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Cooldng up & storm
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Knights of Columbus members Louis Tremorin, Gilles Marion, Louise Fillion, Claude Goulet, Leon Fillion, and Rita Marion served up food
and smiles at St. Jean Farm Days last week. For the full story on the return of the farm show, see Pg. 17.
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Altona chamber welcomes programs and events coordinator

By Lori Penner

The Altona & District Chamber of Commerce
recently welcomed a new person to their team.

Chloe Driedger has filled the new role of pro-
grams and events coordinator.

Driedger grew up in Altona and developed a
love for the business community while working
for her family’s former business, The Ice Cream
Hut.

“I've always had an interest in businesses since
I was part of a family business for 14 years. I've
got a good idea of what it takes to run a business,
and the commitment and hard work it takes to
make it a success,” she says.

Being recognized in the community was one
of the things that made Driedger stand out, says
economic development officer Stephanie Harris.

“Everybody knows her and is comfortable
working with her. That's something we were
looking for in this new position. She is well
liked. She grew up here. She went to school here
and has been part of many community events. “

One of those events was the 2019 Manitoba
Sunflower Festival where Driedger was named
a runner-up.

“I love this town, so I'm excited to be a part of
all this,” Driedger says. “It's all still very new,
but it's been a great experience so far. There’s
a lot of training and learning about procedures
and making connections. I'm really learning
a lot about this community. When I first came

on board, I didn’t realize how many businesses
we have in Altona. You tend to go to the same
regular ones, so it was amazing to learn that the
chamber has about 200 members.”

Driedger’s position was created late last year
during the chamber’s restructuring process.

“In order to better serve our business commu-
nity, we formed a partnership with Supporting
Entrepreneurs through Economic Development
(SEED) to provide a more coordinated approach
to strengthen all supports and programming,”
Harris explains. “I am the direct point of contact
for all businesses, fostering and having cumula-
tive knowledge and oversight, and as the pro-
grams and events coordinator, Chloe will have
a strong focus on creating and implementing the
valuable programs and events for the chamber
membership.”

All the chamber and SEED services are now lo-
cated in one location on Centre Ave. Harris says
the new model is already proving to be a success.

“We've already seen some of those syner-
gies at work. I have the initial meeting with the
business. Through that meeting, I may find out
they’re also looking for a new location. And they
could potentially apply for the business grant
program. So now they want to join the chamber,
be part of the welcome program and all the net-
working events. And they also got to hear what
SEED can offer them all in that same conversa-
tion, all in one conversation. It's about closing
gaps that may have been missed when we had
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Altona economic development officer Stephanie Harris
(left) with Chloe Driedger, the Altona Chamber's new
programs and events coordinator.

Maybe not quite, but it's not too early
to start thinking about a summer job!

Summer Jobs on our website:
aliona.ca/p/employment-

the two locations before.”

Harris says she would love to say
they’ve eased into the new year, but
that is not the case.

“We kind of hit the ground running.
Because the Chamber Buck program
was so successful, we're seeing many
of them redeemed now, so that has
been keeping us very occupied. We
sold over $120,000 in Chamber Bucks
just over the holiday season. The fact
that they can now be
redeemed at the credit
union and the bank cre-
ated a great response.
They are going out in
the community and the
community is redeem-
ing them as well.”

With newcomers con-
tinuing to arrive, the THIS.”
welcome program has ’
also been busy. The
program has participating businesses
offer coupons and promotional mate-
rial, which is a great way to create vis-
ibility for the businesses and familiar-
ity for the newcomers, Harris says

“That program has also transitioned.
Now we're focusing on newcomer
packages. There was not a lot of up-
take on the newborn or newlywed
packages last year. Only 13 packages
went out. In contrast, we had about
107 newcomer packages.”

Harris and Driedger will also be
occupied with planning the upcom-

‘| LOVE THIS TOWN,
SO 'M EXCITED TO
BE A PART OF ALL

ing chamber AGM in March, and the
awards banquet in April, which will
be their first since 2019.

“We weren't able to host it during
the pandemic, so it’s great to be plan-
ning this one,” Harris says.

The event has historically included a
ceremony to honour Altona’s Citizen
of the Year, among other categories.

“We're revisiting the awards catego-
ries and considering a change from
the titles in the past.
We are in a transi-
tion and getting more
business focused, so
looking at the awards,
we're  wondering if
they should be more
community-based or
business focused. In-
stead of a Citizen of
the Year, maybe an
Entrepreneur of the
Year? We're still giving that some
thought.”

Revamping social media pages and
streamlining their contacts is also in
the works.

“We're looking at strategies to make
our messages more impactful and
beneficial,” Harris says.

Meanwhile, Driedger says she is ea-
ger to embrace her new role.

“I'm really excited to be planning
valuable programs and events for
chamber members and building new
community connections.”
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Assiniboine Community College launches rural nursing site in Morden

By Lorne Stelmach

Assiniboine Community College
(ACC) joined the City of Morden Fri-
day in celebrating the grand opening
of its rural rotating practical nursing
training site here.

Morden is among a number of rural
rotating sites for the practical nursing
diploma program, and it is offered
here in partnership with Southern
Health-Santé Sud with an initial ca-
pacity for 25 students.

Practical nursing is
the largest single pro-
gram of study at As-
siniboine, said pres-

"NURSING IS THE

one that we've seen for a long time
that needs to be addressed, and cer-
tainly the government has stepped up
in a big way. This is the largest single
investment we’ve ever gotten in our
61-year history.

The program has proven to be a suc-
cess when it comes to keeping nurses
in Manitoba after graduation.

“Four years after graduation, 96 per
cent of the nurses who take the pro-

gram are still living
and working in Mani-
toba, so there is a very

good track record,”
Frison shared.
Frison and other

ident Mark Frison, i i
who noted more than LARGEST SINGLE s%;ael;eriorv O:;E(it t}tlliiz
4,2(? itlclldfents have PROGRAM THAT WE program here could
D e programs offored | OFFER..ITSONE ~ Syentually lead fo in
by the college since THAT WE ARE VERY “We certainly had
1975. other rural rotating
In addition to the ru- PROUD OF." sites that have been

ral rotating sites, ACC
has permanent practi-
cal nursing programs at its campus-
es in Brandon, Winnipeg, Dauphin,
and Portage. Frison emphasized the
importance of making these kinds of
connections across the province.
“Community-based delivery is actu-
ally in our strategic plan ... we want
to be the national leader in that,” he
said. “Every year, we run full-time
programs in 20 to 25 communities, so
this is hardwired into our DNA.
“Nursing is the largest single pro-
gram that we offer ... it’s one that we
are very proud of,” he continued. “It’s

there over a period of

years and then they
end up being converted to perma-
nent sites, so that’s never out of the
question, especially when you have
a large population base,” he said. “I
don’t see that as out of the realm of
possibilities.”

“We will start twisting the presi-
dent’s arm immediately to make this
a permanent site ... this is the way that
permanent sites start,” observed Mor-
den-Winkler MLA Cameron Friesen.

Continued on page 4

CAMERON FRIESEN, MLA

Member of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba

Serving Morden—Winkler
in the Manitoba Legislature

108 A - 8™ St,Morden,MB R6M 1Y7

204-822-1088
info@cameronfriesen.ca
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Dignitaries with some of the first students to go through the new rural rotating
practical nursing training site in Morden at the facility's grand opening last week.
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He cited how this ties in well with
the overall plan of the provincial gov-
ernment to get more health care ser-
vices closer to home for more Mani-
tobans

“It's especially gratifying to me be-
cause I think ACC has been such an
important partner ... a college that
gets it, that understands that while
campuses are important, that the uni-
versal commitment to training closer
to home really matters,” said Friesen.
“We look forward to the benefits that
we will see in the health care system.”

“The City of Morden aims to be a
strong and committed and dedicated
partner to Assiniboine Community
College,” said Mayor Brandon Burley.

/

Nursing students chat with Morden-Winkler MLA Cameron Friesen at Assiniboine

“We’re looking forward to a strong
and effective partnership.”
The Morden initiative is tied into

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Community College's new training facility in Morden.

Salem Foundation and Ladies Auxiliary
[ 4 )
T Salem Home Valentine’s

“Faspa in-a-box”

. dust in time for Valentine’s Day!
Each box has Faspa for TWO!

Pre-order Details at: www.salemhome.ca
165 - 15" Street, Winkler ¢ 204-325-4316

Pick-up FEBRUARY 11, 2023 L, 3RS
undraising proceeds will go to
from 12 noon - 4:00 pm Wheelchair-Accessible Garden Planters

Spending of funds is confined to Board Approved Programs and purchases. Each gift designated toward an approved program will be used as designated
with the understanding that when a given need has been met, or project cannot be carried out for any reason, will be used where needed most.

Minimum Donation $35/Box -

the Manitoba government investing
$19.5 million to add 259 nurse train-
ing seats starting at five post-second-
ary institutions across the province as
part of a multi-year plan to add close
to 400 seats overall.

The proposal included an addition-
al 55 licensed practical nursing seats
through ACC in Portage la Prairie
and rural rotating sites as well an
additional 32 registered nursing and
registered psychiatric nursing seats
at Brandon University and 120 regis-
tered nursing seats at the University
of Manitoba.

“Assiniboine’s ongoing expansion
of its practical nursing program in
both permanent and rural rotating
sites will allow more students to be-
come certified in this high-demand
health-care occupation,” said Mani-
toba Advanced Education, Skills and
Immigration Minister Jon Reyes.

“Being able to attend training closer
to home increases participation rates
for rural students ... supports our
commitment to add 400 new nursing
seats to meet Manitoba’s health sector
needs and complements our health
human resource action plan to retain,
train and recruit more nurses.”

“Expansion of the rural rotating
practical nursing diploma program in
our region brings us one step closer to
meeting the increasing demands to fill
nursing positions,” said Jane Curtis,
CEO of Southern Health-Sante Sud.
“This goes a long way in providing
accessible post-secondary options in
the eastern part of our province. This
program is now offered in three lo-
cations in the Southern Health-Santé
Sud region: Southport, Otterburne,
and Morden.”

Morden man arrested
in connection to series
of bank robberies

By Lorne Stelmach

Manitoba RCMP arrested a Morden
man in connection to five banks rob-
beries in four different communities
across southern Manitoba.

The arrest of 30-year-old Brett Ash-
ton Krashel Jan. 9 followed an exten-
sive investigation into the series of
robberies that occurred in Steinbach
Nov. 10, Lowe Farm Nov. 14, Glen-
boro Dec. 8, and Miami Dec. 23 and
again on Jan. 3.

Krashel was arrested without inci-
dent and remanded into custody on
five counts of robbery. The charges
against Krashel have not yet been
proven in court.

Continued on page 7
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Branden Leslie in the running for Conservative nomination

By Lorne Stelmach

A former campaign manager for
Candice Bergen is now seeking to
take the place of the veteran Member
of Parliament.

Active in the Conservative Party for
over a decade, including his stint with
Bergen for the 2019 election, Branden
Leslie feels his years of experience
fighting for Conservative values and
ideas makes him well suited to repre-
sent Portage-Lisgar.

Bergen announced last September
that she would not be seeking re-elec-
tion after 14 years in office.

“It just felt like the right time and
the right opportunity to try to make a
difference for our communities,” said
Leslie, who is seeking the party nom-
ination with the slogan “The Right
Conservative for Portage-Lisgar.”

“Obviously Candice has been an
incredibly strong advocate for this
region and a very effective member
of parliament in Ottawa,” he said on
Monday, after announcing his inten-
tions over the weekend.

“I've had the chance to become
friends with her and have her be a
mentor,” Leslie added. “It created a
love of politics for me.

“Being consistently frustrated by
watching what the Liberal govern-
ment is doing as it relates to our farm-
ing community and our rural com-
munities more broadly, I think it just
really made me want to be part of the
solution and really step up to make a
difference.”

Leslie was born in Portage la Prairie
and raised on a farm south of town.
He attended Portage Collegiate In-
stitute and went on to Brandon Uni-
versity and Carleton University to
receive a bachelor of arts in political
science.

Before announcing his campaign,
Leslie was the manager of policy and

Valentine’'s Day
Dinner

TICKETS
$50

&

%,

government relations at the Grain
Growers of Canada.

He has been a leading voice pushing
back against the Liberal government’s
plan to reduce fertilizer use and is the
architect of legislation currently be-
fore Parliament to exempt farmers
from the carbon tax.

Leslie touched on several key is-
sues on his radar as a candidate—ev-
erything from pledging to scrap the
carbon tax and stopping the Liberal
gun grab to defunding the CBC. He
also denounced what he calls the
arrogance of Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and the divide and conquer
approach of the Liberal government
as well as its penchant for spending
way beyond its means.

“People are really struggling to
get ahead right now, and I think it’s
time the governments become more
responsible with taxpayers’ money,
spend money in a wise manner,” said
Leslie.

“I am running to give you back con-
trol of your life, to ensure you can
raise your family according to your
values and to get the Liberals out of
your pocket.

“Never have Canadians been as di-
vided, as angry and as anxious as we
are today,” Leslie continued. “Instead
of uniting Canadians, the Liberals
recklessly insult people like you and
me, and our way of life. People have
had enough. I've had enough.

“I don’t want to just sit back and
complain about politics. I want to
make a difference,” he concluded.
“And I definitely don’t want to watch
my home community send the wrong
person to Ottawa to be just another
idle suit.

“The people who call this place
home are strong, and deserve a strong
Conservative voice in Parliament.”

)
DRINKS - MUSIC - FOOD
FEB. 11 at 6:00 PM

Meridian Exhibition Centre

1045 GRANDEUR AVE. WINKLER. MB
WWW.THEMEC.CA
© O O
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Branden Leslie with his fiancé Cailey at his campaign rally in Portage la Prairie,
where he announced he is running to be the next Conservative Member of

Parliament for Portage-Lisgar.
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* DON'T MIND THE MESS

Little boxes

But it was the box the appliance ar-
rived in that became a treasure for me
and my little sister.

Instead of throw- [ \
ing it into the big
barrel out in the

yard where she
burned all our
household  gar-
bage back then, \ /

my mom left it in
the living room for
us to play in. For
many weeks, she
patiently vacuumed, cleaned, and en-
tertained guests around this gigantic
box. And as long as it didn’t block the
TV, the rest of the family didn’t mind.

From a seven- and five-year old’s
perspective, that box was huge. We
used it to create a whole new world.
At different times, it was a house, a
nursery for our dolls, a spaceship, a
car, a cave, a restaurant, and even a
submarine. We dragged our blankets
in there, and it doubled as a tent or a
camper. We could lounge and watch
TV through the opening and, instant-
ly, we were at a drive-in movie.

It was a castle where two little prin-

By Lori
Penner

> VIEWPOINTS > LETTERS

cesses would hide from dragons and
wait for their princes to rescue them.

Eventually, we cut windows in
it and my visiting little nieces and
nephews couldn’t resist the tempta-
tion to climb the cardboard walls. The
box eventually fell apart, like so many
dreams do. But this simple thing with
a Westinghouse label still lives on in
my memories as one of the most mag-
ical pieces of my childhood.

But there have been other boxes
since—not of cardboard but of spirit
and emotion. Growing up, you real-
ize when you don’t have actual phys-
ical hiding places, you seek out inner
ones. During the toughest times in my
life, I'd retreat to those little boxes in
my heart, shielding myself from the
pains of life, and having to confront
the dragons I wasn’t ready to fight.

My spiritual life, another often
frightening frontier, also became scat-
tered with boxes, their sizes dictated
by whatever doctrines and lofty foun-
dations of security and judgement
I chose to stand on—or hide from.
It soon became apparent to me that
other people also lived in boxes. I al-
ways knew I was shaking their walls
if I asked a question that they didn’t
have an answer for or made a deci-
sion or declaration they didn’t agree
with. I learned that everyone’s box

came with rules and God help you if
you broke them.

And the crazy thing about living in
boxes was that if you stumbled upon
some free spirit who was actually
willing to face life head on, you did
your best to find them a box to live
in, too.

Box dwellers aren’t comfortable with
those who wander too freely. It makes
them feel threatened and, frankly, a
wee bit silly. Our little cut out win-
dows allow moments of clarity, let-
ting a little light in now and again, but
always careful not to show too much
of our faces as we gaze through them.
Meanwhile, the wanderers wonder
why we can’t leave our cardboard
containers behind.

Lately, I've allowed a few of the
walls in my cardboard house to bend
under the weight of my own ques-
tions and doubts. I've cut the win-
dow holes a little larger. I've crawled
out and realized how nice it feels to
stretch my legs. I gaze back longing-
ly at my box, and even still live there
from time to time. But my visits have
become shorter.

And one day, when I'm ready, I'll
jump on it until the walls crumple,
and the dragons won't seem so big
anymore.

Letter

The Voice welcomes letters from
readers on local and regional issues
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful.

The Voice reserves the right to edit,

condense, or reject any submission.

policy )

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ification purposes. Your name and
city will be published with your
letter. We do not print anonymous
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.
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By Lorne Stelmach

A proposed rezoning that would
have allowed for a new condo devel-
opment near what is likely the busiest
intersection in Morden was rejected
recently by city council.

The impact on what is already heavy
traffic in the area of First Street, Victo-
ria Street, and Highway 3 was a key
concern cited by not only area resi-
dents who spoke in opposition to it
but by council as well.

“At some point, that intersection
will get upgraded and will be able
to carry more traffic,” said Mayor
Brandon Burley. “Without an upgrad-
ed intersection there, at this point, it
puts more traffic on First Street north-
bound and more turning at that inter-
section ... which is something that in
the short term we’re hoping to avoid
until we are able to secure upgrades
there with the province.”

The proposal was to rezone the
properties at 20 Victoria Street and

227 First Street from residential
two-family to residential multi-family
to allow for the development of three
buildings that would be three stories
tall and gave 16 units each for a total
of 48 overall.

They would have been similar to
the development at the corner of 15th
Street and Highway 14 in Winkler,
and the proposal arose from devel-
oper K Block Developments citing
strong interest for a similar build in
Morden.

Area residents noted, however, that
the Winkler development does not
have single family residential home
directly adjacent to it. They voiced
concerns about the loss of privacy and
the potential impact on their proper-
ty values while also just suggesting
there were better locations in the city
for this kind of development.

“The timing for council was just
off,” said Burley. “It was felt it was
just too early in the redevelopment of
that entire corridor to proceed ... that
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Council denies rezoning for development in high-traffic area
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The Hwy. 3 intersection heading into Morden is a busy place, and so council has
decided not to allow a rezoning application that would have seen multi-family

housing go up nearby.

was the primary concern that council
had right now.

“It’s a reality that the density in that
area will change,” he added. “It's a
premier location in the city; it's high

traffic, high exposure, so the highest
and best use of that land is not being
achieved right now ... we know that
change will come probably to that en-
tire corridor at some point.”

> BANK ROBBERIES, FROM PG. 4

“Bank robbery is not a common thing, so it
drew the attention of Major Crimes. We were
monitoring it,” said Inspector Tim Arseneault,
investigative services officer for Major Crimes
Services in Manitoba. “It doesn’t happen very
often, and the Miami one was twice.”

Police say the robberies, initially investigated
by the various local RCMP detachments, in-
volved the suspect entering the bank, handing
the teller a note stating that it was a robbery, and
then fleeing the scene.

In some instances, the suspect indicated in the
note that he had a firearm, though none was
ever seen, RCMP noted.

The suspect fled with an undisclosed amount
of cash in four of the robberies, with Steinbach
being the exception.

No injuries were reported in any of these inci-
dents.

RCMP Major Crimes officers examined ex-
tensive video surveillance and were able to de-

THANK YOU TO THE
COMMUNITY

We, the residents of Legion House I and Le-
gion House II [in Morden], have been able to
enjoy so many wonderful fresh vegetables
and fruits again this past fall, because so many
generous and caring people brought them to

termine the suspect had worn similar clothing
during each of the robberies but had fled the
scene in a different vehicle each time.

“The second one had some similarities ... then
the third one, we were confident this was most
likely the same person or persons,” Arseneault
explained. “We saw a pattern, which engaged
us, and it was by the third one that we took over,
formed a team, investigated the three that we al-
ready knew about and started trying to see link-
ages and commonalities ... we expected more to
come.

“We were confident in the links that this was
not a different person,” he said. “We wanted to
stop it, because you never know what kind of
violence or anything could have happened.”

The investigation continued and with the exe-
cution of several judicial authorizations, officers
were able to identify Krashel as a suspect.

Search warrants were executed at two separate
residences, one in the RM of Hanover and the

our door, fresh from their gardens. Even corn
on the cob, all husked, ready to cook.

Your kindness is so appreciated and we thank
you all so very, very much.

We wish you a Happy New Year.

Joyce Maxwell-Windsor, on behalf of the
Legion Houses residents

other in the City of Morden. The search resulted in the sei-
zure of key pieces of evidence, including cash and cloth-
ing.

“This was a difficult investigation with crime scenes
spread out across southern Manitoba. I would like to com-
mend the investigators who quickly recognized the simi-
larities of these crimes and worked tenaciously to identify
and safely arrest the suspect,” said assistant commissioner
Rob Hill, commanding officer of the Manitoba RCMP. “It’s
also our hope that this arrest will bring back a sense of
safety to the employees and communities who were affect-
ed by these robberies.”

Public Seasonal

Camping Draw

Apply today for the
Seasonal Camping Program

Experience the great outdoors in Manitoba’s provincial
parks this summer.

Apply today for the seasonal camping program and
occupy the same campsite for an entire season — including
long weekends. Both serviced and un-serviced sites

are available in Manitoba campgrounds. All sites are
distributed through public draws.

Get your application and information package online
at manitobaparks.com, or pick one up at your local
Environment, Climate and Parks office.
The application deadline is February 3, 2023 for all
provincial park seasonal campgrounds.

MANITOBA

M Parks 3¢50 camping program, please call
= 204-945-3934; toll free 1-800-214-6497;

LA or email seasoncamp@gov.mb.ca

Manitoba 9

For more information about the
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Meridian Exhibition Centre launches Markers Market

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Meridian Exhibition Centre in
Winkler is a bustling place most days
of the week, but it's going to be even
busier on Tuesdays from now until
spring.

The City of Winkler last week
launched its new Markers Market,
filling the halls of the facility with
vendors.

“We had nine vendors to start,” says
community events coordinator Nicole
Enns, noting they’ve got table space
for about 30 vendors each week.

The indoor market was inspired by
the success of the Winkler Farmers’
Market last summer.

“I noticed how busy the Winkler
Farmers” Market was and I just
thought it would be neat if some of
those vendors could have a place to
sell their things through the winter,”
Enns says. “We have this wonderful
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The halls of the Meridian Exhibition Centre will be lined with vendors every
Tuesday until the end of May with the new Makers Market.

facility, and so I invited them all in
here.”
The vendor tables are set up

throughout the exhibition centre’s
hallways. Enns says they hope to see
lots of local artisans setting up shop,

as well as other miscellaneous farm-
ers’ market-type vendors.

“Yesterday we had a lady selling
Tupperware,” she notes. “We had
baked goods and honey and jam ...”

The vendor fee to participate is $25.
Tables and chairs are provided. Reg-
ister online at themeridiancentre.ca
or in person at the centre. The dead-
line to register is the day before that
week’s market.

The market will be open every Tues-
day from 4-6 p.m. until the end of
May. There is no admission for shop-
pers.

If you haven't had a chance to check
out the Meridian Exhibition Centre
yet, Enns hopes this market will get
you through the doors.

“Hopefully people can come check
out the facility and see what we all
have to offer.”

Local non-profits make their pitch to Winkler council

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Two local non-profits made their
pitch for funding to Winkler city
council last week.

Council, which heads into its annu-
al planning session in a few weeks to
hash out its budget priorities, heard
from representatives of the Pembina
Valley Humane Society (PVHS) and
Genesis House on Jan. 10.

PVHS grants committee chair Scott
Wilson and board chair Audrey Wie-
be made a case for Winkler to restore
its annual grant to the regional animal
shelter to $3,500 after dropping it to
$3,000 the past two fiscal years.

He noted the community represents
the greatest number of intakes an-
nually with 41 animals surrendered
in 2022 (Morden was in second at 33
animals). Winkler also saw its intakes
increase 86 per cent last year, up from
the 22 animals the year before.

Increasing numbers—and costs—
was a trend for the shelter this past
year, Wilson noted.

“Bottom line, in 2022, we had a very
challenging year. Our intakes were up
13 per cent,” he said, noting, on the
plus side, that adoptions were also up
23 per cent.

Still, more animals coming through
the facility means increased vet costs.
From January to the end of Septem-
ber, PVHS spent $58,236 on vet care,
up 37 per cent from the year before.

“We're still feeling the after effects of
COVID,” Wilson noted. “There were
a lot of people who adopted dogs
and cats during COVID because they

were home and then once they went
back to work they were unable to con-
tinue to care for the animals.”

They also saw a marked increase
in animals abandoned by backyard
breeders due to declining market de-
mands.

Wilson stressed that municipal
funds help the shelter to not only keep
its doors open but will also allow for
increased programming, including
increased community education pro-
grams and a new trap-neuter-release
program for stray cats that will battle
feline over-population.

“Without the generosity of the mu-
nicipalities we service, we would
most certainly be operating at a defi-
cit. We're teetering on the brink of
that even with your support,” Wilson
said. “With your support we can con-
tinue to address the root causes of pet
overpopulation and animal home-
lessness, rather than simply dealing
with the aftermath.”

Genesis House executive director
Ang Braun and housing and outreach
counsellor Taylor (last name withheld
at the request of the shelter) laid out
the shelter’s plans to open additional
transitional housing units for the vic-
tims of domestic violence.

“Winkler right now currently has
our crisis shelter where women can
stay for up to 30 days ... but if they
would like prolong their counselling
or wraparound services the only op-
tion for them to do that is to actual-
ly leave our community and to go
to Winnipeg or Brandon to a second
stage housing unit,” Taylor shared.

“We do have one here, but we aren’t
able to solve multiple families” is-
sues—it’s one interim housing unit,
so only one family can access it per
year, and realistically we like them to
stay longer [up to two years].”

The shelter hopes to up its transi-
tional housing offerings to 24 units.
They've already secured funding
from a few other sources and are now
turning to local communities for help.
Their request of Winkler city council
was for $100,000.

Transitional housing gives women
leaving an abusive relationship a safe
space to call home until they’re able to
stand on their own.

“We are hoping to break the cycle
of violence,” said Taylor, explaining
these housing units give women time
to learn the life skills needed “in order
to break the cycle so they can live in-
dependently with their children ... so
they wouldn’t feel the need to go back
[to their abuser] again.”

In her first year with Genesis House,
Taylor worked with nearly 50 wom-
en who did not have safe and secure
housing. Many of them were under
the age of 21 and with young children
to care for.

“They don’t necessarily have the life
skills or the education to afford mar-
ket housing in Winkler,” she said, not-
ing they are our community’s hidden
homeless, often “couch surfing” with
friends and family after leaving their
abusers. “Transitional housing would
bridge that gap. It would give them
the opportunity for a year or up to
two years to be able to stay in secure

housing ... so that when they chose to
leave our services they’'ve got the ed-
ucation and the life skills under their
belt so they can enter marketplace
housing and we don’t see the recur-
rent cycle over and over again.”

Winkler council will unveil its 2023
financial plan in March.

Also at last week’s meeting, council
unanimously passed a resolution for
a bylaw to disallow U-turns at the
Highway 32 and Stanley Ave. inter-
section (adjacent to Hi Way Grocete-
ria).

The resolution notes safety concerns
have been raised due to the lack of a
southbound turning lane there, the
proximity of the lighted crosswalk,
and the fact Albert Ave., which is
located a stone’s throw from Stan-
ley, creates a more complex traffic
situation than in other places where
U-turns can be more safely executed.

Council noted in its discussion on
this matter that this U-turn ban will
only be for southbound traffic—the
northbound road has a turning lane
that allows for safer U-turns. The
way the three roads line up (or rather,
don’t line up) made it impossible for
a similar southbound turning lane to
be installed when the road was four-
laned a few years ago.

As Hwy. 32 is overseen by Manito-
ba Transportation and Infrastructure
(MTI), the resolution will be forward-
ed to them for final approval and sub-
sequent installation of a “no U-turn”
sign at the intersection.
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Newcomer numbers way up in 2022: Regional Connections

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Regional Connections Immigrant
Services saw its client numbers soar
last year, in large part due to the hun-
dreds of Ukrainian immigrants com-
ing to Manitoba in the wake of Rus-
sia’s invasion of their home country.

Executive director Steve Reynolds
shares the organization as a whole—it
has offices in Winkler, Morden, Alto-
na and Dauphin—worked with 1,561
new clients in 2022 (its overall client
numbers are about three times that, as
newcomers from previous years con-
tinue to access services).

“Pre-COVID, around 1,000 new-
comers would be a normal, busy year
for us,” he says, noting immigration
has of course been down the past few
years due to the pandemic.

Breaking down the numbers by of-
fice, Altona welcomed 214 newcom-
ers in 2022, Morden 609, Winkler 633,
and Dauphin 105.

“622 of those 1,561 clients were born
in Ukraine,” Reynolds says, noting
the bulk of those families now call
Morden-Winkler home.

There was an initial wave of immi-
grants shortly after the war began
early last year and then an even larger
surge of families arriving
mid-year.

“A lot of people who
came in the summer were
friends or relatives of peo-
ple already here,” notes
Reynolds. “We're find-
ing now that there’s still
people coming, but not
as many as in the sum-
mer. And there’s more
people now without per-
sonal connections here—
they’ve heard about the
area on social media or
through employer recruit-
ment, things like that.”

Pembina Valley communities really
rallied behind these newcomers, help-
ing them find housing and jobs, do-
nating clothing and household items
after they arrived here with very little,
and doing whatever else they could
to make them feel welcome.

“There was a lot of community sup-
port and coordination for Ukrainian
arrivals,” says Reynolds. “People
stepped up for all of those needs.”

“THERE WAS

A LOT OF
COMMUNITY
SUPPORT AND
COORDINATION
FOR UKRAINIAN
ARRIVALS."

Still, having such an influx of new
people in the area brought its fair
share of challenges, especially con-
sidering most of them had not been
planning on moving to Canada and
were forced to arrive with very little
preparation.

“Everybody had to kind of adjust
on the fly,” Reynold says, noting their
English classes quickly filled up. “We
saw quite a few people with very low
English skills or very advanced En-
glish skills, and not a lot in the mid-
dle.”

There are currently over 500 stu-
dents in the agency’s English class-
es, which all have waiting lists. They
were able to add a few new classes to
meet the need last fall, but demand
remains high.

“Ithasn’t been the same people stuck
on the wait list for three months,”
Reynolds says. “They do get into a
class, but as they get into class more
people arrive and get added to the
wait list.”

FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

In addition to the hundreds of Ukrai-
nians now calling this area home, we
also of course welcomed newcomers
from all around the world in 2022.

Reynolds says the other
top countries for the year
was India, Philippines,
Nigeria, and Germany.

“There’s good diversi-
ty from everywhere,” he
says, adding that India
and the Philippines have
been in the top two for
several years now.

There are some common
hurdles newcomers to
our area continue to face:
finding affordable hous-
ing, securing day care for
their kids, getting around
without public transpor-
tation, having their professional cre-
dentials recognized so they can work
in the fields they did back home, and
finding ways to truly get to know
their new neighbours.

“Often clients note that people are
really friendly and polite and wel-
coming, but sometimes after being
here for a year or two years they’ll
says that everybody’s friendly, but
they don’t have any friends yet,”
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Ukrainian dancers kick up their heels at CultureFest in Winkler last summer.