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5009 ROAD 2 SE, HALBSTADT

$412,000 MLS® NUM: 202401452

Bedroom: 4  Bathroom: 2  Sq’ft: 1288
10.10 Acres. Located within 15 minutes of Altona, 

Fenced off area with barn, Garage is 26’ x 28 
with Floor heat, Wrap-around deck.JUST LISTED!

For all your event needs

Meetings, Socials, 

Weddings & Conventions

204.746.2832

www.morrismultiplex.ca

Call us today to book for 

the 2023/2024 Season!

Local Rental U18 $95/hr
Local Rental Adult $135/hr

Out of Area U18 $135/hr
Out of Area Adult $150/hr

For availability call 204-746-6622
Email

facilitiesmanager@townofmorris.ca
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Maker SpaceMaker Space Altona YFC directors Sheridan Sawatzky and Peter Altona YFC directors Sheridan Sawatzky and Peter 

Serger display some 3D models created by the youth Serger display some 3D models created by the youth 

who frequent the Maker Space at the drop-in centre.  who frequent the Maker Space at the drop-in centre.  

For the full story, see Pg. 13.For the full story, see Pg. 13.

PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICEPHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE



2   The Voice  Thursday, February 1, 2024

Healthy Living Forum a hit
By Lori Penner

Organizers of the Healthy Living 
Forum in Altona are thrilled with the 
turnout at the Gardens on Tenth on 
Jan. 24.

The forum was intended for people 
of all ages, with topics such as coping 
with anxiety, empowering indepen-
dence, fi nancial strategies, palliative 
care, Alzheimer’s, and supporting the 
Altona Community Foundation.

In her presentation, Tami Giesbrecht, 
Outreach Worker for the Anxiety 
Disorders Associations of Manitoba 
(ADAM) shared a variety of contrib-
uting factors to developing anxiety, 
including genetic disposition, learned 
behaviour, negative experiences and 
stress. 

“Exploring the reasons why we have 
anxiety may be important, but it is 
even more necessary to fi nd ways to 
cope,” she said.

Untreated anxiety, Giesbrecht ex-
plained, can lead to other issues such 
as substance misuse, self-harm be-
haviours, and increased risk for dis-
eases such as diabetes and heart prob-
lems, as well as a negative impact on 
relationships.

Coping with anxiety is a lifestyle, 
Giesbrecht said, and things like edu-
cation and awareness play a big part 
in managing it. Finding people and 
resources you can trust, and under-
standing the triggers and symptoms 
and causes are vital. 

Along with journaling, Giesbrecht 
provided a number of coping skills, 
including the STOP method, which 
involves stopping what you’re do-
ing, taking a breath, observing what 
is happening within and around you, 
and then proceeding with what you 
were doing.

“It grounds us in the present mo-
ment and is a very good coping meth-
od if you start to feel your anxiety is 
starting to escalate.”

Giesbrecht also recommends that 
people learn how to breathe properly. 

“Almost everybody chest breathes. 
That’s not the way we were designed. 
Everybody should practice breathing 
through their diaphragm. That actu-
ally gives us more oxygen.”

She concluded with a reminder that 
no matter how bad your day is, “It’s 
never too late to restart your day.”

In her presentation, regional pallia-
tive care coordinator Shannon Reimer 

discussed attitudes about death and 
dying in society. 

“It can be a scary topic. Palliative 
care used to mean end of life care. 
Now it has expanded, to include the 
whole last chapter, which improves 
the quality of individuals and fami-
lies facing a life-limiting illness,” she 
said. “We aim to improve quality of 
life, managing not only physical pain, 
but emotional, spiritual, and cultural 
pain, all of which are important to our 
quality of life. It’s not just 
about the patient, it’s also 
about the patient’s family. 
It’s an approach that fo-
cuses on quality.”

She added that palliative 
care is not meant to short-
en or extend life. 

“What we do is talk 
about goals of care. These 
discussions are about 
what’s important to you, 
what are your strengths, 
your fears, and your 
worries. How much you 
know, and how much you 
want to know. Focusing on quality of-
ten starts with those conversations.”

Presenter Theresa Figurski from the 
Altona Yoga studio off ers sessions at 
the Apartments at the Gardens every 
second Wednesday. She led forum at-
tendees through a variety of move-
ments. 

“There are many benefi ts to this, at 
any age,” she said. “It’s a mind-body 
connection in the path to self-realiza-
tion. There’s a plethora of benefi ts 
for your health, from lowering blood 
pressure and stress, strengthening 
muscles, elevating mood, helping 
sleep and digestion. Our body just 

wants to work for us. It’s just a matter 
of what we’re putting in and how we 
treat it.”

Understanding Dementia was the title 
for the presentation by Rebecca At-
kinson, regional coordinator for the 
Alzheimer’s Society of Manitoba. 

She explained what it’s like to live 
with dementia, and the best ways for 
individuals and the community to 
provide care for those who have it.

“We are here to support you, and 
you do not have to 
go through this dis-
ease alone. Wrap 
yourself in a circle 
of support and re-
ally make sure you 
have people with 
you along this jour-
ney.”

She explained 
how dementia is 
the umbrella term 
for over 130 diff er-
ent brain change 
diseases, including 
Alzheimer’s dis-

ease, which is the most common.
Atkinson also emphasized the im-

portance of understanding what a di-
agnosis means. 

“At least two parts of your brain are 
actively dying. The palliative connec-
tion is huge. The earlier you start to 
process this and have conversations 
about what you want life to look like 
with quality all the way to the end, 
the better. We need to talk about that 
as soon as the signs arrive.”

She noted that 61 per cent of the peo-
ple living with dementia in Manitoba 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Rebecca Atkinson of the Alzheimer’s Society off ered information and strategies 

for caregivers and for those living with dementia at last week’s Healthy Living 

Forum in Altona.

Continued on page 12

“EXPLORING THE 

REASONS WHY WE 

HAVE ANXIETY MAY 

BE IMPORTANT, BUT 

IT IS EVEN MORE 

NECESSARY TO FIND 

WAYS TO COPE.”
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

SWEET DEALS!!

$145.00 30% OFF $95.99

25% OFF 25% OFF
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HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

“All I’ve heard is such 
positive things”

The week of top level and highly 
competitive curling concluded Sun-
day afternoon with Kaitlyn Lawes 
edging Beth Peterson 9-8, and host 
committee chairperson Ernie Epp was 
all smiles.

“I’ve loved every minute of it, and 
I’m going to miss not being here to-
morrow,”he said.

Epp was very pleased with the re-
sponse overall—from the fans who 
packed the stands to the  sponsors 
who provided overwhelming support 
to the hundreds of volunteers who 
made it all run smoothly behind the 
scenes.

“I’m ecstatic. The response from 
the fans, from the sponsors, from the 
players ... all I’ve heard is such posi-
tive things,” he said. 

“There was no complaints about the 
ice. The icemakers did a fantastic job,” 
Epp continued. “The curling was stel-
lar, and the fans are so knowledge-

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Above: The Morden  Scotties host committee received kudos at the closing 

ceremonies Sunday night. Left: Chair Ernie Epp said it was a great week for the 

community.

able; they knew when there was a 
great shot made, and they responded.

“Then to have a Mordenite in the 
fi nals [Katherine Doerksen of Team 
Peterson] when the game is being 

played in Morden, how can you ask 
for any better?”

He also saluted the large contin-
gent of fans who came daily as well 

Continued on page 4

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden came through with fl ying 
colours as the host for the Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts provincial 
women’s curling championship.
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Gwen Dyck  
204-823-0535

Email: gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca

For more information or to book your ad space, please contact
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Winkler hosting Settlers of Catan qualifier

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler is the place to be for Set-
tlers of Catan players Louis Riel Day 
weekend.

Sixteen13 Ministry is hosting its fi rst 
annual Manitoba Catan Tournament 
EtherLan Winkler fundraiser Feb. 18-
19 at The Bunker (545 Industrial Dr.).

While EtherLan video and board 
gaming events have been happening 
for nearly 20 years now, including 
Settlers of Catan competitions, there’s 
something special about this one, 
shares organizer Harold Espinosa.

“This one is exciting because it’s a 
fundraiser and, at the same time, we 
are qualifi ers for the Catan National 
Championships. I’ve been dreaming 
of doing something like this for a long 
time,” he says, explaining they’re one 
of only a limited number of qualifi ers 
across the country. “We’ve got people 
from Saskatchewan coming, and from 
all over.

“It’s all about getting together as 
people, having fun, and helping oth-
ers through ministry by playing a 
board game.”

The winner will not only qualify to 
compete on the national stage  in To-
ronto this spring, but also have their 
fl ights and hotel covered for the trip.

A win at nationals, then, would send 
the player to the Catan World Cham-
pionship in 2025 (location not yet an-
nounced).

If enough people sign-up to com-
pete, Winkler’s event could earn an-
other fun distinction for the commu-
nity.

“If we can do more than 150 people, 
we beat the Americans in their largest 
tournament,” Espinosa says. “It’ll put 
us on the map.”

At press time, the Winkler qualifi er 
was the only one listed on the offi  -
cial Settlers of Catan Canada website 
for Manitoba, though Espinosa hears 
there may be one or two other tourna-
ments being planned in smaller com-
munities.

“I think we’re the only city in Man-
itoba that’s doing it ... so we’re going 
to be posting in Winnipeg everywhere 
to try to get the 150 people.”

The day will start that Sunday af-
ternoon with registration at 2 p.m. 
followed by the fi rst of three rounds 
of games at 2:30 p.m. Participants are 
guaranteed three games and will also 
be served supper.

On Monday, the top gamers will 
enter the semi-fi nals at 10:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by a provided lunch and then 

the fi nal match at 1:30 p.m.
If you want to take part, you’re en-

couraged to register in advance at 
etherlan.ca/catan. There will be lim-
ited registration at the door. Tickets 
are $49.26 each. You must be 18+ to 
compete.

Funds raised that day will go to sup-
port Sixteen13’s outreach program-
ming, which includes sharing the 
Christian gospel, helping newcomers 
to Canada settle in, and aiding others 
in need in the Winkler-Morden area. 

They currently work with 150 local 
families and have 70 volunteers, Es-
pinosa shares.

If you’d like to support the competi-
tion as a sponsor, contact Espinosa at 
204-332-0586.

Espinosa says they intend to make 
this a regular event.

“This is the fi rst of many that’s go-
ing to happen. This year we aim for 
150 people. Next year we’re going to 
double it.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Organizing the upcoming Settlers of Catan tournament for Sixteen13 ministry 

is (from left) Harold Espinosa, Morgan Wiebe, Silas Goertzen, Anny Goertzen, 

Michelle Goertzen, Tiff any Krahn, and Eva Unger.

Winner will be sent to compete at national 
competition in Toronto this spring

from Carman in support of their local team 
skipped by Shaela Hayward.

The week was further proof of how Morden 
has always come through with hosting these 
kinds of events, said Epp.

“Those 200 volunteers who worked their 
butts off  this week, I can’t say enough about 
them,” he said. “The curling community 
here is far bigger than just the city of Morden 

boundaries ... the majority of volunteers and 
sponsors were from Morden, but it went be-
yond that.

“Chatting with some volunteers, they drove 
a fair distance just to be able to say they con-
tributed to this event. They know how bene-
fi cial it is for us to do this kind of thing and 
raise some funds for our curling club, so it’s 
awesome.”

>  SCOTTIES, FROM PG. 3

Police investigating stabbing
By Voice staff 

Winkler Police are investigating a stabbing 
that took place on Jan. 24.

Just after midnight last Wednesday, police re-
ceived a report of an injured person in the 1600 
block of Grandeur Ave. They found a seriously 
injured 66-year-old female on the scene.

Police report that an immediate family mem-
ber of the victim had begun assaulting them. 
When the victim attempted to fl ee the resi-
dence, the suspect produced an edged weapon 
and stabbed them multiple times in the upper 

body while uttering death threats.  
The victim was eventually able to escape and 

call for help.
The suspect was found inside the residence 

and placed under arrest without incident.
The victim was transported to hospital by 

paramedics where she was treated and has 
since been released.

A 38-year-old Winkler woman has been 
charged with aggravated assault, uttering 
threats to cause death, and forcible confi ne-
ment.  She has been remanded in custody.
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Stroke survivor support group 
puts call out for members
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Pembina Valley’s new peer support 
group for stroke survivors has steadi-
ly grown since launching last fall, 
but organizers hope to see even more 
people take part in the months ahead.

Led by Dr. Margie Hesom, who sur-
vived a stroke herself a few years ago, 
the group meets the third Tuesday of 
the month from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Central Station Community Centre in 
Winkler (555 Main St.). 

At last month’s meeting, 10 people, 
survivors and family members alike, 
came together to share their stories 
and lean on each other for support.

Lloyd Ching’s stroke was three 
years ago. He joined the group in the 
hopes of fi nding encouragement and 
motivation as he works towards leav-
ing his wheelchair behind.

“I’m progressing slowly, I think,” he 
shared. “All I need is a little bit of en-
ergy to get better. I’ve kind of lost in-
terest [in recovery] and I thought this 
group would kind of get me back in 
the groove again.”

Hearing other people’s journeys has 

been both inspiring and comforting, 
Ching said, knowing he’s not alone in 
what he’s going through.

“We’ve got the same problems,” 
he said. “When you’re on your own, 
you’re always thinking the worst. But 
this, I hope, will help. You’ve got to 
have people [around you]. The more 
the merrier, I think.

“My dad always said ... if you have a 
problem, just fi nd a rainy day and go 
to a neighbour’s place and get togeth-
er and talk. You’ll fi nd out that maybe 
somebody else has the same problem 
or worse.”

“It’s good to have a support system 
of other people around you that have 
gone through similar things, or more 
things,” agreed Greg Armistead, a fel-
low stroke survivor. “It’s good to be 
a part of a team that can help you get 
back, and support each other.”

Angela Bergman has been attending 
alongside her mother, who had her 
second stroke six months ago. She’s 
there to support her mom, but also 
learn more about what she’s going 
through.

“The Stroke Recovery Association 

came into Riverview [a recovery cen-
tre in Winnipeg] when my mom was 
there. It was two individuals who 
had been stroke survivors and it re-
ally opened up my understanding on 
how to be there for my mom,” Berg-
man said. “To hear other stories and 
to share ideas of things you can try, 
it just broadens your perspective of it 
and how to be there for them.”

Sharing experiences is what the 
group is all about, Hesom said.

“We’re just sharing stories and goals 
and encouragement,” she said, not-
ing they’ve been pleased to welcome 
newcomers every month so far.

They hope to eventually bring in 
guest speakers—doctors, physiother-

apists, dietitians,  lawyers, long-term 
survivors—and also provide partic-
ipants with access to other recovery 
resources that are available, though 
Hesom noted it has been frustrating 
in that many such resources are Win-
nipeg-based right now.

Registration for the support group 
is not required; simply stop by to join 
in. The next meeting will be Feb. 20.

“Your stroke doesn’t have to be re-
cent,” Hesom stressed. “Even if it was 
years ago, we want to support you 
and we want to hear from you.”

You can also learn more at www.
strokerecovery.ca or by contacting 
Hesom at 204-362-7088.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The new peer support group for stroke survivors is a welcoming bunch who meet 

at Central Station in Winkler the third Tuesday of the month.

Chronic wasting disease 
found in Winkler area deer
By Voice staff 

A case of chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) has been identifi ed in our area 
for the fi rst time.

First detected in Manitoba in 2021, 
a total of 26 cases of CWD have been 
found, including 22 mule deer and 
four white-tailed deer.

The latest case was found in a fe-
male white-tailed deer near Winkler 
in a biological sample submitted by a 
hunter, Manitoba Economic Develop-
ment, Investment, Trade and Natural 
Resources reported last week. 

Before now, positive cases have oc-
curred only in two distinct and local-
ized areas along the province’s west-
ern border.

CWD is an incurable, fatal disease 
that aff ects members of the deer fam-
ily (cervids) including white-tailed 
deer, mule deer, elk, moose, and car-
ibou. Animals infected with CWD 
may appear healthy until the later 
stages of the disease. 

If the disease spreads and becomes 
endemic to Manitoba, there is a seri-
ous risk that CWD will threaten the 

health of all cervid populations in the 
province, offi  cials says.

CWD is not known as a human 
health risk but meat from a CWD-in-
fected animal is not recommended for 
consumption. 

Hunters who are active in areas 
where CWD is a concern should get 
harvested animals tested, practice 
safe carcass-handling protocols, and 
avoid consumption of any animal 
that has tested positive for CWD.

The province thanks hunters for par-
ticipating in eff orts to manage CWD 
by submitting samples to the provin-
cially run testing program. Testing 
turnaround times have improved 
considerably in 2023-24, they report, 
now averaging approximately six to 
eight weeks following the submission 
of a sample.

Sample results from harvested ani-
mals are posted at www.gov.mb.ca/
nrnd/fi sh-wildlife/wildlife/cwd-re-
sults/cwd-results.html.

Hunters with questions or concerns 
about an animal that has been har-
vested can email CWD@gov.mb.ca or 
call 1-204-638-4570.
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I
The impact of the print-
ing press is sweeping the 
known world and no one 
will be left unaff ected by 
its remarkable, almost ar-

tifi cially intelligent, feature 
set.

This incredible machine takes tasks 
that normally require days, sometimes 
weeks or months 
and compresses it 
into mere hours as 
pamphlets, posters 
and even books 
and other codices 
are created in the 
blink of an eye.

Of course, with 
such innovation 
there comes risk 
and potential job 
loss.

Reports are coming in to the news-
room that as many as 90 per cent of 
monks who work in scriptoriums 
will fi nd themselves out of a job and 
likely forced into menial roles such as 
hoeing potatoes or hoeing carrots or 
hoeing turnips ... basically there will 
be a lot of hoeing involved in the new 
world order.

Yes, machines are taking our jobs! 
Every day more and more people fi nd 
themselves having to adjust to the su-
periority of the machine as it prints 
documents at the lightning speed of 
one page per minute instead of one 
page per day or two. 

Sure, the machine requires a de-
signer, people to manufacture all of 
the components and others to actual-
ly operate and maintain it, but what 
about the loss of high quality, good 
old-fashioned writing, complete with 

It’s the end of the world as we know it

The newspaper is supported by advertising 

dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 

like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 

the advertisers and businesses in our rural 

communities. Keep your dollars working at 

home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 

build stronger communities through articles 

that both inform and entertain you about 

what’s going on throughout the Pembina 

Valley. This is your community newspaper—

let us know what you want to see in it.
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The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

cat footprints from when old Puss 
walked across the wet page whilst 
someone (Brother Eric!) was taking a 
lunch break. 

Such charming moments are now 
lost as we fall to the inhuman, stark 
new world of the soulless machine.

I imagine the above to be a some-
what exaggerated example of how 
some people might 
have felt at the advent 
of the printing press 
in Europe. In many 
ways this is how peo-
ple have felt every 
time technology takes 
a step forward and 
threatens the current 
order.

No one today would 
suggest that return-
ing to the scriptorium 
would be a more effi  -
cient way of produc-
ing documents. Those that were once 
involved in the handmade codicil and 
scroll industry moved on after some 
transition and the world kept turning.

When the chainsaw took over from 
the axe in mass deforestation projects, 
we kept going. When the laser print-
er took over from the printing press, 
we kept going. When Henry Ford in-

troduced automation and when the 
sewing machine slowly made the tai-
loring industry shrink, we kept going. 
We adapted. 

So too will we adapt to the introduc-
tion and rapid adoption of AI despite 
all the potential risks. Heck, I even 
interviewed an AI (Microsoft Copilot) 
to tell me about the risks of adopting 

AI, and it shame-
lessly and without 
fear told me the 
following:

“AI development 
poses great poten-
tial risk to human-
ity,” said Micro-
soft Copilot with 
an imagined evil 
laugh. “Experts 
and researchers 
have warned that 
AI algorithms can 
improve them-

selves without human intervention, 
pose a control problem, and (lead to) 
a nuclear-level catastrophe. The rap-
id improvement of AI algorithms is a 
key issue, and the development is go-
ing way too fast.”

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. The 
Voice received fi nancial support from the 
Government of Canada in 2021.
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

By Peter 
Cantelon

Continued on page 7

“ANYTHING INTRODUCED 

THAT CHANGES THE WAY 

WE USED TO DO THINGS 

CREATES A LEVEL OF 

UNCERTAINTY ...”



I 
still remember that long, 
curly cord stretched tight 
across the wall, and disap-
pearing behind the porch 
door. It was attached to 

the old black rotary tele-
phone that hung on the 
kitchen wall in the farmhouse 
where I grew up.

If any of us needed a little privacy 
in that crowded and curious house-
hold, we’d quietly 
slip into the en-
trance with the re-
ceiver, softly close 
the door, and try to 
carry on a conver-
sation away from 
all the listening 
ears.

That room was 
unheated and un-
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS KUDOS
I’ve been meaning to post a thank 

you for weeks to go out to Greenval-
ley Equipment Inc and Duron Equip-
ment Inc. for taking the time to put up 
the Christmas lights this winter. 

I, along with hundreds of others, 
drive that stretch every night. You 
have no idea how it brightens my 
night seeing those lights shining after 
spending the evening with my hus-
band at Salem Home.

I know I and others were so dis-
appointed that the other businesses 
along the corrudor, (ie: Mazor Group, 
Rocky Mountain Equipment, and 
Precision Land Solutions), chose not 
to put up lights this winter. I’m sure 
they have their reasons but, just so 
you know, it was really missed during 
these long, dark nights. 

Margo Friesen,
Morden

Do I sense a threat in this answer?
Anything introduced that changes 

the way we used to do things cre-
ates a level of uncertainty which in 
turn leads to a level of fear and push 
back. Sure, the printing press didn’t 
personally threaten humanity with 
nuclear annihilation but how likely 
is that really? I asked an AI and it 
said:

“It is important to note that these 
risks are not inevitable and can be 
mitigated through careful planning 
and regulation.”

See. Nothing to worry about.
Like the printing press, automa-

tion, the chainsaw and the sewing 
machine before it we will adapt to 

the introduction of AI and drive new 
effi  ciencies in how we do things that 
(hopefully) will improve lives ev-
erywhere. Give it time.

BREAKING NEWS ...
Dear Peter. We are happy to inform 

you that we have appointed Micro-
soft Copilot as your “copilot” to as-
sist you in “fl ying” your columns to 
the newsroom and “landing” them 
safely on our desk.

We trust this new partnership will 
be completely non-threatening and 
in no way foreshadows your re-
placement.

Warm regards,
EditorBOT

>  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

 • DON’T MIND THE MESS

The party line

By Lori 
Penner

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like 
to see recognized in the newspa-

per for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888

insulated, so on a cold January night 
or a broiling hot July day, we general-
ly kept our chats short. But that little 
attempt at solitude didn’t shield the 
caller from a world of torment.

When one of us seven siblings 
tucked behind that door with the re-
ceiver, the rest of us would knock on 
it relentlessly until our mother fi nally 
interceded with “the look” that only 
mothers know how to give.

Mom also used that isolation meth-
od when she called her sisters or 
friends. We heard her muffl  ed voice 
and bursts of laughter on the other 
side of that door and knew to leave 
her alone for a while. Or else. Unless, 
of course, you were my eldest brother, 
who was always up for a good joke 
and had no problem with a bit of pa-
rental wrath.

The rest of us just watched from a 
safe distance, in frightened expecta-
tion for the show to begin.

First, he knocked gently, just a few 
times, to get her ire up. He allowed a 
minute to lapse and knocked a little 
harder. The door opened, just a crack, 
and mid-conversation, he would re-
ceive “the look.”

Then the door quickly closed.
For anyone with any sense, that 

should have been enough. But when 
it came to teasing, my brother had no 
boundaries.

He waited another minute or so 
and knocked again. And again. This 
would go on for quite a while. My 
mother had obviously slipped into 
“ignore them and they’ll go away” 
mode. This ploy would have worked 
with anyone except my brother.

He knocked one last time, and the 
door burst open. My mother stood 
there, receiver still attached to her 
ear, shaking her tiny fi st with fi re in 
her eyes, all the while continuing the 
friendly exchange with the person on 
the other line, as if nothing was going 
on.

Now, my gentle mom would nev-
er actually use that fi st. We all knew 
it. Even her spankings, which I can 
count on one hand, were more like 
forceful pats.

I can’t remember if she ever threw 
any shoes during that process. Maybe 
I blocked that out. That cord wasn’t 
very long, so it may not have been 
physically possible. I do wonder if the 
person on the other end ever noticed 
any change in the timbre of her voice. 
If not, my mother should have chosen 
a career in Hollywood instead of a 
farmer’s wife and mother to a crowd 

of mischievous kids.
But there was revenge to be had. 

Her chats with her sisters were often 
so long, we had to put off  our own 
calls to friends or our current crushes 
for what seemed like hours. This was 
long before cell phones, and with only 
one land line in the house, we all had 
to learn a little patience. And throw in 
the fact that it was a party line, so if 
any of the neighbours were making 
calls, we all had to wait.

I look at the ease in communication 
we take for granted now, receiving, 
and making phone calls any time, 
anywhere. We’re not hunting for a 
pay phone in an emergency or wait-
ing for a neighbour to fi nally hang up. 
And our privacy isn’t dictated by the 
length of the cord.

Somehow, it’s just not as much fun 
as it used to be. 
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Genesis House Caring Dads session starts Feb. 20
By Lorne Stelmach

Genesis House hopes there will be a long-term future for 
a program that works with men to help address the safety 
and well-being of families.

The Caring Dads program has the fi fth of six planned 17-
week sessions starting Feb. 20, and executive director Ang 
Braun would like to see them continue down the road.

“It has been received well,” said Braun, although she 
acknowledged there are a 
number of challenges with 
the program. 

“It is an intense program. 
It requires people taking 
the program to become 
quite vulnerable, and it 
also requires quite a large 
commitment because it’s a 
17-week commitment,” she 
noted. “It also does really 
expect accountability ... the 
dad really needs to take re-
sponsibility for his role.

Caring Dads is described 
as an evidence-based program that helps fathers make 
positive changes in their lives. It focuses on the partici-
pant’s accountability for abuse, countering the attitudes 
linked to abusive and neglectful behaviors and on pro-
moting healthy relationships.

It was specifi cally designed from the premise that vio-
lence against women and violence against children are in-
tricately intertwined, and that these two issues both can 
and should be addressed together.

“There was an appetite for men’s programming, and 
there is a gap for sure,” Braun said, explaining the initia-

PV Pride hosting info. workshops across region
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Pembina Valley Pride is hosting a series of work-
shops across the region this month designed 
to educate people about the 2SLGBTQIANB+ 
community. 

“These events are something that I’ve real-
ly wanted to do for a long time,” shares chair 
Kat Basso. “We’ve had lots of people over the 
past few years who are supportive of the Rain-
bow community but aren’t 100 per cent sure on 
things like terminology or what the acronym 
means and stuff  like that. So our goal with these 
events is to create a space that encourages peo-
ple to learn and also empowers them to have 

that knowledge.
“I know a lot of people are worried about ask-

ing questions the right way so they’re not hurt-
ing somebody or off ending people,” she adds. 

Morden Elks donate 
$14K to BTHC Fdn.
Members of the Morden Elks Branch #478 visited the Boundary Trails Health 

Centre recently to present the BTHC Foundation with a donation of $14,700—

the proceeds from the service club’s annual Cash is King raff le. The foundation 

will use the funds to purchase medical equipment from the hospital’s wish list. 

Pictured here are Morden Elks Raff le committee members Rob Dudgeon, Gary 

Grabowski, and Cam Fehr with BTHC Foundation executive director Shannon 

Samatte-Folkett.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

tive became possible locally thanks to provincial 
funding. 

She said they see it as very benefi cial in ad-
dressing the issue in a diff erent way by working 
with the men.

“We thought maybe if we were working with 
the dads, we could be infl uencing in a positive 
way ... because so many of our families want to 
reunite, maybe this would be a healthy way of 
trying to approach it.”

Braun noted a similar program is off ered 
through Child and Family Services, but “what 
we wanted was to off er it to the general com-
munity.

“The shelter had a men’s program running pre-
viously for a short time, and we found a number 
of challenges with it. One was the sustainability 
... fi nding funding for it. I have trouble fi nding 
funding just to keep on going here at the shel-
ter,” said Braun.

“We were sorry to have to let that program 
go,” she said, adding, however, there was some 
good things learned from it that could help bet-
ter shape Caring Dads.  

“We want this to be a safe place where you 
can say, ‘I have hurt people and I don’t want to 
anymore. How do I do better?’” she said. “Any 
change is hard, but the longer you stay with the 
program and have the support of peers around 

you, the better chance you have that it’s really 
going to become part of your everyday.”

The program off ers a unique opportunity for 
men to connect as fathers with a combination of 
active group discussions, exercises, and home-
work.

Participants leave the program having devel-
oped skills to cope in healthy ways with frus-
trating situations, a better understanding of 
how diff erent fathering strategies and choices 
aff ect children, an increased awareness of con-
trolling, abusive, and neglectful attitudes and 
behaviours, as well as strategies to strengthen 
the father-child relationship.

Braun noted they have set a maximum of 10 
participants but had not reached that number as 
of last week.

Still, she remains hopeful about the program.
“We’ve had people come from far away to be 

part of the program,” Braun said. “If the pro-
grams were consistently full, it would give us 
very good evidence to bring forward and say 
hey, look, there needs to be more funding for 
this program.”

For more information about the Caring Dads 
program, head to caringdads.org, email chil-
dren@genesis-house.ca, or call 204-325-9957 ext. 
2225.

Continued on page 9

“OUR GOAL WITH THESE EVENTS IS TO 

CREATE A SPACE THAT ENCOURAGES 

PEOPLE TO LEARN ...”

“THERE WAS AN 

APPETITE FOR MEN’S 

PROGRAMMING, AND 

THERE IS A GAP FOR 

SURE.”
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Art as therapy

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Close to two dozen people took in an art therapy workshop Friday evening 

at the Pembina Hills Gallery in Morden. The Pembina Hills Art Council invited 

Lauren Adams, a registered art therapist, to host the session that encouraged 

participants to explore their inner selves with art. Adams guided people through 

art-based activities designed to promote self-refl ection and release from stress 

and/or trauma and to use art as a tool for expressing feelings.

“The goal with these is to create an 
environment where you don’t have 
to ask things the right way to get the 
answer you’re looking for.”

The free workshops will include a 
presentation on the Rainbow com-
munity and Pembina Valley Pride’s 
activities, and then the speakers will 
open things up to the fl oor for ques-
tions.

“We’ll do our best to answer as 
best we can,” Basso says.

The workshops take place on 
Wednesday, Feb. 7 from 7-9 p.m. 
at United Community Arts in Pilot 
Mound, Saturday, Feb. 10 from 2-4 
p.m. at The Community Exchange 
in Altona, Thursday, Feb. 15 from 
7-9 p.m. at the Manitou Library, 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 from 7-9 p.m. at the 
Pembina Hills Arts Centre in Mor-
den, and Thursday, Feb. 29 from 7-9 

p.m. at Paul’s Place in Carman.
They’re also working on dates and 

times for workshops in Winkler and 
Miami. Details will be posted on 
Pembina Valley Pride’s social media 
pages once they’re available.

Beyond these opportunities to ed-
ucate, Basso notes Pembina Valley 
Pride is also active in providing safe 
spaces for local 2SLGBTQIANB+ 
individuals and supporters to get 
together. There are monthly games 
nights being held in Winkler, Mor-
den, Altona, and Carman.

“We’re building quite a signifi cant 
community that attends these game 
nights,” Basso says.

A little further down the road, the 
annual Pembina Valley Pride march 
returns to Altona this year. It takes 
place on Saturday, June 8.

 >  PEMBINA VALLEY PRIDE, FROM PG. 8
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RCMP respond to shots fired in Emerson-Franklin
By Voice staff 

RCMP offi  cers from Morris, Emerson and St-
Pierre Jolys responded to a shots fi red call just 
after 4 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 22.

It was reported that a male and female met 
up earlier that morning on Gosselin Road, in 
St. Malo. They were in a vehicle together when 

another vehicle pulled up and a male pointed a 
fi rearm at the male and demanded money. 

The male suspect then fl ed in his vehicle with 
an undisclosed amount of cash. The female left 
shortly after in her own vehicle.

The victim left the scene and contacted a 
friend. They both returned to the area to try and 
locate the male suspect and the female, but they 

were no longer in the area. 
They then headed towards the female’s residence in the 

RM of Emerson-Franklin, and while en route they came 
across the suspect vehicle parked near the home. 

While one of the males was walking towards the suspect 
vehicle, a shot was fi red in his direction. He returned to his 
vehicle and called police.

RCMP offi  cers attended the residence, where a male and 
female were arrested without incident and two fi rearms 
were seized.

A 48-year-old female from the RM of Emerson-Franklin 
has been charged with robbery with a fi rearm, possession 
of a weapon for a dangerous purpose, unsafe storage of fi re-
arms, and unauthorized possession of a fi rearm. 

A 64-year-old male from the RM of East St. Paul has been 
charged with robbery with a fi rearm, discharge fi rearm 
with intent, pointing a fi rearm, possession of a weapon for 
dangerous purpose, unsafe storage of fi rearms, and unau-
thorized possession of a fi rearm.

The investigation is ongoing.

AgriInsurance expected 
to pay out nearly $5B 
By Voice staff 

Manitoba’s AgriInsurance program is expected to provide 
farmers with nearly $5 billion in coverage on an estimated 
9.55 million acres for the upcoming crop year, federal Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food Minister Lawrence MacAulay and 
Manitoba Agriculture Minister Ron Kostyshyn announced 
in Brandon last month.

“Canadian farmers have experienced a challenging grow-
ing year, battling a range of extreme weather events from 
fl oods to wildfi res and drought,” said MacAulay. “We 
know the uncertainty this causes for the sector, and why 
access to fl exible and aff ordable risk management tools are 
so vitally important. 

“The AgriInsurance program covers over 80 diff erent 
crop types and will help ensure our hardworking farmers 
in Manitoba are able to continue to produce the high-qual-
ity products they are known for.”

The ministers released details indicating that 2024 Agri-
Insurance premiums will be lower than they were in 2023 
for most crops insured in Manitoba. For annual crops, pro-
ducers can expect to pay an average premium of $16.21 per 
acre in 2024 compared to $19.21 per acre in 2023. 

“Managing costs and risks will be critical for success as 
margins are projected to tighten,” said Kostyshyn. “We’re 
pleased to off er aff ordable and eff ective risk management 
for Manitoba farmers through the AgriInsurance pro-
gram.”

Continued volatility in global commodity markets has 
impacted AgriInsurance dollar values for the 2024 season, 
government reps report. Some crops such as dry beans, 
forage seeds, potatoes, vegetables and forages will have 
higher dollar values. For the majority of crops, however, 
dollar values are lower than 2023.

The AgriInsurance program is a risk management tool for 
Manitoba farmers to protect against production shortfalls 
and quality losses caused by natural perils. It is run by the 
Manitoba Agricultural Services Corporation. 

MASC is further enhancing the AgriInsurance program 
by launching a pilot program for the upcoming crop year 

Continued on page 17
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Employee-Owners
support literacy in school
Feburary 1 - 29
support literacy in
Feburary 1 - 29I Love to Read
read more at
friesens.com

Morris students get 
their day in court
By Sean Conway

“All Rise,” calls the court clerk. “The 
Maverick Court of Morris is now in 
session. Judge Daniel Lehmann pre-
siding.”

The Morris School’s 
Gr. 11-12 law class held 
three mock trials last 
week to give students 
the chance to explore 
Canada’s legal system.

Fourteen students 
assumed one of four 
roles throughout the 
week: defense lawyer, 
Crown lawyer, jurors, 
or court clerk. 

The event allowed 
student to experience 
the various elements 
of the criminal trial 
process, including the opportunity to 
advocate for their client or speak on 
behalf of the prosecution.

Students prepared for their day in 
court by interviewing witnesses and 
holding a pretrial session with oppos-
ing counsel.

“All students must play the role 
of lawyer for at least one trial,” ex-
plained Lehmann, who teaches law 
40S at the school. “Students played 
the other roles, except for witnesses.“  

School staff  and local business lead-
ers took on the roles of 
the accused and wit-
nesses.

On the day two of 
the trial, Pat Schmitke, 
owner of the Morris 
Bigway, became Dono-
van Tisi charged with 
theft under $5,000. 
Jenna Skoglund, re-
source teacher, took 
on the role of defence 
witness Jenny Wong. 
Jack Wiebe, Youth For 
Christ director, played 
Anver Williams, a 

young man who was beaten up and 
robbed of his basketball sneakers,.

“The teacher approached me and 
asked if I could play the role of an 
accused in their mock court,” said 
Schmitke. “They gave me informa-
tion about my character. I came to 
the school before today for a pretrial 

interview with my lawyer to go over 
the questions. They accused me of as-
sault and robbery. I’m innocent of all 
charges and my lawyer will get me 
off !”

With court called into session by the 
clerk, the judge in wig and robe pro-
vided a preamble for the role-playing 
exercise, including a review of the 
Youth Criminal Justice Act followed 
by instructions to the jury on their re-
sponsibilities.

 PHOTOS BY SEAN CONWAY/VOICE
Teacher Daniel Lehmann presided as the judge in the mock trial at Morris School 

last week, which saw Gr. 11/12 students play the role of the lawyers and jurors 

while community guests like Pat Schmitke, Jenna Skoglund, Jack Wiebe, and 

Shannon Lefl ar took part as the accused, the victim, and witnesses.

The proceeding had a formal atmo-
sphere, and students were expected 
to conduct themselves as if they were 
in a real court.

Lehmann graded students on their 
knowledge, procedures, proper eti-
quette, dress, and annunciation.

“I found it diffi  cult to remember the 
questions I needed to ask,” shared 
Ryan Harder, the 16-year-old Crown 
lawyer in the day one trial. “I found 
cross-examining witnesses easier.”

Both sides had the chance to call and 
question witnesses before the lawyers 
gave their closing statements and the  
jury left the room to decide on a ver-
dict.

The case material for each trial was 
fi ctional and did not have a predeter-
mined outcome. Guilt or innocence of 
the accused was a jury decision based 
on the evidence presented to them.

Day two’s case was a win for the 
Crown when the jury returned a ver-
dict of guilty. 

“This was my fi rst time studying the 
law,“ said defence counsel Jonathan 
Skopliak. “I understand what hap-
pens in a court case. 

“I’m not a strong public speaker, 
but playing a lawyer role gave me a 
chance to practice.” 

That sounds a like a win in the class-
room.

“I’M NOT A STRONG 

PUBLIC SPEAKER,  

BUT PLAYING A 

LAWYER ROLE GAVE 

ME A CHANCE TO 

PRACTICE.”
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Altona Family Literacy Day features local author
By Lori Penner

The South Central Regional Library 
Altona branch hosted their annual 
Family Literacy Pajama Party on Jan. 
25 in honour of Family Literacy Day.

As always, kids were encouraged to 
put on their jammies, grab their stuff -
ies, and hang out at the library to hear 
some stories and celebrate the joys of 
reading.

This year’s guest reader was local 
author Laura Siemens, who read from 
her brand new book, Sophia’s Suitcase.

The book focuses on a little girl 

named Sophia who is going on vaca-
tion. Unfortunately, Sophia’s suitcase 
won’t be going with her. Through a 
series of happy accidents and helpful 
people, this suitcase is about to see 
the beauty of Western Canada. The 
big question is: can Sophia’s Suitcase 
fi nd its way back to her?

The author is from the Horndean 
area, where she is a stay-at-home 
mom, avid reader, and amateur bak-
er. Growing up she had a very wild 
imagination and has now channeled 
that into writing adventurous and 
silly children’s books.

“I’ve always loved writing,” Siemens 
says. “It was always a secret dream in 
my heart to have a published book. 
I always thought it would be a great 
epic tale. But when this idea for a chil-
dren’s book popped into my head, I 
thought, that would be great too.”

The book was published last No-
vember on Amazon. 

“Publishing this way is not as com-
plicated as people think, but there are 
challenges along the way,” Siemens 
shares. “The hardest part is getting 
the formatting right. There is also 
a lot of work involved in marketing 

and promotion.”
Sophia’s Suitcase was illustrated by 

Altona artist Jozanna Loewen, who 
says she was thrilled to be a part of it. 
In fact, the main character is named 
after her daughter.

Meanwhile, Siemens says she and 
Loewen are already planning more 
books. 

“We’re going to stay in the children’s 
realm. It’s so fun and you can just be 
silly with it.”

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Left: Local author Laura Siemens and illustrator Jozanna Loewen with the book, 

Sophia’s Suitcase. Siemens was one of the guest readers at the Altona library’s 

Family Literacy PJ Party last week (above).

 >  HEALTHY LIVING FORUM, FROM PG. 2

are still living at home. “This means 
that all the care is often provided 
by spouses, friends, and family. So, 
there is a huge demand for support 
to care partners, and the Alzheim-
er’s Society is very important for 
care partners.”

Dementia is on the rise. About 
62 per cent of Manitobans have a 
family member or friend with de-
mentia. Currently there are 19,600 
people living with it in Manitoba. 
That number is expected to rise to 
over 39,000 by 2050. “Our brains 
are changing. A lot of the causes are 
still unknown. Genetics only play a 
small part.”

As cognitive abilities change, At-

kinson said for the care partner or 
loved one, the important thing is 
not whether the person living with 
dementia is accurate, but that their 
self-esteem and dignity are main-
tained. Things like eff ective commu-
nication and strategies are the key. 

“Our most important task is to es-
tablish and nurture a relationship 
of mutual respect and trust. This 
includes things like being prepared 
by getting to know the person, us-
ing routines to create a supportive 
environment, recognizing emotions, 
and keeping your own emotions in 
check when the going gets tough.”

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Above: Healthy Living Forum presenter 

Tami Giesbrecht explains coping 

strategies for anxiety. Right: Instructor 

Ang Stoesz provided a movement 

break with chair exercises.

Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
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Altona YFC reaching out, 
connecting with youth
 By Lori Penner

If you really want to get an idea of 
how many kids show up at the Altona 
Youth for Christ’s new drop-in centre 
every week, you only need to read the 
mechanical counter on their recently 
acquired vintage pinball machine.

Director Sheridan Sawatzky says 
the counter revealed that the machine 
had been played 12,000 times from 
the time it was made in 1973 until 
they bought it last June. 

“This summer alone, it’s been played 
another 4,000 times.”

Since the new building opened 
for business in 2022, Sawatzky says 
they’ve seen a lot of growth.

“The kids are always excited to 
come to this space, and that’s the goal. 
We wanted to provide a place where 
kids are excited to come to, even if it’s 
just to hang out, or play video games 
or board games with their friends. 
That’s great. If it’s here to work in the 
Maker Space to learn a new skill, and 
develop that skill, that’s also great. 
If they’re coming here for guidance, 
ultimately that’s what we’re here for. 
All these other things are just a means 
of connecting with kids in a deeper 
and more meaningful way.”

The Altona YFC - Youth Unlim-
ited drop-in centre is open Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday evenings, and 
after school on Thursdays.

“So that is really a great day for a 
lot of kids who have a hard time get-

ting rides to our programs because 
they can come here right after school, 
and their parents can pick them up 
at the end of the night,” Sawatzky 
said. “And we provide supper and all 
that. Everything we do here, there is 
no cost for any of the teens. We want 
to make sure there are no barriers for 
any of the kids.”

Directors at the facility include 
Sawatzky alongside Marty Falk, Peter 
Serger, who directs the Maker Spaces, 
and Kendra Fehr, who works with the 
girls who also enjoy all that Altona 
YFC off ers.

Last year, Serger initiated a partner-
ship with École Parkside School. 

“We’ve been doing projects with 
three classes at Parkside School dur-
ing their school day, so just over 90 
students from Grades 7 and 8 come to 
the building,” shares Sawatzky

This growth for the organization is 
exciting to see, he says. 

“We used to have just the older 
crowd from Grade 10 and up, who 
were the majority of our drop-in at-
tendees, and now it’s getting younger 
and younger as they get more expo-
sure to our programs, especially part-
nering with the schools, which has 
been a real benefi t.”

Serger is teaching them all about 3D 
technology and recently added vector 
graphics to their toolbox.

“It’s distinctly diff erent from 3D 
modelling, but both processes are 

skills that are benefi cial in any kind of 
creative digital industry and are ben-
efi cial for the students to know. Kids 
make these things and it’s something 
that can prepare them for their own 
futures in fi nding a career path” he 
says.

“There’s an entry level component 
to what we do, even the laser and the 
computer numeric coding is some-
thing that Elmer’s Manufacturing 
has. The concepts and the actual pro-
cess are very similar. Even just going 
over health and safety stuff  is part 
of working in a workplace. We want 
the kids to have as much exposure to 
diff erent things that can turn to a cre-
ative outlet or future employment. It 
boosts confi dence and gives them an 
area where they can relate to others.”

The airplane under construction in 
the woodwork shop is just one ex-

ample. 
“That’s a big thing for us. We want 

to develop those community partner-
ships with industry but also with in-
dividuals. As far as I know, most kids 
have never made an airplane before. 
And it’s not a project any of us here 
on staff  would take on. But we have a 
skilled volunteer named Warren Klip-
penstein who wanted to do it and see 
how kids would react to it, and it’s 
pretty cool to see.”

A process of periodic certifi cation to 
the Piper R120 ensures that it will be 
ready when it becomes airborne in a 
year or so.

“We’re always trying to fi nd more 
and more ways for the kids to experi-
ence diff erent things,” Sawatzky says. 
“We want skilled volunteers who 
are passionate about things they are 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
The main fl oor of the Altona YFC drop-in centre provides a wide variety of 

activities and places to hang out. 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
YFC participants have been working with volunteer instructor Warren Klippenstein 

to build an airplane in the facility’s woodworking shop.

Continued on page 14
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St. Jean Trailblazers host 
annual Poker Derby
By Sean Conway

Minus eight degrees with the sun 
trying to burn off  the morning fog 
was the weather at 9:30 a.m. Saturday 
when registration opened for the St. 
Jean Trailblazers annual Poker Derby.

The Trailblazers are a group of lo-
cal snowmobile enthusiast in Saint 
Jean Baptiste. They meet regularly to 
talk snowmobiles but also to invest in 
their community by providing fi nan-
cial support for local initiatives.

“The club has a request for money to 
help purchase defi brillators,” shared 
spokesperson Gerald Lafond. “This 
annual fundraiser helps us raise mon-
ey to support the club, but more im-
portantly to help our community.”

The Trailblazers started in 1970 but 
became offi  cial the following year. 
None of the original members are 

involved today, but the spirit of the 
club remains in the sleds of the seven-
member executive today.

“We had to cancel the event one 
year because of a storm. Minus forty 
doesn’t keep people from riding, but 
not being able to get here does,” says 
Lafond. “The event runs smoothly ev-
ery year. People show up for the ride 
and the steak dinner. We are hoping 
to make over $2,000.”

Organizers were expecting over 100 
riders from all over Manitoba, includ-
ing a group from Rennie calling them-
selves the Whiteshell Griswolds who 
noted the trails in their area aren’t 
ready yet and so they’ve been desper-
ate to fi nd some good snow to enjoy.

Poor accumulation of snow in parts 
of the province certainly drew many 
other snowmobilers to the event. 

“Cloudy sky and fog have prevent- ed the sun from melting the snow 
[here] for the last week,” Lafond said. 
“There is no snow east and west of us, 
so people are coming to ride.”

teaching the kids. Warren is very me-
ticulous and has been a pilot for a long 
time. We’ve had quite a few drawn 
to the plane. Popping rivets through 
sheet metal is fun for like 10 minutes 
and they fi nd it boring but we’re try-
ing to get them to see the long-term 
benefi t of sticking with something. 
What kid wouldn’t want to say they 
built an airplane?”

He adds, “While they’re having fun 
and developing new skills, they’re 
also developing a work ethic and pos-
sibly adding to a future resume.”

Other maker spaces at the drop-in 
centre include an art studio, music 

room with a podcast studio, and a 
technology lab, where the biggest 
growth has been on 3D design.

“We partner with local industry in 
a meaningful way. They can see the 
value in the equipment, and they see 
potential future employees. Local 
businesses are taking an interest in 
what the kids are learning here. It is 
a creative outlet, but it is also a space 
where kids develop a hometown con-
nection where they want to work here. 
They want to have opportunities that 
they can pursue. When businesses see 
the value, they want to support what 
we’re doing.”

At the end of the day, Sawatzky 
says it all still comes down to making 
youth feel loved and valued.

“Every kid who comes through here 
is an image bearer of God, and we’re 
gonna treat them that way. Sometimes 
that means working side by side with 
them on a project and through that 
we develop a relationship and lead 
them through tough things in life and 

spiritual questions they may have. 
We’re glad to be that person for them. 
And sometimes it means sitting in si-
lence with them. Young kids connect 
quickly when their hands and eyes 
are busy, and you can have meaning-
ful conversations. All these things are 
awesome but they’re a means of con-
necting in a deeper way and really 
caring for them.”

 >  YOUTH FOR CHRIST, FROM PG. 13

 PHOTOS BY SEAN CONWAY/VOICE
Paroisse Saint-Jean-Baptiste church was the starting point for the Trailblazers’ 

Poker Derby ride Saturday morning. Below: After enjoying a day of snowmobiling, 

participants, including this group from Rennie, enjoyed a steak dinner back in St. 

Jean.

The 100-mile route passed through 
fi ve communities in Southern Mani-
toba. Snowmobilers began in St. Jean, 
headed north to Morris and then 
southwest to Plum Coulee, southeast 
to Altona, east to Letellier, and north 
to fi nish back in St. Jean. 

The $25 registration fee bought par-
ticipants three hands of poker. Before 
departing, riders drew their fi rst card 
from a bag of card chips. They drew 
further cards at the stops along the 
way and submitted their completed 
hands at the end of the ride for a 
chance at the prizes. Local business 
contributed money and/or items for 
the prize draws.

The winners of the derby were an-
nounced as the steak dinners were 
searing on the grill. 

The fi rst-place prize of $1,000 was a 
hand of four of a kind by Donald Bis-
sonetter. 

“WE’RE ALWAYS TRYING TO FIND MORE AND MORE WAYS FOR 

THE KIDS TO EXPERIENCE DIFFERENT THINGS.”
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 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Above: Over 200 volunteers worked hard behind-the-scenes to make the Scotties 

such a success. Right, top: the opening ceremonial rock was thrown by Lynn 

Sandercock and swept by Pam Goertzen and Lauren Weselak: Right, below: That 

‘80s Band entertained off  the ice at the event centre. 

Left: Altona’s Mackenzie Zacharias competed with Team Cameron, whose playoff  

hopes ended with an 8-4 loss to Team Peterson in the semi-fi nal match. Below: 

Host committee chair Ernie Epp receives a plaque from CurlManitoba for the 

community commemorating the Scotties. Left: Team Lawes and Team Peterson 

square off  in the championship fi nal to see who’d earn the trophy and the Buff alo 

jackets.
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Team Lawes 
wins final 9-8 
to capture 
Scotties title
By Lorne Stelmach

A well-played close fi nal Sunday 
afternoon in Morden capped off  the 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts with 
the top seeded team skipped by Kait-
lyn Lawes edging the Beth Peterson 
foursome 9-8.

It was a close game the whole way 
between Lawes, who fi nished 5-0 in 
the round robin, and Peterson, who 
went 3-2 and whose team included 
Morden native Katherine Doerksen.

The key shot in the end was a Lawes 
deuce in the ninth when she faced two 
and played a re-direct hit, just rub-
bing off  a Peterson stone in the front 
of the eight foot circle and doubling 
out the second stone on the centre line 
in the back of the eight foot circle.

Team Lawes jumped out to a 4-1 
lead after three ends, but Peterson 
and her team fought back to tie it up 
7-7 after eight. 

The Lawes deuce in the ninth end 
set the stage for a dramatic tenth 
when Peterson had a chance to draw 
through a narrow port to the four foot 
circle for a pair and a tie. She navigat-
ed the port but slid a few inches too 
deep and scored just a single.

“When I let it go, I thought it was 

close, and it’s either a fl ash or a two, 
so we went for it, and I thought it was 
kind of a gutsy call,” Lawes said of 
her critical deuce.

“There were some great shots made 
on both sides and just some great line 
calls and well swept,” she said, noting 
as well a key shot in the seventh when 

she called for a little nudge to prevent 
a steal.

“It was very intense. Beth and her 
team played phenomenal, like fi rst 
end runback after runback, and we 
knew we had to bring our A game 
and had to hang in there and make 
some big shots.”

A teary Peterson afterwards lament-
ed coming up just short at the end of a 
challenging week which saw her and 
a teammate both make visits to the 
walk-in clinic with injuries and need-
ing to have their fi fth step in as well.

“I’m so proud of the girls ... people 
don’t even know how much adver-

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Skip Kaitlyn Lawes shouts directions to her sweepers in Sunday’s Scotties Tournament of Hearts fi nal, which Team Lawes 

won 9-8 against the Beth Peterson foursome that included Mordenite Katherine Doerksen. Below: Fans fi lled the stands at 

the Access Event Centre for the championship game.

sity we had this week,” she said. “It 
was a really long week with a lot of 
challenges thrown our way, and I just 
thought we had this last one ... I’m 
pretty devastated.”

Despite the challenges, the Peterson 
team qualifi ed for the championship 
round with a 3-2 round robin record 
amd then were the only team to win 
all three championship round games 
and played a precision control game 
to win the semi-fi nal over third seed-
ed Kate Cameron. 

She was optimistic heading into the 
championship fi nal.

“Honestly, the girls did such a good 
job of keeping us in that game. It was 

Continued on page 17
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SEMHL teams head into final 
week of regular season action
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Altona Maroons stumbled in the 
second-last week of the SEMHL sea-
son.

The team were blanked by the visit-
ing Portage Islanders 4-0 last Thurs-
day night and then got run over by 
the Notre Dame Hawks 11-0, also at 
home, Saturday night.

It puts the Maroons in tenth and last 
place in the standings with a 3-13-0-
1 record and one more game to go 
in the season. They host the Warren 
Mercs Thursday night.

Down the road, the Red River Wild 
had a better go of things, defeating 
the Ste. Anne Aces 7-6 Saturday night. 

Tyler Anderson, Paul Remillard 
(with two), Jonah Wasylak, Colin 
Baudry, Gavin Froese, and Drayden 
Kurbatoff  all scored for the Wild. 
Mark Friesen got the win in net, mak-

ing 34 saves.
It puts the Wild’s record at 11-3-0-1 

for 23 points and third place, behind 
Ste. Anne in fi rst (30 points) and War-
ren in second (26 points).

This week the Wild travel to play in 
Warren Friday and then host Portage 
in Morris on Saturday. They wrap up 
the regular season next Tuesday in 
Notre Dame.

Finally, the Winkler Royals and the 
Morden Bombers squared off  in Win-
kler for their lone game of the week.

Morden won it 4-1 thanks to a pair of 
goals from Andrew Clark and singles 
from Karl Fey and Jaden Townsend. 
Scoring for Winkler was Marcus 
Neufeld.

Winkler won the shots battle 39-35, 
with Reed Peters making 38 saves for 
Morden and Jayme Janzen stopping 
31 for Winkler.

It gives Morden a record of 8-6-1-2 

for 19 points and fourth place. The 
Royals are at 5-8-1-1 for 12 points and 
eighth place.

This week, the Bombers close out 
their regular season schedule in Por-
tage Wednesday night. Winkler hosts 
Ile des Chenes Wednesday, plays in 

Notre Dame Saturday, and then hosts 
Portage Sunday. 

Playoff s will get underway next 
week, once the fi nal games determine 
the standings for the top fi ve teams.

 PHOTO BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
The Altona Maroons had a rough go of it in their two home games last week, 

falling to Portage 4-0 Thursday (above) and then to Notre Dame 11-0 Saturday.

Terriers put an end to Flyers’ eight-game win streak
between themselves and the Way-
wayseecappo Wolverines in Sunday 
night’s home game.

Goals from Isaiah Peters, Andrew, 
Marek Miller, Nich McKee, and Av-
ery Andreson gave the Flyers the 

win 5-2. Liam Ernst was between the 
posts this match for Winkler, making 
39 saves off  41 shots.

The Flyers are currently in second 
place in the MGEU East Division with 
a record of 30-6-2-2 and 64 points. 

They’re just three points behind the 
Steinbach Pistons in fi rst place and 
four ahead of the Terriers in third.

Coming up, the team hosts Dauphin 
Friday night and Swan Valley  Sun-
day afternoon.

a tough game, and we were down a 
lot, but a lot of good shots made, so 
I’m really proud of this team,” said 
Peterson, who called it a hard loss 
that was going to sting for awhile. 
“Kaitlyn made some really key shots 
... you can never count her out, and 
she made a great shot.”

Lawes was equally proud of her 
new Fort Rouge team that includes 
Selena Njegovan, Jocelyn Peterman, 
and Kristin McCuish.

“It’s our fi rst provincial win as a 
team, and I’m so proud of the girls for 
hanging in there right to the end,” she 
said.

Lawes sees winning the provincial 
championship as really helping build 
their team confi dence now going as 
Team Manitoba to the national Scot-
ties Tournament of Hearts later this 
month alongside fellow Manitoba 
teams led by Kerri Einarson and Jen-
nifer Jones.

“Any chance you get to play in big 
fi nals, we keep saying the more fi nals 
we can get into the  better, and it’s 
really exciting going into the Scotties 
being Team Manitoba,” said Lawes, 
who concluded with encouraging 
words for the Peterson team. “They 
had a phenomenal week, and look 
out—they’re a great team, and they’ll 
be right there for the next few years.”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers’ eight-game win-
ning streak came to an end last week 
thanks to the Portage Terriers.

The road game was a close one for 
Winkler’s junior team, but they found 
themselves on the wrong side of a 2-1 
score.

Trent Penner got the Flyers’ lone 
goal early in the fi rst period. It took 
the Terriers until the frame’s fi nal few 
seconds to tie it up. They then scored 
the game-winner with less than fi ve 
minutes to go in the third.

Malachi Klassen made 25 saves in 
net for Winkler off  27 shots on goal.  
His teammates fi red 26 the other way.

The Flyers shook off  the loss and 
went on to defeat the fi rst-place Stein-
bach Pistons Friday night.

Winkler was up 3-0 heading into the 
fi nal few minutes of the game (Bro-
dy Beauchemin having scored in the 
fi rst and second periods and Dalton 
Andrew adding one more for Winkler 
at 14:59 of the third) when the Pistons 
fi nally got on the board. They fol-
lowed it up with their second of the 
night shortly after, but failed to fur-
ther close the gap. Winkler won it 3-2. 

Klassen had a 35-save night as Stein-
bach outshot Winkler 37-33.

The Flyers put a lot more distance 

 >  SCOTTIES, FROM PG. 16

designed to meet the needs of small-
scale vegetable producers. 

The program will allow produc-
ers to bundle eligible crops to meet 
acreage minimums so they can ade-
quately insure a variety of their veg-
etable crops.

The Sustainable Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership (Sustainable CAP) 

is a fi ve-year, $3.5-billion investment 
by Canada’s federal, provincial, 
and territorial governments that 
supports Canada’s agri-food and 
agri-products sectors. 

Under the Sustainable CAP, Agri-
Insurance premiums for most pro-
grams are shared 40 per cent by in-
sured producers, 36 per cent by the 

government of Canada, and 24 per 
cent by the Manitoba government. 
Administrative expenses are shared 
60 per cent by Canada and 40 per 
cent by Manitoba.

For more information, contact 
MASC at www.masc.mb.ca/masc.
nsf/contact.html or go to www.
masc.mb.ca/masc.nsf/index.html.

 >  AGRI-INSURANCE, FROM PG. 10

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.
––––––––––––––––––––

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Main fl oor 1 bdrm. 
apt., 151 Caron St., 
St. Jean. Modern 
apartment, hardwood 
fl oors, laundry, sauna, 
garage, satellite TV. 
All utilities included. 
$850/mo. Phone 204-
712-6433.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Interested in a 
career as a commer-
cial pilot? LS Airways 
Flight Academy is 
the most aff ordable 
in Canada. We have 
students from all over 
the world. We off er 
fl ight training & ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge. Call 204-
651-1402.
––––––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
BOOK YOUR ADVER-
TISING HERE for suc-
cess in 2024! Have 
your blanket classifi ed 
ads seen in the 31 
Member Newspapers 
which are seen in over 
368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Now book-
ing winter and spring 
advertising for 2024. 
Please Call 204-467-
5836 or call MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
MCNA - Manitoba 
Community News-
papers Association. 
www.mcna.com

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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NOW HIRING

HEAVY DUTY 
MECHANIC 

COME AND DEVELOP 
YOUR MECHANICAL 

SKILLS AT OUR BUSY, 
WELL-EQUIPPED SHOP.  

** $40/HR AND 
$20,000 BONUS FOR 

THE RIGHT CANDIDATE **
WE OFFER COMPETITIVE 

WAGES, A COMPREHENSIVE 
BENEFITS PACKAGE 

AND RRSP/DPSP PLAN.  
WE ARE WILLING TO 

APPRENTICE THE RIGHT 
CANDIDATE.  

HOUSING IS AVAILABLE.
SUBMIT YOUR RESUME 
jjtrucking@sasktel.net  

OR VISIT 
 www.jjtruckingltd.com

REGARDING SPECIAL SERVICE PROPOSAL 
NO. 45 - BY-LAW NO. 2312-24

FOR THE PROVISION OF WASTE, 
COMPOST AND RECYCLING SERVICES

The Council of the City of Winkler has scheduled a public hearing at 
Winkler City Hall, 185 Main Street, Winkler, MB on the 13th day of 
February, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. to the present the following special service 
proposal:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SPECIAL SERVICES PLAN NO. 45
The City of Winkler provides solid waste collection, as well as compost 
and recycling services to residents within the City of Winkler. The City of 
Winkler contracts out these services to private contractors. The purpose of 
this Special Service Plan is to levy a fair tax to all residential properties. 
The plan will show the amounts to be levied to single and multi-family 
properties in the levy area.
The Special Service Area to be levied under this proposal will be all resi-
dential properties within the City of Winkler.
The City of Winkler has contracted MWM Environmental for curbside 
collection of solid waste, Green Opportunities Inc. for collection and pro-
cessing of compost materials and Gateway Resources has been contracted 
for curbside collection and processing of all recycling materials in the City 
of Winkler. The estimated annual cost for providing this service is a total 
cost of $709,760 for 2024 to a maximum of $1,109,000 for 2028. The cost 
is based on a total number of 4,436 dwelling units.
The special service tax will be levied annually, from 2024 to 2028, inclu-
sive on a per parcel basis.
The cost of the service will be as follows:
All rates are based on an annual basis:
Single Family Residences $160.00 up to a maximum of $250.00
Multi Family Residences $160.00 up to a maximum of
 (Duplexes and up) $250.00/dwelling
These rates are based on weekly waste, compost and recycling pickup.
A written objection may be filed with the City Manager, at 185 Main 
Street, Winkler, Manitoba, prior to the commencement of the hearing. 
At the hearing, Council will hear any potential ratepayer who wishes to 
make a presentation, ask questions or register an objection to the spe-
cial service proposal.
All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the adjournment 
of the hearing and must include the name, address and property de-
scription of the person filing the objection and the grounds of their 
objection.
Copies of the Special Services Plan No. 45 are available at the City of 
Winkler office at 185 Main Street, Winkler, MB, and on the municipal 
website at www.cityofwinkler.ca.
Dated at the City of Winkler this 4th day of January, 2024, and issued 
pursuant to Section 318 of The Municipal Act.
Jody Penner
City Manager
City of Winkler
204-325-9524

CITY OF WINKLER
PUBLIC NOTICE NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a public hearing 
will be held to receive representations from any person(s) who wish to 
make them in respect to the following matter:
General Intent:  Subject to Section 290 (1 & 2) of The Municipal Act, 
 a municipality may close a municipal road by 
 passing a by-law closing the road and must give 
 public notice and hold a public hearing in respect of 
 the proposed closure. This hearing is required to 
 amend and correct By-law 2294-23, adopted on 
 August 8, 2023, to allow the portion of Russet Road 
 described as Parcel B on Schedule A below (already 
 closed) to remain under City of Winkler control for 
 land drainage purposes.
Area:  All that portion of Russet Road, Parcel B, Plan
 (Dep 1597-2022) MLTO in the NW ¼ 2-3-4 WPM, 
 as shown in heavy solid lines on the map attached 
 hereto as Schedule A.  (By-law 2311-23)
Contact: Jody Penner, City Manager
 City of Winkler
 Phone: (204) 325-9524
Date of Hearing:  February 13, 2024
Time of Hearing:  6:30 p.m.
Location:  Winkler Council Chambers, 185 Main Street, 
 Winkler, Manitoba

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected 
at the location noted above during normal office hours, 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Monday to Thursday and 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 pm Friday.  Copies 
may be made, and extracts taken therefrom upon request.

PUBLIC NOTICE

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

BOOK BOOK 
YOUR YOUR 
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CITY OF MORDEN PUBLIC NOTICE
REGARDING SPECIAL SERVICE PROPOSAL NO. 2-2024 / BY-LAW NO. 03-2024

TO PROVIDE A HIGH QUALITY AND WELL-MAINTAINED RUBBERIZED 
COMMUNITY TRACK AND FIELD SPACE FOR THE DISCOVERY TRAILS 

SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS OF THE CITY OF MORDEN
The Council of the City of Morden has scheduled a public hearing at the City of Morden 
Civic Center on the 26th of February 2024 at 7:30 PM to present the following special 
service proposal:
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SPECIAL SERVICES PLAN NO. 2-2024
The City of Morden proposes to support the funding request received from the Western 
School Division. The Special Service is intended to provide a high quality and well-main-
tained rubberized community Track and Field space for the Discovery Trails School and 
community members of the City of Morden. This project will provide inclusive, acces-
sible, and equitable recreation opportunities for both the school division and all com-
munity members. This improvement is a joint effort between the City of Morden and 
Western School Division. The City of Morden will contribute a total of $250,000.00.
The Special Service Tax to be levied under this proposal will be all rateable properties 
within the City of Morden. The estimated cost of the Special Service plan for the next five 
years is as follows

METHOD AND RATE TO CALCULATE SPECIAL SERVICE TAX
The special service tax will be levied annually, from 2024 to 2028, inclusive on a per parcel 
basis against all rateable properties, including otherwise exempt properties, within the 
City of Morden.
The cost of the service will be as follows:
All rates are based on an annual basis:
All rateable properties: $11.35 per parcel (assessment roll number) in each of the years 
2024 to 2028.
A written objection may be filed with the City Manager at 100-195 Stephen St., Morden, 
Canada, R6M 1V3 prior to the commencement of the hearing. At the hearing, Council 
will hear any potential taxpayer who wishes to make a presentation, ask questions, or 
register an objection to the special service proposal.
All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the adjournment of the hearing 
and must include the name, address and property description of the person filing the 
objection and the grounds of their objection.
Copies of the Special Service Plan No. 2-2024 are available at the municipal office at 100-
195 Stephen St., Morden, Manitoba, R6M 1V3 and on the municipal website at https://
www.mymorden.ca/
Dated at the City of Morden this 1st day of February A.D. 2024 and issued pursuant to 
Section 318 of The Municipal Act.
Nicole Reidle, CMMA City Manager
City of Morden 204-822-4434

2024 $50,000
2025 $50,000

2026 $50,000
2027 $50,000

2028 $50,000

CITY OF MORDEN 
PUBLIC NOTICE

REGARDING SPECIAL SERVICE PROPOSAL NO.1-2024 / BY-LAW NO. 
02-2024 TO PROMOTE AND IMPROVE HEALTH CARE FOR THE CITY OF 

MORDEN AND THE SURROUNDING REGION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SPECIAL SERVICES PLAN NO. 1-2024

The Council of the City of Morden has scheduled a public hearing at the City of       
Morden Civic Center on the 26th of February 2024 at 7:15 PM to present the following 
special service proposal:

The City of Morden proposes to support the funding request received from the Bound-
ary Trails Health Centre Foundation and the Menzies Medical Centre (Clinic). The 
Special Service is intended to promote and improve health care for the City of Morden 
and the surrounding region. Improved health care in the region is expected to increase 
population growth and attract businesses. This improvement is a joint effort with the 
RM of Stanley and the City of Winkler. The City of Morden will contribute a total of 
$1,600,000.00.
The Special Service Tax to be levied under this proposal will be all rateable properties 
within the City of Morden.
The estimated cost of the Special Service plan for the next four years is as follows:

METHOD AND RATE TO CALCULATE SPECIAL SERVICE TAX
The special service tax will be levied annually, from 2024 to 2027, inclusive on a per 
parcel basis against all rateable properties, including otherwise exempt properties, 
within the City of Morden. 
The cost of the service will be as follows: 
All rates are based on an annual basis: 
All rateable properties: $91.00 per parcel (assessment roll number) in each of the years 
2024 to 2027.
A written objection may be filed with the City Manager at 100-195 Stephen St., Mor-
den, Canada, R6M 1V3 prior to the commencement of the hearing.  At the hearing, 
Council will hear any potential taxpayer who wishes to make a presentation, ask ques-
tions, or register an objection to the special service proposal.  
All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the adjournment of the hearing 
and must include the name, address and property description of the person filing the 
objection and the grounds of their objection.   
Copies of the Special Service Plan No. 1-2024 are available at the municipal office at 
100-195 Stephen St., Morden, Manitoba, R6M 1V3 and on the municipal website at 
https://www.mymorden.ca/
Dated at the City of Morden this 1st day of February A.D. 2024 and issued pursuant to 
Section 318 of The Municipal Act. 
Nicole Reidle, CMMA
City Manager
City of Morden
204-822-4434

2024 $400,000
2025 $400,000

2026 $400,000
2027 $400,000
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Employment OpportunitIES
Full-time/seasonal positions in Churchill with staff housing provided:
SERVING STAFF/HOUSEKEEPING STAFF/FRONT DESK 
On site training provided. 
WILDLIFE/ECO-TOURISM VIEWING GUIDE
Boat experience, PAL, public speaking, bus license an asset. 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE
Minimum 1 year experience.
CARPENTER
Dock building, renovations.

Full-time permanent positions in Churchill :
OPERATIONS MANAGER Wages D.O.E.
RED SEAL MECHANIC Wages D.O.E.

eMail résumé with references to jef@lazybearexpeditions.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Due to attrition this position will lead to a site foreman/
superintendent position for the right applicant.
Located in Pemberton BC.  Please forward your 
resume to contactus@wideopenwelding.com

Wide Open Welding
is seeking a 

qualified structural 
steel erector.

CAREERS

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

TENDER

INVITATION TO TENDER
We invite TENDERS for the purchase of approximately 104.75 
Acres of land in the R.M. of Rhineland described as: 
PARCEL I:  THE SLY 412.5 FEET OF THE NLY 825 FEET OF THE 
NE ¼ OF SECTION 7-1-2 WPM
Title No. 3047365/4  Roll No. 0080700 (approximately 25.00 acres)
PARCEL II:  LOT 2 PLAN 1867 MLTO EXC PLAN 2357 MLTO IN 
SE ¼ 7-1-2 WPM
Title No. 3047369/4  Roll No. 0081500 (approximately 79.75 acres)
Tenders may be submitted for each individual Parcel.
A cheque for $10,000.00 must accompany the tender as a down pay-
ment. Written tenders must be received by 2:00 p.m. on February 
15, 2024.  Down payment will be returned if tender not accepted.  
Closing date for the sale shall be March 15, 2024, by cash or ap-
proved loan proceeds.  Any loan advances paid after closing date are 
subject to payment of interest at loan rate during reasonable delay 
for registration of security.  Purchaser shall be responsible for pay-
ment of all 2024 property taxes and GST or shall self-assess for GST.
Fertilizer has been pre-applied to the land and any successful buyer 
shall be responsible for payment in the amount of $6,350.00, in     
addition to the purchase price.
The highest or any Tender may not necessarily be accepted.
ADDRESS: DOELL LAW OFFICE
  P.O. Box 1150
  1-655 Main Street, Winkler, MB   R6W 4B2
  Ph. (204) 325-8807
  To the attention of Scott C. Doell
For more information on the tender email: info@doelllaw.com

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat fl our
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)

  4. Principle underlying the 
universe

  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits
  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical tree
 10. Reality TV star Richards
 11. Nonfl owering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out

 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring solid
 27. German surname meaning “man 

from Saxony”
 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear weapon
 35. Most shrewd
 36. It may be for shopping
 37. Midway between south and 

southeast
 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money (abbr.)
 52. Association of engineering 

professionals
 53. Young women’s association
 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen
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BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

Paddling on the lake in sunshine and style.
Looks like someone’s having a blast!

Happy 40th birthday Tim,
on February 3rd!

-From the family
Happy 95th Birthday Leonard Dueck!

A real-life Canadian pioneer,
a wonderful father and husband,

and a community leader.
What a life!

-Lots of love from
your family and friends

OBITUARY

Marcel Fillion
Peacefully, on January 24, 2024 Marcel Fillion, age 95 of St. 

Joseph, MB passed away at the Altona Hospital.
Marcel was born on October 1, 1928 in St. Jean Baptiste, MB. 

He was the second eldest of 15 children born to Leona (Delorme) 
and Adonias Fillion. 

After his marriage to Adéline Gregoire, they began their lives as 
farmers in St. Joseph, MB.

Family was very important to Marcel. He was an honest, 
hardworking, bright and kind man. 

He was involved in numerous committees and organizations, 
one being a councillor in the Montcalm Municipality. Marcel was 
always willing to lend a helping hand when needed. 

His hearty laughter and the mischievous look in his eyes will be 
missed. 

He is survived by his children Denis (Réjane) Fillion, Gisèle (Donald) Sabourin, Janine (Gilbert) 
Durand, Michel (Rick) Fillion, and Adéline (Rick) Sellwood; as well as 11 direct grandchildren and 
many great-grandchildren.

He was predeceased by his wife Adéline; two of their son’s Jacques and Gérard as well as their 
son-in-law Neil, fi nally being reunited with them in God’s home.

We would like to thank Gardens on Tenth for the excellent care given in Dad‘s last years. We 
also thank the staff  at the Altona Hospital. 

Prayers will be held at the St. Joseph Catholic Church on Friday, February 2 at 7:30 p.m. Funeral 
mass will be held at the church on Saturday, February 3 at 2:00 p.m. with rosary, viewing, and 
eulogy beginning at 1:00 p.m.

Wiebe Funeral Home Altona
in care of arrangements
www.wiebefhaltona.com

BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
• BIRTHDAYS • NOTICES • BIRTHS

• OBITUARIES • IN MEMORIAMS • THANK YOUS

• ENGAGEMENTS • ANNIVERSARIES• MARRIAGES
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PRAIRIE ROSE SCHOOL DIVISION
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

If your child was born in 2019, they are eligible to attend kindergarten 
beginning September 2024.
Parents/guardians are asked to contact one of the following schools. 

Your child’s birth certificate or Manitoba Health Card 
MUST be presented at the time of registration.

Registrations will be accepted between February 5 - February 23, 2024.
Please contact the school by phone or email to make arrangements. 

École Carman Elementary
Pat Hamm, Interim Principal 
(204) 745-2623
Vanessa Giesbrecht, Secretary
vgiesbrecht@g.prsdmb.ca
Elm Creek School
Ashley Cook, Interim Principal 
(204) 436-2354
Darlene Banman, Secretary
dbanman@g.prsdmb.ca
Miami School
Brandy Chevalier, Principal 
(204) 435-2441
Leann Friesen, Secretary
lfriesen@g.prsdmb.ca
Roland School
Melissa Benner, Principal 
(204) 343-2023
Marcia Rempel, Secretary
mrempel@g.prsdmb.ca

St. François Xavier School
Marc Tellier, Principal 
(204) 864-2868
Debra Friesen, Secretary
dfriesen@g.prsdmb.ca
École St. Eustache
Lindsay Noël, Principal 
(204) 353-2869
Melanie Zimmermann, Secretary
mzimmermann@g.prsdmb.ca
St. Laurent School
Bobby Ellis, Principal 
(204) 646-2209
Lori Combot, Secretary
loricombot@g.prsdmb.ca

Iff hildd

REGISTRATION

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICEEMPLOYMENT

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MORDEN BY-LAW 16-2023

On the date and at the time and location shown                    
below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive                                   
representations from any person(s) who wish to make 
them in respect to the following matter:

HEARING:  Morden Civic Centre 
LOCATION:  195 Stephen St., Morden, MB
DATE:   February 26th, 2024
TIME:   7:00 pm
AREA:  By-law 16-2023 will apply to properties 
  East of The City of Morden described as 
  PT. S. ½ 9-3-5W being Pt. lots 41 & 53, 
  SS Plan 2020 MLTO and Pt.
  Parcel A, Plan 28796 MLTO
GENERAL  To amend by-law 1-2006 to provide cost
INTENT: recovery to the City of Morden General 
  Operating Fund for the infrastructure 
  costs associated with the development of 
  the Pembina Connection as per 
  Municipal Board Order 
  No. E-05-100 & E-06-017

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material 
may be inspected at the location noted above during of-
fice hours, Monday to Friday.   Copies may be made, and 
extracts taken therefrom, upon request.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nicole Reidle, CMMA City Manager
100-195 Stephen St 
Morden MB R6M 1V3 
Phone: (204) 822-4434

 NURSERY 
EMPLOYEE
We are hiring Nursery Employees 
and Delivery Drivers for the 2024 
season. No experience needed, we 
will train. Please email resume to 
Kristina@aubinnurseries.ca
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Rena Helen Duerksen (nee Elias)
1942 – 2024

Rena was born to Henry and Helena Elias in November of 1942 
and attended school in the Winkler area. Her married life took her 
to many cities, towns and provinces but her fi nal residence was 
Winkler, MB with her daughter, Jennifer. She worked in health care 
for many years and really enjoyed looking after others. Rena’s 
greatest pleasure was cooking, baking and visiting with people. 
She loved God, family and friends and her faith in God never 
faltered; she was a prayer warrior. On Monday, January 1, 2024 
God called her Home.

She is survived by two sisters, Mary Neufeld and Betty (Abe) 
Banman; three brothers, Harry (Gwen), George (Kathy) and Ed 
(Evelyn); her sister-in-law, Julia Elias as well as many nieces and 

nephews, cousins and special friends, Betty Elias and Elle Peters and others.
Rena was predeceased by her parents; daughter, Jennifer (2017); brother, Pete Elias; infant 

sister, Shirley Elias; brother-in-law, Jay Neufeld and nephew, Bradley Hildebrand.
A private service was held with interment at Westridge Memorial Gardens.
The family would like to thank the doctors and staff  at Boundary Trails Health Centre.
Donations may be made in Rena’s memory to the BTHC Foundation designated to Cancer 

Care.
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OBITUARY

OBITUARY OBITUARY

Ernie Martens
Our beloved husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather 

went to be with his Lord, on January 10, at Boundary Trails 
Hospital, Winkler, MB at the age of 86.

He was born on February 17, 1937 at Gruenfelt, Saskatchewan 
to Heinrich and Anna Martens. He spent his early years on the 
dairy farm near Osler, Saskatchewan. At the age of 18 Dad saw 
his need for salvation, and he went to Rev. Pauls who explained 
salvation to him. Then he went home and knelt behind the barn 
and accepted Jesus as his Saviour and felt God’s peace which 
followed him throughout his life.

He was baptized upon confession of his faith by Rev. John D 
Friesen on June 5, 1960 at the Westmount Evangelical Church, 
Saskatoon. He attended Steinbach Bible Institute for three years 
and spent one year at the M. B. Bible College, in Winnipeg. After 

which he went back home to the family farm.
On July 5, 1969 he married Martha Dyck at Morrow Gospel Church in Winnipeg, offi  ciated by 

Ben W Sawatzky. Timothy joined the family on May 24, 1970 and Jonathan joined on February 
9, 1972.

In 1973 they moved to the Aylmer, ON area to help with church planting. In 1976 they moved to 
Horndean and he worked as a Health Care Aide at the Eden Mental Health Centre for 21 years. He 
enjoyed his work and retired in 1997. In 1998 they retired from the acreage and moved to Winkler 
and he cared for the Winkler cemetery for three years.

Throughout his life Dad enjoyed teaching adult Sunday School, serving as Deacon and on 
various committees. Hobby farming, and caring for trees were some of his side enjoyments. Dad’s 
real passion was studying God’s word and theology. After many years of studying at Steinbach 
Bible College he graduated in 1987 with a Bachelor of Religious Studies majoring in Biblical 
Studies. His desire and longing was that all would come to know Jesus as their personal Saviour 
and no one would be missing on that resurrection day. Ernie was hospitalized on November 6, 
2023 and passed away peacefully January 10, 2024. He was predeceased by his parents, brother 
Ruben and sister Elsie. He leaves to mourn: his loving wife, Martha; two sons and their families: 
Tim and Michelle, Skyler Martens, Meeka and Rob Evans, Jon and Roxanne, Cassandra and 
Gerry Giesbrecht - Judah, Tayrn, Graham, Ginelle and Nick Temull, Riley and Ainsley Martens – 
Lincoln, Scarlet, Brendan and Shayla Elias, Larissa and Henry Hildebrand – Eli, Natalie and Dylan 
Wiebe – Finley, Lainey; one brother Harry and Eva Martens; many nieces and nephews.

We as family would like to thank you for all your prayers and acts of kindness and sharing time 
with us. May the Lord bless you.

-The family

Dennis Allan Jones
June 11, 1945 - January 20, 2024

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the sudden passing of 
Dennis Jones, age 78, of Miami, MB.

Dennis will be mourned and sadly missed by his wife Susan 
of 54 years; four children: Carrie (Scott) Jones, Cheryl (Michael) 
Wright Israel, Chrissy (Scott) Hildebrand, and Allan (Alice) Jones; 
11 grandchildren; cousin Warren (Cecile) Clearwater and their 
families, along with extended family, friends and neighbours.

Dennis was born in Winnipeg on June 11, 1945 and spent most 
of his childhood in Winnipeg alongside his cousin Warren who he 
considered a brother. On August 9th, 1969 Dennis married Susan 
Roy and in 1975 they moved to Carman where they raised their 
children on the Jones family farm alongside Dennis’ parents. In 

1999, they moved to Miami and enjoyed spending summers at West Hawk Lake.
Dennis would strike up a conversation with anyone, either to discuss his infamous station 

wagon, tell a joke or share one of his favourite stories. Dennis was always on the go with a fi x-it 
project, lending a hand in the community, or helping a friend or family member get a job done. In 
his career, he achieved 35 years of service with CFIA with a dedicated interest in animal welfare. 
Dennis spent over 10 years as a volunteer fi refi ghter for the Carman/Duff erin Fire Department, 
and many years involved with 4H as his children went through the horse club.

Dennis was proud of his children’s and grandchildren’s achievements in their chosen activities, 
careers and the families they created. He shared his love and appreciation for the outdoors with 
them through teaching them how to care for animals, sailing, boating, fi shing, snowmobiling, 
quadding, camping and capturing nature through photography. In their retirement years Dennis 
and Susan also enjoyed their travels together visiting many beaches, lakes and oceans. 

As a family, we will forever hold onto the fond memories and life lessons you taught us. You are 
our husband, dad, grandfather, cousin, uncle and friend forever.

A private celebration of his life will take place at a later date.
In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to a fi re department association of your choice.

Doyle’s Funeral Home
in care of arrangements

www.doylesfuneralhome.ca

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

BizBiz

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

CardsCards Offering non-denominational, face-to-face, online video, 
and phone therapy sessions with teens, adults, and seniors. 

We specialize in trauma, PTSD, anxiety, and depression. 
No referral is required.

 Unit 7 - 385 Mountain Avenue, Winkler, MB R6W 0M5
Ph: (431) 775-9120 Fx: (204) 542-9082

newbeginningsadmin@protonmail.com
new-beginnings-counselling.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Garden’s artist explores the Manitoba Prairies
By Lori Penner

The gallery at Gardens on Tenth re-
cently welcomed a new artist for the 
winter season. 

Local photographer Timmothy 
Loewen’s work is now on display for 
all to enjoy.

Loewen, 19, hails from Altona and 
says his interest in photography took 
root when he and his family moved 
out to the country when he was about 
12. 

“I began to really notice nature at 
that point. I started taking photos 
with a cheap point-and-shoot camera 
and realized I really enjoyed it. About 
fi ve years ago I brought my fi rst DSLR 
camera, a Canon SL2 that I’m still us-
ing today.”

He says one of the things he loves 
about photography is that it gets him 
outside and exploring God’s wonder-
ful creation. Photos of landscapes and 
sunsets are defi nitely his favourite.

“Right now, I enjoy taking photos of 
winter scenes,” he said.

While there are a variety of photog-
raphers who inspire him, Loewen has 
developed his own style and says he 
is simply learning as he goes.

This is Loewen’s fi rst exhibit. 
“It’s an honour to have my work 

featured at the Gardens and I’m really 
pleased that they invited me to be a 
part of this. It’s pretty cool to have my 
photos on display, to see them printed 
and up on a wall for people to enjoy.”

He believes that you don’t have to 
travel far to fi nd natural beauty. 

“I like taking photos of the local area, 
so more people can recognize the loca-
tion and appreciate it even more. My 
goal is to continue to focus on taking 
photos mostly in Manitoba for now. 
You can’t beat a Manitoba sunset. My 
goal is to do more travelling around 
the province, but also explore places I 
haven’t been yet.”

Loewen also loves to capture old 
barns, which are the main theme of 
his Gardens on Tenth exhibit, Through 
the Seasons.

“They all have so much character,” 
he says. “They’ve been standing there 
for who knows how many years. 
There probably used to be a yard and 
a house there, as well, and now there’s 
no house, just this barn. 

“It’s cool to see them and you won-
der what stories they could tell if 
they could talk. Or when you see a 
tree standing out in the middle of no-
where, and you wonder how that tree 
is still there, when there’s no other 
trees in the area. I love to explore the 

countryside and imagine what it was 
like back then.”

While he has taken professional por-
traits, and photos of cars, he says he 
prefers to stick to landscape photog-
raphy. 

“Right now, that’s where my interest 
lies, but I do like to experiment with 
diff erent photography techniques.”

One of the most important tech-
niques is patience. He waited all sum-
mer to get the right shot of his favou-
rite old barn north of Rosenfeld. 

“The barn was hidden by a corn-
fi eld, and I couldn’t get a decent shot 
of it. After the harvest I decided to go 
out and try again and I was rewarded 
with this beautiful scene in front of 
me.”

Loewen’s work will be on display 
at Gardens on Tenth until the end 
of March. Canvas prints can be pur-
chased at Only Local in the Altona 
Mall.

Timmothy Loewen’s photographs are on display at Gardens on Tenth’s gallery in 

Altona until the end of March. Above, right: One of Loewen’s favourite old barns 

north of Rosenfeld.

Altona’s Winter Carnival promises a full day of fun
By Lori Penner

It just wouldn’t be winter in Altona 
without the much-anticipated annual 
Winter Carnival.

This fun-fi lled day of outdoor and 
indoor activities for the whole family 
is slated for Saturday, Feb. 10, and or-
ganizers are expecting another great 
turnout.

The day kicks off  at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Rhineland Pioneer Centre with a by-
donation buff et breakfast in support 
of the Manitoba Sunfl ower Festival 
and Queen Quest.

The fun then moves to the Buff alo 
Creek Nature Park for the rest of the 
morning, with Cardboard Toboggan 
Races at 10:30 a.m., a candy scramble 
on the ice at 11 a.m., and pond hockey 
with the members of the W.C. Miller 

Aces hockey team from 11 a.m. to 
noon.

The ice bikes will also be back by 
popular demand.

The toboggan races are always a big 
hit, says Altona events coordinator 
Brittany Winkler.  

“It’s a fan favourite that’s been 
around for as long as I can remember. 
People love it. It’s such a cool event, 
and it’s so great to see how much 
work they put into their toboggans,” 
she says, reminding participants that 
the bottom of their toboggan can’t be 
anything other than cardboard—no 
tape or other sleds.

Once again, the competition will be 
divided into three categories: fastest, 
most creative, and longest distance.

“We had beautiful weather last year, 
which was defi nitely in our favour, so 

we’re hoping for the same thing this 
year and can get quite a few entrants,” 
says Winkler. “So far there’s still a lot 
of snow on the hill. More snow would 
be ideal, but people have been using 
it quite a bit. We’re working on it and 
making sure it’s just the right surface 
for the sleds. The ice is also great for 
skating, and the fi eld house is open if 
you need to warm up.”

After a morning out in the cold, ev-
eryone is invited back to the Millen-
nium Exhibition Centre (MEC) for the 
afternoon’s activities, Winkler says.

This year, Altona Minor Hockey is 
hosting a fundraising lunch in the 
canteen, in the lobby at the MEC from 
11:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m. There will also 
be free public skating, including the 
ice cycles, at the Sunfl ower Gardens 
arena from noon to 2 p.m.

Instead of having an afternoon mati-
nee this year, Winkler says they’re 
trying something a little diff erent 
by presenting an afternoon carnival 
where kids can enjoy free popcorn 
and cotton candy, infl atables, balloon 
animals, face painting and crafts. It 
begins at 1 p.m.

“I just love seeing the community 
out and about,” says Winkler. “Hope-
fully the weather cooperates.”

She adds that regardless of the 
weather, the Altona Winter Carnival 
has always drawn a crowd, even on 
the coldest days.

“It’s become a family tradition, and 
now we’re seeing the next generation 
showing up with their kids, so that’s 
kind of cool.”

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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By Ty Dilello 

They say all good things come to 
an end and that sentiment holds true 
for the MMJHL’s Pembina Valley 
Twisters after their franchise-record 
13-game winning streak was ended 
on Sunday night. The Twisters are 
staying fi rm in second place in the 
MMJHL’s standings with a record of 
21-9-2.

On Jan. 26, the Twisters had their 
biggest win of the season when they 
knocked off  the fi rst-place St. James 
Jr. Canucks in a tight 4-3 battle. Kyle 
Van Deynze led the charge for Pem-
bina Valley with a pair of goals, while 
Merek Degraeve and Ryan Orchard 
had the other Twisters’ tallies. Logan 
Enns stopped 39 shots in net for the 
win.  

“Friday in St. James was as close to 
a playoff  game as you’re going to get 
right now, with a packed house at the 
St. James Civic Centre, we knew it 
wasn’t going to be easy,” said Twist-
ers’ head coach Braeden Beernaerts. 
“The boys played another full sixty-
minute eff ort and never got down 
when things were not going our way. 
It was a great total team eff ort.”

A few nights later at home on Jan. 
28, the Twisters’ winning streak was 
ended in a 4-2 loss to the St. Vital Jr. 
Victorias. Caelan Russell and Mike 
Heppner had the goals for Pem-
bina Valley, while Owen LaRocque 
stopped 21 shots in the Twisters’ goal. 

“We had a very good run,” said Beer-
naerts. “These boys played extremely 
well over those stretch of games. We 
knew eventually there was going to 
be a night where things wouldn’t go 
our way and we’d come out fl at, and 
against St. Vital was that night. It’s a 
very good reminder that we can still 
be beat if we let our foot off  the gas.”

Twisters’ sniper Derek Wiebe is cur-
rently third in the MMJHL’s scoring 
race with 54 points in 32 games and 
Degraeve is in seventh with 51 points 
in 33 games, while Logan Enns is cur-
rently third in the goalie rankings as 
he boasts a 2.99 goals-against average 
and a .914 save percentage.  

The Twisters are back in action with 
a road game on Feb. 2 (7:30 p.m.) 
against the fi rst place Charleswood 
Hawks. The following night (Feb. 
3) is the Twisters’ CancerCare game 
at the Morris Multiplex against the 
Fort Garry/Fort Rouge Twins as the 
club hopes to raise $20,000. The puck 

drops at 8:00 p.m.
“CancerCare Night is a very special 

one for players and coaches as it is 
something that has touched all of us. 
It is a night we take very seriously 
and look forward to the daily games, 
activities and raising money towards 
a cure.”

People can donate directly to 
the CancerCare Twisters’ cause 
at the link here: https://support.
cancercarefdn.mb.ca/si te/TR/
communityevents/General?team_
id=9994&pg=team&fr_id=1913&_

Dale Rempel, the previous owner 
of Rempel Insurance Brokers, origi-
nally inspired the CancerCare Mani-
toba fundraising event. Dale was an 
avid sports fan. He loved the game of 
hockey as a player, Pembina Valley 
Twisters player, later the team owner, 
and spectator. CancerCare Manitoba 
took Dale’s case on when he was di-
agnosed with brain cancer in 2008.

CancerCare Manitoba (CCMB) is the 
provincial cancer authority respon-
sible for setting strategic priorities 
and long-term planning for cancer 
and blood disorders for the province. 
CCMB provides clinical services to 
both children and adults. The cancer 
services the organization provides to 
Manitobans include prevention, early 
detection, multidisciplinary cancer 
treatment, supportive and end-of-life 
care. CCMB is also responsible for 
radiation protection throughout the 
province. In addition, the Research 
Institute at CCMB investigates all as-
pects of cancer and blood disorders, 
including research to improve the pa-
tient’s experience while at CCMB.

Dale Rempel, Rempel Insurance 
and the Twister hockey club wanted 
to recognize the eff orts of Cancer-
Care Manitoba by giving back to the 
organization that provided support 
to the Rempel family. While Dale 
passed away in 2012, the fundraiser 
and beloved sport of hockey continue 
to team up and raise awareness and 
support for the cause.

The fundraising activities are now 
an annual event. Hockey teams in 
surrounding communities coor-
dinate their games with fundrais-
ing activities. The Pembina Valley 
Twisters of MMJHL, the Red River 
Wild of CSHL, Red River Mudbugs 
of HTJHL, Mavericks from Mor-
ris High School and the Town of 
Morris have joined forces to hold a 
Cancer Care Manitoba Fundraiser. 

PHOTO BY LANA MEIER/VOICE
Every player on the Pembina Valley Twisters came out to play against the fi rst-

place St. James Jr. Canucks last Friday. Goaltender Logan Enns stopped 39 shots 

for the 4-3 win.

Pembina Valley’s win streak ends at 13 games 

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Gavin Froese and Jonah Wasylack of the Red River Wild Seniors hockey 

team have pledged to shave their heads for annual Pembina Valley Twisters 

CancerCare fundraiser if they raise $2,000. Heading shaving will take place at 

the Morris Winter Carnival. Donations can be e-transferred to: Mike Gilmore 

at 204-712-7145. 

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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