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TheMunicipality of Rhineland
is nowaccepting applications for

Green TeamStaff (Summer Positions)

JOIN THE
RHINELAND
GREEN TEAM
THIS SUMMER!

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
APRIL 14, 2024

Positions are based out of
Gretna and PlumCoulee/Rosenfeld

Scan the QR code for the application

form and for more information!

Youth conference focuses 
on sustainable fashion
By Lori Penner

In a collective eff ort to raise aware-
ness and promote sustainability, 
nearly 100 Grade 7-10 students from 
schools throughout the Border Land 
School Division gathered in Altona 
Feb. 28 for the Generating Momen-
tum for Our World youth conference.

Hosted by the Manitoba Council for 
International Cooperation (MCIC), 
the conference centered around the 
theme of “Fast Fashion” and its im-
pact on the environment.

Throughout the day, attendees en-
gaged in a series of fun and insightful 
workshops, such as hands-on clothes 
mending, and a board game designed 
to explore the life cycle of clothing.

BLSD superintendent Krista Curry 

said the hope is that these lessons will 
have a lasting impact on students as 
they strive to be advocates for posi-
tive change in the world.

“We have a school division priority 
which is education for sustainable 
development (ESD). So we have a pri-
ority committee of teachers, adminis-
trators, and me who are studying sus-
tainable goals, and we talked about 
how we can bring in student voices 
and generate momentum in our stu-
dents. MCIC does this conference, so 
we partnered with them to bring it to 
Border Land. Their goal is to build 
awareness on global issues.”

Curry said they want the kids to 
share what they learned and gener-
ate momentum for change in their 
schools. 

“In May we are coming together as 
an ESD committee to plan ahead, and 
we want to invite some students to 
provide a voice in our planning.”

The conference sparked some 
thoughtful conversations among stu-
dents.

After learning that only one per cent 
of the world’s clothing is being recy-
cled, with the majority ending up in 
landfi lls, and that most people only 
wear an item 10 to 12 times before 
discarding it, the consensus among 
students suggested a shift in think-
ing, opting for second-hand clothing 
through donations, thrift stores, and 
even crafting their own items.

Many shared a newfound commit-
ment to sustainability, emphasizing 
the impact even one person can make.

Rebecca Kleinsasser, who attends 
one of the division’s colony schools, 
emphasized the importance of per-
sonalization and reuse to minimize 

the environmental impact. 
“I learned about how when you 

make one kilogram of clothes, it re-
leases about 20 to 30 kg of greenhouse 
gas.”

She said her family believes in hand-
me-downs, noting that the dress she 
was wearing used to belong to her sis-
ter. She emphasized the value of mak-
ing your own clothes. 

“You can reuse them. If you don’t, it 
impacts the planet.”

Kleinsasser plans to invite a few of 
the girls from the other colonies to 
make a presentation about what she 
learned at the conference.

École Parkside School student Satali 
Braun Liu-Asomua expressed con-
cern for the labour conditions in the 
fashion industry, especially concern-
ing child labour. 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
To demonstrate the power of working as a team, students engaged in a variety 

of activities, including drawing blindfolded with instructions from the group, 

working together to draw a picture, and learning to sew by hand. 

By Voice staff 

A Steinbach man has been arrested 
in connection to a homicide that took 
place in Emerson last week.

A 48-year-old man was found dead 
in his home the evening of Friday, 
March 1. 

RCMP Major Crime Services inves-

tigators were on the scene and deter-
mined  it was an isolated incident and 
there was no risk to public safety. 

Police say the victim and the suspect 
were known to each other.

Ryan Wiens, 28, was taken into cus-
tody on Sunday, March 3 and charged 
with second degree murder. 

Steinbach man charged 
in Emerson homicide

Continued on page 11
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!!! ENTER CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION BASKET!

DRAW MARCH 15

25% OFF

 KIDS RUNNERS JUNGLE CLOG 
FAYE & ECHO

$75.00
CSA WORKBOOTS

$133.33

HI & HERS 
MUCK ANKLE BOOT

$130.00
BLUNDSTONES
FOR EVERY AGE

SEASON & REASON!! CANADA WEST
WESTERN WORKBOOTS

20% 
OFF

Tickets for SCCR fashion 
show go on sale March 15
By Lorne Stelmach

For over a decade now, its annual 
fashion show  has been a major fund-
raiser for South Central Cancer Re-
source, but it is just as vital for raising 
awareness.

All the models for the April 25 event 
will be cancer survivors, volunteers, 
or members of the community who 
have shared in a cancer journey with a 
loved one, so the opportunity to share 
those stories can have a big impact. 

“For some people, it’s a very person-
al journey, and they don’t talk about 
it to even friends or family ... for 
those who are willing to share how 
and what they’ve gone through, it is 
huge,” said Leora Hamm, administra-
tive resource co-ordinator for SCCR.

Having volunteers like a couple of 
mothers honouring their young chil-
dren who were former cancer pa-
tients and a few teenagers as well as 
seniors really gets the message across 
that cancer touches everyone, added 
Hamm.

“They’re either cancer patients, 
former patients who might be in re-
mission, or they’re modelling in hon-
our of a loved one or in memory of 
a loved one. We give them a little bit 

of an opportunity to share a little bit 
about their cancer journey.”

Having an impact as well will be 
guest speakers Greg and Allison Heso  
sharing their family’s experience 
dealing with Allison’s breast cancer 
during the pandemic.

“They’re going to talk a little bit, as 
immigrants to Canada, what that was 
like going through that during COVID 
and at a time when they didn’t have a 
lot of support,” Hamm says.

The fashion show is the SCCR’s big-
gest fundraiser, netting over $43,000 
last year.

“That goes a long way to keeping 
our offi  ce doors open for sure,” said 
Hamm, who noted there is still a lack 
of awareness that SCCR is not gov-
ernment funded and not associated 
with CancerCare Manitoba. 

Founded in 2003, SCCR relies solely 
on the support of community donors, 
volunteers, and fundraisers to contin-
ue off ering services and programs. 

With its client numbers continuing 
to trend upwards, it is really counting 
on fundraising eff orts to be a success 
in order to continue helping all of 
those in the south central region who 
need support throughout their battles 
with cancer, said Hamm.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
South Central Cancer Resource’s annual fashion show takes place at the Morden 

Access Event Centre on April 25. Tickets go on sale March 15.

“We’re here to kind of fi ll in that 
piece of the puzzle,” she said, observ-
ing that the fi nancial impact of cancer 
is often overlooked.

“Cancer is expensive. We often think 
about the emotional and the physical 
side of it ... when you’re off  work for 
months at a time, and your spouse is 
off  work to care for you and drive you 
in for treatments,” she said. “I don’t 
think a lot of people really under-
stand that piece to having cancer.”

The Beauty in Bloom fashion show 
takes place at the Morden Access 
Event Centre Thursday, April 25. It 
will feature clothing and accessories 
from  Fashions by Co-op, Knock-
abouts, Copper & Sparrow, Livienne 
Bridal, Stephen Street Wear, and Focal 
Point. The evening will also include a 
rainbow auction.

Tickets go on sale online at sccr.mb.
ca on Friday, March 15 at 9 a.m. Last 
year they sold out within 24 hours.

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888
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assiniboine.net/nursing 

Assiniboine’s two-year Practical 
Nursing diploma program starts 
in Morden in January 2025!
We strongly encourage all interested applicants to attend our 
one-hour open house, where we’ll present on the program and 
admission requirements, tour the site and answer any questions.

Monday, March 25, 2024
6:30 | 114 & 108B 8th Street, Morden

PRACTICAL 
NURSING 
OPEN HOUSE

To register, visit assiniboine.net/PNopenhouse. 
If you can’t attend, connect with our recruitment team 
at recruit@assiniboine.net for more program information.

NEWSIES is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI)

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI   mtishows.com

LYRICS BY
JACK FELDMAN

MUSIC BY
ALAN MENKEN

BOOK BY HARVEY FIERSTEIN
BASED ON THE DISNEY FILM WRITTEN BY BOB TZUDIKER AND 

NONI WHITE ORIGINALLY PRODUCED ON BROADWAY BY DISNEY

Local Irish dancers shine at North American Open
Prusina swept all his events, placing 

fi rst in the Bunghrad (Level 1) Reel, 
Bunghrad Slip, and Bunghrad Light 
Jig to become an U18 North American 
champion.

Espenell, who earned her North 
American champion rank at last year’s 
competition, placed fi rst in the Ullm-
huchan (Level 2) Slip and Meanghrad 
(Level 3) Hornpipe events and second 
in both the Meanghrad Reel and the 
Ullmhuchan Heavy Jig. She ultimate-
ly earned a second-place award in the 
Ullmhuchan U18 category.

Kalinowski fi nished fi rst in the Ull-
mhuchan Single Jig and second in the 
Ullmhuchan Heavy Jig. She received 
a seventh-place award in the Ullm-
huchan U15 division.

It was a great weekend of dancing, 
says Prusina, 14, noting it feels “pret-
ty good” to have aced all his events 
and earned the champion title.

He’s been dancing since he was in 
Gr. 3.

“I enjoy it. I fi nd it fun,” he says of 
what keeps him in it. He encourages 
other kids to give Irish dancing a try 
if they’re looking for a new challenge 
that could help them out in the other 
sports they’re involved in. “It’s fun 

and if you play soccer it’ll make your 
kick a bit better.”

For Espenell, 16, it’s the uniqueness 
of Irish dance that has had her prac-
ticing it since she was eight years old.

“It’s just something diff erent,” she 
says. “I like the people that I meet 
while I’m doing it at the competitions. 
Everybody’s always so friendly and 
it’s nice to get to know new people 
with the same interest.”

Seeing the kids grow in their abili-
ties is a great reward for Savage, who 
has been teaching Irish dance locally 
for years. 

“Each year I see the dancers im-
prove and advance to the next level. 
As a teacher, it is amazing to see their 
progress,” she says, noting the big 
draw of this form of dance is how, 
when you get it right, “it feels like 
you’re fl ying across the stage.”

The studio currently has about 45 
Irish dancers of all ages, roughly  
half of which dance competitively at 
events here in Manitoba (the next one 
is in Winnipeg in June) and further 
afi eld at international competitions 
like the North American Open. SUPPLIED PHOTO

Ella Kalinowski, Luke Prusina, instructor Cathy Savage, and Eva Espenell competed 

at the CRN North American Open Irish Dance Championships in Pittsburgh last 

month.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Three local youth kicked up their 
heels and did their community proud 
at the CRN North American Open 
Irish Dance Championships in Pitts-

burgh last month.
Luke Prusina, Eva Espenell, and Ella 

Kalinowski were joined by Morden 
Danceworks instructor (and Luke’s 
mother) Cathy Savage at the Feb. 17-
19 event.

Continued on page 7
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BTHC Hospital Auxiliary 
avoids disbandment

By Lorne Stelmach

A community organization that 
plays a key role in supporting the re-
gional hospital will be able to carry on 
with its work.

A recent appeal for more volun-
teers to help fi ll some key committee 
roles was successful enough that the 
Boundary Trails Hospital Auxiliary 
will not have to consider shutting 
down.

Other than just needing to get more 
board members overall, the auxiliary 
particularly needed to fi ll the recent-
ly vacated positions of treasurer and 
hospital gift shop overseer.

“We got both, and we also got a few 
new members. We still need some 
more, but it’s good,” Margaret Ann 
Popplestone said, voicing her relief 

that the new additions to the board 
have “eliminated the dissolution of 
the auxiliary.”

Popplestone said it would have 
been unfortunate if the auxiliary had 
to shut down, as it has played an im-
portant role in the area for a long time.

The Morden chapter  of the auxilia-
ry celebrated its 125th anniversary in 
2018 before it amalgamated with the 
Winkler chapter.

“Morden actually has had an auxil-
iary since the Freemasons hospital ... 
so it goes back a long time,” Popple-
stone said.

She noted the government only has 
so much money to fund all of the 
equipment that is needed at BTHC, so 
the auxiliary plays the important role 

Eden Foundation hosting fundraising concert March 24
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Eden Foundation invites the com-
munity down for an Evening With 
Elvis at the Winkler concert hall this 
coming Palm Sunday.

The show taking place on March 24 
at 7 p.m. at the P.W. Enns Centenni-
al Concert Hall will feature gospel 
music from Elvis tribute artist Corny 
Rempel and the New Covenant Quar-
tet.

“Both the New Covenant Quartet 
and Corny Rempel have been great 
supporters of Eden Foundation and 
are very open about sharing mental 
health stories and experiences that 
they’ve had,” says Jayme Giesbrecht, 
the foundation’s director of develop-
ment. “It’s just so great to watch and 
listen to such entertainers, as well as 
hearing a great message.”

Admission is free, though donations 
will be accepted towards Eden’s men-
tal health programming.

“As always when funds are given 
to Eden Foundation, we collect it into 
one big pot and during our granting 
season we are able to support Eden’s 
programs like Segue Career Options, 
the employment services department; 
Eden’s residential care services, our 
housing and supports. We have hous-
ing or apartment units in Winkler, in 

Steinbach, and in Winnipeg that all 
need support beyond what the gov-
ernment gives.

“The Recovery of Hope counsel-
ling is probably the biggest way that 
donors are supporting Eden,” Gies-
brecht continues. “That is through the 
sliding fee scale— when someone that 
is not able to commit to the full pay-
ment amount for seeing a counsellor, 
Eden Foundation steps in to make 
sure that the rest is covered. Without 
donor support, we wouldn’t be able 
to do that.

“We don’t want to let a thing like 
money stop people from getting the 
help and the hope that they need.”

If you can’t make the Winkler con-
cert on the 24th, the foundation is also 
hosting a Gospel Music afternoon 
show in Steinbach on Sunday, March 
17.

“Last year we did a Palm Sunday 
gospel concert in Winkler that went 
over really well,” says Giesbrecht. 
“So I thought I would continue that 
trend and this time do one in Winkler 
and one in Steinbach, because Eden 
has a footprint in both places and we 
would love the support of people in 
both.”

The Steinbach show is also admis-
sion by donation and features mu-
sic from the New Covenant Quartet, 

 SUPPLIED 
PHOTOS

The New Covenant 

Quartet (above) 

and Elvis tribute 

artist Corny Rempel 

(right) perform at 

Eden Foundation’s 

f u n d r a i s i n g 

concert at the P.W. 

Enns Centennial 

Concert Hall in 

Winkler March 24.

Giesbrecht, Kim Thiessen, Jon Guent-
er, and Darryl Neustaedter Barg. Fur-

ther details can be found online at 
edenhealthcare.ca/events.

Continued on page 7

Several new board leaders found, more 
members and volunteers are still needed
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R
ecently, a local doc-
tor mentioned that 
people’s negativity 
about the region 
on social media has 

been aff ecting the ability to 
recruit new health care pro-
fessionals. 

This is brutal.
I was shocked to learn that I have 

been writing for the Voice for almost 
14 years now (time fl ies) and in that 
time I have shared my fair amount 
of critical content. 
I do not apologize 
for that, as the role 
of the columnist is 
to present a view 
from where they 
stand and advo-
cate and some-
times that view is 
ugly. 

Still, to know I 
may have, in some 
way, been a part of making it harder 
for the region to maintain and im-
prove its health care is a tough pill to 
swallow.

Let me tell you about my experi-
ence with the Pembina Valley and its 
amazing communities like Altona, 
Plum Coulee, Winkler, Morden, Mi-
ami, and more.

The Pembina Valley is about oppor-
tunity. Like so many others, I moved 
here as an outsider in 2005 from To-
ronto. As a born and raised Ontarian, 
I never realized there were other plac-
es to live outside of a 200 km radius of 
Canadian Mecca.

Still, with a career change underway 
a persistent opportunity in Morden 

Now for the light

The newspaper is supported by advertising 

dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 

like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 

the advertisers and businesses in our rural 

communities. Keep your dollars working at 

home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 

build stronger communities through articles 

that both inform and entertain you about 

what’s going on throughout the Pembina 

Valley. This is your community newspaper—

let us know what you want to see in it.
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The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

kept nagging at me and fi nally I em-
ployed the wise words of a mentor: 
”Walk through every door that opens 
for you because you don’t have to 
stay in the room.” So myself and fam-
ily came to visit.

I expected a desert of culture and re-
source and what I found was an oasis 
beyond expectation. I came to the re-
gion with a completely biased mind-
set, expecting to not stay, and here I 
am 24 years later still here. 

Why? There isn’t a column big 
enough to contain all the benefi ts of 
having lived here, but I will off er a 
few reasons.

First and foremost, the people of this 
region are incredible, friendly and 
welcoming. Sure, there are always 
a few you could do without in any 
community and in these days where 
one negative voice sounds like 1,000 it 
can be easy to miss the majority who 
are quietly awesome. 

We moved here with a variety of 
needs and they were abundantly met. 
We had unexpected reno needs. Peo-
ple helped. People helped us move. 
People reached out to make sure we 
were okay. There was an instant com-
munity that I had never experienced 
growing up in Ontario.

The beauty of the prairie is incompa-

rable to anything else. I marvelled at 
the sky that seemed to go on forever. 
I saw stars I didn’t even know existed 
in the clear, dark nights. I felt a safety 
and security for myself and my chil-
dren I never knew was possible.

This region has seen me through the 
most diffi  cult times of my life. This 
region has given me the greatest gifts 
and loves I have ever been given. My 
children grew up here and continue 
to call Morden and Winkler home 
(one is only a 90-minute drive away).

Every amenity I thought I would 
miss in Toronto I can get here. 

The Pembina Valley has been one 
of the fastest growing regions in the 
country for well over two decades 
now. No one does diversity like we do. 
There are loud voices for the voiceless 
here. There are advocates that contin-
ue to seek justice and equality right 
here that will not be silenced.

In my life I have had the opportuni-
ty to travel for work and pleasure to 
nearly every continent on earth and 
visit literally hundreds of cities and 
towns form Peru, through Europe, 
from Australia through Japan and be-
yond, so I have a point of reference. 

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. The 
Voice received fi nancial support from the 
Government of Canada in 2021.

GENERAL INQUIRIES:
204-325-6888

ADVERTISING:  
Gwen Dyck 204-823-0535
gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca

NEWS DESK:

Ashleigh Viveiros Editor
204-332-3456  news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Lorne Stelmach Reporter
204-823-2655  lstelmach@winklermordenvoice.ca

MAILING ADDRESS:
Winkler Morden Voice
Box 39, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

Advertising Deadline: Monday at 4 p.m. View the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca

GET IN TOUCH WITH US

By Peter 
Cantelon

Continued on page 7
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LET FREEDOM RING 
For weeks this past summer our 

drive to town passed the large 
fl ag-bearing sign thanking truckers 
for the “Freedom Convoy.” At fi rst  
jarring, I became able to  barely ac-
knowledge what was once a looming 
presence.

Growing up in the United States, the 
word “freedom” was engrained in 
the DNA of all of us within the public 
school system:

“My country, ‘tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,
Of thee I sing.
Land where our fathers died,
Land of the pilgrim’s pride,
From every mountainside

Let Freedom ring.”
So we sang daily, along with the 

Pledge of Allegiance, revering our 
country’s fl ag as the leader of free-
dom and precious democracy in 
our world.  We were the best in the 
world; superior to all others. No other 
country held our prosperity, or so we 
believed.  Protecting our freedoms—
seen as personal freedoms—became 
paramount.

As a child, these narratives were en-
grained, nurtured, and tied to its eco-
nomic counterpart, free enterprise.  
In America, you could do what you 
want, work hard and gain all that you 
could, and attain the personal good 
life. This narrative is still held by 

I have had lots of opportunities to 
leave this community but I’m still 
here. Heck, my full-time job is in 
Winnipeg, but I’d rather commute 
than move. 

Why am I still here? How could I 
leave? There’s so much light here in 
this place that has welcomed me and 
countless others. 

When I sit in my backyard in the 
city’s heart around a fi re with fam-

ily and friends enjoying a beer on a 
quiet, warm summer evening there 
is always one truth that rings loud: 
this is home. Every time I leave it 
calls me back in a way no other place 
has ever done.

For people on the fence about com-
ing to the Pembina Valley I say this: 
walk through the door and come 
discover the home you never knew 
you were missing. 

“They did amazing,” Savage says 
of Prusina, Espenell, and Kalinows-
ki. “Eva was dancing level three for 
the fi rst time and Ella was dancing 
level two for the fi rst time. And 
Luke, with his big win, has made it 
out of Level 1 and moves up to Level 
2 for everything now. I’m so incredi-
bly proud of them all.”

You can enjoy the skills of the 
Danceworks Irish Dancers at their 
upcoming Irish Ceili. It takes place 
at the Kenmor Theatre in Morden on 
Friday, March 22 at 7 p.m.

“It’s a showcase for our Irish danc-
ers,” Savage says. “All fi ve classes 
will be dancing in it.”

Also performing will be musician 
Tom McDermott, also known as The 
Irish Cowboy.

Admission is $10 at the door, with 
proceeds going to support Dance-
works.

“We’re trying to get a new fl oor for 
the studio where we practice down-
stairs,” Savage explains. 

“It’s just a great night out and it’s 
open to everyone.”

of fundraising to support additional 
purchases.

“The funds we raise goes for 
equipment for the hospital here,” 
she explained. “The auxiliary has 
been around for years and years. It’s 
something that benefi ts everybody 
in the community. Everyone uses 
the hospital.

Now the auxiliary can move for-
ward on plans for the year ahead.

“We will be making plans. I’m 

not sure what we’re going to do for 
fundraisers yet, but we will be get-
ting to that in a couple of weeks ... 
then we will have an idea of what 
we’re going to do,” said Popple-
stone, adding they’re still in need of 
additional board members and gift 
shop volunteers.

Anyone interested or wanting 
more information can contact Pop-
plestone at 204-822-6208.

 >  AUXILIARY, FROM PG. 5

 >  IRISH DANCERS, FROM PG. 4

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

many in that country, with the un-
derstanding that personal rights and 
goals are the highest value in society 
and must not be threatened.

Such an understanding of free-
dom is like seeing a digital picture 
so closely only its dots, or pixels, are 
visible.  What is lost is the larger pic-
ture.

At freedom’s core is its intercon-
nectedness. What is isolated and 
functions on its own has no context, 
and therefore no accountability. To 
assert no accountability to anyone is 
not freedom, but a gross misunder-
standing of democracy’s companion 
tenets: “liberty and justice for all.”

The “For All” part will challenge 
the world in coming decades as nev-
er before. We cannot act the same.  
Business and the economy are no 
longer and will not be as we have 
known it. The way we understand 
the natural world and our relation-
ship with it cannot remain the same. 
We, and our world, are all connect-

ed.
The understandings of “liberty” 

and “freedom” cannot remain with-
in the dangerous confi nes of the pix-
el dots of individual assertion. Our 
time calls us to a  greater humanity 
which seeks the common good and 
nurtures our earth home.

Systemic changes are huge, and dif-
fi cult to comprehend. The rehearsal 
we have experienced with the Covid 
pandemic shows us the complexities 
of a needed large-scale humanitari-
an response.  We must learn from 
this experience to prepare us, as a 
larger society, and as communities, 
for the challenges to come. 

Symbols are powerful and revered.  
The dangers of misusing symbols 
are great, because in the end it di-
minishes the people it seeks to rep-
resent. Let us seek a better path.

Marilyn Houser Hamm, 
Altona

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Genesis House to host second annual Womens Health Expo
By Lorne Stelmach

The upcoming Womens Health 
Expo aims to enlighten and educate 
its participants.

Coming just a couple weeks after 
International Women’s Day, the event 
set for the Access Event Centre in 
Morden on Saturday, March 23 will 
have something for everyone, sug-
gested Sophie Gerbrandt, resource 
development manager for Genesis 
House. 

“I hope people leave feeling empow-
ered and maybe with at least one tid-
bit of knowledge that can help them 
with a healthier life,” Gerbrandt said 
of the day which will include a vari-
ety of speakers and displays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free.

Held for the fi rst time last year, the 
expo was well received despite being 
impacted by poor weather.

“Unfortunately last year the event 
was held on, I think, one of the worst 
snowstorms that we had last winter, 
so a number of our presenters  unfor-
tunately had to present over Zoom 
because they weren’t able to make 
it in, and we think that defi nitely re-
duced the number of folks who were 
able to join us at least in person,” said 

Gerbrandt. “We moved it a little bit 
further in March to hopefully combat 
that a little bit.”

Gerbrandt said the thought behind 
the expo is “that prevention is key 
and supporting women in our com-
munity to be the healthiest, best ver-
sions of themselves only betters our 
community as a whole.

“Health can mean a whole bunch of 
diff erent things, and it’s important to 
take time for yourself, whatever that 
may look like for you,” she said. “I 

think we often fi nd, especially in our 
community, that women often take on 
... roles and put other people before 
themselves, so this is really to pro-
mote personal wellness and to prior-
itize your own health.”

The lineup of presentations and 
speakers includes:

• 10 a.m. - Mental health with coun-
sellor Tamar Gordon Stoesz.

• 11 a.m. - Lymphedema: what is it 
and how does it aff ect women by Lin-
da Menzies.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The March 23 Womens Health Expo, hosted by Genesis House, will feature a host 

of guest speakers and displays revolving around physical and mental wellbeing.

• 12 p.m. - More Than a Shelter: 
Genesis House will address  some of 
the social determinants of health.

• 1 p.m. - Menopause and nutrition 
with Halee Verzyl, a dietitian with 
Southern Health-Santé Sud. 

“We actually had that presentation 
last year as well, and it was very pop-
ular,” noted Gerbrandt.

• 2 p.m. - Endometriosis and pelvic 
health with Dr. Rachel Noble.

• 3 p.m. - Empowering women 
with Catherine Wreford, who was on 
Amazing Race Canada and has per-
formed on Rainbow Stage and is a 
cancer survivor.

“[Wreford’s] going to be sharing on 
the importance of seeking help and 
treatment and advocating for your-
self,” Gerbrandt said. “She is a pow-
erhouse. I’ve heard her speak before, 
and we’re excited to have her end off  
the day.

“We also have a variety of booths 
that are going to be set up through-
out the day ... covering all aspects of 
health,” she added. “There are going 
to be movement breaks, so we have 
some local fi tness instructors who are 
going to be leading us through some 
short workouts throughout the day.”
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Community weighs-in on Winkler PD
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Police Board has gotten 
the results back from its 2023 commu-
nity survey.

Chief Ryan Hunt shares that 380 
people fi lled out the questionnaire 
last fall,  rating their overall level of 
satisfaction with the Winkler Police 
Service, on average, as 3.98 out of fi ve.

“I’m pretty happy with that num-
ber,” he says, noting it is a slight drop 
from the 4.09 reported in the 2020 
survey. “There’s always room for im-
provement.

Valley Motorsports 
has big plans for 2024
By Lorne Stelmach

Now with one year under its belt, 
the Valley Motorsports Association 
is looking forward to moving ahead 
and building on its initial success.

The association recently held its an-
nual meeting, and president Chris 
Unrau refl ected on the positive re-
sponse to the fi rst year of events at the 
Dead Horse Creek Speedway.

“We’re ecstatic. We never imagined 
that this thing would grow legs and 
take off  the way it did. We obviously 
had hopes for success, but we hadn’t 
imagined the community would take 
hold of it the way that they have,” 
said Unrau.

“We’ve got a lot of people who are 
excited about what we are doing, a 
lot of people who are excited about 
attending, participating, sponsoring, 
volunteering. It’s been an amazing 
journey to see the community coming 

together around it.”
The association formed as a not-for-

profi t corporation in 2023 and took 
over operation of the former ALH 
Motor Speedway west of Morden.  
The speedway was constructed by 
Al Hildebrand in 2008 and operated 
from 2009 through 2019 before clos-
ing during the pandemic.  

The association bills itself as grass-
roots enthusiasts whose mission is to 
advance motorsports for the enjoy-
ment of the region.  

Unrau highlighted the enormous 
eff orts of the community, businesses, 
and volunteers that enabled them to 
revitalize the track, which most no-
tably included reshaping and resur-
facing it with 350 truckloads of clay 
donated by Kroeker Farms.

Despite posting a minor loss in its 
fi rst year of operations, the group was 
generally satisfi ed with the fi nancial 

performance, and it was able to make 
a $20,000 donation to the Boundary 
Trails Health Centre Foundation for 
the ongoing hospital expansion.

Three weekend special events are on 
tap for 2024, Unrau shared. 

The McNaught Cadillac Cup will 
be May 25-26 and will include the at-
tendance of the Northern Late Model 
Racing Association with a top level of 
late model competitors in the region.  

The GVE Deere Run will go July 5-6 
featuring the Watermelon Cup mod-
ifi ed special as well as the Brad Wall 
Memorial. 

Closing out the season in conjunc-
tion with the Corn and Apple Festival 
is the King of the Corn on Aug. 23-24.

Other plans include the addition of 
a lap/leaderboard that will be con-
structed prior to the start of the sea-
son and sponsored by LMS Ag Equip-

ment. A proposed new championship 
points fund could pay out additional 
winnings to drivers who earn points 
for performance on and off  the track

Some ideas for the future include 
seating expansion, corporate pri-
vate suites, and the addition of other 
events

With numerous projects on tap, 
the organization is looking for more 
volunteers to assist in construction, 
maintenance, track work and event 
operations, noted Unrau.

“There is a really strong racing com-
munity. It’s not just dirt track. We’ve 
also talked about doing potential drag 
race events. We’re talking about doing 
a truck and tractor pull. There’s a lot 
of people who are excited about vari-
ous forms of motor sports.”

More information is available online 
at www.deadhorsecreekspeedway.ca.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Valley Motorsports Association has three race weekends planned for this 

summer at Dead Horse Creek Speedway.

“I think it’s im-
portant that the 
community have 
a say in how their 
community is po-
liced,” Hunt says.

Much of the re-
sponses line up 
with the previous 
survey. Traffi  c 
(noise, speeding, 
e-scooter use, and 
so on) remains 
the top identifi ed 
concern by a wide 
margin—200 re-
spondents listed 
it as the most im-
portant issue in 
the community 
that police should 
be addressing.

Drugs was in the number two spot 
(same as in 2020) with 140 responses 
followed by crime/theft at 41, other at 
34, public safety at 24, domestic vio-
lence at 20, and visibility/police pres-
ence  with eight.

As to what respondents feel the Win-
kler Police Service is doing well, the 
fi ve top-ranked areas included public 
relations with 63 comments followed 
by visibility/police presence at 52, 
drugs at 48, other at 38, and response 
time at 34.

Continued on page 10
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Winklerites’ ConstructionClock app gaining global reach
By Lorne Stelmach

A company started by a contractor 
from Winkler is on the verge of global 
growth thanks to its unique app.

ConstructionClock is touted as the 
fi rst fully automated, hands-free time 
tracking app for construction com-
panies, and the business driven by 
founder David Peters and fellow Win-
kler native Joel Wiebe as marketing 
leader is starting to catch on at more 
and more job sites.

“Our goal wasn’t how fast can we 
grow. It’s been on what’s the most 
innovative product we can build to 
solve problems for contractors and 
people in the construction industry,” 
Peters said recently. “We are very 
grateful for the success that we have 
had, and now we look at how do we 
make this a household name where 
we become the market leader?”

“There are competitors out there 
that do a basic version of what we of-
fer, but they don’t leverage GPS and 
geofencing technology to the fullest, 
and that is what makes construc-
tion clock defi nitely the most unique 
app,” said Wiebe. “It’s a concept that 
just seems to resonate with people.”

By using GPS technology to auto-
mate clocking in and clocking out, 
companies can track hours with 100 
per cent accuracy and unrivalled sim-
plicity. 

ConstructionClock enables com-
pany owners, employees, and book-
keepers to optimize the most expen-
sive material on the job site: time.

ConstructionClock has formed a 
strategic alliance with CompanyCam, 
which is one of the fastest growing 
construction tech companies in the 
world. The integration syncs projects 
and photos between apps, making job 
sites even more productive and accu-
rate.

The International Builders Show 
selected ConstructionClock as a fea-
tured start-up, and it was selected to 
showcase how they’re transforming 
the industry at the show in Las Vegas, 
the largest annual construction show 
in the world.

The genesis of the idea came from 

Peters being a contractor and search-
ing for a way to manage his employ-
ees.

“When I went to the industry to look 
for a piece of software that would be 
a solution to manage my teams, I was 
highly disappointed, and everyone I 
talked to kind of had the same out-
look,” he said. “They couldn’t fi nd a 
time attendance app for their crews 
that really worked well. I thought 
there might be an opportunity here.”

He started working on it about two 
years ago and brought Wiebe on 
board.

“I said, look, I think we can build 
something that the industry really 
needs and nobody has really tapped 
into,” Peters said. “It took me about 
an hour to convince him, and he quit 
his job ... it’s been him and I ever 
since, and we’ve been delivering this 
incredible software.”

They started pitching it initially 
to other construction companies in 
southern Manitoba and continued 
to perfect the app over the course of 
a year. Forty companies jumped on 
board to try it out.

“It’s an amazing, robust product, 
and we feel we are just getting start-
ed,” Peters said. “I think Construc-
tionClock does what all the other 
software does, but there is one very 
powerful thing and that is auto clock-
ing in and out.”

Wiebe noted the app then has a 
ripple eff ect for companies in terms 
of increased productivity, and it can 
work with Quickbooks online and al-
low users to export directly into that 
program to run payroll with a click of 
a button.

“We hear the comment all the time, 
‘You’ve given us our Saturdays back’ 
... those times when you have to sit 
down and organize all of that stuff  
and put it into the system,” he said. 
“And now I get to play with my kids 
on Saturday mornings.”

Wiebe observed that they are now 
starting to even see interest from oth-
er sectors such as catering companies.

“The only surprising thing is the ap-
plicability has been broader than we 
expected,” he said. “We see some of 
the most interesting companies come 
through the funnel now on a regular 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Winkler’s own David Peters and Joel Wiebe have created a new app, 

ConstructionClock, that makes scheduling easier for contractors. It’s gaining 

traction on job sites around the world.

basis.”
Peters is excited to see the potential 

for further growth globally.
“We started in Manitoba, and we ex-

panded across Canada, and now we 
are in multiple countries,” he said. 
“It’s quite remarkable to see in a year 
and a half how much this has taken 
off , not just in North America but also 
in other parts of the world.

“In 18 months, we’ve become this 
global company, and we’re based in 
southern Manitoba,” he said. “I feel 
like if this is what we were able to 
accomplish in a year and a half, what 
can we do in a decade?”

Wiebe noted the app right now is 
largely being taken up by companies 
that average 10-15 users, but they re-
cently picked up a company in Ne-
braska with about 150 people, so he 
sees them starting to get not only 
more users but particularly larger 
companies.

“It can work in any concept, in any 
geography. We’ll continue to expand. 
We’re still small players in this, but 
we do plan to expand,” said Wiebe, 
noting they are for now focussing on 
English speaking countries although 
he sees that eventually changing as 
well.  “The bigger the company, the 
more projects that you’re working on, 
the more value our app can add into 
that process.”

The results “gives us a guide as 
to where we should focus our re-
sources,” Hunt says, noting the 
identifi ed issues line up well with 
their areas of focus. “The traffi  c is-
sues and illegal drugs and proper-
ty crime are still the top ones, fi rst 
and foremost in people’s minds, 
and certainly our day-to-day po-
licing is geared towards that.”

There are several offi  cers who 
specialize in drug investigations, 
though the entire department 
plays a role when needed, Hunt 
says. Otherwise, the depart-
ment’s 20 offi  cers  (not including 
the chief and deputy-chief, who 
take more of an administrative 
role) are kept busy responding to 
calls and patrolling the communi-
ty, keeping an eye out for things 
like traffi  c infractions.

“Overall, we’ll keep doing what 
we’ve been doing,” Hunt says, 
adding that they intend to do 
these surveys every four years 
or so to ensure the department’s 
priorities continue to line up with 
the community’s.

 >  SURVEY, FROM PG. 9
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New location for Fehr’s Cabinet Showroom & Warehouse
By Sean Conway

“We’ve Moved!” is the signage in the 
window of the old location of Fehr’s 
Cabinet Showroom & Warehouse on 
the corner of Boyne Ave. and Main St. 
of Morris. The new location is just up 
the street on the corner of Main St. N 
and Mulvey Ave. E.

“This is the perfect location,” says 
part owner Melissa Lamotte. “The 
new building gives us the room we 
needed to create a new showroom to 
display cabinets and options.”

The vaulted ceiling building has 
some history behind it. After a fl ood 
the previous year, the All Saints’ An-
glican Church was moved to the lo-
cation in 1898. In 1920, it became the 
Lutheran Church of the Cross. 

The Lutheran Church replaced the 
building in 1968. In 2016, they sold 
the building, which eventually be-
came Cottage Depot.

“The Bell Tower in place at Smith 
Park was originally in front of this 
building,” says Brock Lamotte, a cus-
tom wood builder and the other half 
of the Fehr’s Cabinet ownership team.

The Lamottes purchased the busi-
ness in 2020 from Henry Fehr, who 
started it in 1987. 

“Brock designed and built custom 
cabinets for 20+ years,” says Melissa. 
“The retail business was a natural 
transition from what he did.”

Their new building off ers 4,300 sq. 
ft. of fl oor space. 

“When we purchased the business, 
we knew that the old building had a 
lease,” Melissa explains. “We wanted 
our own space. We took the posses-
sion of this place on Jan. 19 and start-
ed moving on Jan. 30.”

“We are not just cabinets,” notes 
Brock. “We will go to you with sam-
ples so you can view them in your 
space.” 

Custom cabinets, kitchens, counter-
tops, bathrooms, mudroom or closets 
are what this business is all about.

“We design and install cabinets and 
countertops,” says Melissa. “We are 
the only company that will draw your 
design at no charge.”

The showroom is now under renova-
tion. The plan is for a grand opening 
in late spring to be ready to show the 
lineup of cabinet that are available. 

“We are still operational,” Melissa 
stresses. “People can stop by. There is 
not much to view now, but you can 
come in and talk to us. It’s just a little 
dusty at the moment.”

You can learn more about Fehr’s 
Cabinet Showroom & Warehouse on-
line at  fehrcabinets.com. 

“The website needs to be updated,” 
Melissa notes. “Once we have our 
new showroom fi nished, we will re-
fresh the website with the details.”

 PHOTOS BY SEAN CONWAY/VOICE
This former church building is now home to Fehr’s Cabinet Showroom & Warehouse. 

Co-owner Melissa Lamotte (below) says they’re hard at work renovating the space 

with an eye to a grand opening celebration in spring.

“Children have been making 
clothes instead of going to school 
and having fun. They barely get 
paid, and they live in terrible small 
places, and it’s really hard to live. 
And they don’t even get to go to 
school. They’re forced to work.”

Shevchenko School student Josué 
Bourchard said, “This conference 

has really made me think about the 
whole fashion thing. I’ll try not to 
throw as many clothes away.”

MCIC education specialist Amanda 
Benson said talking to teachers and 
students about global sustainability 
is one of their big priorities. 

“The idea behind the theme, gener-
ating momentum, is to have a spat-

tering of students from all diff erent 
schools across the division go back 
to their schools and communities 
with what they’ve learned and gen-
erate momentum with their peers.”

Benson said it’s important for peo-
ple to know how the decisions we 
make aff ect people that we seldom 
think about. 

“From the person who made it 

to the person who sells it, there are 
so many more steps than we really 
think about. The whole idea is being 
more globally aware, to think about 
the items you have, and learn how to 
take care of them. 

“And remember that the most sus-
tainable piece of clothing is the item 
you already own.”

 >  GENERATING MOMENTUM, FROM PG. 2



12   The Voice  Thursday, March 7, 2024

Local first-responders take on the Push-Up Challenge
By Lori Penner

The Altona Police Service (APS) is 
thrilled with the support and partici-
pation of the community during last 
month’s Push-Up Challenge.

The event was an initiative of the 
Canadian Mental Health Association 
(CMHA), pushing Canadians to get 
fi t, have fun, and learn about mental 
health while raising funds for related 
programming.

 From Feb. 1-23, over 49 million Ca-
nadians challenged themselves to 
complete 2,000 push-ups for the 20 
per cent of Canadians who experience 
mental illness each year.

The 2024 event ended on a high 
note, with more than 40 million push-
ups and over $2 million dollars raised 
across the country.

Cst. Tristan Fournier-Jones was the 
captain of the 11-member Team APS, 
which included not only members of 

the force but reached into the commu-
nity as well, with Town of Altona staff  
and local residents joining in.

Initially, Fournier-Jones was drawn 
to the idea as a way for fi rst respond-
ers to support mental health, as they 
frequently deal with people who are 
in mental crisis. 

“It really looked doable and fun,” he 
said, adding it was “a great way to get 
the community involved and talking 
about the subject and bring aware-
ness.”

People began donating even before 
the challenge offi  cially began; it took 
less than 24 hours for Team APS to 
reach their target of $500.

In the end, they collected $1,535 for 
CMHA and completed 21,687 push-
ups.

Also exceeding their $500 goal was 
the Altona fi re department, whose 
eight-person team raised $565 and 
did 14,193 push-ups.

 ALTONA POLICE/FACEBOOK
The Altona police department’s team for the national Push-Up Challenge did 

21,687 push-ups and raised $1,535 for mental health programming.

Friesens Corp. shares 
its love of reading
By Voice staff 

Friesens Corporation marked Feb-
ruary as I Love to Month  by sending 
staff  out into the community to share 
their love of literacy.

The company’s employee-owners 
teamed up with Golden West Broad-
casting to read to hundreds of Gr. 

2 students in 15 schools across six 
school divisions throughout the Pem-
bina Valley.  

“At Friesens, we believe it’s im-
portant to foster a love of reading in 
children, especially these days when 
digital and social media monopolize 
the majority of their free time,” the 
company said in a press release. “As 

we are Altona’s largest employer, and 
in the business of making books, it’s 
our responsibility and honour to be 
part of this campaign every year.”

The students also all received cop-
ies of the book Fishing with Grandma, 
written by Susan Avingaq and Maren 
Vsetula and illustrated by Charlene 
Chua. The book was published by In-
habit Media, an Inuit-owned publish-
ing company that aims to promote 

and preserve the stories, knowledge, 
and talent of northern Canada.

“Our employee-owners always look 
forward to volunteering their time 
and reading expertise at one of the 
participating schools and reading to 
the students in their classroom set-
ting,” Friesens Corp. said. “We’re 
excited for the opportunity to bring 
such a unique book to the students.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Left: Amanda Schwartz from Friesens with Gr. 2 students at École Elmwood in 

Altona. Above: Ryan Hildebrand reads at Rosenfeld School.
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A new place to call home

By Lori Penner

The Love Well Women’s Drop-in 
Centre in Altona has found a new 
home. 

The founders of the centre had been 
searching for a new place after hav-
ing to vacate their former location last 
month. 

Gaetene Reimer and Robyn Sierks 
are delighted that the Altona Bergth-
aler Church stepped forward with an 
off er to have them temporarily use its 
youth building. 

“We’re very thankful to them for of-
fering us the use of this space,” said 
Sierks, adding that the ladies who ac-
cess the drop-in are excited and have 
been helping them clean up and move 
in. “Whole families showed up to 
help us move. This is love in action.”

A group of ladies even held a fund-
raiser recently to off set moving costs. 
The concert at the Commons Barn in 
Neubergthal was a sold-out crowd.

“They raised $1,500. It was just in-
credible. Everyone’s been so helpful 

and good to us,” Reimer says.
“We’re so glad we didn’t have to 

shut down,” adds Sierks. “We’re not 
having to put things into storage and 
stopping our programming. It’s very 
important to continue the momentum 
that we have going. We’re all very ex-
cited to be here.”

The move, however, does mean a 
few changes to how the centre will 
operate for the time being.  It is now 
open from 1-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. on 
Thursdays, and on Fridays from 1-4 
p.m. Their regular Wednesday eve-
ning Craft Cafe has moved to Thurs-
days.

Reimer says they couldn’t be hap-
pier with this partnership with the 
church.

“They’ve been so gracious in letting 
us use everything. We’ve got a really 
nice, well-lit seating area and a table 
and chairs, and a coff ee bar. They’ve 
also opened the games room in the 
basement for us to use, so we’ve got 
ping pong, air hockey, billiards. So, if 
women want to come and play some 

games and talk, it’s great for that. And 
now we have more parking.”

Terrell Wiebe, associate pastor at the 
church, says the space will continue 
to be used for the church youth a few 
times during the week. 

The lower level was formerly used 
by the Rhineland Food Bank. 

“When they moved out of here two 
years ago, we got the full space, but 

we haven’t used it to its full poten-
tial, but now it will be,” Wiebe says. 
“It’s great to have an opportunity for 
women to get together in a faith envi-
ronment.

“I heard about some of the things 
they do at the centre, and I thought it 
sounds like a fun place. We’ve been 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
The Love Well Women’s Centre has found a new temporary home at the Altona 

Bergthaler Church. Above: Love Well’s Gaetane Reimer and Robyn Sierks with 

associate pastor Terrell Wiebe.

New family entertainment centre opens in Altona Mall
By Lori Penner

Last week saw the grand opening of 
Altona’s newest entertainment desti-
nation. 

After much anticipation, The Ware-
house Family Entertainment Centre 
is open for business, blending the 
nostalgic charm of ‘80s 
arcades with a contem-
porary touch.

The brains behind 
this venture are long-
time Altona residents 
Andrew and Stepha-
nie Rempel along with 
Andrew’s older brother 
Trevor and his wife 
Melanie, who hail from 
Hepburn, SK.

Andrew and Trevor also work to-
gether in their development company 
Steel Creek Developers. They develop 
hotels, active adult housing and retail 
in rural communities.

“We started looking at the industry 
of family entertainment centres when 

a company contacted us to potential-
ly partner with one near a hotel that 
we’re building in Niverville,” says 
Andrew.  “So, after seeing some of 
the numbers and looking at the busi-
ness plans, we thought that it would 
be a great business to get into, and we 

fi gured we’d start 
small, right in our 
hometown of Altona 
and see if it works 
before we expanded 
to larger centres.”

It’s been decades 
since the Altona 
Mall has housed an 
arcade. While there 
is certainly a nos-
talgic aspect to the 
business, Andrew 

says arcades are making a big come-
back.

“In the States, there’s a lot more 
that are starting up because they’re 
fi nding that kids need that social en-

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Warehouse Family Entertainment Centre owners Andrew, Melanie, Trevor and 

Stephanie Rempel partake in one of the games featured at the new business in 

the Altona Mall.

Love Well Women’s Drop-in Centre moves 
into space in Altona Bergthaler Church

Continued on page 14

“WE FIGURED WE’D 

START SMALL, RIGHT 

IN OUR HOMETOWN ...”

Continued on page 14

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Are you brave enough to take the plunge?
By Lorne Stelmach

The icy waters of Lake Minnewasta 
again beckon for those who are brave 
enough to take a leap in support of a 
good cause.

People will once again be “freezin’ 
for a reason” as the Polar Plunge fun-
draiser returns in support of the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run and Special 
Olympics Manitoba.

Set for Saurday, March 16 starting at 
2 p.m., the plunge will again be done 
in conjunction with the Morden fi re 
department’s pond hockey tourna-
ment at the lake.

“Again the plan is in the water, simi-
lar to last year,” said Sgt. Scott Ed-
wards of the Morden Police Service. 
“Hopefully the weather co-operates 
and we still have ice in mid-March. 
Either way, we’ll plan to do an event 
that day, whether it’s down on the ice 
or utilizing our mobile tank.”

The fi rst year for the Morden plunge 
in 2015 was probably the biggest. 
with about 50 people registered. The 
last few years have seen around 30 
people take part.

The event, now in its eighth year, has 
raised around $150,000 for Special O.

“We’re hoping for 50 plungers. We 
had that in our fi rst year,” said Ed-
wards. “We’re hoping to get back to 
that number. I think last year we had 
around 25.

“It’s an aggressive goal ... but we 
think the word keeps spreading, and 
the cause is something you can’t beat 
for raising money and awareness for 
Special Olympics.”

The plan is to have the plunge site 
somewhere near where the dock is 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
This year’s Polar Plunge in support of Special Olympics takes place at Lake 

Minnewasta in Morden March 16.

gin collecting donations. 
If interested, you can sign up and 

fi nd more information online at 
plungemanitoba.com.

tertainment, instead of just sitting 
in the basement by themselves. We 
wanted to create a local business 
which provides opportunities for 
our young people to get out, social-
ize and participate in new activities. 
We also wanted to create a space 
to hire and mentor young adults, 
training them with valuable work 
skills.”

Stephanie will take charge of the 
day-to-day operations on-site. 

“We hope to be a good local busi-
ness neighbor that is active in the 

community and hope to fi nd ways 
to support local non-profi t groups 
as we fi gure out some creative ways 
to help organizations raise money,” 
she says.

For now, hours of operation will be 
based on around school hours but 
will change when summer arrives. 
Kids under 12 must be accompa-
nied by an adult. 

Apart from boasting over 20 of 
the most popular modern arcade 
games, the facility also features a 
20’x20’ virtual reality free-roam 

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

Is there someone you would like 
to see recognized in the newspa-

per for their accomplishments 
- athletic, academic 

or community service.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888

usually located at the lake, but it will 
be dependent on the conditions.

Edwards thinks doing it at the lake 
is an extra appeal.

“It was new for us. We actually had 
a few people who signed up that day 
as they were at the event and decided, 
‘Why not?’” he noted. “I think there 
should be a good crowd again this 
year with the pond hockey tourna-
ment.”

Access Credit Union is on board as 
the main sponsor for all four Manito-
ba plunges in Morden, Portage, Clear 
Lake, and Winnipeg.

It has become an important source 
of support as a fundraiser, said Ed-
wards.

“It’s become our staple  here,” he 
said. “The plunge has kind of become 
our main event for the Law Enforce-
ment Torch Run in Manitoba.”

Participants can register as an indi-
vidual or join or create a team and be-

 >  THE WAREHOUSE, FROM PG. 13 arena.
They also off er food concessions and 

a party area available for birthdays 
and corporate rental events.

“And this isn’t just for kids,” An-
drew says. “This is for all ages. We’ve 
been approached by seniors saying 
they’d like to try the games without 
the prying eyes of teenagers.  So we’re 
looking at having a senior’s day so 
they can have a chance to enjoy these 
games, as well.”

You can learn more online at www.
thewarehousefec.fun.

talking about how this building, and 
the larger building can serve the com-
munity better, so when this came up, 
we thought there we go. This is per-
fect.”

“It was last minute, and God came 
through. For now, this spot will be 
perfect,” says Reimer, who says there 
will be a grand opening in the near 
future. “We’re very blessed and we 
want to celebrate the blessings with 
everyone.”

The hunt continues for a permanent 
home that will accommodate the cen-
tre’s growing programs and a vision 
to add services.

 >  LOVE WELL, FROM PG. 13
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Bombers up 
2-0, Royals 
knocked out 
by Aces
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The semi-fi nal round of the South 
Eastern Manitoba Hockey League 
playoff s got underway last week 
with the Morden Bombers squaring 
off  against the Warren Mercs and the 
Winkler Royals facing the Ste. Anne 
Aces.

Morden closed out the week up 2-0 
in the series. 

They took game one 1-0 last Wednes-
day on the strength of a goal from Jay 
Fehr and a 45-save night from goalie 
Reed Peters.

Warren managed to get two past Pe-
ters a few nights later in game two, 
but a hat-trick from Jory Mullin and 
two from Logan Christensen gave 
Morden the win 5-2.

Game three is Friday night in War-
ren.

The Winkler-Ste. Anne series didn’t 
go the Royals’ way at all. 

The Aces took game one Feb. 28 3-2 
in overtime. 

Tying goals from Remi Laurencelle 
and Aaron Lewadniuk in the second 
period, followed by a scoreless third, 
forced the extra minutes. Ste. Anne 
got the game-winner four minutes 
into overtime.

Jayme Janzen made 52 saves for 
Winkler in the loss as the Aces out-
shot the Royals 55-26.

Game two wasn’t so close, with the 
only Winkler scoring coming from 

Keith Grodin in the fi rst and second periods. 
The Aces, meanwhile, managed to get eight of their 

52 shots on net past Janzen to win it. The Royals had 
30 shots on goal this match.

It all came down to Monday night’s game three in 
Ste. Anne, in which the Aces put the fi nal nail in the 
Royals’ championship hopes with a 6-2 win to take 
the series 3-0. 

Scoring for Winkler was Cam McNabb and Mark 
Hildebrand. 

Janzen saved 52 of the 58 shots he faced in net. The 
Royals had 20 shots on goal.

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Above: Aces Tanner Harms tries to tip a shot past 

Winkler goalie Jayme Janzen in the SEMHL semi-fi nals. 

Right: Morden’s Jory Mullin tries to get his stick on a 

loose puck in front of the Warren net. 

Winkler Flyers best Virden Oil Capitals 4-3
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers started off  the 
fi nal month of MJHL regular season 
hockey right with a 4-3 win against 
the visiting Virden Oil Capitals last 
Friday night.

After a scoreless opening period, 
Virden drew fi rst blood just seconds 

into the middle frame, taking a 1-0 
lead that held until Dalton Andrew 
and Jakob Jones fi nally got Winkler 
on the board in the fi nal few minutes.

The Oil Capitals tied it up early in 
the third, only to have Winkler pull 
ahead minutes later with goals from 
Trent Penner and Andrew. The vis-

itors managed one more goal, but it 
wasn’t enough to close the gap.

Malachi Klassen got the win be-
tween the posts for Winkler, making 
35 saves off  38 shots. His teammates 
fi red 34 the other way.

The Flyers remain in second place in 
the MGEU East Division with a record 

of 38-8-2-3 for 81 points, which has 
them eight points behind the Stein-
bach Pistons in fi rst and nine points 
ahead of the Portage Terriers in third.

Coming up, the Flyers play a trio 
of home games against Steinbach 
(Wednesday), Portage (Friday), and 
Neepawa (Sunday).
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Local powerlifters 
win at provincials

By Lorne Stelmach

Two local competitors were on the 
podium for their performances at the 
recent Manitoba Powerlifting Asso-
ciation provincial championship in 
Winnipeg.

David Banman of Winker earned 
fi rst place in his class, while Car-
son Parago of Altona also had a top 
showing in his class, including break-
ing the provincial squat record at 620 
pounds.

The results qualifi ed both to be part 
of the 2024 Western Canadian Pow-
erlifting and Bench Press Champion-
ships next week in Moose Jaw and 
then possibly the national champion-

ship in September in Prince Edward 
Island.

For Parago, who bench pressed 341 
pounds and dead lifted 600 pounds, 
his success at provincials came de-
spite the eff ects of a lingering injury.

“The unfortunate thing is I got an in-
jury in November and it hasn’t quite 
gone away ... and I went into that 
competition with this injury, but de-
spite that was still able to break the 
provincial squat record, which was 
great,” he said. “It was just a matter 
of consistency and training smart and 
paying attention to the injury at the 
same time.”

“It feels good. I just go in there try-
ing to do the best that I can, beat some 
previous numbers and hopefully 
come out feeling good,” noted Ban-
man of his mindset heading into the 
competition.

Powerlifting consists of three at-
tempts at maximum weight in three 
big lifts: squat, bench press, and dead 

lift. Unlike bodybuilding, which has 
more emphasis on the pursuit of the 
physique, powerlifting is a sport of 
attaining as much raw strength as 
possible.  

Banman, who grew up in Blumen-
feld, got into powerlifting about sev-
en years ago, but he has been doing 
strength training overall for about 12 
years.

“When I fi rst started exercising, I 
was a really small, skinny kid, so the 
best way to gain weight, I thought, 
was to start exercising, and then 
eventually I started taking it more se-
riously,” he said. “I found the sport of 
powerlifting and started training for 
it and actually really enjoyed it, and I 
eventually started competing.

“Lifting the heavy weights can be 
mentally straining but extremely 
challenging, and being able to lift 
heavier weights, going for your per-
sonal best, is a really good feeling. 
And the community of lifters is really 
great,” Banman said in explaining the 
appeal for  him.

There is a lot of regimented training 
and preparation that goes into it.

“The training leading up to it has to 
be quite specifi c,” he said. “I person-
ally follow specifi c programs to try to 

develop more strength in those exer-
cises.

“As the weeks go on with training, 
the weights get heavier and the risk 
for injury increases a lot,” he noted. 
“I managed to keep everything under 
control and come out of it pain free.

“I hope I can continue as long as I 
can, as long as my body can take it,” 
Banman concluded.

Parago quit hockey at a younger 
age and his father encouraged him to 
participate in something, so he start-
ed out in Crossfi t through Outland 
Health and Fitness in Altona.

As a teen, he started lifting more 
than some of the adults in his catego-
ry, so the coach encouraged him to get 
into powerlifting.

“It’s honestly just being able to see 
how much you are able to do,” he 
said in explaining the appeal. “What 
are your own limits of how much you 
can lift?

“It’s just fun to do ... and the drive 
is just seeing how far you can go with 
it,” said Parago, who has six competi-
tions under his belt now.

“I think it was just the consistency in 
your training and in your diet, setting 
some goals,” he said of his success.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Altona’s Carson Parago (above) and Winkler’s David Banman (below, centre)  

had fi rst-place fi nishes at the Manitoba Powerlifting Association’s provincial 

competition this winter, which qualifi ed them to compete in the 2024 Western 

Canadian Powerlifting and Bench Press Championships in Moose Jaw next week.

David Banman and 
Carson Parago off  to 
Westerns next week

Pembina Valley Hawks tie quarter-final 1-1
By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks were fi ghting to stay alive in 
the post season this week.

Pembina Valley was on the ropes 
in their quarter-fi nal series with the 
Southwest Cougars after dropping 
game one 6-2 in Souris last Friday. 

The Hawks trailed 1-0 and 3-0 at the 
intermissions before connecting on a 

pair of powerplays in the third, but 
that was as close as they could get.

Sam Delaquis and Acoyen Fehr 
scored for the Hawks, while Bryson 
Yaschyshyn made 18 saves as Pembi-
na Valley held a 27-24 edge in shots 
on goal.

The Hawks bounced back in game 
two Monday night with a decisive 3-1 
win. 

Delaquis had a two-goal night in the 

opening frame and then Cohen Pilk-
ington added one more in the third. 
The Cougars managed their lone goal 
late in the fi rst period.

Yaschyshyn made 16 saves this game 
as his teammates outshot Southwest 
31-17.

Game three was set for Tuesday in 
Souris. Results were not available at 
press time.

Game four is scheduled for Thurs-

day in Morden and game fi ve for Sat-
urday back in Souris.   

The Hawks fi nished seventh in the 
Manitoba U18 AAA Hockey League 
regular season, while the Cougars 
ranked second. Southwest was vic-
torious all four times the two teams 
went up against each other this sea-
son.
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Hundreds 
of figure 
skaters 
perform 
at Altona 
Sunflower 
Gardens 
Arena

 SUBMITTED PHOTO  SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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About 385 skaters along with their coaches, family, and 

supporters and 1,900 spectators packed the Altona 

Sunfl ower Gardens Arena from March 1-3 for the 2024 

Skate Manitoba Provincial Championships. Participants 

came from across the Pembina Valley, as well as Virden, 

Thompson, Winnipeg, and Kenora. The competition 

included several diff erent classes and levels, like solos, 

team pairs, and synchronized skating. Above: Nahla 

Peters-Loewen of the Altona Skating Club was a Star 5 

Women’s 13+ silver medalist. Above, left: Members of 

the Morden Skating Club’s synchronized skating team 

compete. Left: Altona skaters having some fun in the 

event’s photo booth in between their time on the ice. 

By Lorne Stelmach

The playoff s came to an end for the 
female U18 Pembina Valley Hawks, 
and their quarter-fi nal sweep by 
Westman was very much like their 
season as a whole.

The seventh-place Hawks came 
up short in falling in three straight 
games to the second-place Wildcats 
last month, but they gave Westman a 
good battle.

In both game one and three, the 
Hawks got into a bit of penalty trou-
ble towards the end, and it cost them. 
Game two, meanwhile, went to dou-
ble overtime for a decision that could 
have gone either way.

“I would say it was probably the 
best hockey we had played since I 

joined in,” said Keith Graham, who 
took over coaching duties part-
way through the season. “Overall, I 
was fairly happy with how the girls 
played.”

The Hawks kicked off  the season 
with three straight wins, but they 
veered off  course from there and end-
ed with a six-game winless run.

The Hawks fi nished this winter in 
seventh place at 6-18-4 for 16 points, 
which was four points ahead of last-
place Central Plains and six behind 
sixth-place Interlake.

A lot of their games were close 
though, and Graham couldn’t fault 
the team at all for their eff ort and 
work ethic.

“I was fairly happy with how every-
thing went,” he said. “You come into 

a situation like that, you’re not too 
sure how they’re going to respond 
and what the rest of the season is go-
ing to look like, but they responded 
quite well.

“They worked really hard through-
out the second half of the season,” 
Graham continued. “It’s one of those 
things where if you have buy-in from 
the beginning of the season, you’re 
just going to continue to be successful 
... it took a little time for the buy-in to 
happen. Overall, I was pretty happy 
with the eff ort.”

It is a tough, high level of hockey, he 
noted.

“There’s a pile of skilled players in 
our province. The competitive level is 
very high. You’re competing and bat-
tling with the best of the province. It’s 

a great age group to watch.”
Abigail Brigg led the Hawks off en-

sively this season with seven goals 
and 11 assists for 18 points while Jes-
sica Anderson was the top goal-scorer 
with nine to go along with six assists. 

Kasia Rakowski carried the bulk of 
the workload in net with a 5.88 goals 
against average and .922 save per-
centage in 24 games. 

Looking ahead, Graham is uncertain 
about the team’s prospects for next 
season.

“That’s kind of up in the air right 
now. Talking with some of the girls, 
they are planning on returning for 
next season,” he said, noting he’s not 
sure yet if he’ll be back as coach. “I’ll 
have to have a discussion ... we’ll see 
what happens.”

Female Hawks coach reflects on the season
 SUBMITTED PHOTO  SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Zone 4 hockey league hands out 2023-24 awards

By Voice staff 

The Zone 4 High School Hockey 
League handed out its 2023-24 awards 
at game two of the championship se-
ries between the W.C. Miller Aces and  
the Morden Thunder Sunday night.

The Aces headed into the game up 
1-0 in the series, having won game 
one 4-3 Feb. 28, but Morden fought 
back with a 3-2 win to force game 
three Monday, which they won 3-1 to 
clinch the Zone 4 title.

At the awards presentation, Max 
Jago of the Pembina Tigers was hon-
oured twice, taking home both the 
Heavy Metal Designs MVP Award 
and the Top Scorer Award. Jago is de-

scribed as a leader on his team.
“He is always encouraging his team-

mates to do better, even when behind 
in a game,” the team’s submitted bio 
for him reads. “He is always a go-to 
guy if the Tigers need a big goal or to 
kill off  a penalty. Max plays 20-25+ 
minutes a game and is always ready 
to step back onto the ice when we 
need him.”

Jago fi nished the season with 39 
points (21 goals and 18 assists) in 21 
regular season games.

Winning this year’s Lew Mueller 
Defenseman of the Year Award was 
Nic Wiebe of the Morden Thunder.

“Nic plays a top two defensive role 
on the Thunder and is often called 
upon to match up against other team’s 
top lines,” the team shares. “He is 
big, physical, fast, a good playmaker, 
rusher and plays in all situations.”

Winning the Top Goaltender Award 
was Darion Penner of the WC Miller 
Aces. Penner posted a .927 save per-
centage with two shutouts and an 
11-3 win-loss record in 19 starts (in-
cluding tournaments)  this season.

“Darion’s high level of compete 
along with his sound technical skill 
makes him hard to score on and gives 
the team stability and a chance to win 
every night.”

This year’s winner of the Lloyd C. 
Orchard Most Sportsmanlike Player 
Award is Ethan Wilde of the Carman 
Cougars.

Wilde contributed 29 points (14 goals 
and 15 assists) through 17 games this 
season. 

“Ethan’s determination to do ev-
erything he can to help his team win 
leads him to be the hardest-working 
player night in and night out for the 

Carman Cougars,” his team shares. 
“Ethan plays the game hard between 
the whistles and has done so with 
minimal penalty minutes this season. 
He is a player who leads by example 
for his team but is also a great mentor 
for our players, often trying to help 
by giving advice and positive rein-
forcement.”

The season’s Coaching Staff  of the 
Year Award, voted on by each Zone 
4 team, went to the Pembina Tigers;  
the Charlie Maykut Fair Play Award, 
awarded to the team with the fewest 
penalty minutes, went to the Morden 
Thunder; the Top Defensive Team of 
the Year, awarded to the team with 
the least goals against, went to the  
Mountain Mustangs; and the Offi  cial 
of the Year Award, voted on by the 
Zone 4 member teams, went to James 
Nelson

Morris groups present 
$24K to CancerCare MB
By Sean Conway

“Our CancerCare Manitoba fund-
raising eff orts in February focused 
on hockey, but it is really all about 
community,” says Pat Schmitke, part 
owner of the Pembina Valley Twisters 
of the Manitoba Major Junior Hockey 
League.

Representatives from the Morris 
Curling Club, Morris Fire Depart-
ment, Morris Multiplex, Sun Valley 
Co-op, the Mavericks, and the Red 
River Wild stood at centre ice before 
the Twisters’ home game last Thurs-
day to present a $22,457 cheque to 

CancerCare Manitoba’s Sherelle 
Kwan.

“It seems more and more people 
each year get behind the Twisters 
CancerCare Manitoba fundraising 
campaign,” says Kwan. “It is just re-
markable to think they have helped 
raise over two hundred thousand 
dollars.”

Schmitke gives credit to the commu-
nities that step up and support the ef-
fort every year.

“It is all about rural communities 
coming together,” he said, noting the 
team started the initiative in memory 

of former Twisters player and owner 
Dale Rempel, who died of cancer in 
2012.

A cancer diagnosis touches the lives 
of not just the person living with it 
but their families and friends as well, 
observes Schmitke. 

“Cancer is something everyone has 
had to deal with.”

This year’s fundraiser took place 
Feb. 3 and saw the Twisters, the SEM-
HL’s Wild, and the Morris Mavericks 
high school team lace up as part of the 
day-long event, which coincided with 
the Morris Winter Carnival festivities.

“It takes donations like this to make 
a diff erence,” says Kwan. “The head 
shave, the curling events, a dunk tank 
gets people involved. We are grate-
ful for all the organizing done to the 
fundraiser for CancerCare Manitoba.”

LIL SHOOTERS
Last Thursday’s Twisters game also 

featured the last session of the Morris 
Area Recreation Lil Shooters hockey 
program.

The Twisters partner with the recre-
ational hockey program to promote 
the game with kids learning the sport. 

Youngsters get to visit the Twisters 
club dressing room before the game 
for the coach’s message, be on the ice 
with the team for the national anthem, 
and take a few shots on the Twisters’  
netminder during intermission.

“My son’s eyes were as big as din-
ner plates when he came out of the 
Twisters’ dressing room,” shares one 
parent. 

The kids also take home a candy 
treat bag, a snack from the canteen, 
and their own shoot-out puck with a 
Twister’ logo on it.

“Our players come from rural com-
munities,” Schmitke says, noting the 
program is a way for the kids “to 
become part of the team for a little 
while.”

 PHOTO BY LANA MEIER/VOICE
Representatives from Morris Curling Club, Morris Fire Department, Morris 

Multiplex, Sun Valley Co-op, Mavericks, and the Red River Wild presented a $22,457 

cheque to CancerCare Manitoba’s Sherelle Kwan last week.
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Lincoln Inkster, Preston Peterson, Anno Mass got the chance to be honourary 

members of the Pembina Valley Twisters last week as part of the Lil Shooters 

program, which the team does in partnership with Morris recreational hockey.

Thunder beat Aces to 
win championship 



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
Wanted old advertis-
ing: dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, 
White Rose, Buff alo, 
Husky, Ford, GM, 
Dodge, Tire signs, 
Coke, Pepsi etc. Call 
306- 221-5908.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Interested in a 
career as a commer-
cial pilot? LS Airways 
Flight Academy is 
the most aff ordable 
in Canada. We have 
students from all over 
the world. We off er 
fl ight training & ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge. Call 204-
651-1402.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

Completed tender and a $10,000.00 deposit per parcel are        
invited to be received up to 4:00 PM on March 25th, 2024, for 
the land described below, at:

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
RM OF MACDONALD

PKF Lawyers  - 71 Main St. S, Box 1240, Carman, MB R0G 0J0 
Attn:  Mona Brown/Jessica Waddingham     Ph: 204-745-2028

LAND FOR SALE:
Any or all of the following:
1. THE SW ¼ 18-7-1 EPM (168.48 ACRES)
2. THE SW ¼ 18-7-1 WPM (165 ACRES)
3. THE SE ¼ 18-7-1 WPM (160 ACRES)
4. THE NW ¼ 18-7-1 EPM (168.24  ACRES)
5. THE N ½ OF SECTION 12-7-2 WPM (320 ACRES)
6. THE NE ¼ OF SECTION 13-7-2 WPM (127.57 ACRES)
7. THE NW ¼ OF SECTION 13-7-2 WPM (128.71 ACRES)
8. THE SE ¼ OF SECTION 13-7-2 WPM (160 ACRES)
Total Acres: 1398.00
Conditions of Tender:

 To obtain tender form or more info contact Jessica 
 Waddingham or Mona Brown at 204-745-2028.

 parcel. Deposit of tenders not accepted will be returned to 
 the Tenderers.

5.  Possession and the due date of the balance of tender 
 price shall be April 22, 2024. Please note that possession is 

 December 31, 2024, for lease terms please contact 

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

CAREER

PUBLIC NOTICE

COMING EVENTS

PUBLIC HEARING
2024  Financial Plan

Public notice is hereby given pursuant to subsection 162(2) of The 
Municipal Act that the Council of the City of Winkler will present its 
2024 Financial Plan at a public hearing to be held on:

Council will hear any person who wishes to make a representation, 
ask questions, or register an objection to the financial plan.  
Anyone wishing to get a copy of the City’s 2024 Financial Plan 
can contact City Hall by phone at 204-325-9524 or 
admin@cityofwinkler.ca during regular office hours.

March 26, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.
City of Winkler Council Chambers, 

185 Main Street, Winkler, MB

COMING EVENTS

C.A.R.E. Inc invites you to join us for the 
Retirement Celebration in honor of ANN KROEKER

with a Come and Go Tea on 
Saturday, March 9 at the Altona Curling Club Lounge

 from 2:00 - 4:30 pm
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Starting a new Starting a new 
business?business?  

Call us - We have everything Call us - We have everything 
you need to promote you need to promote 

your businessyour business
Call 204-467-5836



Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are invited to attend
The Town of Altona

2024 Financial Plan Hearing
Tuesday, March 26, 2024

6:00 pm
Council Chambers of the 

Altona Civic Centre

In accordance with subsection 162(2) 
of The Municipal Act, the Council will 
present the proposed 2024 Financial 
Plan for the Town of Altona at 6:00 pm 
on Tuesday, March 26, 2024 in the Coun-
cil Chambers of the Altona Civic Centre.  
The presentation will include the 2024 
operating costs, the 2024 capital budget 
and a five-year capital expenditure pro-
gram.  The presentation will be followed 
by a forum for questions and comments 
from the public.  The purpose of the 
hearing is to allow any interested person 
to make a representation, ask questions 
or register an objection.
Copies of the proposed Financial Plan 
will be available after March 20, 2024 on 
our website at www.altona.ca or upon 
request at the Town of Altona Adminis-
tration Office, 111 Centre Avenue dur-
ing regular business hours.  Questions 
and remarks may be directed by letter or 
email to our Finance Officer or through 
our email address at info@altona.ca.
Terry Fehr, CMMA
Finance Officer
Town of Altona
terry.fehr@altona.ca
Box 1630
Altona MB   R0G 0B0

February 26, 2024

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:

To amend the Town of Altona Zoning By-Law 1792/2021, as amended, to add a Place of 
Worship as a Conditional Use to the “IG” Industrial General Use Table 5-9 as follows:

IG – Industrial General Zone
Bulk/Use Table 5-9:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR RE-ZONING By-Law # 1819-2024

HEARING LOCATION: Town of Altona Council Chambers
 111 Centre Avenue East, Altona
DATE AND TIME: March 26, 2024 at 6:00 PM

GENERAL INTENT:
To add a Place of Worship as a Conditional Use to the “IG” Industrial General Use Table 5-9. 
A Public Hearing is required for this purpose. Notices were sent to adjacent Municipalities and 
Planning Districts and advertised in the March 7th and March 14th issues of The Voice.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tanya Waddell, RPGA General Manager
109 – 3rd Ave NE, Box 270 Altona, MB R0G 0B0 
Phone: (204) 324-5357 Email: manager@rpgamb.ca

10,000 100 20 20 45 6010 15

Use Class
P=Permitted C=Conditional 
*=Use-Specific
Standard Applies
Underline = Only as
a Secondary Use

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Trustees of Garden Valley School Division 
invite you to a presentation of the 2024/25 
Operating Budget at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

March 12, 2024 at the GVSD Division Office.
The Division will provide a review of the 

proposed $59.3 million annual budget and 
set the mill rate for the 2024 tax year.

Public Presentation
2024 – 2025 Budget

6:00 p.m. – Tuesday, March 12, 2024

GARDEN VALLEY SCHOOL DIVISION

ReVolution ReVolution 
TrailersTrailers

RVs 
Reimagined

• Spring Readiness 
• Service & Repair
• Parts & Sales
• Renovated RV Sales
• Custom 

Renovations
1480 Spring� eld Rd

Winnipeg, MB
www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call Now:
204-955-7377

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

NOTICES
SEASONAL CRAFT SHOW? REGISTERING Spring 
programs? Having an AGM? Have your blanket 
classifi ed ads seen in the 31 Member Newspa-
pers which are seen in over 368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Now booking winter and spring ad-
vertising for 2024. Please Call 204-467-5836 or 
call MCNA at 204-947-1691 for more details or to 
book ads. MCNA - Manitoba Community News-
papers Association. www.mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler 
capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts 
humans and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key com-
pounds that work to stimulate red blood cell pro-
duction & cartilage cell regeneration & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836 or 
Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE 
POSITION with an 

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE FARMLAND TENDER

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
PLANNING ACT NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MORDEN BY-LAW 06-2024
Being an AMENDMENT to the CITY OF MORDEN ZONING BY-LAW 08-2017

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be 
held to receive representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect 
to the following matter:

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location 
noted above during office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made, and extracts 
taken therefrom, upon request.

HEARING: Morden Civic Centre 
LOCATION: 195 Stephen St., Morden, MB
DATE: March 25th 2024
TIME: 7: 15 pm 
From: “CR” Community Reserve 
To: “RM-L” Residential Multiple Family Large
To provide new area for multi-family housing 
growth
AREA: Southeast corner of Lot 3 Plan 23224 
in N1/2 8-3 5WPM
Morden, MB
As outlined in red lines on the map attached 
hereto as Schedule “A” and forming part of 
this by-law.
INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jose Yanez, Planning and Development 
Officer 133 7th Street, Morden, MB. R6M 1V3
Phone: (204) 822-2567

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
PLANNING ACT NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MORDEN BY-LAW 04-2024
Being an AMENDMENT to the CITY OF MORDEN ZONING BY-LAW 08-2017

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be 
held to receive representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect 
to the following matter:

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location 
noted above during office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made, and extracts 
taken therefrom, upon request.

HEARING: Morden Civic Centre 
LOCATION: 195 Stephen St., Morden, MB
DATE: March 25th 2024
TIME: 7: 00 pm 
From: “CR” Community Reserve 
To: “MB” Industrial Business
For the development of the New Industrial 
Park area
AREA: Corner of Willcocks Rd and Road 28 W
Lot B Plan 45801 and Lot 4 Plan 50249 MLTO 
Morden, MB
As outlined in red lines on the map attached 
hereto as Schedule “A” and forming part of this 
by-law.
INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jose Yanez, Planning and Development 
Officer 133 7th Street, Morden, MB. R6M 1V3
Phone: (204) 822-2567

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for land in the 

RM of Rhineland
described below will be received by:
Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office

Box 99, 1 – 880 J 15th Street
Winkler, MB  R6W 4A4

Attention:  Hannah Franz

LAND:
PARCEL I:  THE S 1/2 OF THE N 1/2 OF SW 1/4 6-2-3 WPM
EXCEPTING - AN UNDIVIDED ONE-HALF INTEREST IN ALL MINES 
AND MINERALS AS SET FORTH IN TRANSFER 113370 MLTO and
PARCEL II:  THE N 1/2 OF THE S 1/2 OF SW 1/4 6-2-3 WPM 
EXCEPTING - AN UNDIVIDED ONE-HALF INTEREST IN ALL MINES 
AND MINERALS AS SET FORTH IN TRANSFER 113370 MLTO

78.18 acres of Bare Farmland with 42 acres cultivated and a creek 
through the land.

Located approximately 0.75 miles off PR 201.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1. The parcels shall be sold together, and any tender bid for one 
parcel and not the other shall not be considered.
2. The parcel of land described will be sold “as is”.
3. Written Tenders must be received on or before 5:00 PM on March 
25, 2024.
4. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 
5. Date of Possession to be April 6, 2024, or as agreed between par-
ties.
6. Tender must be accompanied by a deposit of $10,000.00, pay-
able to Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office, to be returned if tender 
bid is not accepted
7. No right of first refusal.

TERMS OF SALE:
1. The successful bidder(s) shall enter a formal agreement covering 
terms and conditions of sale.
2. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for 
full payment are made following acceptance of tender.
3. Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 
commencing January 1, 2024.
4. The purchaser shall pay applicable GST or shall self-assess for 
GST.

For further information contact Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office 
at 204-325-4615 or hannah@fhwlaw.ca 

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS

• MARRIAGES

• ANNIVERSARIES

• NOTICES

• OBITUARIES

• IN MEMORIAMS

• ENGAGEMENTS 

• BIRTHS

• THANK YOUS

• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 
467-5836

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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BIRTHDAY

Happy 90th birthday to our loving
mother, grandmother and great-

grandmother,
Dorothy Lepage

You are so special in all our hearts
and we love you to no end

Happy birthday!

OBITUARY

Susan E Hildebrandt
1927 – 2024

A Celebration of Life will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 
18, 2024 at the Blumenort Mennonite Church in Rosetown, MB 16 
km south of Plum Coulee.

It is with sadness that we as the extended family announce 
the peaceful passing of Susan Hildebrandt, age 96 on Saturday, 
February 10, 2024 at Boundary Trails Health Centre. We can also 
rejoice in her stated wish to “go home”.

Susan was predeceased by her parents, Heinrich P and Anna 
Hildebrandt along with 11 siblings and their spouses. She will be 
lovingly remembered by her remaining sister, Eva and her many 
nieces, nephews and their families.

Susanna (Susan) was born February 24, 1927 in Blumenort 
south, near Gretna, MB. She led a full and vibrant life! She attended the Mennonite Collegiate 
Institute in Gretna and graduated from high school in 1947. She had her heart set on teaching 
and that led her to begin a teaching career in the Gretna/Altona area. Susan felt that she should 
continue her education, so she moved to Winnipeg after a few years and obtained her Bachelor 
of Arts degree. Susan enjoyed those learning years at the University. She continued her teaching 
career and attended evening classes in order to obtain her Bachelor of Education degree. Both 
Luxton School and Laura Secord School gave her much enjoyment as she often commented that 
the Grade 5 classes were never boring. During her time in Winnipeg, she and her friend, Anne 
Thiessen shared a home for many years. Susan and Anne often entertained, and they opened their 
home to many friends and relatives passing through the Winnipeg area. Susan involved herself 
in activities such as the handbell choir, church events, singing in choirs, retreats, dinner activities 
with friends, MVI alumni, MB Teachers’ Society events, her bowling league and volunteering at 
the MVV Thrift Store and Ten Thousand Villages. These were some of the organized events that 
kept her social calendar full. She loved to assist in organizing family gatherings as she truly 
enjoyed spending time with her siblings and her nieces and nephews. Her church life was very 
important to her. She was baptized upon the confession of her faith in the Sommerfelder Church. 
She became a member in the Blumenort Mennonite Church next door to her parental village 
home. Later, while living in Winnipeg, she asked to become a member of the Sargent Avenue 
Mennonite Church which she attended faithfully. In her written testimonial dated April 10, 1973, 
she wrote, “My life has been such an ordinary life. When I think of what Christ has done for me in 
spite of my failings and shortcomings, I cannot help but be grateful for a Saviour who sought me 
and would not let me go until I committed my life to Him.” She returned to attend the Blumenort 
Mennonite Church at Rosetown when she moved back to Winkler. Travelling was a great passion 
for Susan. She often commented, “It was still the best way to learn about another culture, people 
and geography.” She travelled to Europe, Africa, the Middle east, the Orient, Mexico and she 
toured Canada from coast to coast. Northern Manitoba and the Northwest Territories were still on 
her wish list. Susan loved her family and was close to many. She assisted in many ways, and she 
prayed for every one of her family and could name them all by name. She had a gift for making 
new members in the family feel welcome and she demonstrated genuine interest in some of her 
younger great great nieces and nephews who has the opportunity to share a relationship with 
her. These newer family additions were very important to her and she welcomed them into the 
Hildebrandt family by sending cards signed in her beautiful cursive writing. We will miss her and 
we are looking forward to that Great Reunion.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Roseisle Backhoe Service Ltd. is seeking a full time 
heavy diesel mechanic, for an excavating and 

trucking company. Pay is negotiable depending on 
qualifications and experience. Welding experience 

is an asset. Class 1 drivers license and or the 
ability to operate heavy equipment will also be 

considered an asset.
Call or text Jason Klassen at 204-750-0172

or email: jasonklassen.rbs@gmail.com

FULL TIME HEAVY DIESEL MECHANIC

EMPLOYMENT

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Chaps
  5. Currently fashionable
  9. Collision
 11. More slim
 13. European city
 15. Implicitly
 16. The side of something that 

is sheltered from the wind
 17. The Mount Rushmore 

State
 19. Gold or silver wire cord
 21. Muscles along insects’ 

diaphragm
 22. Trent Reznor’s band
 23. Sweet juicy gritty-textured 

fruit
 25. Broken branch
 26. Indicates ten
 27. Expression of annoyance
 29. Brings together
 31. Ancient city in Thrace
 33. Sailors’ spirit
 34. Looked into
 36. Muckraking woman 

journalist Rheta
 38. A type of cast

 39. One’s responsibility
 41. Where golfers begin
 43. Make a mistake
 44. Semitic Sun god
 46. Ancient Italian-Greek 

colony
 48. Beheaded
 52. A place to stay
 53. Unwise
 54. Most supernatural
 56. “Dennis” is a famous one
 57. Ointments
 58. Exam
 59. Leaked blood
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Baseball managers 

assemble it
  2. Revised
  3. Mountain is a popular kind
  4. Takes to civil court
  5. Pouches
  6. A type of veil
  7. Chants
  8. Boston hoopster
  9. Elongated appendage
 10. Sailboat
 11. 2017 Oscar-winning fi lm

 12. Actor Gosling
 14. Monetary units
 15. Assembly
 18. Russian pop duo
 20. Embellished with 

expressions
 24. Infrequent
 26. Temperature unit
 28. Hydrophilic amino acid
 30. Honk
 32. Legislative body
 34. Swinish
 35. Russian assembly
 37. Take over for
 38. Put in advance
 40. Satisfy
 42. Felt
 43. Dutch cheese
 45. Witnesses
 47. Strong insects
 49. Gasteyer and de Armas 

are two
 50. Ancient people of Scotland
 51. Cheerless
 55. Sick

Cr
os

sw
or

d 
An

sw
er

BOOK BOOK 
YOUR YOUR 

ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Please 
support our 
advertisers
SHOP 
LOCAL
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 By Ty Dilello 

The Pembina Valley Twisters found 
themselves on the losing side of things 
with four losses last week. Despite the 
losses, the Twisters are fi rmly in sec-
ond place in the MMJHL standings 
with a record of 27-13-3.

On Feb. 28, the Twisters blasted the 
St. Vital Jr. Victorias by a 7-4 scoreline. 
Merek Degraeve led the way with a 
hat trick, while Derek Wiebe had two 
goals. Zander Carels and Max Collett 
had the other goals for Pembina Val-
ley, while Logan Enns had 24 saves in 
net for the win. 

The following night on Feb. 29, the 
Twisters fell 2-1 in a shootout to the 
Stonewall Jets. Cody Clark had the 
lone goal for Pembina Valley, while 
Owen LaRocque made 42 saves in the 
loss.

On March 2, the Twisters lost 3-2 
at home to the St. Vital Jr. Victorias. 
Slade Sotheran and Riley Goertzen 

had the goals for Pembina Valley, 
while Logan Enns stopped 22 shots in 
goal for the loss. 

The next night on March 3, the Twist-
ers fell 4-2 to the Charleswood Hawks. 
Mike Heppner and Alex VanDeynze 
had the lone goals for Pembina Valley, 
while Owen LaRocque made 20 saves 
in net in a losing eff ort.  

“Just the mental aspect of these re-
cent games has been tough,” said 
Twisters’ head coach Braeden Beer-
naerts. “We’ve been clinched in the 
playoff s for a while, and locked in 
second place, unable to catch fi rst or 
be caught by anyone else. Each team 
we’ve played has been battling to 
make the playoff s, and fi ghting for 
playoff  positioning, so it can be hard 
to fi nd that same vibe this time of year 
when we have nothing to lose or gain 
right now.”

Twisters’ sniper Derek Wiebe is cur-
rently seventh in the MMJHL’s scor-
ing race with 67 points in 43 games, 

PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER/VOICE
Pembina Valley goaltender Owen LaRocque made 42 saves in the shootout loss to 

the Stonewall Jets last Thursday.

The Twisters’ Cody Clark scored Pembina Valley’s lone goal in the loss.

Twisters dropped four games in MMJHL action 

PHOTO BY LANA MEIER/VOICE
The Morden Vigier team battled right to the end at the Hockey Manitoba 

Under 11 Rural A2 Provincial championships in Stonewall this past weekend. 

Morden lost 3-2 against the Warren Mercurys in overtime to win the silver 

medals. In round-robin play Morden Vigier defeated Mitchell 5-4 and MacDonald 

2-0 before facing off  and beating Winkler 4-3 in the semi-fi nals. Pictured 

in no specifi c order: coaches Natalie Vigier, Kurt Pazmandy, Corey Hiebert, 

Travis Penner; players Mason Kervel, Oakland Penner, Hartley Hutton, August 

Gerbrandt, Xavier Bitton, Harrison Hiebert, Leah Pazmandy, Rowan Major, 

Kaleb Meekis, Nathan Breiter, Kole Schoonbaert, Bailey Leite, and goaltender 

Conor Gavigan.

Provincial finalists
while Merek Degraeve is in eighth 
with 64 points in 44 games. LaRocque 
is currently fi rst in the goalie rankings 
as he boasts a 2.26 goals-against aver-
age and a .928 save percentage, while 
Logan Enns is in fi fth with a 2.93 
goals-against average and .914 save 
percentage.  

The Twisters close out their regular 
season with a home game on March 
5 against the Fort Garry/Fort Rouge 
Twins. The puck drops at 8:00 p.m.   

“All we can do is make sure we 
are playing the right game, staying 
healthy, and building good playoff  
tendencies,” said Beernaerts. “Our 
play has been good these last two 
games, and we’ve felt that the scores 
don’t refl ect the games at all as we 
are playing a good game. But we just 
couldn’t get a bounce our way. Once 
playoff s hit, we should be fi ring on 
all cylinders, so it’ll be exciting to see 
where this group can take us.”

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Servings: 8-10

1 egg 

Servings: 12

Classic Apple
 Lattice Tart

-

-

-

Dear Money Lady Readers,  

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author, 
Finance Writer, National Radio Host,
and now on CTV Morning Live, and
CTV News @6 syndicated across Can-
ada.  Send your questions through her 
website at askthemoneylady.ca

Christine Ibbotson

Ask the money lady

-

Apple and Date 
Muffins

Stilton Cheese Pizza

-
-

-
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