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YFC Station officially 
opens to rave reviews
By Lori Penner

All their hard work has paid off , and 
last week the staff  and board of YFC 
Altona-Youth Unlimited were fi nally 
able to show off  their new drop-in 
centre: The Station.

A crowd of community members, 
board members and dignitaries gath-
ered for a tour of the facility at their 
grand opening on March 24.

The project began nearly two years 
ago, when YFC partnered with Fri-
esens Corporation after they were 
off ered the space at the former box 
plant building at the corner of 6th St. 
SE and 2nd Ave. SE.

Their old location just south of the 
fi re hall on 1st SW had served them 
well, but at roughly 1,500 sq. ft. they 
were bursting at the seams, and there 
was no space left for all the learning 
opportunities they wanted to off er lo-
cal youth.

The new space boasts over 7,600 
square feet for a larger meeting area, 

kitchen and coff ee bar, and YFC’s 
Maker Space, a creative outlet for 
teens to learn valuable skills, possi-
bly leading to job opportunities. The 
Maker Space program gives teens 
the opportunity to develop and prac-
tice skills such as wood working, 3D 
design, digital arts, music, program-
ming and much more.

Borderland MLA Josh Guenther said 
it’s incredible to see all the work, ef-
fort, and loving care that has gone 
into developing the facility. 

He praised executive director Sheri-
dan Sawatzky and program director 
Marty Falk for their determination 
and hard work in bringing all the 
pieces together. 

“This truly is a gem within the com-
munity. It’s a place of belonging and 
learning. A welcoming spot for local 
youth.”

YFC also recently added outreach 
director Kendra Fehr to their Altona 
team.

Prior to offi  cially cutting the ribbon, 

Sawatzky said, “This is a big day. 
We’ve been open to the teens since 
May of last year, but this feels like ev-
erything is culminating at this point, 
and we’ll actually be open to the teens 
in any capacity that we can.”

He highlighted the various organi-
zations that played a key role in get-
ting them to this point, including Fri-
esens Corporation. 

“Having them partner with us really 
helped us make this a reality. When 
we started fundraising for this build-
ing, the community really got behind 
it, and we raised over half a million 
dollars in just 7 months. That made 
this place what it is today.”

Sawatzky went on to thank the 
Town of Altona. 

“YFC started in Altona about 25 
years ago, and it would not have 
grown the way it has without their 
support. We’ve lived rent free and 

utility free for 25 years. That obvious-
ly played a huge role, and it became 
home to so many teens over the years. 
And it’s our hope that this place be-
comes home to many more.”

When they pitched the idea to the 
YFC board, Sawatzky wrote “Dream 
Big” on the subject line and $500,000 
as the budget. 

“And I wasn’t shunned. The board 
really got behind the idea. It’s so en-
couraging to operate on a larger scale 
than we ever could before.”

Odia Reimer of Friesens Corpora-
tion said the company is excited to be 
part of the project. 

“We believe that YFC is doing im-
portant work here in Altona and we 
are proud to support your eff orts.”

Altona Mayor Harv Schroeder said 
the new facility is far from the Altona 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
YFC Altona - Youth Unlimited staff ers Sheridan Sawatzky, Kendra Fehr, and 

Marty Falk cut the ribbon on their new space, which includes plenty of room for 

programming. Below: A tour of the music room.

Continued on page 12
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SPRING FEVER!!

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

NEW DRYSHOD

20% OFF

NEW
HIGH VISIBILITY 

SHIRTS!!!
GREAT DEALS!

MUCK BOOTS

20% OFF

NEW ROCKY HIS & HERS

25% OFF
CSA KEEN  FLINT 

25% OFF

NEW CIRCADIA
HIS & HERS

25% OFF

HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

Nicole Enns takes on Harvest Festival director mantle
By Ashleigh Viveiros

August may seem like a long ways 
off , but the ball is already rolling on 
planning for the 2023 Winkler Har-
vest Festival.

The Aug. 11-13 community celebra-
tion has a new person leading the 
charge: Winkler community events 
coordinator Nicole Enns has stepped 
into the shoes left behind by Kathy 
Bueckert, who headed up the 2022 
edition of the festival.

“Kathy was just a one-year term 
because there wasn’t an event coor-
dinator in place” when planning for 
the fi rst festival post-pandemic began 
early last year, Enns explains. 

Enns started in that position last 
summer and was able to shadow 
Bueckert in the weeks leading up to 
the festival and, of course, festival 
weekend itself.

“It was really good to be able to 
work beside her and see the goings 
on of the festival. I learned a lot,” she 
says.

Now she’s heading up an organiz-
ing committee that includes plenty 
of veterans who have been involved 
in pulling off  their respective festival 
events for years.

“We’ve had one meeting so far, and 
we have another one coming up [this] 
week,” Enns says, noting the expe-
rience on the committee certainly 
helps organiz-
ing go much 
more smooth-
ly. “They’re all 
bringing great 
ideas to the ta-
ble.”

It’s too ear-
ly for any big 
a n n o u n c e -
m e n t s — t h e 
h e a d l i n e r 
names will 
be released in 
April—but Enns stresses all the old 
festival favourites will return, with 
a few new things on the schedule as 
well.

“There’s going to be some new 
things happening for kids,” she says, 
though she’s mum for now on what 
those are.

There will also be beer gardens this 
year—an off ering that’s defi nitely 
new for Winkler but something festi-
val organizers have fi elded requests 
about for years.

“We were hearing from a lot of the 

Nicole Enns

younger people, 20-somethings, that 
they would enjoy something like that, 
so we thought we would try it,” Enns 
says, noting they’re working out all 
the security aspects of off ering alco-
hol on-site.

Beyond new events, they’re always 
looking at ways to improve the festi-
val as a whole, Enns says. The petting 
zoo, for example, is moving back out-
side from the arena into its own tent 
closer to the kid’s area.

“The maintenance guys did not love 
it being inside,” Enns says, chuckling. 
“And it just felt like it was way off  
from everything else kid-related, so 
we’re moving that back.”

Enns is certainly no stranger to the 
Harvest Festival. Not only did she 
grow up attending it, but she’s fol-

lowing in the shoes of her father, Bob 
“Chomper” Giesbrecht, who served 
as festival director years ago.

“The festival was always some-
thing that I looked forward to every 
summer,” she says. “And I always 
thought that it was kind of cool that 
my dad was in charge of everything. 
Now that I’m in charge, it’s exciting 
and scary all in the same breath.

“It’s such a great event. It’s all about 
bringing the community together and 
celebrating.”

You can stay up-to-date on festival 
announcements by heading to vis-
itwinkler.ca/harvest-festival. That’s 
also the place to go if you’d like infor-
mation about sponsoring the festival 
or getting involved as a volunteer.

Province upgrades Red 
River flood risk to "major"
By Voice staff 

So much for Mother Nature giving 
us a break this year.

Snow in recent weeks means we are 
now expecting at least some level of 
fl ooding along the Red River.

The Manitoba Transportation and 
Infrastructure’s Hydrologic Forecast 
Centre released a March spring fl ood 
outlook last week that has a bit of a 
darker outlook than the one released 
in February.

It is now predicting a major risk of 
fl ooding on the Red River and a low 
to moderate risk of fl ooding in most 

Manitoba basins.
“At this time, the centre advises that 

due to recent precipitation events 
south of the border in the United 
States, the fl ood risk has increased to 
major on the Red River,” the province 
said in a news release. “The fl ood risk 
is low to moderate in the Interlake 
region along the Fisher and Icelandic 
rivers, and along the Assiniboine Riv-
er. The risk of spring fl ooding is gen-
erally low along several other rivers, 
including the Souris, Roseau, Rat and 
Pembina rivers.” 

Continued on page 4
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The healing power of music
By Lorne Stelmach

Joel Klassen is obviously a fi rm be-
liever in the transformative and heal-
ing power of music.

The Winkler resident who is now 
serving as the president of the Cana-
dian Association of Music Therapists 
sees every day how music therapy 
can help in a wide variety of situa-
tions to promote health, well-being, 
and quality of life.

“Every day in my work, I work 
with people who can’t tell me their 
fi rst name, but they can sing all the 
words to their favourite songs,” said 
Klassen, who was helping to promote 
and raise awareness of the fi eld with 
March serving as Music Therapy 
Awareness Month.

“It’s used in a wide range of settings 
... my experience is in long term care 
and at Eden Mental Health Centre, 
but many therapists work in school 
settings or in intensive care in hospi-
tals or pediatric care or cancer wards 
and maternity wards.”

Klassen believes it is a fi eld that con-
tinues to gain more recognition, with 
about a thousand music therapists in 
Canada working in a variety of set-

tings.
Music therapy has been proven to be 

help people improve skills, decrease 
stress, and feel strengthened during 
a transition or crisis by alleviating 
physical symptoms, supporting cop-
ing and well-being,  and aiding peo-
ple in processing their spiritual and 
existential concerns. 

It often involves counselling cou-
pled with intentional listening to 
live and/or recorded music while 
discussing the personal relevance of 
song lyrics as well as more active en-
gagement in music experiences such 
as writing songs, singing or playing 
instruments.

Klassen traces his interest in the 
fi eld back to music being a big part of 
his family life as a child.

“I grew up in a very musical house-
hold,” he said, noting he learned not 
only to play a number of instruments 
but also sang in choirs. 

“After high school I started working 
in homes with adults with disabil-
ities,” he said. “I started to just real-
ize I love working with people, and I 
started bringing my guitar to that day 
program setting.”

He then learned about music thera-

py as a career and knew quickly that 
was what he wanted to be doing.

Today, about 80 per cent of his job is 
working in dementia care, travelling 
to work with residents in long-term 
care homes across the region. Music 
therapy is also a full-time position at 
the Eden Mental Health Centre; he 
started there in 2005.

“It’s the most consistently helpful 
intervention that many of the resi-
dents experience,” Klassen suggest-
ed. “Many of the people hardly come 
out of their rooms except for meals, 
but they’ll come out for music.

“Actually, a lot of my training was 
with people with autism, so I would 
be sitting at a piano ... the child would 
be sitting with a drum or a cymbal,” 
he recalled. “Maybe they’re non-ver-
bal or don’t have language in the nor-
mal way, but they’re banging on this 
drum, and I’m matching that at the 
piano.”

Klassen welcomes any opportunity 

to spread the word about his fi eld of 
work.

“Our lot in life as music therapists is 
to have kind of an elevator speech or 
a way of explaining what it is to peo-
ple, and even that isn’t all that easy to 
do,” he said. “It’s interesting to be in a 
profession where there’s that need to 
explain yourself a lot.

“Music is a part of being human, 
and music therapy works for people 
in the same way that music works on 
all of us.. The qualities of music, the 
rhythm and the emotion, they work 
on our human systems in very spe-
cifi c ways, and so a music therapist 
harnesses those qualities of music to 
facilitate the relationship.

“It’s really like any other therapy in 
the sense that you’re forming a rela-
tionship between two people, but it’s 
music that is the tool that’s facilitating 
that relationship.”

If  you are interested in learning 
more, head to musictherapy.ca.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Music therapist Joel Klassen loves bringing music into local personal care homes 

and health care centres.

“There is also a low risk of fl ood-
ing for most other Manitoba basins, 
including the Saskatchewan River, 
Whiteshell lakes area and northern 
Manitoba. With the exceptions of 
Dauphin Lake and Lake St. Mar-
tin, most Manitoba lakes, including 
Lake Winnipeg and Lake Manitoba, 
are projected to remain within op-
erating ranges after the spring run-
off .”

On the plus side, the Red River’s 
water levels are expected to remain 
below community and individual 
fl ood protection levels, the province 

said.
As always, weather conditions be-

tween now and spring melt could 
change the fl ooding forecast signifi -
cantly in the weeks ahead.

If we get average weather condi-
tions, we could be looking at fl ood 
levels akin to what was seen in 2019. 
If we see a lot of snow or rain in the 
next few weeks, it might be more 
like the fl ooding of 2020. 

Neither of those years saw water 
levels crest above the ring dikes pro-
tecting communities such as Morris. 
Nor did Hwy. 75 have to be closed.

>  FLOODING, FROM PG. 3



The Voice  Thursday, March 30, 2023    5   

23035mx0

23035gm3

CFDC to host 'Dig Deep' award gala April 15
By Voice staff 

The Canadian Fossil Discovery Cen-
tre will honour a scientist who spe-
cializes in the origin of mosasaurs at 
its Dig Deep dinner fundraiser next 
month.

CFDC has announced Dr. Michael 
Caldwell will receive the  third Dr. 

Elizabeth ‘Betsy’ Nicholls Award for 
Excellence in Palaeontology at the 
gala taking place in Morden April 15. 
Caldwell will also serve as the key-
note speaker.

“We are excited to have Dr. Michael 
Caldwell to come to Manitoba,” Ad-
olfo Cuetara, CFDC executive direc-
tor, said in announcing Caldwell’s 
win last week. “His research directly 
connects with the evolutionary origin 
of the marine reptiles we host in our 
collections, and it is the key to under-
stand the marine animals that ruled 
the Western Interior Seaway in what 
Manitoba is today, 83 million years 
ago.”

Caldwell is a vertebrate palaeontolo-
gist and evolutionary biologist with a 
discipline-specifi c focus on the evolu-
tionary history and interrelationships 
of snakes, lizards, and mosasaurs. He 
is currently a professor in the Depart-
ment of Biological Sciences and the 
chair of the Faculty of Science at the 
University of Alberta. 

In 2010, Caldwell co-authored a sci-
entifi c publication redescribing the 
mosasaur Hainosaurus pembinensis 
as Tylosaurus pembinensis, of which 
Morden’s “Bruce” fossil is the best-
known specimen.

Caldwell said in a statement that 
he’s deeply honoured to be recog-
nized by the CFDC for his work.

“I knew Betsy Nicholls very well, 

admired her very much as both a per-
son and a scientist, and am thrilled to 
receive this award, so aptly named 
in her honour,” he said. “My work 
on marine reptiles from around the 
world has included mosasaurs from 
Manitoba and a number of my grad-
uate students have worked in collec-
tions in Morden. 

“The Cretaceous marine reptiles 
of Manitoba are without doubt, key 
fossils in our understanding of these 
ancient animals and it is my pleasure 
to be invited to the gala and to accept 

this award.”
The gala is open to the public. Tick-

ets are $100 (a $50 charitable dona-
tion receipt will be provided) and 
are available at www.discoverfossils.
com, at the CFDC, or by calling 204-
822-3406.

The evening will include supper, the 
awards presentation, a rainbow auc-
tion featuring replicas of fossil spec-
imens, and the presentation of the 
plans to build a new facility for the 
CFDC. Funds raised go to the new fa-
cility project.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Dr. Michael Caldwell will receive the Dr. 

Elizabeth 'Betsy' Nicholls Award for 

Excellence in Palaeontology from the 

Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre April 

15

Winkler Family Resource Centre 
holding Quiz Night April 20
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Family Resource Cen-
tre is asking supporters to put on their 
thinking caps next month

The non-profi t celebrates the return 

of Quiz Night, one of its biggest fund-
raisers of the year, at the Winkler Em-
manuel Mennonite Church (750 15th 
St.) on Thursday, April 20 at 7 p.m.

Continued on page 7
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translates to investment. Playing it 
safe may seem like the most respon-
sible choice but you can pretty much 
guarantee that you will not exit the 
investment space signifi cantly ahead 
of where you started, and depending 
on the market, you may even end up 
behind. Riskier investments provide 
larger payoff s.

I’m thinking about these things be-
cause I am thinking about our region 
and our community investments. 
Lately it’s starting to feel a little like 
a regional poker table with Morden, 
Winkler, Altona, Carman, and Plum 
Coulee gathered around, cards held 
tight to chest, weighing one another’s 
choices.

I wonder sometimes who is who 
in the regional game of investment 
and odds. Who is betting big on the 
future? Who is playing it safe avoid-
ing risk at all costs? Which player is 
quietly counting cards in the back-
ground? Which player is the $20 over 
an hour player like me—the player all 
the other players disdain.

One player bets big on a huge and 
costly community centre. Will it pay 
off ? We will see. Another may be bet-
ting on building an indoor pool. Fool-
ish or visionary? Who can say? Still 
another is making enormous conces-

sions to commercial and industrial 
businesses, betting on a big win down 
the road in terms of increased and di-
versifi ed taxes that don’t saddle resi-
dents with 78 per cent of the burden. 

As a resident and taxpayer, I have 
fronted money to my player with a 
few hopes. 

I want to see gains. I don’t want to 
simply see my money stretched out 
over a long, safe period of time until 
it slowly vanishes in the winnings of 
my adjacent competitors. 

I expect risks to be taken on my be-
half. Risks that not only see wins in 
infrastructure and basic maintenance 
but pay off  big in the future with com-
mercial and industrial growth that 
leads to residential growth (and not 
the other way around). 

“I don’t want my city or province to 
gamble with my money!” I can hear 
a few people grumble, and I under-
stand you. Believe me, I do. 

Still, no one was ever heard saying 
“I sure am glad our city re-lined the 
sewers 10 years ago.” While that’s an 
absolute necessity everyone wants to 
see invested in, it’s not so much bet-
ting on the future as it is maintaining 
the present.

I 
am not a good gambler. 
Having been to Vegas nu-
merous times over the 
years for various and sun-
dry conferences, I, like so 

many others, could not resist 
the loud, bright, and busy ca-
sinos that cram nearly every 
square inch of space along 
“the strip.”

Now I say I am not a good gambler 
but what do I mean by that?

What I mean is that I’m the kind of 
guy that will wander the slot machine 
fl oor looking for a lost token or extra 
credits on an aban-
doned machine 
and play with that.

I’m the kind of 
guy that will nurse 
$20 for more than 
an hour playing 
Blackjack and walk 
away with noth-
ing. Ultimately, to 
make any gains 
while gambling 
you have to be willing to risk a decent 
amount of money playing the odds. I 
am not that guy.

This is partly because I go by the 
mantra “the odds are never in your 
favour.” I just fi nd it all too risky.

So a risk averse guy like me is nev-
er going to win big in Vegas. When 
you enter a place like Vegas with a 
set amount of money and proceed to 
operate on a risk averse basis I can 
almost guarantee that you will leave 
with nothing. Slowly but surely that 
money will dry up.

Now, a certain amount of this logic 
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By Peter 
Cantelon

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are unlikely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

Continued on page 7



The Voice  Thursday, March 30, 2023    7   

23035gm6

You're never too old to play

I 
think it must have been 
payday for a lot of people 
because the lineup at the 
bank was insanely long 
that afternoon. 

I hesitated at the door, debating 
whether to even bother, since all I 
needed to do was make a quick de-
posit.

I can do that online, I surmised, but 
then thought, “Oh well, I’m already 
here.”

I took my place 
at the back of the 
line, bracing for a 
lengthy stay. Enter-
tainment is limited 
at times like that, 
and even scroll-
ing my phone got 
old after a while. 
I made small talk 
with some of the 
people around me, but eventually 
stared blankly into space and won-
dered what to make for supper that 

night.
I waved at a lady I knew, but she was 

preoccupied with searching through 
her purse. Another visitor about 10 
people ahead of me needed a lengthy 
explanation about a cheque she was 
depositing. So, I commenced staring 
blankly, and planned an entire menu 
in my head.

On this day, all the tellers were open, 
so the line actually did move from 
time to time. Just enough to get our 
hopes up and keep the circulation go-
ing in our legs. There were those with 
a slight bounce in their step, freshly 
arrived cheque in hand.

Others didn’t look that happy.
So many bring their hopes and 

dreams to this place, taking out loans, 
starting up businesses, applying for 
mortgages, fi nancing vacations, pay-
ing bills, and discovering their ac-
count balance.

I was about six feet away from my 
turn when I noticed her, happily 
romping around inside the roped 
off  area that showed all of us in the 
queue where to stand.

By Lori 
Penner

• DON'T MIND THE MESS

No, the biggest winners, the ones 
veryone talks about, are those who 
bet on people like Eiff el and his 
ridiculous tower; or San Jose, Cal-
ifornia when it put nearly all its 
development eggs in the technolo-
gy basket long before anyone else 
thought it was a good idea. 

The biggest winners are tiny lit-

tle, unknown places like Las Vegas, 
founded 23 years after Morden, on 
110 acres of desert in the literal mid-
dle of nowhere, now the 25th most 
populous city in the United States 
and a global tourism mecca.

Is it worth the risk? Is the vision 
big enough? Time will tell. 

I’m guessing she was about four 
years old, with a tiny pixie face and 
a strawberry blond ponytail. She 
seemed blissfully unconcerned with 
the trivial things our minds were fo-
cused on. She had only one mission: 
to keep the balloon she had walked in 
with airborne. So she bounced it with 
her little hands, tapping it upwards 
ever-so-gently whenever it wafted 
down again.

We all exchanged knowing glances, 
bracing ourselves for the inevitable 
“bang” when it hit a sharp corner or 
a pen, and the tears that would likely 
follow. At one point, it fl oated out of 
her reach and into mine, so I lightly 
tapped it back in her direction. There 
was a millisecond of caution in her 

blue eyes, then a giant grin. After that, 
she began to play balloon volleyball 
with all of us in the lineup, tearing us 
from our grownup worries and turn-
ing us into excited children again.

The lady behind me must have been 
at least 80, but you would never have 
guessed by the way she giggled when 
the balloon came her way.

Then, just like that, the little girl’s ex-
pression became serious. She hugged 
the balloon and gravely announced, 
“Okay, I’m goin’ home now” and 
scampered off  behind her mother, 
whose banking was done.

Recess was over.
And I don’t think there was a single 

person in that lineup who didn’t wish 
they had a balloon in their pocket.

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

After the Teddy Bear Picnic, the 
trivia night is one of the organi-
zation’s best ways to raise both 
awareness and funds, says execu-
tive director Chantal Human.

“Our goal is $3,000,” she says, 
noting they have room for about 18 
teams.

The evening will pit participating 
teams against one another in sev-
eral rounds of trivia games encom-
passing a range of topics. It will be 
led by an experienced Quiz Master, 
Human notes.

“The questions cover a huge spec-
trum,” she says, stressing everyone 
is sure to have at least a few topics 
they’re well-versed in.

The winners will get bragging 

rights and a fun prize. They’re also 
working on having door prizes for 
everyone to have a crack at.

Registration is $200 for a table of 
four to eight players. Email win-
klerfrc@gmail.com or call 204-332-
9418 to sign-up. Deadline to regis-
ter is April 13.

Snacks and beverages will be pro-
vided free of charge.

All funds raised go to support the 
free early childhood education ses-
sions the WFRC off ers local fami-
lies.

“It all goes towards just more pro-
gramming,” Human says. “We al-
ways fi ll up really quick so we want 
to be able to off er more programs to 
the community.”

 >  QUIZ NIGHT, FROM PG. 5

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Okello joins Morden-Winkler nomination race
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A second candidate running for the 
Conservative Party of Canada nomi-
nation in Portage-Lisgar has changed 
their bid to focus on provincial poli-
tics instead.

Josh Okello announced last week 
he is leaving the federal nomination 
race to instead run for the Conserva-
tive Party of Manitoba nomination in 
Morden-Winkler.

The announcement comes on the 
heels of Morden’s Liz Reimer doing 
the same.

Okello says his decision to do so was 
infl uenced by the urging of support-
ers he’s connected with across the re-
gion in recent weeks.

“It reminds me of a Latin phrase, 
vox populi, vox dei: the voice of the 
people is the voice of God,” he says. 

“Almost everyone I’ve been talking to 
about my platform, what I stand for, 
what I would like to work on within 
the community, has been directing 
me to focus on provincial politics, be-
cause that way I stand a better chance 
of impacting our communities posi-
tively.”

Okello’s platform includes a passion 
for improving things like local infra-
structure, health care services, aff ord-
able housing accessibility, and immi-
gration programming—all things he 
feels he could perhaps focus better on 
as an MLA than an MP.

It’s also a good way for him to cut 
his teeth in the political sphere, he 
says. If elected, this will be Okello’s 
fi rst political offi  ce.

“Without a track record, it is real-
ly hard to make it at the federal lev-
el,” he says. “Having my feet right No date had been announced for ei-

ther nomination election. Only Con-
servative Party members will be able 
to cast a vote.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Josh Okello is now running for the 

Conservative nomination in Morden-

Winkler.

Changes Conservative bid from federal to provincial nomination

We want to hear from you. 
The Voice connects people 

through stories to build stronger communities.
Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 

recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? A 
teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown hero? A 
sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or expansion? 

A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?
Please share your story ideas at 

news@winklermordenvoice.ca or 204-332-3456

What’s                 story?  

here within the 
provincial level 
will give me that 
chance to prove 

myself not only to my community but 
to this country as a whole as to what 
I can off er.”

Okello immigrated to Canada from 
Kenya in 2009. He spent several years 
in Toronto before moving to Winker, 
where he lives today with his wife 
and two kids.

He works as a civil designer with 
Valley Fiber, teaches business at Red 
River College Polytechnic, and acts as 
an asset management consultant for 
local municipalities.

The Morden-Winkler nomination 
race currently includes Okello, Re-
imer, and Winklerite Carrie Hiebert. 
The winner of the nomination will 
represent the Conservatives in this 
fall’s provincial election.

Running for the Portage-Lisgar 
nomination, meanwhile, is Cameron 
Friesen, Lawrence Toet, Branden Les-
lie, Don Cruickshank, and Rejeanne 
Caron. The winner of that race will be 
the Tory candidate in the next federal 
election slated for the fall of 2025.

Alzheimer Society looking for 
new board members
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Alzheimer Society of Manitoba board of directors is 
looking for some new members.

Chair Ray Bisson explains they fi nd themselves with 
three empty seats at the board table thanks to two mem-
bers fi nishing their terms this spring and a third who had 
to step aside for personal reasons last year.

With their dementia-related educational and support 

programming being off ered across 
Manitoba, they're casting a wide net 
in their search.

“What we want to have on our 
board is a gender balance, we want 
to have inclusivity, and we want to 
have diversity,” Bisson says. “And we 
certainly want to have representation 
from the rural communities.

“We really want representation from 
various areas of expertise—some peo-
ple from business, from health care, 
some people with a fi nancial back-
ground,” he continues. “If you have 
any experience in policy governance, 
that’s also an asset.”

A personal connection to Alzhei-
mer’s disease or a related dementia 
can also be a powerful motivator for a 
potential board member, Bisson says, 
but it’s not a requirement, though an 
interest in giving back certainly is.

The successful candidate can be 
elected for a maximum of two consec-
utive three-year terms.

Bisson notes the board focuses its ef-
forts on big-picture planning for the 

Continued on page 10
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Access CU donates $50K to help 
rebuild Morden Golf clubhouse
By Lorne Stelmach

The new clubhouse project of the 
Minnewasta Golf and Country Club 
got a big fi nancial boost last week 
from Access Credit Union.

The $50,000 donation last Thursday 
was welcomed by head pro and gen-
eral manager Greg Hesom.

“This is huge for Minnewasta ... 
we’ve had such fantastic community 
and business support from the area,” 
he said. “We’re really looking forward 
to being able to put 
those investments into 
the clubhouse.”

Regional branch man-
ager Candace Collins 
said Access Credit 
Union was happy to 
support the project. 

“Access is wanting to 
be part of the commu-
nities that we’re in, and 
we think it’s an import-
ant project. We’re happy 
to donate and just be part of our local 
community.”

The donation helps move Minne-
wasta Golf and Country Club another 
step closer to getting started on the 
new clubhouse.

Minnewasta is working from a fund-
ing base of about $3 million through 
insurance coverage following the fi re 
that destroyed the building in late 
2021.

It had applied for funding through 
a provincial sports, arts and culture 
program with the hope of possibly se-
curing $800,000 to get them to a goal 

of $5 million. Not landing that fund-
ing is a setback, but Hesom said it 
won’t derail things.

“At the moment, we’re just regroup-
ing, seeing how that aff ects the project 
but still really trying to get a shovel 
into the ground here in spring.”

Hesom estimated their fundrais-
ing has now reached the $1.5 million 
mark.

“The fundraising has been humbling 
and amazing from the community 
... without that money, we wouldn’t 

stand a chance of 
going forward in the 
path we’re trying to 
go,” he said.

“What we’re look-
ing at now is trying to 
keep the footprint the 
same and obviously 
changing some of the 
structure ... we’re ex-
ploring our options,” 
said Hesom. “If we 
can target up to $1.8 

million [for fundraising], I think that 
would be a really good return ... we 
just have to fi gure out what the fi nal 
budget’s going to be”

Minnewasta has been working with 
LM Architectural Group of Winnipeg 
on the design for the building. It will 
be built by Triple E Developments.

The new facility will include a 
restaurant, banquet room, and patio. 
Santa Lucia Pizza in the meantime 
will continue to manage the food and 
beverage services out of the snack 
shack.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
From left: Minnewasta Golf and Country Club pro Greg Hesom with Access Credit 

Union's Candace Collins and Rich Harries as the fi nancial institution presented a 

$50,000 donation towards the clubhouse rebuilding project.

“THE FUNDRAISING 

HAS BEEN HUMBLING 

AND AMAZING FROM 

THE COMMUNITY.”



10   The Voice  Thursday, March 30, 2023

230356C0

Soil management assoc. holds annual meeting
By Lorne Stelmach

The benefi t and value of shelter-
belts was highlighted as a key part of 
the valuable work of the Stanley Soil 
Management Association at its annu-
al meeting last week.

It continues to be a main emphasis 
for the organization along with tree 
sales, technician Richard Warkentin 
noted as the association met March 22 
at the Pembina Threshermen’s Muse-
um.

The past year was again a busy one 
for both planting and sales, Warken-
tin shared. 

“We planted about 15 miles of trees, 
and there’s 8,728 trees that we planted 
over the 15 miles,” he said. “And we 
do planting all over the place really, 
anywhere from Killarney to Arnaud, 
which was another project we had, 
which isn’t in the district, but we do 
some custom work for people.”

The association had a record year for 
tree sales especially.

“Last year actually was probably 
our biggest year where we actually 
sold over 24,000 trees to about 60 dif-
ferent customers throughout the re-
gion,” Warkentine said. 

“One of our biggest customers is 
Kroeker Farms,” he noted. “Kroeker 

Farms alone probably would plant 
about seven or eight miles every year, 
so they ordered I would say about 
5,000 trees from us. They’re a good ex-
ample of sustainable farming. I think 
most of their farming is probably or-
ganic by now.”

There are many benefi ts to shelter-
belts including serving as a wind 
break, aiding soil conservation, off er-
ing shelter for farmyards, and even 

Stanley Soil Management Association Stanley Soil Management Association 

staff  at work planting shelterbelt trees.staff  at work planting shelterbelt trees.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO SUPPLIED PHOTO

agency, creating policies  that are 
enacted by the chief executive offi  -
cer and her staff . The society has an 
annual operating budget of approx-
imately $3 million and a client base 
of 6,000.

The board meets six times a year 
in Winnipeg. Prior to the pandemic, 
board members would have to trav-
el to the city to attend, but in the last 
few years remote attendance has be-
come the norm as needed.

“So distance is not a barrier any-
more, and it opens the door to have 
people from really anywhere in the 

province, which is exciting,” says 
Bisson, who is himself from Roseau 
River.

That rural perspective is import-
ant, he stresses, since the society’s 
client base extends well beyond 
Winnipeg. There are regional ser-
vice offi  ces located in the Interlake/
Eastern, North Central,  Parkland, 
South Central, South Eastman, and 
Westman regions of the province. 

The deadline to apply is April 21. 
You can do so online at alzheimer.
mb.ca.

mitigation of airborne contaminants. 
There can be indirect benefi ts as 

well, such as water quality enhance-
ment and aiding ground water re-
charge. Shelterbelts have also been 
shown to have agricultural benefi ts, 
Warkentine stresssed, with one study 
estimating a corn crop increased by 12 
per cent due to nearby trees.

Warkentin observed it is encourag-
ing to see more businesses, growers, 
and even individuals recognizing all 
these benefi ts.

“People might say we see all these 
trees being taken down, but there’s 
also trees being planted all the time.

"I would say particularly this area, 
the RM of Stanley particularly, is good 
for planting trees,” he added,  noting 
the municipality has off ered a rebate 
for producers who plant trees.

The association also off ers a num-
ber of other programs and services 
ranging from woodlot resource man-
agement plans to abandoned well 
sealing, which is done in partnership 
with the Pembina Valley Watershed 

District.
They also continue monitoring for 

diff use knapweed, a noxious weed 
that has long been only found in a 
small area west of Stanley Park. 

“It’s contained ... it is very close to 
eradication," Warkentine said. "We 
spend a bit of time monitoring and 
looking for the weed. We did spray 
last year. If you miss a weed or two, 
you can have 20,000 seeds happening 
quite quickly.”

The annual meeting also heard an 
update on the projects of the Pembina 
Valley Watershed District Project, in-
cluding new opportunities for fund-
ing. 

Liz Karpinchick of Tone Ag Consult-
ing presented on using organic farm 
practices in a conventional program

“She does a fair bit of consulting 
in the area for local farmers,” noted 
Warkentin.

You can keep up to date on the pro-
grams and activities of the Stanley Soil 
Management Association through its 
Facebook page.

 >  ALZHEIMER SOCIETY, FROM PG. 8
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Training for every “What If”
By Lori Penner

 It’s a breezy, sunny day. 
All seems right with the world as 

a semi-trailer pulling a tanker load-
ed with anhydrous ammonia heads 
north down the highway. 

Suddenly, a landscaper driving a 
dump truck turns into the semi’s 
path, side-swiping the tanker and 
sending it skidding and overturning 
in the ditch. The driver is trapped in 
the cab.

Meanwhile, the dump truck spins to 
a rest on the shoulder of the highway, 
with the driver still in the mangled 
cab.

A local resident calls 911, as a cloud 
of greenish white smoke quickly 
builds in the sky above. 

Emergency personnel arrive at the 
scene and the fi re department con-
fi rms that the big cloud is anhydrous 
ammonia—a deadly gas. EMS crews 
cannot access the 
wrecks due to lack 
of appropriate PPE, 
and residents in the 
nearby community are 
ordered to shelter in 
place, to avoid poison-
ing.

This was the simulat-
ed scenario facing 32 
participants from mu-
nicipalities across the 
region during a one-
day training session in 
Altona on March 17. 

The exercise was in-
tended to teach them how to eff ec-
tively run an emergency operations 
centre (EOC).

Tables were set up at the Millennium 
Exhibition Centre (MEC) for the two 
teams to analyze the situation and 
make decisions in the operations cen-
tre, and in a simulation room.

Each participant was appointed 
with a diff erent role, and teams were 
given radios, telephones, and diffi  cult 
situations. They had to make quick 
decisions, imagining all the lives that 
were at risk. Changes in the situation 
were reported to them every few min-
utes, and the teams had to respond 
accordingly.

They were also trained in how to 
communicate eff ectively with the 
public and the media, to provide im-
portant information without inciting 
panic.

The training day began with a morn-
ing of theory followed by the simula-
tion in the afternoon, all facilitated by 
Shelley Napier, executive director for 
the Manitoba Association of Emer-
gency Coordinators (MAMEC). The 
association represents over 90 munic-
ipalities and off ers training programs 
and equipment and conferences.

“We were thrilled with the opportu-
nity to come to Altona to do the teach-
ing here. What a beautiful facility and 
beautiful community,” Napier said.

Under legislation, every community 
in Manitoba must have an emergency 
operations centre and an emergency 
program in place.

“This requires them to have a plan, 
train, and exercise,” Napier ex-

plained. “The hope 
is that the knowledge 
they gain from this 
training can be taken 
back to their com-
munities, to make 
sure their residents 
are kept safer, their 
councils are more in-
formed and involved, 
and they’re meeting a 
standard and require-
ment as well.”

Along with emer-
gency coordinators, 

participants included members of 
community public works teams, chief 
administrative offi  cers, fi refi ghters, 
and police offi  cers, representing 14 
municipalities.

Each of these community roles, Na-
pier said, are important components 
to eff ectively working through a local 
emergency situation.

It takes a team, she said, compar-
ing each role to a diff erent piece of a 
puzzle.

“They have to be identifi ed. They 
have to be trained. And they have to 
have a place to work. And that’s the 
emergency operation centre. That’s 
the place where direction fl ows. And 

it fl ows because we work very close-
ly with council or any council in an 
emergency. 

“Having this room open allows us to 
support the emergency site, whether 
it needs resources: human resources, 
material resources, physical resourc-
es, whether they are looking for deci-
sion making, which we can get from 
council. But in order to do that, we 
have to teach that process, because 
this is a function of any emergency 
program.”

MAMEC training off ers a wide va-
riety of scenarios, to prepare for any 
“What if?” a community or munici-
pality could face.

Napier considered the Altona exer-
cise a big success. 

“I think we certainly gave every-
one involved a sense of how to func-
tion eff ectively during an emergency 
event. How to stay focused and keep 
your wits about you and know who 
to reach out to at the right time. This 
is about saving lives, and this training 
has proven itself, again and again.”

Former chief of police Perry Batch-
elor is the municipal emergency co-
ordinator for the Town of Altona and 
represented the police in the scenario. 
This is his fourth course with MAM-
EC. 

“It keeps you sharp,” he noted. 

“There’s always new stuff  that comes 
up and some new ideas and best prac-
tices, so it’s great networking.”

As an agricultural community, 
Batchelor says an emergency situa-
tion such as the one they enacted is 
very possible in Altona. 

“There are lots of ag chemicals being 
transported on our roads.”

He said in this scenario, every as-
pect of their training would come 
into play, and when minutes count, 
it’s vital that each person at that table 
knows what to do. 

“A situation constantly changes, and 
all those inputs, questions, and con-
cerns need to be addressed quickly. 
That’s the benefi t of exercises like this. 
It’s valuable to have them. It’s one of 
those things you train for, prepar-
ing for the worst and hoping for the 
best. You prepare for the worst-case 
scenario and hope that it is managed 
quickly and without loss of life.”

Batchelor says he knows every par-
ticipant in the exercise walked away 
with important, life-saving knowl-
edge. 

“We really appreciate Shelley’s ex-
pertise and experience. It was a suc-
cessful event, and vital for everyone 
involved.”

Another training event in Altona is 
in the works for this October.

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Participants from 14 municipalities participated in an emergency training exercise 

through MAMEC. The emergency operations centre (EOC), emulated here, plays a 

central role during any catastrophe.

"THE HOPE IS THAT 

THE KNOWLEDGE 

THEY GAIN FROM THIS 

TRAINING CAN BE 

TAKEN BACK TO THEIR 

COMMUNITIES ..."
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Inflation a big influence on 
Rhineland budget planning
By Lori Penner

The Municipality of Rhineland has 
approved this year’s budget, with 
$16.52 million in expenditures.  

Finance committee chair Jake Hep-
pner says this includes the $5.1 mil-
lion they received through Disaster 
Financial Assistance (DFA) to cover 
last spring’s fl ood damage.

Heppner notes that infl ation defi -
nitely played a big role in their fi nan-
cial planning for 2023-2024.

“It was a huge factor in putting to-
gether our budget this year. When we 
started our process, we were using 
8.1 per cent as infl ationary factors, so 
when you use a number like that you 
can see how that impacts everything 
that you buy.

“We have equipment costs and up-
grades, fuel prices, and wage increas-
es to contend with,” Heppner says. 
“About 52 percent of our budget is 
transportation. So, under that, we’re 
projecting an increase of $30,000 in 
fuel costs alone, and you also have 
to consider the all-around increase in 
costs of keeping our roads and drain-
age in shape. So what we’ve put into 
reserves, we can already see is going 
to fall short.”

He adds that a $243,000 increase in 
basket funding from the province will 
off set some of the eff ects of infl ation 
and help reduce the rate charged to 
ratepayers. 

Assessment values increased 10.83 
per cent in the municipality, totaling 
$662,026,060. As a result, the mill rate 
applied to property tax calculations 
went down from 8.761 to 8.361. The 

combination of increased assessment 
and lower mill rate still translated 
into tax increases, for the most part, 
across Rhineland. 

For residential tax, a property as-
sessed at $215,000 will add an extra 
$40 to rural tax bills, $17 in Rosenfeld, 
and $165 in Plum Coulee.

For farm tax, a rural property as-
sessed at $600,000 will see a tax in-
crease of $66, and properties assessed 
at $450,000 in Rosenfeld and Plum 
Coulee will see increases of $52 and 
$499, respectively.

The exception is the L.U.D. of Gret-
na, where taxes for residential and 
commercial are decreasing 12.4 per 
cent as the result of a new special ser-
vice levy taking eff ect. 

“It’s good news for Gretna, and 
maybe it will help to attract some 
more activity there,” says Rhineland 
Reeve Don Wiebe.

Council has set aside $9.3 million for 
capital projects through the coming 
year. That includes the completion 
of Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the Priority 
Grain Roads project, for the lift sta-
tion and public works/fi re hall reno-
vation in Plum Coulee, and the ongo-
ing soap stock removal at the Altona/
Rhineland Landfi ll.

About $1.7 million will go towards 
completing the grain tile on 31 roads 
in the municipality.

Proposed borrowing for this year 
includes $250,000 for an intersection 
upgrade at the Ag Park, as well as $1 
million for the park’s low pressure 
sewer system. The municipality will 
also be borrowing $195,000 for the 
public works shop and fi re hall proj-

ect in Plum Coulee.
“We got the tender for the addition 

to the fi re hall. It’s falling within our 
budget guidelines and it’s going to go 
forward with as much energy as we 
can push it,” says Wiebe. “That proj-
ect has been on the shelf for too long, 
so this is very good news.”

Council has also earmarked $177,000 
for equipment purchases, including a 
water truck and an ATV.

The granting process is always a part 
of planning the annual budget for the 
municipality. For this year, public 
health and welfare grants have in-
creased by 44 per cent, which includes 
$200,000 support to the Boundary 
Trails Health Centre expansion and a 
one-time grant of $200,000 to the Kid-
die Sunshine Centre’s new daycare 
facility project.

“We often have this debate at coun-

cil: what’s our municipal responsi-
bility and what’s our responsibility 
to other organizations?” Wiebe says. 
“They come to us, making a case for 
redeeming qualities and how this 
project will benefi t the community, 
and funding from other government 
sources tends to be a bit skimpy. 

“Obviously, the big one here is child-
care. How that’s going to be what we 
need for economic development, be-
cause some people can’t take a job 
here because they can’t fi nd spaces 
for their kids. So, all that is connected, 
and we feel the obligation to help out. 

“As long as we can help out for min-
imal amounts of money, then we are 
okay with it. But it’s always a bit of a 
tension. We have to be mindful of our 
municipal mandates versus provin-
cial mandates, such as health care.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Municipality of Rhineland fi nance committee chair Jake Heppner and Reeve Don 

Wiebe revealed the details of the 2023/24 budget last week.                                                 

drop-in centre he attended as a teen. 
The previous building was once the 
local police station. 

“I was part of the original board 
that brought YFC to Altona with 
Jim Harms of Steinbach YFC. Over 
the years, the town has continued 
to support YFC. Today’s staff  and 
board have worked tirelessly, and 
you can see that. I wish you success 

in this great new place, and thanks 
for creating a positive and safe place 
for the young people in our commu-
nity.”

“Everything we set out to do has 
been led by God,” said Falk. “Wheth-
er it was the fundraiser for a new 
van, or our BBQ trailer, or this, God 
has put people in our path that have 
been able to facilitate everything that 

we needed. And just look at what 
people have helped us achieve.

“This isn’t just a job to us; this is a 
mission fi eld. And the teens of our 
community are our mission. To be 
able to use this facility to build those 
relationships and walk alongside 
them and interject God into their 
lives, it’s made it so much easier with 
a place like this. It’s a great feeling to 

be where we are today.
“We appreciate everything the 

community has given us. It’s fantas-
tic. God has let us be the stewards of 
this place while we’re here. God has 
led the way and we will continue fol-
lowing.”

 >  YFC ALTONA, FROM PG. 2
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100-year-old shares her school day memories
By Lori Penner

“Just look at them. Aren’t they so great?” said Sara 
Krueger, looking out at the crowd of six-year-olds. 

Last week, Krueger was a special guest for this very 
curious group of Grade 1 students at École Elmwood 
School. 

Having just turned 100 on March 16, they were ea-
ger to ask her some questions about what school was 
like when she was a little girl, and what it was like to 
be a century old.

Still spry, the Altona centenarian still drives a car 
and does yard work at her former farmyard east of 
town.

Her memories of growing up in the Kleinstadt 
School District are as sharp as ever.

“They didn’t call it Grade 1 when I went to school,” 
she told her little listeners. “They called it Beginners 
Class.” 

She recalled that there were about 50 students in 
the school, from kindergarten to Grade 8, all taught 
by one teacher.

“When we came in from the last recess, we were 
supposed to put our heads down on our desks and 
have a nap. Now would you be able to fall asleep just 
like that, right after you played outside? We were far 
too full of exercise to think about falling asleep.”

It was suggested that maybe the teacher needed a 
nap, to which Krueger chuckled.

She went on to explain that if they didn’t obey the 
teacher, or talked in class, they had to stand in the 
corner, with their nose pressed against the wall. “All 
the kids were watching us.”

“Did you ever have to stand in the corner,” they 
asked.

“Sorry to say, yes,” Krueger sheepishly replied to a 
round of laughter.

The home she grew up in was attached to a barn, 
and had three rooms on the main fl oor, and three up-
stairs. She was the youngest of six children, with fi ve 
older brothers. 

“I used to just wish and pray that God would give 
me a sister,” she said. “And then one day He did, 
when my brother got married.”

As a child without a TV or video games, what did 
she do all day, the kids wanted to know.

“I had a doll and a carriage, and I had a cradle. But 
I had no sister to play with, so I treated my dogs 
and cats like my dolls. I dressed them with my doll 
clothes. But that didn’t always work out very well.”

What kind of food did she eat, was the next ques-
tion.

“We had vegetables from the garden in the sum-
mertime. And we only had dessert on Sundays. And 
we would make our own ice cream. Sometimes we 
would go to town and get a cone, which only cost 
fi ve cents. Oh, that tasted good.”

Krueger recalled the simple Christmas treats they 
received, always saving one or two candies so they 
could brag about them in school.

She wasn’t much of a reader until she fi nished 
school, she told them. 

“The teacher had so many classes and taught every 
subject, so sometimes we didn’t fi nish, and we had 
to do the rest of the work at home.”

Her favourite school activity was spelling bees. 
“We would choose two sides. Then the teacher 

would ask questions and the person who answered 
correctly could stay. If they didn’t answer correctly, 
he had to go to the end of the line.”

Krueger remembered how her teacher loved music 
and would teach them diff erent songs. One song in 
particular stands out. 

“We would sing a song about our district: ‘Klein-
stadt will shine tonight. Kleinstadt, when the sun 
goes down and the moon comes up, Kleinstadt will 
shine.’”

Her teacher was very kind, she said. 
“He would come out and play at recess time with 

us. Recess would go a little longer then, and that was 
always a treat.”

Sometimes recess could be held indoors because of 
the cold. But for the most part, the students had to 
be tough.

“Our winter clothes weren’t as nice as the ones they 
have now. I wore two thin coats and a cap and wool-
en stockings. Ladies never wore pants in those days. 
In winter we went by horse and sleigh, and when we 
got there, we would turn the horse around and send 
it back home without a driver. Our teacher lived right 
at the back of the school, so he warmed the school up 
for us each morning before we got there.”

Krueger fi nished her visit by showing the stu-
dents a few tools her mother used to use in the 
kitchen: a small wooden box with a little wood-
en plunger, used to make a pound of butter, and 
a metal iron she used to heat up on the stove. 

She also showed them a pair of her old glasses.
After a loud, collective, “Thank you, Grandma 

Krueger” the kids headed out to recess. 
Seeing so many students together in one room 

reminded her of her own school days long ago, 
Krueger said.

“It was such a joy to see them all.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Sara Krueger, 100 years young, stopped by École 

Elmwod School to chat with Gr. 1 students about 

her own time in school way back when. Above: 

Krueger brought along an old pair of glasses she 

wore as a child to show the kids.

Elmer's Manufacturing 
honoured at CME gala
Elmer’s Manufacturing CEO Mike Friesen (centre) accepted the 2023 Export Award 

on behalf of the company from Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters Manitoba 

at its gala dinner last week. The Altona business was honoured for excellence 

in expanding its market both numerically and geographically in recent years. 

The family-owned business designs, manufactures, and supports innovative 

equipment focusing on the needs of farmers. Other Manitoba businesses and 

entrepreneurs honoured included Conviron's Steve Kroft with the Hall of Fame 

Award, Westfi eld's A.D. Plett with the Pioneer Award, Micro Tool and Machine Ltd. 

with the Emerging Award, and Todd Leroy of Loewen Windows wih the Safety 

Leadership Award.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY CME
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Local projects receive provincial funding
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A number of local arts and sports 
projects have received a welcome 
funding boost from the provincial 
government.

The province earlier this month an-
nounced the winners of more than 
$50 million in funding from the The 
Arts, Culture and Sport in Commu-
nity (ACSC) fund.

“Our government recognizes the 
critical role Manitoba’s community 
facilities play in the development of 
our children and youth, while also 
supporting the growth of our com-
munities and economy,” Premier 
Heather Stefanson said. “We know 
that stronger communities start with 
a foundation of local arts, culture and 

sporting initiatives that foster a sense 
of belonging today and for genera-
tions to come. 

“Our government is proud to pro-
vide this historic investment to sup-
port shovel-ready community-led 
projects that will have a positive and 
lasting impact on communities all 
across the province.”

A total of 402 arts, culture, and 
sports initiatives received funding, 
including fi ve in our area.

The South Central Regional Library 
is getting $25,000 for capital improve-
ments at its Manitou branch and 
$12,000 for renovations in Miami.

Director of library services Cathy 
Ching says the funds will go a long 
way indeed toward improving the 
Manitou branch with new fl ooring, a 

new circulation desk, and an outdoor 
book drop.

“Right now they’re using a Rubber-
maid container,” she shares. “All of 
our other branches have an outside 
book drop, but Manitou never has. So 
they’ll be joining the rest of our ranks 
with helping our patrons get their 
books back to us more easily.”

Ching anticipates the library may 
need to shut down for about a week 
this summer to complete the renova-
tions.

In Miami, the funds will be used for 
several branch improvements.

“There’s a few things that need some 
tweaking,” Ching says. “We’re going 
to move the desk a bit, they’re going 
to put in a new book drop, do some 
reordering so we can move the pho-

tocopier to a less intrusive place, and 
put up some shelving and possibly a 
wind break for the back door.”

Candlewick Productions in Morden 
is receiving $16,350 for repairs and 
upgrades of the Kenmor Theatre.

There are certainly no shortage of 
projects to tackle in the 73-year-old 
theatre, says Candlewick’s Richard 
Klassen.

“There are a bunch of little projects 
we’ve wanted to work on in the the-
atre,” he says, explaining funds will 
be used for things like improving the 
heating and cooling system in the foy-
er, replacing worn carpeting through-
out, and addressing water seepage in 
the basement. “And then there’s a 

Continued on page 17

Pilot Mound & District Museum opens in new, larger space
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pilot Mound and District Muse-
um has been a fi xture in the commu-
nity since 1954, but it now has a new 
lease on life with a larger location.

A grand re-opening Saturday after-
noon celebrated the completion of 
work on its new home in the Pilot 
Mound Millennium Complex.   

The location seemed like a good fi t 
for the museum, with the complex 
already serving as a real hub for the 
community given that it includes not 
only the rink and curling club but also 
a day care, movie theatre, and hockey 
academy.

“It was the easiest and the best 
choice ... it just took a bit of time,” 
said museum spokesperson Heather 
Brewster, noting there were some 
people who needed some convincing 
it was the right place for the museum. 

“Being a multi-use building, it’s 

kind of neat that there is so much go-
ing on in here,” she said, pointing to 
how the museum is now right next 
door to the theatre. “Even on Thurs-
days, if I’m up here, they’re getting 
the movie ready and you can hear the 
movie trailers. We share the interior 
wall; the back wall of the museum 
is the interior side wall of the movie 
theatre.”

The museum has come a long way 
from its start as what was to be a tem-
porary display.

“It originally started just as a com-
munity display for when the town 
turned 50 in 1954, and it just turned 
into an actual museum because that 
whole display went over very well,” 
explained Brewster.

“It was originally in the basement of 
the town offi  ce and library for a very 
long time up until about 10 years ago 
when it closed and in 2018 we started 
building on the second fl oor of the Pi-

lot Mound Millennium Complex.”
It now off ers them a larger and more 

wide open space to feature more arti-
facts and displays that allow visitors 
to explore the origins of the area and 
gain a deeper appreciation of the lives 
of local settlers. 

Brewster sees it serving as a destina-
tion for history buff s and an invalu-
able educational resource for stu-
dents.

“We went from approximately 915 
sq. ft. to just a little over 2,300 sq. ft. 
That’s allowed us to have a separate 
offi  ce, which we never had before, 
as well as storage,” she said. “It also 
allowed us to create what will be a 
phase two with an archive room.

“Over the year, we have become the 
place to put pictures and scrapbooks 
and even minutes from diff erent orga-
nizations ... things that nobody knew 
what to do with,” Brewster contin-
ued. “That will be really nice to have 

a community archive ... you just never 
know what people might be looking 
for at any given time.

“The other advantage is accessibil-
ity. There’s an elevator now ... before 
in the basement, we had two fl ights of 
stairs to come down, so that just ruled 
out anybody with a wheelchair or a 
walker or even a young mom with a 
stroller.

“We were able to curate a lot of new 
diff erent displays areas,” said Brews-
ter. “We’ve had to develop some dis-
play panels that can tell some history, 
like the geology. We had a geologist 
from the Manitoba government very 
nicely explain what the mound is 
through the glacial push.

“These are great stories, but we 
didn’t have anything to go with it, so 
we created mound moments ... now 
we can tell you these little stories,” 
she said. “I’m really excited about this 
... it was exciting to get this all done.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Pilot Mound and District Museum celebrated a grand re-opening Saturday in 

its new space in the Pilot Mound Millennium Complex, which gives it more room 

than ever for displays.
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Ste. Anne 
wins SEMHL 
championship
 By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Ste. Anne Aces came from be-
hind to win the 71st annual South 
Eastern Manitoba Hockey League 
championship over the weekend.

Our own Morden Bombers had been 
leading the series 3-0 before the Aces 
managed to fl ip the script in game 
four with a 6-4 win.

They then took game fi ve 9-3 last 
Tuesday night in Morden. Scoring for 
the home team were Andrew Clark, 
Adam Hughesman, and Tyler Peers. 
Reed Peters backstopped the Bomb-
ers’ net, making 52 saves as Ste. Anne 
outshot Morden 61-43.

Wednesday night’s game six win in 
Ste. Anne went to overtime for a de-
cision.

Morden had a fi rm hold on the lead 
in the opening period, with Mike Rey 
scoring twice and Cole Penner once to 
make it 3-1 heading into intermission.

After a scoreless middle frame, 
though, the Aces got the two they 
needed to tie it at 3-3 and send things 
into overtime.

It took nearly 17 minutes, then, for 
Ste. Anne to break the deadlock for 
the 4-3 OT win.

Peters was in net for Morden once 
again. He made 48 saves off  52 shots. 
His teammates fi red 39 the other way.

That tied the series at three games 
each and forced a decisive game sev-
en in Morden Saturday night.

Jaden Townsend drew fi rst blood six 
minutes in but Ste. Anne returned the 
favour to end the fi rst period tied at 
1-1.

The Aces then pulled ahead in the 
second, which saw Morden’s Hughes-
man score once in between two Ste. 
Anne goals.

The 3-2 score held until the game’s 
fi nal fi ve minutes, when Ste. Anne’s 
Brenden Walker managed to make it 
4-2 at 15:44.

A Jory Mullin goal for the Bombers 
closed the gap once again in the fi -
nal minute and Morden pulled their 
goalie for the extra man in a bid to try 
and catch up. It was to no avail, with 
Walker putting the fi nal nail in with 

an empty-net goal to give the Aces the 
win 5-3 and the championship—Ste. 
Anne’s fi rst—four games to three.

The Aces will now play either 
Minnedosa or Miniota/Elkhorn for 
the Manitoba Senior A Champion-
ship.

WILD PLAYER HONOURED
The league announced on Monday 

that the Red River Wild's Brenden 
Heppner has been selected as the re-
cipient of the 2023 Dale Rempel Per-

son of the Year Award.
"Brenden has become a huge part 

of local fundraising in the Morris-St 
Jean area and brings a contagious en-
ergy to the Wild and any committees 
he sits on," the league said, noting 
Heppner is involved in numerous lo-
cal sports and philanthropic causes. 
"He was also a big part in helping the 
Wild in joining the SEMHL. He had 
his hands in fundraising and player 
recruitment."

Twisters and Hawks might go the distance
By Lorne Stelmach

It was now down to a best of three 
for the Pembina Valley Twisters this 
week in their MMJHL quarter-fi nal.

The series between the Twisters and 
the Charleswood Hawks was even at 

two games apiece after last weekend.
It has been a back and forth battle 

with the Hawks taking game one 5-2, 
the Twisters winning game two 3-2, 
Charleswood taking game 3-1, and 
Pembina Valley winning game four 

3-2
The Hawks led 2-1 and 3-2 at the in-

termissions before putting game one 
away in the third last Tuesday with a 
powerplay marker and then an empty 
net goal.

Scoring for the Twisters were Slade 
Sotheran and Ryan Orchard. Logan 
Enns made 28 saves off  33 shots. His 
teammates fi red the same number the 
other way

 PHOTSO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Bombers battled hard but ultimately fell to the Ste. Anne Aces in the South Eastern Manitoba Hockey League 

championship fi nal last week. Ste. Anne took game fi ve (above) 9-3 in Morden and then game six at home 4-3 to tie the 

series 3-3 before sweeping games six and seven to win it all.

Continued on page 16
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Battle of the blades

PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The Morden Figure Skating Club held 

its annual show last Thursday at the 

Access Event Centre. The show included 

solo and group performances as well as 

synchronized skating and a special ‘Battle 

of the Blades’ featuring local hockey 

players.

U15 Flyers win league, provincials
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Pembina Central Flyers U15 AA team 
wrapped up what was already a stellar season of 
hockey by clinching not just the league banner but 
the provincial one as well.

“They’re a pretty amazing group of boys,” says 
co-coach Troy Ehnes. “They had quite a wonderful 
year.”

The Flyers were 21-2-1 in league play, which won 
them fi rst place by one point.

“It’s a competitive league,” Ehnes says. “It’s a 
nine team league that was created fi ve or six years 
ago to give some better players a place to play that 
didn’t make our AAA programs.”

The Flyers are one of three teams representing the 
Pembina Valley in the league.

“We have the Twisters out of Morris, the Rockets 
west out of Holland,  and then us the Flyers, which 

is Winkler, Morden, Carman,” Ehnes explains.
The Flyers found themselves going up against 

those same local teams alongside teams from else-
where in Manitoba at the provincial championship 
in Winkler earlier this month.

They downed the Eastman Central Snipers and 
the Pembina West Rockets 3-0 and 3-2, respective-
ly, in the round robin and then crushed the Snipers 
in the semi-fi nal 6-0.

The championship fi nal pitted the Flyers against 
the Southwest Jets. They skated away with a 2-1 
win for the banner.

Ehnes notes he came out of retirement to help 
coach this team, inspired by the heart and dedica-
tion he saw out on the ice from the boys.

“They’re probably one of the better teams I’ve 
coached in all my 37 years of coaching because the 
team was so balanced,” he says. “You could put 
any line out on the power play—you didn’t have to 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO

mix players together.
“And they’re prob-

ably one of the best 
teams for work ethic at 
practice. They showed 
up, worked hard, 
wanted to learn every 
practice.”

Ehnes expects a num-
ber of players will 
move up to AAA hock-
ey next season.

“It’s really given 
them a chance to hone 
their skills,” he says. 
“They’re going to 
move up the ladder.”
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Special teams made the diff erence in game two 
Thursday with the Twisters connecting for a pow-
erplay goal and a shorthanded marker.

Zander Carels, Riley Goertzen, and Alex Vande-
nyze scored for Pembina Valley while Enns made 
33 saves as the Twisters outshot the Hawks 37-35.

Derek Wiebe’s fi rst period power play goal was 
all the Twisters could manage in game three Sat-
urday as they were shutdown the rest of the way 
despite outshooting the Hawks 35-31. Enns made 
28 saves, with Charleswood sealing the win with 
an empty net marker.

Pembina Valley then trailed 5-3 after two periods 
Sunday but completed the third period comeback 
with two goals within the last two minutes, in-
cluding the winner with just 24 seconds remain-
ing.

Merek Degraeve scored twice while singles came 
in from Wiebe, Vandenyze, Nico Vigier, and Mike 
Heppner. 

Shots on goal were 33-19 in favour of Pembina 
Valley. Enns made 14 saves.

Game fi ve was scheduled for Tuesday night in 
Charleswood. Results were not available at press 
time. Game six is in Morris Thursday. Game sev-
en, if needed, is back in Winnipeg Saturday.
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Flyers-Pistons series tied at 1-1
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers and the Stein-
bach Pistons fi nished the MJHL regu-
lar season with  just seven points sep-
arating them—Steinbach in second 
place and Winkler in third—and the 
fi rst week of playoff  action continued 
to be a close call.

Winkler took game one of the fi rst 
round of the MGEU East Division 
playoff s with a tense 5-4 OT win in 
Steinbach Friday night.

The game was tied at 1-1 after 20 
minutes, with Xyon Kiemeney get-
ting Winkler on the board less than 
two minutes in.

Zach Nicolas then scored 40 seconds 
into the second to re-take the lead for 
the Flyers, only to have Steinbach 
score twice that period to do the same.

Another early goal for Winkler came 
in the third, this time from Gavin 
Waltz, to tie things at 3-3.

The lead proved short-lived, as the 
Pistons pulled ahead again at 2:54.

Nicolas’ second goal of the night at 

16:08 evened things out again and 
sent the two teams into overtime.

There, Jayce Legaarden fi red home 
the game-winner two minutes in.

The Flyers’ celebration over steal-
ing an at-home game from Stein-
bach didn’t last long, as the Pistons 
returned the favour Friday night in 
Winkler.

The home team found themselves 
playing catchup from the get-go, with 
Steinbach scoring fi rst at 3:38 and 
again at 19:57. In between, Nicholas 
McKee got Winkler on the board.

Another goal in the second gave the 
visitors a 3-1 lead heading into the fi -
nal 20 minutes. Dalton Andrew man-
aged to score at 17:20, but that was the 
last time Winkler found the back of 
the net, giving Steinbach the win 3-2.

Games three and fi ve are in Stein-
bach Wednesday and Friday night. 
Games four and six are in Winkler 
Thursday and Sunday.

The East Division’s other match-up 
has top-ranked Portage Terriers lead-
ing 2-0 against the Niverville Night-

hawks.
Over in the West Division,  the Swan 

Valley Stampeders are up 2-0 against 
the Dauphin Kings while the OCN 

Blizzard and the Virden Oil Capitals 
are tied at 1-1.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY RYAN SAWATZKY/WINKLER FLYERS
The Winkler Flyers took game one 5-4 on the road last week, but then the 

Steinbach Pistons got their revenge in game two in Winkler 3-2 (above) in the 

best-of-seven MJHL playoff  series.

number of small fi x-its and facility 
upgrades just to keep things run-
ning smoothly.

“It’s been great to see this funding 
go to the arts and also local sports 
projects too,” Klassen notes. “It’s re-
ally a good shot in the arm for ev-
erybody.”

Receiving $25,000 for lighting and 
sound upgrades is the Manitou Op-
era House Foundation.

Board treasurer Al Thorleifson says 
the facility’s existing lighting system 
has really begun to show its age.

“We’ve been having diffi  cult fi nd-
ing parts for some of those older 

lights,” he says. “They were just get-
ting archaic and so when something 
would break or we’d need a bulb, 
we’d fi nd out they don’t make them 
anymore.”

With the ACSC grant, an $8,000 
grant from Effi  ciency Manitoba, and 
other donations, the opera house 
board intends to put in a new, state-
of-the-art lighting and sound sys-
tem.

“We’re still looking for about 
$6,000 to complete fundraising,” 
Thorleifson says, inviting those in-
terested in supporting the project to 
contact them.

The hope is to have the new sys-
tems in place later this year.

“Having a good product, part of it 
is making sure we have the lighting 
and sound systems that are going to 
enhance the shows that we present,” 
Thorleifson says.

Finally, the Altona Curling Club 
received $10,000 for its over house 
video project. 

Club reps declined to comment at 
press time as they await further de-
tails of the grant funding from the 
province.

Access CU makes Manitoba's Top Employers list
By Voice staff 

For the ninth year in a row, Access 
Credit Union has been named one of 
Manitoba’s top employers by the edi-
tors of Canada’s Top 100 Employers.

The list, which has been compiled 
for 17 years in partnership with the 
Winnipeg Free Press, recognizes the 
Manitoba employers that lead their 
industries in off ering exceptional 
places to work

“Top employers in Manitoba are 
raising the bar in their support of lo-
cal community groups to guarantee 
maximum impact,” says Richard Yer-
ema, executive editor at the Canada’s 
Top 100 Employers project. “Through 
programs like matching charitable 
donations by employees and pro-
viding paid time off  to volunteer (of-
ten with no formal maximums), this 
year’s winners off er staff  the ability 
to take action and really make a dif-
ference.”

Access Credit Union was singled 
out for its focus on community devel-
opment.

“Access Credit Union established 
a special investment committee re-
sponsible to review donation requests 
from local charities,” the project’s 
editors said in a news release. “The 
company also provides paid time off  
to volunteer in the community and 
matches employee donations to char-
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itable organizations.”
For its part, Access  CU says it works 

hard to be a workplace of choice in 
Manitoba. That includes creating a 
culture to maintain a healthy work-
life balance.

“My job is to create an environment 
where people can excel. I fi nd if peo-
ple are empowered to excel, they 
will,” says president and CEO Larry 
Davey. “We spend a great deal of time 
on leadership training and getting the 
staff  fl ow as frictionless as possible. I 
fi nd that if staff  are empowered and 
know they are trusted, they are that 

much more engaged.”
Other benefi ts of working at Ac-

cess, the fi nancial institution shares, 
include paid training and continuing 
education, fl exible hours and work lo-
cations, matched pension plans, com-
petitive salaries, tuition subsidies, a 
fully paid health plan and family cov-
erage, and the opportunity to contrib-
ute to the community.

RECORD-BREAKING CASH BACK
Access CU also announced last 

week that it will be returning $13.5 

million to its members via its Member 
Rewards profi t-sharing program.

It’s a record-breaking amount for the 
fi nancial institution, which last sum-
mer merged with the Noventis and 
Sunova credit unions.

“We are proud to be in a position 
where we are able to pay Member 
Rewards as a way of saying thank 
you to our loyal members,” board 
chair Kevin Beresford said. “This year 
marks the biggest payout in our his-
tory and fulfi lls our core commitment 
to strengthen our profi t-sharing pro-
gram.”



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

SERVICES
Confi dential, personal, 
Christian counseling, 
guidance by correspon-
dence by mail: Chris-
tian Counseling, Box 
39, Stonewall, MB. R0C 
2Z0.

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIR-
ING: Parts Technicians, 
Agriculture & Heavy 
Equipment Techs - 
Journeyman, Appren-
tices, CVIP/Truck Techs 
and RAP Students, 
Shop and Field posi-
tions available. View 
Open Roles www.rock-
ymtn.com/careers  Pos-
sible relocation & sign-
ing bonus offered.

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Lakeside Flight 
Academy is the most 
affordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial cer-
tifi cates. We offer fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

WANTED TO BUY
Mobile Scooter with 
cab in good condition. 
Call 204-325-8190.

–––––––––––––––––

WANTED: Buying 
estates, contents of 
homes, farms, barns, 
sheds, garages, etc. 
Buying most anything 
old & interesting! TEXT/
PHONE: 204-918-
1607. Junkies Estate, 
Salvage, Antiques & 
Oddities

Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL

CAREERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do 
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/.  enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the 
description. Applications should be made online with an attached 
resume. 

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for the purchase of the property described 
below will be received by:

TDS
3-175 Roblin Blvd. East
Winkler MB  R6W 0H2
Attention:  Matthew Bolt

Title No. 2085684/4 (40.00 acres)
LOT 5 SP PLAN 1907 MLTO
IN SE 1/4 8-1-3 WPM
Title No. 2416917/4 (62.23 acres)
THE N 1/2 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 4-1-3 WPM EXC FIRST-
LY: THE NLY 792 FEET PERP OF THE ELY 660 FEET PERP AND 
SECONDLY: WATER CONTROL WORKS PLAN 49287 MLTO
The properties are in the Municipality of Rhineland, Manitoba. 
Tenders will be received on either titled property or on both titled 
properties.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:

1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowl-
edge of the properties and not on the above or any other particulars 
or representations made by or on behalf of the Seller.
2. Tenders must be received on or before 1:00 p.m. on Friday, April 
14, 2023.
3. Each tender must be accompanied by a certified $10,000.00 de-
posit cheque, per property, payable to Thompson Dorfman Sweat-
man LLP, IN TRUST. Deposits accompanying unaccepted bids will 
be refunded.
4. The highest or any tender will not necessarily be accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

1. The successful purchaser, if any, will sign the standard Thompson 
 Dorfman Sweatman LLP agreement of purchase and sale for 
 agricultural property within seven days of being advised that he 
 or she is the successful bidder.
2. In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender 
 must be paid on a date no later than May 1, 2023 or evidence 
 provided that the purchase funds will be available under 
 conditions acceptable to the Seller. If the balance of the accepted 
 tender is not paid within the set time limit, the deposit paid may 
 be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.
3. Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes 
 commencing May 1, 2023.
4. Possession date will be May 1, 2023.
5. Tenders are binding upon acceptance and should not be subject 
 to any conditions precedent.
6. Title to the property will be transferred free and clear of all 
 registered mortgages, encumbrances and leases.
7. The property will be sold as is and the purchaser is solely 
 responsible to determine the value and condition of the property, 
 land quality, property use, environmental condition and any 
 other information pertaining to the property.

Please send sealed tenders to:
Matthew R. Bolt

Thompson Dorfman Sweatman LLP
3-175 Roblin Blvd East, Winkler, MB  R6W 0H2

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the Rural 
Municipality of Stanley may conduct the following 

Pesticide Control Programs during 2023:
1) To control noxious weeds on road allowances within the Municipality.  The proposed period of 
application would be from May 1, 2023 to October 31, 2023.  The herbicides to be used could   
include:
- Tordon 22K  - Nufarm 2,4-D Amine600
- Reclaim II Herbicide - Roundup Transorb HC
2) To control insect pests including grasshoppers, mosquitoes, canker worms, etc. The proposed 
period of application for these programs would be from May 1, 2023 to October 31, 2023.  The 
insecticides to be used could include:
- Malathion 95 ULV

The public may send written submissions or objections within 15 days of the publication of 
the notice to the department below.

Manitoba Environment, Climate, and Parks
Environmental Approvals Branch
1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3H 0W4

R.M. of ROLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE  -  

2023 FINANCIAL PLAN
Pursuant to Section 

162(2) of The Municipal Act 
The Council of the Rural Municipality 
of Roland will hold a Public Hearing to 

present the 2023 Financial Plan: 
Thursday April 20, 2023

 7:00 p.m.  
 Roland Memorial Hall
Interested persons may make 

representation, ask questions, or 
register an objection to the Plan. 

Copies of the Financial Plan will be 
available for review from the 

Municipal Office after April 12, 2023.
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FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders for property in the 
RM of ARMSTRONG described below will be 
received by:
McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP

Box 1670, 14 Main Street S.
Carman, Manitoba R0G 0J0

PROPERTY 
SW ¼ 29-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 159.33 Acres

Section 6-21-2 EPM
Being Approx. 654 Acres

SW ¼ 32-20-2 EPM
Exc Sly 1320 feet perp
Being Approx. 82 Acres

SE ¼ 32-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 162 Acres

NE ¼ 30-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 155.89 Acres

NW ¼ 29-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 162 Acres

NE ¼ 29-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 162 Acres

CONDITIONS OF TENDER

1.  Interested parties must rely on their own 
inspection and knowledge of the property.

2.  Tenders may be placed and accepted on 
one or any number or all parcels of land. 

3.  Tenders must be received on or before 
2:30 pm on April 28, 2023.

4.  Tenders must be accompanied by a 
$10,000.00 cheque payable to MMJS LLP 
in Trust as a deposit.  Deposit cheques 
accompanying unacceptable bids will be 
returned.

5.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will 
be required to complete an agreement 
covering terms and conditions of sale.

2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of 
the accepted tender must be paid on or 
before the date of closing which shall be 
June 1, 2023, or evidence provided that 
the purchase funds will be available under 
conditions acceptable to the Vendor.  If the 
balance of the accepted tender is not paid 
within the set time limit the deposit may 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not 
as a penalty.

3.  Possession is not authorized until 
acceptable arrangements for full payment 
are made following acceptance of tender.

4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for 
real property taxes commencing January 
1, 2023.

5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for 
payment of GST or shall self-assess for    
GST.

For further information contact 
Scott W. Johnston at:
Ph:   204-745-2546
Fax: 204-745-3963

email: scott@mmjslaw.com

23035gm5
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NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to an-
nounce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
SPRING HIRING??? 
Need Class 1 drivers? 
BOOK YOUR 2023 
BLANKET CLASSI-
FIED ADS NOW in the 
32 Weekly Manitoba 
Community Newspa-
pers to get your mes-
saging to be seen all 
over the province! Let 
people know in the 
Blanket Classifi eds! 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
call MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

SENIOR RENTALS

 1240 sq. ft., 1 bdrm with a den. 
Heated garage parking is available. 
Rent includes all utilities, yard care, 

snow removal and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

OAK WEST ESTATES 
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

SENIOR RENTALS

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq. ft. 1 ½ 
bath. Open spacious floor plan, in 

suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated 
garage parking available, and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

Garden Park Estates 
has one suite available.

ALTONA 
FARMERS’ 
MARKET
ANNUAL 
MEETING

10:00 a.m. 
Saturday, 

Apr. 8, 2023
Oma’s Kitchen, 

Altona Mall
New vendors 

welcome!
Call 

204-304-1272 
for info.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, 
you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler cap-
sules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino 
acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.net

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmor t-
gages.ca

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF TENDER
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF MORRIS

SPERLING FIREHALL BUILDING 
ADDITION & RENOVATION

Sealed tenders will be received by the Rural 
Municipality of Morris through email to Seth 
Klassen, sklassen@steckley.ca, or in hard copy 
at the office of STECKLEY Consulting Engi-
neers Inc., 1-915 Navigator Drive, Winkler, 
MB up to 11:00 am local time on Tuesday, 
April 18th, 2023 for the following work:

640 ft2 Firehall Addition and 
1,600ft2 Renovation

Tender documents are available on Merx.com
The lowest or any Tender 
not necessarily accepted.

Trevor Dackow, Fire Chief
Rural Municipality of Morris

STECKLEY
Consulting Engineers Inc.

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

priority
6. The human foot
7. Within
8. Consumed
9. Respectful Malaysian term
10. Therefore
12. Ceased to exist
13. Type of macaroni
16. English composer
17. Wooded tract
20. Tall, slender-leaved plant
22. 36 inches
25. Take too much (abbr.)
26. Allow
27. Individually
29. Journalist Tarbell
31. Bar bill
34. Hong Kong food stall:__ 

pai dong

36. Not messy
37. Species that includes 

reedmace
38. Former MLB catcher Ed
40. Northern U.S. state
43. Wilt
45. Commercial
48. Bolivian river
50. Nursemaid
51. A car needs four
53. Guns (slang)
54. American state
55. Clusters of fern fronds
57. Body part
58. A person’s brother or 

sister
59. Breed of sheep native to 

Sweden
61. Of I

CLUES ACROSS
1. Millisecond
5. Narcotic drug
11. Accident
14. Formal submissions
15. Popular 70s rock band
18. Discourage from doing
19. More socially elite
21. Arid
23. A way to look
24. Heroes
28. A surfer rides it
29. Potato state
30. Insect repellent
32. Cool!
33. Have already done
35. Collegiate women’s 

fraternity
36. To the __ degree
39. Gasteyer and de Armas 

are two
41. Blood type
42. Looked over
44. Language of Cameroon 

and Chad
46. Species of armadillo
47. Touch softly
49. Part of your upper body
52. Large, stocky lizards
56. Lack of social or ethical 

standards
58. Congressman
60. Unofficial force
62. As a result of this 

utterance
63. A main branch of Islam
CLUES DOWN
1. Woman (French)
2. Province of Pakistan
3. This (Spanish)
4. Transportation device
5. Greater in importance or 

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer
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AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

For more complete listing www.billklassen.com

1960 BUILT BUNGALOW, 1132 SQ/FT SINGLE STOREY. 
3 BEDROOM, 1 BATH. UPSTAIRS LAUNDRY/ENTRANCE, 

SINGLE CAR GARAGE TO BE MOVED. SELLS TIMED ON-LINE. 
SEE WWW.BILLKLASSEN.COM  OWNERS, VINCE HINK  
204-750-0004, LOCATED 35135, ROAD 18 NORTH, 

NW OF MORDEN MB, OR 6 MILES SOUTH OF MIAMI. 

COMING EVENTS

   Friday, April 21 | 4:45 - 7pm   

Christian
Life Center
__________

605 1 St,
Morden

YFCYYYFFFCCC
FISH FRYFFFIIISSSHHH FFFRRRY
FUNDRAISERFFFUUUNNNDDDRRRAISER

BORDER REDI MIX INC. 
Experienced Class 3  

Cement Truck Driver. 
Drop off your resume at the office. 

Email to  office@derksengroup.mb.ca
PHONE 204-324-8589

DERKSEN TRUCKING LTD 

Drop off your resume at the office. 
Email to  office@derksengroup.mb.ca

PHONE 204-324-5564

Experienced Class 1 Truck Driver 
Heavy Equipment Operator

General Labourer

BIRTHDAY

HAPPY 80th BIRTHDAY JAKE!

With love from your family

Join us as we celebrate

Saturday, April 1st

at Pembina Thresherman’s Museum

with a Come & Go Tea

between 1 and 4 p.m.

CARD OF THANKS

A “Card of Thanks” from the family of Harold 

Kehler to family and friends who prayed, 

called, visited, brought food and fl owers. 

Hugged, cried and laughed with us. The 

cards and sweet sentiments online as well. So 

appreciated and will not be forgotten. Bless 

you all.

-Ev and family  

DEVOTION

Devotion
If you do not know 
Jesus before you die, 
Heaven will not be 
your home.

SALES CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY

BigandColourful 
Printing & Publishing 

is looking for a dynamic, highly motivated 
person to become part of our advertising 

sales team in the Interlake area. 

Interlake

For all your printing and publishing needs

Graphics

The successful candidate will thrive in a fast paced sales environment 

where a competitive nature, strong work ethic and excellent customer 

service skills are required and rewarded.

This opportunity involves building relationships and representing our 

newspapers to new and existing customers.

Qualifications: The successful candidate must be professional, 

dependable, energetic, goal-oriented, self-starter, can work within 

deadlines, well organized and friendly.

Customer service, sales experience and passion is a must.

-Strong computer skills, including Microsoft Office

-Excellent communication skills and a genuine love of people

-Willingness to learn

-Ability to work independently  

If you fit this description please email resume to 

Bigandcolourful@mts.net

TribuneStonewall Teulon

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 
$30,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372



OBITUARY OBITUARY

Elma Bergen (nee Schmidt)
1929 - 2023

Elma Bergen was born to Henry P. and Susanna Schmidt on 

August 13, 1929 in the district of Schoenau, close to Altona. She 

was the latter of twin girls, and the youngest of six siblings. In her 

early teens, the family moved to New Hope where she fi nished 

grade school. In April 1950, she was baptized upon the confession 

of her faith by the Bishop of the Sommerfeld Mennonite Church 

and received as a member. On October 18, 1952, she married 

Jacob G. Bergen of the Ruderweide district. At that time, she also 

joined the Ruderweide Mennonite Church. Eight children were 

born to them: fi ve sons and three daughters. The youngest two 

daughters, Joanna and Jeanette died at birth in March 1969.

She was also predeceased by her parents, Henry. P and Susanna 

Schmidt and her siblings: Susie (Corny), Jacob (Anne), Eva (Pete), Henry and her twin sister, 

Dora, Susie and Jake Thiessen, Neta and Frank Thiessen, Anne Bergen, Jake Friesen, Frank 

Bergen and Helena Bergen.

Left to cherish her memory are fi ve sons and one daughter: Ivan (Karen) of Winkler, Ken (Lois) 

of Winkler, Ron (Carol) of Winnipeg, Melvin (Karen) of Calgary, Harold (Sharon) of Winnipeg, 

Amanda (Andy) of Cypress River and 16 grandchildren: Casey (Cam), Matt, Krista (Marty), 

Kendra (Michael), Kara (Dwayne), Kim (James), Matthew (Rachael), Danae (Marty), Tyler, Raine 

(Kaite), Brittany (Scott), Evan (Tedi), Caleb, Ayla, Quinn (Sandy), Keegan (Nancy) and 25 great-

grandchildren. She is also survived by in-laws, Linda Schmidt, John Neufeld, Sara Friesen, Mary 

and Ernest Lescheid, Gertrude and Helmut Friesen and many nieces and nephews.

Following their wedding in 1952, Grandma and Grandpa moved to Portage la Prairie where 

they lived until the spring of 1954. They relocated to Ruderweide where they worked on several 

farms. Then in 1958 they decided to move back to Portage la Prairie. Grandma’s life was that of a 

busy mother. Their fi ve boys were born within seven years of each other, followed by a daughter 

six years later. She quickly learned how to run an effi cient home. She kept a clean house but 

preferred her work out of doors. This was the work that she was most accustomed to growing 

up on the farm. Grandma was a woman that wasn’t afraid of work. Along with her household 

responsibilities and volunteering roles, she had a variety of jobs both in Portage and in Morden 

where they relocated to in 1972. She fostered children, worked at preparing and setting up for 

meals at Manitoba School. She worked in the Portage Thrift Store and Blue Jean Shop, and in 

housekeeping at Bethel Hospital in Winkler, Eden and Salem Home, also at the Maple Leaf School 

and Morden School Division Offi ce. Many of her life long friendships were established through 

Grandma and Grandpa’s involvement in the Portage EMC Church where she was involved in 

Sunday School, Five Day Clubs and DVBS.

When Grandma and Grandpa moved to Winkler in 1991, Grandma retired. Her biggest goal in 

her working career was making enough money to purchase a piano. She had a love for making 

music, a gift that few people outside of her family ever got to enjoy. She couldn’t read music, but 

she played many instruments by ear. The guitar, banjo, accordion, piano and the organ. Until the 

day that she went into the hospital, you could hear her play the little electric organ at the front 

door, belting out a tune.

When Grandpa suffered his strokes, Grandma became his primary caregiver. Her strength and 

resolve served her well. Even when he was moved across the street to Salem Home, Grandma 

would bring him home for the day. When it became obvious that his time here on earth was limited, 

an early 50th anniversary celebration was planned. Ten days after the celebration (October 10, 

2002) Grandpa passed away. Grandma loved him dearly and mourned his passing deeply. She 

would often say “I had such a good man, why would I want another?” On the 15th of March at 1 

a.m., grandma called Dad (Ken). He took her to the hospital. She was admitted, and it was quickly 

realized that her heart issues had become more serious than any of us knew. She was moved to 

palliative care and in just a few short days, she became unresponsive. She quietly slipped into 

glory on Sunday, March 19th at 10:00 a.m. Grandma, you will be missed. We love you.

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth!

Make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise!

Psalms 98:4

A private family service was held on Thursday, March 23, 2023 at Grace Mennonite Church with 

interment prior at the Rudnerweide Cemetery.

Donations may be made in Elma’s memory to the charity of your choice.

Dorothy Susan Pauls 
(nee Sawatzky)

1927 – 2023
We mourn deeply the passing of Dorothy Susan Pauls (nee 

Sawatzky) on Monday, March 6, 2023 in St. Boniface Hospital at 

the age of 95. 

Dorothy was born on August 17, 1927 in Morden, Manitoba, 

the third child in a family of eight children. She attended Morden 

Maple Leaf School for six years, after which she stayed at home to 

help with cooking and childcare. Growing up, Dorothy displayed 

a keen interest in making things. A ball of wool was continually 

knitted, unraveled and knitted again; and a fi rst pair of high heels 

were designed and crafted out of wood. Later she received sewing 

lessons, and a lifetime of sewing projects followed. If times were tough, discarded men’s suits 

were taken apart and re-tailored as women’s suits. 

As a young girl, Dorothy shared with her mother a desire to be a good person and to become a 

Christian. During this conversation, she accepted Jesus Christ as her personal savior. Later she 

would be baptized upon the confession of her faith in the Morden Bergthaler Mennonite Church. 

As a youth, she attended Sunday School, served as secretary for the youth group (Jugendverein), 

and sang in the church choir. 

It was in this church setting that Dorothy met and married Jacob Pauls, forging a union that 

lasted 70 years. Together they farmed, entered church ministry, raised a family, and made studies 

and travel a way of life. In the course of many moves, Jake and Dorothy had two new houses 

built, and Dorothy sewed curtains and décor for both. 

Dorothy played a supportive role in her husband’s work by accompanying him on visitations, 

hosting many work related visitors and managing Jake’s sartorial needs, especially for travel. 

Dorothy also participated in much of the travel related to Jake’s work. Together they attended 

two European world conferences, several Canadian and American conferences, two study tours 

of the Middle East and fi nally an Asian and an African trip in preparation for the world conference 

in Winnipeg in 1990. While Dorothy enjoyed travelling abroad, she appreciated most of all the 

trips taken with the family to the mountains and the east coast. 

During retirement, Dorothy did more of that with which she was familiar, homemaking, sewing 

and traveling. She dearly loved spending time with her young grandsons, Simon and Rowan, but 

advancing old age made that increasingly diffi cult. A serious fall in April 2022 resulted in Dorothy 

taking up care home residency. This past February she suffered another fall from which she 

would not recover. Peacefully she surrendered to the call of her Lord to leave loved ones behind 

and return to her spiritual home. 

Dorothy will be lovingly remembered by her husband, Jacob F. Pauls; her children, Vera Pauls 

and Gerald Pauls, her grandsons, Simon Pauls and Rowan Braun; her siblings and in-laws, 

Verna (Sawatzky) Enns, Leona (Penner) Sawatzky, Ron Sawatzky, Harvey and Margaret (Penner) 

Sawatzky; and many nieces and nephews and their families. 

Dorothy was predeceased by her parents, David R. and Marie (Klaassen) Sawatzky; an infant 

son Vernon James (stillborn); a daughter-in-law, Lora Braun; siblings and in-laws, Abe Enns, 

Rudy and Alma (Janzen) Sawatzky, Art Sawatzky, Henry and Anne Marie (Sawatzky) Bock, Anne 

(Martens) Sawatzky, Pearl Sawatzky; as well as a niece and two nephews.  

A funeral service for Dorothy was held at Bethel Mennonite Church in Winnipeg on Monday, 

March 13, followed by interment at Southside Cemetery in Morden.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler

in care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

Remember Your Loved Ones 
  with an Announcement in the

 

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Announcements Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

• Consultation Services
• Contents Removal
• Cleaning Services
• Repair Services
• Staging Service
• Firearms Donation or Disposal
• Hoarder Clean-up/De-cluttering

PEMBINA VALLEY ESTATE CLEANING

204-333-4074  •  website: www.pvestatecleaning.com

BizBiz
CardsCards

ADVERTISING ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS! THAT WORKS! 

To place your BIZ CARDTo place your BIZ CARD
  Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836
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Altona Curling Club honours 
winners and supporters
By Lori Penner

The Altona Curling Club (ACC) hosted 
their club fi nals and wind-up on March 23.

“We had lots to celebrate this season,” 
says executive member Quinn Hildebrand. 
“Our numbers were up substantially. We 
had 14 men’s teams, seven women’s teams, 
36 junior curlers, 24 little rockers and 16 
stick curlers.”

This year’s award win-
ners included:

• Ladies Club Champi-
ons: Team Laura Dueck.

• Ladies Grand Aggre-
gate: Team Kristin Opo-
censky.

• Men’s Club Champion: 
Team Vic Klassen.

• Men’s Grand Aggre-
gate: Team Harold Sawatz-
ky.

The ACC also recognized teams who had 
tremendous seasons on the provincial and 
national stage.

Banners were presented for Team Jennifer 

Jones for winning the Manitoba Women’s 
Championship and being the national Scot-
ties runner-ups, as well as Team Wahl for 
winning the Manitoba Canada Games Tri-
als and the U18 Women’s Championships.

“These banners and names will be proud-
ly displayed in our club indefi nitely,” Hil-
debrand said. “We continue to be proud 

of both teams’ achieve-
ments and your repre-
sentation of our club 
and community.”

Their fi nal recognition 
was for retired ice mak-
er and club manager 
Terry Peters.

“Terry’s 25-year dedi-
cation and service to our 
club is hard to replace,” 
Hildebrand says.

In his honour, the club 
has established the Terry Peters Junior 
Curling Legacy Fund, with a $5,000 contri-
bution to the fund from the proceeds of the 
U18 provincials. 

A plaque was also dedicated to Peters for 

his many years of service. It will be displayed for all to see at the 
curling club.

“It’s great. I defi nitely appreciate the recognition,” Peters says. 
“The Legacy Fund is also important. A lot of junior curlers may not 
use it. For those that do, like the Wahl Team and the Zacharias Team, 
this certainly will enable them to do more to advance their careers. 

“Training is expensive. You’re gone a lot of weekends and renting 
training ice. It’s not like it used to be where you slap on a pair of 
shoes and grab a broom and you go curl. You have to take it to an-
other level, and that level wasn’t even there when I started curling.”

Hildebrand wants to thank everyone for another great season. 
“One last shout out to our ice installers, Alex and Collin, and our 

season-long ice crew team of Charles, Terrell and Al; we can’t play 
the game without you,” she said. “Enjoy the spring and summer 
and stay tuned for registration information in late September 2023.”

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Above: Former Altona Curling Club president Terry Peters received a 

plaque last week at the club's windup recognizing his years of service. 

It will be hung at the curling club. Left: Members of Team Wahl holding 

banners recognizing their success and the success of Team Jennifer 

Jones on the provincial and national stage.

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?

“THESE BANNERS AND 

NAMES WILL BE PROUDLY 

DISPLAYED IN OUR CLUB 

INDEFINITELY”



> MEAL IDEAS> M

Servings: 6-12
2 packages (8 ounces each) cream 

cheese 
2 tablespoons caraway seeds
1 teaspoon poppy seeds
2 cloves garlic, minced, divided
1/4 cup parsley, chopped
2 teaspoons thyme leaves, chopped
1 teaspoon rosemary, chopped
1/4 cup dried cranberries, chopped
2 tablespoons pecans, chopped
crackers (optional)

Serves: 12
1 package (10 ounces) frozen broccoli 

with cheese
12 slices bacon, chopped
1/2 cup green onions, sliced
1 cup mushrooms, sliced
4 eggs
1 cup milk
1 1/2 cups shredded cheese, divided
2 frozen deep dish pie shells (9 inches each)
Heat oven to 350 F.
In medium bowl, add broccoli and 

cheese contents from package. Micro-
wave 5 minutes, or until cheese is saucy. 
Set aside.

In skillet, cook chopped bacon 4 min-

Prep time: 45 minutes
Servings: 8-10
Lemon Curd:
1 cup Domino Golden Sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch 
1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice
1 tablespoon lemon zest
6 tablespoons water 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
6  egg yolks
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, at room 

temperature, cut into 1/2-inch cubes 
Whipped Cream:
2 cups heavy whipping cream, cold
2 tablespoons Domino Golden Sugar
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
Trifle:
1 cup blueberry jam
12 ounces fresh blueberries, plus addi-

tional for garnish, divided
1  pound cake, cubed
lemon slices, for garnish

fruit (optional)
vegetables (optional)
Cut each cream cheese block into three 

squares. Roll each square into ball.
In small bowl, combine caraway seeds, 

poppy seeds and half the garlic.
In second small bowl, combine parsley, 

thyme, rosemary and remaining garlic.
In third small bowl, combine cranber-

ries and pecans.
Roll two cheese balls in seed mixture, 

two in herb mixture and two in cranberry 
mixture.

Cut each ball in half and serve with 
crackers, fruit or vegetables, if desired.

utes. Add green onions; cook 2 minutes. 
Add mushrooms; cook 4 minutes, or 
until bacon is completely cooked and 
mushrooms are tender. Drain onto paper 
towel over plate. Set aside.

In medium bowl, whisk eggs and milk 
until combined. Add broccoli and cheese 
mixture. Add 1 cup cheese. Stir to com-
bine. Set aside.

In pie shells, divide drained bacon 
mixture evenly. Divide broccoli mixture 
evenly and pour over bacon mixture. 
Sprinkle remaining cheese over both 
pies. Bake 40 minutes.

Cool at least 12 minutes before serving.
Note: To keep edges of crust from burn-

ing, place aluminum foil over pies for 
first 20 minutes of cook time. Remove af-
ter 20 minutes and allow to cook uncov-
ered until completed.

mint, for garnish
To make lemon curd: In medium sauce-

pan, stir sugar and cornstarch. Stir in 
lemon juice, lemon zest, water and salt. 
Cook over medium heat, stirring con-
stantly, until thickened. Remove from 
heat and gradually stir in three egg yolks; 
mix well until combined. Stir in remain-
ing egg yolks. Return to heat and cook 
2 minutes, stirring constantly. Remove 
from heat.

Stir in butter; mix until incorporated. 
Cover with plastic wrap, touching sur-
face of lemon curd to prevent curd form-
ing skin. Refrigerate until completely 
cool.

To make whipped cream: In large bowl, 
beat cream, sugar and vanilla until soft 
peaks form. Do not overbeat.

To make trifle: Mix blueberry jam with 
12 ounces fresh blueberries. Place one 
layer cubed pound cake in bottom of 
trifle dish. Top with layer of blueberries. 
Add dollops of lemon curd and whipped 
cream. Repeat layering ending with 
whipped cream.

Decorate trifle with lemon slices, fresh 
blueberries and mint.

Savory Cheese Balls

Easy Brunch Quiche

Lemon Blueberry Trifle

Dear Money Lady Readers:  Why are 
so many Canadians still struggling with 
money when we have such a large bank-
ing industry that says it wants to help 
us?   

large banks, that now control 91% of 

industry, with approximately $4 Tril-
lion in assets.  The Royal Bank’s re-
cent purchase of HSBC only ampli-

there are larger industries in Cana-

sector is now the largest industry 
in terms of employment in Canada.  
There now is so much information 
out there, it’s hard to know if some-
one is trying to truly help you or sell 
you something that is necessary for 
them to meet their sales quota.  Be-

break it into four stages.  Use it as 
a guideline - something to work to-
wards.  Guaranteed, if done as pre-

uncertainness that impact your life, 
and help you reach retirement debt 
free and wealthy. 

debt – either consumer and/or school 
-

ing and establishing good credit so 
that you can borrow from the banks 
in the future.  You don’t want to pay 
higher lending rates simply because 

pay your bills on time.  Open a tax-

out of your bank account the same 
-

-

-
ly.  Historically, the US stock market 
has always outperformed all others.

most likely be working fulltime and 

are lucky enough to hit your maxi-

this decade you want to get into the 
real estate market.  You may need 
to buy a home with friends or fam-

make ends meet.  I know it will be 
a stretch for most young Canadians, 

you more options for the future.  You 

this stage.

your maximum earning potential.  
-

dation that you created in Stage 1 
-

now must work to eliminate debt.  

-
ness or be thinking of your chil-

-
nance into a new mortgage with the 
amortization set to the year you plan 
to retire.  Setup this way – you’re 

-
tirement.

Stage 4:  This phase starts in your 

will want to start simplifying your 
lifestyle and your commitments es-

were all about building your life and 
acquiring “things” to make you hap-
py.  In this stage you must now start 
the “big purge,” reduce the clutter, 
downsize or right-size your resi-
dence to eliminate any remaining 
debts, lower expenses and add more 

working and always work towards 
-

Good Luck & Best Wishes,
Christine Ibbotson
Written by Christine Ibbotson, Nation-

al Radio Host, YouTuber, and Author of 

Selling Book  “How to Retire Debt Free 
& Wealthy”  www.askthemoneylady.ca 
or send a question to info@askthemon-
eylady.ca 

Ask the Money Lady

Christine Ibbotson
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