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Bowl for Kids raises
$25,000 for Big Bros.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Over 120 people came out to VB En-
tertainment Centre in Winkler March
27 to support Big Brothers Big Sisters
of the Pembina Valley.

The agency’s annual bowling fund-
raiser, Bowl for Kids” Sake, was a re-
sounding success, raising $25,000 in
cash and in-kind donations in support
of local mentoring programming.

“We ended up with 25 teams, which
is in the ballpark of what we did
last year,” shared executive direc-
tor Jenelle Neufeld, noting they also
teamed up with Gateway Resourc-
es to fill out the lane time slots with
additional enthusiastic bowlers. “It’s
a way for us to partner with other
non-profits and be able to give back
ourselves, because we’re not always
able to do that financially.

“They brought six teams and
brought in $700 worth of pledges—so
that was an added bonus.”

The event also had numerous lane
sponsors from local businesses eager

to support the cause, and numerous
companies donated goodies for the
prize raffle or sponsored teams.

“It’s all appreciated and all needed
and just so fantastic,” Neufeld said.

The funds go to help Big Bros. con-
tinue to offer its programming, which
fosters positive relationships between
kids and adult volunteers through
one-on-one and group mentoring
programs across the region.

“We are doing our very best to ex-
pand our programming,” Neufeld
shared, noting they’'ve recently ex-
panded their staff complement and
hours to speed up the volunteer as-
sessment/qualification and matching
processes.

As always, the agency is in need of
volunteers to make more mentoring
matches possible. There are always
about a dozen or so kids on the wait
list.

“We have expanded our program-
ming to do more group programming
because there is such a lack of volun-
teers,” Neufeld shared, noting last

Top S Reasons fo
icense Your Dog

It's the best insurance for the safe
and quick return of your dog

Save money by avoiding fines.
Fun fact: Did you know that it is FREE to license
your dog in the Municipality of Rhineland?

Reduce stress by limiting the time

your dog at the pound.
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Some Bowl for Kids' Sake bowlers came in costume to the fundraiser at VB's
Entertainment Centre in Winkler last week.

fall's Grow Youth program saw 15
young ladies come together for a one-
day workshop to learn about physical
wellness, balanced eating, self-es-
teem, and leadership. “The feedback
we got really brings it all back home
why we do this.”

They’re planning a second work-
shop for girls in June and another tar-
geted at middle school boys hopeful-
ly in fall, if they can find the volunteer
facilitators for it.

So far this year, the agency has had
52 children involved in its programs.
Their goal is to reach 200.

It's a lofty goal, but one Neufeld is
confident they’ll reach.

“When you get these group pro-
grams going and you're doing 10 or
15 kids participating at a time, it re-
ally adds up,” she said. “And we're
hopefully going to be expanding our
Grow program umbrella. We've re-
worked the Go Girls after school pro-
gram to be more digestible—it used
to be seven weeks long and we’ve cut
it down to four, still including all the
important topics and conversations
but requiring less of a time commit-
ment.”

If you'd like to get involved, connect
with Big Brother Big Sisters online at
pembinavalley.bigbrothersbigsisters.
ca.

Make your dog easily
identifiable to anyone who
finds them.

It's the LAW! A current license
makes YOU the legal owner.



By Lorne Stelmach

Three area students were among
those honoured recently by the Man-
itoba Council for Exceptional Chil-
dren.

The provincial branch of the nation-
al Council for Exceptional Children
(CEC) presented its 35th annual Yes I
Can awards in connection to its mis-
sion to improve the quality of edu-
cation for exceptional children and
youth with a range of abilities and
disabilities.

Morden Collegiate student Benny
Wiebe was honoured in the transition
category, which celebrates achieve-
ment in activities that lead to success-
ful experiences in such areas as work,
vocational training, or
independent living.

Jessica Derksen of
Rosenort School and
Gracie Beckett of Nel-
lie McClung Collegiate
in Manitou were both
recipients of transition
scholarships, ~ which
are available to stu-
dents with exception-
al needs who are transitioning from
high school to after-school life such as
post-secondary education, job train-
ing, or employment.

Wiebe was cited for his incredible
perseverance and dedication in his
journey toward independence and
success in the workforce. While he
has faced significant challenges in
communication, social interaction
and executive functioning, he has
never wavered in his determination
to succeed.

With the support of an individual-
ized education plan, specialized pro-
grams, and therapies tailored to his
needs, Wiebe has developed essential
life and work skills, allowing him to
thrive in vocational training and inde-
pendent living.

His hard work has led him to em-
ployment at the local thrift store,
Giant Tiger, and the Pembina Valley
Humane Society. Beyond his personal
achievements, Benny has become an
inspiration to his peers, demonstrat-

"HE'S A HUGE PART
OF OUR SCHOOL
COMMUNITY HERE."  ith him for sure.”

ing that with the right support, re-
silience, and dedication, anything is
possible.

Wiebe said through resource teacher
Kari Friesen that the award made him
feel good and proud. He said he likes
to keep busy and enjoys being with
his friends at school and work.

“And Benny, if you met him in per-
son, he would just put a smile on your
face,” shared Friesen, who also works
in the life skills area at Morden Col-
legiate.

She noted Wiebe likes being in-
volved in recycling at school as well
as putting up the flag out front. In the
future, he will go to work at Gateway
Resources in Winkler.

“He is a huge part of our school com-
munity here. Every-
body knows who he is.
Everybody sees him in
the hall and meets and
greets him. You can’t
help but smile after
having any interaction

Derksen was cited for
having had a variety
of experiences work-

ing with younger children including
as a babysitter, a counsellor at the
Roseau River Bible Camp, and as a
volunteer in a Grade 1-2 class at Rose-
nort School. In the classroom, she led
small group activities, helped stu-
dents individually, and assisted with
outdoor supervision.

Her citation noted that Derksen is
able to anticipate the needs of stu-
dents and then jump into action with-
out being told, so this made her a
valuable classroom volunteer.

One of her standout qualities is her
drive to overcome adversity. Even
when faced with significant challeng-
es, she is determined to tackle each sit-
uation with a positive mindset while
remaining upbeat and not allowing
setbacks to hinder her progress. This
attitude not only contributes to her
success but also has a positive influ-
ence on those around her.

Her goal is to obtain early childhood
education credentials so she can have
a successful career in a day care.
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Local youth receive Yes | Can awards, scholarships
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SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Above: Morden Collegiate vice
principals Mike Ward and Chris
Chiappetta with Benny Wiebe and
his Yes | Can Award. Right: Rosenort
School's Jessica Derksen receives her
scholarship. Below: Gracie Beckett from
Nellie McClung Collegiate in Manitou
also received a scholarship from the
Manitoba Council for Exceptional
Children.

Derksen offered a brief comment via
email that the support will be vital to
her future plans.

“Getting this scholarship helps me
pursue my dreams in getting into col-
lege so I can do my early childhood
education,” she said. “Working with
kids is something I enjoy doing.”

Beckett was cited for having volun-
teered at such events as a local day
care’s Halloween party and at the
Honey, Garlic and Maple Syrup Festi-
val and also being part of two plays at
the Manitou Opera House.

When she was younger, she enjoyed
giving gifts and support to children
diagnosed with cancer.

Beckett began her journey at Best
Western Plus in Morden as a volun-
teer at the age of 15 and in three years
has grown into a hardworking, ded-
icated, and dependable employee.
Beckett plans to continue to build her
skills at the hotel.

v

Continued on page 6

SHOP AND
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING
OUT DAILY

SuperThrift

/\

HOURS OF OPERATION:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER




4 The Voice Thursday, April 3, 2025

Headway made on Plum Coulee pedestrian bridge

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Plum Coulee is getting closer to
having its long-awaited pedestrian
bridge in place.

After years of planning, appealing
to the government for approval, and
fundraising, headway has finally
been made at the site alongside the
Hespler Drain that cuts the north side
of the community from the south.

A pair of concrete piers have been
installed on either side of the dike—a
sign of things to come, shares com-
mittee member Allen Funk.

“The pilings went down and then
the structure on top of the pilings was
just done,” he said last week. “A cou-
ple of days ago they took the board-
ing off and we’re good to start build-
ing the actual bridge.”

The 37-foot long, six-foot wide
bridge will make it easier and safer
for residents to get from either end of
the community; currently, the official
route requires pedestrians to go the
long way around and walk down a
busy highway.

Given the rate of development in
Plum Coulee’s south side, that’s just

Winkler council approves

By Ashleigh Viveiros

At its March 25 meeting, Winkler
city council unveiled a $28.2 million
financial plan for the year ahead that
will see the average ratepayer’s tax
bill increase by 4.2 per cent.

“We’'ve been working over the last
number of years to try to make sure
that we do the things that we have to
do in order to set Winkler up to be a
financially sustainable community
for the long-term and for us to finish
our projects as we need to,” May-
or Henry Siemens said of the rise in
taxes. “We’ve been careful to try to
minimize those increases as much as
possible, looking at a slow and steady
pace to doing that. And mostly, we're
well on track.”

The request from the Pembina Valley
Water Co-op last year for a sizeable
injection of capital funding from its
members, coupled with several major
capital projects on the go in Winkler
itself, required a slightly higher in-
crease than usual this year, the mayor
noted.

“We’ve been shooting towards that
three per cent-ish number over the
term of our three-year budget to try
to go back to the community carefully
and not ask for too much too quick-

/
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Allen Funk and June Letkeman, pedestrian bridge committee members, in front
of the pillars that have been installed. The hope is to start construction on the

bridge itself this summer.

not safe nor feasible anymore, says
bridge committee chair June Letke-
man.

“Justlook at that new development,”
she said, gesturing to the houses be-
ing built a stone’s throw from the
bridge site. “This is so important. We

ly, but to still allow us to decrease the
amount of time that we put deben-
tures out there and allow us to build
out the three major projects that we're
mid-project on, whether we look at
the wastewater treatment or water
treatment or the arena renovations.

“Those projects are coming along
well, they’re coming along on budget,
on time, but it is still monies being
spent, so we want to make sure that
we allow ourselves room to also fund
our reserves so we're able to repair,
replace, and renew projects as they
need to happen.”

To that end, the city has undertaken
a comprehensive asset management
plan to determine exactly what infra-
structure and equipment it has, how
old it is, and when it might need to
be replaced. The replacement value
across the board is pegged at over
$391M.

That together with the new multi-
year financial plan allows council to
better plan for the future while also
saving $7.8 million in interest by re-
ducing debenture terms to 10 years
from the previous 20.

“That’s an absolutely huge amount
of money that we're able to leave for
the future rather than paying it in in-
terest,” Siemens noted.

really need this bridge.”

“We’ll have instant use on it,” added
Funk.

The committee hopes to begin build-
ing the bridge this summer and to
have it completed and in use some-
time in fall.

But they need to do one more big
fundraising push to get the project
across the finish line.

The entire build comes with a price
tag of about $450,000. They've raised
more than $250,000 so far and have
high hopes that a few sizeable gov-
ernment grants will bring the remain-
ing total down significantly.

“We're thinking if we go to our sup-
porters and we’re able to find about
$100,000 more in donations, that'll do
it,” Funk says.

The community has really thrown
its support behind this project, and
Letkeman is confident this last bit
will be achieved, especially now that
progress can be seen at the site itself.

For $250 you can sponsor a board
on the bridge, with your name recog-
nized at the site in thanks.

“We’ve sold quite a few of those al-
ready,” Letkeman shared, thanking
every donor so far and urging those
who have been considering making a
donation to do so now.

Donations can be made by reaching
out to Letkeman at 204-362-0501 or
Kyle Wiebe at 204-362-4730.

$28.2M budget for 2025

The three-year plan—which calls
for tax increases of 3.30 per cent for
both 2026 and 2027—gives city staff
a much clearer picture of the funding
available when it comes to long-term
strategic planning.

“That long-term planning allows
us to get to a financially sustainable
community that delivers the services
that they need, that our community
wants and desires, at exactly the right
time,” Siemens said. “We're confident
that this is the route to go. It will help
Winkler get to a place that we're able
to do what we need to do when we
need to do it, without coming [to tax-
payers] for a really big ask in any giv-
en year.”

The 2025 budget sees the mill rate
decrease from 13.967 to 13.315. But be-
cause it's an assessment year, proper-
ty values have gone up, which means
the city will take in about $17.2 mil-
lion (61 per cent of its revenue for the
year) even with the lower mill rate.

For a residential home previously
assessed at $300,000 but now valued
at $330,600, municipal taxes will in-
crease $95.33 to $1,980, a 5.06 per cent
increase. Taxpayers will also pay a
$160 waste fee and $91 for the city’s
health care funding special levy for a
total tax bill of $2,231.

Meanwhile, a commercial proper-
ty valued at $1 million last year but
$1.077M this year is looking at a tax
bill of $9,321, a 2.67 per cent increase
of $242. Commercial ratepayers also
pay the $91 health care funding levy.

WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

From the operating budget of $28.2
million, a full 23 per cent goes to re-
serves, 17 per cent to fund the police
department, 14 per cent to recreation
and culture, 11 per cent to both ad-
ministration and transportation costs,
10 per cent for fiscal services, four per
cent to waste disposal, and three per
cent each to the fire, planning, and
economic departments.

The $4.5M utilities budget covers
several major capital expenditures,
including a much-needed new vac-
uum truck, well replacements, and
$1.47M for the ongoing manhole res-
toration project.

Other expenditures for the year
ahead include $693,000 on equip-
ment (including a new sand truck
and a truck for the fire department)
and $1.6M on transportation/drain-
age projects, including the renewal of

Continued on page 5



Home Routes tour looking for
venues in Morden-Winkler

By Lorne Stelmach

The people behind a grassroots music move-
ment and are going strong and hoping to ex-
pand their footprint in southern Manitoba.

Home Routes/Chemin Chez Nous was
founded in 2007 with the aim of building more
infrastructure for folk and roots musicians to
play in more communities across Canada.

It is being achieved by partnering with local
community members to create a network of
hosts across the country who donate their time
and homes or find appropriate venues to host
music events in intimate and unique settings.

“We would love to
have a host in Morden
and Winkler ... maybe
half of the season could
be in Morden, half could
be in Winkler,” specu-
lated Leonard Podolak,
one of the lead organiz-
ers.

Since 2007, it is esti-
mated Home Routes
has been involved with
close to 12,000 concerts
in 50-plus communities across Canada involv-
ing over 1,100 touring artists.

What makes Home Routes special is it of-
fers a rare chance to experience live music in
a cozy, welcoming setting, creates opportuni-
ties for audiences to connect personally with
artists, and supports musicians by providing
guaranteed performance fees and well-orga-
nized tour routes.

Its success relies on dedicated community
members who open their homes or small ven-
ues to host artists and create unforgettable live
music experiences, said Podolak, as they seek
to expand and draw music lovers to join their
network.

“We're working mostly in communities that
are sort of off the typical beaten path,” he said.
“It's a rare opportunity to discover something
new and to bring the community together.”

Itis a good opportunity for the artists as well,
Podolak noted. The tours draw on talent with
varying levels of success and achievements
and a wide range of styles.

“We work with artists who have been there
and also artists who are going there,” he said.
“We work with artists from all across Canada
and sometimes around the world.”

There is something special about the feel-

> BUDGET, FROM PC. 4

Main St. (the adjacent parts of it, at least, that
the city are responsible for, as it's a provin-
cially-owned roadway), Crystal Cres., and
the city’s bike path system.

Speaking to that last project, Siemens noted
the plan is to finish extending the Winkler
system to connect east of town with the Re-

“OUR HOSTS ARE COMMUNITY
VOLUNTEERS.
CONTRIBUTION THAT YOU CAN
MAKE TO YOUR COMMUNITY."

.. IT'S AHUGE

ing and the vibe around the shows being in a
smaller setting.

“It's mostly in houses, in people’s private
homes, which creates a completely different
and way more intimate setting for a concert ...
everybody is all in the room there together,”
Podolak said. “Our hosts are community vol-
unteers who are doing all of this work. It is a
huge contribution that you can make to your
community.

“It's more than just moving the furniture—
you have to spread the word in town. It’s a bit
of ajob, but it's rewarding ... we like to say it’s
like you're back stage.”

Deandra Braun, events
and activities co-ordinator
at The Gardens on Tenth
in Altona, noted they have
been involved with the
Home Routes tours for the

ast two seasons and also
before the pandemic.

“The Home Routes shows
have been great. We have
a crowd of 25 to 35 peo-
ple usually, and there’s a
variety of different music
genres that come through, which is also great.
They stay in our guest suite for the night and
have supper and breakfast in our facility.

“It's a great way to have music from across
Canada and the world come through and
share their music,” Braun added.

“Being a Home Routes host feels fantastic.
We are bringing incredible artists to rural lo-
cations and this is huge. Be it living rooms or
small venues, we are thrilled to be a part of
this,” said Pamela Cavers of United Commu-
nity Arts in Pilot Mound, where they share
the concert season with a couple of other local
communities including Baldur, Cypress River,
and Cartwright.

QUITE A LINEUP

Podolak shared that they have had a great
lineup of performers this season so far.

The most recent tour in March featured Gang-
spil in Pilot Mound and Altona. The act took
audiences on an entertaining journey through
the traditions of Danish folk music, including
old dance tunes and songs from every corner
of their Scandinavian home country.

Up next is fiddler Olivia Barrett and harpist
Ellen Gibling performing old and new folk

infeld path.

“That’s part of making sure that we have as
much active trail network as we can, and to
expand it where we can and renew it where
it needs to be renewed,” he said.

The full budget presentation is available on
the City of Winkler’s YouTube channel.
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Artists Olivia Barrett and Ellen Gibling perform the Home Routes
tour in April, including a stop in Altona April 10.

music. They take the stage April 10 in Altona.
“What a wonderful group of musicians across so many

genres ... the season will be diverse ... it’s a real smorgasbord,”
said Podolak.

Continued on page 9

Spring flood outlook
remains low to moderate

By Voice staff

Manitoba is looking at a low-to-moderate risk of spring
flooding, the provincial forecast centre announced last week.

As always, extreme weather conditions over the next few
weeks could change things, but right now the Manitoba
Transportation and Infrastructure’s Hydrologic Forecast
Centre advises that most Manitoba lakes are expected to be
within desired operating ranges after the spring runoff, mak-
ing the risk of flooding there low.

A moderate risk of flooding is in effect for the Assiniboine
River main stem from Russell to Brandon, Souris River,
Qu’Appelle River, and Interlake region (including the Fisher
River and Icelandic River).

A low /minor flood risk is in effect for the Red River, Pembi-
na River, Rat River, Roseau River, Winnipeg River, Saskatche-
wan River, Churchill River, Carrot River and Swan River, and
the Whiteshell Lakes area.

The system that brought snow to much of central and south-
ern Manitoba last weekend was factored into this outlook,
the centre noted.

Depending on precipitation over the coming weeks, min-
imal operation of the Red River Floodway and the Portage
Diversion may be necessary. The Shellmouth Dam is being
operated in consultation with the Shellmouth Dam liaison
committee to provide storage capacity for reservoir inflows
to reduce flooding downstream as well as ensure a sufficient
reservoir level for recreation and water supply.

Ice-cutting and breaking activities have been completed on
the Red and Icelandic rivers and were slated taking place on
Fisher River last week.

As warmer weather sets in, Manitobans are advised to stay
off the ice on waterways, rivers, and retention ponds.
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Context is everythmg

How easy is it to look around us and
become pessimistic?

We continue to see global conflict
and death with no sign of end. There
is fear, uncertainty, and doubt every-
where. Prices are rising in the face of
massive tectonic political and eco-
nomic shifts around the world, and
people are quick to blame with little
real information.

Ugh. One s
tempted to believe
we live in the worst
of times.

Once this temp-
tation falls on me I
take a deep breath
and work hard to
find things to be
thankful of.

I'm thankful T am
not my grandpar-
ents, who fled the anti-Jewish po-
groms in Russia in the early 1900s that
saw thousands of Jews, men, wom-
en, and children murdered and their
property stolen.

I'm thankful I'm not my grandfather,
who sat as a tail gunner in RAF Lan-
caster bombers through the entirety
of WW2 after joining at the tender age
of 18. A role that had an average lifes-
pan of two weeks.

I'm thankful I'm not my mum, who,
at the young age of 17, homeless and
placed in an asylum as was the prac-
tice then when there were no foster
homes available, was subjected to

SR
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By Peter
Cantelon

electroshock therapy because,
some reason, she was sad.

I know this falls into the “it could be
worse” category but, frankly, it could
be worse—substantially worse.

I live in what I consider the greatest
country on earth. I have free health-
care; I own a home and two cars. I
have an awesome job. I have incred-
ible children and the most amazing,
loving wife a guy could ask for.

For me, things could be far worse.

In 2011 Harvard psychologist Ste-
ven Pinker asserted in his book The
Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Vi-
olence Has Declined, that humans are
currently living in the most peaceful
time in our entire history. Right now.

This is hopeful.

It is not so hopeful to the Palestinian
living in Gaza or the mother of an Is-
raeli hostage. It is not so hopeful for
the family whose young son is fight-
ing on the front lines in Ukraine or
those currently suffering devastation
in Syria and elsewhere certainly.

> AWARDS, FROM PG. 3

“Gracie is an extraordinary young
lady, and her journey is an inspira-
tion to all who meet her,” her mother
Elizabeth shared in commenting on
Beckett’s behalf. “Whether it’s hand-
ing out homemade cards and gifts
to children at St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital or celebrating her
remarkable 15-year milestone of be-
ing cancer-free by raising donations
for the Candlelighters Childhood
Cancer Support Group, Gracie’s
generosity knows no bounds.

“She finds joy in giving back to her
community, and her actions speak
volumes about her character. De-
spite the challenges she has faced,

But for me, for many, things could
be substantially worse.

The point? My anxiety. My angst
and fear. These things feel real, but
they could easily be relegated to the
category of “first world problems”
and I need to reflect on that before
diving into the deep end of hopeless-
ness.

Heck, even within Canada things
are not so bad for me. I mean, I know
someone paying almost $2,500 a
month rent for a one-bedroom apart-
ment outside of Toronto. By compari-
son, Manitoba is far more affordable.

I'm not saying “stop being sad” be-
cause frankly that kind of statement is
wildly unhelpful. I am saying take a
look around you and cast your vision
further afield than your living room
to build some context around your
sad.

Find that thin golden thread of hope
we all need, whatever (or whomever)
it is, and hang onto it like it’s a life-
line.

Gracie has never let adversity dim
her light,” Elizabeth said. “Gracie’s
path has not always been easy, espe-
cially when it comes to learning. Yet,
through perseverance, an incredible
team of educators and an unwaver-
ing positive attitude, she has over-
come each obstacle,” she continued.
“She has worked incredibly hard,
not only to overcome her personal
challenges but also to help others
along the way.

“Receiving this scholarship is a tes-
tament to her dedication, persever-
ance and selflessness. Gracie is truly
proud of what she’s accomplished,
and so is everyone who has had the
privilege of witnessing her growth.”

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.
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By Lorne Stelmach

Former Portage-Lisgar MP Candice
Bergen was able to hand out many
honours during her time serving in
Parliament, but she instead was now
the recipient of one.

Bergen was among the recipients of
the King Charles III Coronation Med-
als presented recently by Manitoba
senator Don Plett.

The award was in recognition of her
service that included serving as an
MP from 2008 to 2023 as well as tak-
ing on the role of interim leader of the
Conservative Party and the leader of
the Opposition from February to Sep-
tember 2022.

“It was a lovely surprise ... I was
very happy and excited ... it was ob-
viously an honour,” said Bergen, who
now calls Winnipeg home.

“I've given away a number of differ-
ent medals. The Queen’s Diamond Ju-
bilee Medal I gave when I was a MP,
and I gave away the Queen’s Plati-

num Medal,” she recalled. “But now,
being retired, to be on the receiving
end was really lovely.

“It's very kind and gratifying, and
I felt quite honoured by it all,” Ber-
gen said, recalling that presenting the
platinum medals was one of her last
official events before retiring from
elected office.

“So many people do so many things
to contribute to our community and
our province, so it’s wonderful to be
able to give,” she said. “They say to
be able to give is better than to re-
ceive, but receiving one was pretty
nice as well.”

Bergen added it was also special to
receive it from Plett.

“He was there when I was helping
the party back together and was able
to shepherd us through a pretty diffi-
cult time, so him recognizing what I
did in that way ... he really saw it as a
service not just to our party but to the
country, who needed a strong opposi-
tion at that time.”
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Former Portage-Lisgar MP honoured

Bergen takes pride in her time in of-
fice and her service to the country.

“When I think about it, I go, wow,
I can’t believe a girl from Morden,
Manitoba ended up being the leader
of the official opposition,” she said,
noting that she was actually the last
leader of Her Majesty’s Royal Oppo-
sition and then the first leader of His
Majesty’s Royal Opposition.

“Ilook back fondly at that time,” she
said. “Obviously, being a Member of
Parliament was a great honour, and
I was happy to be able to serve Por-
tage-Lisgar.

“A lot happened over the course of
being an MP, but then being able to be
the leader during that very difficult
tumultuous time in the party, in the
country ... the emergencies act was
being invoked ... people were very
upset,” said Bergen.

“I was able to bring my party back
together, come back to our Conserva-
tive principles, which was so import-
ant for our party to get back to what
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Candice Bergenreceived the coronation
medal from Senator Don Plett.

we believed as Conservatives ... and
then be an effective and strong op-
position ... I held Justin Trudeau to
account and did it with a really great
team behind me.”

Winkler chamber announces business award winners

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler and District Chamber
of Commerce is shining a spotlight
on five local businesses and organiza-
tions with its 2025 P.W. Enns Business
Awards.

“For all of the awards, the nomina-
tions come in from the community,”
said chamber executive director Tan-
ya Chateauneuf. “So these are out-
standing businesses that the commu-
nity has selected.

“They’re outstanding in many dif-
ferent areas ... how they contribute to
our community and give back, their
workplace culture and how they treat
their employees, and then also the ex-
perience from the customer’s point of
view as well.”

The winners include:

* Business Excellence Award: Tri
Koating Inc. This family-owned and
operated business provides power
coating, manufacturing, and assem-
bly services to the area. Since 2013,
they’ve grown from 6,600 square feet
to 56,000 sq. ft., operating three paint
lines and one of the largest custom

powder coating ovens in Manitoba.

* Business Builder Award: Mul-
ligans Restaurant. This restaurant
serves as a complement to the Win-
kler Centennial Golf Course, offering
everything from burgers and fries to
fine dining courtesy of owner Andrea
Thiessen and chef Nathan Pelser and
their dedicated staff.

e Community Builder Award: The
Property Brokers Real Estate Group
Inc. Realtors Wes Harder and Tim
Friesen started up this real estate
company from scratch, bringing to-
gether over 25 years of experience in
the industry when they did so. Today
have become a fixture in the Winkler
area real estate market.

* Customer Service Award: EMCO
Corporation. Founded in Ontario in
1906, this company is one of the old-
est members of the construction mar-
ket in Canada. They are one of the na-
tion’s largest integrated distributors
of construction products, providing
top-level customer service in each of
their local branches.

* Non-Profit Service Award: Katie
Cares. Through the Katie’s Cottage

respite home, this charity provides a
home away from home for families
who need to be close to the hospital
while a loved one receives care. They
also provide teddy bears and care
packages to child patients.

The awards will be presented at
a gala taking place the evening of
Wednesday, May 14 at the Buttercup
Celebration Hall.

HONOURING EXCELLENCE

Taking time to celebrate the accom-
plishments of Winkler businesses
is important to the chamber, Cha-
teauneuf noted.

“Over the last few years, the busi-
ness community has struggled with
many different challenges, and they
continue to do so,” she said. “So I
think it's important to sit back and
say, ‘Hey, what are we doing right?
How can we celebrate that?’

“It's also a way to bring our com-
munity together, so we work with
our sponsors to put on this event.
We definitely wouldn’t be able to do
it without them, so we're grateful to

our sponsors who help us celebrate
these businesses awards for our com-
munity.”

The chamber is trying something
new with this year’s gala, as there
will not be a guest speaker.

“We're really putting a huge focus
on celebrating the award recipients,”
Chateauneuf explained. “And we're
doing a four-course dinner, which is
a little unique for us, adding a course
in there and creating a real food expe-
rience as well.”

There will also be local entertain-
ment, though those details were still
being firmed up at press time.

Tickets are $150 each, plus tax,
and can be reserved online at
winklerchamber.com/events or by
emailing  admin@winklerchamber.
com.

All are welcome to attend, chamber
member or not.

“We really want this evening to be
about celebrating, about everyone
having a good time, and the oppor-
tunity to network and really connect
with people around the table,” Cha-
teauneuf said.

Vozce
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Multiple programs for the visually impaired
are looking for local volunteers

By Lorne Stelmach

The Canadian National Institute for
the Blind (CNIB) visited Morden and
Winkler last week to not only raise
awareness but also with the hope of
recruiting volunteers.

Ultimately, the organization would
love to see a support group in place in
the area for those who are either blind
or with low vision.

“We had done a Mobile Hub out
in Steinbach ... and the feedback we
received from that is about trying to
set up a group or reestablish a group
so that people have more of a regu-
lar peer support,” said Ben Neufeld,
who is Vision Mate co-ordinator and
Mobile Hub co-ordinator for CNIB in
Manitoba. “The same thing is true in
the Morden and Winkler context ...
you want folks to have common spac-
es where they can gather together and
share their challenges.

“With any group, it really hinges a
lot on who the facilitators are ... if they
really make people feel welcome.”

Neufeld touched on the Mobile
Hub, which is an initiative to bring
awareness of the CNIB resources and
services available to people and fami-
lies living with vision loss.

Visits to communities like Morden
and Winkler also serve to help CNIB
and Neufeld make connections in the
community while also promoting the
Vision Mate program.

“I'm just going around Morden and
chatting with folks and getting a bet-
ter understanding of the community,”
he said.

There are volunteer virtual and
in-person opportunities available for
those who want to get involved.

“The virtual is having routine phone
calls with someone who's blind or
low vision,” Neufeld explained, “and
the classic would be helping someone
in their home or out in the communi-
ty doing different things like assisting
them in getting groceries or stopping
by for a social visit ... going for a walk,
kind of whatever they want to get up
to,” he said.

“I like people to match for about
two hours in a given week,” he add-
ed, noting it doesn’t need to take that
much time to make a real difference in
a person’s life.

The key to the whole process is
building a relationship with the cli-
ents.

“I think the important thing is to let
people know they’re not alone in their
challenges and that there’s a broader
network that they can connect to,”
Neufeld said. “And as an organiza-
tion, we have some different supports
to try to reach people and then ex-
panding that to reach more Manito-
bans.”

To learn more about volunteering or
CNIB programming, head to cnib.ca.

What's 7¢/story?

Call 204-325-6888




Stanley Soil reports
on a busy year

By Lorne Stelmach

The past year was another busy one
for the Stanley Soil Management As-
sociation.

From selling and planting trees to
dealing with a notorious noxious
weed, the association continues to be
busy and see continued growth and
interest.

“There’simportant work being done,
and it’s a lot of interesting work,” said
technician Richard Warkentin follow-
ing the association’s annual meeting
last Friday.

One of their most significant ven-
tures each year is tree planting as well
as their maintenance and care.

“We planted 19 miles of trees, and
we planted eight miles of trees in
gaps,” Warkentin said, estimating
over 18,000 trees were planted across
the region.

“One of the biggest projects that
we did was we also participated in
a project at Swan Lake First Nation.
We were involved in the planting of
over 22,000 trees on a 60 acres piece of
property,” he said, noting they were
mostly planted by machine but some
had to be done by hand.

“It was a time consuming project. It

was a major plantation that we were
involved with there,” Warkentin said,
noting it also involved both the Pem-
bina Valley and Redboine watershed
districts.

In addition, there were various other
planting projects across a large area of
southern Manitoba with over a dozen
sites involved.

“The biggest one was about five
miles of trees that we planted at a site
near Letellier.”

In addition, tree sales involved al-
most 40,000 trees being sold to over 60
customers. About 45 per cent of these
trees were planted at Pembina Valley
Watershed District sites.

“One of their big programs is the
shelterbelt planting,” shared Warken-
tin. “We have become more of a tree
supplier, and last year we actually
sold approximately 40,000 trees, and
almost 18,000 of those trees were sup-
plied to Pembina Valley Watershed
District projects.”

Meanwhile, another significant on-
going project revolves around diffuse
knapweed, which is rated as a tier one
noxious weed and is located in a par-
ticular area of the RM of Stanley.

“And it's the only place in all of
Manitoba where this noxious weed is
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Stanley Soil Management Association staffers were kept busy this past year

across the region.

found, and tier one means if you see
it, you have to destroy it,” Warkentin
said. “It's got the potential of becom-
ing a real problem ... we try to contain
it.

“We spent basically one day doing
some cursory scouting, and we found
so many plants,” he added. “It’s con-
cerning that this diffuse knapweed
seems to be increasing, and we’ll have
to raise more awareness. The land-
owner is the biggest part and needs to
be aware of it.

“This year was worse. I've never re-
ally seen as much in all the years that
I've been monitoring it. We have to be
more diligent in getting it.”

Finally, Warkentin said some of his
time is also devoted to raising aware-

ness, particularly with youth.

“We got some funding through the
Two Billion Tree Program to make
school presentations,” he said, noting
they also have a presence at various
festivals and events such as Arbor
Day in Morden. “I did quite a few
school presentations on the value of
trees. That was kind of fun to do ...
and we handed out some trees.”

At the AGM, guest speaker David
Scott of Swan Lake First Nations
touched on a youth environmental
training program. The goal is to bring
aboriginal and non-aboriginal youth
together in land-based environmental
training through both Ojibwe teach-
ings and western science.

Morden Festival of the Arts April sessions coming up

By Voice staff

Trails, and Minnewasta School through the day

Tuesday.

band room.

a band session starting at 9 a.m. in the Morden Collegiate

The Morden Festival of the Arts continues this
month for the final sessions of its 50th year.

The vocal and choral takes place April 14-15 at
Morden Mennonite Church with vocal Monday
at 9 am. and 1:30 p.m. then choral Tuesday at
9:15 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

There will be solos and duets as well as choirs
from J.R. Walkof School, Morden Collegiate,
Ecole Morden Middle School, Ecole Discovery

> HOME ROUTES, FROM PG. 5

Performers have also sung the praises of
Home Routes.

“Whenever I tour this way, I learn so much
about people and how to put on a strong solo
show,” shared musician Shari Ulrich. “It’s sin-
gle-handedly responsible for me being a much
better performer. I think Home Routes is the
greatest friend to artists, audiences and Can-
ada.”

“The beauty of Home Routes is the audience
is so appreciative and supportive,” said sing-

Next then will be French and English speech
arts April 22-23 at 9:30 a.m., 1:15 p.m., and 7
p.m. Tuesday and 9 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. Wednes-
day at the Morden Alliance Church.

There will be solos, duets, trios and quartets
as well as 10 speech choirs participating from
EMMS and Discovery Trails in both French and
English.

On that Wednesday, April 23, there will also be

er-songwriter William Prince. “Playing two
full sets for a house of people is incredible.
You can feel the response without amplifica-
tion, and you're not fighting anyone in the
room for your place.

“Time spent with music lovers who cook
real meals and open their homes as a haven of
rest—it’s a beautiful journey. Home Routes is
a treasure and tremendous support in keeping
live music thriving and artists driving.”

To learn more about hosting a Home Routes
show, head to their website: www.homer-
outes.ca.

The finale of the festival will be the highlights concert
Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m. at Westside Community Church
with performances recommended by the adjudicators of
each discipline throughout the festival season. Admission
is by donation.

Awards will be presented to many festival participants,
with some recommended to represent the local festival at
the provincial level. The 2025 Loreena McKennitt Award
will also be presented to a festival participant judged to
have reached a level of excellence in his or her musical
studies and who plans to continue studies and pursue a
career in the performing arts.

MORRIS « CARMAN
ST. PIERRE - ST. ADOLPHE
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New manager launching season at Altona Community Garden

By Lori Penner

As spring approaches, excitement
is growing at the Altona Community
Garden, where a new season of plant-
ing and community building is about
to begin.

This year, the garden welcomes a
fresh face at the helm: Joel Martin,
who is taking on the role of garden
manager. With a passion for organi-
zation and community engagement,
Martin is already hard at work ensur-

- )

N J

ACAN PHOTO
Joel Martin is the new manager of the
Altona Community Garden.

ing that everything runs smoothly for
returning and new gardeners alike.

Located east of the Millennium Ex-
hibition Centre, the Altona Commu-
nity Garden offers 180 plots for local
residents to cultivate their own veg-
etables, herbs, and flowers. The regis-
tration process has been streamlined
this year, with Martin introducing on-
line registration. Returning gardeners
are given priority, followed by those
on the waiting list.

“We used to have people come to the
mall,” Martin explains. “Now we’re
using an online form, and I'm also
reaching out by email or phone.”

While managing registrations has
been his first big task, Martin is also
introducing new initiatives to sup-
port a sense of community within the
garden, including launching a vol-
unteer-based program called Garden
Ambassadors. These volunteers will
be present at the garden to offer guid-
ance, answer questions, and help new
gardeners settle in.

“They’ll be assigned certain areas
of the garden, and we’re working on
providing either a vest or a name tag
so people know who they are,” says
Martin. “Since I can’t always be on-
site, having these ambassadors will
give more access to people in the gar-
den, especially newcomers.”

Another exciting development this
year is the availability of accessible
garden plots, designed for individu-
als with mobility challenges. These
raised beds are table-height, eliminat-
ing the need for bending or kneeling.

“You can just sit on a walker or stand
while working, and water access will
be right there,” Martin explains. “Last
year, only two gardeners used them
because they weren't fully completed
yet, but this year we’ll have 10 avail-
able.”

Meanwhile, garden plots are still
available for the upcoming season,
though spaces are filling up fast.

“Right now, I might have 20 plots
open, but I'm sure they’ll all be taken
soon,” says Martin. “If we don’t have
enough new gardeners, there are al-
ways people who would love a sec-
ond plot.”

A full plot costs $25, a half plot is
$12.50, and an accessible plot is $10.
These fees include access to essential
gardening resources such as compost,
tools, a rototiller, and water. Addi-
tionally, thanks to the generosity of
Elmer’s Manufacturing, brand-new
bicycle racks will be installed this
spring for those who prefer to cycle to
the garden.

Beyond the garden plots, Martin is
also managing the adjacent commu-

nity orchard, which is set to expand
this year.

“We're planting our first two or three
rows of fruit trees and building a path
that will connect the garden through
the orchard to the northern recre-
ational trail,” he says. “We're hoping
to establish a volunteer base to help
maintain the orchard with work bees
once a month.”

The orchard’s development includes
the installation of a drip irrigation
system, which will make watering the
trees more efficient.

“Just getting the trees in the ground
will be exciting, and the trail will be
a big addition,” Martin adds. “We'll
also be bringing water from the gar-
den into the orchard to support the
new plantings.”

To help fund these projects, the com-
munity is invited to a special fund-
raiser event on May 10 at The Com-
munity Exchange. Dubbed “Fruit
Jam,” this event will feature live mu-
sic, food, a raffle, and a silent auction
for a handmade quilt. Musical per-
formances will include Callum Mor-
rison, the W.C. Miller Chamber Choir,
and the Martin Trio.

For more information, or to inquire
about available plots, you can contact
Martin at jmmanitoba@protonmail.
com or call 204-216-1826.

Altona budget aims to balance strategic growth with fiscal caution

By Lori Penner

The Town of Altona has released its financial plan for
2025, focusing on strategic investments and fiscal respon-
sibility to enhance community services while managing
tax implications for residents.

The municipal tax levy for 2025 is set at $6,021,037, mark-
ing a net increase of $225,371, or 3.89 per cent, compared
to the previous year. This rise includes a supplemental tax
increase of $122,326, resulting from new properties and re-
assessments following renovations.

In light of the recent property reassessment by the Pro-
vincial Assessment Branch, Altona’s municipal mill rate

Pickup &4 Community
Weekly News at

will decrease by 7.61 per cent, from 19.70 to
18.20.

Property assessments have seen an average in-
crease of 12.5 per cent in Altona, with residential
properties experiencing a 15.7 per cent rise and
commercial properties a 9.5 per cent uptick.

Individual tax bills will vary based on proper-
ty assessments. Mayor Harv Schroeder encour-
aged residents and business owners to review
their assessments and understand how they im-
pact their taxes.

“An increase in assessment does not necessar-
ily equate to higher taxes,” he noted. “If your
property has increased in assessed value by
more than the average in Altona, your taxes
may increase.

The 2025 budget projects total revenues of
$11,135,223, with property taxes contributing
54.1 per cent of this amount. This marks a de-
crease from the previous year’s revenue of just
over $12 million. Schroeder attributed this re-
duction to the absence of one-time funding re-
ceived in the prior year.

“We had some extra basket funding last year,
so that brought it up,” he explained.

The capital budget is set at $2,435,100, focusing
on several key projects. These include invest-
ment in a new mini pumper truck for Altona/
Rhineland Emergency Services, continuing im-
provements to local infrastructure, acquisition
of a new tractor for the public works depart-

ment, purchase of land for a future shop, pro-
curement of a new police truck to support law
enforcement operations, and a $100,000 com-
mitment to the Kiddie Sunshine Centre child-
care project as part of a 10-year pledge.

Additionally, $45,000 is allocated for a public
transportation pilot project in partnership with
Community Exchange, and $137,500 is desig-
nated for various research initiatives, including
an Urban Forest Management strategy, Climate
Risk Assessment and Adaptation Plan, Centre
Avenue Active Transportation Corridor Finan-
cial Plan, and a local history research project.

Schroeder highlighted the importance of these
strategic initiatives, stating, “Under our strate-
gic plan, we're committed to supporting eco-
nomic development, and growing a sustainable
community.”

Despite these investments, certain projects
have been deferred, such as the Cemetery Per-
petual Care Plan, Van Gogh painting restora-
tion, and renovations to the Golden West Plaza
space formerly occupied by the Altona library.
Schroeder explained that these decisions were
made to ensure fiscal responsibility amid eco-
nomic uncertainties.

“We were very mindful as we made this year’s
budget. We still don’t know what the implica-
tions are going to be with the tariffs.”

Continued on page 20
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Prairie Roots and Wings: A journey through time and continents

By Lori Penner

For Philippe Sabourin, writing his book Prairie Roots and
Wings was a deeply personal endeavor.

Initially, he set out to share his experiences with his
grandchildren, hoping to offer them a glimpse into his life
and the lessons he had learned. But when the book was
completed, it had evolved into something much more: a
memoir, a travelogue, and a reflection on history, culture,
and human connection.

Published by FriesenPress earlier this year, Prairie Roots
and Wings chronicles Sabourin’s upbringing in the Red
River Valley, his extensive travels across four continents,
and the values that have shaped his perspective on life.
The book also delves into the history of Mennonites and
Francophones who arrived in southern Manitoba in 1876
after a perilous voyage across the Great Lakes.

Sabourin, a retired professional agrologist, brings a
wealth of knowledge to his storytelling. His background
ensures that the book is rich with accurate information,
particularly about agriculture, food production, and envi-
ronmental issues. But beyond the facts, he hopes to inspire
readers with a powerful message, one that is best encap-
sulated in the Zulu word ubuntu, which translates to “hu-
manity to others.”

“I think in today’s world, it’s an important message,” Sa-
bourin says.

Born in 1950 on a mixed farm near St. Jean, Sabourin
grew up with a deep appreciation for the land. He later
pursued a university education in agriculture, joining the
family business, Sabourin Seed Service, as a young man.

Over the years, he worked in agricultural engineering,
opened a consulting firm, and even spent a decade as a
teacher’s aide and substitute teacher with the Division
Scolaire Franco-Manitobaine.

His book offers insights into rural life, making it a valu-
able read for urban audiences interested in understanding
the agricultural world. But it also speaks to those with a
passion for travel, as Sabourin’s adventures take center
stage throughout much of the narrative.

At 24, he embarked on his first major international trip,
spending three months exploring South America, includ-
ing the Galdpagos Islands and Machu Picchu. That jour-
ney was only the beginning.

Over the years, Sabourin’s travels have taken him across
the globe. In Rwanda, he learned about the country’s
tragic history and marveled at the wild mountain goril-
las. In Botswana, he explored the Okavango Delta and met
the San people of the Kalahari Desert. His journeys have
also brought him to Tahiti, New Zealand, Australia, and
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Author Philippe Sabourin with his new book.

a three-and-a-half-month tour of Asia, where
he visited Indonesia including Bali and Borneo,
Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Thailand, and Laos.

From the vast plains of the Serengeti in Tan-
zania to the breathtaking Iguazu Falls in Brazil
and Argentina, his experiences have given him
a profound appreciation for the beauty and di-
versity of the world. But, above all, his travels

have reinforced a simple truth: people every-
where share the same fundamental desires to be
happy and avoid suffering.

In addition to personal stories and travel ex-
periences, Prairie Roots and Wings explores the
history of the Francophone community in Man-
itoba.

Continued on page 20

14th Annual Winter Carnival & Fundraiser

sponsors for making it a success!

Spring Fling Vendor & Craft Market

vendors.

Spring is in the Air

May21st.

Morris Curling Club

available. To book a time, email:

more info visit www.curlingtraining.ca

A Message from your Emergency
Coordinator team

Thank you to everyone who attended the 14th
Annual Winter Carnival, and a big thank you to all our

One of the largest markets in Southern Manitoba
with crafters, bakers, and home-based businesses.
Join us for the Spring Fling Vendor & Craft Market
on May 3rd, from 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Morris
Multiplex with free admission, canteen, & over 65

Time to clean out the garage and get ready for the
Morris Town Wide Garage Sale, Saturday May 24th
from 9:00-3:00. To add your sale to the town garage
sale map email recreation@townofmorris.ca or call
204-746-2832 ext. 1105 to register no later than
May 19th. Maps will be available at the Town office,
on social media and various locations in town by

Escape the winter blues and have fun at Manitoba’s
only year-round Curling Training Center. CCTC winter
membership U25 - $40(plus GST) 25 plus S$50(plus
GST). Incredible value for 3 months of World Class
Ice, training equipment, and trained coaches. Also
includes unlimited time on Cdn rock thrower, all
members receive a free t-shirt. School Packages

manager@

morriscurlingclub.com or call 204-746-2271. For

The first full week of May is normally Emergency
Preparedness Week in Canada. That means it will
be May 4 - 10 this year. So, what does this mean to
you? You and your family need to be prepared. This
link from Get Prepared Canada will take you to an
excellent resource on how to make sure that you
are prepared:https://www.getprepared.gc.ca/cnt/

rsrcs/pblctns/yprprdnssgd/index-en.aspx

TOWN OF MORRIS

Home of the Manitoba Stampede

Box 28 Morris, Manitoba ROG 1KO | Phone: 204-746-2531 | Fax: 204-746-6009 | Email: info@ownofmorris.ca

Save the Dates
Committee as a Whole
e March 13
e April 10
e May 8

Town Council Meeting
e March 27
e April 24
e May 22

Spring Fling Vendor & Craft Market
e May 3

Annual Vaccination Clinic
e April 26

Town Compost Weekly Service Resumes
e May 7

Town Wide Garage Sale
e May 24

Giveaway Day
e May 25

Town Wide Clean up
* May 26 — May 28 — Zone 1
e May 28 — May 30 — Zone 2

Swimming Lesson Registration
e April 24 — Town of Morris Residents
e April 25 — Out of Area

Town Office Closed
e April 18-Good Friday
e April 21-Easter Monday
e May 19-Victoria Day

Rumble in the Valley
¢ June 6th & 7th — Tickets on sale at
https://valleyag.ca
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SILENCE is @

End bullying in schools bullys best friend

YOUR VOICE CAN STOP ABULLY!

Over the years, concerns have been
growing about finding effective
ways to end bullying in schools.
The key is to adopt a unified and
proactive approach. Here are some
ways to do this:

e Promote a school culture that
doesn’t tolerate bullying
e Provide tools to help students
develop empathy and social skills
¢ Create communication campai-
gns to encourage reporting
¢ Intervene quickly and  consis-
tently in bullying situations Are you the parent of a child’s school and consider
e Establish clear sanctions for bul- school-age child? Find out joining a committee dedi-
lies, like restorative action, more about the anti-bul- cated to preventing bul-
detention, suspension or expul- lying initiatives at your lying.
sion
e Involve parents, students, school
staff and management in deve-
loping prevention strategies
¢ Rigorously follow up on actions
taken to ensure their effectiveness

Werds are Peweriul

GCARMAN Our differences make us unique.

VETERINARY Together, they make us strong!
GLINIC

204-745-3127 Western School Division
1-195 Main St S Rooted in Caring;

W@O@@ Committed to Learning
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Marking Epilepsy
Awareness Month

By Lorne Stelmach

Purple was the colour of the day last
Wednesday for the annual epilepsy
awareness campaign.

March was Epilepsy Awareness
Month, and March 26 was Purple Day
as a means to help make more people
aware that epilepsy impacts 23,000
people in Manitoba alone.

“We're just trying to promote under-
standing as much as possible,” said
Chris Kullman, who not only lives
with epilepsy but is also vice-presi-
dent of the Epilepsy and Seizure As-
sociation of Manitoba.

“Epilepsy is a significant condition
that people have, and it's important
to understand it. There can be a big
stigma around it,” he suggested. “It’s
important that people understand
whatitis, how you getit ... there’s still
a lot of myths out there about it.”

Epilepsy is a brain condition that
causes recurring seizures. In some
people the cause can be identified, but
for others it's unknown.

Seizure symptoms can also vary
widely. Some people may lose aware-
ness during a seizure, while others
don’t. Some people stare blankly for
a few seconds during a seizure, while
others may repeatedly twitch their
arms or legs as convulsions.

Having a single seizure doesn’t
mean you have epilepsy, which is
diagnosed if you've had at least two
unprovoked seizures at least 24 hours
apart.

Treatment with medicines or some-
times surgery can control seizures
for most people with epilepsy. Some
require lifelong treatment, while for
others, seizures go away. Some chil-
dren with epilepsy may outgrow the
condition.

The prevalence rate is about 1 in 100
Canadians—roughly 300,000 peo-

ple. Of those, 42,000 are children and
youth. An estimated 54 new cases are
diagnosed every day—about 20,000
Canadians.

“Awareness is the most important
thing,” said Kullman, who noted how
itis estimated three or four per cent of
people have epilepsy, while about one
in ten will have a seizure sometime in
their life.

“So multiply that by population and
you've got a lot of people ... but it’s
not talked about very much, so that is
what Purple Day can do, just increase
the awareness.

“It's a worldwide recognition of epi-
lepsy and promoting epilepsy aware-
ness,” he continued. “It's quite inter-
esting because it was initiated by a
young girl in 2008, and she just tried
starting to do this on her own, and it
actually just grew and grew and now
it's worldwide, which is pretty great.”

There is also an International Epilep-
sy Day on Feb. 10, but Purple Day has
started to get good uptake in Manito-
ba, with many places lighting up pur-
ple such as the Dauphin city hall and
Selkirk water tower.

“We have quite a few places in the
province engage with us,” Kullman
noted. “The Legislative building will
light up purple on the central tower
after dark. The Winnipeg sign at The
Forks was going to light up purple.”

And Kullman feels there is much
progress being made with Manitobans
living with epilepsy now being able
to access better treatment through a
new epilepsy monitoring unit and an
adjacent neurological recovery unit at
the Health Sciences Centre.

“I'have had epilepsy myself ... when
I was a kid, there was just nothing out
there ... and there was a stigma about
it,” he said. “Of course, with social
media now, it makes it so much easier
to get the word out there.”

/
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BTHC expansion prog

By Lorne Stelmach

The expansion of Boundary Trails
Health Centre continues to move
along, and officials are pleased with
where the project is at now.

“Everything is on track, every-
thing’s timing out well ... progress is
going well, and everybody’s really
excited,” said Kyle MacNair, who is
the implementation lead for clinical
programming with Southern Health-
Santé Sud.

“I think people are excited to see
things coming together,” he added.
“And we're also going heavy duty
into recruitment now as well.”

What had been estimated to be a
$100 million project is being com-
pleted in phases and will include 24
additional acute care inpatient beds,
an expanded emergency department,
new state-of-the-art operating room,
expansion of the cancer care unit,
dedicated space for palliative care
services, and a level two nursery de-
signed to provide services to prema-
ture newborns with complex feeding
needs.

The new community services build-
ing will enable existing communi-
ty services to be relocated from the
current hospital building. Those ser-
vices in the new building will include
public health, midwifery, home care
services, children and youth rehabil-
itation services, and a centre for hope
healing garden and healing court-
yard.

Then, once all of that has been ac-

complished, work will begin on the
renovation of the existing hospital
space.

“The first part of the project that
doesn’t get a lot of attention but is
very critical is the energy centre,”
noted MacNair. “That’s the backup
generators and the building systems,
and it’s a separate building ... and it’s
coming online in April.”

As part of what he called the com-
missioning stage, MacNair said they
are basically going to make sure all
the lights turn on and the water runs.

“It is pretty integral. “It’s the back-
up power system for the hospital. It's
a safety system for the hospital,” he
said.

The next building to be completed
will be the in-patient unit with the 24
medicine and palliative beds

“We've basically got what's called
the mock-up room finished in there,”
MacNair shared. “We had one of the
clinical teams in, and we’ve had other
clinical teams in over the last couple
weeks just checking out the areas,
making sure that everything is exact-
ly the way that we want ... find any
problems.

“One problem we found when
we did the mock up was one of the
shower hose connections is too close
to one of the hand rails, so we’ve just
got to adjust that,” he said. “These are
the important small details that you
might not catch in the design phase
until you see it.”

They will then basically replicate

ressing on schedule

/

.
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Work on the Boundary Trails Health
Centre expansion is on track.

that room 22 times, but there will be
two specialized rooms for bariatric
and isolation cases.

“We'll be taking the teams through
those rooms then as well as they are
completed,” said MacNair.

“The target is still early fall to have
the building construction completed
and then working on getting every-
thing set up to take patients either
very late this calendar year or early
next calendar year.”

Their attention will then turn to the
community services building, which
is still very much in the early stages.

“That building isn’t really set to be
completed until the first quarter of
2026,” said MacNair.

The final step will be renovation of
the area that currently houses offices

AN

- /

for services like public health, home
care, and administrative staff. It will
be renovated into new cancer care
and ambulatory care space, followed
by an expansion of the emergency de-
partment along with a new operating
room on the second floor and some
administrative spaces as well.

“We're just in the process of sorting
out the renovation schedule,” said
MacNair. “We've gone through a first
phase of design, and we got a costing
for it, and it’s not insignificant ... and
then we'll get the timelines set out.”

PVLIP launches voter information campaign

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Pembina Valley Immigration
Partnership (PVLIP) is launching an
information campaign to ensure ev-
eryone who has the right to vote in
the upcoming federal election knows
how to do so.

Got Citizenship? Go Vote! will ensure
new voters or those who haven’t vot-
ed in awhile don’t feel the need to
avoid the ballot box on Election Day
(Monday, April 28) due to uncertainty
surrounding the process, says PVLIP
coordinator Elaine Burton Saindon.

“The intention is to help promote
civic engagement with newcomers,”

she says. “Helping new Canadians
who have just become citizens rec-
ognize that that brings them the op-
portunity to have their voice heard
through the voting process. We hope
new Canadians would exercise that
freedom.”

While some immigrants come to
Canada already familiar with the
democratic process from voting in
their native countries, for others this
is the first time they’ve had the oppor-
tunity to cast a vote in a free and fair
election.

But even if you've voted before in
another country, it can still be a bit
overwhelming to navigate things in a

new place, Burton Saindon notes, so
PVLIP is hoping to allay any uncer-
tainty or fears people may have.

“We're not getting into the politics of
it—we’re not explaining who to vote
for,” she stresses. “It's more about un-
derstanding the process, understand-
ing your rights and the benefits of
voting and what it can mean for you
and your community.”

A page on their website (pvlip.ca/
govote) outlines who’s eligible to
vote, how to register to do so, what
a voter’s card is and what informa-
tion is on it, how to find information
about the candidates running in your
district, where to go on voting day or

how to vote by mail, and what you
need to bring with you if voting in
person.

“We want to do this for each elec-
tion—federal, provincial, and munici-
pal—going forward,” Burton Saindon
shares.

PVLIP is also teaming up with Elec-
tions Canada to host information ses-
sions at community centres in Altona,
Morden, and Winkler in the weeks
ahead.

Details on those events were still be-
ing firmed up at press time, but head
to the PVLIP website for dates and
times as they become available.

Vozce

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

What's W/“”story?
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knockgot
Nighthawks
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Winkler's Trevor Dalton uses his speed to get around Niverville's Evan Panzer in game five Saturday, which Winkler won 4-3 in double overtime.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers got a game six
win Monday night to take their MJHL
playoff series against the Niverville
Nighthawks four games to two.

Monday’s game was a hard-fought
one. Niverville drew first blood five
minutes in and then made it 2-0 at the
top of the second period before Win-
kler’s offensive lines came to life with
a goal from Brody Beauchemin 14
minutes in followed by the tying goal
from Liam Carlone five minutes later.

Andrew Morton then scored what
proved to be the winning goal in the
third period’s fifth minute.

Leif Ekblad was between the posts
in the 3-2 win, making 20 saves off the
22 he faced. His teammates sent 39
the other way.

The series proved to be a roller-
coaster throughout the past week. It
was tied at one game each when the
two teams took the ice in Winkler for
game three March 25.

That proved to be another nail-biter,
with Winkler narrowly taking it 4-3 .

Max Lavoie got Winkler on the
board late in the first, but Niverville
returned the favour a minute later.

Beauchemin and Carlone pulled the
Flyers back into the lead with a pair
of goals in the second period’s sixth
and seventh minutes, but Niverville
got started on closing the gap with
their second of the night a few min-
utes later and their third at the start
of the final frame. Brady Craik got the
game-winner for Winkler in the third
period’s 14th minute.

Ernst had a 22-save night in net as
the Flyers outshot the Nighthawks
35-25.

Playing in Niverville two nights lat-
er, the Nighthawks managed to tie the
series again, this time with a 3-2 win.

The scored was tied at 2-2 after 20
minutes thanks to goals from Craik
and Nicolas Mckee.

After a scoreless second period,
Niverville got their third past Ernst to
win it.

Winkler once again won the shots
battle 27-23, with Ernst posting 20
saves.

The pendulum swung back the other
way Saturday night with a 4-3 over-
time win for Winkler in game five.

The Flyers dominated in shots this
game, 54 to Niverville’s 21, but after
scoring three goals in the opening

frame (two from Morton and one
from Charles-M Bernier), Winkler’s
offensive lines failed to find a chink
in the armour of Niverville netmind-
er Austin Dubinsky, while the Night-
hawks tied it up in the second period.

Across the rink, Ernst and Leif Ek-
blad split time in net, with Ernst mak-
ing six saves out of the nine he faced
and Ekblad denying all 12 that came
his way.

It sent things into not one but two
overtime periods for a decision. Mck-

ee put an end to it with a goal work-
ing off assists from Beauchemin and
Isaiah Peters seven minutes into the
second extra period.

Meanwhile, in the league’s other
playoff series, the Dauphin Kings
knocked out the Waywayseecappo
Wolverines in five games and the
Northern Manitoba Blizzard beat the
Neepawa Titans, also in five.

On Monday, the Portage Terriers
won their game six to bounce the
Steinbach Pistons out of the playoffs.

/
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Nicholas Mckee celebrates his
game-winning goal.
)
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Morris Curling Club hosting
send-off for deaf curling teams

By Siobhan Maas

The Morris Curling Club is set to
host a Team Send-Off and Fundraiser
on April 12 for two elite deaf curling
teams that will represent the Club
and Canada on the world stage.

The men’s and mixed doubles teams,
which both curl out of the Morris
rink, will compete at the 2025 World
Deaf Curling Championships in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota from April 22 to
May 4. At least ten countries will be
represented at the event.

4 N
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Ross Lavallee and Susanne Beriault will
compete in the mixed doubles event.

The men’s team consisting of Joe
Comte, Bill Kluchnik, Frank Chung,
and Cam Hurst, is coached by Mor-
ris-area residents Chris and Lorne
Hamblin, both Level 4 NCCP Olym-
pic coaches who have worked with
deaf curlers from across Canada since
2014.

Barb Zbeetnoff of British Columbia
is coaching the mixed doubles team
of Ross Lavallee and Susanne Beri-
ault. All curlers are Winnipegers ex-
cept Chung, who is from British Co-
lumbia.

To honour the memory of teammate
Brian Weselowski, who passed in
2023, the men’s team will play with
his name on the shoulder of their
team jackets.

As part of their final preparations
for the Worlds, both teams will be in
Morris for a training weekend April
11-13.

The weekend will be spent mostly
on-ice, to build consistency for the
teams in both sweeping and throwing
using the robotic rock thrower unique
to the Cargill Curling Training Centre.

“Deaf curling events are always
unique for spectators because the ath-
letes don’t have the same ability to
communicate as other curlers,” noted
Chris Hamblin. “There is no possibil-
ity of discussion in the middle of the
game.”

35th Annual Carman Gun and

.

v

PHOTO SUBMITTED

The Carman Gun and Hobby Show will return for its 35th edition on April 5, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Carman Hall. Over 80 vendors will have tables set up with
guns, ammunition, knives, and a variety of supplies.

4 N
- /
SUPPLIED PHOTO

From left: Chris Hamblin, Joe Comte, Bill Kluchnik, Frank Chung, Cam Hurst and
Lorne Hamblin are off to the 2025 World Deaf Curling Championships later this

month.

“The athletes have tools they already
use, like one communicator and one
sweeper, but we will hone commu-
nication while sweeping during the
weekend.”

To show support and help offset the
costs associated with the champion-
ship, a fundraiser send-off social is
being organized for Saturday, April
12 from 7-11 p.m. at the curling club.

“We wish the team well at the
World’s and hope to raise funds to
help offset their costs,” shared Lorne
Hamblin. “Unlike most World events,
there is very little funding support for
the teams and most of the costs are
covered by the athletes.”

Hobby Show $

By Ty Dilello

The Carman Gun and Hobby Show
is set to return for its 35th year on Sat-
urday, April 5 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Carman Hall (60 1st St NW). Admis-
sion is $7 for the day, and children 12
and under are free.

The event is organized by Bruce
Reid, who can be contacted at carma-
ngunshow@gmail.com.

“This year, we have 80 tables with
guns, ammo, knives and hunting-re-
lated items for sale,” said Bruce Reid.
“Back for another show, there will be
food served by Crazy Lady’s Cafete-
ria, which is always a big hit. It’s all
amazing as when I first started the
spring show in Carman, I wasn’t too
sure how it would work out. Well it
worked out as it's now the biggest
one-day show in the province. This is
possible due to the great attendance
every show and I have a great crew
which makes this easier to put togeth-

A silent auction and 50/50 draw will
help support the teams. A light lunch
will be served.

“This social is a huge opportunity
for the community to recognize some
of the amazing athletes that train at
the Cargill Curling Training Centre,”
said Lorne “I extend an invitation to
all, especially curling club members,
Mayor Scott Crick, and MPs Branden
Leslie and Lauren Stone, to attend this
special send-off for a community not
often recognized at this level.”

Those interested in donating prizes
for the silent auction or attending the
event can contact Chris at 204-746-
3330 or Lorne at 204-712-5842.

et for April 5

The Gun Show features a special
charity component, where an item is
raffled off and 100% of the proceeds
are donated to a different charity each
year. This year, the proceeds will ben-
efit the palliative care unit at the Car-
man Hospital.

Reid is excited to see how many
people will come out on Oct. 26 to the
Carman Hall. The canteen will also be
open all day for people to come and
get a bite to eat.

“Every show, I try and change it up
to make it more interesting,” Reid
said. “It sounds like my regular crew
of volunteers will be returning for an-
other which I couldn’t do the show
without them. There are some new
vendors which adds to the show, with
several door prizes and the usual raf-
fle. The interest from guys and gals in
the sport seems to have really grown
over the years.”

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca



Classifieds

The Voice Thursday, April 3, 2025 17

Book Your Classified

Ad Today - Call 467-

5836 or Email ads@
winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.

LIVESTOCK

SPRUCE RIDGE STOCK
Farms at Ashern has a
good selection of 2 yr
old and yearling Angus
bulls on offer. These
are big growthy bulls
developed on TMR si-
lage based ration in
15 acre runs to ensure
longevity. Perfect feet,
strong joints, moderate
birth, combined with
top of the breed growth.
These are hard muscled
bulls sired by some
of the top A. I. bulls in
Canada. Semen tested,
delivered when needed,
guaranteed. Call Ross
and Helen Jermey and
Family. 204-768-0333

WANTED

Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted
firearms. Fully licensed
for both non-restricted
and restricted. Any-
where from individual
items to estates. Cash
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text
Adam at 204-795-
2850.

COMING EVENTS

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a
newsworthy item to
announce? An exciting
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right
hands for ONLY $35 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA
204-947-1691 for more
information. See www.
mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising”
tab for more details.

NEED CLASS 1 DRIV-
ERS? SPRING HIR-
ING? SELLING SOME-
THING? Jump on our
great prices and start
getting responses!
Book your blanket clas-
sified ads, seen in the
31 Member Newspa-
pers which are seen in
over 368,000+ homes
in  Manitoba. Please
call 204-467-5836 or
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details
or to book ads. MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

SERVICES

SAVE YOUR MEMO-
RIES FOREVER. Re-
tired? Tell your life story
directly to future gen-
erations...before  it's
too late. Professionally
produced VIDEO MEM-
OIRS. Call: 204-955
6574. Visit: https://MiS-
TORY.ca

CARMAN
GUN SHOW

Date:
April 5, 2025

Time:
9AM to 3PM
Place:

Carman Hall
$7 ADMISSION

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types
considered. No credit
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get
quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain? If
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet ant-
ler capsules. Hundreds
have found relief. Ben-
efits humans and pets.
EVA is composed of
proteins, amino acids,
minerals, lipids and
water. Key compounds
that work to stimulate
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

Please
support our
advertisers

SHOP
LOCAL

{gmcna

Response Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

e GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

» Createinstant top of
mind awareness

» Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

« We format it, to
make it look great!

« Starting at $239.00
(includes 35 lines of
space)

e The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

EMPLOYMENT

BORDER LAND
SCHOOQOL DIVISION

Life Long Learning

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

PERMANENT EARLY
YEARS SUPPORT
TEACHER (0.4 FTE)

FOR ROSEAU VALLEY SCHOOL
IN DOMINION CITY, MB

Please support our advertisers SHOP LOCAL

HIP/KNEE
Replacement?

Other medical
conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING?

The Disability Tax
Credit allows for
$2,500 yearly

tax credit and
$20,000 Lump sum

refund.

Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!

Expert Help:
204-453-5372

EMPLOYMENT

BORDER LAND
SCHOOL DIVISION

Life Long Learning

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

TERM GRADE 4

N ALTONA, MB

The RM of Roland is currently
hiring for the following positions:

Public Works Operator
Public Works Summer Student
Municipal Building Inspector
For complete job description or for

more information please

email cao@rmofroland.ca
or visit www.rmofroland.ca.

Now HiriNnG
AG/HEAVY DUTY
MECHANIC

COME AND DEVELOP
YOUR MECHANICAL
SKILLS AT OUR BUSY,
WELL-EQUIPPED SHOP
LOCATED IN ARcoLA, SK.
ALL SKILL LEVELS WILL BE
CONSIDERED.

WE ARE wiLLING TO
APPRENTICE THE RIGHT
CANDIDATE.

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE
WAGES, A COMPREHENSIVE
BENEFITS PACKAGE AND
RRSP/DPSP PLAN.
HOUSING IS AVAILABLE.

SUBMIT YOUR RESUME
jitrucking@sasktel.net
Fax: 306-455-2433
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.jjtruckingltd.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act,
will hold a hearing at which time and place the council of the
City of Winkler will receive representation from the
applicants and any other persons who wish to make repre-
sentations in respect of the Rezoning Application No.RZ2025-
003 and By-law No.2340-25, being an amendment to Winkler
Zoning By-law 2271-21 of the City of Winkler.

zone the land described below, Namely:

as Lot 8, Plan 422 MLTO.

this by-law, be rezoned
FROM:
TO:

AM and 4:30 PM, Friday, in the City Office.

The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2340-25, is to
264 Main Street South, legally described

as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map
attached hereto as Schedule “A7and forming part of

“R1”RESIDENTIAL LOWER DENSITY
“R2”RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM DENSITY

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2340-25 and supporting
material may be inspected by any persons between the
hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Thursday and 9:00

Date of Hearing:
Time of Hearing:
Location:

April 22,2025
6:30 p.m.

Winkler Council Chambers,
185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba

February 2025.
Designated Officer, City of Winkler

185 Main Street, Winkler MB R6W1B4
204-325-9524 | permits@cityofwinkler.ca
WWW.WINKLER.CA

DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 28th day of
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UNDER THE AUTHORITY
OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive representations
from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the

following matter:

No.08-2017

Hearing Location:
City of Morden Civic Center
195 Stephen St, Morden MB

Date: April 28th, 2025

By-law No. 13-2025, being an amendment to Zoning By-law

Time: 7:00 PM

Area: By-law 13-2025 will apply to the entire limits of the City
of Morden

General Intent: 1.To amend Part | Section 11.0: Enforcement
and Penalties. This section to be deleted and replaced.

2.To amend Part VIl Section 34.0; Use Definitions, to include
“Country Resort” under the Cultural & Entertainment Use
Category.

3.To amend Part Il Section 28.2; Zoning Districts, Agricultural,
Parks & Public Works Districts Use Table to add “Country
Resort” as a Conditional Use in the Community Reserve
Zoning District.

4. To amend Part IV; Use Specific Standards, to add Section
30.18,“Country Resorts”

For More Information Contact:
Santokh Randhawa, M.Eng., P.Eng.
133 7th Street, Morden MB R6M 1v3
204-822-2567

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may
be inspected at the location noted above during normal
office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made, and
extracts taken there from, upon request.

UNDER THE AUTHORITY
OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive representations
from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the
following matter:

By-law No. 17BL03, being replaced by Building By-law 03-
2025

Hearing Location:
City of Morden Civic Center
195 Stephen St, Morden MB

Date: April 28th, 2025
Time:7:15 PM

Area: By-law 03-2025 will apply to the entire limits of the City
of Morden

General Intent:
1. Replace the existing Morden Building By-law 17BL03 with
new building by law 03-2025.

For More Information Contact:
Santokh Randhawa, M.Eng., P.Eng.
133 7th Street, Morden MB R6M 1v3
204-822-2567

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may
be inspected at the location noted above during normal
office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made, and
extracts taken there from, upon request.

take > GAME

CLUES ACROSS
1. Narrow piece of wood
5. African desert
11. Waxy covering on birds’ beaks

40. Yemen capital

43. Spanish municipality
44, Medical professionals
45, Fibrous material

12. Sour 49. Confined condition (abbr.)
16. Infrequent 50. Without covering
17. Former AL MVP Vaughn 51.“Mad Men"” honcho Don

18. Policemen wear one
19. Out of the question
24. Used to chop

25. Symptoms

26. Not moving

27. Folk singer DiFranco
28. Comedian Armisen
29. Quantitative fact

53. Hockey position

54, Taste property

56. Fertile spots in a desert
58. They precede C

Jared
60. Try a criminal case
63. Liberal rights organization

30. Incline from vertical 64. Spoke

31. Scottish musician 65. Insect repellent
33. Rooney and Kate are two CLUES DOWN

34. Positioned 1. Unshaven facial hair
38. A very short time 2. More thin

39. Tropical American shrubs 3. Show up

59. “Requiem for a Dream” actor

4. Seethed

5. Ancient Greek city

6. Poisonous plant

7. Hello

8. College sports official
9. Monetary unit of Russia

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER of the Estate of
Aganetha Ruth Kroeker, late of

the Town of Altona,
Manitoba, Deceased.

Estate, duly verified by Statutory
Declaration, must be sent to the

ALL CLAIMS against the above

undersigned at 504 Stanley

Avenue, Winkler, Manitoba,
R6W 0M3,within four (4) weeks
of the date of this publication.

GBH LAW OFFICE
Solicitor for the Estate

Crossword Answer

5 6 7

ROSSWORD)

8 9

10. Wings

13. Take too much of a substance
14. A citizen of Uganda

15. Most appealing

20. Atomic #18

21. Global investment bank (abbr.)

22. Jewish calendar month
23. Popular sandwich

27. Swiss river

29. Incorrect letters

30. Popular entree

31. Foot (Latin)

32. Adriver's license is one form
33. Extinct flightless bird

34. Appetizer

35. After battles
36. It neutralizes alkalis

37. Beverage container
38. Partner to “Pa”

40. Gray American rail

41. Salt of acetic acid

42, Canadian province
44, Dish made with lentils

45, Narrative poem of popular origin
46. For each one
47.Come to terms

48. Test

50. More dishonorable
51. Unit of loudness

52.The Ocean State

54, Monetary unit in Mexico

55. Lying down

57. Thus

61. Where LA is located
62. Western State
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Classifieds Announcements

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

UPCOMING REUNION

LOOKING FOR 1975 Altona
WC MILLER GRADS

Do you know of someone?

Contact Carol at crempel324@gmail.com

Class of ‘75 Reunion Committee

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

%ackswath

Management

FARM PAYROLL
& BOOKKEEPING

We make it simple!

« Accurate, On-Time
Payroll, for Farm
Businesses of
ANY SIZE.

« Now you can focus
on FARMING!

Call today & let us
help you!

204-275-0458 ext. 208
or
advisor@backswath.com

Let us support your
farm'’s success!

www.backswath.com

WANTED

COIN
COLLECTIONS

CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS
& ACCUMULATIONS
OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN
MINT COINS, OLD COINS,
OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER
COINS, GOLD COINS,
RARE COINS ETC.

Also buying all Silver,
Gold, Nuggets, Scrap,
Coins, Old Jewelry,
Bullion, Ingots, Sterling
Silver, Old Quality
Watches working or
not, Rolex, Omega ++

Todd
204-904-9705

CLASS 1
TRUCK DRIVER

To run Canada - must
have experience

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign On & Annual bonus

- BC Experience an Asset

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

Online McSherry
Auctions

Estate & Moving
April 9th @ 7:00PM
Man Cave Auction
April 10th @ 7:00PM
*Accepting Consignments”
Estate & Moving

Featuring. Coins, Paper Money
& Stamps

April 16 @ 7:00PM

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858

or 204-886-7027
mcsherryltd@gmail.com

NOSTALGIARAMA
Vintage,
Collectibles
& Antique Sale
SAT, Apr 5th 2025
10AM - 5PM

Manitoba’s Biggest
Indoor Spring Vintage,
Collectibles & Antique

Sale with over 180 tables.

Admission: $5.00

12 and under FREE

Assiniboia Downs
3975 Portage Ave, Wpg.
FREE Parking

Early (8AM) admission
$30.00

For info:
204-990-3463
or 431-374-6925

COMING EVENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE JOIN USFOR A &&MM 0{ ‘4“6

In loving memory of Kathg RitChie

1951-2025

1:00 p.m. Saturday, April 12, 2025
The Access Event Centre, 111-D Gilmour St. Morden, M.B.
(Doors open at 12:15 p.m.)

Please join us to honour and celebrate a very special woman
who touched so many lives and is greatly missed.

Lunch and refreshments to follow.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding.

Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible.

Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills,
trouble shooting skills,and be a team player.

The following would be considered an asset for this position:

+ Experience in grain handling, processing, or manufacturing
facility

+ Experience in industrial equipment maintenance and repair

+ Ability to read blueprints and technical documents

+ Pressure or structural welding tickets and related experience

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and

benefits package.Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy,

and rewarding workplace for all employees.

Starting Wages:

+ Mechanic $32.70/hour

+ Red Seal Millwright: $38.08/hour

A job description for this position can be found online on the

Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field

“Search by Location’” Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright”

to read the description. Applications should be made online with

an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

Starting a new business?
Call us - We have everything
you need to promote your business

call 204-467-5836

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a
public hearing will be held to receive representations from
any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the fol-
lowing matter:
General Intent: Subject to Section 290 (1 & 2) of The
Municipal Act,a municipality may close
a municipal road by passing a by-law
closing the road and must give public
notice and hold a public hearing in
respect of the proposed closure. And
Section 147 (1) of the Municipal Act, the
Council of a Municipality has the power
to amend or repeal a bylaw.The
proposed closure is illustrated by heavy
solid lines on Schedule A.

All that portions of Russet Road, Plan
No.67427 MLTO contained within the
limits of Parcels A and B, Plan No

(Dep 1192/2024) MLTO in the NW V4 of
Section 2-3-4WPM as shown in heavy
solid lines on the map attached

hereto as Schedule A. (By-law 2336-25)
Jody Penner, City Manager

City of Winkler

Phone: (204) 325-9524

April 22,2025

6:30 p.m.

Winkler Council Chambers,

185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may
be inspected at the location noted above during normal of-
fice hours, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday to Thursday and
9:00 a.m.to 4:30 pm Friday. Copies may be made, and extracts
taken therefrom upon request.

Area:

Contact:

Date of Hearing:
Time of Hearing:
Location:

185 Main Street, Winkler MB R6W1B4
204-325-9524 | permits@cityofwinkler.ca
WWW.WINKLER.CA

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR
THE POSITION with an
EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

Winkler @ Morden Call; 204-467-5836
VYoice

or Email: ads@
winklermordenvoice.ca
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Yes | Can program open for nominations

By Lorne Stelmach

An annual initiative of the Nellie
McClung Foundation that aims to in-
spire confidence and empowerment
among girls is again in search of can-
didates to support.

The Yes I Can program highlights
and celebrates achievements and ac-

complishments in a variety of fields
like science, business, politics, and
more. Nominations are open until
April 30.

As one of the 2022 recipients, Divya
Sharma is a testament to the impact
it can have on a young woman like
herself.

“The Nellie McClung Yes I Can vid-

/

.

\

/

SUPPLIED PHOTO

Divya Sharmareceives a2022 Yes | Can Award from the Nellie McClung Foundation'’s
Myrna Driedger. Sharma said the award opened doors and connected her with
inspiring leaders in the community. Applications are open for the 2025 awards.

> SABOURIN, FROM PG. 11

Sabourin recounts his research
into their arrival in 1876, when ap-
proximately 500 Mennonites and 280
Francophones shared passage on an
Ontario steamer bound for Manito-
ba. Trapped in ice on Lake Superior,
the ship eventually drifted free, but
not before 18 Francophones set out
on foot in search of help.

Originally assigned to land covered
in dense bush and rocks, the Franco-

phones successfully appealed to Ot-
tawa for a new settlement location,
which led to the establishment of St.
Jean, Letellier, and St. Joseph.

Through these historical accounts
and his own reflections, Sabourin’s
message is one of unity and coopera-
tion. “When we cultivate an aware-
ness of our common humanity, our
world will be better equipped to
solve challenges and achieve peace
and happiness for all.”

Sabourin will officially launch Prai-

eo and leadership series strengthened
my belief in the power of women em-
powering women,” she shared. “It
opened doors, connected me with in-
spiring leaders in the community and
gave me the confidence to lead on a
bigger stage.

“The mentorship, support and con-
nection I received with women from
all walks of life played a major role
in shaping my path to becoming the
youngest and 100th president of the
University of Manitoba students’
union.”

The Yes I Can leadership awards cel-
ebrate five outstanding young wom-
en aged 16 to 25 by showcasing their
achievements in a video profile series

It provides a platform to share their
unique personal and professional
stories and celebrate their journey to-
ward becoming future leaders.

Now in its fourth year, the program
has featured remarkable women
who have excelled in areas including
sports, culture, education, arts, sci-
ence, community, entrepreneurship,
and other professional environments.

Their compelling narratives, cap-
tured on video, have not only cel-
ebrated personal success but also in-
spired countless girls across Manitoba
to pursue their dreams with confi-
dence, said Myrna Driedger, founder
of the Nellie McClung Foundation

rie Roots and Wings at the Altona Mall
on April 19 from 11 am. to 5 p.m.
This event offers readers the oppor-
tunity to meet the author, hear more
about his experiences, and get a
signed copy of the book.

As Sabourin reflects on his jour-
ney—from a small farm in Manitoba
to the far corners of the world—he
hopes his book will inspire others to
embrace adventure, appreciate his-
tory, and, above all, recognize the im-
portance of kindness and connection

What's %jo"*

Call 204-325-6888

Do you have a suggestion
for our news team?
Is there someone you would like

story?

to see recognized in the newspa-
per for their accomplishments
- athletic, academic
or community service.

and Yes I Can program.

“Programs like Yes I Can are es-
sential in helping girls confidently
navigate the challenges of their teen
years,” said Driedger, who empha-
sized the transformative impact of
the program. “By showcasing these
stories, we empower girls and young
women to embrace their potential
and confidently become leaders at
any age.”

Ibukun Okunnu, who is a spokes-
person for the program, said being
part of it has given her an incredible
opportunity not only to inspire young
women and girls but also to be in-
spired by them.

“Year after year, I am in awe of the
remarkable young women in Mani-
toba who are quietly paving the way
for themselves and others,” she said.

“Thave grown in ways I never imag-
ined—learning to be confident, to
turn my ideas into action and to em-
brace the power of saying Yes I Can.
This mindset has made me bolder,
more daring and more confident, and
I hope that through this program,
even more young women and girls
will feel empowered to embrace their
own potential”

For more information and to submit
nominations, head online to www.
nelliemcclungfoundation.com /nomi-
nation-form.

in today’s world.

Get more info online at
www.sabourinphilippe.ca. The books
will also be available at Altona’s
Home Hardware.

> BUDGET, FROM PC. 10

Reflecting that, the town has no new
borrowing planned for 2025, focusing
instead on managing existing long-
term debts associated with past infra-
structure projects.

Schroeder emphasized the council’s
commitment to data-driven decision-
making, stating, “I really want to
point out that our council is commit-
ted to making good decisions based
on data of the community,” Schroeder
said.

“We recognize the importance of bal-
ancing financial responsibility with
the need to invest in our community.
By leveraging grants and maintain-
ing disciplined financial planning,
we can move forward with necessary
improvements while keeping taxes
reasonable.”
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