
Are you interested in finding out more about the 
Boundary Trails Health Centre expansion project?

Résidents de Morden/
Winkler et environs

Morden/Winkler & Area 
Residents

Information session Séance d’information

Days Inn & Suites
940 Navigator Rd
Winkler

Days Inn & Suites
940, rue Navigator
Winkler

April 13, 2023
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Presentation at 4:30 p.m.

Le 13 avril 2023
16 h à 18 h
Présentation à 16 h 30

Vous souhaitez en savoir plus sur le projet 
d’agrandissement du Boundary Trails Health Centre?

r e a l  e s t a t e  l t d .
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A good news dayA good news day

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
A crowd of municipal and school division representatives, along with local organizers and supporters, gathered with a cheer last 

week near the future site of Altona’s new childcare centre, which just received word of a $4 million grant from the provincial 

government that, along with local donations, puts the project at its fundraising goal and will allow them to get building. For the full 

story, see Pg. 13.
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MUNICIPALITY OF RHINELAND
SHELTER BELT PROGRAM

The Munic ipal i ty of Rhineland has developed an
incent ive program to encourage the plant ing of
agricultural shelterbel ts in Rhineland.

HOW IT WORKS:

Landowner to submit appl icat ion
Appl icat ions reviewed by the Municipal i ty
Approved appl icat ions wi l l receive up to $1500
over a 3 year period
$500 per 1/2 mile of planting in year 1
$500 per 1/2 mile for maintenance in year 2
plus
$500 per 1/2 mile for maintenance in year 3
Only those appl icat ions approved by the
Municipal i ty prior to planting qual i fy

Visit us at www.rmofrhineland.ca or call 204-324-5357
for more information or for a program application

Altona council presents $10.5M budget
By Lori Penner

Despite the challenges of increasing 
costs, Altona Town Council and ad-
ministration have created a fi nancial 
plan that still falls below the infl ation 
rate for the coming year.

Council has approved a $10.58 mil-
lion budget for 2023/24, representing 
an increase of 2.89 per cent in spend-
ing over last year.

Councillor Jordan Siemens present-
ed an overview of the town’s 2023 
budget at last week’s public hearing. 
He noted that infl ation was defi nitely 
a factor in crunching the numbers this 
year.

“Natural gas was up quite a bit, es-
pecially at places like the arena, along 
with equipment, fuel, and salaries. 
There weren’t a lot of things that 
weren’t impacted by all these increas-
es. This year was a tough one, but our 
management was good, and we had a 
surplus that helped cover some of the 
costs, so our tax increase actually falls 
below current infl ation rates.”

Overall, $7.5 million dollars has 
been set aside for capital spending.
The Town’s biggest project this year 
is Phase 1 of the Industrial Park ex-
pansion, worth $4.5 million with $3.6 

million coming from a debenture. The 
project will see the development of 30 
new lots, as well as all the infrastruc-
ture required, along with roadways 
and a large reservoir for drainage.  

“Most of the cost includes this fi rst 
phase,” Siemens said. “We’re fortu-
nate that our fi rst debenture payment 
is only due in 2024.”

About $500,000 each will be spent 
on a town-wide water meter replace-
ment eff ort and a vac truck replace-
ment, and $300,000 has also been set 
aside for re-line about 4,000 meters of 
concrete sewer. 

“The water meter replacement will 
be most noticeable to residents,” Sie-
mens says. “Our water meters are 
worn out and aging. We’ll be replac-
ing them all this summer. They’re 
more accurate and have features such 
as if you have a large leak in your 
house, it can detect higher than nor-
mal usage, and we can send an alert 
to residents. It’s better, more accurate 
technology.”

Other expenditures include the 
$200,000 soap stock removal project at 
the Altona/Rhineland Landfi ll slated 
to be completed by the end of this sea-
son.

About $170,000 each will be spent 

on the continuation of the SW Drain-
age Project and a new arena ice sur-
facer, and $120,000 is earmarked for 
improvements to the Altona Cem-
etery expansion and road. 

As well, council has also made a $1 
million funding commitment with 
$100,000 payments over the next 10 
years to Kiddie Sunshine Centre for 
their new childcare centre.

On the taxation side, Siemens ex-
plained this year’s plan provides for 
an increase in the 2023 municipal 
tax levy of $238,416 (4.58 per cent) 
compared to the 2022 tax levy. The 
increase to the levy comes from addi-
tions to the tax base—new properties 
or increased assessment of renova-
tions and additions.

After factoring in the natural/sup-
plemental tax increase of $66,563 from 
2022, the net increase in the 2023 Mu-
nicipal Tax Levy is $171,853, which 
represents an increase of 3.26 percent.

The municipal mill rate will decrease 
by 5.17 per cent, from 20.29 to 19.24. 
The Provincial Support Levy mill rate 
also saw a decrease from 8.7 to 8.1, 
and the Border Land School Division 
mill rate has been reduced from 13.46 
to 11.8.

Siemens explains that, since 2023 
is a reassessment year, the impact of 
this depends on the reassessed value 
of your property. Residential values 
in Altona increased by an average 
11 per cent. This means a home val-
ued at $200,000 in 2022 is now worth 
$222,800. This adds up to a roughly 
$85 increase to your next tax bill.

“We went into this year in a good 
fi nancial position, but infl ation was 
something that did factor in. We still 
have some of the lowest tax increases 
in the region. We gave administration 
a target range and they actually came 
in below target. I’m grateful to our ad-
ministration for providing direction 
in continuing to move our commu-
nity forward in a positive direction.”

Last week’s public hearing also in-
cluded two presentations from the 
public.

Melissa Hildebrand repeated a re-
quest for Altona to stop funding the 
South Central Regional Library, citing 
certain books the library has on hand 
they believe could be deemed as child 
pornography according to the Crimi-
nal Code of Canada.

Mayor Harv Schroeder said their 
concerns need to go directly to the 

library board, 
as council is not 
involved in the 
policies and pro-
cedures of the li-
brary.

Mike Hiebert 
also presented, 
requesting coun-
cil include active 
transportation as a 
budget priority in 
addition to consid-
ering funding an 
active transporta-
tion study for the 
community. 

Schroeder noted 
this is something 
that council has al-
ready been consid-
ering and will dis-
cuss further at the 
upcoming plan-
ning session for 
Town’s Outdoor 
Spaces committee.

Altona town 

council hears 

from Mike 

Hiebert about 

the town’s need 

for an active 

t r a n s p o r t i o n 

plan.

 PHOTO 
BY LORI PENNER/

VOICE
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire
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CLARKS KEEN
MERRELL SHOES

20% OFF

RUBBER 
BOOTS FOR
THE WHOLE 

FAMILY

20% 
OFF

ELSA 
SNEAKER

$99.99

KEEN 
HIKER

$190.00

NATS JACKET

$144.99

ACTON CSA 
WORKBOOTS 

$170.00
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Winkler asks SCRL to review its policies
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The City of Winkler is asking the 
South Central Regional Library 
(SCRL) to review its policies in light 
of complaints books in its collection 
contain inappropriate sexual content.

Delegations have appeared before 
SCRL’s member municipalities in re-
cent months to call for action in re-
sponse to books accessible by minors 
that they say contain child pornogra-
phy, instruct on sexual touching, and 
violate Canadian law.

They presented before Winkler city 
council in December and again at the 
city’s fi nancial plan presentation in 
March, requesting Winkler consider 
withholding funding from the public 
library.

“As the delegation’s 
request was a matter of 
our funding the SCRL, 
we considered their com-
plaint,” Mayor Henry Sie-
mens said in a letter coun-
cil has sent to the library’s 
board of directors. 

“Winkler council has 
since spent some time 
reviewing their con-
cerns. This research has 
led members of Winkler 
council to become alarmed at the 
graphic sexual act depictions and 
descriptions contained in some chil-
dren’s books in the library,” the letter 
continues. “We request that you re-
view and adjust your policies through 
this lens as you consider how books 
that deal with issues around children 
and sex are displayed.

“We recognize that any exchange 
around this topic can quickly become 
emotionally charged, leading to fears 
of book banning,” Siemens wrote. 
“We want to avoid that kind of con-
versation. We are asking for a respect-
ful dialogue around policy. 

“We assure you that this is not an 

attempt to censor what books the li-
brary carries. To reiterate, we are trou-
bled about where and how books on 
sexual topics (directed to children) 
are placed and displayed and ask the 
SCRL board to further review and 
amend your policies in this light.”

In an interview last week, the may-
or stressed the library is a valuable 
community resource and that council 
recognizes the SCRL board is the ul-
timate authority in drafting policies 
and procedures regarding what’s on 
the shelves and how book complaints 
are handled.

“We want to be careful that we don’t 
step into the library board’s respon-
sibility—they have the authority and 
the responsibility for the books in li-

brary,” he said, noting coun-
cil’s involvement is limited 
to funding the facility, as per 
the Public Libraries Act, and 
providing a council member 
and citizen representative to 
serve on the board.

That said, council does 
wonder if some of the books 
in question here might be 
better placed in sections 
accessible only by adults 
(thereby keeping them avail-
able for parents who wish to 

take them out for their children for 
educational purposes), rather than in 
the children’s non-fi ction section.

“We want the board to take another 
look at that to see how that could be 
addressed,” Siemens said. “It’s  not 
for us to tell them what to do, but we 
did ask them to take a look at that.”

It should be noted that the idea of 
moving some of these books onto 
adult-only shelves has been brought 
up before—former Winkler mayor 
Martin Harder, attending council’s 
fi nancial plan presentation March 14 
as a private citizen, voiced the same 
solution to council.

“WE WANT 

THE BOARD 

TO TAKE 

ANOTHER 

LOOK ...”

Karin Banman, who was on hand 
that night to question funding of the 
library in light of these complaints, 
indicated to council this would like-
ly not be acceptable, since books they 
attest contain child pornography are 
not appropriate for adults to have ac-
cess to either.

POLICIES HAVE BEEN REVIEWED
SCRL board chair Chad Collins said 

last week that the library’s response 
to council will be forthcoming.

“I can say that we have already ded-
icated an extreme amount of time to 
review our policies and procedures 
and ensure that they’re following not 
only our patron’s needs but the Public 
Libraries Act as well,”  he said. “We 
are continually reviewing these poli-
cies.”

Continued on page 5
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Pembina Counselling Centre 
marking 30 years of service

By Lorne Stelmach

Pembina Counselling Centre is cel-
ebrating a pair of milestones this 
month.

It is the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the organization as well 
as the 25th year of involvement for 
Paul Penner, so both are being recog-
nized with a special event April 13.

It has especially been quite a journey 
for Penner, who recalled in his fi rst 
year at the centre when they had just 
431 appointments. In comparison, for 
2023 they have budgeted for around 
4,500 appointments.

“So that is huge growth ... we never 
had thought ... we just kept thinking 
we hoped we could keep the doors 
open,” joked Penner, who has not 
only worked as a counsellor but also 
previously served as the centre’s ex-
ecutive director and more recently 
its clinical director. “It’s been steady, 

gradual growth.”
“The growth has been gradual, but I 

came on in 2019 just prior to the pan-
demic ... and in the last three years, 
we’ve had dramatic growth,” said ex-
ecutive director Chris Derksen, who 
noted they went from about 2,200 ap-
pointments in 2020 to just shy of 4,000 
by the end of 2022. “So that was dra-
matic. We went from three counsel-
lors to seven, and we could probably 
hire another for this year.”

Penner refl ected back on their begin-
nings and particularly recalled early 
on getting key support from a promi-
nent local businessman.

“They believed in what we were 
wanting to off er to the community, 
and he cut me a big cheque to help us 
have a bit of a buff er in our bank ac-
count, so that was huge.

“We believed the area would benefi t 
from a professional counselling cen-
tre, values-based, and we wanted the 

freedom to talk about whatever peo-
ple wanted to talk about ... we really 
wanted to be responsive to whatev-
er issues people had,” he continued. 
“People did use the service, and it 
kept growing. Our calendar always 
got a little fuller. Over the years we 
had to add counselling hours, so we 
contracted with other professionals 

and they came on board.
“When we think about the trust the 

community gave us, we value that 
very highly,” said Penner, who went 
on to ponder the question of how do 
they know if they’re making a diff er-
ence?

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Pembina Counselling Centre executive director Chris Derksen (right) with Paul 

Penner, who is celebrating 25 years with the agency. The centre, meanwhile, 

turns 30 this year.

Continued on page 7

Anniversary celebration in Winkler April 13
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Collins noted it’s a challenging dis-
cussion when it comes to considering 
removing any book from a public li-
brary’s shelves.

“It’s as touchy a subject as not mov-
ing the books,” he said. “We have 
obligations to freedom of speech. We 
have obligations to the wants and 
needs of our patrons.”

If someone takes issue with a book, 
they have the right to submit a com-
plaint.

“There is policies in place to help 
individuals identify a title that they 
have concerns with,” Collins said. 
“They also have the ability to appeal 
that review as well, and that’s very 
important in the process for us to un-
derstand where concerns may lie.”

But, in a public facility meant to ser-
vice people of many diff erent points 
of views and values, that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean a book will be removed 
from the collection. Censorship is 
something the library does not take 
lightly.

“There is a very dangerous area of 
obligation to all of the public [when 
deciding] to potentially censor some-
body else’s wants and needs versus 
another’s,” Collins said.

He added that the board feels it has 
followed proper procedure in hearing 
complaints on this matter.

It has received and reviewed for-
mal complaints for three books in 
the children’s section. Two remain on 
the junior non-fi ction shelves while a 
third was moved to the young adult 
non-fi ction section as a result of the 
review.

Delegations have also presented to 
the library board on the broader issue 
of sexually explicit materials being ac-
cessible to youth and, last month, sent 
a petition with nearly 1,800 signatures 
to the library requesting action be 
taken regarding children’s books con-
taining what it says is inappropriate 
sexual content.

That petition will be given due con-
sideration, Collins said.

“We have received communication 
from them that was to have been in-
cluded in our last meeting,” he noted 
of the March meeting, which drew 
protesters. “That meeting was cut 
short due to a few individuals that 
decided to attend and disrupt the 
meeting.”

Collins said SCRL’s collection pol-
icies are in line with other libraries 
across Canada and emphasized the 
books in question do not violate cur-

rent Canadian law.
“We go out of our way to make sure 

that we are including what is being 
asked for in our procurement [of ma-
terials],” he noted, adding that “plac-
ing books on shelves and categorizing 
them has to follow within a public 
standard across all public libraries.

“We’ve received legal advice that 
says that these books are in the public 
domain and, in the legal opinion, they 
are not considered pornographic,” 
Collins continued. “One statement I 
want to make extremely clear is SCRL 
does not condone child pornography 
or child grooming, and we would be 
the very fi rst people in line to remove 
these books from our shelves if they 
were proven in a court of law to be 
illegal.”

Everyone has the option to simply 
not take out materials they aren’t 
comfortable with, Collins pointed out.

“It is extremely important to reiter-
ate that everybody has a choice with-
in the library,” he said. “And it is the 
responsibility of parents to help guide 
their children.”

The last several months have been 
an incredibly challenging time for 
SCRL board members and the staff  
at its fi ve branches across the region, 
Collins refl ected.

“We are all appointed to this board. 
We’re not elected to it. We all let our 
name stand knowing that we are 
all there for the greater good of our 
whole community,” he said. “And we 
want to recognize our staff  in this sit-
uation. They’re on the front line and 
they’re dealing with things that no-
body should have to deal with. The 
accusations, the slander, just the ex-
treme pressure they’re under is not 
only unfair to their workplace but it’s 
disrespectful.

“I just want to reiterate that respect-
ful communication is welcome. There 
is an avenue for people to voice their 
opinion, but there are policies and 
procedures in place that can’t be by-
passed.”

A LIBRARIAN’S PERSPECTIVE
Cathy Ching, SCRL’s director of li-

brary services, refl ected on why it’s 
so important even potentially conten-
tious books remain not only on the 
library’s shelves but accessible to the 
age groups they are written for.

“First of all, the books are educa-
tional,” she stressed. “Yes, they might 
have pictures, but they’re all hand 
drawn, they’re not photographs.

“The books as a whole are very 
valuable resources for the education 

of children, parents, young adults,” 
Ching continued, noting that singling 
out select illustrations or passages is 
very much taking things out of con-
text. 

That context, she emphasized, is that 
they are meant to educate children 
about their changing bodies through 
puberty and address sexual topics 
they may have questions about in an 
age-appropriate way.

“These books are well researched. 
They are in almost every public li-
brary in Canada and North America 
and across the world,” Ching said, 
adding as well that books like this 
have been in the SCRL collection for 
years. “They were not new to us.”

It’s also important to note, she said, 
that children are supposed to be ac-
companied by an adult in the library, 
so parental oversight is expected 
when it comes to what kids are pull-
ing off  the shelves.

Meanwhile, in regards to how the 
library curates its collection, Ching 
stressed they look at the ever-chang-
ing needs of the community as a 
whole. 

That’s why, for example, so many 
foreign language books have been in-
troduced in recent years, as we wel-
come more and more newcomers.

SCRL also has a robust Christian 
fi ction section, cultivated over many 

years in response to keen patron in-
terest.

Along those lines, Ching noted they 
also have books that address puberty 
from more of a faith-based context. 

The point is to have a wide range 
of materials accessible to people who 
may approach any given topic from a 
myriad of perspectives and values.

Not everyone will like or agree with 
every book on the shelves, Ching ac-
knowledged, and it’s certainly their 
right to feel that way.

“They can choose to walk by or they 
can choose to take the book home—
the whole idea of a public library is 
you choose whether you want to read 
it or not.”

The amount of vitriol SCRL staff  
have faced on this topic in recent 
months has been disheartening.

“It’s  not all our libraries, but it has 
made my frontline staff  very wary of 
who’s coming in,” Ching said. “The 
misinformation and the assumptions 
... they have told us we’re disgusting, 
we’re child groomers, we’re pedo-
philes.

“We’re moms and aunties and sis-
ters and parents,” she said. “[Staff ] try 
to be welcoming and open to every-
body, and they are more than willing 
to have a conversation if somebody 
wants to talk to them—respectful con-
versation.”

“The whole idea of a public library is you choose whether you want to read it or not”
From Pg. 3

Check out the Voice online at 
winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca



6   The Voice  Thursday, April 6, 2023

woven into our DNA. The one whis-
pered through centuries of scripture, 
the one about a Prince searching for 
His chosen bride.”

The Tale, of course, is the Easter 
story. It’s a redemption story. It’s the 
tale of broken humanity, bruised and 
scarred by sin, and the Prince who, 
sparing no cost to Himself, takes our 
pain away.

We’re all born with an emptiness 
we can’t explain. A tiny ache in our 
hearts that never quite goes away no 
matter how many new cars we have 
parked in the driveway, how many 
friends we have, or how big our 
house is. There’s a God-given void 
that can only be fi lled with the Source 
of all things, but we so often deny the 
Source, and only pursue the things.

We go to church on Easter Sunday, 
where the pastor tells us how we’re 
supposed to feel: joyful, hopeful, 
peaceful. We shake his hand at the 
door. “Good service!” we say, and 
go home to our baked ham and our 
Easter egg hunts. And the pastor’s 
message soon starts to fade in our 
memories as we once again worry 
about our unpaid bills, a grim medi-
cal diagnosis, our troubled marriage, 
the number on the scale, or our secret 

little addictions.
But deep within us, that tiny spark 

of hope patiently waits to ignite. It’s 
that unconscious knowledge that true 
joy can’t be found in bright shiny pal-
aces and honorable titles. Salvation 
lies in the heart of the Prince just over 
the next hill, who patiently waits for a 
signal—any signal—to let Him know 
we’re ready to be rescued. All we 
have to do is ask.

But still, we fl ee. Like Cinderella at 
the Royal Ball, we don’t feel we’re 
worthy of the Prince. Yet He seeks 
her out, and reassures her that, yes, 
He adores her, and yes, He yearns to 
save her from her empty life. To take 
her from “tattered socks to glistening 
slippers.”

This is The Tale we can’t get enough 
of, because it is the tale we all dream 
of for ourselves. And it would be nice 
if we could go straight from Good Fri-
day to Easter Sunday, and skip that 
dark Saturday altogether, but may-
be it’s the lonely wait that makes the 
Prince’s return all the more sweet.

Just like any good story, the ending 
is a happy one: He brings her home 
to be His bride. And the honeymoon 
lasts forever.

M
y shelves are 
lined with books 
of all kinds: sci-
ence fi ction, fan-
tasy, horror, his-

tory, mystery, inspirational, 
romance, and a few classics 
just to make me look smart. 
The ones near the bottom 
are crammed with children’s 
books, many of the spines 
frayed from years of use by 
sticky little hands.

We love books because they tell a 
story—and who doesn’t like a good 
story? They tell 
of heroes and vil-
lains. Of true love, 
either received or 
unrequited. They 
promise rags will 
turn to riches and 
good will conquer 
evil.

Since the begin-
ning of time, we’ve 
been unable to 
resist the charm of a well-told tale. 
Stories grab our attention the way lec-
tures and long-winded sermons nev-
er could. That may be why Jesus so 
often used parables to illustrate His 
thoughts. So many of His lessons be-
gan with, “There once was a man ... ”

Author Steven James believes that 
stories, particularly fairy tales, endure 
through the ages because we all iden-
tify with them. “Because it’s not just a 
tale,” he writes, “it’s The Tale, the one 
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The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy



E
aster is an interest-
ing part of our calen-
dar. It is a “moveable” 
remembrance or cel-
ebration. 

In an attempt in the early church to 
establish a date which would refl ect 
accurately the time of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, coinciding with the 
Jewish Passover observance, it was 

determined that the Sunday follow-
ing the fi rst full moon after spring has 

begun would be 
the date known as 
Easter Sunday.

In the Bible, the 
Gospels tell us of 
the life, death and 
resurrection of Je-
sus Christ. It was 
alluded to in the 
Old Testament in 
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“If we can connect with people, 
that’s a good thing; if people can 
connect with themselves because 
we’re connecting with them, and 
they’re connecting things in their 
own mind ... and if they connect 
with others that they’re in relation-
ships, if they connect with God.

“We realized connection is every-
thing. We want to connect with the 
people who come in ... we believe 
everyone’s story is worth under-
standing, and there is always a sto-
ry. They need to feel safe enough 
that they can tell that story, so we 
create that environment for them.

“When people come, they need 
to know that they’re worth under-
standing and secondly that there 
is always a choice they can make 
that’s good for them.”

Penner reiterated how important 
the community support has been to 
them over the years.

“The community has always sup-
ported our vision and our mission,” 
he said. “We’ve always been about 
50 per cent funded by client income 
and 50 per cent by our donor sup-
port base, so as we’ve grown, that’s 
had to grow.

“We have a great team, and all of 
us have bought into the brand that 
we want the community to experi-
ence when they visit us,” he added.

Derksen observed that the pan-
demic period clearly had a signif-
icant impact on people and that it 
was a large part of what has boosted 
their numbers.

“I think the pandemic was a bit of 

a trigger. A lot of people were and 
have been dealing anxiety from that 
and all of the issues surrounding it,” 
he said. “I also think the stigma of 
going to someone for help to deal 
with struggles with mental health 
has been lifted ... that stigma, I 
think, was pretty heavy on people.”

He sees a lot of potential for fur-
ther growth and expansion of their 
programs and services.

“We want to have a sustainable 
model for operation ... balancing 
the income we get from both the cli-
ents as well as the donors and the 
demand for our services,” Derksen 
said.

“We do have room to grow with-
in what we have already in terms 
of our existing physical space, so 
we want to add more clinical hours. 
We have a waiting list of anywhere 
from four to six weeks at any given 
time.

“There’s some programs we are in 
discussions about developing; we 
want to do more presentations and 
things of that nature to off er to the 
community,”  he said. “We would 
like to have a bit of that space to do 
more out in the community.”

The April 13 celebration gets un-
derway at 7:30 p.m. at the Winkler 
Mennonite Brethren Church. It will 
feature as guest speaker Dr. Syras 
Derksen, a clinical psychologist 
from Winnipeg who is the son of 
Wilma and Cliff  Derksen. Dessert 
and coff ee will be served. 

Tickets are free, but you need to 
RSVP by calling 204-822-6622.

A new season

By Randy 
Smart

• FAITH FOCUS

 >  PEMBINA COUNSELLING CENTRE, FROM PG. 4

preparation for what would be re-
vealed in the New Testament. For 
Christians this truth is essential to our 
belief. 

The apostle Paul was skeptical of the 
claims about Jesus until he came to a 
personal moment of realization or-
chestrated by the Lord. He became a 
bold voice for absolute belief in Jesus 
Christ.

 In 1 Corinthians 15:3,4 we read “For 
what I received I passed on to you as 
of fi rst importance: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day according to 
the Scriptures…” Paul went on to list 
for the record witnesses to the risen 
Lord and briefl y acknowledged his 
own past as one who had been a per-
secutor of “the church of God.”

We need occasions to stop and re-
member that we are loved by God 
and to consider again the incredible 
way that God demonstrated his love 
for us (Romans 5:8). Like exercise and 
fresh air assist us physically, medi-
tation in the Scriptures, prayer, and 
songs of worship can give us a new 
awareness of God’s love for us and 
invite us to understand eternal truths.

Some composers of classical music 
took seriously the message of Jesus as 
God’s Son. We still value their musi-
cal expressions today. The “Messiah” 
by George Frideric Handel would be 

one example. It was unveiled for pub-
lic performance in Dublin, Ireland as 
an Easter off ering on April 13, 1742. 

Rev. John Newton published a series 
of sermons in time for Easter of 1785 
based on the Messiah. Newton wrote 
that the “Messiah” speaks of Jesus’ 
“person, grace and glory; his match-
less love to sinners; his humiliation, 
suff erings and death; his ability and 
willingness to save to the uttermost; 
his kingdom and the present and 
future happiness of his willing peo-
ple…”

Every season of the year is an ap-
propriate time to consider our needs 
and the message of God’s provision 
for all people through Jesus Christ. 
We may despair in the daily news of 
wars, shootings, political animosity, 
economic unrest, disagreement about 
moral values, and more.

Jesus said: “Come to me, all you 
who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for I am gen-
tle and humble in heart, and you will 
fi nd rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light.” (Mat-
thew 11:28-30). 

Are you looking forward to a new 
season?

Randy Smart has been a pastor in 
Southern Manitoba since 1979.

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888
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Holiday Mtn. wraps up an encouraging first year
By Lorne Stelmach

As the fi rst season reached its end 
for the new owners and operators of 
the Holiday Mountain ski resort in La 
Riviere this week, they were feeling 
encouraged by the response.

There were many challenges to get 
the resort in shape to reopen at the be-
ginning of the year, but they saw their 
eff orts pay off .

“The response has been really 
good ... we’re really hoping to build 
on that,” said Abe Sawatzky, who 
stepped in this winter to oversee op-
erations. “We’re really happy with 
how things ended up. It was a lot of 
work ... and we’re really grateful to 
the staff  for the amount of work.

“We’ve been fortunate now that the 
weather has been on our side for the 
last weeks. It was extending our sea-
son to a point where it hasn’t been 
typically to the end of March. We’re 
reaping some of the rewards.” 

The resort had been shut down in 
advance of last winter in large part 
because of the drought conditions at 
the time, but new owners Paul and 
Renee Warkentin stepped up and took 
it over with great optimism about its 
potential. They hired Sawatzky to 
handle day-to-day operations.

For Sawatzky, who grew up in Win-
kler and recalled going often to Hol-
iday Mountain, there was a strong 
desire to ensure they had everything 
in the best shape possible and to not 
over extend themselves this fi rst sea-

son. 
“It was an evolving challenge, giv-

en that things had been dormant and 
shut down for a season, and it caused 
a whole slew of issues,” he said. “With 
the late start, never mind getting ev-
erything up to snuff , it took us a lot 
longer, so we weren’t to the standard 
that we expect from ourselves as far 
as the quality of the runs and every-
thing.

“People were patient with us, and 
we didn’t give up, and we feel like 
we got a pretty good product out 
there now. We’ve been getting some 
good feedback the last few weeks on 
the condition of the runs and every-
thing.”

And they have been blessed with 
some favorable weather and good 
conditions even leading up to spring 
break week as they prepared to end 

 FACEBOOK.COM/HOLIDAYMOUNTAIN
The Holiday Mountain ski resort in La Riviere opened under new ownership and 

management this winter after being closed for the 2021-2022 season. They 

wrapped up the season last weekend.

By Voice staff 

Assiniboine Community College 
(ACC) is off ering a second intake for 
its Practical Nursing program in Mor-
den.

The college last week announced the 
successful applicants will begin their 
studies at the rural rotating training 
site in downtown Morden in January 
2025. 

There’s room for 25 students, with 
priority given to applicants who live 
within 100 kilometres of Morden 
and/or within the Southern Health 
Santé-Sud Region.

“This area of the province is grow-
ing, and we’re proud to not only off er 
access to opportunities for students, 
but also to help answer the call for 
increasing healthcare needs,” Assini-
boine president Mark Frison said in a 
news release. “The college continues 
to be responsive to the labour mar-
ket and community needs, and rural 
rotating nursing sites are an import-
ant way of achieving that. Thanks to 
the community, the province and the 
health region for the continued sup-
port in ensuring we can off er training 
to future nurses close to home.”

Funding from the provincial govern-

ment in 2021 expanded Assiniboine’s 
Portage la Prairie nursing site to wel-
come 35 new students each year and 
allowed for three additional rural ro-
tating sites every two years. 

In recent weeks, the college has an-
nounced rural rotating sites to begin 
in September 2024 in Virden and Ot-
terburne, along with a one-time rural 
site in Neepawa set to begin January 
2024. 

The fi nal rural rotating site for the 
2024-25 academic year will be an-
nounced soon. 

In addition to rural rotating sites, 
the college has permanent Practical 

Nursing programs at its campuses 
in Brandon, Winnipeg, Dauphin, and 
Portage.

The Morden training site began 
training its fi rst crop of nursing stu-
dents in January. The full-time pro-
gram lasts two years and includes 
work placements in the fi eld in both 
years as part of the curriculum.

Applications for Morden’s Practical 
Nursing site will be assessed and ad-
mitted on an ongoing basis.

Learn more at assiniboine.net/nurs-
ing.

 

Morden nursing program to continue with second intake 

the season.
“It was pretty mild, so the crowds 

came out, and we’ve seen some really 
good numbers,” said Sawatzky.

He noted having had good snowfall 
though still doesn’t negate the need to 
make snow.

“Manmade snow and natural snow 
are actually quite diff erent,” he ex-
plained. “As far as the moisture con-
tent, the natural snow is very light and 
fl uff y and doesn’t pack and groom 
well, so you really need to rely on the 
manmade stuff  here ... we couldn’t do 
without the manmade snow.”

He looks forward to next season 
when they will be in a better position 
to resume a range of programs, activi-
ties, and events. This year their “focus 
was on making sure we have a good 
product before we make too many 
promises on the activities. 

“We’ve been focusing on the hill and 
the conditions and just getting the re-
sort into shape ... with our late start 
and staffi  ng, it just wasn’t feasible to 
do it all this fi rst year,” Sawatzky said. 
“Next year, once we have the ability 
to get ahead of the game, we’re go-
ing to start to incorporate some of the 
bigger events and the programs for 
kids.”

There were able to do some of that 
last weekend—Sunday included face 
painting, a scavenger hunt, an obsta-
cle course, and more for families who 
came out for the fi nal day of skiing.
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Comforters for Ukraine

By Lorne Stelmach

A group of quilters in Manitou have 
been putting their skills to use to help 
out in places like war-torn Ukraine.

It started a year ago when Delores 
Christoff  and  her husband were 
watching the news about the war in 
Ukraine.

She likes to quilt and soon had the 
interest from another friend as well, 
so a few ladies from Manitou and sur-
rounding communities got together 
last April to discuss how they could 
help out. They dubbed the eff ort 
Comforters for Ukraine.

“Four of us got together and we had 
a meeting and kind of set up a com-
mittee,” shared Christoff . “Then I 
contacted the Manitou Legion to see 
about using their building. Nobody 
really had a house where we would 
be able to spread out.

“They let us use their building 
during the day ... that was their way 
to help. We’ve used their basement 
for a little bit of storage space. We’ve 
gone in there and worked sometimes 
for a week at a time ... it worked out 
really well.”

They were soon getting donations of 
both funds and fabrics coming their 
way from individuals and places like 
Petkau Enterprises and Windygates 

Community Club.
“We put the word out that we were 

taking donations of fabric and we had 
boxes and boxes and boxes of fabric 
come in—it was almost overwhelm-
ing. It took us a about three days just 
go kind of get our heads around it,” 
said Christoff . “We called a few other 
ladies we knew who stitched, and it 
just kind of took off  from there.

"We had a couple of ladies come up 
three or four times from Morden, and 
they spent a day with us. We kind 
of took the summer off  and then got 
back at it in the fall.”

Over several months of cutting fab-
rics, sewing machines stitching, peo-
ple tying, and a lot of community en-
couragement, the fi nal result was 48 
comforters were produced and sent 
on their way overseas.

They ended up taking them to MCC, 
as the global relief agency has the ex-
perience and knowledge to handle 
the shipping and determine where 
they would be most needed.

“They know what they’re doing; 
they’ve been doing it for decades,” 
said Christoff .

She is so pleased with the response 
and support that came their way from 
the community.

“Giving money is nice, but I think 

this gives it a bit more of a purpose, I 
think ... it was very very heartwarm-
ing to see the support.

“It was just very well received, and 
we were certainly encouraged to con-
tinue on to do quilts now for Turkey,” 
Christoff  noted. “We set up an account 
at the credit union here ... people have 
come into the credit union here and 
deposited straight into our bank ac-
count ... it’s been very encouraging to 
see the support."

People can continue to support the 
project with donations of fabric and/
or money. 

“There’s some stuff  we have to buy, 
like the backing for the fabric ... we 
also have to buy the batting that goes 
between the layers.”

For more information or if you want 
to help, contact Christoff  at 204-242-
2410 or Maureen Scott at 204-242-
4049.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Manitou area quilters have been hard at work this past year with the Comforters 

for Ukraine project. Dozens of blankets have already been shipped, and organizers 

hope to make many more, this time for those in need in Turkey.

Manitou area quilters make dozens of 
blankets for shipment overseas

Stretcher service launched in Morden-Winkler
By Voice staff 

A new service that began in Mor-
den-Winkler last week will help free 
up paramedics and ambulances for 
emergencies while still ensuring pa-
tients can get where they need to be.

On March 27, Health Minister Au-
drey Gordon announced the launch 
of dedicated stretcher services for 
Morden-Winkler, Brandon, and Sel-
kirk to  provide transportation for 
low-acuity patients.

Continued on page 10
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Notice of Environment Act Proposal
Manitoba Environment and Climate invites public comment on the 
following proposal:
Winkler Meats Ltd. – Meat Processing and Slaughter Facility–FILE: 5861.10
Winkler Meats Ltd. proposed to expand its meat processing and 
slaughter facility located at 270 George Avenue, in Winkler, Manitoba. 
The proposed expansion will increase the slaughter capacity of the 
facility from 26,000 to 182,000 hogs/year. Mitigation measures are in 
place to manage and control environmental impacts.
Anyone potentially affected by this proposal may contact Eshetu 
Beshada, Senior Environmental Engineer, in writing or by email 
at Eshetu.Beshada@gov.mb.ca no later than May 8, 2023. Further 
information is available from the Online Public Registry: www.gov.
mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to this proposal is public and will 
be available to the proponent and placed on the public registry per 
Section 17 of The Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate

Box 35 – 14 Fultz Boulevard
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6

Toll-Free: 1-800-282-8069  Fax: 204-945-5229
Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries

Morden Elks hold 57th Jam Can
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Morden Elk’s annual Jam Can 
Bonspiel brought hundreds of kids 
to the ice at the Morden Curling Club 
last month.

The March 25 event kicked off  spring 
break by inviting Gr. 1-7 students to 
rink to try their hand at the sport for 
free. About 320 kids took part.

While a few had curled before, most 
were fi rst-timers, shares Elk Henry 
Penner.

“The majority of them are have nev-
er been on  the ice or thrown a rock,” 
he says, adding with a chuckle that 
“it’s a bit of controlled chaos out 
there.”

The bonspiel has been a time-hon-
oured tradition in Morden for de-
cades. Penner himself was at the in-
augural event in 1967.

“I was in Grade 7 for the fi rst one 
and we happened to have a bonspiel 

thaw in the old arena, which had just 
natural ice,” he recalls. “So there was 
like an inch of water over everything 
on that rink and here we had little 
Grade 1’ers pushing these big cans 
across the ice ... it was really quite a 
gong show.

“The term ‘Jam Can’ started up be-
cause the fi rst rocks were actually 
just old jam cans or liter jugs,” Pen-
ner adds. “They would pour water in 
there and put a wooden handle on it 
for us to throw.”

Since then, generations of Morden 
kids have taken part in the event. It’s 
been streamlined somewhat from 
a multi-day competition to just one 
day, but what hasn’t changed is the 
amount of fun had by players and or-
ganizers alike.

“It’s a little bit diff erent now then is 
used to be, but it’s always been kind 
of an amazing thing to me that these 
little teams that didn’t know each oth-

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Morden Curling Club was packed March 25 for the annual Elks Jam Can 

Bonspiel, which introduced hundreds of kids to the sport. Below: A few of the 

teams with their medals.

er from a hole in a ground, by the end 
of the day, they get to know each other 
and to know the sport,” says Penner.

For the Elks, it’s another way for 
them to give back to the community.

“We’re a service organization,” Pen-

“Establishing a stretcher service in these com-
munities to support stable patients going to ap-
pointments or between facilities will allow para-
medics and ambulances to focus more eff orts on 
providing life-saving care in the community,” 
Gordon said. 

While new to rural Manitoba, the low-acuity 
inter-facility transport (IFT) service is similar 
to a long-standing contracted service provided 
in Winnipeg that transports hospital inpatients 
and personal care home residents to medical ap-
pointments, diagnostic tests or treatment. 

Brandon-area services were added in January, 
Selkirk launched in early February, and Mor-
den-Winkler operations began last week, all con-
tracted out to Patient Transport Services.

High-acuity (very sick or injured) patients will 
continue to be transported by ambulance in all 
situations where paramedic skills may be need-
ed or a transfer to a more specialized centre is 

required.
The province says adding IFT services in these 

three communities has already saved ambulanc-
es more than 300 trips and is expected to save 
approximately 3,600 trips in total each year.

“Historically, ambulances staff ed by highly 
skilled paramedics have been used to transport 
patients to routine medical appointments, diag-
nostic or laboratory tests, or for treatment. This 
often takes a crew out of a community for an 
extended period of time, requiring other crews 
to be re-positioned to provide coverage,” said 
Dr. Rob Grierson, chief medical offi  cer for emer-
gency response services, Shared Health. “With 
the move to a dedicated inter-facility transport 
resource, these services no longer need to draw 
upon our staff ed ambulances, keeping them in 
the communities that rely upon their specialized 
training and skills in an emergency.”

ner explains, noting they fundraise to 
support a variety of local projects and 
programs, including many youth-fo-
cused ones. “So working with chil-
dren fi ts right in with it.

“We’re just a bunch of guys that are 
doing trying to do good for the com-
munity and make the world a better 
place.”

Jam Can 2023 winners included:
• A-side: Gold went to Zac Addison, 

Carys Jenner, and Charlie Dyck; silver 
to Sinead Convery, Samaritha Harder, 
Emma Muense, and Evelyn Rodri-
guez; and bronze to Fedir Voziko, 
Valentyna Vozikov, Oliver Ramp-
ton-Reek, and Kezleigh Falk.

• B-side: Gold to Dublin Fehr, Kirin 
Donaldson, Gabriella Jerma, and Tes-
sa Brett; silver to Bohdan Zhyvotoc-
skyi, Carter Andrew, Ostap Patserni-
uk, and Keelie Albert; and bronze to 
Stella Tim, Sukhetskaya Polina, Ryder 
Verwey, and Priya Rowley.

>  STRETCHER SERVICE, FROM PG. 9
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Call 204-822-6622 to reserve your FREE TICKET

Cookies at the library
Sisters Madeleine and Maegan Luzadas pause in their cookie decorating 

eff orts at the Winkler Centennial Library on Friday. The event wrapped up a 

week of spring break activities that also included perler bead art, Lego Club, 

and spaghetti structure creations.

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

By Ashleigh Viveiros

If you’ve got thoughts on how Win-
kler can do a better job of getting 
people around town effi  ciently and 
sustainably, then an open house at 
Central Station this week is for you.

The City of Winkler is inviting the 
general public to the Main St. com-
munity centre on Thursday, April 6 
from 7-9 p.m.

The drop-in gather-
ing will give people 
the chance to weigh-in 
on the Transportation 
Feasibility Study coun-
cil has tasked Land-
mark Planning & De-
sign with carrying out.

“We’re hearing more 
and more that there is 
a real need and we’d like to see what 
exactly that need is,” Mayor Henry 
Siemens said.

Public transportation was a leading 
issue brought up in last fall’s election 
by residents and community service 
groups who highlighted the rising 
number of one-car or no-car families 
who are struggling to get to around 

town.
Siemens is hoping some of those 

people will come out this week to 
share their experiences.

“We fi nd quite often that the peo-
ple who have the greatest need many 
times also have the best suggestions 
and the best ideas,” he said. “We’re 
not going into this with any precon-
ceived notions in terms of what the 

solution might be. 
“We want to hear 

what the concerns 
are here, what the 
suggestions are, and 
then somehow work 
that towards what the 
solution is to create 
a made-in-Winkler, 
for-Winkler type solu-
tion.” 

Siemens notes the public open house 
is just one piece of the consultation 
puzzle: survey organizers have also 
been meeting this week with commu-
nity groups and business leaders to 
discuss the issue.

If you can’t make Thursday’s meet-
ing, Siemens noted they plan to pro-
vide other ways for residents to share 

Winkler transportation study 
open house on this Thursday

their thoughts, including on a survey 
to be posted on the City of Winkler 
website

“We want as many voices as possi-
ble to speak to this.”

“WE WANT AS MANY 

VOICES AS POSSIBLE 

TO SPEAK TO THIS.”

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888
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FIND THE HIDDEN FIND THE HIDDEN 
EGGS CONTEST

They are tiny eggs hidden deep within the 
paper... so search on every page!

No phone entries please... Email us with your name, 
age and phone number and the page numbers you 
found the eggs on and be entered to win.

P.S it’s not the eggs on this page, 
and they won’t be in any ad!

Contest Deadline Contest Deadline 
April 10April 10thth, 2023 at , 2023 at 

12 noon12 noon

gdyck@winklermordenvoice.cagdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca

Find the eggs that look like 
this on 3 different pages

For kids For kids 

12 & under 12 & under 

onlyonly

Kids! We have hidden Easter Eggs in 
this week’s edition. If you fi nd all three 
you can enter our Easter Egg Contest. 

2 lucky entries can win one of Two Gift Certifi cates 
from Meadows Amusements & Syl’s.

132-4132-4thth Ave. SE,  Ave. SE, 
Carman  204-745-2432Carman  204-745-2432

15044 MB-428, Winkler  15044 MB-428, Winkler  
204-325-8282204-325-8282

Praying your Easter 
will be bright with the hope 
and joy of our risen Saviour.

WINKLER 325-5223

Wishing you a 
Blessed Easter!

'Sweet Dreams of Patsy Cline' comes to Winkler April 14
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The P.W. Enns Centennial Concert 
Hall will be fi lled with timeless tunes 
next week as The InClines: Sweet 
Dreams of Patsy Cline show takes 

over the Winkler stage.
The April 14 tribute concert marks 

the group’s return to the stage after a 
three-year hiatus following a tumul-
tuous few years for lead singer Mi-
chelle Anseeuw.

What began as a pandemic-enforced 
absence from performing in public ex-
tended well beyond that as Anseeuw 
battled through a cancer diagnosis 
she received in late 2021.

“Even during COVID, I was always 
going to come back, but then cancer 
hit me,” she shares. “I went through 
treatments through the last year and 
so that kind of set me back.

“There was a lot of nervousness, 
wondering if my voice was going 
to be the same, because chemo does 
things to your body ... it was probably 
the worst time of my life, not know-
ing what was going to come out of it.”

Anseeuw's time on stage as a pro-
fessional singer stretches back to her 
fi rst concert in 2001 as part of what 
was then know as “InCLINEation: 
The Best of Patsy Cline.”

But while performing has become a 
big part of her life in the years since, 
she decided to take 2022 to focus on 
her health so she could come back 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Michelle Anseeuw performs the music 

of Patsy Cline at the Winkler concert 

hall April 14.

stronger than 
ever

“I didn’t use my 
voice that much 

during that time period because I 
thought, no, I’m not going to wreck it, 
if I can help it. So I did let it rest last 
year and focused on my healing.”

Since last fall, she’s been working 
slowly on her comeback, and it’s 
with a great deal of excitement—and 
perhaps a few nerves—that she’ll be 
making her post-pandemic debut in 
Winkler next week.

“With the band that fi rst 
rehearsal, after the fi rst 
song I started crying be-
cause it was like we hadn’t 
even left the stage,” An-
seeuw says. “It really was 
amazing ... [my band is] so 
awesome and so support-
ive. We just rock together.”

Anseeuw is backed up 
by fellow Manitoba musi-
cians Karl Ratchinsky, Ken 
Campbell, Wayne Lipis-
chak, and Tony Wytinck 
and vocalists Neil Keep and Karen 
Keep, who together recreate the mu-
sical stylings of The Jordainaires, who 
sung with Cline on some of her big-
gest hits.

Anseeuw stresses this show is about 
paying tribute to Cline, not trying to 
do a straight impersonation of the 
mid-20th-century songstress known 
for songs like “I Fall to Pieces” and 
“Crazy.”

“People had told me that I could 
sing Patsy and I just kind of went, 
yeah, but I don’t want to be an im-
personator,” she recalls of the days 
she fi rst started pulling the show to-
gether. “I’m coming at it as a tribute 
artist—paying tribute to the music of 
Patsy Cline.”

So while her costumes match the 
time period of the songs she’s sing-

ing as she and the 
show’s narrator 
take audiences 
through Cline’s 
short life (she died 
in a plane crash in 
1963 at the age of 
30), Anseeuw isn’t 
playing Cline on 
stage so much as 
simply celebrat-
ing the impact she 
had while she was 
here.

“What she accomplished in that pe-
riod of time, and how she pushed her-
self into being the star she was—she 
knew what she wanted right from the 
beginning—it’s quite the story.

“I don’t want to try to be her,” An-
seeuw says. “I want to be the person 
who can pay tribute to the artist she 
was and what she brought to people.”

The InClines take the stage on Fri-
day, April 14 at 7 p.m

Ticket information is available at 
winklerconcerthall.ca or at the Merid-
ian Exhibition Centre during business 
hours.

“HOW SHE PUSHED 

HERSELF INTO BEING 

THE STAR SHE WAS 

... IT’S QUITE THE 

STORY.”



$4M grant makes new 
childcare centre a reality
By Lori Penner

Laura Wiebe and Nicole Friesen are 
all smiles this week after hearing that 
their dream of building a new child-
care centre in Altona is about to come 
true.

Minister of Education and Early 
Childhood Learning Wayne Ewasko 
was also smiling as he showed up in 
Altona on Tuesday to announce that 
the childcare centre project will be re-
ceiving $4.1 million. 

The grant is part of the province’s 
latest off ering for capital projects that 
support the development of commu-
nity-based childcare spaces.

The good news generated a loud 
cheer from the crowd of municipal 
and school division representatives 

“In partnership with them, our 
goal is to have one location to meet 
the needs of the community and be-
yond,” Wiebe said. 

On top of the funds they’ve already 
raised, the grant will give them more 
than enough to complete the new $6.8 
million facility. The project will pro-
vide for the increasing needs of new-
comer families, and families requir-
ing part-time and/or casual extended 
hour childcare.

The happy news arrives just as the 
province follows through with their 
$10 a day daycare agreement to sup-
port families who can’t aff ord child-
care. Wiebe says since that agreement 
was announced, their waiting list for 
spaces has grown a mile long. 

“This funding could not have come 
at a better time.”

Altona Mayor Harv Schroeder said 
it’s a great day for Altona and the sur-
rounding area.

“Childcare is critical for a strong 
community,” he said, alluding to a 
study that was commissioned after 
the licensed childcare centre and local 
businesses leaders identifi ed a short-
age in spaces that was impacting the 

community and was a concern for 
employee recruitment and retention.

“We learned that only 4.2 per cent of 
children under 12 in Altona and the 
surrounding area had access to child-
care—well below the recommended 
amount. Since that study, the dedicat-
ed team at the Kiddie Sunshine Cen-
tre and the board have poured their 
time, eff ort, and energy in creating a 
plan to address this shortage.”

The Town of Altona has committed 
$1 million towards this build. 

“As a council we recognize the im-
portance of this project,” the mayor 
said. 

“As of today, we are sitting at 100 per 
cent of our fundraising target,” Wiebe 
shared. “So, a big thank you to all our 
community investors, including the 
Town of Altona, Red River Mutual, 
Friesens Corp., Elmer’s Manufactur-
ing, as well as Access Credit Union 
and Buff alo Creek Mills. We’ve seen 
a lot of tremendous support in this 
community, and we wouldn’t be here 
today without their help.”

She added with a grin, “I guess our 
next step is putting out some tenders 
so the work can begin.”

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Kiddie Sunshine Centre Inc. board members Nicole Friesen and Laura Wiebe say 

the $4 million provincial grant announced last week will allow them to start to 

build a new childcare centre as early as this year.  

and fi nancial supporters gathered at 
the Border Land School Division of-
fi ce, near the future site of the new 
facility.

“As your government is commit-
ted to creating access to aff ordable 
quality and inclusive childcare ser-
vices in high needs communities that 
have limited access to childcare and 
childcare providers, I want to thank 
Laura and Nicole for their tireless 
hard work on this project. I also want 
to acknowledge the dedication and 
hard work of the entire community of 
Altona,”Ewasko said.

The grant will create 98 new child-
care spaces in the community, 75 per 
cent of which are designated for chil-
dren six and under.

Altona’s current daycare facility, 
Kiddie Sunshine Centre, was estab-
lished in 2003. The building itself 
used to be a church and is well over 
70 years old.

“The dream really began four years 
ago,” Wiebe recalled. “It started as an 
expansion and renovation of our cur-
rent building on Centre Ave., hoping 
to fi t in more spaces. 

“After diving into that, we realized 
that putting more money into an old 
building was just not feasible. We lit-
erally have railway ties as some of the 
structures in our basement. Another 
challenge at our current location is 
accessibility. We only have staircases. 
We looked into elevators and ramps, 
but even with that amount of invest-
ment, it would still not meet the needs 
of the community, so we were pushed 
to dream bigger. And that’s where we 
fi nd ourselves today.”

Since the Kiddie Sunshine Centre 
amalgamated with the Rhineland 
Childcare Centre last year, they have 
69 licensed spaces—49 at the Centre 
Ave. location and 20 at Border Land 
School Division.

Manitoba Minister of Education and 

Early Childhood Learning Wayne Ewasko 

was in town last week to announce the 

grant funding.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Better times ahead for Altona & 
District Chamber of Commerce
By Lori Penner

The Altona and District Chamber of 
Commerce is looking back on a year 
of changes.

At their annual general meeting last 
week, board president Kal Smith said 
the biggest change was the partner-
ship that was formed with SEED.

“We feel this is working toward a 
better-connected community and al-
lows us to have a larger breadth of 
knowledge to serve 
our business com-
munity.”

Staff  at the cham-
ber have changed as 
well, with the solid 
foundation laid by 
those before them, 
Smith said. Econom-
ic development offi  -
cer Stephanie Harris 
has welcomed Chloe 
Driedger as the agen-
cy’s new programs and events coor-
dinator.

Local businesses have also had to 
deal with changes. 

“There continues to be employee 
shortages. While supply chain issues 
may have improved, now we have 
the dreaded labour and product cost 
increases to deal with,” Smith said. 
“This is another hurdle for our busi-
nesses to maneuver.”

However, in spite of these challeng-
es, the chamber has gained some trac-

went through a strategic planning 
session. 

“Getting like-minded people to-
gether is one thing you’ll hear from 
me every year,” said Smith. “Having 
a network of knowledge is very im-
portant.”

The chamber will be hosting a num-
ber of Lunch and Learn events in the 
coming months, focused on industry, 
trades, manufacturing, food services, 
personal services, and retail services. 

“We want to specifi cally focus on 
diff erent businesses and connect with 
them to establish their needs and see 
how we can help,” Smith said.

There’s a real sense of optimism in 
town, he noted. The expansion of Al-
tona’s Industrial Park is a good exam-
ple of that.

“We’ve all driven past that big mud 
pile along the highway and you can’t 

help thinking, wow! There’s that 
much work happening. There must 
be some businesses coming. Things 
are being done to bring in more busi-
nesses and more people. And when 
you bring in more people, you help 
the businesses, be it retail or hospital-
ity. It’s just a cascade eff ect.”

Following their fi rst full year post 
pandemic, Smith says the organiza-
tion was able to get back to its core 
purpose, which is getting out and 
meeting with people. 

“Being able to get out and chat with 
people, talk with people, be able to 
connect a little more. We’ve certainly 
done more of that than we’ve done in 
previous years.

“Better times are ahead, and I cer-
tainly look forward to it.”

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
The Altona & District Chamber of Commerce board held its AGM last week. From 

left: Brittany Dyck, programs and events coordinator Chloe Driedger, Donna 

Rosling Walters, economic development offi  cer Stephanie Harris, Tammy Friesen, 

Tim Bergen, Rachael Friesen, Curt Martens, board president Kal Smith, and Ben 

Johnson.

Altona & District Chamber of 

Commerce president Kal Smith shared  

the challenges and successes of 2022 

with a crowd of business owners at 

the agency’s annual general meeting 

last week.

“A FOCUS OVER 

THE PAST YEAR 

HAS BEEN GETTING 

PEOPLE INVOLVED.”

By Lori Penner
 
Back by popular demand, the Vil-

lage of Neubergthal will once again 
be hosting a series of Low German 
presentations featuring stories, po-
etry, music, readings, and conversa-
tion, with a little comedy thrown in 
for good measure.

Save two Sundays in April and pre-
pare to be educated and entertained.
Whether you have a Mennonite back-
ground or not, Plautdietschet Tiedt-
fedrief 2023 (“Passing the time with 
Low German”) will not disappoint.

“This event has a little bit of ev-
erything,” says organizer Joe Braun. 
“While it is meant to entertain, it’s 

also meant to preserve the Mennonite 
language and the heritage that came 
with it. 

“It’s important, not just for those of 
us who remember it, and can maybe 
still speak it, but also for the younger 
generation who needs to be remind-
ed.”

On Saturday, April 15, you’ll be im-
mersed in Low German stories and 
poetry by Carol Kroeker followed by 
a round of sweet Country Gospel mu-
sic by Elfrieda Neufeld and Friends 
and conversation in Low German 
with Robert Egachie of Roseau River 
First Nation.

The following Saturday, April 22, 
will feature Tina Fehr Kehler and An-

gela Klassen as they present Mitsch & 
Suss, followed by more country gos-
pel from Hein and Marie Wall and 
friends  and “This & That” conversa-
tion led by Jolanda Friesen and Joyce 
Friesen.

Both presentations take place at 2 
p.m. at the Neubergthal Commons 
Barn on 5013 Rd. 1W, off  Hwy. 421, 
southeast of Altona, between Hwy. 75 
and Hwy. 30.

The $20 admission includes refresh-
ments.

Pre-registration is preferred. Call or 
text 204-216-0012, or email sawatzky.
kimberly@gmail.com to do so.

Plautdietschet Tiedtfedrief 2023 is coming up

tion in the business community. 
“New businesses are showing up 

in town,” Smith said. “Ownership 
changes throughout the year are 
keeping businesses here in the com-
munity. And that’s great to see.”

Meanwhile, the chamber has off ered 
incentives to their members.

“A focus over the past year has 
been getting people involved,” Smith 
shared. “There were a handful of 
women in business events last year, 

bringing together wom-
en in leadership roles to 
connect. 

“We also had a career 
showcase last fall. Some 
local talent is always a 
priority for local busi-
nesses. In partnership 
with the school, we got 
numerous local youth in 
front of businesses.”

Another big coup was 
the nearly $190,000 

worth of Chamber Bucks sold last 
year. 

“Chamber Bucks have been selling 
like gangbusters,” Smith said. “It was 
the whole COVID thing when nobody 
could go out or celebrate together. So 
a lot of businesses bought Chamber 
Bucks to give to their employees. To 
the employees, it’s like cash, and they 
spend it at a chamber member’s busi-
ness. That supports the economy in 
Altona and area, which is the most 
important thing.”

Retail services continued to be a big 
focus last year. The Shop Local initia-
tive in December boasted 30 partici-
pants.

Looking forward, the board recently 
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EMBRACES COMMUNITYthrough employee giving.
FRIESENS

READ MORE AT
Friesens.com

Employee ownership model a big part of Friesens’ success story
Friesens Corporation has always 

considered their employees as the 
main characters in their success story, 
and their ownership model refl ects 
that sentiment.

The internationally renowned print-
ing company uses an indirect employ-
ee ownership model that ensures its 
staff  has a stake in Friesens’ success.

It is this ownership that makes the 
company’s story so special, says CEO 
Chad Friesen, who explains how it all 
works.

“It used to be that people would 
buy individual stock in the compa-
ny. We’ve gravitated to today, where 
we’re owned by an employee trust. 
The only thing you have to do to be-
come a benefi ciary of that trust is to 
be a full-time or part-time employee 
of Friesens.”

Employees qualify after three 
months with the company, and cred-
its build over time.

“Your portion of the employee own-
ership payment is based on your years 
of experience and your earnings,” 
Friesen says. “So not only do you get 
paid overtime, but you also get more 
credit towards your employee owner-
ship benefi ts.”

Payments are dispersed three times 

a year. Over the last 12 months, about 
$5 million was shared amongst Fries-
ens employee-owners. 

“These three payments would 
equate to about $10,000 for the av-
erage employee,” shares Friesen. 
“That’s a very signifi cant component 
to how our employees are rewarded 
for their involvement in ownership. 
What we’ve been able to do is build 
a model where we think ‘we before 
me.’ We remove individualism from 
our thinking, and we think collec-
tively.”

Ownership is a source of pride for 
the company’s 650 employees and is 
also a big draw for newcomers. 

Employee-owners Albert and Jonie 
Sta. Maria, originally from the Philip-
pines, have been working at Friesens 
since 2018 and expressed it this way, 
“It’s that sense of ownership in the 
company that motivates us to work 
hard and do our best. We both feel 
motivated to work hard because we 
know that we’ll be proudly account-
able for Friesens' success and will 
happily benefi t in its growth. We love 
that it feels like we’re a family work-
ing together while supporting each 
other.”

At Friesens, employee ownership 

means more than just receiving a reg-
ular paycheque. It’s a diff erent place 
to work with a diff erent atmosphere 
and mindset. It’s a sense of pride and 
a vested interest, where everyone is 
fueled by a desire to see “their com-
pany” succeed.

Elsie Bogaert, another employee-
owner, shared her thoughts, “I believe 
one of the most important parts is the 
fi nancial profi ts that we all receive 
because it inspires and motivates us 
to do our best. It also instills in us a 
sense of pride when we do succeed, 
which makes us feel good and again 
translates into wanting to do our best. 
It’s like a never-ending circle of suc-
cess between the company, and the 
employees.”

Only a handful of Canadian com-
panies use this model of ownership, 
Friesen says. 

Acting as an owner is a refl ection 
of the employees’ core values. This 
value infl uences their commitment 
to quality, customer care, safety, con-
tinuous improvement, profi tability, 
training, community engagement, the 
environment, and much more. 

That translates into many things, 
such as maintaining a reputation of 
high standards, manufacturing supe-
rior quality products, and being part 
of a team that is proud of what the 
company has accomplished over its 

long, rich history.
“Customers, visitors, and even em-

ployees recognize that the people 
who work here truly care, not just 
about their jobs, but about each oth-
er,” says Friesen. 

Their employee retention rate is also 
better than many other businesses.

“Our engagement level with our 
staff  is better than many other com-
panies because of our openness and 
transparency,” says Friesen. “Every 
employee owner receives a copy of 
our business plan. We try to be trans-
parent in outcomes and strategies. 
But it’s about more than just the fi nan-
cials. It’s about being truly engaged in 
the place where you work.”

“I think many of our staff  wouldn’t 
be here if it wasn’t for this model. 
They could always do other things 
and be with other companies. But 
they chose to be here. This is a unique 
story, and that’s the part that tracks 
people to join and stay. 

“Yes, it feels awesome to hand out 
cheques. But ultimately, you want 
people to be a part of the whole story, 
and I have pride telling people how 
this company started, how we’re 
owned, and how that benefi ts the 
lives of the people who work here.”

Paid advertorial

Albert Sta. Maria, who 

works at Friesens 

alongside wife Jonie, 

says employee-

ownership is a 

great motivator for 

staff . "We both feel 

motivated to work 

hard because we know 

that we'll be proudly 

accountable for 

Friesens' success and 

will happily benefi t in 

its growth."
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Elsie Bogaert says the fi nancial profi t sharing is a huge benefi t to working at 

Friesens. "It inspires and motivates us to do our best."
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ACAN hosting Active Transportation Day April 15
By Lori Penner

 Most of us think nothing of hopping 
in our car for a short trip uptown, but 
the organizers of an upcoming event 
are hoping to give you a new perspec-
tive on how to get around.

The Altona Community Action 
Network (ACAN) is hosting Active 
Transportation Day—Creating Space 
for People on Saturday, April 15.

ACAN member Jonah Langelotz 
says the afternoon will be fi lled with 
activities that encourage alternatives 
to driving.

“Besides this being an annual ACAN 
event attached to Earth Day, this is 
also the coming together of a couple 
of other projects,” he says. “One of 
them is the Communities for Climate 
project that I’m managing in Altona.  

“Some of the workshops the Green 
Action Centre was off ering to com-
munities and schools were things like 
learning to bike and a maintenance 
workshop. We thought about how we 
can get the most out of those kinds of 
things for our community, and that 
part of it should be a broader con-
versation about how to make riding 
your bike or walking or other modes 
of transportation beside just driving 
more accessible and appealing to peo-
ple. So that’s how we got into think-
ing about the big picture and the idea 
of active transportation.”

Several ACAN partners are leading 

the day’s events, including Leanne 
Perry who works for Winnipeg Trails.  

“She’s bringing some plain bicycles 
that are user friendly and easy to ride 
and teaching people how to ride and 
interact with vehicles and maybe 
those who don’t know how to bike at 
all.”

The parking lot at The Community 
Exchange on Main St. will be lined 
with bike racks to create space and to 
give parking priority to bikes rather 
than cars.

Snacks and drinks will also be avail-
able inside, where volunteers from 
the Green Action Centre will have 
bikes hooked up to blenders to make 
smoothies. The afternoon will also 
feature several activities for families 
with children to enjoy.

A panel discussion will include Per-
ry and special guests such as Anders 
Swanson of Winnipeg Trails.

“They have done work in other rural 
communities,” Langelotz says. “Both 
have been involved in advocacy to 
make biking an act of transportation 
more accessible for quite a while Win-
nipeg.”

Another presenter is Kayla Daw-
son. She works for the City of Selkirk 
in charge of sustainability and active 
transportation. 

“Selkirk has an active transporta-
tion plan. And that’s one of the things 
we’re hoping might come out of this 
event,” noted Langelotz

Spring break funSpring break fun
PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

There was lots of fun and games last week at the City of Morden’s annual 

Spring Break Day Camp. “We had a lot of diff erent crafts, and we were 

doing a lot of group games together,” said Morden recreation programmer 

Brookelynn Wolfe. “We had a dance instructor come to teach the kids some 

dance, and we were at the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre as well. We had 

16 kids all fi ve days, so it was completely full for the week.”

By Voice staff 

A multi-month police drug investi-
gation in Altona led to the second ar-
rest of the same man last week.

Altona Police Service offi  cers were 
joined by members of the Regional 
Tactical Support Team last Tuesday 
evening in executing a search warrant 
at an apartment complex in south-
west Altona. 

The warrant stemmed from a drug 
traffi  cking investigation that began in 
late 2022, shares Chief Dan Defer.

On Dec. 31, police searched this 
same apartment suite and arrested 
a 25-year-old Altona man. He was 

charged with traffi  cking metham-
phetamine, traffi  cking Alprazolam, 
possession of psilocybin, possession 
of codeine, and possession of hydro-
morphone.

The investigation continued and 
culminated with last week’s second 
search of the apartment, resulting in 
the same man being arrested once 
again.

He is facing new charges of traffi  ck-
ing methamphetamine and posses-
sion of cocaine, psilocybin, codeine, 
hydromorphone, and counterfeit cur-
rency.  

He remained in custody last week.

Altona man charged again 
after second police drug bust

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888

Langelotz says that as the communi-
ty grows, there should be more places 
for people to bike. 

“That goes for walking too, or 
whether you’re in a wheelchair. There 
are all kinds of diff erent ways of mov-
ing, and many can’t drive. That’s 
where the conversation becomes 
about accessibility, not just activity. 
So, in some ways, accessible transpor-
tation is really kind of at the heart of 
this conversation, too.”

He notes that biking is a more af-
fordable transportation option. 

“Plus it’s better for your health, and 
in some instances faster than a car. 
The hope is that this event will get 
people thinking about all this and 
talking about it.”

The day will include lots of opportu-
nities for feedback.

“An ACAN member is creating a 
large interactive map for people to 
engage with at the event,” Langelotz 
says. “They can mark their favourite 
places in town to walk or ride their 
bike and diff erent routes they enjoy. 
They can mark where they work and 
where they live, so they can get some 
kind of practical information from 
others on what their experience is 
and share more information on what 
they’d like to see or what would make 
them more comfortable moving for-
ward to walk or use their bikes.”

This feedback will be used by Mike 

Hiebert from the Earth Team, who is 
putting a proposal together for Town 
Council to encourage an active trans-
portation plan for the community.

The hope, Langelotz says, is that an 
expert will come out and help them 
with long term planning and vision-
ing on how to connect and link up 
some of the trails, or to identify and 
improve certain areas that are prob-
lem spots for bikes and bring in some 
signage.

“There is lots of funding available 
for projects like this,” he says. “Mike 
has talked to other towns and munici-
palities who have done stuff  like this. 
It becomes a centerpiece and an at-
traction that could be very functional, 
and that research shows is benefi cial 
and a lot more economic in the long 
run than things like road repairs.”

Active Transportation Day will wrap 
up with a Community Bike Ride.

“We’ll all get on our bikes and ride 
around town and celebrate being able 
to move on the road that also rightful-
ly belongs to people on bikes,” Lan-
gelotz says. “It will be sort of a parade 
of sorts.”

The route for the ride has yet to be 
chosen.

The day gets underway at 1 p.m. 
and wraps up with the ride starting 
at 3:30 p.m. Head to altonacan.ca for 
more information.
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Flyers-Pistons 
playoff goes to 
game seven
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers bounced back 
in a big way in their playoff  series 
against the Steinbach Pistons last 
week, forcing a fi nal game seven on 
the road Tuesday.

After winning game one but then 
losing game two in the fi rst week of 
the series, the Flyers found them-
selves on the wrong side of the score-
board in games three and four as well.

The Pistons took the March 28 match 
3-1 on home ice. Mike Svenson scored 
Winkler’s lone goal at the end of the 
second period. Malachi Klassen made 
28 saves in net off  31 shots. His team-
mates fi red 38 the other way.

It was another close one the next 
night in Winkler, but it still swung 
Steinbach’s way.

The Pistons managed to score the 
game’s only goal early in the second. 
Winkler wasn’t able to make good on 
its 23 scoring chances. Klassen made 
28 saves in net off  29 shots.

After a couple days of rest, the Fly-
ers shook those losses off  and went on 
to crush the Pistons in game fi ve.

Goals from Zach Nicolas and Xyon 
Kiemeney tied the game at 1-1 and 2-2 
in the fi rst period

Period two was all Winkler, with 
goals fi red home by Mike Svenson, 
Nicholas McKeen, Brody Beauche-
min, and Dalton Andrew to give the 
Flyers a solid 6-2 lead heading into 
the fi nal period.

Steinbach managed one more but 
Andrew’s second of the night wid-
ened the gap once more en route to 
the 7-3 win for Winkler.

Klassen stood tall in net once again 
for the Flyers, making 33 saves as 
Steinbach outshot Winkler 36-27.

Sunday night’s game six saw Win-

kler tie the series at three games each 
with a 3-1 win in front of a hometown 
crowd.

The Flyers got a goal each period 
courtesy of Gavin Waltz in the fi rst, 
Nicolas in the second, and Logan Fil-
lion in the third. Steinbach scored late 
in the fi rst.

The Pistons once again led in shots 
on goal, 33-29, with Klassen making 
32 saves in net for Winkler.

And so it all comes down to game 
seven in Steinbach on Tuesday. Re-
sults were not available at press time.

In the East Division’s other playoff  
series, the Portage Terriers knocked 

PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Winkler goalie Malachi Klassen shuts 

the door on the wrap-around scoring 

attempt by Steinbach's Nicholas Mikan 

in game four, which the Pistons took 

1-0. Right: Dalton Andrew looks to avoid 

Steinbach's Warren Clark. Andrew two 

nights later would lead the Flyers' 

comeback with two goals and an assist 

in their 7-3 win in game fi ve.

the Niverville Nighthawks out of the 
running four games to one. They’ll 
play the winner of the Pistons-Flyers 
series in the semi-fi nals.

In the West Division, the Dauphin 

Kings are up 3-2 over the Swan Valley 
Stampeders and the Virden Oil Capi-
tals are leading their series against the 
OCN Blizzard 4-2.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



18   The Voice  Thursday, April 6, 2023

www.bendit.ca 204-331-4179

Now may the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and 

peace in believing.... 
Romans 15:13

MORDEN’S 
DOLLAR STORE

...PLUS MORE
473 STEPHEN ST. 204-822-5441

“HE IS NOT 
HERE; HE 

HAS RISEN!” 
LUKE 24:6-7

Thanks be unto God 

For His 
unspeakable 

gift!

Morden native helps lead 
Toronto Six to victory
By Lorne Stelmach

A Mordenite played a pivotal role 
recently in helping her team bring 
home the women’s hockey champi-
onship.

Taylor Woods scored the game-ty-
ing goal to force overtime, where the 
Toronto Six then scored the winner at 
4:23 for a 4-3 victory over the Minne-
sota Whitecaps.

It fi nished off  a strong season for To-
ronto, which fi nished second in the 
seven-team Premier Hockey Feder-
ation and became the fi rst Canadian 
team to appear in and win the cham-
pionship.

“I’m excited to get my day with the 
cup now too and to celebrate with my 
friends and family back home,” said 
Woods last week. 

“It’s amazing. It’s three seasons in 
the making pretty much,” she said, 
suggesting they felt at the start of the 
season that this team had the poten-

as an alternate captain in her senior 
season, Woods was then was a main-
stay in the lineup of the Markham/
Brampton Thunder of the Canadian 
Women’s Hockey League starting in 
2016. She won the Clarkson Cup with 
Markham in 2018.

Woods thinks connecting for the ty-
ing goal was a refl ection of one of her 
strengths on the ice.

“I think I know plays that are going 
to happen like three or fi ve seconds 
ahead of time,” she suggested. “On 
the game tying goal there, as soon as I 
saw that turnover, I knew I had to get 
there for any rebounds.

Woods believes she can be strong 
both defensively and off ensively.

“And I’ve heard too that even 
though I’m small, I’m a little vicious 
and strong on the puck, so people 
maybe don’t like to battle me in the 
corners.”

The league off ers a high level of 

hockey, she observed, as the only pro-
fessional women’s league right now, 
although it is believed there may be a 
second one next year.

“It’s attracting more people, a lot of 
players coming from NCAA hockey 
... it’s getting word of mouth,” Woods 
said. “We have more exposure, and 
we have just more respect.”

She is keeping her options open at 
this point for next season, but she sees 
a good future for the women’s game.

“Most of the players are going to be 
making a livable wage ... that’s the 
goal that we have had since day one,” 
said Woods. “I’m keeping my ears 
open day by day.

"I’ve loved my time with the Toron-
to Six. It’s an option for sure ... if we 
could keep that core group and say 
hey, we’re the team to beat, come and 
get us.”

 SUPPLED PHOTO BY KATE FRESE
The Toronto Six, featuring Morden's own Taylor Woods, won the women's hockey 

championship last month.

tial to go the distance. “We had a re-
ally talented roster ... and we could 
really focus on how we can improve, 
how can we be a better playoff  team.

“As soon as we found our game, I 
think we were pretty much unstop-
pable,” said Woods, citing the impor-
tance of having such an experienced 
roster. "It makes a huge diff erence. 
Having players that have experience 
with each other and knowing the 
cohesion of the group ... we weren’t 
having to fi nd new chemistry; it was 
sort of going on what we had already.

“Having had some adversity ... we 
were thinking, okay, what do we need 
to do ... it was going back to the white 
board,” she said. “And it was just the 
commitment, the commitment to the 
team and just doing your job.”

Formerly the National Women’s 
Hockey League, the Premier Hockey 
Federation was founded in 2015 with 
four teams and has since grown to in-
clude seven: the Boston Pride, Buff alo 
Beauts, Connecticut Whale, Metropol-
itan Riveters, Minnesota Whitecaps, 
Montreal Force, and Toronto Six.

The Six were previously 0-3 in the 
playoff s, and they had been down a 
game to Connecticut in the best-of-
three semifi nal series before rallying 
from a two-goal defi cit to win in over-
time. That momentum carried To-
ronto into a decisive 3-0 win in game 
three to set the stage for the fi nal.

The championship adds to an al-
ready strong resume for Woods, who 
was a member of gold medal-win-
ning Team Canada at the U-18 World 
Championships in 2012.

After an outstanding four years at 
Cornell University, where she served 
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Winkler's Tristan Peters takes 
part in MLB training camp
By Lorne Stelmach

Tristan Peters has gotten a glimpse 
of what it would be like to see an ulti-
mate dream come true.

The Winkler native earned an invite 
to the Major League Baseball spring 
training camp of the Tampa Bay Rays, 
and Peters was aiming to just enjoy 
every moment of the experience.

“It’s really surreal being at this 
point, especially when I look back to 
where I started,” said Peters, who an-
ticipated he might end 
up with Tampa Bay’s  
AA team in Montgom-
ery, Alabama. “It feels 
great, and it was a lot 
of fun. I got to meet 
some major leaguers, 
talk with them and see 
how they think, how 
they play the game.

“It’s been an awe-
some experience. 
Major league camp is a dream come 
true,” he said. “They’re all incredible 
players ... and it’s cool to see where 
I could possibly be in the future, and 
it gives me more motivation as well.”

Rated as the 20th best prospect in the 
Rays’ organization by MLB Pipeline, 
Peters was selected in the seventh 
round of the 2021 draft by the Mil-
waukee Brewers. After two seasons 
in the Brewers’ organization, he was 
dealt to the San Francisco Giants last 

August. He completed the 2022 cam-
paign with the Giants’ AA Richmond 
Flying Squirrels before being dealt to 
the Rays in November.

In 124 games, split between high-A 
and AA in the Brewers and Giants or-
ganizations, Peters batted .279 with a 
.363 on-base percentage in 2022 and 
had eight home runs, nine triples, 60 
walks and 18 stolen bases.

As a teenager, the speedy left-hand-
ed hitter honed his skills with Team 
Manitoba.

He played one game 
for the Western Cana-
dian Baseball League’s 
Okotoks Dawgs in 
2018 before enjoying 
a breakout campaign 
with them in 2019. He 
topped the league that 
season with a .397 bat-
ting average, belted 12 
home runs and stole 13 
bases in 52 games. For 

his eff orts, he was named the circuit’s 
Canadian Rookie of the Year and 
playoff  MVP.

Peters then began his collegiate ca-
reer with the Chandler-Gilbert Com-
munity College Coyotes in 2019. The 
following year, he received all-Ameri-
can honours when he batted .354 with 
13 stolen bases in a pandemic-short-
ened season.

In 2021, he moved on to the Southern 

Illinois Salukis at the NCAA division 
one level. In 60 games that year, he 
batted .355 and topped the Missouri 
Valley conference in hits with 77 in-
cluding 20 doubles and 46 walks. His 
performance earned him fi rst-team 
All-Canadian honours and All Mis-
souri Valley conference second team 
honours.

Peters is grateful for all of the sup-
port over the years that has helped 
him get to where he is now.

“My dad of course taught me how 
to hit in the beginning ... and I’ve had 
a lot of great coaches over the years ... 
they were very encouraging and still 
are,” he said, adding he is thankful 
for the support of his wife especially.

He saw the spring training camp as 
another opportunity for growth.

“I was approaching it like just get-
ting ready for the new season and get-
ting to know people ... just trying to 
feel comfortable

“My focus kind of shifted a little bit, 
just kind of trying to improve myself. 
They also told me at the beginning 
of spring training don’t worry about 
your performance here; we’ve seen 
what you can do.

“There’s some players above me 
who I’ve just got to try to outplay ... 
it’s going well, and I feel confi dent 
going into this season,” said Peters. “I 
think I’m ready to take it to the next 
level. I’ve still got a bit of a ways to 
go. I’m just trying to really improve 
myself this year especially. I’m trying 
to just stay calm and not get too frus-
trated if things don’t go my way.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Tristan Peters joined the Tampa Bay Rays at their spring training camp.

Hawks knock Twisters out of MMJHL playoffs
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Twisters saw their MMJHL season 

“IT’S COOL TO SEE 

WHERE I COULD 

POSSIBLY BE IN THE 

FUTURE ...”

come to an end in sudden death overtime Sat-
urday.

The sixth-ranked Twisters took third-place 
Charleswood to the limit in the best of seven 
quarterfi nal, but the Hawks ended it 9:36 into 
overtime for the 3-2 victory.

The Twisters had seized the advantage in the 
series last Tuesday with a 3-2 double overtime 
victory in game fi ve, but the Hawks then forced 
the deciding game with a 5-0 shutout victory in 
game six last Thursday.

Game fi ve almost got away from Pembina Val-
ley as they held a 2-0 lead in the third period on 
goals by Jacob Carels and Merek Degraeve, but 
the Hawks knotted it with two goals within a 
minute late in the fi nal frame. 

It took until the 10:17 mark of the second over-
time before Derek Wiebe connected for the win-
ning goal. Shots on goal were 49-40 in favour 
of Pembina Valley, with Logan Enns getting the 
win in net on 38 saves.

Charleswood goaltender Evan Van Laeken got 

the 29 save shutout in game six. The Hawks put 
it away with three third period goals, including 
a shorthanded empty-net goal. 

Shots on goal were 35-29 in favour of the 
Hawks. Enns made 31 saves.

Slade Sothern connected on a powerplay to 
give the Twisters a 1-0 lead in the fi rst period of 
game seven. 

The Hawks scored twice to take the lead in the 
second, but Wiebe connected 45 seconds into 
the third period to force overtime where the 
Hawks ended it. 

Shots on goal were 46-38 in favour of Pembina 
Valley, with Enns fi nishing with 35 saves.

Top-ranked St. James bested eighth-place 
St. Boniface in fi ve games and will now take 
on seventh-place Transcona, who upset sec-
ond-ranked River East in fi ve games. 

Charleswood will face fourth-place St. Vital, 
which edged fi fth-ranked Fort Garry Fort Rouge 
in seven games.oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

We want to hear from you. 
The Voice connects people 

through stories to build stronger communities.
Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 

recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? A 
teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown hero? A 
sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or expansion? 

A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas with an email to 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-332-3456

What’s                 story?  
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Winkler's Hamm earns bronze at junior nationals
By Lorne Stelmach

A national curling championship 
just barely eluded Winkler’s Reece 
Hamm this past week.

Playing third for the Manitoba 1 
team skipped by Jordon McDonald 
out of Winnipeg, Hamm saw his four-
some fi nish atop the round robin with 
a perfect 8-0 record at the Canadian 
U21 junior men’s national champion-
ship in Rouyn-Norando, Quebec. 

Unfortunately, they were then edged 
7-6 by Northern Ontario 1 in the play-
off  round, but they rebounded to beat 
Ontario 2 7-4 to earn the bronze med-
al.

“We played, I think, the best we’ve 
played all year,” Hamm said on Mon-
day. “We had a tremendous round 
robin, going 8-0. I think we kind of 
stood out from the other teams.

“Unfortunately, when you have one 
bad game in the playoff s then it takes 
you out of it ... but we are happy with 
a 9-1 record and a bronze medal.”

They came into the championship 
with confi dence in their second sea-
son together for three of them, wel-
coming a new lead this year.

“I would say we just came here to 
curl our best,” Hamm said. “We came 
here knowing we had a good shot 
from last year. We fi nished fourth, 
and we knew some of the teams that 

we’re coming here ... teams that were 
going to be strong.

“We knew if we curled our game, we 
would have a really good shot at it ... 
playing to our strengths and playing 
to other team’s weaknesses is the way 
that we go.

“If you miss a shot in one end, 
you’re maybe looking at giving up 
three or giving up four ... so you have 
to stay on your A game all the time,” 
said Hamm. “This is by far the most 
competitive junior curling event in all 
of Canada. The teams here are all so 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Team Manitoba—skip Jordan McDonald, third Reece Hamm (of Winkler), second 

Elias Huminicki, lead Cameron Olafson, fi fth Tanner Graham, and coach Blaine 

Malo—came in third in the Canadian U21 Junior Men’s National Championships. 

Tough end to the season for St. Malo Warriors

 PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON/VOICE
The Selkirk Fishermen defeated the St. Malo Warriors to win the Capital Regional Junior Hockey League championship on Saturday night. The Warriors’ Teagan Fillion 

of St. Jean Baptiste takes a face off  against a fi shermen player while the Warriors Aidan Peters of Morden drives to the net against the Selkirk Fishermen.

good, they would rival, I would say, 
some of the men’s teams.”

It caps off  what has been a success-
ful junior curling career for Hamm.

He skipped his own team to fi rst 
place in 2020 and then joined the Mc-
Donald team and fi nished second in 
both 2021 and 2022. 

This was his last year of eligibility, 
while the remainder of the McDonald 
team has one year left together.

“I’m going to be rooting for them 
next year ... I would defi nitely be fol-
lowing along for sure,” said Hamm.

There’s no question he will continue 
curling but he’s uncertain about his 
plans as he contemplates moving up 
into the men’s game. 

“Everything is sort of up in the air 
right now. We’ll see what happens 
when the time comes.”

“WE PLAYED, I THINK, 

THE BEST WE’VE 

PLAYED ALL YEAR. WE 

HAD A TREMENDOUS 

ROUND ROBIN, GOING 

8-0.”
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By Ty Dilello 

It’s been nearly a century since Gret-
na’s Hal Winkler donned the goalie 
pads for NHL teams such as the New 
York Rangers and Boston Bruins in 
the league’s primitive years. 

Winkler was born on March 20, 1894, 
in Gretna. Enoch’s father worked as a 
translator for the German-speaking 
Mennonite immigrants who had come 
to Manitoba. He was also a farmer, 
implement dealer, realtor, insurance 
agent, MLA, and even the mayor of 
Gretna at one time. The house that 
Winkler was born at (590 Hespeler 
Avenue) in Gretna is today known as 
the “Winkler House”, a municipally 
designated historic site. 

Winkler moved to Winnipeg with 
his family when he was about 15. He 
played junior hockey in Winnipeg for 
teams such as the Winnipeg Hockey 
Club, Winnipeg Monarchs and Win-
nipeg Ypres. Before joining the pro 
hockey ranks, he later played senior 
hockey with the Brandon Hockey 
Club, Moose Jaw Maple Leafs, and 
Saskatoon Crescents. 

The 5’9” Winkler started his pro-
fessional hockey career with the Ed-
monton Eskimos of the Western Can-
ada Hockey League (WCHL) in 1921. 
He was named to the league’s All-
Star Team that fi rst season. Winkler 
played for the Eskimos in the 1923 
Stanley Cup fi nal, where they fell in 
a best-of-three series to the NHL’s 
Ottawa Senators in the days where 
the NHL champion would meet the 
WCHL champ for the Stanley Cup. 
Winkler was phenomenal in the Cup 
fi nals, and it should be noted he only 
allowed three goals in the two games. 
Winkler would later play for the Cal-
gary Tigers before moving on to the 
NHL. 

A funny story about Winkler’s time 
in the Western League comes from 
when Winkler and the Edmonton 
Eskimos would venture to Regina. 
In those days, visiting teams were re-
luctant to play in the Regina Arena. 
A brick wall was at the arena’s south 
end, just a couple of feet behind the 
goal. At the top of this brick wall were 
three or four rows of seats, usually oc-
cupied by very young and exception-
ally devoted supporters of the Regina 
Capitals. These charming children 
used to spit upon visiting hockey 
players who made the error of skat-
ing behind the goal. Also, the dear 
children used to drop water bombs 

on the visiting players. 
The favourite target of those kids 

in the south-end gallery of the Regi-
na Arena was Hal Winkler. His visits 
to Regina were awaited expectantly. 
You see, Winkler, even as a young 
goalie, was bald and his head would 
gleam as it refl ected the arena’s over-
head lights and the kids in the gallery 
would hoot and holler with joy. 

Those charming children in the 
south-end gallery of the Regina Arena 
inspired Winkler to make a change. 
On his third visit to Regina of the 
season, Winkler skated onto the ice 
wearing a large woollen toque atop 
his head. After the anthem, Winkler 
turned and thumbed his nose at the 
children in the Regina peanut gal-
lery. The kids never gave Winkler any 
trouble after that. 

In 1926, Winkler moved on to the 
NHL’s expansion New York Rangers 
at the advanced age of 32. On Nov. 16, 
1926, Winkler became the fi rst goalie 
in NHL history to earn a shutout in 
his fi rst career game when the Rang-
ers defeated the Montreal Maroons 
1-0. It was also the fi rst-ever game 
for the New York Rangers franchise. 
Winkler was later traded that year to 
the Boston Bruins for $5,000, a great 
deal of money for the time. Winkler 
led the club to the 1927 Stanley Cup 
fi nals with the Bruins, where they fell 
to the Ottawa Senators in four games. 

During the following 1927-28 sea-
son, Winkler played 44 games for the 
Bruins, posting a 1.51 goals-against 
average and a staggering 15 shutouts. 
Today, Winkler’s 15 shutouts in one 
season are still good for second all-
time, even though the NHL regular 

season has doubled in games since 
Winkler’s playing days. 

Unfortunately, this big feat was the 
beginning of the end for Winkler as 
his age started to show on the ice. 
The writing was on the wall when the 
Bruins called up future Hockey Hall 
of Famer, Tiny Thompson, to tend 
goal in 1928-29. Winkler was soon 
dispatched to the minors, where he 
closed out his career, retiring in 1931.

Winkler’s problem was that he was 
simply born too soon. He could have 
had a great NHL career, possibly one 
worthy of a Hockey Hall of Fame in-
duction, had he not entered the NHL 
at such an advanced age. 

Winkler fi nished with a 35-26-14 
record in 75 NHL games with 21 
shutouts. The Boston Bruins won the 
Stanley Cup in 1928-29 (the year they 
replaced Winkler with Thompson). 
And in 1958, when the Stanley Cup 
was redone to the size it is today, Win-
kler’s name was added to the Cup as 
a member of the Bruins, even though 
he spent most of the season in the mi-
nors. 

When Winkler was through with 
hockey, he returned to Winnipeg and 
operated a mink ranch for many years 
in Charleswood. Hal stayed out of the 
game once he retired from hockey, as 
it was reported that he had only been 
to a Winnipeg arena once in his fi rst 
fi fteen years of retirement. 

Hal Winkler passed away at Win-
nipeg General Hospital on May 30, 
1956, at the age of 62. 

Winkler’s name no longer gets talk-
ed about in hockey circles. But one 
day, perhaps we will see a sign out-
side of Gretna saying “Home of Hal 
Winkler” with a picture of the former 
NHL netminder of the 1920s. It would 
be a nice touch for a forgotten hockey 
pioneer.

Ty Dilello is the author of Mosienko: 
The Man Who Caught Lightning In A 
Bottle. He is an accredited writer with 

the International Ice Hockey Federa-
tion (IIHF), historian for the Manitoba 
Hockey Hall of Fame, and is a member 
of the Society for International Hockey 

Research (SIHR).

VOICE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Gretna’s Hal Winkler was a pioneer netminder in the sport of hockey.

Hal Winkler, right.

Gretna’s Hal Winkler was a hockey pioneer 

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIR-
ING: Parts Technicians, 
Agriculture & Heavy 
Equipment Techs - 
Journeyman, Appren-
tices, CVIP/Truck Techs 
and RAP Students, 
Shop and Field posi-
tions available. View 
open roles www.roc-
kymtn.com/careers . 
Possible relocation and 
signing bonus offered.

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmor t-
gages.ca

WANTED TO BUY
Wanted old advertis-
ing: dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, White 
Rose, Buffalo, Husky, 
Ford, GM, Dodge, Tire 
signs, Coke, Pepsi etc. 
Call 306- 221-5908.

WANTED TO BUY
Mobile Scooter with 
cab in good condition. 
Call 204-325-8190.

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Lakeside Flight 
Academy is the most 
affordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial cer-
tifi cates. We offer fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

CAREERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do 
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/.  enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the 
description. Applications should be made online with an attached 
resume. 

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

R.M. of ROLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE  -  

2023 FINANCIAL PLAN
Pursuant to Section 

162(2) of The Municipal Act 
The Council of the Rural Municipality 
of Roland will hold a Public Hearing to 

present the 2023 Financial Plan: 
Thursday April 20, 2023

 7:00 p.m.  
 Roland Memorial Hall
Interested persons may make 

representation, ask questions, or 
register an objection to the Plan. 

Copies of the Financial Plan will be 
available for review from the 

Municipal Office after April 12, 2023.
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy item to announce? An ex-
citing change in operations? Though we cannot guarantee publication, MCNA 
will get the information into the right hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 for more information. See www.mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” tab for more details.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SPRING HIRING??? Need Class 1 Drivers? BOOK YOUR 2023 BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED ADS NOW in the 32 Weekly Manitoba Community Newspapers 
to get your messaging to be seen all over the province! Let people know in the 
Blanket Classifi eds! Call 204-467-5836 or call MCNA at (204) 947-1691 for 
more details or to book ads. MCNA - Manitoba Community Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.com



FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders for property in the 
RM of ARMSTRONG described below will be 
received by:
McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP

Box 1670, 14 Main Street S.
Carman, Manitoba R0G 0J0

PROPERTY 
SW ¼ 29-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 159.33 Acres

Section 6-21-2 EPM
Being Approx. 654 Acres

SW ¼ 32-20-2 EPM
Exc Sly 1320 feet perp
Being Approx. 82 Acres

SE ¼ 32-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 162 Acres

NE ¼ 30-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 155.89 Acres

NW ¼ 29-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 162 Acres

NE ¼ 29-20-2 EPM
Being Approx. 162 Acres

CONDITIONS OF TENDER

1.  Interested parties must rely on their own 
inspection and knowledge of the property.

2.  Tenders may be placed and accepted on 
one or any number or all parcels of land. 

3.  Tenders must be received on or before 
2:30 pm on April 28, 2023.

4.  Tenders must be accompanied by a 
$10,000.00 cheque payable to MMJS LLP 
in Trust as a deposit.  Deposit cheques 
accompanying unacceptable bids will be 
returned.

5.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will 
be required to complete an agreement 
covering terms and conditions of sale.

2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of 
the accepted tender must be paid on or 
before the date of closing which shall be 
June 1, 2023, or evidence provided that 
the purchase funds will be available under 
conditions acceptable to the Vendor.  If the 
balance of the accepted tender is not paid 
within the set time limit the deposit may 
be forfeited as liquidated damages and not 
as a penalty.

3.  Possession is not authorized until 
acceptable arrangements for full payment 
are made following acceptance of tender.

4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for 
real property taxes commencing January 
1, 2023.

5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for 
payment of GST or shall self-assess for    
GST.

For further information contact 
Scott W. Johnston at:
Ph:   204-745-2546
Fax: 204-745-3963

email: scott@mmjslaw.com
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN “J” ENNS, also known as JOHN 
ENNS, also known as JOHN (JACKIE) 
ENNS late of the City of Morden, in the 
Province of Manitoba, Deceased.
ALL CLAIMS against the above Estate 
duly verified by Statutory Declaration 
must be sent to the undersigned at P.O. 
Box 1150, 1-655 Main Street, Winkler 
Manitoba, R6W 4B2, on or before Friday, 
May 5th, 2023. Dated at Winkler,            
Manitoba, this 31st day of March, 2023.
DOELL LAW OFFICE
per: Christopher G. Doell
Solicitor for the Administrator

Summer Job Positions 2023
The Emerson Centennial Park and Roseau 
Crossing Heritage Park are now accepting 

applications for the following positions: 
Swimming Instructors

Life Guards
Assistant Life Guards

Pool Assistants
We offer competitive wages and training 
reimbursement. Must be available to work 

days, evenings and weekends.  
Applicants have the option of applying to the 

Emerson Centennial Park (Emerson, MB) 
and/or the Roseau Crossing Heritage Park 
(Dominion City, MB).  Please state your 

preference in your application
Please send a cover letter and resume with 

certificates by April 14, 2023 to:
Emerson-Franklin Recreation and Wellness

Box 66, Dominion City, MB
R0A 0H0

Email: kath@emersonfranklin.com

SENIOR RENTALS

TENDER TENDER

 Oak West has one suite available. 
1240 sq. ft.1 bdrm with a den,  2 bath 
and a walk- in closet. Open spacious 
floor plan. Heated garage available.

Call Cindy at 204-362-7151 or 
email:  cindy@jacobmanagement.

com for more information.

OAK WEST ESTATES 
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

Conditions:
1.  The bins must be removed by   
 May 5th and at the buyer’s expense.
2.  Tenders can be mailed, addressed to 
 the undersigned, and the envelope 
 clearly marked Tender for Carman
 Bulk Bins. Tenders may also be 
 emailed to the following address: 
 chris.theoret@homestead.crs
3.  Tender closes on Friday April 28th at 
 5:00 PM.
4.  Item(s) sold as is.
5.  Management reserves the right to 
 award this tender in whole or in part.
6.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 
 accepted.
7.  All applicable taxes will be added to 
 tender bid.

Please scan the QR code below or visit 
www.homesteadco-op.crs for photos and 
more details.

Chris Theoret, 
Business to Consumer Operations Manager
Homestead Consumers Co-op Ltd.
P.O. Box 70 
Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba R1N 3B3
Ph: (204) 856-2130 
Fax (204) 856-2152

Homestead Consumers Co-op Ltd.

FOR SALE BY TENDER
Bulk Food Bins

LOCATION:
Carman Food Store

Conditions:
1.  The dishwasher must be removed by  
 May 5th and at the buyer’s expense.
2.  Tenders can be mailed, addressed to 
 the undersigned, and the envelope 
 clearly marked Tender for 
 Dishwasher. Tenders may also be 
 emailed to the following address: 
 chris.theoret@homestead.crs
3.  Tender closes on Friday April 28th at 
 5:00 PM.
4.  Item(s) sold as is.
5.  Management reserves the right to 
 award this tender in whole or in part.
6.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 
 accepted.
7.  All applicable taxes will be added to 
 tender bid.

Please scan the QR code below or visit 
www.homesteadco-op.crs for photos and 
more details.

Chris Theoret, 
Business to Consumer Operations Manager
Homestead Consumers Co-op Ltd.
P.O. Box 70 
Portage la Prairie, 
Manitoba R1N 3B3
Ph: (204) 856-2130 
Fax (204) 856-2152

Homestead Consumers Co-op Ltd.

FOR SALE BY TENDER
Commercial Dishwasher

LOCATION:
Carman Food Store

SENIOR RENTALS

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq. ft. 1 ½ 
bath. Open spacious floor plan, in 

suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated 
garage parking available, and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

Garden Park Estates 
has one suite available.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL
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Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF TENDER
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF MORRIS

SPERLING FIREHALL BUILDING 
ADDITION & RENOVATION

Sealed tenders will be received by the Rural 
Municipality of Morris through email to Seth 
Klassen, sklassen@steckley.ca, or in hard copy 
at the office of STECKLEY Consulting Engi-
neers Inc., 1-915 Navigator Drive, Winkler, 
MB up to 11:00 am local time on Tuesday, 
April 18th, 2023 for the following work:

640 ft2 Firehall Addition and 
1,600ft2 Renovation

Tender documents are available on Merx.com
The lowest or any Tender 
not necessarily accepted.

Trevor Dackow, Fire Chief
Rural Municipality of Morris

STECKLEY
Consulting Engineers Inc.

EMPPLOYMENT EMPPLOYMENT

DERKSEN TRUCKING LTD 

Drop off your resume at the office. 
Email to  office@derksengroup.mb.ca

PHONE 204-324-5564

Experienced Class 1 Truck Driver 
Heavy Equipment Operator

General Labourer

BORDER REDI MIX INC. 
Experienced Class 3  

Cement Truck Driver. 
Drop off your resume at the office. 

Email to  office@derksengroup.mb.ca
PHONE 204-324-8589

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

2. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
3. One who pretends
4. Hang glide
5. Distinctive practice
6. Mariner
7. Peaks
8. Queens ballplayer
9. Geological times
10. Twofold
11. Atomic #13
12. Tranquillizing
13. Metric weight unit
15. Indicates
18. Unwanted rodent
21. Partly cooked with hot water
24. One who can be 

recommended
26. Resembles a bag or pouch
27. Midway between south and 

southeast
30. Sets up for a photo

32. California white oak
35. More (Spanish)
37. After B
38. Decorated tea urn
39. Island
42. Car mechanics group
43. Wordplay joke
46. Cut a rug
47. Prickly plant
49. Speech in praise of a 

deceased person
50. European buzzard
52. Influential linguist
54. West African languages
55. Siskel’s partner
57. Skinny
59. Oblong pulpit
62. Consumed
63. Small, mischievous sprite
66. Powerful lawyer
68. Indicates position

CLUES ACROSS
1. Colas
7. Single-celled animals
13. The rear car of a train
14. Endangered
16. It cools your home
17. Helper
19. “The First State”
20. More aged
22. Partner to cheese
23. Type of wrap
25. From a distance
26. Satisfies
28. “Dallas Buyers’ Club” actor 

Jared
29. God of battle (Scandinavian)
30. Cooking utensil
31. Soviet Socialist Republic
33. Able to perform
34. Big man on campus
36. Second epoch of the Tertiary 

period
38. Porticos
40. Alban and Peter are two
41. Gets up
43. Humble request for help
44. One-thousandth of an inch 

(abbr.)
45. Unhappy
47. Hint or indication
48. A way to plead
51. Digits
53. Broadway actress Daisy
55. Jewish calendar month
56. Author Gore __
58. Peacock network
59. White poplar
60. Promotional material
61. A period of calm
64. Take too much
65. Emit energy
67. Something you can take
69. Mended with yarn
70. Inconsistent
CLUES DOWN
1. Calm down

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer
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EMPPLOYMENT

AUCTION

COMING EVENTS

   Friday, April 21 | 4:45 - 7pm   

Christian
Life Center
__________

605 1 St,
Morden

YFCYYYFFFCCC
FISH FRYFFFIIISSSHHH FFFRRRY
FUNDRAISERFFFUUUNNNDDDRRRAISER

DEVOTION

Devotion
If you do not know 
Jesus before you die, 
Heaven will not be 
your home.

Require enthusiastic people to work in 
various areas of nursery production both 

full and part time with flexible hours 
starting approx.  March 2023. Wage depends 

on experience with opportunity for 
advancement. Training can be provided.

Please forward resume to 
cyndie@aubinnurseries.ca 

or call 204-745-6703.

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

For more listing  www.billklassen.com/nextlot 

PARTIAL LISTING : APRIL 12  HARV ENNS,  CARMAN, MB,  
204-745-8695, TIMED ON-LINE AUCTION  2007 IHC  9400I  

TANDEM AUTOMATIC TRANS,  GRAIN TRUCK  SHOP BUILT 18 FT  
GRAIN  PUP.  2013 VERSATILE 2375, 3250 HRS , 2001 AGO  RT 130  
FWA LOADER  6450 HRS,  2004 8010 COMBINE  WITH PICKUP AND 
FLEX HEADS,  N 7 GLEANER  FULLY FUNCTIONAL  COMBINE, LAST 

USED IN  2021, BOURGAULT 9800 CHISEL PLOW 40 FT, 
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WINKLER CO-OP
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday
 April 18, 2023

7:00 p.m. Call to Order

Buhler Active Living Centre
650 S. Railway Ave, Winkler

All members of Winkler 
Consumers Co-operative Ltd. 
are invited. 

The purpose is to consider:
1. Financial Statements
2. Report of Board of Directors
3. Auditors Report
4. Appointment of external auditors
5. Election of Directors
6. By-law changes
7. Any other business authorized by the by-

laws to be transacted at the Annual 
Meeting of Members 

WINKLER CO-OP AGM
 

Serving Winkler, Morden, Plum Coulee, Lowe Farm, 
Rosetown and surrounding area. 

winklercoop.com

THIS IS YOUR CO . 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2023

Winkler Co-op

PUBLIC NOTICE

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 
The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 
$30,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE 
POSITION with an 

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in



IN MEMORIAM

John Fehr
1941 – 2022

I’ll have a new body
I’ll have a new life

We love you and miss you everyday!
We will never forget you.

-Sarah, Rick, Chari and Aiden

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Arnold Ludwig Krueger
1928 – 2023

With great sadness we announce the peaceful passing of Arnold 

Krueger at Boundary Trails Health Centre with his family by his 

side.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Louise; children, Donna 

(Dominic), Paul and Diane; four grandchildren, Christopher (Ellen), 

and Jennifer Young, Tobias and Logan Hyrich-Krueger, his sisters, 

Ida (Conrad deceased) Anderson and Caroline (Carmen) Hunter 

and many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his 

parents, Emil and Olga Krueger, his brother, Norman and sister-in-

law, Ileen and many other relatives and friends.

Arnold was born December 23, 1928 in Morden, MB and lived 

south of Thornhill on the family farm. He attended Alexandria 

School and at a young age, started farming grain and cattle. He enjoyed hockey games and the 

Toronto Blue Jays. His love of fi shing resulted in many Master Angler Awards. Arnold and Louise 

retired to Morden in 2014 where he enjoyed his small garden and going to the coffee shops.

Cremation has taken place and no formal service will be held.

The family extends heartfelt thanks to Dr. K. Martin and the caring staff at Boundary Trails 

Health Centre and CancerCare Manitoba.

Donations may be made in Arnold’s memory to the BTHC Foundation or the Salvation Army.

Herman Antone Doerksen
1931 - 2023

Herman passed away peacefully on March 25, 2023 at the 

Tabor Home in Morden, Manitoba.

He was born to Heinrich Doerksen and Katherina 

(Klippenstein) Doerksen on April 2, 1931.

Herman is survived by his wife of 68 years, Mae; four 

children, John, Gary, Connie, Martin and his brother, Tony. 

He will also be missed by his 10 grandchildren and fi ve 

great-grandchildren.

Herman was predeceased by his son, Doug, his sister and 

seven brothers.

Upon retirement, Herman and Mae moved from Ontario 

to his family’s homestead in Thompson Municipality, where 

they spent 35 years and then resided in Morden. Herman 

was very passionate about his family, friends and music. He 

taught himself to play a variety of instruments and was very talented. His ability to share music 

with others, gave him great joy. He played with the Polka Dots and also Guys and Gals, who 

performed at several senior living facilities around Morden.

There will be a celebration of life at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, a donation may be made in Herman’s memory to Tabor Home Inc. or the 

Morden Legion Branch 11.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Remember Your Remember Your 
Loved OnesLoved Ones    

with an Announcement in the  

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

• Consultation Services
• Contents Removal
• Cleaning Services
• Repair Services
• Staging Service
• Firearms Donation or Disposal
• Hoarder Clean-up/De-cluttering

PEMBINA VALLEY ESTATE CLEANING

204-333-4074  •  website: www.pvestatecleaning.com

BizBiz
CardsCards

ADVERTISING ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS! THAT WORKS! 

To place your BIZ CARDTo place your BIZ CARD
  Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

SALES CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY

BigandColourful 
Printing & Publishing 

is looking for a dynamic, highly motivated 
person to become part of our advertising 

sales team in the Interlake area. 

Interlake

For all your printing and publishing needs

Graphics

The successful candidate will thrive in a fast paced sales environment 

where a competitive nature, strong work ethic and excellent customer 

service skills are required and rewarded.

This opportunity involves building relationships and representing our 

newspapers to new and existing customers.

Qualifications: The successful candidate must be professional, 

dependable, energetic, goal-oriented, self-starter, can work within 

deadlines, well organized and friendly.

Customer service, sales experience and passion is a must.

-Strong computer skills, including Microsoft Office

-Excellent communication skills and a genuine love of people

-Willingness to learn

-Ability to work independently  

If you fit this description please email resume to 

Bigandcolourful@mts.net

TribuneStonewall Teulon
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> MEAL IDEAS> M

Serves 10
Cooking spray
2 cups pecan halves
21⁄2 cups all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon baking 

powder
11⁄2 teaspoons cinnamon
1⁄2 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
Kosher salt
4 large eggs
2 cups granulated sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
3 cups finely grated carrots (about 1 

pound carrots)
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

Frosting:
1 pound cream cheese, cut into cubes, 

at room temperature
21⁄2 cups confectioners’ sugar
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Kosher salt
1⁄4 cup heavy cream, cold

1. For the cake: Preheat the oven to 350 
F. Line two 9-inch round cake pans with 
parchment and lightly coat with cooking 
spray.

2. Spread the pecans on a rimmed bak-
ing sheet and toast until light brown and 
fragrant, 7 minutes. Set aside 12 pecan 
halves to decorate the remaining pecans. 
Set aside 1 cup of the chopped pecans 
to use in the batter; reserve the rest for 

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 12
Nonstick cooking spray
1 1/2 bags Minute Rice & Quinoa
9 eggs, lightly beaten
5 bacon slices, cooked and crumbled
3/4 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1/2 teaspoon salt

1  cup Minute Brown Rice & Quinoa
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 cup milk
2 teaspoons freshly squeezed lemon 

juice
2 bananas, divided
1 egg, beaten
1/4 cup pure maple syrup, divided
4 teaspoons butter, melted
2 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Heat rice and quinoa according to 

package directions.

decorating the finished cake.
3. Whisk together the flour, baking 

powder, cinnamon, nutmeg, and 1 tea-
spoon salt in a medium bowl.

4. Whisk together the eggs and granu-
lated sugar in a large bowl until smooth, 
about 1 minute. Whisk in the oil until 
well combined. Add the grated carrots, 
vanilla and 1 cup chopped pecans, and 
mix well. Add the dry ingredients, and 
stir until just combined. Divide the bat-
ter evenly between the prepared pans.

5. Bake until a toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean and the cakes are 
nicely browned, about 30 minutes. Let 
cool on a cooling rack for 10 minutes. 
Loosen the edges with a spatula, turn 
the cakes out and let cool completely, 
right-side up, on the cooling rack, about 
2 hours. Remove the parchment before 
frosting.

6. For the frosting: Beat the cream 
cheese and butter in the bowl of a stand 
mixer fitted with a paddle attachment, 
scraping down the side as necessary, 
until smooth, about 2 minutes. Add the 
confectioners’ sugar, vanilla and 1⁄2 tea-
spoon salt; gradually increase the mixer 
speed to medium-high, and beat until 
the sugar is incorporated and the frost-
ing is fluffy and smooth, about 3 minutes. 
With the mixer on medium-high, add 
the cream a few drops at a time until it’s 
all incorporated. Continue beating for 1 
more minute until the frosting is slightly 
lighter in color and creamy.

7. To assemble: Place one of the cake 
layers on a serving plate, and spread 
1 cup of the frosting over the top. Top 
with the other layer, and use the remain-
ing frosting to frost the top and sides of 
the cake. Arrange the 12 whole pecans 
on top of the cake like the numbers on 
a clock face, and sprinkle the remaining 
chopped pecans in between. 

black pepper, to taste
Preheat oven to 325 F. Coat 12-cup muf-

fin pan with nonstick cooking spray.
Prepare rice and quinoa according to 

package directions.
In medium bowl, combine rice and qui-

noa, eggs, bacon, cheese, salt and pepper,
to taste.

Divide batter between prepared cups 
and bake 18-20 minutes, or until eggs are
just set.

In large bowl, whisk flour, baking pow-
der, baking soda and salt.

In medium bowl, whisk milk and lem-
on juice. Let stand 5 minutes.

Mash 1/2 banana. Transfer to milk mix-
ture. Add egg and 1 teaspoon maple syr-
up; stir to combine. Stir in melted butter.

Pour milk mixture over flour mixture. 
Whisk just until combined; do not over-
mix. Fold in rice and quinoa. Let batter 
rest 10-15 minutes.

Preheat large nonstick skillet over me-
dium heat; brush with 1 teaspoon oil. 
Once skillet is hot, reduce heat to medi-
um-low. In batches, adding oil as neces-
sary, scoop 1 tablespoon batter per pan-
cake into skillet and cook 3-4 minutes, or 
until bubbles start to form. Flip and cook 
1-2 minutes until golden on bottom.

Slice remaining half and full bananas. 
Serve pancakes with remaining maple 
syrup, banana slices and cinnamon.

Carrot Cake with Cream 
Cheese Frosting

Hearty 
Bacon and 

Egg Breakfast

Mini Banana 
Rice Pancakes

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 2

By Julie Germaine Coram
-

ness goals but need help achieving 

falling away because of a lack of re-
sults or confusion about where to fo-
cus your energy?

If this sounds familiar, personal 
training may be right for you! An 
experienced coach can outline the 
steps to realize your goals quickly 

how personal training can get you 

Personal trainers can help you set 
realistic goals and create a timeframe 
to make getting into shape a positive 

use extreme measurements to lose 
weight quickly, setting themselves 

A good trainer will establish healthy 
benchmarks to strive for and direct 
you, so you avoid hitting training 

-
edge and experience of a personal 

for your body and work with you to 

None of us has time to waste, so a 
streamlined program will allow you 
more time with family and ensure 
you don’t burn out from overtrain-

Injuries also cost you time and cre-
ate setbacks, so having a registered 
personal trainer show you proper 
form and technique is incredibly 

It’s great to have a person you trust 
to share your concerns with, who is 
in tune with your personal situation, 
and can adjust your program accord-

Finally, some coaches can pro-

vide guidance regarding nutrition
– because what you eat will have an 
enormous impact on how you feel,

plan to provide your body will all

you big time!

goals and overcome obstacles, please

who needs to be dedicated to achiev-
ing results, but working with a per-
sonal trainer who supports you and
pushes you is an important common 

-
cess in becoming their best, healthi-

Coach Julie Germaine Coram; NASM
-

-

-

Health and Wellness 
Fitness expert
Julie Germaine 

Achieve your goals with a registered personal trainer



Gerald deRuiter 
(204) 745-7891 

Carman, MB
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Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only 
such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it 
may give grace to those who hear.
Ephesians 4:29 ESV

Parents go to great lengths to protect their children. Keeping a watchful 
eye is a great way to protect kids when they’re around the house, but 
parents may need to look for more subtle signs to determine if their chil-
dren are being mistreated when they leave home.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services notes that roughly 
20 percent of students between the ages of 12 and 18 experience bullying 
nationwide. Parents might once have written off bullying as part of 
growing up, but research has long since indicated that bullying can be 
very harmful to youngsters. The DHHS notes that research indicates that 
persistent bullying can lead to or exacerbate feelings of isolation, rejec-
tion, exclusion, and despair. Children who are persistently bullied also 
may experience new or worsening feelings of anxiety and depression.
Parents can play a vital role in preventing bullying. Much of that role 
involves parents educating themselves about bullying, including what it 
is and what it’s not and what are some warning signs that a child is invol-
ved in bullying.

What is bullying?
Bullying behavior is repeated or has the potential to be repeated over 
time. The imbalance of power associated with bullying involves the chil-
dren who bully using some semblance of power they have over the chil-
dren they’re bullying to harm or control those youngsters. Their power 
may be physical strength, access to embarrassing information or popula-
rity.

What isn’t bullying?
Various types of aggressive behavior have the potential to be harmful, 

How parents can pitch in to prevent bullying

Use YOURS to Help Stop Bullying
Words are Powerful

but they do not fall under 
the umbrella of bullying. 
For example, Stopbullying.
gov notes that children 
between the ages of three 
and five are learning how to 
coexist with one another, 
including how to share and 
cooperate. Children in the-
se age groups may be ag-
gressive if they don’t get 
what they want, but their 
actions in such instances do 
not constitute bullying. 
More information about 
potentially harmful, non-
bullying behaviors is availa-
ble at Stopbullying.gov.

What are some signs a child 
is being bullied?
The DHHS notes that not 
all children who are being 
bullied exhibit warning si-
gns. In addition, some signs 
might be more subtle than 
others. But some potential 
indicators that a child is 
being bullied include:

-
thing, books, electronics, or 
jewelry

stomach aches, feeling sick 
or faking illness

like suddenly skipping 
meals or binge eating. For 
example, children who are 
being bullied may come 

home from school hungry because they did not eat lunch.

wanting to go to school

home, harming themselves, or talking about suicide

What are some signs a child is bullying other children?
Parents also should be on the lookout for signs their chil-
dren are bullying other youngsters. Such signs include:

-
plain how they got the cash or items

popularity
Parents have a vital role to play in preventing bullying so all 
youngsters feel safe and sound inside and outside of school. 
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