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A visit with the A visit with the 
Easter BunnyEaster Bunny

Over 30 families—including the Schultz family—visited Over 30 families—including the Schultz family—visited 
with the Easter Bunny Wednesday evening at the Morris with the Easter Bunny Wednesday evening at the Morris 
Multiplex following a town-wide egg hunt across multiple Multiplex following a town-wide egg hunt across multiple 
businesses in celebration of Easter weekend.businesses in celebration of Easter weekend.
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Industrial Eats deli 
to open this spring

By Ashleigh Viveiros

There’s something exciting brewing 
at The Bunker in Winkler.

The youth ministry has been hard at 
work this spring transforming space 
in the former Central Station part of 
its building at 545 Industrial Dr. to 
create its very own deli storefront.

“Going back about a year ago, we 
had a guy renting space from us mak-
ing deli meats,” explained executive 
director Kevin Hildebrand, referring 
to the MeatZDymkom business oper-
ating out of the commercial kitchen 
the ministry built for its Industrial 

Eats project a few years ago.
Industrial Eats is The Bunker’s ca-

tering arm, overseeing its summer 
food truck, canteen operations at the 
Winkler arena, and weekly lunchtime 
grab-and-go food service.

“We’ve started using his meats in a 
lot of our sandwiches, and we’ve ex-
panded into doing diff erent feature 
sandwiches every month,” Hildeb-
rand said, noting they sell that rotat-
ing roster of sandwiches Thursdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The partnership has worked so well 
that MeatZDymkom has become part 
of the Industrial Eats family. 

“We’ve taken him on as part of In-
dustrial Eats and so now we can have 
an Industrial Eats deli,” Hildebrand 
said.

Hence the renovation project, which 
will provide more room for both the 
deli and takeout sales. 

“It was getting super crowded in 

here,” Hildebrand noted of the area 
adjacent to the kitchen where they 
were previously selling their food. 
“So we decided we’ve got that space 
over there where the dining room is 
going to be eventually, and it was just 
storage. Let’s develop it, close it off  
a little bit so we’ll have a space for 
coolers with all the deli meats and 

whatever other stuff  we might ex-
pand into, like take-home brisket ribs, 
pulled pork, that kind of stuff .

“We’ve also got a couple of ladies 
that are going to be doing homemade 
breads, cinnamon buns, cookies, des-
serts, all kinds of stuff  like that.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Natasha Harder, Claudia Lechner, Kevin Hildebrand, and Nancy Suderman inside 
the future home of Industrial Eats’ new deli, slated to open later this spring in 
support of The Bunker youth ministry’s work.

The Bunker youth 
ministry renovating 
space to open new 
storefront

Continued on page 4
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Shoe Repair

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
YOUR FAMILY FOOTWARE STORE

WINKLER, MB • Ph: 325-5538
Service & Selection Guaranteed

Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm
325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

WESTERN BOOTS 25% OFFWESTERN BOOTS 25% OFF

MUCK BOOTS & CROCS MUCK BOOTS & CROCS 
20% OFF20% OFF

NEW ARRIVAL
CLARKS PACE 20% OFF

JUNGLE JUNGLE 
TREX MJTREX MJ
20% OFF20% OFF

WRANGLER WRANGLER 
WESTERN SHIRTS WESTERN SHIRTS 

JEANS & HATS JEANS & HATS 
20% OFF20% OFFBLUNDSTONES BLUNDSTONES 

FOR ALL!!!FOR ALL!!!SOUP & PIE SOUP & PIE 
SUPPERSUPPER

Thursday, April 16/26Thursday, April 16/26
4:30 – 7:00 P.M.4:30 – 7:00 P.M.

CARMAN UNITED CHURCHCARMAN UNITED CHURCH
142 1st Street SW142 1st Street SW
ALL PROCEEDS TO:ALL PROCEEDS TO:

CARMAN PALLIATIVE CARECARMAN PALLIATIVE CARE
Pay by DonationPay by Donation

Value of meal $15Value of meal $15

The Tea Party to headline Corn & Apple Festival
By Lorne Stelmach

The Corn and Apple Festival is again 
dipping into the rich well of Canadi-
an rock from the 1990s for this year’s 
main stage lineup.

It was announced last week that The 
Tea Party will be the headline act for 
the Aug. 28-30 festival.

Active especially throughout the 
‘90s and up until 2005, the band re-
formed in 2011. The Tea Party has 
released eight albums and sold over 
three million records worldwide, 
including four double-platinum 
awards, one platinum, and four gold 
albums in Canada.

Known for their powerful blend of 
rock and world music infl uences, The 
Tea Party is sure to deliver a memo-
rable show, and festival executive di-
rector Rashaad Hamid said they were 
very pleased to land an act of this cali-
bre for the Saturday night stage show.

“As a community-focused festival, 
bringing in a band of this calibre has 
been something many in our commu-
nity have suggested over the years, 
and we’re thrilled to fi nally make it 
happen,” he said.

“They are a well-established Cana-
dian act with a strong reputation for 
outstanding live performances, and 
we feel they will connect very well 
with our core audience. From both a 
personal perspective and on behalf of 
the organization, this is shaping up 
to be one of the standout moments of 
our festival.”

The festival will also have The High-
way Company as the opening act that 
night, off ering a mixture of Ameri-
cana rock.

Hamid said he feels this is a contin-
uation of what has proven to be very 
successful for the festival in the past 
few years.

“Building on the momentum of re-
cent years, including strong turnouts 
and major performances like The Big 
Wreck in 2022, the festival continues 
to grow in both scale and ambition. 
This announcement refl ects that con-
tinued progress,” he suggested.

“We are also working behind the 
scenes on a bunch of other stuff , with 
more announcements to come as de-
tails are confi rmed. The best way for 
the community to stay up to date is by 
following our social media channels 

and subscribing to our newsletter.”
Hamid also made an appeal for con-

tinued support from the community.
“We want to emphasize that as 

the festival continues to grow, so do 
the associated costs of delivering 
high-quality programming. We are 
deeply grateful for the support we re-

ceive, and we continue to encourage 
local businesses and community part-
ners to consider the festival as their 
own, stepping forward as sponsors to 
help us keep expanding and bringing 
more exciting experiences to the re-
gion for years to come.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
The Tea Party will anchor the Saturday night main stage lineup at the Morden 
Corn and Apple Festival this summer.

Winkler chamber announces 
business award winners
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler’s best in business have been 
announced.

The Winkler and District Chamber 
of Commerce last week named the 
recipients of the P.W. Enns Business 
Awards.

ONE Insurance Group is this year’s 
Customer Service Award winner, 
King’s Deli Market & Eatery will take 
home the Business Builder Award, 
Golden West Broadcasting Ltd. won 
the Community Builder Award, the 
Non-Profi t of the Year is Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of the Pembina Valley, and 
the Business Excellence Award is go-
ing to Schnell Industries Inc.

“Looking at their accomplishments 
and according to the criteria that we 
have for our award categories, these 
fi ve winners really stood out,” shared 
Tanya Chateauneuf, chamber execu-
tive director, “and we thought they 
defi nitely deserved recognition for all 
of their hard work and accomplish-
ments.”

Business Excellence winner Schnell 
Industries has grown in leaps in 
bounds in recent years. 

The equipment manufacturer for the 

agricultural, industrial, and bulk ma-
terials handling industries has seen its 
staff  numbers triple from 32 in 2021 to 
95 this year. They doubled their facil-
ity in Winkler’s industrial park with 

Continued on page 6
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The hope is to have the deli side of 
things up and running by the end of 
April. 

The future dining room Hildeb-
rand referred to is part of the long 
term plan for the non-profi t to open 
a sit-down restaurant whose profi ts 
will help keep The Bunker sustain-
able.

They intend to hire marginalized 
community members who need 
a more supportive work environ-
ment, with fl exible work shifts and 
a culture of mentorship and under-
standing.

That dream has hit a few fi nan-
cial hurdles in recent years, forcing 
them to push pause on the idea, for 
now.

“That is still the end dream, but 
we’re like $300,000 away from fi n-
ishing everything up in there,” Hil-
debrand said. “So we are trying to 
fi gure out how we can raise that 
money. We’re still actively fundrais-
ing towards that, so if people want 
to donate to that project and get us 
that $300,000 quicker, that would be 
awesome.”

In the meantime, the new deli will 
also employ local youth, just as In-
dustrial Eats does with its canteen 
and food truck teams.

“We’ve got three working here 
right now, and during the year we 
had 19 working at the concession 
booth,” Hildebrand said. “That has 
just been a super good opportunity 
to test out our model of taking kids 
that nobody else wants to hire and 
see if we can train and develop and 
teach them what they need to know 
to succeed.

“These kids don’t feel they fi t in 
the community, they don’t fi t in the 
workplace, but they come here and 
they’re out in the community and 
they fi t and they love it and they 
thrive and grow and learn.”

Heading up that program is Nata-
sha Harder, who has seen numerous 
youth make great strides over the 
past year.

“A couple of them in particular 
have defi nitely shown a lot of im-

provement from their start until 
now,” she said, noting several have 
plans to come with at The Bunker’s 
food trucks this summer. “They are 
proof that if you just give them a 
chance, show them some love, they 
can make a big diff erence.”

Harder will be heading up staff  
management at the deli alongside 
kitchen manager Nancy Suderman. 
With this core team helping keep 
things running smoothly, Industrial 
Eats is expanding its hours of oper-
ations starting April 17.

“We’ll be open Thursdays and Fri-
days 11:30-1:30 and then Friday eve-
nings and Saturday evenings from 
4:30-7:30 for supper,” Suderman 
said, noting it’ll be takeout food, 
though once the weather warms up 
they’ll have picnic tables outside 
people can come eat at.

You might also soon see anoth-
er food truck on the road with the 
Industrial Eats logo on it sometime 
soon.

“We had someone donate a sec-
ond food trailer to us, “Hildebrand 
shared, noting it’ll be ready to hit 
the streets “as soon as we have the 
money to fi nish it.

“We started this whole self-sus-
tainability thing with our fi rst food 
trailer, and if we hadn’t started that 
when we did, we would have shut 
down by now,” he said. “I’ve been 
here for 20 years and our expenses 
have only gone up, but very few 
of our donations have gone up. We 
have to fi nd ways to keep it all go-
ing.

“Any profi ts that we make out of 
all this goes back into The Bunker, 
and then we can do all the pro-
gramming, the mission trips, every-
thing,” Hildebrand said, thanking 
everyone who has supported their 
eff orts, either by making a donation 
or simply buying lunch from them. 

“With these kids, we do make a 
diff erence, and they need this,” add-
ed Suderman, encouraging the com-
munity to continue its support “so 
we can keep helping these kids.”

 >  THE BUNKER, FROM PG. 2

Tickets on sale now for SCCR fashion show
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Tickets are on sale now for South 
Central Cancer Resource’s annual 
fashion show.

Tickets to the May 14 fundraiser 
went live fi rst thing Tuesday morn-
ing, and they’re expected to go fast.

The popular event made the move 

your treatment and get back down 
to where you’re standing on solid 
ground,” Suderman says, noting “it’s 
a tough bridge to walk” but the jour-
ney is made a little easier when you 
have all these people you can lean on.

The evening will feature a rainbow 
auction, wine bar, desserts, and a pan-
el discussion highlighting some of the 

services SCCR provides free of charge 
to local cancer patients.

“We’re going to have a volunteer 
driver and one of our offi  ce coordina-
tors who organizers all the drivers, all 
the trips,” Suderman says, noting the 
region they serve is massive. 

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
SCCR’s Building Bridges Fashion Show 
takes place at the Meridian Exhibition 
Centre May 14.

from Morden to Winkler’s Meridian 
Exhibition Centre last year, to great 
success.

“We had just over 300 seats in Mor-
den and now we’re shooting for 500,” 
says event committee member Cali 
Suderman. “We needed a bigger 
space ... but it was defi nitely a shot 
in the dark. There were, I think, only 
eight seats left last year.”

Dubbed the Building Bridges Fash-
ion Show, the evening will shine a 
spotlight on how one is never alone 
as they navigate a cancer journey.

“With a cancer diagnosis, you’re 
now looking at building a bridge,” 
Suderman says, explaining that each 
slat represents the community help-
ing you get through it all.

“Within SCCR, we have our drivers 
that will help get you to treatments, 
that’s one slat. And you’ve got your 
nurse navigators that are helping co-
ordinate your treatments. That’s an-
other slat. You’ve got your church, 
your friends, your family, doctors—
they all build up another slat.”

The hope is that you’ll walk that 
bridge together and come out the oth-
er side healthy again.

“You get up over the hump of 

Continued on page 6
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Morden’s Imagination Library launches Monday
By Ashleigh Viveiros

It’s offi  cial: Morden’s Imagination Library is a go.
A committee made up of reps from the Morden Fam-

ily Resource Centre (MFRC), Western School Division, 
and South Central Regional Library has raised the 
funds it needs to launch the early childhood literacy 
program next week.

“We are opening for registrations on Monday, April 
13 at 10 a.m.,” shared MFRC executive director Jen Fro-
ese. “We’re initially going to open it up to 100 kids, one 
per family to start, and then hopefully through the next 
few months we’ll raise more funds to be able to accept 
more kids per family.”

The Imagination Library is an international program 
founded by country music superstar Dolly Parton. Lo-
cal chapters mail out free books to registered kids ev-
ery month from the time they’re born until they turn 
fi ve, helping families build up their home libraries and 
fostering in kids a lifelong love of reading.

The money they’ve raised so far will cover sending 
books to the fi rst 100 kids for the next two years, but 
organizers are certainly hoping to grow the program 
far beyond that.

“We raised what we need to launch it, but we still 
need more to keep it going through the years and ac-
cept more kids,” Froese said. “It’s a start, but we defi -
nitely have a few hundred more children that would 
be eligible.”

Much of this fi rst $10,000 came from a handful of gen-
erous community donors, so Froese is hoping to get the 
word out about this program to as many more poten-
tial supporters as possible.

“We are really encouraging smaller businesses, larg-

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Some of the free books children enrolled in Morden’s new Imagination Library program will receive. 
Registration opens Monday at 10 a.m. Scan the QR code above to fi nd the website.

er businesses to get on board, maybe with a pay-
roll deduction program, if this is something that 
they’re passionate about and that their employ-
ees are passionate about, because every dollar 
counts.”

It costs just $45 to cover books and mail costs for 
one child for one year, Froese noted.

“It’s not a huge investment,” she said. “So if 
there are any business that want to jump on board 

and support it, we’d love to hear from them.”
Donations can also be made online at imagi-

nationlibrary.com/ca/affiliate/MBMORDEN, 
which is the same website to go Monday morning 
to register your child for the program. 

They will be accepting children born in July 2021 
or later who live in the Western School Division 
catchment area.

Applications open for 
Learn & Return bursary
By Lorne Stelmach

An initiative aimed at helping sup-
port the education and training of 
health care practitioners and in turn 
encouage them to work and serve in 
this area has been paying off .

The Learn and Return Health Care 
Bursary is still a relatively new ini-
tiative, but organizers already know 
it works—12 employees who have 
received it are currently working at 
Boundary Trails Health Centre.

The dream of the initiative’s propo-
nents, including Marilyn Skubovius 
and Pat Gibson, is that in the future 
staffi  ng for health care would not be 
a problem in this area of the province.

“The whole concept of when it was 
initiated was Boundary Trails Health 
Centre is expanding, and they’re go-
ing to need new staff  for diff erent pro-
gramming, and what did everybody 
say? We already don’t have enough 
staff , so how are you going to open 
any new programs?” recalled Gibson.

They took the idea for the bursary to 
the Morden Area Foundation, and it 
immediately recognized the value of 
it and helped them create an endow-
ment fund so donations to it could 
give back in perpetuity.

“We then literally just went from 
business to business, interested party 
to interested party, and the rest is his-
tory,” Gibson said.

The bursary fund is now at just un-
der $700,000 thanks in large part to 
a $500,000 contribution from Dave 
Lumgair in memory of his wife. Their 
goal is to reach $1 million.

Applications are now being accept-
ed for 2026 with a deadline of May 15. 
There will be $26,500 to distribute this 
year.

Over the past two years they’ve giv-
en out 36 bursaries to residents from 
Morden, Winkler, Stanley, Miami, 
Altona, and Hochfi eld pursuing ca-
reers as doctors, nurses, pharmacists, 

Continued on page 8
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“It’s Winkler, Morden, Pilot 
Mound—everything from Morris 
south, basically—so these coordina-
tors are working ridiculous hours 
with unbelievable numbers of peo-
ple,” says Suderman. “It’s just to kind 
of give people an idea of these are 
the people involved in building your 
bridge, here’s what that looks like.”

Models walking the runway that 
night will be wearing fashions and 
accessories from Livienne Bridal Bou-
tique, Copper & Sparrow Boutique, 
Knockabouts,  Saban & Company, 
Amorakin, Focal Point, and Appelts 
Diamonds.

“All of the models are either walk-
ing in honour of someone—either 
someone that has passed or a fami-
ly member that’s currently battling 
cancer—or they’re walking for them-
selves,” Suderman says. “Each of 
them is going to have a bit of their 
story told: this is my journey and this 
is how SCCR was able to help.

“Their stories deserve to be shared 
and they deserve to be listened to. 
It’s a very emotional evening, but it’s 
beautiful,” she says, adding it’s also 
an evening full of hope, with stories 
of people overcoming cancer and 
going on to live long, healthy lives. 
“We’ve got  a model who’s been 40 
years cancer free ... there are stories 
where [a cancer battle] is just a blip on 
their radar.”

The event is SCCR’s biggest fund-
raiser of the year. Last year’s show set 
a new record with over $77,000 raised.

The funds go to support SCCR’s 
programming, which includes its 
patient transportation service, ac-
commodation assistance, wigs and 
head coverings, skin screening clin-
ics, lymphedema fi nancial assistance, 
radon awareness and testing, and a 
variety of wellness programs aimed 
at helping those living with cancer 
feel better, mentally, emotionally, and 
physically.

“We in the Pembina Valley are so 
blessed to have SCCR,” Suderman 
says. “There are programs outside 
of this area where your enrolment is 
not free. With SCCR, you come in our 
doors and your costs are covered, no 
questions asked. You qualify because 
you live here and it is funded by our 
communities.”

In fact, the agency receives no gov-

 >  FASHION SHOW, FROM PG. 4 ernment funding for its services—it’s 
all supported through donations.

“It’s a testament to how the Pembina 
Valley looks after one another,” Sud-
erman says. “We just open our arms 

and say let’s get you through this.”
Tickets to the May 14 show, which 

starts at 7 p.m., are $65 and are avail-
able online at sccr.mb.ca.

an expansion in 2022 and added 
another 41,000 square feet with a 
new build on their site just last year 
to keep pace with their expanding 
customer markets on the national 
and international stages. 

“They were selected for Business 
Excellence, which is our biggest 
award of the night, in recognition of 
all the growth that they’ve shown” 
Chateauneuf said, as well as the 
contributions they’ve made to com-
munity groups and projects ranging 
from  Adult and Teen Challenge to 
the Plum Coulee Fire Department. 

The other award winners are no 
less accomplished.

“If we look at King’s Deli as a Busi-
ness Builder, we can look at their ex-
pansion into Morden but also their 
expansion of what they off er the 
community as far as their catering, 
their events, how they contribute to 
the community,” Chateauneuf said. 
“We’re just so proud to have them 
as chamber members.”

Golden West Broadcasting, mean-
while, is nearing 70 years of news 
and advertising services in the com-
munity.

“All of the diff erent things that 
they off er the business community 
as well as the community as a whole 
makes them a perfect fi t for the 
Community Builder Award,” Cha-
teauneuf said. “And we’re super ex-
cited to celebrate with them and to 
recognize what they do for us.”

ONE Insurance Group’s focus on 
building long-term relationships 

with their clients to ensure they are 
providing them with the support 
they need when they need it made 
them a fi ne fi t for the Customer Ser-
vice Award.

“Here we have a business that re-
ally goes above and beyond, and I 
think it’s a wonderful opportunity 
for us to say thank you for provid-
ing such a great service,” said Cha-
teauneuf.

Finally, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
the Pembina Valley had been facil-
itating mentoring matches between 
volunteers and youth for 50 years.

“Every non-profi t in our commu-
nity plays an important role, and 
we’re so excited to highlight the role 
Big Brothers Big Sisters plays,” Cha-
teauneuf said.

These fi ve organizations will be 
celebrated at the P.W. Enns Awards 
Gala on May 12 at the Meridian Ex-
hibition Centre.

The evening will include a cocktail 
reception starting at 5 p.m. followed 
by dinner and the awards ceremo-
ny.

It’s a gala evening that the entire 
community is invited to come enjoy.

“We want to come together as 
a community and celebrate these 
amazing business that we have here 
in Winkler,” said Chateauneuf. 

Tickets are $150, plus tax, 
and can be booked online at                                          
winklerchamber.com/events or by 
emailing admin@winklerchamber.
com.

 >  CHAMBER AWARDS, FROM PG. 3
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From Winkler to Ukraine

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The work and generosity of local 
volunteers and donors is making a 
diff erence half a world away.

In mid-December, Southman Glean-
ers in Reinland, Faith Mission in Win-
kler, and Mission Eurasia Canada 
teamed up to send a shipping con-
tainer fi lled with dried soup mix and 
clothing to those in need in Ukraine.

The Russian invasion of the coun-
try caused the container to take a bit 
more of a circuitous route than fi rst 
expected, shared Winkler’s Martin 
Harder, board chair of Mission Eur-
asia Canada.

“It was coming through Odessa, and 
the bombs were fl ying around Odes-
sa, so we weren’t sure how it was go-
ing to work,” he shared. “Eventually 
it made it through the port in Odessa 
but where they were originally des-
tined for, which was a warehouse in 
Poland for distribution to Ukraine, 
that road was blocked, so they 
couldn’t take it there.”

The shipment fi nally made its way 
to Zaporizhzhia, a Ukrainian city 
with deep ties to southern Manitoba.

“When we started with this thing in 
the fi rst place, my fi rst thought was 
I hope we get it to Zaporizhzhia, be-
cause that’s where our Mennonite 
people came from. So it was my hope 
and my prayer that at least some of it 
would get there. Well, now the whole 
container got there.”

The soup within came courtesy of 
Southman Gleaners, which trans-
forms unmarketable vegetables into 
shelf-stable mixes that require only 
water to feed 100 people, while Faith 
Mission provided the gently used 
clothing from its stockpile of dona-
tions collected in support of both 
Ukraine and Moldova. 

Volunteers from Sixteen13 Ministry 
also lent a hand in this initiative, help-
ing to get it all packed up and ready 
to go.

“The Ukrainian refugees who came 
to help us load it up, for them it 

was equally as meaningful,” Harder 
shared. “For them to be able to con-
tribute, even if not fi nancially, but just 
to physically contribute to the welfare 
of their own people, that spoke huge 

volumes.”
Mission Eurasia took care of the 

costs and shipment details to get it all 
where it could do the most good.

SUPPLIED PHOTO
Southman Gleaners, Faith Mission, and Mission Eurasia Canada teamed up just 
before Christmas to fi ll a shipping container with locally-sourced soup mix (above) 
and clothing donations  for shipment to Ukraine. It arrived there a few weeks ago 
and the items within are getting to the people who need them.

Shipping container full of food, clothes 
arrives on the front lines in Zaporizhzhia

Continued on page 8



speech pathologists, occupational 
therapists, and in medical records 
and MRI technology.

Gibson noted it was especially 
gratifying to get an applicant want-
ing to be an MRI technician, as they 
are harder to come by. They’re also 
thrilled to have supported three 
medical doctors, with one for cer-
tain already committed to continu-
ing as a family practitioner in the 
area.

Joel Nelson, director of health ser-
vices at BTHC, and Nicole Walske, 
director of Menzies Medical Cen-
tre, serve on the fund’s committee 
alongside Gibson and Skubovius 
and a representative of the Morden 

Area Foundation.
Nelson and Walske are especially 

valuable, Gibson noted, as they can 
identify the greatest needs in staff -
ing, so those needs can be consid-
ered when giving out bursaries.

Gibson emphasized that anyone 
who lives in the catchment area of 
BTHC and is working at or would 
like to work at BTHC or the Menzies 
Medical Centre is eligible to apply.

“I am really looking forward to 
seeing the applicants,” she said. 
“It’s open even to anyone who’s 
currently working but wants to ad-
vance their skills, and it’s also open 
to immigrants who need to be recer-
tifi ed to work here.”
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“The need there is huge because it 
is on the front line of this confl ict,” 
Harder noted. “Families are broken 
up because of all the soldiers that 
have to go and fi ght, and so you have 
the rest of the family at home trying to 
fend for themselves.”

The shipment arrived in late Feb-
ruary and the goods have been rap-
idly distributed by partners on the 

ground in the Ukraine over the past 
few weeks.

“Thank you so much for your eff orts 
in fi nding and sending humanitari-
an aid to Ukraine,” Roman Rakhuba, 
a leader in the aff ected area, said in 
a message to Mission Eurasia sup-
porters last week. “This is incredibly 
important to us. Food is currently in 
short supply. Our teams are working 

 >  WINKLER TO UKRAINE, FROM PG. 7

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Clothing donations collected by Faith Mission being distributed in Ukraine.

hard to distribute the aid as effi  cient-
ly as possible, and the majority of the 
containers have been distributed to 
people living near the front lines.”

“This isn’t about receiving random 
handouts; it’s about restoring a vital 
piece of personhood,” the ministry 
shared in its report on the distribu-
tion eff orts. “Here, individuals are 
empowered to choose garments that 
fi t, that suit the season, that resonate 
with their own style, and that they 
will genuinely use. 

“For many, this simple act rekindles 
a lost sense of dignity, a fl icker of nor-
malcy in lives upended by confl ict.”

The food was equally welcomed, 
helping families put food on the table 
during challenging economic times.

“It might seem like a small off ering 
in the grand scheme of a war-torn 
region, a humble packet of dried in-
gredients,” the agency noted, sharing, 
however, that for those receiving the 
soup mixes, it’s a profoundly uplift-

ing gift, “a tangible touch of care, a 
whisper from far across the world 
reminding them that they were not 
forgotten in their diffi  culties, that 
their struggles were seen. It off ered a 
moment of reprieve, a gentle ‘discon-
nection’ from the relentless weight of 
their daily anxieties.”

Seeing the photos of the distribu-
tion of the goods and hearing stories 
of their impact made all the work be-
hind getting the container fi lled and 
shipped more than worth it, observed 
Harder.

“It’s a feeling of elation ... what we 
actually did here is helping people 
and we have the reports, we have the 
pictures,” he said. “When those pic-
tures came in, it was just overwhelm-
ing to be able to say, yes, it worked.”

And it was a real community eff ort 
across multiple ministries, Harder 
noted.

“We’re all part of a big puzzle. And 
this puzzle now has a picture.”

 >  LEARN AND RETURN, FROM PG. 5

Spring thaw is underway; 
stay off lakes, rivers
By Voice staff 

The snow of recent weeks may have 
you thinking otherwise, but spring is 
most certainly on its way.

Manitoba Transportation and Infra-
structure’s Hydrologic Forecast Cen-
tre advised last week that the spring 
thaw has begun in southern Manitoba 
basins, including the United States’ 
portion of the Red River basin.

They warn that, as  temperatures 
rise, river fl ows and water levels are 
expected to gradually increase, lead-
ing to potentially hazardous ice con-
ditions on rivers, lakes and drainage 

ditches across the province.
“Ice may appear similar to normal 

winter conditions but may be very 
thin and unable to support people or 
heavy objects such as snowmobiles 
and vehicles,” the centre’s bulletin 
stresses. “Use of the rivers, lakes, wa-
terways and drainage ditches for ac-
tivities such as skiing, sledding and 
snowmobiling could be hazardous at 
this time and should be avoided. Peo-
ple living near waterways should be 
especially careful to prevent children 
and pets from wandering onto the 
ice.”
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

JOIN US FOR THE APRIL CONSIGNMENT SALES 2026
April ONSITE Week 1
Consignment Sale

Viewing:  April 2nd from 9 AM to 5PM.
Bidding starts: April 2nd, 2026 at 9:00AM

Lots start closing on April 9th, 2026 at 10:00AM.
Pick up days: Friday, April 10 from 9 AM - 5 PM

            

April OFFSITE  
Consignment Sale

Viewing:  April 12th -16th from 9 AM 
to 5PM. Bidding starts: April 16th, 2026 at 

9:00AM. Lots start closing on April 22nd, 2026 
at 10:00AM. Pick up days: Friday, April 24th & 

Saturday April 25th from 9 AM to 5 PM

April ONSITE Week 2 
Consignment Sale

Viewing:  April 13 -16th from 9 AM to 5PM.
Bidding starts: April 16th, 2026 at 9:00AM

Lots start closing on April 23, 2026 at 10:00AM.
Pick up days: Friday, April 24th & 

Saturday April 25th from 9 AM to 5 PM
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U of M health-care students supporting care in Morden-Winkler
By Lorne Stelmach

Municipal partnerships help to sup-
port the training of a variety of stu-
dents in a variety of health care fi elds, 
including right here in the Pembina 
Valley.

Students from the University of 
Manitoba’s Rady Faculty of Health 
Sciences travel to Morden and Win-
kler for rural and remote work place-
ments in fi elds including medicine, 
nursing, pharmacy, rehabilitation sci-
ences and dentistry

Boundary Trails is among the top 
fi ve locations where students com-
plete these placements, and the City 
of Morden was the fi rst to provide 
dedicated housing for students in 
launching a pair of two-bedroom 
units in November 2025.

The Rady faculty has a lease with 
the city at a low rate where they cov-
er a portion of the cost alongside the 
university.

“What’s really unique is that Mor-
den has really stepped up in engag-
ing with learners and communicat-
ing with them while they are in the 
community and inviting them to lo-
cal events and trying to get them in-
volved in the community so that they 
feel they are part of the community,” 
said Melissa Balness, managing direc-
tor, offi  ce of rural and remote learner 
experiences, with the Rady Faculty.

“It’s a good project and one that I 
feel is benefi cial not just for Morden 
but for the whole region,” said Jason 
Dyck, economic development offi  cer 
for the City of Morden.

Lindsey Gundrum, a fourth-year 
midwifery student, says the program 
has been a huge help as she completes 
her studies.

“It’s been really nice not having to 
worry about accommodations when I 
came here for my placement and hav-
ing that all arranged for me has been 
great,” she said. “And they pay for it, 
and they pay for my travel too, which 
is really nice as a student.”

Gundrum just fi nished her clinical 
placement in Winkler, and she said it 
was a great experience working here 
with the local midwifery team.

“My experience specifi cally with the 
midwives in Winkler has by far been 
my best experience I would say of all 
of my clinical placements,” said Gun-
drum, who also spent time in Winni-
peg, Brandon, and The Pas.

Having grown up on a farm just out-
side of Swan Lake, this area feels a lit-
tle more like home to her.

“I’m defi nitely more familiar with 
the area and the culture,” Gundrum 
said. “And the team here just works 
so well together. It is such a good 
team of midwives … all of the staff  

tially to work there in the future.”
Dyck felt it was a great opportunity 

for the city to play an important sup-
portive role by working in partner-
ship through the Morden Communi-
ty Development Corporation.

“The potential to directly support 
people in the medical profession 
coming here seemed like a pretty easy 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Midwifery student Lindsey Gundrum in front of Boundary Trails Health Centre, 
where she’s completing practical portions of her training.

program to jump 
on board with … 
it’s something 
we defi nitely 
wanted to sup-
port,” he said.

“Retention of 
health care pro-
fessionals and 
recruitment of 
health care pro-
fessionals has 

been a priority now for a number of 
years … so to come up with some-
thing that is a nice place for these stu-
dents to call home for between three 
weeks and three months that they 
would be doing their placements and 
to welcome them into the community 
seemed like a natural fi t.”

here has just been so great, so it’s been 
a wonderful experience or me.

“Boundary Trails is actually one of 
the smaller hospitals that I’ve been in, 
and I just actually enjoy the size of the 
hospital where you know the doctors, 
who’s going to be on call, and you 
know all the nurses by name … so it’s 
been great.”

The initiative started in 2021 with 
the aim to get more students into ru-
ral communities and remove some of 
the fi nancial barriers, noted Balness.

“What we’ve noticed over the years 
is how the program has grown,” she 
said, pointing out that this past year 
alone saw over 2,100 learners spend 
time outside Winnipeg compared to 
just 500 when it began.

Balness shared that 579 of the learn-
ers were in the Southern Health-Santé 
Sud region, including 141 who have 
come to the Winkler and Morden area.

“So it has grown quite a bit over the 
last fi ve years … a large number of 
learners are going to the communi-
ties,” she said.

“If learners don’t have any expe-
rience in a rural community, if they 
grew up in an urban centre, they don’t 
know what’s available out there,” 
Balness noted. “Communities weren’t 
even aware that learners were in their 
communities, so in the past year, we 
have spent a lot of time meeting with 
community leadership across Manito-
ba and sharing information.

“Working with them can help en-
sure our program can continue, and 
we’re also working with them to en-
gage with the learners in their com-
munities so that the learners have a 
positive experience and will want to 
go back to those communities poten-
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Pickup Your  Community
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Independent theatre group carries on with ‘The Carpenter’
By Holly Thorne-Wiebe

When the curtain rises next week at 
Buhler Hall, it will mark more than 
just opening night for a local produc-
tion. For Cottonwood Community 
Drama, it’s a sign the show—and the 
organization behind it—will go on.

The group’s upcoming production 
of The Carpenter runs April 16-18 in 
Gretna, following an unexpected 
change after the closure of Mennonite 
Collegiate Institute, which had long 
supported the theatre company.

“We had already chosen our show 
and selected our cast,” said Charles 
Klippenstein, technical director and 
set builder, who has been involved 
with Cottonwood since 2009. “It was 
a show we thought was really power-
ful, and didn’t want to miss the op-
portunity to perform it.”

Rather than cancel the production, 
the group made the decision to con-
tinue independently—a move that re-
quired quickly adapting to new reali-
ties, including securing funding and 
organizing operations without insti-
tutional backing.

“A lot of it has been fi guring out 
how to work as an independent orga-
nization,” Klippenstein said. “We’re 
drumming up our own support now, 
and the community has responded re-
ally well. That’s been encouraging.”

The production will be staged at 
Buhler Hall, a venue Klippenstein de-
scribes as well worth the visit for au-
diences who may not have attended a 
performance there before. 

On stage, audiences can expect a 
character-driven story with a mean-
ingful message. The play features a 
smaller cast but explores themes that 
resonate broadly, including how peo-
ple treat one another and the impact 
of compassion. 

“It’s a story where you can see refl ec-
tions of yourself in the characters,” 
Klippenstein said. “It challenges how 

we treat people and asks what might 
happen if we led with respect and 
value from the start.”

For fi rst-time director Holly Gilson, 
the production is both a creative op-
portunity and a personal milestone. 

“I had never directed before,” she 
said. “But when I read the script I was 
immediately drawn to it. It’s such a 
beautiful story.”

Gilson describes The Carpenter as a 
story centred on acceptance, open-
ness, and rethinking long-held as-
sumptions. 

 PHOTO BY HOLLY THORNE-WIEBE/VOICE
From left: Colton Brandt, Megan Fehr, Aubrey Thiessen, and Devin Fehr run 

through a scene in The Carpenter, which the Cottonwood theatre troupe brings 

to the stage next week.

range of local talent, with cast mem-
bers spanning multiple age groups—
something both Gilson and Klippen-
stein see as a strength of community 
theatre. 

Beyond the stage, the continuation 
of Cottonwood Community Drama 
carries deeper signifi cance for those 
involved. 

For Gilson, who joined the group 
in 2024 after years away from theatre 
while raising her family, the experi-
ence has been transformative.

“I was looking for a place where I 
felt like I belonged,” she said. “The-
atre people are a bit diff erent—cre-
ative, vulnerable—and it can be hard 
to fi nd that kind of community. But I 
found it here.”

When news broke that MCI would 
close, Gilson said she felt a strong pull 
to help keep the group alive. 

“It felt important to protect that 
space,” she said. “If even one other 
person can fi nd that same sense of be-
longing, it’s worth it.”

Looking ahead, both Gilson and 
Klippenstein hope to build Cotton-
wood into a sustainable, independent 
organization with expanded opportu-
nities for the community. Future goals 
include growing a volunteer base, de-
veloping a board, and potentially of-
fering programming such as theatre 
workshops or youth training.

For now, though, the immediate fo-
cus remains on bringing The Carpenter 
to the stage and inviting the commu-
nity to be part of this next chapter. 

Tickets for the April 16-18 per-
formances are available online at                
cottonwooddrama.squarespace.com.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Friesens Corporation’s Pamela Hiebert (left) recently presented Ang Stoesz from the Rhineland & 

Area Food Bank with a donation of $9,808. The funds come from the Altona company’s employee-

directed giving program, in which staff  vote on which local organizations and community projects 

they’d like Friesens’ support to go to each year. “Strong communities grow when people support 

one another in meaningful ways,” said Hiebert. “Our employee-directed giving program allows our 

employee owners to be directly involved in supporting organizations that make a real diff erence 

close to home.” The volunteer-run food bank was a natural choice for support, as it helps feed 

dozens of households in the area every week. 

Friesens
Corp.
supports 
local food 
bank

“It’s about wel-
coming outsiders 
and choosing to 
prioritize lov-
ing people over 
following rigid 
rules,” she said. 

“There’s a humble character at the 
centre who lives out those values, and 
it ends up transforming the people 
around him.”

She added that the story feels par-
ticularly relevant, even though it was 
selected before many of today’s cur-
rent challenges came into focus. 

“As we’ve worked through re-
hearsals, we’ve realized how much it 
speaks to the moment we’re in,” she 
said.

The production also refl ects a wide 
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Goodies for kitties
Furever Friends Cat Rescue set up shop 

in the Altona Mall Saturday for its spring 

bake sale, off ering up a host of goodies 

in support of its eff orts to provide foster 

homes, vet care, and spay/neutering for 

lost, abandoned, and feral cats in the 

Altona area. They’re currently looking for 

volunteers willing to open up their homes 

as foster families for emergency, short-

term, and longer-term stints. You can 

learn more online at fureverfriendsaltona.

com. Left: Carol Martens, Kim Martens, 

and Nicolette de Bod man the sale table.

PHOTOS BY EDWARD 
VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE

Gretna tax hike less than originally reported

By Lorne Stelmach

Gretna residents will still be facing 
higher municipal tax bills this year, 
but not as much as had fi rst been be-
lieved.

A recent notice from the Municipal-
ity of Rhineland corrected the infor-
mation they had originally circulated 
as part of the approval of its 2026 bud-
get.

The municipality explained an error 
occurred during the budget presenta-
tion at the public hearing March 18. It 
had been noted a mill rate of 21.294 
was presented for the local urban 
district of Gretna, but the fi gure was 
incorrect due to a transcription error 
when transferring numbers from the 
fi nancial plan bylaw into the budget 
presentation. 

The correct mill rate is 20.294, and 
as a result of this error, the reported 
property tax impact for Gretna resi-
dents was overstated. The presented 
increase of 15.7 per cent should have 
been 10.2 per cent, which refl ects the 
actual approved tax increase.

“It is still high,” acknowledged 

Reeve Don Wiebe. 
“Many of the other LUDs have 

growth, assessment growth,” he ex-
plained. “It compounds the problem 
because you have no increased assess-
ment to go with on which to base the 
taxation. So that’s the struggle with 
Gretna. We hope that some things will 
change going forward.”

The total tax levy for the LUD of 
Gretna is $321,205. These funds sup-
port essential community services 
and core infrastructure including 
sidewalks and streets, fi re depart-
ment capital and operating costs, 
the recycling depot, workshop op-
erations, community beautifi cation, 
snow clearing, street lighting, mow-
ing, cemetery maintenance, commu-
nity activities, recreation facilities 
(arena, ball diamond and park build-
ing), drainage, and wages.

The municipality in consultation 
with the LUD of Gretna committee 
will continue to work at maintaining 
a competitive property tax rate while 
balancing the service needs and ex-
pectations of the community, accord-
ing to a release from the municipality.

“Like many municipalities, we are 
experiencing infl ationary pressures 
across most expenditure categories, 
which have contributed to this year’s 
increase. Council recognizes that 
property tax increases can be chal-

Rhineland RM issues 
correction of mill 
rate

lenging and remains committed to 
using collected taxes to maintain and 
improve the community.

“Maybe we can turn this around 
and get some commercial enterprises 
to start moving back into Gretna,” 

said Wiebe. “I like to be optimistic, so 
I think some things could happen.

“This is still a high increase but we 
are optimistic this could set us in a 
good place to move forward.”

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Soaring highSoaring high
The spring raptor migration is well The spring raptor migration is well 
underway, with bald eagles becoming a underway, with bald eagles becoming a 
more common sight all over the Pembina more common sight all over the Pembina 
Valley region as a result.Valley region as a result.
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PCAN hosting Earth 
Day celebration 
April 18
By Lorne Stelmach

Mordenites are invited to mark Earth Day by coming 
out to the new trail area at Lake Minnewasta for a va-
riety of outdoor activities.

The Pembina Climate Action Network is planning a 
number of things on the south side of Lake Minne-
wasta Saturday, April 18 between 1-4 p.m.

It is a change from last year when the organization 
held a sustainability fair indoors.

“This felt like a better way to go,” said organizer 
Edith Lovatt. “We wanted to bring it all closer to peo-
ple and especially bring it outside.”

The afternoon will feature volunteer Doug Kelso 
speaking on an initiative to transplant some prairie 
grasses from an area near Morden that was set to be 
developed.

There will also be some children’s activities, and a 
City of Morden representative will touch on Morden 
being declared a Bee City. Organizers were also hop-
ing to have someone speaking about birding for be-
ginners, and there are also plans in the works to show 
how people how they can build their own seedling 
pots out of newspaper.

Lovatt suggested there are more and more people in 
the area who feel strongly about being more environ-
mentally conscious. 

“We have a group of people who are just passionate 
especially about the tall grasses especially, passionate 
about the trees,” she said. “There’s people who are be-
coming more aware of looking after the environment 
… and we just have to fi nd more ways in our own 
community of how to do that.”

And it is important to educate people about what 
they can do to make a diff erence—everything from 
recycling more to planting your own garden.

“What are all the little things that we can do that 
might make an impact in our area,” Lovatt said. “We 
can help make people more aware of the little things 
that they can do.”

The Pembina Climate Action Network is a grassroots 
community organization with a commitment to action 
and refl ection regarding climate change, and it aims to 
do this through education regarding climate change 
and how to mitigate and adapt to its eff ects, network-
ing with community groups/organizations and gov-
ernment bodies and encouraging an active reciprocal 
relationship with the earth.

In recent years, PCAN has also been involved with 
Arbor Day events in Morden, and it has also connect-
ed with Morden Collegiate students on outdoor edu-
cation.

You can stay up-to-date on their activities online at 
pembinacan.org.

News tip? 
Reach us 

at 204-325-
6888
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Big Picture Learning is a Garden Valley School Division             
initiative for students who want a high school experience 
that puts them at the centre of their own learning.

• Learn through real-world projects and internships
• Explore your interests and strengths
•  Build strong relationships with teachers, peers and mentors
• Prepare for life beyond graduation

Now accepting applications from current 
Grade 8 students entering Grade 9.

Applications are available at:
https://www.gvsd.ca/students_and_families/bpl

or through the QR code.

Application deadline: April 15, 2026

For more information, contact:
204-325-8335
bpl@gvsd.ca

Local runner lacing up for Boston Marathon
By Lorne Stelmach

A Winklerite has achieved what is likely the 
pinnacle for anyone who is an avid runner.

Dwight Suderman will be among the 30,000 
people who will be taking part in the 130th 
Boston Marathon April 30, and it is an ultimate 
achievement for the 68-year-old.

“That’s defi nitely a bucket list thing for me 
and many marathon runners. It’s probably the 
foremost and one of the premier marathons in 
the world,” said Suderman. “It’s defi nitely the 
oldest marathon in the world.”

Even just getting to qualify for a chance to 
compete in the Boston Marathon itself is a feat.

“It’s based on your time in a previous race … 
like the Manitoba Marathon or the Twin Cities 
Marathon, which is the one where I actually 
qualifi ed in 2024,” Suderman said.

For his age category —male 65 to 69—he had 
to run a 4:05 time to qualify; he managed to run 
the Minneapolis event in  three hours and 56 
minutes.

“It wasn’t a guarantee that I was going to get 
in, though,” he noted. “I still had to apply, but I 
had a good feeling that I was going to get in … 
that was quite a highlight for me.”

Suderman has been a devoted runner for most 
of his adult life.

“It is something I had actually dreamt of for 
decades … I wondered how am I ever going to 
get there?” he said. “I was an accountant, and I 
did income tax in spring, and that’s when the 
Boston Marathon is, so while I was working, 
there was going to be no way I would be able 
to get there, so thank goodness I retired. Now I 
have the time and the ability to get there.”

In recent weeks, Suderman has been putting in 
the time to seriously train and prepare for the 
event.

“Because the Boston Marathon course is hilly, 
you have to look for hilly terrain to train on,” 
he said. “So I’ve been fortunate enough that 
we went to Barbados in February and a bit of 
March, so I was able to run up and down hills 
there.

“Once I came back, I’ve gone to Morden to 
train on their hills like Conner Hill Drive and up 
Hwy. 3 going west out of town,” he said. “So it’s 
coming together. The hills don’t seem to impact 
me as much as if I didn’t train on hills.”

On one recent Monday he did 19 miles between 
Morden and Winkler, and he was planning to do 
another 20 miles or so before heading to Boston.

“I’ve done quite a few runs that are in the 10 to 
12 mile range, and in Barbados I ran a 14 miler, a 
16 miler,” he said. “I think I will be in half decent 
shape.

“Boston is a hilly course,” he reiterated. “If 
you look at the elevation map, it doesn’t look 
too bad for the fi rst half. It’s mostly downhill for 
the fi rst half of the race … then starting at mile 
16, you get some major hills going uphill, and 
the worst one is at mile 21, and that one is called 
‘heartbreak hill’, so it’s probably well named.”

Regardless of how he does in the marathon, 
Suderman is going to fully enjoy and appreciate 
the opportunity and the experience of it.

“I’m in pretty good shape injury wise. I’ve got 
a little bit of an achilles tendon issue … they’re 
minor, so I can run through that,” he concluded. 
“It’s going to be a big highlight for me. Hopeful-
ly, everything goes well, and I’m shooting for a 
four hour time, so hopefully I can do it.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Dwight Suderman has qualifi ed to compete in the Boston 
Marathon at the end of the month. It’s the fulfi lment of a 
longtime dream for the Winklerite.

PV Orioles open spring tryouts, 
eager for season ahead
By Lorne Stelmach

There are high hopes for the new Manitoba Ju-
nior Baseball League season that lays ahead for 
the Pembina Valley Orioles.

The team began their tryouts last week, and 
while there is always some turnover on the ros-
ter, coach Bobby Matuszewski thinks there is 
good potential.

“We’ve got a lot of guys who graduated from 
AAA last year moving up now to the junior 
team … and there’s also only two players who 
graduated from this team last year,” he noted.

“It’s tough to say what the roster may look like 
right now,” Matuszewski said. “I think there’s a 
good core of players to work with … we should 

have some good pieces. The team had a pretty 
good young core last year.”

Pembina Valley fi nished third in the regular 
season last summer on a 17-13 record behind 
the league-leading Elmwood Giants and Caril-
lon Sultans.

After taking down the sixth-place Winnipeg 
South Wolves in the opening round of the play-
off s, the Orioles had a tough semi-fi nal battle 
with the fi rst-place Giants. After dropping the 
fi rst two games of the best-of-fi ve series by 
scores of 8-1 and 10-9, Pembina Valley rebound-
ed with 9-3 and 6-5 wins before dropping the 
fi nal one 9-2.

Continued on page 14
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“We were contenders”
By Ashleigh Viveiros

It wasn’t how they’d have preferred 
to end their season in the Manitoba 
Junior Hockey League, but Winkler 
Flyers head coach and general man-
ager Matthew Melo says the guys 
have plenty to be proud of nonethe-
less.

The Flyers’ championship  hopes 
were dashed last month when the 
Niverville Nighthawks made a clean 
sweep of their best-of-seven quar-
terfi nal series. The number one team 
in the MGEU East Division downed 
Winkler, who fi nished fourth, by 
scores of 8-2, 2-1, 3-2, and 4-0 to ad-
vance to the next round.

“We got off  to a poor start night 
one,” Melo said, refl ecting, however, 
that the team bounced back in games 
two and three. “Those I feel could 
have gone either direction, but then 
game four I thought we gave in a lit-
tle bit.

“Ultimately, I think there were lots of 
good things in this series,” he said. “I 
didn’t feel like at fi ve-on-fi ve we gave 
them a whole lot. They scored quite a 
bit off  the rush but in our D-zone they 
didn’t create a lot off ensively.

“We kind of minimized chances at 
fi ve-on-fi ve, apart from maybe some 
rush play, and most of that happened 
in game one. So I thought we were 
right in there.”

Even in Niverville’s 4-0 win that 
fi nal night, the Flyers were still out 

there outshooting the Nighthawks 
38-27.

“Losing the series at 4-0, people at 
fi rst glance can look at it and think it 
was a huge mismatch, but I think we 
pushed them, specifi cally in games 
two and three,” Melo said. “But, yeah, 
they were strong. They played well. 
They were coached well and they cer-
tainly deserved to win and beat us.”

The Flyers’ coaching staff  now turns 
its attention to preparing for the next 
campaign. Their spring development 
camp is coming up fast, May 1-3.

“That’ll be the fi rst step in the 
off -season, and right now we’re heav-
ily recruiting and really just trying to 
focus on how we want to build our 
culture,” Melo said.

“I would say this year was a real 
learning lesson for me,” he observed. 
“I think our team got to a spot where 
we were contenders, but I think we’re 
missing some key pieces in terms of 
culture. Game four certainly didn’t sit 
super well with me how we showed 
up, so we’ll be looking for the right fi t, 
continuing to build our culture and 
bringing in pieces that will round out 
the foundational pieces we already 
have in place from this year that we 
really like”

The team bids farewell to eight 
20-year-old players aging out of ju-
nior hockey. They’ll leave behind 
some big shoes to fi ll. The list include 
top achievers like Niklas Gudmund-
son, Tanner George, and netminder 

us this year,” Melo said, noting they’ll 
be building around some of those key 
players “that maybe didn’t have as 
big of a voice this year as they could 
have, as they have the potential to 
have.

“We feel really good about the young 
guys that we have returning, and ob-
viously there’s opportunity to bring 
new guys in, new Winkler Flyers, to 
leave their mark, have an impact.”

Melo sends thanks out to the entire 
community for their unfailing sup-
port of the team.

“It’s a special thing moving here 
from Ontario and then getting to be a 
part of this community and recogniz-
ing just how good the fan support is, 
how good the corporate support is,” 
he said. “People love the Winkler Fly-
ers, they want the Flyers to be a part 
of the community, they want us to do 
well.

“They want the Flyers to play hard, 
they want them to play an honest, 
hardworking game, and we love 

that,” Melo said. “We love how pas-
sionate they are. I feel really grateful 
and privileged to get to coach in this 
community. This is probably the best 
job in junior hockey and that’s largely 
due to how incredible the community 
is.”

YEAR-END AWARDS
Behind the scenes, the team put the 

fi nal pin in the season with the pre-
sentation of its year-end awards on 
March 30.

Rookie of the Year is Connor Rieg-
er, Most Improved Player is Will Ly-
ons, Dustin Bell won the Community 
Commitment award, the Leadership 
& Perseverance award went to Kam 
Thomas, Charles Bernier and Riley 
Fequet are sharing the Heart & Soul 
award, Owen Wallace is the Top De-
fenseman, and both the Top Forward 
and Team MVP honours went to 
Niklas Gudmundson.

 WINKLER FLYERS PHOTO
The Winkler Flyers wrapped up the season with an awards party last week.

Royals take a 1-0 lead in provincial series
By Voice staff 

The Winkler Royals got things off  
on the right skate last week as they 
squared off  against the Killarney 
Shamrocks for the Senior A Provincial 
title.

A goal courtesy of Darion Penner 
had Winkler up 1-0 after 20 minutes. 

Justin Augert made it 2-0 with a pow-
erplay marker early in the second, 
while Aaron Lewadniuk made it 3-0 
fi ve minutes later. A second from Au-
gert had Winkler up 4-0 before the 
Shamrocks fi nally got themselves on 
the board.

The third period saw Augert score 
his third of the night and Lewadniuk 

his second while Phil Letkeman made 
it 7-1 with eight minutes left on the 
clock.

The series continues this Thursday 
with game two in Winkler. Game 
three, if needed, will be back in Killar-
ney April 12.

Last season’s showing has Ma-
tuszewski feeling optimistic about 
the months ahead.

“They fi nished just over .500, and 
they had a good playoff  series, won 
a round in the playoff s,” he said. “I 
think we have good potential.”

They’re now looking to put the 
pieces together as junior hopefuls 

take to the indoor fi eld in Winkler’s 
Meridian Exhibition Centre over the 
next few weeks.

“Obviously, the ability is the main 
thing … but also good character 
guys,” Matuszewski said on what 
they’re looking for. “That always 
makes it easier to come to the ball 
park. 

“We want guys who really want to 

be there. That’s kind of the big one 
with junior ball is you want guys 
who want to be there and who want 
to win … we want the guys who re-
ally want to put the work into it and 
be on the ball club.

“The level of baseball in the league 
has been getting better and better 
over the past few years … it is a very 
competitive league.”

>  ORIOLES, FROM PG. 13

Liam Ernst.
“We have some really strong young 

players in our roster this year who 
honestly could have been leaders for 
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By Kieran Reimer

The Tristan Peters era is offi  cial-
ly underway on Chicago’s South 
Side.

After being traded to the Chica-
go White Sox this past winter, the 
Winkler native made his debut 
with the club in their season open-
er on March 26 in Milwaukee.

The 26-year-old left fi elder went 
down swinging in his lone at-bat 
as the White Sox fell 14-2.

Peters then recorded his fi rst ca-
reer Major League Baseball hit — a 
fourth-inning double off  Brewers 
right-hander Chad Patrick — in 
Chicago’s next game on March 28.

Since then, Peters has registered 
four hits in four games, along with 
his fi rst career run, scored March 
30 in Miami against the Marlins.

While Chicago has struggled to 
a 1-5 start, Peters has performed 
well, tallying fi ve hits, a run and a 
stolen base.

He is now 10 games into his MLB 
career after appearing in four 
games last season with the Tam-
pa Bay Rays, where he became the 
fi fth Manitoban to play in the ma-
jors.

Winkler native Tristan Peters has 
recorded his fi rst Major League 
Baseball hits with the White Sox.

Winkler’s 
Peters records 
first MLB hits 
with White Sox

By Haley Cvar

The Morden Curling Club’s Team 
Sugden gained valuable experience 
on the national stage at the 2026 New 
Holland Canadian Under-20 Curling 
Championships, competing against 
the country’s top junior men’s rinks 
in Sudbury, Ont.

Skipped by Nash Sugden, with third 
Tyler Fehr, second Tanner Treichel 
and lead Ryan Thiessen, and coached 
by Lorne Hamblin, the Manitoba rep-

resentatives opened the event with a 
thrilling victory before facing a chal-
lenging stretch of round-robin play.

Morden started strong on March 28, 
edging Nova Scotia’s Lockhart rink 
9-8 in a tightly contested matchup 
that set the tone for their week. The 
Manitoba side showed composure 
under pressure, holding off  a late 
push to secure the win.

The following day proved more dif-
fi cult, as Morden dropped an 8-1 de-
cision to Ontario’s MacDougall rink, 

Sugden rink battles through U20 nationals 

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
What’s                 story?  

SUPPLIED PHOTO
Morden Curling Club’s Team Sugden represented Manitoba at the 2026 New 
Holland Canadian Under-20 Curling Championships in Sudbury, Ont. Pictured are 
skip Nash Sugden, third Tyler Fehr, second Tanner Treichel and lead Ryan Thiessen, 
along with coach Lorne Hamblin.

followed by an 8-4 loss to Newfound-
land and Labrador’s Perry squad.

Despite the setbacks, Team Sugden 
remained competitive. On March 30, 
they battled Quebec’s Tremblay rink 
in one of their closest games of the 
tournament, pushing the contest to an 
extra end before falling just short in a 
6-5 decision.

Saskatchewan’s Snow rink handed 
Morden an 8-5 defeat on March 31, 
and Alberta’s Hlushak followed with 
a 7-2 win on April 1, as the Manitoba 
squad faced a gauntlet of strong pro-
vincial champions.

The team rebounded on April 2 with 
a pair of convincing victories to close 
out their round-robin schedule. Mor-
den defeated Prince Edward Island’s 
Bruce rink 8-2, then followed up with 
an 8-5 win over Northern Ontario’s 
Curtis rink.

While their record did not place 
them in the playoff  round, the Sugden 
rink demonstrated resilience through-
out the week, fi nishing with three 
wins against some of the nation’s best 
junior teams.

The experience marks an important 
step in the development of the young 
Morden squad, who gained exposure 
to elite-level competition and proved 
they can compete with top programs 
across Canada.

With a core group that has shown 
the ability to bounce back and learn 
from adversity, Team Sugden leaves 
Sudbury with momentum and valu-
able lessons as they continue to build 
for future seasons.

Winkler Senior Centre hosting estate planning workshop
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Senior Centre’s Ser-
vices for Seniors are teaming up with 
Access Credit Union’s fi nancial liter-
acy experts for a workshop designed 
to get you thinking about how best 
to plan for your family’s future after 
you’re gone or are unable to care for 
yourself.

The Estate Planning Fundamentals 
presentation takes place at the senior 
centre (650 South Railway Ave.) on 
Thursday, April 23 at 1:30 p.m.

“We’re looking to address some of 
the common questions and concerns 
that we hear about when it comes to 
planning for the future or planning 

for next stages,” says Emily Suder-
man, learning and development coor-
dinator with Access CU.

This particular presentation will 
touch on the importance of estate 
planning, drafting a will, what pro-
bate is, and how a power of attorney 
works.

It’s stuff  that people of any age 
should look into doing, Suderman 
noted, but it often becomes much 
more top of mind as we age.

“Planning in advance is so import-
ant because it means you’ll have more 
choices available rather than waiting 
and putting it off  until the last min-
ute,” she said. “Attending something 
like this is a great start.

“We’re grateful that the Winker Se-
nior Centre invited us to come and 
speak, because it isn’t a topic we’ve 
spoken a ton about,” Suderman 
shared. “The more education we 
can get out there and help prevent, 
whether it’s fraud prevention or just 
protecting people’s fi nancial future, 
is really important when it comes to 
fi nancial literacy.”

Advanced registration is not re-
quired and all are welcome. The pre-
sentation will be followed by a Q&A 
session with facilitators.

Any questions about the session can 
be directed to the senior centre at 204-
325-8964.
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Mordenite raising funds for Ride for Dad 2026
By Lorne Stelmach

A Morden resident is continuing his eff orts to make a 
big impact with his fundraising support to fi ght pros-
tate cancer.

It is Hank Hildebrand’s own personal journey that 
motivates him for a fourth year in a row to take on the 
challenge of participating in the Ride For Dad set for 
the end of May.

“Instead of just writing a cheque and sending a do-
nation, I thought I would do a little more than that,” 
said Hildebrand. “I thought I could probably do a little 
better by getting involved in a fund-raiser.”

Hildebrand is among a few area motorcyclists who 
will be participating in or supporting the Ride for Dad 
setting out from Winnipeg May 30 for Gimli.

Last year he raised over $17,100, so he is setting his 
sights a little higher this time around; he hopes to raise 
$17,500, and he’s already over $7,000 of the way there.

Hildebrand’s motivation arises from his own journey 
with prostrate cancer.

“Right now, things have been okay,” he shared, not-
ing it has been close to a fi ve-year journey for him so 
far.

On average, it is estimated one in eight men will be 
diagnosed with prostate cancer. Hildebrand suggests 
people think about the importance of those eight men 
in your life and what would you do if one of them 
couldn’t be there for you.

Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed can-

cer in Canadian men, most often hitting men over 40. 
Successful treatment depends on early detection. In 

the longer term, research into improved diagnosis, 
treatment, and prevention will further improve our 
capacity to deal with this disease.

Hildebrand said it feels especially meaningful to be 
actively involved, and he very much appreciates the 
support from the community.

“Initially, my regular and good supporters had come 
forward, and it just keeps coming in every day and 
all the time,” he said. “I’m very appreciative of the 
support that I get from local citizens and people that 
I know here.

“Our area here of Morden and Winkler has been very 
good. I’ve had a lot of friends and connections between 
these two communities, and it’s been very helpful, and 
it goes beyond.”

He also appreciates the connections that come 
through the ride itself.

“I connect with other people … if people have gone 
through the same journey that I’m going through … 
they’re there for the same cause, so they are all sup-
portive of each other, so that’s been very good.

“I can’t say enough about the positive feelings that 
you get when people contribute,” he said. “It’s heart-
warming.”

Anyone interested in supporting Hildebrand can 
e-mail hankh1@gmail.com or call 204-362-0903.

You can also check out the Ride for Dad website:       
ridefordad.ca.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Hank Hildebrand hopes to raise $17,500 
in donations for this year’s Ride for Dad in 
support of prostate cancer research.

Manitoba pharmacists can now administer measles vaccines
By Lorne Stelmach

Pharmacists across the province are 
stepping up in the fi ght to battle the 
ongoing measles outbreak.

Pharmacists Manitoba had grown 
increasingly worried about the toll 
the rising case count is taking on the 
health of Manitobans and the impact 
on the health care system, so the asso-
ciation asked the province last week 
to make the vaccine readily available 
for pharmacists to administer.

According to public health data, the 
number of cases of measles in Manito-
ba in 2026 as of last week had been the 
highest in Canada and actually higher 
than every other province combined, 
with 352 in Manitoba compared to 
230 in the rest of Canada, so an all-
hands-on-deck approach is needed, 
said Gayle Romanetz, president of 
Pharmacists Manitoba.

Vaccination is the best way to pre-
vent the highly contagious disease, 
yet 90 per cent of cases in Manitoba 
this year have been in people who 
were not immunized.

“More needs to be done and phar-
macists can be part of the solution,” 
said Romanetz. “There are hundreds 
of pharmacists working throughout 
Manitoba. Pharmacists are highly 
accessible and trusted health profes-

sionals and have ongoing relation-
ships with their patients. Pharmacists 
can off er convenient, professional ser-
vice to help boost vaccine uptake—
just like fl u and COVID-19.”

Fellow Pharmacists Manitoba repre-
sentative Britt Kural said they put out 
the call to the provincial government 
and things moved quickly, with the 
province giving them the go-ahead 
within days.

“We were really pleased to see 
that the health minister responded 
so quickly to the concerns that we 
raised,” she said. “We know there is a 
growing problem with measles in the 
province, and we saw there to be an 
opportunity for pharmacists to help 
with protecting the population more 
than we are currently and with the 
goal ideally of reducing the number 
of incidents of measles that is coming 
up in Manitoba.”

Kural noted they have an ongo-
ing message to the government that 
pharmacists overall can play a much 
greater role in providing care in many 
ways.

“Pharmacists are in a good position 
to be providing much more care and 
access to primary care especially in 
these communities,” she said. “In this 
province, pharmacists are actually 
the most restricted in the number of 

things that we could do to provide 
care in community settings compared 
to every other province.

“We’ve been asking for this for 
awhile, and we were pleased to see 
that the minister moved so quickly on 
it,” she said. 

“We see that there has been some 
unique opportunities for individuals 
especially in the Southern Health re-
gion,” added Kural, noting it is a re-
gion with low vaccination rates along 
with Prairie Mountain and Interlake.

“We know that the vaccine is very 
eff ective … but we know vaccination 
rates have dropped to the point where 
we are seeing the numbers creep up 
in the incidents rates. They were well 
under control just a few years ago, so 
we would really like to see improved 
uptake of the vaccine, and the im-
proved accessibility is the fi rst step.”

There are over 1,700 pharmacists 
working in nearly 500 pharmacies 
throughout 90 communities. Most 
pharmacists already have access to 
Manitoba’s public health information 
management system to access im-
munization histories and schedules 
while also having the ability to inform 
physicians of any new vaccinations.

“This is a common sense step that 
will help more Manitobans get pro-
tected,” said Health Minister Uzoma 

Asagwara. “Pharmacists are trusted, 
accessible health care providers in 
communities across Manitoba, and 
expanding their role makes it easier 
for families to get vaccinated and pro-
tect those most at risk.”

Asagwara signed an order to allow 
pharmacists to administer measles 
vaccines to Manitobans aged two to 
19. The vaccine will continue to be 
provided at no cost through Manito-
ba’s publicly-funded immunization 
program. 

Children should receive their fi rst 
dose of measles vaccine at one year 
and a second dose at between four 
and six years of age for routine im-
munizations. 

Children living in regions  most im-
pacted by the current outbreak may 
be eligible for an additional dose as 
young as six months. Manitobans are 
encouraged to speak to their health-
care provider to fi nd out more.

“This is a good fi rst step in making 
these vaccines more available,” said 
Romanetz.. “Pharmacists are ready 
to work with Minister Asagwara and 
public health to support convenient 
access to care and the continued ex-
pansion of services in communities 
across Manitoba.”
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Back 40 coffeehouse celebrating the music of Neil Young
By Lorne Stelmach

The Back Forty Festival is inviting everyone to join 
them in celebrating the music of Neil Young.

The festival likes to do an annual coff eehouse, and 
they decided to approach it diff erently this year.

“Very often it’s a musician who has passed away, 
but this year we thought with it being Neil Young’s 
80th birthday, it would be nice to pay tribute to some-
one who is still with us,” said president Scott Bell.

The night of music is set for Friday, April 17 at Win-
kler Arts and Culture.

“Most of the performances will be acoustic, but 
there will be some small groups playing as well,” 

said Bell. “We already have a really good lineup in 
place … it will really cover a nice cross-section of Neil 
Young’s music.”

There will be a lot of familiar faces taking to the 
stage.

“A lot of people who are quite common to our coff ee 
houses have agreed to play, and we are anticipating 
more performers,” he said, noting they have room on 
the roster for more, if anyone is interested in getting 
involved.

The evening is free to the public 
“With these coff ee houses, we just encourage people 

to come out and enjoy some live music,” Bell said.

By Lorne Stelmach

A local nursery school in Morden is 
hosting an event this month aimed at 
raising awareness of and interest in 
what it has to off er to the community.

Small Wonders is holding a spring 
carnival Saturday, April 18 from 10 
a.m. to noon at its location in West-
side Community Church.

“We would like to bring the commu-
nity and our families together to just 
be able to have a fun time,” said vice-
chair Nadine Lam, who noted it is 
aimed at families with children aged 
two to six. The morning will feature 
crafts, face painting and an appear-
ance by The Country Princess along 

with food and a raffl  e.
Small Wonders off ers a variety 

of morning and afternoon classes 
throughout the week, with some spe-
cifi cally for three and four year olds 
but also some that are mixed groups. 
They overall have 100 spaces for stu-
dents.

What sets them apart, the school 
says, is play-based learning where ev-
ery moment becomes an opportunity 
for exploration and imagination. They 
focus on nurturing not only academic 
skills but also social, emotional, and 
physical development.

Lam suggested a facility and pro-
gram like Small Wonders really plays 
an important role and meets a signifi -

cant need in the community.
“With the current growing popu-

lation, there is currently not enough 
day care spaces, so Small Wonders is 
one of the options in the community 
where kids can come for half a day to 
enjoy their time in a learning environ-
ment,” she said.

“It’s a structured environment so 
the kids have an idea of what to ex-
pect when they’re coming into the 
program, and they just have a blast. 
The staff  are just amazing. I can’t say 
enough about this program and how 
wonderful it is.”

Executive director Pam Staple not-
ed they very much rely on commu-
nity support to be able to off er their 

programs, and they hope the carnival 
will raise awareness and interest.

“It’s important to get our name 
out there. We really rely on word of 
mouth, and oftentimes parents say, 
oh, I didn’t know you exist,” she said. 
“So we’re hoping to get our name out 
more in the community and have peo-
ple come visit us and see our space 
and meet our staff .”

And they hope to perhaps attract 
new families with their registration 
day on April 23, just a few days fol-
lowing the carnival.

“We’re hoping that by welcoming in 
the community they’ll see our space, 
meet our staff , and be interested in 
registration as well,” Staple said.

Small Wonders hosting spring carnival Sat., April 18

Fed. gov’t commits to 30-day passport processing
By Voice staff 

Starting April 1, the Government of 
Canada has committed to giving Ca-
nadians a full refund of their passport 
or travel document fee if it takes more 
than 30 business days for the passport 
offi  ce to process their application.

Minister of Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Lena Metleg Diab 
made the announcement last week.

“Canadians expect reliable services 
from their government. While most 
passports are processed within our 
service standards, our new refund 

policy refl ects our commitment to 
maintaining excellence in our pass-
port delivery system,” Diab said. “As 
with all our services and programs, 
we’re focused on maximizing effi  -
ciency and making improvements 
that make a positive diff erence for 
people.”

The clock starts when a complete ap-
plication is received and ends when 
the passport or travel document is 
printed and verifi ed. It does not in-
clude mailing time.  If processing ex-
ceeds 30 business days, refunds will 
be issued automatically. 

Your application needs to be com-
plete to qualify, which includes a 
fi lled-out form, all required docu-
ments (including a passport photo 
that meets requirements), and the full 
payment of fees.

 Service standards for passport ap-
plications generally vary between 10 
and 20 business days plus mailing 
time, the government shares, de-
pending on the type of Service Can-
ada Centre people apply at, or if they 
apply at an embassy or consulate, or 
through the mail.

This policy does not apply to some 

administrative services, such as re-
placement, transfer, or true certifi ed 
copy fees, or to child refugee travel 
documents and child certifi cates of 
identity, as these are considered low 
in value under the Service Fees Act 
urgent and express services, which 
have separate, shorter timelines; if 
those timelines are not met, fees are 
refunded under existing authorities 
applications processed in exceptional 
circumstances that may impact oper-
ations

Manitoba minimum wage to increase to $16.40
By Voice staff 

Manitoba’s minimum wage is on the 
rise again this fall.

The provincial minimum wage will 

increase by 40 cents to $16.40, eff ec-
tive Oct. 1, Manitoba Labour and Im-
migration said last week.

Updated annually, Manitoba’s min-
imum wage is regulated through the 

Employment Standards Code. The 
adjustment refl ects Manitoba’s 2025 
infl ation rate, rounded up to the near-
est fi ve cents.

For more information on the min-

imum wage and other employment 
standards, visit: www.gov.mb.ca/la-
bour/standards.

April 17 coff eehouse at Winkler Arts and Culture



Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP  METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

FEED AND SEED
FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover, 
Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free delivery! 
Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-921-9942.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.

WANTED
W A N T E D / B U Y I N G 
1950’s–70’s Scandina-
vian, Danish, Canadian 
Mid-Century Modern 
furniture, hanging wall 
units, lighting, ceram-
ics, textiles, stereo or 
design. Contact Daniel 
at TEXT/PHONE: 204-
918-1607.

BUSINESS
WANTED

Seeking to Acquire 
Established Busi-
ness - Entrepreneur 
actively looking to 
purchase a small to 
medium-sized, profi t-
able, and currently op-
erating business in the 
manufacturing sector 
or agri-support ser-
vices. Preference for 
businesses located in 
Southern Manitoba. All 
inquiries will be treated 
with strict confi den-
tiality. Serious sellers 
only. Please contact: 
joseph.info72@gmail.
com

MISCELLANEOUS
Comic pocket book 
sets, large variety, ex-
cellent condition; large 
display of dinky toys 
c/w cabinets; Heddon 
fi shing lures & metal 
signs c/w cabinet. Call 
Bob 204-348-7731, 
pictures at https://
bobscollection.crd.co/

NOTICES
SPRING INTO SUC-
CESS! Let us help 
you book your blanket 
classifi ed ads, Re-
sponse Builder Ads 
or Power Builder Ads 
across Manitoba, to 
increase your market-
ing presence. Let peo-
ple know about your 
business, item for sale 
or event, by placing an 
ad with us! Your ad will 
be seen in the MCNA 
Member Newspa-
pers, in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Please call 204-467-
5836 or MCNA at 204-
947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our 
great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Utilities included.
Fridge, stove and 

dishwasher included. 
Indoor parking extra.

Call Rick at 
204-324-7222

BRAND NEW STUDIO 
APARTMENTS
FOR RENT IN ALTONA. 

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

  4. Soft touch
  5. South American plant
  6. Clouds of gas and dust in 

space
  7. Warm-blooded vertebrates
  8. Lines created by folding
  9. Strong belief

 14. Adult
 17. Joint entrance examination 

in India
 18. Passports and drivers’ 

licenses are two
 20. Those who go against an 

accepted authority
 22. One point east of northeast
 27. Journalist Tarbell
 28. One’s mother (British)
 29. Nowhere to be found
 31. A way to save for old age
 32. Fall behind

 
33. Midway between 
northeast and east

 37. The work of a sailor
 38. Mark with striae
 39. Energy, style and enthusiasm
 40. Sticky situation
 41. Monetary units of Spain
 42. Three-banded armadillo
 43. Chooses
 44. More disreputable
 47. Defensive nuclear weapon
 48. “The Partridge Family” 

actress Susan
 49. Livestock owners assn. in 

Spain
 51. Duplicating machine (abbr.)
 52. OJ trial judge
 53. Politician
 58. Airborne (abbr.)

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Health care pros
  4. A person inhabiting Benin
  7. One thousand cubic feet (abbr.)
 10. Split pulses
 11. Frozen water
 12. Small constellation
 13. Perennial mountain rice
 15. Pick up
 16. Japanese historical period
 19. Suggesting the horror of death 

and decay
 21. Unattached
 23. Fishing port in SE France
 24. Products for dogs
 25. One point south of southeast
 26. Having the skill or resources to 

do something
 27. Involve oneself deeply
 30. Immobile
 34. __ pai dong: Hong Kong food 

stall
 35. Move quickly on foot
 36. Gathered
 41. A way through
 45. Another name for Thor
 46. Sharp dueling sword
 47. The supreme commander of 

 50. Seasoned sausages
 54. Path
 55. Christian hermit
 56. Ancient region of Asia Minor
 57. Where wrestlers go to work
 59. Roman statesman
 60. Explosive
 61. Licensed for Wall Street
 62. Where golfers start
 63. Grow old
 64. Autonomic nervous system
 65. No seats available
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. A legally binding command
  2. General feeling of discomfort
  3. Dribble

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

> GAMES

BOOK BOOK 
YOUR YOUR 

ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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TAXES/BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Public notice is hereby given that the City of Winkler and/or its 
designated agents may conduct the following Pesticide Control 
Programs during 2025, if necessary, depending on infestations.
1. To control noxious weeds on road allowances and rights-of-way 
within the City of Winkler. The herbicides that may be used if 
required include:  Round-Up, PAR III, Fiesta.
2. To control rodents at the Winkler Municipal Airport, Cemetery, 
and any location within City limits where the designated Officer 
deems necessary using rodenticide: Ratak and/or Rozul RTU.
3. To control mosquito larvae in stagnant water within the corporate 
limits and a 3-kilometer buffer area using Aquabac 200G and             
Vectobac 200G, on both private and public property.  To control 
adult mosquitoes using Delta Gard.
4. To control horticultural insect pests using Trounce and Pounce.
The duration of each program will vary within this period depending 
on weather conditions and pest population levels.
All pesticides used and procedures applied will be in accordance with 
the approved label recommendations. 

“The public may, within 15 days after this notice is published, 
submit written comments to the department or register a written 

objection to the use of pesticide next to their property.”
Manitoba Environment and Climate Change

Environmental Approvals Branch
Box 35, 14 Fultz Boulevard, Winnipeg, MB R3Y 0L6

pesticideusepermit@gov.mb.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE
May 1, 2026 - October 1, 2026

CITY OF WINKLER 
PESTICIDE USE PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE

CARD OF THANKS

Kae Lambrecht
January 21, 1935 - February 22, 2026

Thank you friends, family and community. Your 
kindness and shared stories and memories of 
Mom has brought great comfort.
Special thanks to Menzies Medical Centre, Dr. 
Brian Peters HSC, Buhler Eye Care Centre, 
staff  at BTHC and Palliative Care Team.
Many thanks to Tanya Rempel and Home Care 
Team and Buhler Active Living staff  who gave 
Mom TLC for the last seven years.
Gratitude to Wiebe’s Funeral Home, Pastor 
Tom Baker and musicians who shared in her 
Celebration of Life.

CAREERS

PEOPLE MAKE IT HAPPEN

Instructor, Practical Nursing
School of Nursing
Full/Part-Time, Term (April 13, 2026, to December 23, 2026)
Red Sucker Lake, MB
Competition: #65-25/26
Salary: $65,184 to $102,262 annually ($34.58 to $54.25 hourly)
(Educational supplement: Masters $1.60/hour, PHD $3.19/hour) 

As an Instructor in our Practical Nursing program, you will play a 
vital role in shaping the future of nursing education. Reporting to 
the Chairperson or Program Coordinator, you will develop and de-
liver curricula, evaluate student performance, and engage in various 
administrative functions. You will also support college promotion, 
student recruitment, student placement, and industry liaison. 

How to Apply:

If you are interested in this career opportunity, please email your resume and cover letter with reference to 
this competition to careers@assiniboine.net. We thank all applicants for their interest; only those selected 
for further consideration will be contacted.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION
OF PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES FOR 

GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY

Please be advised that a general municipal election 
will be held on October 28, 2026.
Prospective municipal election candidates must 

-
ing the registration period before they may begin to 
accept contributions, incur expenses, fundraise or 
borrow money for their campaign.  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT candidate registra-
tions will be received:

and September 22, 2026 

September 22, 2026 

To obtain a registration form contact the SEO at the 
email or telephone number listed below: 
Dan Giesbrecht 

seo@rmofstanley.ca 

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy item to announce? An 
exciting change in operations? Though we cannot guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the information into the right hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA 204-947-1691 for more information. See www.mcna.com under 
the “Types of Advertising” tab for more details.

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to try 
elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans and 
pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. 
Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & cartilage 
cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@gmail.com

News Tips? Story Ideas?
Call the Voice 204-467-5836

Book Your Classifi ed Ad 
Today - Call 467-5836 

or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



ALTONA-ROSENORT AUTO DEALERS

Permit 
#5353

rhinelandcar.com     60 Main Street, Altona
204.324.6474 • Toll Free: 877.722.1927

All advertised prices are subject to PST and GST. 

PRICE $12,900
 2.0L I4, FWD, A/C, Cruise Control.

 Includes Winter Tires on Rims. 
Stk# FP005 – Kms: 28,263

PRICE $30,900
 2.5L PHEV, Heated Seats & Steering 

Wheel. One Owner, Local Trade. 
Stk# ET232A – Kms: 14,797

Up to $6,500 in Rebates & Finance at 4.99% $4,000 Rebate or 3.99% Financing

2025 BRONCO SPORT BADLANDS 2025 BRONCO SPORT BADLANDS 2026 F-450 PLATINUM PLUS2026 F-450 PLATINUM PLUS

 2026 F-150 LARIAT  2026 F-150 LARIAT 

Stk# ET209

Stk# ET082

Stk# ET231

2026 ESCAPE PHEV2026 ESCAPE PHEV

Stk#  ET203Stk#  FT014

 2025 BRONCO SPORT 2025 BRONCO SPORT 2022 LINCOLN NAUTILUS2022 LINCOLN NAUTILUS

2024 ESCAPE PHEV2024 ESCAPE PHEV 2014 FOCUS SE2014 FOCUS SE

$3,500 Ford Rebate Plus $6,500 in EV Rebates

PRICE $41,900
2.0L EcoBoost, AWD, Heated Leather Seats

& Steering Wheel. Loaded with Features.
Stk# FR001 – Kms: 60,647

PRICE $36,900
1.5L EcoBoost, AWD, Heated Power Seats, 
Adaptive Cruise. One Owner, Local Trade.

 Stk# ET120A – Kms: 2,347
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Hydraulic Mover Kit, 40 

HP Vanguard EFI Engine, 
Electric Clutch, Joy Stick 

Power Steering,
�������	�	��
���

Call or text Tanner or 
Mark for more information!
1-204-746-8441

Email: tthiessen@rosenortmotors.com
Main Street, Rosenort, MB

MSRP $54,695
SALE PRICESALE PRICE 

$$48,19548,195

MSRP $44,744
SALE PRICESALE PRICE 

$$41,24441,244

MSRP $98,275
SALE PRICESALE PRICE 

$$90,77590,775

MSRP $142,509
SALE PRICESALE PRICE 

$$138,509138,509
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Up to $7,500 in Rebates or Finance at 0%
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