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Shelly Voth named
Citizen of Distinction

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden’s newest Citizen of Distinc-
tion award winner is being celebrated
as a tireless champion of the commu-
nity.

Shelly Voth was cited for having
contributed immensely to the devel-
opment and diversity of Morden for
over two decades now.

A reception will be held for her May
25 at 2 p.m. at the Morden Legion
Hall, although, like most recipients,
Voth is reluctant to be singled out to
be honoured.

“I think that most recognized peo-
ple feel that perhaps they shouldn’t
be recognized or don’t want recog-
nition,” Voth said after the award
was announced by the Morden Area
Foundation last week. “At the same
time, I greatly appreciate the Morden
Area Foundation and its staff and its
programs, and I'm grateful for all they
do and for their efforts to highlight
different groups and people who are

contributing to the community.”

As the immigration co-ordinator for
the City of Morden, helping newcom-
ers come to and settle here is obvious-
ly a particular passion for Voth.

“I've got a fantastic team at the
City of Morden,” she noted. “It has
brought in a lot of people who have
contributed to our community over
the years, and we are really proud of
those people.

“I've also been able to be involved
in a lot of different boards and com-
mittees and projects in Morden, and
I've really loved seeing the synergy
between them when they’re involved
in a bunch of different things ... I've
also had the chance to meet and work
with a lot of fantastic people.”

Voth sits on multiple volunteer
boards, including Regional Connec-
tions, 500 Stephen Street Commu-
nity Centre, and Winterfest, and she
can regularly be found welcoming
newcomers to the community after
hours during monthly welcome night

Lorraine - 204-745-2951 x 418
lorraine.girouard@walinga.com

Colin - 204-745-2951 x 438
colin.termeer@walinga.com

(204) 745-2951
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Morden 2025 Citizen of Distinction winner Shelly Voth (centre), shown here with
Lalaine Cabrera and Linda O'Connell, fellow members of Morden's Community-

Driven Immigration Program.

events.

“She contributes daily to growing
the cultural richness and diversity of
our community in her professional
capacity,” noted Jason Dyck and Reg
Braun in their nomination of Voth.
“However, she continues her work
supporting cultural diversity in a
volunteer capacity in several ways as
well.

“Her vision and leadership on the

[Morden Multicultural Winterfest]
committee has helped this festival
grow each year with more attendees
and resources,” the nomination not-
ed.

Voth has served the community in
many ways over the years, but nev-
er has her impact been more appar-
ent than last year with a number of

Continued on page 5

2025 Pesticide Control Program
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United Way Pembina Valley
hands out 2025 grants

By Lorne Stelmach

The generosity of local donors
means United Way Pembina Valley is
able to give back $110,000 this spring.

A total of $102,500 was handed out
to 19 local non-profits for a variety of
different programs and services last
Thursday. The United Way will also
be distributing $7,500 in scholarships
and bursaries to graduates of Garden
Valley Collegiate, Northlands Park-
way Collegiate, and Morden Colle-
giate in June.

On top of that, the United Way is
dipping into its savings to commit
an additional $15,000 towards the
Genesis House transitional housing
project. The shelter is raising funds
to build a 25-unit apartment complex
in Winkler to support the victims of
domestic violence as they work to
get back on their feet after leaving an
abusive relationship.

“This project is an
incredibly important
one in our community,
and we're so excited
to support it” Tay-
lor said. “Our board
unanimously support-
ed this ... it wasn't a
matter of whether or
not we were going to
support, it was how
much can we support
in a given year?”

Taylor said the United Way was
thrilled to be able to support agencies
in their efforts to make a difference in
our communities.

“It's amazing ... it's amazing to get
the organizations together in one
room, to see how many people are in-
volved,” he said. “It’s really awesome
for us to have this event and bring
the community together in this way
... we're just kind of the intermediary
where we collect donations, and it’s
all because of generous support from
the community, and then we can just
redistribute those into organizations
that support local individuals and
families within the Pembina Valley.”

Taylor said it was great to be able
to support a broad range of organi-
zations, noting the United Way espe-
cially looks for those that have a more

“IT'S ALL BECAUSE
OF THE GENEROUS
SUPPORT FROM THE
COMMUNITY."

direct local involvement.

“We want to make sure that the orga-
nizations align with the United Way
... have a direct impact in the Pembina
Valley ... we do try to support a wide
range. We're looking to just make an
impact in the community.

“We know that there’s a trickle down
effect,” Taylor added. “We know
there’s dozens of volunteers and hun-
dreds and perhaps thousands of peo-
ple affected by those organizations.”

“We'd like to thank everyone who
made a donation to this year’s cam-
paign,” concluded Taylor.

This year’s United Way grant recip-
ients include:

* 500 Stephen Street community
centre: $9,200 in support of communi-
ty programming.

e Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
Pembina Valley: $8,700 for mentoring
programs.

¢ Cerebral Palsy
Association of Man-
itoba: $1,500 for the
local sledge hockey
program.

e Child and Fami-
ly Services of Central
Manitoba Foundation:
$6,800 in support of
the Chance 2 Camp
and Chance 2 Grow
recreational finan-
cial aid programs for
youth.

e Eden Health Care Services: $5,350
in support of the volunteer program.

e Gateway Resources: $7,650 to
build an accessible ramp at the resi-
dential home.

* Many Hands Resource Centre:
$10,000 towards a walk-in cooler for
the food bank.

* Morden Activity Centre: $3,950
towards improvements to its security
system.

* Morden Christmas Cheer Board:
$7,300 towards the Christmas hamper
program.

* Morden Community Handi-van:
$3,500 towards a new vehicle.

* Morden Family Resource Centre:
$3,450 towards rent/insurance ex-
penses.

* Pembina Valley Counselling Ser-
vices: $4,100 in support of the sliding
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United Way Pembina Valley board president Levi Taylor with treasurer Anna
Wieler at the agency’s grant distribution event last week. In addition to $102,500
donated to 19 local non-profits, the agency is also making a $15,000 donation to
the Genesis House transitional housing project and giving out $7,500 in bursaries
and scholarships to high school graduates in June.

fee scale as well as training of addi-
tional staff to meet growing demand.

* Pembina Valley Pregnancy Care
Centre: $3,800 for pregnancy support

services.
e Salem Home

Foundation:
$5,550 to sup-
port the director
of community
engagement po-
sition.

e Small Won-
ders Nursery
School: $2,550 in
support of extra
child care staff.

e Winkler and
District  Multi-
purpose Senior
Centre: $4,150 in
support of the
volunteer coor-
dinator position.

* Winkler Day
Care Centre:
$6,250 towards a
new furnace, air
conditioner, and
duct work.

e Winkler Fam-
ily Resource
Centre:  $4,550
towards opera-
tional expenses.

e Youth for
Christ Morden:
$4,150 in sup-

port of free programming for at-risk
youth.

* Special donation: $15,000 to Gene-
sis House for their transitional hous-
ing project.

LOOKING FOR SOME PEOPLE TO

FILL THESE BOOTS!

Ever had the desire to be a Fireman? Now may be your time!

We are looking for Women and Men to be on our team.
¢ Rewarding ¢ Adrenaline rush ¢ Part of a trained team

* Give something back to the community

Come see what it’s all about and if it could work for you!

AN OPEN INFORMATION NIGHT

April 30 at 7:00 pm at the Morden Fire Hall.
Hope to see you there. Morden Fire & Rescue 204-822-3888
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SCRLs giant used book sale runs May 1-3

By Lorne Stelmach

Preparations are well underway for
the region’s biggest annual used book
sale next week.

The South Central Regional Library
sale runs May 1-3 at the Access Event
Centre in Morden. The hours will be
2-9 p.m. on the Thursday, 9 am. to 8
p.m. Friday, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sat-
urday.

It is the second year back for the big
sale after it had been scaled down
during and following the pandemic.

Recent years have seen the library’s
donated books joined by a mountain
of leftover material from the Winni-
peg Children’s Hospital sale.

“Last year, when it was all said and
done, we cleared about $12,000,”
shared Morden branch administra-
tor Gail Hildebrand, noting they’ve
changed the way they charge for the
books in recent years to make things
a little easier for book-lovers and vol-
unteers alike.

“We have gone to the by-the-bag
format just because we don’t have the
volunteers that we used to have ... itis
a lot of work to have all five branch-
es with volunteers pricing things,”
she said, explaining they now charge
a flat fee of $10 per bag (though su-
per-sized bags brought in by patrons
may be charged a little more, accord-
ingly). “We decided we would do just
the bag format for simplicity, and we
move a lot more books this way. While

it is good that we get budget money
for this, the main thrust behind this
project has always been about getting
books into the community.”

The funds raised through the sale
are important to the SCRL network.

“Everybody’s working within bud-
gets ... and we don’t use this money
to buy more books. We have a book
budget that’s set at the beginning of
the year,” she noted. “This is money
that we can’t rely on one way or the
other so it’s kind of penciled into the
budget very, very lightly ... it goes to-
wards special projects. It goes toward
upgrading our libraries, upgrading
our furniture, or doing different pro-
grams and services for our patrons.”

Running the sale requires a small
army of volunteers, including mem-
bers of Morden Fire and Rescue who
help haul the books to the arena.

They're still looking for more vol-
unteers to ensure everything runs
smoothly.

“We need help setting up the book
sale,” Hildebrand said. “Right now,
I had about 40 volunteers signed up
from Winkler and Morden and Altona
area. People have been very receptive
to helping out ... we want to keep the
big book sale going.

It is a lot of work for everyone, but
also rewarding.

“It is fun. It's exhausting at the time
but there’s also adrenaline,” Hildeb-
rand said.

“Last year, I was nervous. I had nev-

-
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The Morden Library's Gail Hildebrand with just a few of the hundreds of boxes of
donated books that will be up for grabs at the South Central Regional Library's

used book sale next week.

er done the big book sale,” she con-
tinued. “When we came back about
a half hour before the big book sale
was to start up, we had a line from
the arena doors all the way in front of
the offices around to the hall and back
around to the bathrooms ... and we
watched the people just silently walk
in down the ramp.”

And she suggested people don’t nec-
essarily need to worry about getting
to the sale right away on the opening
day.

“No matter what day you come, I
think there’s lots of good stuff to be
found.”

Finally, she noted a question they
have often heard is what happens to
the leftover books?

“This year we have formed a part-
nership with Gateway [Resources] in
Winkler, so they are going to be taking
all the books as recycling ... they tear
the books down and then the books
come back to Morden to Northstar
Fibre and it’s turned into insulation.”

Time running out for SCRL prize raffle tickets

By Lorne Stelmach

There is still time to get in on a chance to win major prize

packages through a raffle in support of the South Central

Regional Library.

As part of marking its 60th anniversary, the library net-
work is offering the Spring Fling raffle with four big prizes.
Whether you're looking to travel in style, enjoy some

backyard fun, experience a thrilling football game, or treat

yourself to a luxurious spa day, there’s something for ev-

eryone.

The grand prize Ultimate Getaway package includes a

$2,000 VIA Rail travel voucher, $1,000 in travel cash, and

luggage.

MORRIS « CARMAN
ST. PIERRE - ST. ADOLPHE

The second-place prize is Backyard
and Beyond featuring a Stihl chain-
saw, weed whipper, hand vacuum, a
Weber ‘Smokey Joe” grill, double seat-
er gravity chair, and $100 gift cards to
Co-op and the Liquor Mart.

The third prize is dubbed Fun and
Games and features tickets to a Win-
nipeg Blue Bombers game, fishing
gear, a round of golf in Miami, and a
Boston Pizza gift card.

Last but not least is the Treat Your-
self prize which includes a $300 Ther-
mea gift card, $200 Appelt’s gift card,
bath and beauty products, and a wine
basket.

Tickets are limited and are available
at 10 for $100, three for $50, or one for
$20. All proceeds will benefit special
projects at each library branch.

The raffle drawing will take place
May 16 at 11 a.m.

To get tickets, simply go online to
www.fundingchange.ca/scrl or stop
by the South Central Regional Library
branches in Winkler, Morden, Altona,
Miami, or Manitou.



By Lorne Stelmach

Middle school students worked to-
gether this month to support the food
bank in Morden in a big way.

The Ecole Morden Middle School’s
student council organized their an-
nual food drive April 8-15, collect-
ing over 1,700 pounds of food for the
Many Hands Resource Centre.

“It's exciting to see how much the
kids get into it and how excited they

> VOTH, FROM PG. 2

signature charitable volunteer initia-
tives that she spearheaded, Dyck and
Braun noted.

She led two significant efforts to
support those in need in the commu-
nity, including the Ukraine to Morden
committee and 500 Stephen Street
Community Centre.

“She was an unsung hero in both
initiatives, quietly planning and
working through countless evenings
helping over 200 Ukrainian refugees
find pathways to Canada and a place
to rest upon arrival,” the nomination
said. “She also helped find employ-
ment for many of the applicants to
assist them in the complex transition
from an emergency travel visa to per-
manent resident status.

“She drew from her professional
experience as the immigration coor-
dinator of the City of Morden’s Com-
munity Driven Immigration Program
to facilitate this work, but since it fell
outside the purview of the city pro-
gram, she did this work as a volun-
teer coordinating with local Ukraini-
ans and concerned citizens to support
these at risk individuals.”

The committee helped 75 families
settle here with emergency travel per-
mits, and this work could not have
happened without the leadership,
professional attention to detail, and
industry-specific knowledge of Voth,
Dyck and Braun stressed.

A second major effort Voth led was
the creation of the 500 Stephen Street
Community Centre. While the push
for its creation was supported by a
committee consisting of a large group
of volunteers from Westside Commu-
nity Church, Voth was the unofficial
champion of that project.

“In addition to being the spark that
got 500 Stephen off the ground, she
continues to support their success ...
most recently helping recruit and es-
tablish a board for the organization,”
the nomination noted. “This helped
500 Stephen transition from a com-
mittee to a registered non-profit with
a board of directors. She also raised

are about the piles of food in all of the
classrooms,” said Gr. 5 teacher Ali
Wiens, who works with the student
council.

“It's a great way for the kids to see
what’s going on in our community
and an easy way that we can help,”
she added. “I hope that they just un-
derstand that there’s lots of little ways
to help and to be proud of our com-
munity. And if there’s a place that
needs help that anyone can step up

funds and wrote grants for the
project, raising tens of thousands
of dollars in the process to support
the non-profit work taking place
there.

“In this way, she not only provid-
ed the spark for this initiative but
also the follow through to ensure
the effort was a sustainable and
enduring contribution to the com-
munity.”

Reflecting on her community in-
volvements, Voth encouraged ev-
eryone to try to find some way to
give back.

“I think everybody should seek to
be involved in some way as their
passions lead them, to find a way
to contribute and a way that en-
ergizes them as well,” she said. “I
think there’s a lot of different op-
portunities to get involved in a lot
of different ways.”

ﬁgtiona'l,'Huntington Walk Manitoba
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Skinner’s River Road
in Lockport, MB
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EMMS food drive collects 1,700 Ibs for Many Hands

and help, even just kids.”

Every class in the Grade 5-8 school
collected as much as they could, and
students then went through all the
donations to sort and organize them
ahead of handing it all over to the
food bank.

“Kids from all of the classes and
adults in our school brought in food,
and we brought it to the food bank ...
and some of our student council was
checking expiry dates, sorting it out
and getting it ready to give to families
in Morden,” Wiens said.

It is very much a hands-on project
for the students in every respect, as
they even helped load up the trucks
headed to Many Hands.

“It's something that we look forward
to doing every year,” Wiens said, not-
ing a big part of it is having the stu-
dents take charge of the project.

“The students bring in the food, they
weigh the food and sort the food at
school,” she said. “This was our first
year of actually coming to the food
bank and having the student council
see the food bank and help put the
food on the shelves and get it ready ...
so it’s pretty exciting for us.”

“We're really impressed with how
willing all of the classes were to help
out,” said fellow teacher Tara Chew-
ings who also works with the student

BUDGET 2025

Permanent
Gas Tax Relief

BUILDING ONE MANITOBA

council. “We feel like if we can make
a bit of a difference in our communi-
ty, that's good. And it’s also kind of
transferring that to the next genera-
tion of volunteers.”

“It’s fun to help out ... it’s fun sorting
stuff out here. It feels good,” shared
Gr. 5 student Tristan Kehler while
sorting food items. “I think it’s help-
ful to know that people need food,
and it’s helpful that we can help those
who are in need.”

Many Hands executive director
Mariyam Tsygankova said it is espe-
cially gratifying to see youth getting
involved in the community in this
way.

“It means the world to us ... it is so
important that our youth can be so
involved ... and that they care about
what we do here. Every time I see
these young people helping ... they
are really interested. It really means
something for them and for us.”

And she noted how every little bit
counts, recalling a recent conversation
where someone was almost apologiz-
ing that they only raised about $300.

“I said, ‘Do you know how much
that means for us?’” shared Tsygan-
kova. “It is really something import-
ant. Every dollar counts. Every can of
beans or whatever counts.”
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A CELEBRATION OF DEMOCRACY

I am writing in response to the col-
umn “Get out and vote” by Peter
Cantelon, which appeared in the 10
April 2025 edition of the Voice.

Whether at the municipal, provin-
cial, or federal level, I feel each indi-
vidual should be able to participate
in decision-making on his or her own
terms; everyone of voting age should
retain the option of whether or not to
vote.

There are a number of reasons why
an individual may abstain from vot-
ing or may experience difficulties
with the voting process.

Rather than implementing com-
pulsory voting laws, perhaps an in-
creased level of community involve-
ment would encourage citizens to
vote. I feel the most genuine engage-
ment in decision-making will emerge
not by enforcement or coercion, but
by providing individuals with the
information, resources and support
needed in order to participate in ways
in which they feel most comfortable.

Let’s consider Denmark’s annual
Folkemodet as an example. Folkemgo-
det is a democracy festival which fa-
cilitates political dialogue across the
full philosophical spectrum. Its goals
are to develop trust between deci-
sion-makers and citizens, to close the
distance and encourage cooperation
between citizens, businesses, NGOs
and other organizations, etc. During
the three-day festival each June, over
2000 political events by 650 organiza-
tions take place, with no entry fees.

Denmark’s last national election in
2022 reported a voting rate of 84 per
cent, one of the highest voter turnout
rates in the world in recent years, yet,
Denmark does not appear on the list
of countries with mandatory voting.

Folkemodet was inspired by Al-
medalsveckan, the political festival in
Sweden, a country where voter turn-
out was 84 per cent in 2022. Sweden
is also not listed as having mandatory
voting.

> Got something you want to get off your chest?

Send your letters to the editor or acts of kindness to news@
winklermordenvoice.ca. Please include your name, address,
and phone number for confirmation purposes.

I feel that providing safe, open spac-
es for citizens to ask questions, discuss
concerns, as well as exchange ideas
and opinions would be the most bal-
anced, healthy way to encourage par-
ticipation in decision-making within
a population. Taking a cue from the
Danes, it may not hurt to add speak-
ers, seminars and workshops, food,
music and dancing, along with other
festive events.

Another creative example of how
citizens can be involved in national
decision-making is La Convention
Citoyenne pour le Climat which took
place recently in France.

Further, does a high voting rate in
itself translate into a better overall
quality of living for a nation?

A subject as multi-faceted as this I
feel would require much more study
before drawing conclusions.

All this said, I do encourage you to
vote and to ask for assistance if you
experience difficulties or have any
misgivings about the process. I would
advocate respectful dialogue in cre-
ative ways, so individuals who may
be uncertain of who to vote for or
of what relevance there is in voting,
have a safe place to express these con-
cerns.

If one chooses to abstain, I think it
wise to respect this decision.

Part of creating a safe, open space
for discussion begins with refraining
from using condescending language,
making assumptions about others

and speaking on another individual’s
behalf, unless you have been asked to
do so.

Let’s remember to be respectful in
all that we do and to take time to cele-
brate our democracy.

Holly Driedger,
Altona

LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER

It seems as if our world, as has hap-
pened numerous times before, has
once again reached a tipping point on
the issue of war and peace.

Over the eons, humanity has not
performed admirably when it comes
to violent struggle and combat, barely
leaving time in between wars to re-
pair the damage.

As in times past, Canada is once
again complicit in warfare as if we are
hardwired to do so or driven by blind
loyalty. I hope we can change that and
make the world a better, more peace-
ful habitat for all to enjoy, cherish, and
appreciate something humanity will
truly benefit from and be grateful for.

Since your cabinet is relatively small
in numbers, I encourage you to ap-
point two additional members to
form a task force, a commission for
a peace quest rather than spending
more money on military equipment,
a move that will only perpetuate vio-

Continued on page 7
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The Voice welcomes letters from
readers on local and regional issues
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful.

The Voice reserves the right to edit,
condense, or reject any submission.

Letter

~
policy

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ification purposes. Your name and
city will be published with your
letter. We do not print anonymous
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

J

All columns and letters published are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective news articles, nor are they

necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.
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lence and evil.

Their mission would be to repair historic war
damage (psychological and otherwise) and pro-
mote peace by sowing seeds of diplomacy, compro-
mise, and negotiation. Such efforts could steer us,
and the world, away from the path of destruction,
violence, and war.

SO, LET’S GET TO WORK!

Art Hildebrand,
Crystal City

VOTE DESTRUCTION UNDERMINES
DEMOCRACY

In an age where democratic freedoms are more ac-
cessible than ever before, the act of casting a vote
remains one of the most sacred and powerful tools
of civic engagement. It is the cornerstone of democ-
racy, the instrument through which citizens express
their will and shape their future. That is why it is
both disturbing and disheartening to witness in-
dividuals intentionally destroying their ballots on
camera and discarding them in the garbage as a
form of protest.

Let me be clear—disagreement with political lead-
ers, policies, or parties is normal and healthy in any
democratic society. But destroying your vote pub-
licly is not a sign of strength or conviction. It is a
reckless, careless, and frankly immature act that be-
trays the very system you claim to critique! It does
nothing to advance your cause and everything to

FEDERAL
ELECTION

/ MONDAY, APRIL 28

weaken the integrity of the democratic process.

Ballots are not merely pieces of paper; they rep-
resent the voices of countless people who have
fought, marched, and even died for the right to
vote. They are a symbol of agency and civic re-
sponsibility. When someone records themselves
destroying a ballot and posts it online for views or
applause, they are not sending a message to politi-
cians—they are telling fellow citizens that the sys-
tem is not worth engaging with.

There are better ways to voice dissent. Organize.
Run for office. Campaign. Vote for a protest candi-
date. Spoil your ballot formally if you must—but
do it through the legal, recognized means that at
least signal your disapproval within the bounds of
the democratic system. Throwing it in the garbage,
literally and figuratively, only shows a disregard
for those who still believe in change through partic-
ipation and democracy.

There is no coherent or logical argument that can
be given to support this kind of voter indecency.
This kind of behavior is not just corrosive, it dis-
plays the highest disrespect to our Constitution and
the Charter of Rights. What kind of message are we
trying to send to first time voters or the next gener-
ation of leaders? But if whoever did this nefarious
act considers themselves angels, then let them cast
the first stone! If the goal is to bring awareness to a
broken system, then the solution is to engage with
it constructively in a way that honours civility.

We need maturity, not melodrama. And above
all, we need to remember that change comes not
by throwing away our ballots—but by using them
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wisely!

Josh Okello,
Winkler

BILL GOES AGAINST FREE SPEECH

Bill 43 is set to be passed at lightning speed—a bill
that makes using the wrong pronoun a violation of
the law.

Bill 43 undermines our civil liberties and holds
potentially serious implications for Manitobans
who stand on the biological truth that there are only
two genders—that a man is a man and a woman is
a woman. Under Bill 43, you will lose the right to
freedom of speech, to freedom of conscience, and to
freedom of expression. You will be forced to deny
your beliefs, values or religion to satisfy an ideol-
ogy.

Never before has the Manitoba government dic-
tated which words a person must use, under threat
of legal sanction. Regardless of how they spin it,
Bill 43 is compelled speech.

This Thursday, April 24, at 6 p.m., any Manitoban
can express their opinion at the Legislature in Win-
nipeg. Register to speak by calling the clerks’ office
at 1-204-945-3636 or by registering in person upon
arrival.

Free speech is not just another value. It is the foun-
dation of Western society. And it's worth defending
while you still have the chance.

Jennifer Friesen,
Gretna

EONR

#1tsOurVote

Are you planning to vote?

You can register and vote at your assigned
polling station on election day if you:

e are a Canadian citizen

e are at least 18 years old

e prove your identity and address

Check your voter information card
or visit elections.ca to find out

where and when you can vote.

Visit elections.ca for the official information you need to vote

1-800-463-6868 / elections.ca / B TTY 1-800-361-8935

Elections Canada
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Quilt Show runs May 2-4

By Lorne Stelmach

The spring show of the Barnswallow
Quilters always serves as a showcase
of the creative talent in the region.

Every year it brings a wide variety
of work that is both traditional and
contemporary, and that is something
organizers are always keen to high-
light.

“It’s a pretty diverse group of artists
and work,” said Lesley Andrew, who
is one of the lead organizers of the
May 2-4 event. “We have some very
traditional quilters who feel that hand
quilting and hand piecing all these
pieces together is what they grew up

.. some of the newer quilters have
gone to sewing machines and then
they are quilted by a long arm quilter,
so it’s all done by machine.”

The show runs at the Access Event
Centre in Morden from 10 a.m. to 8
p.m. on the Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on the Saturday, and noon to 5 p.m.
on the Sunday.

It is part of a busy few days at the
centre with the facility also hosting
the South Central Regional Library
used book sale.

“It's a busy weekend, and I think it’s
one that a lot of people look forward
to,” Andrew suggested.

Registration for the quilt show takes
place on Wednesday, April 30. An-
drew noted it is open to anyone, al-
though some preference will be given
to Barnswallow members if space be-

comes limited.

“Anyone can register a quilt for the
show. You don’t have to be a Barn-
swallow member ... although if we
have a lot of quilts, we may not be
able to hang up all of the quilts.”

The show had modest beginnings in
the loft of a barn southeast of Morden,
but it has continued to grow and ex-
pand and eventually made the move
to the larger space offered by the
event centre.

The variety of work displayed has
grown to include all manner of fabric
work by artisans and group members
from all across the region.

“It has really grown and diversified
from the very traditional quilts to the
modern quilts of today,” said Andrew.
“Beauty lies in the eyes of the behold-
er ... it always amazes me what these
artists can do with fabric and fiber.”

The feature quilter this year is Barb
Westfall.

“She has stretched her boundaries.
She is an amazing artist and very tal-
ented,” Andrew shared. “She does re-
ally quite wonderful work.”

New this year will be a display by
the Textile and Fiber Artists of Mani-
toba. Their show entitled Dual Impres-
sions will feature 38 wall-mounted
fiber art pieces.

Andrew described them as “an in-
clusive, diverse group of Canadian
artists whose foundation rests on the
four pillars of education, networking,
exhibiting, and promoting fiber as an

. Pizza Night

Lord Selkirk RFM Pipe Band Fundraiser

Order one of the specials outlined below from April 28 - May 4

with the offer code FAM1 or FAM2 and Domino’s will donate

$5 to support the Lord Selkirk RFM Pipe Band.

.

v

VOICE FILE PHOTO

Quilts of all shapes and sizes will be on display at the Access Event Centre in
Morden next week for the annual Barnswallow Quilters show.

art form.”

Another feature of the show is the
annual challenge where creators are
given a theme to work with for the
following year. This year’s theme is
“connection.”

“It is always interesting to see,” An-
drew said. “They take a theme and
what one person sees with it is differ-
ent from what another person sees.”

There will again be the merchant
mall overseen by Aspen Grove Quilt-
ing and featuring a number of ven-

dors from across the province.

And of course, the Barnswallow’s
Boutique allows members to have
some of their work available for sale.

The proceeds from the rainbow auc-
tion will support South Central Can-
cer Resource and Boundary Trails
Health Centre women’s health ser-
vices.

More information about the show
is available online at the barnswal-
lowquilters.wordpress.com.

Friesens, Valley Fiber honoured
with Manitoba Champions Awards

By Lori Penner

Two southern Manitoba companies
have been named recipients of the
2025 Manitoba Champions Awards,
a newly launched initiative by the
Manitoba Chambers of Commerce to
recognize purpose-driven businesses
and individuals contributing to eco-
nomic and social innovation across
the province.

Friesens Corporation, based in Alto-
na, and Valley Fiber Ltd., headquar-
tered in Winkler, were among 10 orga-
nizations recognized with the Future
Champion Award.

Chuck Davidson, president and
CEO of the Manitoba Chambers of
Commerce, said the new awards aim
to spotlight “the remarkable leader-
ship and innovation that define our
province.”

“These recipients are building a
better future for Manitoba — not only
through economic excellence but by
investing in people, communities,
and purpose,” Davidson said.

For Friesens Corporation, the recog-
nition reflects more than a century of
growth rooted in small-town values
and a commitment to employee own-
ership. The company began in 1907

as a one-man confectionery and has
grown into one of North America’s
leading book manufacturers, employ-
ing nearly 600 people.

“We humbly accept this recogni-
tion,” said CEO Chad Friesen. “As an
employee-owned company, we know
that when employees benefit from
ownership, great things happen — not
only for our company, but for our
families and for our community.”

Friesen noted that the decision by
the company’s founding family to
transition to employee ownership
helped preserve the business in Man-
itoba. That legacy continues through
the launch of the Tallgrass Employee
Owner Equity Fund in 2023, a social
enterprise designed to help other
Manitoba companies transition to
employee ownership.

“The Tallgrass Fund exists to ensure
more businesses stay rooted in their
communities,” Friesen explained.
“Without employee ownership, our
company may have been sold to an
outside buyer years ago. We want to
help other founders keep their com-
panies locally owned while also shar-
ing wealth with their employees.”

Continued on page 15



Winkler, Altona students medal at Skills MB

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Students from Winkler and Altona
brought home the hardware from the
27th Annual Skills Manitoba Compe-
tition earlier this month.

The event, held at RRC Polytech,
pitted hundreds of technical voca-
tional high school and post-second-
ary students against one another in an
Olympics-style competition across a
broad range of disciplines. It's meant
to shine a spotlight on the skills of to-
morrow’s trades professionals.

W.C. Miller Collegiate Gr. 12 student
Wesley Klippenstein, who studies
electrical technology at Northlands
Parkway Collegiate (NPC) in Win-
kler, won gold in the electrical instal-
lations event, while fellow Altona stu-
dent David Winkler, Gr. 11, clinched
bronze in carpentry and NPC aes-
thetics Gr. 11 students Harleen Tahim
and Kailey Doerksen won silver and
bronze, respectively, in skin care.

All four were first-timers at the
event, and they share that it was quite
an experience.

“You have this five-by-five mock-
up of a house, so just some studded
walls and one wall with plywood
on it,” Klippenstein explained of his
event, which had him up against sev-
eral other competitors. “Then we had
to mount a whole bunch of boxes for
lights and switches and a baseboard
heater and a doorbell and breaker
panel and some plugs.”

He went into the competition feel-
ing pretty confident—he’s spent
some time helping out at his father
and uncle’s electrical business, so he’s
certainly no stranger to the job—but
walking away with the gold was still
a bit unexpected. The win means he’ll
be competing at the Skills Canada
competition in Regina in May.

“I'm excited and I'm nervous too,”
Klippenstein said of that competi-
tion, where he’ll be going head-to-
head against students from across the
country.

Family ties are also what drew Win-
Kkler to the carpentry program in Al-
tona.

“My father works in the construc-
tion trade, he has a company there,
and I just grew up working with him
and I've always enjoyed it,” he said.

For his event, Winkler had six hours
to build a children’s playhouse from
scratch, following a set of provided
plans.

“It was really fun,” he said of the
experience, noting he might like to
give it another go next year. “It’s nice
to give someone else a try, too, but it
would be fun to go back.”
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W.C. Miller students Wes Klippenstein (above) and David
Winkler (top right) with the gold and bronze medals
they won at Skills Manitoba. Right: Northlands Parkway
Collegiate students Harleen Tahim and Kailey Doerksen

Tahim and Doerksen found them-
selves competing against each other
and two other students in the skin
care event.

“It was pretty challenging at first,
but then I got settled down and, hon-
estly, I did better than I expected,”
said Tahim.

“T was confident, but I was also re-
ally nervous,” admitted Doerksen.
“Overall it was a really good experi-
ence, but there was a lot of work and
a lot of stress leading up to it.”

The duo said they spent countless
hours with their teacher, Brenda Rich-
er, training for the competition, which
had them administering an advanced
facial and also doing make-up for two
different seasons. The latter task left
lots of room for creativity.

“We got to pick our seasons,” ex-
plained Doerksen. “And our teacher
definitely helped us bring designs to-
gether for that.”

“I was focused on putting all of my
effort and focusing on what I had
been training for—trying my best 100
per cent,” added Tahim, who noted
the experience was worth it. “I want-
ed to try something new and make
myself a career challenge.”

Doerksen shared that she overcame
the nerves that saw her back out of
last year’s event to really give it her
all this time around.

“It was really scared, but I'm glad I
did it now.”

Both plan to pursue careers in cos-
metology after high school.

won bronze
and silver in
skin care at
the event.
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Manitoba community
foundations distributed
more than 1,800 grants

April 26is
Community
Foundation

Day!

This annual day, proclaimed by the

Manitoba government, celebrates the
positive impact that Manitoba community
foundations have across our province, and

the generosity of all Manitobans!

Create an impact in your community.

Connect with your community foundation.

Visit EndowMB.org
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Altona rallies to save its iconic easel landmark

By Lori Penner

Altona’s towering tribute to Vincent van Gogh may
be temporarily bare, but it hasn’t lost its place in the
hearts of the community.

After last month’s removal of the iconic Sunflowers
painting due to weather damage and structural wear,
residents had plenty to say about what should hap-
pen next.

In a recent Town of Altona survey, 589 residents
weighed in on the future of the 76-foot easel that has
long stood as a symbol of Altona’s identity. Repre-
senting over 13 per cent of the town’s population, the
results showed overwhelming support for keeping
the landmark alive.

“It does lean towards restoration,” said Altona May-
or Harv Schroeder. “The survey was actually very
clear. Of the people who responded, 68 per cent said
the easel should remain, and 46 per cent felt it was
very important to keep it standing.”

The survey also revealed that people don’t just want

the easel to remain—they want it to continue show-
casing hand-painted artwork, specifically Van Gogh’s
iconic Sunflowers. Sixty per cent of respondents said
they would like to see original art displayed on the
structure, while 61 per cent supported maintaining
the Van Gogh tradition.

The feedback came after February’s high winds tore
off an eight-square-foot section of the painting, expos-
ing significant damage. The untreated wood backing
had deteriorated over time, leading to paint peeling
and structural concerns. For safety reasons, the paint-
ing was removed, leaving the steel easel temporarily
without its centerpiece.

“We're in that phase where we're assessing the dam-
age and talking with the original artist,” Schroeder
explained. “He’s expected to come out at the end of
the month or in May, along with the insurance adjust-
er, to evaluate what needs to be done and what the
cost will be.”

This isn’t the first time Altona’s big easel has need-
ed care. In 2017, the painting was restored by artist
Cameron Cross following a
hailstorm, with most of the

of Morris

Quinfield Farms Ltd. (TRC 12-111)

Attention Residents of the Rural Municipality

Share Your Views

concerning the proposed expansion of a pig operation -

repair costs covered by in-
surance.

“I don’t think it's been
made clear enough that the
last restoration was actually
a hail claim,” Schroeder said.
“We only paid the deduct-
ible. So, when people say,
‘Stop putting money toward
it,” the truth is, we didn’t foot
the whole bill last time.”

Looking ahead, town of-

The Rural Municipality
of Morris has received a
conditional use application
from Quinfield Farms Ltd.
to expand a pig operation
at S % of Section 6-6-2
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ficials are considering two
possible paths: a full restora-
tion using marine-grade ply-

z wood, which would give the
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: 20 years, or a more tempo-
rary fix using printed wraps,
which would last around
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8-10 years. The price differ-
ence is significant—just over
$70,000 for a full rebuild

Quinfield Farms Ltd
§ % of Section 6-6-2 WPM
Rural Municipality of Morris

Municipal and Northern

name and reference TRC 12-111.

identifying details removed.

For more information:

Technical Review Co-ordination Unit
Municipal and Northern Relations
604-800 Portage Avenue

Winnipeg, MB R3G ON4

Fax: (204) 948-4042

Relations for review, pursuant on Section 112 of The Planning Act.

If you would like to share your views concerning this proposal, you are invited to
contact the Manitoba government by letter or email (TRC@gov.mb.ca) no later
than May 24, 2025. After this date, the Livestock Technical Review Committee will
complete its assessment of the application. Your letter or email must include your

All submissions in response to this proposal are considered public information
and will be made available to the proponent and placed on the public registry with

Please visit http://www.gov.mb.ca/mr/livestock/public_registries.html or the
RM of Morris office at 207 Main Street North, Morris, MB, ROG 1KO.
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MMJS Law Offices is excited to announce its merger
with Bruce Gregory Law Office effective June 1, 2025.

164 Boyne Ave W, Morris MB

YOUR LOCAL LAWYERS
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The Van Gogh painting sustained damage this
spring and has been taken down while the Town
of Altona decides what the next steps are for
the iconic landmark.

compared to $27,000 for the wraps.

“Right now, we're waiting for the numbers
from the artist and the insurance company,”
said Schroeder. “The insurance claim may cov-
er a good amount, but we don’t know the exact
portion yet.”

Although residents clearly value the easel, the
town must balance priorities carefully.

“It's a big hit,” Schroeder noted. “You can’t
sacrifice things that are necessary to things that
are aesthetic. There’s needs, and then there’s
wants.”

Council will revisit the topic at its strategic
planning session on May 1, with a decision to
follow once all the financial details are in place.

Continued on page 11
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Provincial funds support local water and sewer expansion

By Lori Penner

The Province of Manitoba is invest-
ing $24 million into municipal water
and wastewater infrastructure up-
grades, a move that promises long-
term environmental protection, im-
proved public health, and enhanced
economic opportunities across rural
Manitoba.

Among the recipients is the Altona
Rural Water Services Co-op, a grass-
roots initiative that began in 1985
when a group of farmers grew wea-
ry of hauling water and banded to-
gether to form a co-operative. Today,
the co-op provides potable water to
approximately 1,500 people across
multiple rural communities includ-
ing Altbergthal, New Hope, Thames,
Horndean, Plum Coulee, and Rosen-
feld.

With demand on the rise, the co-op
is planning a major expansion of its
reservoir capacity near the Altona lift
station on 14th Ave.

“We're looking at tripling the capac-
ity from what we have now,” said
Ronn Smith, co-op board president.
“We currently have a 40,000-gallon
reservoir—so we're in the ballpark of
half a million liters. When the proj-
ect’s complete, we're aiming for two
million liters of distribution capacity
at that site.”

Smith explained that the need stems
from both increased residential usage
and expanded agricultural demands.

“There’s a combination of more
hookups and some livestock opera-
tions on our system as well. Water

> EASEL, FROM PG. 10

In the meantime, the outpouring of
support from the community has reaf-
firmed the easel’s place in the town’s
story—not just as a piece of public art,
but as a shared symbol of local pride.

“We’ll consider what's been put
before us and take our time,” Schro-
eder said. “It’s not in the budget for
this year, so we have a bit of breath-
ing room. But it’s clear people care
deeply about this piece. It's not just
a painting on a structure. It means
something here.”

consumption overall has just gone up over time.”

Smith noted that June in particular poses challenges for
the entire system.

“On peak consumption days, we were using up to twice
our storage capacity. If the Pembina Valley Water Co-op
ever had an outage, the expanded reservoir would pro-
vide us with backup for a few hours. It’s all about resil-
ience.”

The reservoir serves a blend of residential, agricultural,
and commercial users. Smith estimates about 60 per cent
of the water usage is residential, with the remaining 40
per cent supporting ag and commercial operations.

The estimated cost of the reservoir expansion is $2.5 mil-
lion.

“We've applied for an additional $1.5 million through
the Manitoba Water Stewardship program, which can
cover up to 50 per cent of the cost,” said Smith. “We also
have some reserve funding to help make up the difference
if needed.”

Meanwhile, the Town of Altona has also been approved
for funding to support a long-awaited upgrade to its
wastewater system—a new sewer forcemain that would
relieve pressure on the town’s aging infrastructure.

“We're looking at a project to run a direct forcemain from
Lift Station 3 to our lagoon,” said Mayor Harv Schroeder.
“Right now, everything runs through town to Lift Station
1, creating a bottleneck. During heavy rains or high flow,
the system gets overwhelmed.”

Lift Station 3, located near W.C. Miller Collegiate, cur-
rently sends waste to Lift Station 1, alongside Lift Station
2 near Elmwood School. When volumes spike, this creates
a major pinch point.

“This new direct line from Lift Station 3 to the lagoon
would help ease the strain and give us the capacity to ex-
pand southward in the future,” Schroeder explained. “All
of the lift stations except Lift Station 1 have been replaced
in the last five to six years, so this would build on the up-
grades we’ve already made.”

Pickup ¢4, Community
Weekly News at

The estimated price tag for the project is around $2 mil-
lion. While specific funding amounts have not yet been
disclosed, Schroeder said the town was pleased to be se-
lected.

“We haven't been given the numbers yet from the prov-
ince, but we're hopeful. It's not part of this year’s munici-
pal budget but could be in next year’s depending on their
timeline. Sometimes these funding models give you a few
years to get the work done.”.

Schroeder emphasized how valuable provincial support
is for communities like Altona.

“It's very good news. For this kind of infrastructure to
come entirely out of local coffers would be a big price tag.
So, it’s reassuring to know that help is coming.”

For Altona and its surrounding communities, the funding
couldn’t come at a better time. With population growth,
increased agricultural demands, and climate-related pres-
sures all converging, both the town and the rural water
co-op are preparing to meet the future with stronger, more
resilient infrastructure.

As Schroeder put it, “These are the kinds of surprises we
like—good surprises that help us build a stronger com-
munity.”

THINK GREEN

VOTE JANINE

greenparty.ca
@portagelisgargreen.bsky.social
FB: PortagelisgarGreenParty
Insta:@portagelisgargreens

Avuthorized by the Official Agent for Janine Gibson
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How to successfully transition to retirement: make a plan

If you've been working for several years, it
may soon be time to retire. Whether you're loo-
king forward to it or feeling anxious, these
strategies can help you navigate the transi-
tion smoothly.

TAKE A GRADUAL APPROACH

Do you love your job? Are you in good
health? If so, you don’t necessarily have to stop
working overnight. Talk to your employer
about the possibility of gradually reducing
your working hours over a few years.

This way, you can enjoy having more free
time to care for your loved ones, pursue hob-
bies or take courses. The more familiar you
become with your new routine before fully

retiring, the less anxious you’ll feel about the
change.
FINANCES

Transitioning to retirement can significantly
impact your income. Therefore, it’s essential to
carefully manage your finances before altering
your work schedule. Speak with a financial ex-
pert to ensure you can achieve your retire-
ment goals while maintaining your quality of
life.

Retirement is a significant milestone that requi-
res proper preparation. Your thoughtful plan-
ning can help you face this transition with
confidence and peace of mind.

Stay in shape by gardening

If winter causes you to shift into a sedentary lifestyle,
the arrival of spring is the perfect time to embrace a
more active way of living. Are you looking for an acti-
vity that offers physical and mental benefits during the
warmer months? It's an excellent time to give garde-
ning a try.

Start slow

Gardening involves various movements like walk-
ing, bending and stooping. If you want to enjoy this
hobby pain-free, try a little pre-gardening warm-up.
Before putting on your gardening gloves, take a few
minutes to stretch and rotate your wrists, ankles and
shoulders.

As you slowly familiarize yourself with the different
movements involved in gardening, you'll engage all
your muscles and joints more effectively. Don’t forget
to take breaks.

Better physical condition
Gardening helps improve and maintain your physi-
cal fitness. Activities like lifting and digging strengthen
your thigh and arm muscles and increase bone density.
Weeding also enhances flexibility and supports good
posture. All these activities contribute to improving
your overall stamina.

Boost your mood
Working with plants is an effective way to distract
yourself from your daily worries. Focusing on the pre-
sent moment and the small tasks at hand can help
lower your stress levels. Gardening will certainly make
you feel calmer, which is excellent for preventing anx-
iety and depression.

Heavenly care agency and new home care facility in Neuenberg

the financial strain on families and

individuals who need care.

When it comes to finding want to supplement meal preparation to grooming to light house-
ways to keep an elderly or provincial home care keeping.
disabled family member in services. The SFMC program is a vital one, Pinto

their own home and
communities longer, safely,
every bit of help is a blessing.

Heavenly Care agency has
opened a new Care home
facility in a small town called
Neuenberg located south of
winkler.

This facility will allow for
families to keep their family
member within the
community and not having
to be displaced far Away
from home .

To that end, Heavenly Care
Agency CEO and president
Celma Pinto lauds the
concept behind the Manitoba
government’s  Self/Family
Managed Care (SFMC)
program, which provides
financial support for
individuals or families who
accept  responsibility  for
managing personal home
care needs themselves or

“This program is giving
options for those families
who want more care or want
to get more involved in the
care of their loved ones,” she
said.

When families apply for
SFMC funding, an
assessment is done by
provincial staff to determine
their eligibility.

They can then use that
approved funding to hire an
agency like Heavenly Care to
provide their loved ones with
home care that best fits with
their needs and schedule.

Heavenly Care prides itself
on providing a caring,
nurturing, and respectful
environment for anyone who
requires some level of
support to improve their
quality of life. Their staff are
available around the clock to
aid with everything from

stressed, in terms of empowering families
when it comes to a loved one’s care.

“The good thing about this program is it is
adaptable,” she noted. “It gives the flexibility
for a family.”

As the cost of living rises in our province,
Pinto hopes to see the program’s funding and
approved hours of care increase to help lessen

“Improving the SEMC program will keep
seniors at home instead of occupying a bed in
a care home,” she stressed. “It's really a
win-win solution for the resident and the
over-burdened care homes.”

You can learn more about the Self/Family
Managed Care program at gov.mb.ca/health/
homecare/nonprof.html. To connect with
Heavenly Care Agency about the services it
offers, visit heavenlycare.ca.




SCCR seeks drivers to
help local cancer patients

By Lori Penner

South Central Cancer Resource
(SCCR) is reaching out to residents
in Altona and Morris with an urgent
request: more volunteer drivers are
needed to help cancer patients get to
life-saving medical appointments.

Since its inception in 2003, SCCR has
provided vital support to individu-
als navigating cancer diagnoses. As a
community-based charitable organi-
zation, SCCR operates independent-
ly from CancerCare Manitoba and
receives no government funding. In-
stead, it relies entirely on donations,
fundraisers, and a dedicated team of
volunteers to deliver its services.

One of the organization’s most crit-
ical programs is its volunteer driver
service, which Erika Friesen, project
coordinator at SCCR, describes as “an
essential aspect of SCCR’s services,
providing significant assistance to
our clients.”

The transportation program offers
door-to-door rides for clients attend-
ing cancer-related appointments,

including chemotherapy sessions,
radiation treatments, scans, and con-
sultations with specialists. Trips are
most commonly made to Winnipeg
hospitals, Boundary Trails Health
Centre, and occasionally to Brandon.

“These are people who may not
otherwise have a reliable way to get
to their appointments,” said Friesen.
“Many of our clients rely on this pro-
gram because family members can’t
always take time off work. Our vol-
unteers make it possible for them to
receive the treatment they need.”

Currently, SCCR has about 70 active
volunteer drivers serving a wide re-
gion that spans from the RM of Roblin
in the west to the RMs of Morris and
Montcalm in the east, south to the
U.S. border, and north to the RM of
Dufferin. But growing demand means
the organization is in urgent need of
additional drivers—especially in the
Altona and Morris areas.

Volunteer drivers use their own ve-
hicles and are offered a modest hon-
orarium to help cover fuel, parking,
and vehicle-related expenses. There’s
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One of 70 active SCCR volunteer drivers who make it possible for patients to

receive the treatment they need.

no fixed schedule—drivers sign up
based on their availability and work
closely with a local driver coordinator
to arrange rides.

Friesen encourages anyone who
may be considering the opportunity
to reach out, even if they’re unsure.

“If you think this might be a good
fit for you, but are unsure, feel free
to contact us for more information.
There is no obligation, we are happy
to help you learn more to decide if
this volunteer role is something you
would like to do.”

Being a volunteer driver is a high-
ly flexible role. The number of rides

* ENERGIZED FOR 50 YEARS AND COUNTING ¢ ENERGIZED FOR 50 YEARS AND COUNTING -

Have you heard about the power of meditation?

The body’s natural aging process
brings about changes that can cause is-
sues like aches and pains, slower meta-
bolism and sleeping difficulties. These
physical changes can also impact your
mental well-being. Fortunately, medita-
tion can help reduce many of these
symptoms. Here’s a quick overview of
this ancient practice and its proven
benefits.

The principle
Meditation can take many forms, but

they all focus on breathwork. By
concentrating on inhaling and exhaling,
you can achieve a calm state that ena-
bles you to view your thoughts and
emotions more positively. Meditation
also promotes stress release, resulting
in a deeper sense of peace.

The benefits
Numerous studies have investigated
the effects of meditation. Many findings
indicate that it can alleviate physical
pain. Meditation has also been shown

Join us at our Open House on

Saturday May 3

1 -3 pm at 400 Loren Drive, Morden

www.homesteadmanitoba.ca

LOCATED IN MIORDEN AT 400 LOREN DR. (204-822-1237)

RENT INCLUDES:
Meals, Housekeeping, Linen Service
Hair Salon, Library, 1 & 2-bdrm Suites
Activities, Outings & more!

Come check out all
we have to offer!

to lower blood pressure and slow heart
rate, which can help prevent cardiovas-
cular diseases.

The positive impacts of meditation on
mental health have also been well-do-
cumented. It can help improve concen-
tration and stimulate memory. Medita-
tion also supports management and
prevention of anxiety and depression -
challenges commonly faced by older
adults who sometimes experience feel-
ings of isolation.

needed is based on who is currently
signed up as a client in your area and
what their appointment schedule is
like—therefore, the quantity of rides
will always be fluctuating based on
the clients’ needs.

“Having people who are flexible and
often available during weekdays is
fantastic,” she added.

SCCR offers an initial training pack-
age to get new drivers started, and
they host annual meetings to keep
them supported and connected.

Continued on page 15

energized

R 5()

If you'd like to start meditating, look

for group activities in your area or visit
your local library for inspiring books on
the subject.

Creating Beautiful Swmiles

~ FREE CONSULTATIONS ~
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Access CU reports on another year of steady growth

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Access Credit Union reported on
a year of growth and fielded ques-
tions from concerned members about
changes connected to that growth at
its annual general meeting last week.

The meeting, held virtually April 16,
saw board president Curt Letkeman
go over some of the highlights of 2024.

“Following two years dedicated to
amalgamations—Noventis and Suno-

vain 2022, and Casera, Carpathia, and
Amaranth in 2023—2024 focused on
aligning business processes from the
legacy credit unions and building the
culture of the new Access,” he said.
“This process has been exciting and
has opened new opportunities that
we all can be excited about. Opportu-
nities such as the corporate sponsor-
ship with the Blue Bombers, support
of the St. Boniface Hospital Research

Foundation, the Children’s Hospital,
Elm Creek Arena, and many more.”

Letkeman stressed that communi-
ty-building remains a core focus of
the financial institution, and they
were honoured for prioritizing that
by being named as the Outstanding
Corporate Philanthropist for the year
by the Association of Fundraising
Professionals of Manitoba.

“[It's] an honour all members can be

proud of,” he said.

On the business front, Access CU
continues to strive to offer compet-
itive rates and services, Letkeman
said, delivered by dedicated staff
members.

“We’re proud of our employees who
greet you with a smile and are happy
to serve our more than 200,000 mem-
bers across Manitoba.”

Continued on page 16

« VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION « VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION -

How to show your
appreciation for volunteers

National Volunteer Week ta-
kes place this year from April
24 to 30. This annual campaign
promotes volunteerism and ce-
lebrates the contributions of mil-
lions of Canadians who donate
their time and energy to making
their communities better places
to live. This year’s theme is Em-
pathy in Action, which highli-
ghts how volunteering helps
develop strong connections
among people with diverse bac-
kgrounds and fosters genuine
care toward others.

Volunteers are often mobili-
zed by empathy, but their efforts
are best sustained by demons-
trations of appreciation. When
volunteers feel recognized,
they’re more likely to remain
connected to your cause and
continue to give back. Here are

some ways your organization can say
thank you to its volunteers.

* Create a video. Collect footage of
your organization’s volunteers at
work with a smartphone or other
device. Then, string the clips together
and incorporate some music into the
mix. Once the video is edited, you
can share it on social media or on
your website.

¢ Plan a social event. Consider brin-
ging the volunteers in your organiza-
tion together with a social event. You
could host a movie night, put to-
gether a meal or throw a party. So-
cial events help encourage your vo-
lunteers to connect with each other,
the cause and the organization.

e S

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
WINKLER, MB * Ph: 325-5538

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

s Service & Selection Guaranteed 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire
g ¢ Re@“‘Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Salem Home Volunteers!

At Salem Home, our volunteers truly make waves!

Your kindness, dedication, and compassion create ripples of joy and support
that touch every corner of our organization. From enhancing residents'’
daily lives to providing invaluable behind-the-scenes assistance, you
help us fulfill our mission of providing Christ-centered care embracing

the values of compassion, dignity, excellence and faith.

We are deeply grateful for the time and talents you so generously
share. Your contributions are the foundation of our community and a
shining example of what it means to make a difference.

To all our Volunteers: Thank you for making waves of impact that inspire us every day!



By Lorne Stelmach

It was a year of both successes and
challenges for the Many Hands Re-
source Centre in 2024.

Volunteer leaders reflected on both
last Wednesday as the organization
held its annual meeting at the 500 Ste-
phen Community Centre in Morden.

“We are focused on strengthening
what we have and building a solid
foundation for future growth,” said
Julie Plett, who is co-chairperson with
Darcy Wolfe.

“The number of people coming
to the food bank is still growing, so
that's always a challenge, making
sure that we have enough good ham-
pers that we can give to the people,”
said Wolfe. “There’s also always chal-
lenges finding volunteers who will
come consistently and volunteer their
time. The ones that we do have are
amazing, but there’s always room for
more.”

“We had some challenges with our
staff retention as well,” added Plett. “I
think it’s just a matter of circumstanc-
es that had happened throughout the
year that led to that ... but now with
Victoria Nash on, we're really hopeful
we can maintain the staff we have so
we can focus more on programs and
responding to the needs of the com-
munity.”

“Having our staff here has really
helped,” added Wolfe. “It's helped
with the growth. We're looking at
new programs that we could possibly
pick up, so that's something we are
really excited about now.”

“Also, a pamphlet we sent out at the
end of the year had a lot of informa-
tion about what Many Hands is do-
ing and ways for the community get
involved and to donate, and that's
something that was a big success for

us, so we are looking to repeat that
again this year,” he said. “It really cre-
ated a lot of awareness, and it got a lot
of people through our doors asking
a lot of good questions and learning
about what Many Hands does.”

Many Hands saw a significant in-
crease in food bank use last year.
Compared to last December, the num-
bers had grown by 20 per cent. The
agency is currently serving around
120 families a week, with emergency
hampers and deliveries on top of that.
So that’s over 1,000 individuals get-
ting a helping hand, including about
400 children.

Beyond food dis-
tribution, it's also
been working hard to
build a stronger com-
munity.

On that front, the
farmers’ market had
another  successful
season with the com-
munity food curren-
cy vouchers helping more families
access fresh, local produce. Through
this program, they were able to pro-
vide vouchers for 100 families, which
brought about $42,000 to farmers at
the market for the summer.

“And part of that is Mariyam
Tsygankova [executive director] was
able to secure a grant to hire a student
throughout the summer, and they
spearheaded the voucher program,”
said Plett, who noted they are also
able to get that grant again this year.

Many Hands also resumed its com-
munity kitchen program, creating a
welcoming space where people can
come together to learn cooking skills,
share meals and build stronger con-
nections.

This initiative has been an incredible
way to support food security while

> CHAMPIONS AWARDS, FROM PG. 8

The fund supports transitions
to employee ownership through
Employee Ownership Trusts, of-
fering a model that’s gaining trac-
tion in Canada—particularly as
a large number of business own-
ers near retirement. Sellers may
also benefit from a federal capital
gains tax exemption on the first
$10 million of the sale, creating an
incentive to explore this alterna-
tive path.

At Valley Fiber, a company
known for bringing high-speed
internet infrastructure to rural
Manitoba, the Future Champion
Award comes as validation of its
community-centered mission.

“With something as simple but es-
sential as fast, reliable internet, suc-
cess has no borders,” said CEO Ryan
Klassen. “We’re proud to help connect
communities that have historically
been underserved and left behind.”

Since its founding, Valley Fiber has
invested more than $300 million in

“WE COULD NOT DO
THIS WITHOUT YOU."
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Many Hands reflects on a year of successes, challenges

fostering a sense of belonging, the
chairs noted.

“I think something we have always
wanted to do at Many Hands is build
community,” said Wolfe.

“One of the favorite things that we
do here is have the monthly commu-
nity meal,” he added. “People can not
only come in to get a free meal but
they get to sit down with people they
might not otherwise sit down with ...
that's a program where people can
share their stories and they can bless
their neighbour.”

In addition, Many Hands launched
a soup kitchen during its regular
food bank hours in part-
nership with Westside
Community  Church.
This collaboration has
been a meaningful step
in expanding support
for those in need, as
clients can enjoy a hot,
homemade meal while
they wait for their ham-
pers or after receiving them.

The soup kitchen addresses imme-
diate food insecurity while also offer-
ing a warm, welcoming environment
where people can sit, connect and feel
seen, noted Wolfe.

“Alot of it is togetherness and build-
ing community, and we want to make
sure that the community knows they
can come to these programs and par-
ticipate and be part of it.”

Their report also highlighted a few
other important milestones:

* Approving the hiring of a full-time
program coordinator to meet growing
program demands.

* Rebranding more publicly as Mor-
den’s Food Bank run by Many Hands.

e Advocating to the community and
various levels of government about
the importance of lifting up the vul-

infrastructure and employs over 300
Manitobans. Its expansion into rural
areas has been key to helping resi-
dents and businesses access the con-
nectivity they need for modern life
and work.

Klassen said the recognition is a trib-
ute to the company’s values of integ-
rity, excellence, and care for commu-

> VOLUNTEER DRIVERS, FROM PG. 13

Volunteers must complete a criminal
record and vulnerable sector check,
provide references, and have a valid
driver’s license and vehicle registra-
tion.

The impact of the program goes far
beyond transportation.

“One of our clients came into the

office recently to thank us,” Friesen
shared. “They had over 30 radiation
appointments and no one in the fam-
ily who could take them during the
day. They told us, ‘It's unbelievable
to know you're here, and you're not
even government funded. This ser-
vice is amazing.””

nerable and supporting the less fortu-
nate.

¢ Continuing to look for ways to
deepen our volunteer and donor ap-
preciation efforts.

A major issue for Many Hands mov-
ing forward now is increasingly hav-
ing inadequate space.

“Looking ahead, space does look
like it will turn into an issue. We are
already cramped in the space that we
do have,” said Wolfe. “We are very
blessed to be in this building and in
this space ... but it is something where
we are starting to have think about
options.”

“We don’t want to have to turn away
donations of food, especially when
we have so many mouths to feed.
That would be heartbreaking,” added
Plett. “So we definitely need to find
short term solutions and look ahead
for a long term one.”

“We are confident that the people of
Morden and our community will step
up like they always have,” Wolfe said.

The duo concluded their written re-
port with deep thanks for all of their
volunteers.

“If our donors are the lifeblood of
Many Hands, then our volunteers are
the heart. We cannot overstate how
vital they are to everything we do. Ev-
ery week, volunteers pack food ham-
pers, unload deliveries, serve soup,
clean, organize, greet guests with
kindness, and quietly make sure the
work gets done.

“Many of them take time out of their
day, again and again, to ensure that
others are fed and welcomed with
dignity. They don’t do it for recogni-
tion. They do it out of love. And we
want to take this moment to say, with
full sincerity: we could not do this
without you.”

nity.

“This reflects the hard work of our
entire team, and our belief that great
businesses—and great futures—can
grow from anywhere,” he said.

The 2025 Manitoba Champions
Awards will be presented May 12 in
Winnipeg.

Another client expressed their grat-
itude simply: “SCCR makes life just
a little bit easier for families dealing
with cancer in the different ways they
offer support.”

To learn more about becoming a vol-
unteer driver visit www.sccr.mb.ca.
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Sonsplel WInners

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Twenty-five teams hit the ice for the Morden Senior’'s Curling Club's Farmer's/
Haze Shore Memorial Bonspiel March 14-16. The multi-generational event drew
competitors ranging in age from eight to 89. Thanks to generous support from
local businesses and participants, the weekend raised funds to make the curling
club more accessible with mobility improvements to the entrance and washroom
facilities. Bonspiel winners include (clockwise from above) Team Randal Siemens
for the A-Event, Team Jon Doell in the B-Event, Team Lauren Weslak in the C-Event,

.

and Team Marcus Titchkosky in the D-Event.
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> ACCESS CREDIT UNION, FROM PG. 14

Looking to the future, Letkeman acknowledged
the uncertainty looming from the effects of tariffs,
global conflicts, and cyber threats.

“Spending on technology is becoming more cru-
cial and expensive,” he noted. “In fact, in 2023 one
of the big five banks spent roughly $725 million
just on Al research alone. These costs are going to
continue to increase, making it difficult for smaller
financial institutions to compete.”

Manitoba’s credit union network has seen an
increasing number of amalgamations in recent
years—there are just 15 credit unions right now,
down from 70 a few years ago—and it’s expected
more mergers are on the horizon.

“We expect amalgamations both provincially
and nationally to continue,” Letkeman said. “As
we move ahead, know that your board’s focus is
on providing our members with excellent service
and creating a credit union we can all be proud
of.”

In his report, retiring president and CEO Lar-

v

ry Davey highlighted the organization’s work,
post-mergers, on providing a consistent level of
service across all its branches as well as on its on-
line and mobile platforms.

“We're immensely grateful for the patience that
all members provided us during that transition
and we expect that they will continue to benefit
from that work for many years to come,” he said.

Access gave back over $2.2 million this past year
to support a variety of projects and causes in the
communities it operates in, Davey shared.

“Whether it was capital investments in hospitals
across our area or investing in community centres
that enable a wide demographic of participants,
we know that our members hold great value in
these initiatives and we are pleased to play a sig-
nificant role in supporting, promoting, and cham-
pioning these exceptional opportunities.”

He also shone a spotlight on their financial lit-
eracy program, which reached over 1,200 people
in 2024.

Access saw strong growth this year, Davey not-
ed.

“We are reaching more Manitobans than ever be-
fore, and in building those relationships we con-
tinue to see our business expand,” he said, noting
they’ve also been working to control expenses
and increase efficiencies across their service net-
work. That has included consolidating or closing
branches in communities where there are other
nearby locations able to service members.

The decision to close the Lowe Farm branch
drew questions from members at the meeting,
who stressed its value to the community, ex-
pressed frustration at the decision to shutter it
without consulting members, and asked if the
board might reconsider.

“The board looks at all branch closures and
branch operations,” Letkeman said in response.
“The reality is we are operating in a very unique
system. When we look at some of our competitors,
the largest competitor in Manitoba would proba-
bly have three branches, whereas Access has 50+.

Continued on page 17



The Voice Thursday, April 24, 2025 17

Honouring Mennonite matriarchs one brush stroke at a tlme

By Lori Penner

In the heart of Neubergthal, where tall pop-
lars sway and time moves just a little slower,
something quietly beautiful has been unfolding
inside the Klippenstein house. It’s not just a ren-
ovation—it’s a resurrection.

Recently, artist and heritage enthusiast Mar-
gruite Krahn has been hosting painting bees for
women with roots in the village. The project?
Recreating the hand-painted floor patterns once
crafted by the women who lived in these homes
generations ago.

These delicate geometric designs, often in-
spired by Fraktur folk art, are being lovingly re-
stored by their descendants, right on the floor-
boards where they first appeared more than a
century ago.

“This is a tribute,” Krahn explains, gesturing
toward the living room floor now bright with
carefully traced patterns. “It’s a lot of work, but
I realized as I was restoring that floor, why not
invite the women connected to Neubergthal to
come and honour their mothers, grandmothers,
and great-grandmothers who did this?”

The Klippenstein house, built in 1910, be-
longed to Elizabeth Klippenstein, one of the
first Mennonite women in Manitoba to manage
a farm.

“She ran the farm with her father-in-law af-
ter her husband Bernhard died young,” says
Krahn. “She was strong, independent—and the
women in the village remember her.”

Now, women are once again gathering in this
historic space—not for baking bread or quilting,
but to paint. To restore. To remember.

Ty Linklater, whose grandmother grew up in
Neubergthal and who has also volunteered for
the Neubergthal Heritage Foundation, reflected
on the emotional weight of the experience.

“This is such a neat event. It's brought so many
people together who have connections to this
place that might not have reconnected other-
wise,” she said. “Getting to create these designs
that have been a part of the history of Menno-

nite women has been really neat. I'm excited to
see how it all turns out.”

Another volunteer, Jamie Karr, holds a special
connection to the house—Elizabeth Klippen-
stein was her great-grandmother.

“It feels amazing to decorate the floor like
this,” Karr shared, kneeling down with a smile.
“It's neat to come back here and dedicate her
memory in this way. It's a little hard on the
knees, but it’s so rewarding.”

Krahn, together with curatorial team members
Marilyn Hauser Hamm and Pauline Villeneuve,
has worked meticulously to ensure authenticity.

“We've stuck to the original designs,” she says.
“Under the old flooring was the original paint-
ed pattern. I wanted to preserve that.”

Restoration began with peeling back layers—
of linoleum, paint, and time. The team scraped,
sanded, matched colours, and used Norwegian
linseed oil mixed with natural pigments to rep-
licate the century-old designs with stunning ac-
curacy.

“It's more than petals and flowers,” Krahn
notes. “It’s really abstract, geometric motifs.
Those kinds of patterns were rare. That's why
I think either Bernhard or Peter Klippenstein,
both Fraktur artists, designed them.”

The walls, too, are being brought back to life,
dressed in vintage wallpaper and wainscotting
chosen to match the era.

“Marilyn, Pauline and I did the wallpapering,”
Krahn smiles. “It’s part of the aesthetic—when
people come to the café, they’ll be surround-
ed by this beauty. They’ll see what the women
have done.”

That'’s the ultimate vision—a fully functioning
café housed in the Klippenstein house, expected
to open this summer. It will serve as a gathering
place for the community, and a visual love letter
to the village’s past.

The tradition of the nepharane—women gath-
ering for crafts, conversation, and coffee—is be-
ing reimagined here.

“And people don’t always know what it’s
about,” Krahn chuckles. “I've heard that several

- /

PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Jamie Karr, Iris Hiebert, and Tanya Sawatzky at work on
restoring the paint designs on the floor of the Klippenstein
house in Neubergthal.

times. But then they come here and it’s like, ‘Oh my good-
ness, this is fun.”

Since 2001, Krahn has been unearthing and document-
ing painted floor patterns in Mennonite housebarns across
southern Manitoba and beyond. Her research, which has
taken her as far as Mexico and the Netherlands, culmi-
nated in the exhibition Resurfacing: Mennonite Floor Pat-
terns, a celebration of these hidden works of art and the
stories they hold.

Now, in the quiet of Neubergthal, those patterns are re-
surfacing not just on gallery walls, but in the very homes
where they began. And the hands restoring them are con-
nected by memory, community, and a shared reverence for
the women who came before.

> ACCESS CREDIT UNION, FROM PG. 16

“We really look to see a lot of things that go into
these closures. One of the realities is also traffic. In
some of the smaller branches, we run the numbers
and in some cases we have fewer than 10 members
a day coming into some of these branches, which
really makes it challenging to operate.

“And also it provides some security challenges, as
we’ve had some unfortunate instances of robberies
in the past few years, which has jeopardized the
safety of our staff. So these are all things that play
into it. Proximity to other branches in the nearby
area plays into it.

“Branch closure are something we continue to
take seriously,” Letkeman said. “We look at all as-
pects of it.”

Davey noted their data shows many members liv-
ing in communities with small branches are already
making regular trips to larger markets for shopping
or work.

“We don’t take [closures] lightly,” he said, echo-

ing Letkeman, “but at the same time we're trying
to provide the same competitive rates that are put
forward by credit unions with much fewer number
of branches.”

“The reality is ... we have a responsibility to all
200,000 members of Access,” Letkeman said in re-
sponse to the impact the Lowe Farm closure specifi-
cally will have on that community. “When we make
a decision, it’s taking the overall organization into
account.”

Davey noted Access has reached out to the large
account members potentially impacted by this par-
ticular closure and have found they are generally
understanding of the metrics behind the decision.

“To date, we have not seen any sort of large im-
pact,” he said in response to concerns members
may move their business to other financial institu-
tions.

The meeting saw the board announce a combined
member rewards payout of $5.7 million in 2024,
paid out to members as a dividend in the form of

surplus shares.

Further financials shared include the $13.4 mil-
lion in assets Access CU currently has—an increase
from $12.3 million the year before—as well as $11.5
million in members’ loans, $11.6 million in depos-
its, and a net income of $48 million (down slightly
from $49.3 million the year before).

Gross operating expenses came in at $181.5M, up
from $152.3M the year before. Davey noted the in-
crease reflects the fact the expenses of Casera CU
and Carpathia CU were only on the 2023 financial
statement for six months of that year, whereas it's
for the full year in 2024.

He noted administrative expenses also increased,
owing largely to increases in technology costs and
in prices-per-transaction on payments, which were
anticipated.

“Technology costs continue to rise, which is again
[one of] the benefits of being a larger organization.
Allowing us to absorb and spread these costs has
really been beneficial to Access,” Letkeman noted.

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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BORDER LAND
SCHOOL DIVISION

Life Long Learning

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

PERMANENT ENGLISH
& HUMANITIES
TEACHER (0.75 FTE)

FOR W.C. MILLER COLLEGIATE
IN ALTONA, MB

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:
THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY BY-LAW 4-25
Being an AMENDMENT to the R.M. OF STANLEY
ZONING BY-LAW 8-18, AS AMENDED.

HEARING R.M. of Stanley Council Chambers
LOCATION: 1-23111 PTH 14, SW 7-3-4W
DATE & TIME: May 8, 2025 at 9:05 a.m.

GENERAL INTENT: To amend Appendix 1 Use Table within Zoning By-law 8-18 to
allow for the use of “Self or Mini Storage” as a conditional
use in the Agriculture Limited Zone

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

Melissa Groening,

Planning and Development Officer

Rural Municipality of Stanley

1-23111 PTH 14, Stanley MB R6P 0B1

Phone: (204) 325-4101

Email: mgroening@rmofstanley.ca

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location
noted above during normal office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made and
extracts taken there from, upon request.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive representations from
any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the
following matter:

GENERAL To amend the following sections of City

INTENT: of Winkler Zoning By-law 2271-21 as
amended:2.3,2.7,3.2,3.5.2,3.6.2,3.7.2,
4.8.1,5.1,6.1,6.3.1,6.4,6.5,6.6,6.7,6.8,
6.9,6.10,9.1,9.2,9.8,and 9.10

AREA: By-law 2341-25 will apply to the entire
limits of the City of Winkler.

CONTACT: Planning & Engineering Department
City of Winkler
Phone: (204) 325-9524-2
Email: permits@cityofwinkler.ca

DATE OF HEARING: May 13,2025

TIME OF HEARING:  6:30 p.m.

LOCATION: Winkler Council Chambers,

185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may
be inspected at the location noted above during normal
office hours, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday to Thursday and
9:00 a.m.to 4:30 pm Friday. Copies may be made,and extracts
taken therefrom upon request.

185 Main Street, Winkler MB R6W1B4 CITY OF

N .
204-325-9524 | permits@cityofwinkler.ca Mﬁk@

WWW.W'NKLER,CA DREAM. BUILD. LIVE.

Classifieds

HEALTH

Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to try
elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefits humans and
pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and water.
Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & cartilage
cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884
or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

BORDER LAND
SCHOOL DIVISION

Life Long Learning

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

TERM KINDERGARTEN
TEACHER (0.5 FTE)

IN ALTONA, MB

B E
SCHOOL DIVISIO

Life Long Learning

o
=
o

Border Land School Division invites applicants for a

PERMANENT GRADE 1
TEACHER (1.0 FTE)

IN ALTONA, MB

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding.
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible.
Overtime and on-call duties are required.The successful applicant
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills,
trouble shooting skills,and be a team player.

The following would be considered an asset for this position:

+ Experience in grain handling, processing, or manufacturing
facility

+ Experience in industrial equipment maintenance and repair

+ Ability to read blueprints and technical documents

+ Pressure or structural welding tickets and related experience

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and

benefits package.Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy,

and rewarding workplace for all employees.

Starting Wages:

+ Mechanic $32.70/hour

+ Red Seal Millwright: $38.08/hour

A job description for this position can be found online on the

Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field

“Search by Location” Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright”

to read the description. Applications should be made online with

an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

Book Your Classified

Ad Today - Call 467-

5836 or Email ads@
winklermordenvoice.ca

SCRAP METAL

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. No item too
large! Best prices paid,
cash in hand. Phone Alf
at 204-461-1649.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Nice 20-acre retire-
ment or subdividing
opportunity 4 miles
west of Brandon on
paved road. 1,572 sq.
ft. home including ap-
pliances,  wheelchair
accessible, 1-level, at-
tached garage. Also,
additional adjoining
subdivided 5-acre lot.
Immediate possession,
private sale. $750,000.
Call  1-204-723-0083
for appointment to
view, anytime.

SEED

FORAGE SEED FOR
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested
Wheatgrass, Timothy,
etc. Star City, SK. Birch
Rose Acres Ltd. 306-
921-9942.

WANTED

Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted
firearms. Fully licensed
for both non-restricted
and restricted. Any-
where from individual
items to estates. Cash
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text
Adam at 204-795-
2850.

WANTED/BUYING
1950’s-70’s Scandina-
vian, Danish, Canadian
Mid-Century  Modern
Furniture (Teak, Wal-
nut, Rosewood), Light-
ing, Ceramics, Textiles,
Stereo or Design. Con-
tact Daniel at TEXT/
PHONE: 204-918-
1607.

LIVESTOCK

SPRUCE RIDGE STOCK
FARMS at Ashern has
a good selection of two
year old and yearling
bulls. Developed in
large runs, these are
big hard muscled
bulls ready to go to
work. Semen tested,
delivered, guaranteed.
Priced reasonably. Ross
and Helen Jermey.
204-768-0333

NOTICES

URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a
newsworthy item to
announce? An exciting
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right
hands for ONLY $35 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA
204-947-1691 for more
information. See www.
mcna.com under the
“Types of Advertising”
tab for more details.

NEED CUSTOMERS?
CLASS 1 DRIVERS?
SEASONAL  HIRING?
SELLING SOME-
THING? Jump on our
great prices and start
getting responses!
Book your blanket clas-
sified ads, seen in the
31 Member Newspa-
pers which are seen in
over 368,000+ homes
in Manitoba. Please
call 204-467-5836 or
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details
or to book ads. MCNA
- Manitoba Community
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage lender. All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks done. Deal direct with
lender and get quick approval. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.firstandsecondmortgages.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

Morris District Handi-Van Service Inc.

ANNUAL
MEETING

Wed., May 7, 2025 - 2 PM
Davidson Memorial Centre

Everyone Welcome!




News Tips?
Story Ideas?

call the Voice

HIP/KNEE
Replacement?

Other medical
conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING?

The Disability Tax
Credit allows for
$2,500 yearly

tax credit and
$20,000 Lump sum

refund.

Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!

Expert Help:
204-453-5372

M\

TANITOB A

[ororcveie ]
<X RIDEFOR DA >

Join the fight
against
Prostate Cancer

RIDE DAY
Saturday
May 31, 2025

10am
Earls Polo Park
(Winnipeg)
Visit
ridefordad.ca/
manitoba

to register or
make a pledge

{(/mcna
Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
360,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness
Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 31 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcha.com

CLASS 1
TRUCK DRIVER

To run Canada - must
have experience

- Paid pick, drops,
layovers and stat pay

- Multi drop runs

- Benefit package

- Dedicated truck

- Sign On & Annual bonus

- BC Experience an Asset

- Reset at home

- Weekend home time

- Paid training

- Referral program

Derek (204) 793-7465

CENTENNIAL TRANSPORT
& LEASING LTD.

WANTED

COIN
COLLECTIONS

CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS
& ACCUMULATIONS
OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN
MINT COINS, OLD COINS,
OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER
COINS, GOLD COINS,
RARE COINS ETC.

Also buying all Silver,
Gold, Nuggets, Scrap,
Coins, Old Jewelry,
Bullion, Ingots, Sterling
Silver, Old Quality
Watches working or
not, Rolex, Omega ++

Todd
204-904-9705

take -,
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Classifieds Announcements

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

EMPLOYMENT

COMING EVENTS

Prairie Spirit School Division
School Counsellor

Crystal City Early Years &
Thomas Greenway Middle School

Competition #2025-25 (0.60 fte)

phone 204-836-2147.

Prairie Spirit School Division invites applications for a
School Counsellor to commence September 2nd, 2025.
Deadline for applications: Noon May 9th, 2025.

Details available at: www.prairiespirit.mb.ca or

Online McSherry www.meyersauctions.com

Auctions Online Gun
Auction
Estate & Moving *
Aprl 30th @ 7-00PM pwords
Estate & Moving April 27 & 28, 2025
May 7th @ 7:00PM
Arden, MB
McSherryAuction.com Bradley Meyers
204-467-1858 Auctioneer
or 204-886-7027 204 476 6262

mesherryltd@gmailcom  yyw,meyersauctions.com

SUDOKU

2

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love

sudoku. This
mind-bending

4
6
3

puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put

your sudoku
1 savvy to the test!

712

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level: intermediaie

gls|efv|9|6]c| L]}
9(6|cle|L|L)V|S|8
LiL|v|8|2|S]9|6]|¢€
L19|se|v|8)L|€c|6
clv|6)L|S|L]8[9]¢C
cl8|L)9|6|€}}|V|S
Sl1Z(8t|€19)6|C|V
6|1c|9)s|8|V]E|}L]|L
vIE[L)6(L])12]S9|8]|9
Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!
50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK
*Auto *Farm *Truck
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Computers *Medical
*All phones *Chargers
*Marine *RV & more
Shipping/Delivery avail.
THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.
Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

YFC MORDEN’S ANNUAL

EISH FRY
voliditoer

"
CHRISTINN LIFE CENTRE
605 1ST STREET, MORDEN

MORE INFO :
204-822-8085 | THEWAREHOUSE@YFC.CA

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CROSSWORD —

CLUES ACROSS
1. English TV station
4. It fuels cars
7. Where ships dock (abbr.)
10. Indigenous people of
Thailand
11. Midway between northeast
and east
12. Small Milky Way
constellation
13. Fritz __, Austrian chemist
15. A Brit’s grandmother
16. Colombian city
19. Visualize
21. Charged
23. People’s assets
24. Informative books
25. Jeer
26. You can do it with your horn
27. Agents of your downfall
30. Central Uganda city
34. Supervises flying
35. Type of tree
36. Alfalfa
41. Dishwasher soap brand
45. Hall where military eats
46. Ancient Greek City
47. Speaks incessantly
50. Discuss again
54. Extreme greed
55. Adopt or support
56. Fantasy writer Russell
57. Seize
59. Early Mesoamerican
civilization
60. Noted pet detective Ventura
61. Automobile
62. Georgia rockers
63. Color opposite green
64. Amount of time
65. Attempt

60
63

CLUES DOWN

1. Sheep sound

2. Some can be emotional

3. Inflammation of colon lining
4. Origins

5. Comedienne Gasteyer

6. Perceived by the senses

7. A place to play ball

8. Occur before

9. Animal body parts

13. Thanksgiving dessert

14. Root mean square (abbr.)
17.1960s teen idol Bobby

18. Promotional materials

20. One point east of northeast
22. Piers Anthony protagonist
27. Popular sports league

28. Cologne

29, Partner to cheese

31. Constrictor snake

32. Not good

33. Supplement with difficulty

37. Hug with fondness

38. Enforced again

39. Small amount of time
(abbr.)

40. Substance

41, Anterior parts of the brain

42. Brews

43. Where ships load cargo

44. Holiday season singer

47.“__ humbug!”

48. Monetary unit of Macao

49, Popular children’s book
elephant

51. Glutinous

52. Function

53. 0ld world, new

58. Swiss river
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Latest EP marks a new musical era for Brett Schulz

By Lori Penner

Winnipeg-based musician Brett
Schulz has released his latest EP, Rea-
sons, marking a new chapter in his
musical evolution. With a refined ap-
proach to songwriting and produc-
tion, he believes this collection best
represents where he is as an artist to-
day.

“I have a better idea of what I'm do-
ing production-wise,” the Altona na-
tive explains. “I do most of it myself,
recording guitars and vocals, but I'm
fortunate to have friends who let me
use their spaces. My buddy Joe and I
work together a lot, recording vocals
and acoustic guitars, and then I bring
in some incredible musicians from
Winnipeg to add drums and bass. Af-
ter that, I take everything back to my
home studio to mix and layer more
instruments.”

His creative process has also evolved
over time.

“Songwriting has changed for me.
The more you do it, the more you get
to what you're trying to accomplish.
My songs now feel more in tune with
what I want to express.”

Two songs stand out as defining this
new phase: “Reasons” and “Say.”

“They speak for me the most. They
were finished a while ago, and I fi-
nally decided it was time to release
them.”

“Reasons” is deeply introspective.

“It’s about realizing that sometimes
I have no idea what’s going on,” he
laughs. “There’s a humorous element
to it. The chorus says, ‘Sometimes I
can’t even reason with myself. I stand
and stutter, wondering what will
come of it. Maybe someday, I will try
again to listen to reason.” There’s a bit

of cynicism in there.”

Schulz wrote “Say” for his wife.

“It's about those moments when
you want to tell someone something
important but can’t find the right
words.”

The EP also includes live, acoustic
versions of “Your Life Is a Mess” and
“Say.”

He compares creativity to an ‘an-
tenna’ that picks up frequencies and
ideas.

“David Byrne talks about ideas
floating around, and the more in tune
you are, the more you can grab them.
That's how ‘Say’ came to be. The
opening lyric —Oh darling, I love
you my dear’—just popped into my
head one day.”

Schulz’s songwriting often starts
with the guitar.

“It usually begins with a riff or chord
progression. But I don’t sit down with
an intention; I let melodies and words
develop naturally.”

His lyrics are introspective.

“A lot of my writing is about how
I feel about things happening in my
life or world. Not every song has to
be some deep, philosophical insight.”

Schulz grew up in Altona and cred-
its his family for his early musical in-
fluences.

“I always liked music. My parents
had great taste and were encourag-
ing. Some of their friends were mu-
sicians, and they showed me how to
play. I learned guitar at 10. Singing
was a learning curve—I was very shy
at first.”

Like many independent musicians,
Schulz balances his creative pursuits
with other commitments.

“It can be taxing. I have a day job

/
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SUPPLIED PHOTO BY LYNETTE GIESBRECHT

Brett Schulz perfecting his sound at the No Fun Club recording studio in Winnipeg.

and gig a lot at restaurants and bars,
often playing with other bands. That
doesn’t leave much time for writing.
I released my first album during CO-
VID when I had more free time. Now,
it sometimes feels more procedural,
and I have higher standards, which
makes it harder to finalize things.”

Despite the challenges, he remains
committed to making music on his
own terms.

“The best advice I ever received is
to separate creativity from outcomes.
If I make an album, I don’t want to
measure success by streams or shares.
It's about making art for the sake of
making it. Fall in love with the pro-
cess, and the outcome will take care

of itself.”

Schulz has no plans of slowing
down.

“I'd love to release a few more EPs
this year to complete a full album. It
would be cool to put it on vinyl. I also
have a bunch of live gigs coming up,
including an acoustic trio show with
Joe Curtis on April 27 in Gimli at The

Ship & Plough.”
Fans «can listen to  Reasons
and Schulz’s other work at

brettschulzmusic.com.

“I just hope people enjoy the music
and the musicians who played on it,”
he says. “That’s what it’s all about.”

Spring Fling & Job Fair in Morris May 3

By Siobhan Maas

The Morris Spring Fling Vendor &
Craft Market is returning to the Mor-
ris Multiplex with 66 vendors on Sat-
urday, May 3.

As one of the largest craft shows in
Southern Manitoba, the organizers
are happy to continue hosting a well-
organized and welcoming event with
no admission fee.

“We're excited to offer a fantastic
range of handmade goods, treats and
more at this cherished community

event — it just keeps getting better ev-
ery year,” shared Arien Peterson, fa-
cilities manager of the Morris Multi-
plex.

Visitors to the day-long event can
enjoy a mixture of local creativity and
community spirit; everything from
homemade baking to handmade pot-
tery, alongside the infamous PERK
Coffee Bar and a full canteen.

For a second year, the Morris & Dis-
trict Chamber of Commerce is hosting
their Volunteer & Job Fair in conjunc-
tion with the market.

“The job fair offers a unique oppor-
tunity, especially for the community’s
youth, to engage with multiple em-
ployers and non-profit organizations
and volunteer opportunities,” said
chamber president Cheryl Demarcke.
“The Multiplex serves as a gathering
spot for the entire community, with
the Spring Fling bringing in people
from town and surrounding commu-
nities. Being able to host both events
together creates a family friendly feel
that is attracting to all ages.”

With many favourite vendors re-

turning this year and the event offer-
ing fundraising opportunities to local
groups, community dedication is al-
ways important.

“The Spring Fling is more than just
a craft show,” said Peterson. “We cel-
ebrate local talent and as one vendor
put it: “It’s not just about selling, it’s
about connection.”

Both events begin at 10 a.m. The Job
Fair ends at 2 p.m. while the craft sale
runs until 3 p.m.

News or sports tip2 E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888
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