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Puzzlers Tenley and Ethan Puzzlers Tenley and Ethan 

Hildebrandt had a blast Hildebrandt had a blast 

during the AAFRC Puzzle during the AAFRC Puzzle 

Palooza fundraiser last Palooza fundraiser last 

week in Altona. For the full week in Altona. For the full 

story, see Pg. 2.story, see Pg. 2.
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http://www.oakviewgolf.ca/

Puzzle Palooza raises 
$1,000 for AAFRC
By Lori Penner

The race was on last week Friday 
as some of Altona’s best jigsaw puz-
zlers gathered for a fun and friendly 
competition to raise funds for the Al-
tona & Area Family Resource Centre 
(AAFRC).

The Puzzle Palooza fundraiser took 
place at the École Elmwood School 
gym, with each competing team giv-
en two hours to complete as much of 
a 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle as they 
could. Family teams with children 
had 500 pieces to complete. 

To make it fair, every competing 
team was given the same image, and 
the winners were named for the most 

completed puzzle.
The event included 10 competitive 

four-person teams and two non-com-
petitive family teams. It also included 
a rainbow prize raffl  e and refresh-
ments.

In the end, it was a very close com-
petition, but the team made up of Lo-
ren Braul, Steve and Joanna Reimer, 
and Shauna Hiebert managed to grab 
the win with 441 pieces remaining af-
ter two hours of puzzling. They went 
home with a trophy and lots of smiles.

The event raised $1,000 for the 
AAFRC, which off ers free learning 
programs for local families with pre-
schoolers.

Coordinator Nina Edbom-Kehler 
says it was interesting to see the dif-
ferent strategies the teams showcased.

“There are some hard-core puzzlers 
in Altona, when you see the sorting 
and the quick hand movements. And 
people were even trying to get infor-
mation from me beforehand, asking if 
it was a scenery puzzle or a person. 
Every table seemed to have a diff er-
ent strategy. Some do the 
borders fi rst; some go by 
colours. Diff erent team 
members do diff erent 
parts.”

Edbom-Kehler says 
they would love to host 
another puzzle competi-
tion in the future.

“Being a non-profi t, 
every little bit helps. It’s 
great to see more of our 
families coming out. Fun-
draisers like this are im-
portant. We are grateful 
for the grants, but usually those are 
for physical things. It’s nice to raise 
funds for things you can’t fi nd grants 
for, like wages or events.”

“Right now, people need to be 
around people,” she adds. “So, to 
have [program] facilitators who have 
the knowledge to provide that little 
piece of education with it still being 
fun and educational at the same time 

is amazing. They’re all so supportive 
of one another. Events like this also 
showcase what we’re about.”

AAFRC currently has three facili-
tators off ering programs in Altona, 
Rosenfeld, and Gretna. 

“And another facilitator takes care 
of our take home material,” Edbom-
Kehler adds, “and one who runs 

the gym nights, 
which will move 
outdoors in the 
summer.”

The COVID 
years were tough 
on the organiza-
tion. 

“There’s been 
a shift. Our at-
tendance is still 
not what it used 
to be,” says Ed-
bom-Kehler. “It’s 
still taking off  

again. Before COVID we had two or 
three programs in Altona a week. We 
couldn’t support that now. But we are 
still doing great, and keeping up with 
the current demand and we’re hoping 
those numbers will increase as more 
people become aware of what the 
AARFC provides for local families 
and their children.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
AAFRC's Puzzle Palooza drew 10 competitive teams and two non-competitive 

family teams to École Elmwood School Friday night to raise funds for early 

childhood education programs in Altona, Gretna, and Rosenfed.

“THERE ARE SOME 

HARD-CORE PUZZLERS 

IN ALTONA ... EVERY 

TABLE SEEMED TO 

HAVE A DIFFERENT 

STRATEGY.”

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Branden Leslie wins Conservative nomination for Portage-Lisgar
By Lorne Stelmach

A former campaign manager for 
Candice Bergen is now seeking to 
take her place as the Member of Par-
liament for the Portage-Lisgar constit-
uency.

Branden Leslie earned the federal 
Conservative party nomination for 
the riding last weekend after two days 
of speeches and voting in Portage la 
Prairie Friday and Winkler Saturday.

Leslie came out on top over for-
mer Morden-Winkler MLA Cam-
eron Friesen, former Winnipeg MP 
Lawrence Toet, and Winkler’s Don 
Cruickshank.

Leslie said on Monday that he is very 
grateful for the vote of confi dence.

“It feels fantastic to have gained 
the confi dence of Conservative Party 
members across the riding, and it’s a 
very humbling feeling and a sense of 
responsibility that’s been placed on 
my shoulders.”

Leslie felt he earned the support for 
his stance on such key issues as the 
carbon tax and gun control measures 
and the various impacts on the rural 
way of life. He also felt a lot of hard 

work and conversations with a lot of 
people about their many frustrations 
with the current federal government 
paid off  for him as party members 
headed to the polls.

“I would say focusing on what I 
know are the priorities of folks across 
the riding” is what resonated with 
voters, Leslie said.

“I’ve got a pretty deep understand-
ing of both elections and governance 
and politics itself and of course ad-
vocacy, and I think collectively that’s 
going to be important to make sure 
that we can actually try to advance 
interests.”

Active in the Conservative party for 
over a decade including his stint with 
Bergen for the 2019 election, Leslie 
feels his years of experience fi ghting 
for Conservative values and ideas—
including having advised several 
MPs and cabinet ministers—makes 
him well-suited to represent Por-
tage-Lisgar.

Leslie was raised on a farm south of 
Portage la Prairie. He attended Por-
tage Collegiate Institute and went on 
to Brandon University and Carleton 
University to receive a degree in po-

litical science.
Before announcing his campaign, he 

was the manager of policy and gov-
ernment relations at the Grain Grow-
ers of Canada. 

Leslie observed that there are high 
hopes for the potential for the Con-
servative party to form government 
in the next federal election.

“Everybody I talk to across this 
province and across this riding in par-
ticular ... is eagerly awaiting a change 
in government, and I think the time is 
right for a change.”

The next federal election will take 
place on or before the fall of 2025.

Bergen, who had represented the 
riding since 2008, announced her re-
tirement from politics in February. 

As a result, a by-election for Por-
tage-Lisgar must be held by Oct. 17, 
though it could take place earlier.

The Portage-Lisgar seat has been 
held by the Conservatives ever since 
the riding was created in 1997, but 
Leslie says that doesn’t mean he won’t  
have to work to keep it that way.

“We need to make sure we take noth-
ing for granted ... and work hard for 
every single vote across the riding,” 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Branden Leslie will represent the 

Conservative Party of Canada in the 

Portage-Lisgar by-election this year.

Winkler chamber puts call out for business award nominations
By Ashleigh Viveiros

If there’s a local business who has wowed 
you with their customer service, community 
involvement, or growth, now’s the chance to 
single them out.

The Winkler and District Chamber of Com-
merce has put a call out for nominations for the 
2023 P.W. Enns Business Awards. The deadline 
is May 31.

“We’re already off  to a good start. 
We have nominations for business-
es that have never been nominated 
before, so we’re really excited about 
that,” shares chamber executive di-
rector Tanya Chateauneuf.

Many nominations come from 
the business community itself, but 
Chateauneuf stresses the process is 
open to everyone.

“We also want to hear from the 
community,” she says. “Who do 
you think is deserving of recognition?”

There are fi ve P.W. Enns awards up for grabs: 
the Business Excellence Award, the Community 
Builder Award, the Business Builder Award, the 
Customer Service Award, and the Not for Profi t 
Service Award (this last one is earmarked for a 
registered local charity, while the others are all 
for businesses).

Full details of each award are available online 
at winklerchamber.com/awards-gala. Nomina-
tions can also be made online.

Even if a business has won an award in the 
past, it might qualify for a diff erent award this 

time around, Chateauneuf notes. 
“There are some that have defi nitely won mul-

tiple awards,” she says. “They might fi rst be 
nominated for the Community Builder Award 
and then over the years they build up to the 
Business Excellence Award ... it’s great to see 
that evolution in a business.”

Honouring the commitment and success of 
local entrepreneurs is what the awards are all 
about.

“Our business owners are 
out there working relent-
lessly and trying hard to fi ll 
a need,” Chateauneuf says. 
“What they do is not just for 
them, it’s for everyone who 
lives here. So we want to take 
a second to say thanks for all 
the ways you contribute to 
our community. Thanks for 
the business that you brought 

to our community, your investment in our com-
munity.”

The awards will be handed out at a gala event 
planned for Nov. 16. A guest speaker announce-
ment is expected in the months ahead. Last 
year’s gala featured former Barenaked Ladies 
frontman Steven Page.

FUTURE OF MYJC IN DOUBT
While the awards honour the current genera-

tion of business leaders, the future of another 
chamber initiative that aims to foster the next 
generation is in doubt.

Continued on page 4

For decades, with funding from the provincial govern-
ment, the chamber has overseen the Winkler Manitoba 
Youth Job Centre from its offi  ces in City Hall.

The MYJC helps connect youth with employment over 

he said. “It’s time for renewal on both 
the provincial and the federal level ... 
there’s going to be a lot of fresh faces, 
and I look at it as a real opportunity 
for us to sit down together early, dis-
cuss the priorities.”

“WHO DO YOU THINK 

IS DESERVING OF 

RECOGNITION?”
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Salem hosting fundraising BBQ Wed., May 24
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Salem Foundation and the Salem Ladies Auxiliary are 
teaming up once again to host a giant barbecue celebration at 
the Winkler personal care home later this month.

Last year’s bash—the fi rst gathering the care home had been 
able to host in a few years—was a huge hit, raising over $40,000 
in support of major renovations in the home’s aging Cotton-
wood unit.

“Last year it was surprisingly suc-
cessful,” says Salem Home CEO Kar-
in Oliveira. “I think people were so 
tired of not being able to be together, 
and this was the fi rst event we could 
do in person.

“It was a gorgeous day, so peo-
ple really came out with their lawn 
chairs to enjoy the night. We guess we had over 600 people at-
tending.”

All the proceeds from this year’s by-donation supper on 
Wednesday, May 24 will go to purchase stylish new furniture 
for all the resident rooms, some of which have had the same 
night stands, dressers, and chairs for decades. The price tag per 
room is about $5,500.

“This is special furniture. It’s not something you can just go to 
any store and purchase,” Oliveira says of the high cost of these 
pieces, explaining they’re made to be more resilient and easier 
to clean—two things quite important in a personal care home 
setting. 

They also have wholly interchangeable parts, making it easier 

to swap out damaged pieces without having 
to replace the entire thing.

Salem has been fundraising for this furni-
ture for a few years now and they’re hoping 
to complete the project, outfi tting every one 
of their 146 resident rooms with these pieces, 
in the months ahead.

They’ve already put in an order for the re-
maining furniture they need ahead of an an-

FACEBOOK.COM/THEJANZENBOYS
The Janzen Boys will perform at Salem 

Home's May 24 by-donation barbecue, 

which is raising funds to purchase new 

furniture (right) for its resident rooms.
SUPPLIED PHOTO

Continued on page 5

the summer months, provides edu-
cation on job search skills, and orga-
nizes fi rst-work experience programs 
(the Odd Job Squad) for younger stu-
dents to dip their foot in the working 
world.

But so far this year the chamber has 
been unable to fi nd a university stu-
dent to fi ll the position of youth en-
gagement leader to head up the 2023 
MYJC. 

“I’m just so terribly sad that we’re 
not going to be able to run it because 
it’s all about engaging youth in our 
community. It’s about having fun 
with youth and giving them valuable 
work experience,” Chateauneuf says, 

noting generations of Winklerites 
have made use of the centre’s services 
over the years.

The position usually runs from early 
May to mid-August. The chamber is 
going to keep the job open until June 
in the hopes someone can be found 
to launch the centre, even if it’s a few 
weeks later than usual.

Applicants will be given all the 
training they need to be successful in 
the job, Chateauneuf notes. The po-
sition calls for someone interested in 
working with youth and making con-
nections with employers in the com-
munity.

For more information on the job or to 
apply, contact Chateauneuf via email 
at director@winklerchamber.com.

On the hunt for a MYJC 
youth engagement leader
From Pg. 3

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888

nounced price increase com-
ing this summer, and now they 

need the community’s help to recoup those 
costs.

“Every little bit helps to pay off  that invest-
ment,” Oliveira says. “Any amount, really, 
but if we could raise around $70,000 that 
would be great.”

Salem Foundation interim board chair Hen-
ry Enns is feeling pretty confi dent the Pem-
bina Valley will come out to support the care 
home at this event.

“EVERY LITTLE 

BIT HELPS ...”
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By Ashleigh Viveiros

Visitors to Salem Home last week 
were greeted by a temporary front 
desk and a whole lot of construction 
noise going on behind a barricade 
surrounding the old offi  ce area.

Work has begun on installing a new 
wheelchair accessible front counter, 
explains CEO Karin Oliveira. 

“Eighty per cent of our residents are 
in a wheelchair and we have a num-
ber of residents that do business at the 
front offi  ce,” she says, explaining res-
idents often stop by the desk to mail 
letters or take out money to purchase 
gifts for their grandchildren or what-
not.

The old desktop towered over the 
eye level of a wheelchair-bound res-
ident, making it diffi  cult for them to 
comfortably sign paperwork or even 
just communicate with staff .

“With the counter being so high, it 
was hard even for the receptionist sit-
ting on the other side to sometimes 
see the residents who are on the other 
side,” Oliveira says.

The new counter will have a small 
higher area for walking visitors and a 

much longer lower section for wheel-
chair users.

The project also calls for some rear-
ranging of the offi  ce space itself, cre-
ating a dedicated room for miscella-
neous equipment and supplies.

“It will look a little bit cleaner for 
when people come in,” Oliveira says. 

The renos are being funded by the 
Salem Foundation and are expected 
to wrap up in six to eight weeks.

Meanwhile, renovations elsewhere 
in the building are also moving ahead 
nicely.

Phase two of the resident room up-
grades are well underway, Oliveira 
shares.

In this phase, 10 more rooms on the 
Cottonwood unit and 10 on Maple 
North have been gutted so they can 
be rebuilt to more modern, energy-ef-
fi cient standards. 

“The walls are being rebuilt, so the 
asbestos is gone,” Oliveira says, not-
ing right now they’re waiting on the 
installation of new air handling units. 
“All the electrical part is newly done, 
the plumbing is done.”

Those renovations are expected to 
wrap up by year’s end.

 SUPPLIED 
PHOTOS

Salem's old 

front offi  ce desk  

(above) wasn't 

very accessible 

to people in 

wheelchairs. The 

new one will look 

similar to the desk 

at right, with a 

lower counter.

Accessibility renos underway 
in Salem Home front office

“We live in a community where 
we do get that support,” he says. 
“We all get older, and we all want 
to prepare a place where people can 
be comfortable in the later part of 
their lives, where they can still en-
joy life and feel they’re being taken 
care of properly. And that’s because 
of the community support.”

(Enns further notes the founda-
tion board is always looking for 
new members—contact Salem for 
details.)

On the menu for the BBQ will be 
burgers, hot dogs, baked beans, 
coleslaw, chips, and Monster Smart-
ie cookies for dessert. 

Providing the musical enter-
tainment for the night will be The 

Janzen Boys, who take the stage 
starting at 5:15 p.m.

The group is a “rootsy, harmo-
ny-singing family trio” from Win-
nipeg made up of John Janzen and 
his teenage sons Simon and Mick.

There will also be raffl  e tickets 
available for a host of prizes, in-
cluding an outdoor fi re pit, home-
made quilts, and a Milwaukee Tool 
set, among others.

Supper will be served on Wednes-
day, May 24 from 5-7 p.m. at Salem 
Home’s south parking lot (165 15th 
Street).

Take-out orders are also be avail-
able by pre-ordering by May 23 at 
204-325-4316 or salemfoundation@
salemhome.ca.

 >  SALEM BBQ, FROM PG. 4

Winterfest hosting 
multicultural dance 
By Lorne Stelmach

Spring is cause for celebration, even 
if you are Morden’s Multicultural 
Winterfest.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
Morden's Multicultural Dance May 19 

will feature a host of cultural dance 

leaders teaching everyone all the right 

steps.

The organizers had the idea to host 
a multicultural dance this month after 
refl ecting on the success of February's 
Winterfest.

The festival returned this year with a 
new and expanded format where the 
annual celebration of the communi-
ty’s cultural diversity was spread out 
over a half dozen diff erent pavilion 
locations around Morden rather than 
the usual one location. 

“We had made some changes to 
the Winterfest event format this year 
which separated people a little bit,” 
said Shelly Voth, immigration co-or-
dinator for the City of Morden and a 
representative of the Winterfest orga-
nizing committee. “We were kind of 
missing some of that all together fun, 
and [the dance] was an idea we had to 
do a little something on the side and 

a little bit later that would bring back 
that idea of all cultures being together.

“It is a family-friendly event,” said 
Voth, who  noted the evening will 
feature dance leaders and music from 
around the world.

“There will be music playing the 
whole time, and a few places for peo-
ple to sit ... but it will be mostly get up 
and dance the whole time,” she said. 
“We’ve had a lot of fun with the dance 
aspect of the past Winterfests, and I 
think it will be fun to have people try 
out diff erent dances and just have a 
good time together.

“We’ve got about fi ve or six diff er-
ent people or groups lined up already 
who will lead a dance or play music 

or teach a dance. It will be about 15 
or 20 minutes of one type of cultur-
al dance and then we switch to the 
next.”

The dance takes place Friday, May 
19 from 7-9 p.m. at the Access Event 
Centre. It is free to attend, but orga-
nizers are asking people to register 
or pick up tickets so they know how 
many to expect.

You can fi nd the Morden Multicul-
tural Dance at eventbrite.com or stop 
in at 133 7th Street to pick up tickets.

“We think it will be something that 
can just really unite people and bring 
people together,” said Voth.
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Letter policy

to Canada to improve their odds at 
a good life given the labour short-
age in Canada at the time. Gowland 
was listed as an inmate of the District 
Leeds Union (Industrial School) at the 
age of 12 in Yorkshire, a Dickensian 
workhouse where the inmates would 
spend nine hours a day making shoes.

According to The Torontoist maga-
zine: “Once in Canada, the Barnardo 
children were fi rst sent to distribution 
centres, until a suitable placement 
could be found for them. These place-
ments were generally labour-based: a 
Barnardo child might expect to work 
on a family farm as an agricultural la-
bourer, or as some other form of do-
mestic servant.”

Gowland was a hired farmhand 
working for John (Jack) Brown about 
5 kilometres from Killarney near Tur-
tle Mountain. After lunch on May 
22, Brown left Gowland and his sis-
ter Georgina alone. Before he left, 
Brown’s sister mentioned she would 
be going to visit their neighbour Mrs. 
Eggerton but would be back by sup-
per.

According to a May 23, 1907 article 
in the Winnipeg Free Press, Gowland 
“was considered by those who knew 
him to be rather intelligent but pos-

sessed of a violent temper.”
After a little over an hour Brown 

returned and fi rst noticed something 
amiss when he discovered the horses 
were still stabled, something Gow-
land was supposed to have seen to. 
Brown entered his home to discover 
what can only be described as a hor-
rifi c and gruesome crime scene where 
his sister had been savagely mur-
dered and Gowland incapacitated by 
an attempted suicide. Beyond this the 
details are too brutal to relate here.

Gowland documented the circum-
stances in a written confession: “Last 
Wednesday I was ploughing for oats. 
About twelve o’clock I came in to din-
ner and went out and sat on the veran-
da and John went out to feed the pigs. 
Georgina called me an English brat. 
Jack was just going to town. When 
Jack was away about ten minutes past 
one, I had my boots and stockings off . 
I took my razor with me. Georgina 
was standing at the south window 
on the fl oor. I went in and took hold 
of her and started wrestling with her. 
She got me down and took the razor 
from me. I got the razor back and ... ”

It was noted in the court documents 
that on the Sunday prior to the mur-

R
ecently I have been 
doing some histor-
ical research (for 
fun) on Morden and 
stumbled across the 

original court documents of 
doomed murderer Lawrence 
(or Laurence, depending on 
the record) Gowland from his 
unsuccessful appeal of his 
conviction.

For those who do not know, Lau-
rence Gowland was the fi rst and 
only prisoner sentenced to death by 
hanging and exe-
cuted in Morden 
at the courthouse 
for the murder of 
25-year-old Geor-
gina Brown. He 
was one of 710 
people in Cana-
da who have been 
sentenced to death 
between 1763 and 
the abolishment of 
capital punishment in 1976. 

According to court and genealogi-
cal documents, Gowland was almost 
20 years old when he committed his 
crime in May of 1907. 

He was born in North Allerton, 
Yorkshire, England in 1887 and came 
to Canada on the ship Southwark in 
1904 at the age of 18 along with 310 
other so-called Barnardo Boys. They 
disembarked in Quebec on route to 
Toronto.

Barnardo Boys were a project of Irish 
evangelical Christian Thomas Barnar-
do who would send “destitute boys” 

The terrible tale of Lawrence Gowland

By Peter 
Cantelon

Continued on page 7
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Notice of Environment Act Proposal
Manitoba Environment and Climate invites public comment on the 
following proposal:
DECOR CABINETS LTD. – CABINET MANUFACTURING 
FACILITY – FILE: 6167.00
Decor Cabinets Ltd. filed an Environment Act Proposal to continue 
operating a cabinet manufacturing facility at 200 Route 100 in the City 
of Morden. The facility manufactures cabinets completed with wood 
veneer, or PVC banding. Mitigation measures are in place to manage 
and control air emissions.
Anyone likely to be affected by the above operation and who 
wishes to comment on the proposal should contact Eshetu 
Beshada, Senior Environmental Engineer, in writing or by email at  
Eshetu.Beshada@gov.mb.ca not later than June 5, 2023 
Further information is available from the Public Registry:  
www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to this proposal is public and will 
be available to the proponent and placed on the public registry per 
Section 17 of The Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate

Box 35, 14 Fultz Boulevard
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6

Toll Free: 1-800-282-8069
Fax: 204-945-5229

Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries

der Brown had discovered that Gowland had 
been spying on his sister through a hole he had 
carved in the wall between their rooms. 

Having been sentenced to death Gowland was 
kept in a cell at the courthouse in Morden. A 
scaff old had been constructed and was report-
ed to be 85 feet from the cell. Once Gowland’s 
journey was made to the scaff old at approx. 7:47 
a.m., a brief sermon was delivered by a Rev. Wi-
ley followed by the Lord’s Prayer. When Wiley 
pronounced the words “thy kingdom come” the 

executioner pulled a leaver and Gowland, with 
noose around his neck, dropped through a trap 
door on Friday the 13th, December 1907. 

According to sources it took Gowland more 
than six minutes to die.

The story of Lawrence Gowland and Georgina 
Brown is the stuff  of nightmare and more than 
enough to inspire ghost stories. 

As far as anyone knows his remains are still 
buried on the courthouse property somewhere 
in an unmarked grave.

Community fdns. launch Pay It Forward May
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Community Founda-
tion (WCF) and the Morden Area 
Foundation (MAF) are teaming up 
once again for a month-long cam-
paign in kindness.

The two agencies kicked off  Pay It 
Forward May 2023 this 
week by having board 
members visit various 
local businesses armed 
with boxes of gift do-
nuts and a simple mes-
sage: pass the kindness 
on.

“We know there’s so 
much kindness that 
happens year-round in 
this community, but this 
is a month for us to re-
ally focus on it and en-
courage others to maybe step up and 
go a little out of their comfort zone to 
do something for someone else with-
out expecting anything in return,” 
says Myra Peters, WCF executive 
director. “We can all see the impact 
when people are working together, 
paying it forward in our community 
and making a diff erence.”

It doesn’t have to be some grand 
gesture.

“It could be some kind of yard work 
or sharing some baking or even just a 
visi. It’s about connecting with some-
body that maybe you wouldn’t oth-
erwise have connected with,” Peters 
says. “What we’re hoping is for peo-

ple to step out and do 
something for some-
one that isn’t expect-
ing it and just really 
change their day. You 
never know what im-
pact that could have 
on a person.”

It can be hard to 
gauge how many acts 
of kindness are done 
during Pay It For-
ward May—many 
people are loathe to 

toot their own horns—but Peters says 
they hear stories every year of people 
paying for the person behind them in 
line at the drive-thru or checkout or 
anonymously cleaning up a neigh-
bour’s yard. Businesses get in on the 
action as well, hosting community 
events or service work projects.

“The stories we have seen and heard 

"THE STORIES 

WE HAVE SEEN 

AND HEARD ARE 

INSPIRING AND 

HEARTWARMING."

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Area Foundation board members headed out Monday to deliver Pay It 

Forward May donuts. The Winkler Community Foundation did the same Tuesday.

are inspiring and heartwarming,” Pe-
ters says, urging people to share those 
stories with them on social media or 
by contacting the two foundations di-
rectly. 

“I know it’s not in people’s na-
ture to share when they’ve done a 
good deed, but we would love if 
they would share with us so we can 
share and inspire others,” stresses 
MAF coordinator Lynda Lambert. 

“It’s always good when you hear of 
other good things that are going on. 

“Even if it’s not you—you heard 
about it, you witnessed it ... we don’t 
have to mention any names, just high-
light the act of kindness.”

You can check out the WCF and 
MAF social media accounts for more 
stories of how the two communities 
are paying it forward all through the 
month.

Morden Fire hosts annual book sale this weekend
By Lorne Stelmach

This weekend off ers a great opportunity to 
stock up on your summer reading while also 
supporting a good cause.

Morden Fire and Rescue is holding its annu-
al book sale Friday and Saturday at the Access 
Event Centre.

“We usually take in around $3,500 to maybe 
$5,000,” estimated Chief Andy Thiessen. “We 
have usually split that with a project we have 
been working on and then give the other half to 
the Children’s Hospital, but this year all funds 
will go the Children’s Hospital to the burn unit.

“We’ve come across some incidences where 

children have gotten some pretty bad burns ac-
cidentally ... this is a good opportunity for us to 
help them a little bit.”

The fi re department started the sale about a 
decade ago after connecting with the organiz-
ers of a similar giant fundraising book sale in 
Winnipeg.

“They were looking for a place for their left-
over books, so we became the next stop ... a cou-
ple years here and there we  were actually able 
to donate those leftover books again one more 
time,” said Thiessen.

“The last couple of years now we have done 
it in conjunction with the library here ... and 
they’re actually helping us out again this year 

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

as well,” he noted. “They’re going to be displaying books 
and setting this up for us a couple days ahead of time, 
and they’re even going to work Friday during the day and 
they will take over in the evening and all day Saturday.”

The sale goes Friday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A bag full of books is $10.
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Winkler author, life coach releases first book

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Anita Froese’s vision board is one task lighter af-
ter the launch of her fi rst book, The Struggle to Be 
Real, at the Winkler Arts and Culture Centre last 
week.

The health and life coach has poured a lifetime 
of lessons learned from personal experiences into 
the book, which seeks to arm readers with tools to 
access their authentic selves.

“It’s been a dream of mine for about 10 years 
now,” Froese shares. “I started writing a year ago 
and for me, really, it was therapy. 

“I’m a life coach and I’m always telling my cli-
ents to journal, because it’s free therapy. So that’s 
what this started out as. And then it got to the 
point where I thought, okay, I think there’s a book 
here.”

Aimed primarily at female readers, The Struggle 
to Be Real looks at the pressure society places on 
women to be perfect, and the dehabilitating eff ect 
that can have.

Using her personal anecdotes coupled with life 
coach observations, Froese addresses themes that 
include worthiness, motive, imposter syndrome, 
staying focused on life goals, and the imaginary 
world of social media, among others.

“I just want women to know that they are beau-
tiful just the way they were created,” she says. 
“The whole shame culture, you don’t need to live 

there, you don’t need to be in fear of it. 
“I just want people to be encouraged that they’re 

not alone, that they should be able to fi nd their 
circle of trusted friends they can talk to, and not 
to live in shame and guilt.”

There are also chapters dealing with challenges 
that can arise in a marriage and discussing the 
“seasons of change” every woman goes through 
in her life.

If there’s one thing Froese hopes readers will 
take away from this book, it’s advice to “fi nd 
some healing and fi nd peace” in their lives.

Since the book came out a few weeks ago, Fro-
ese had already received a lot of positive feedback 
that has her feeling pretty encouraged it’s having 
the impact she hoped it would.

One early reader shared, “I’ve had people in my 
life that have already benefi ted from your trans-
parency.”

Hearing things like that get Froese choked up 
and makes all the hard writing work over the past 
year worth it. It also has her pondering whether a 
second book is in her future. 

“I feel like maybe there’s another one in there,” 
she says.

The Struggle to Be Real: The Journey to Being Au-
thentic is on the shelves at Winkler’s Shopper’s 
Drug Mart, the Trust God Now book store, and at 
the Outpost Grill. You can also purchase it from 
Froese’s website, thefortifi edlifestyle.com.

Anita Froese Anita Froese 

with her new with her new 

book, released book, released 

at a launch at a launch 

event at event at 

Winkler Arts Winkler Arts 

and Culture and Culture 

last week. It's last week. It's 

available now available now 

online and at online and at 

local retailers.local retailers.
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Anita Froese's 'The Struggle to be Real' guides readers to 
their authentic selves

By Lorne Stelmach

The Back 40 Festival hopes an ac-
claimed and award-winning act will 
help draw a crowd to this year’s 
event.

Joey Landreth and his band the 
Bros. Landreth were announced at 
the recent 70s Show fundraiser as the 
headliner for the music festival taking 
place Sunday, June 4 in Morden Park.

The aim was to get a bigger name to 
help boost the attendance this year, 
explained chairperson Scott Bell.

“Coming out of last year, it was 
the fi rst festival in a long time that 
lost money, so we wanted to kind of 
re-evaluate how we were approach-
ing the festival,” he said.

“One thing we decided on was, be-
cause of the amazing music scene 
that’s happening in the area right now, 

we fi gured we could fi ll the day with 
all the amazing singer-songwriters 
and bands we have within our local 
area here,” said Bell. “We also wanted 
to bring in a recognizable headliner 
that would draw people and cap the 
day off  in a really special way.”

Like his music, there’s a wide di-
versity to Landreth’s career. He blurs 
the boundaries between genre and 
discipline, writing his own songs one 
minute and contributing to other mu-
sicians’ projects the next. 

From his ongoing eff orts with The 
Bros. Landreth—the Juno-winning 
band he launched with his broth-
er David in 2013—to his production 
work for acclaimed songwriters like 
Leith Ross, he has spent the past de-
cade creating a soundtrack for the 
current era.

Joey Landreth to headline Back 40

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Joey Landreth and the Bros. Landreth 

will headline the June 4 Back 40 folk 

festival.Continued on page 9
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

SPRING FEVER!
DOORCRASHERS - DOORCRASHERS

PROPET COOPER

$115.99
MERRELL HIS & HERS

FLY STRIKER GTX 

$115.99

WESTERN BOOTS FOR 
THE WHOLE FAMILY

20% OFF BIKER BOOTS 
JACKETS & CHAPS

20% OFF
CSA WORK SHOES HIS & HERS

25% OFF
DRYSHODS

20% OFF

"Do What You Are" speakers 
inspire Morden students
By Lorne Stelmach

Her own search to discover her iden-
tity helped inspire Maja Piekarska to 
do something that might help others 
with the same quest.

The Morden Collegiate student and 
youth member of Morden city council  
has initiated what she's dubbed Do 
What You Are events featuring local 
speakers who share about themselves 
and their careers.

Her hope is that it may in some small 
way help youth answer the question 
of who they are and who they want 
to be.

“That thought has lingered in my 
mind,” Piekarska said, recalling start-
ing Grade 9 wondering how one fi nds 
and pursues their calling post-gradu-
ation. Do What You Are seeks to pro-
vide kids with a bit of guidance and 
advice.

One session earlier this spring fea-
tured Robyn Wiebe of Golden West 
Broadcasting, and last week had City 
of Morden marketing and communi-
cations co-ordinator Daniel Rocha Lo-
pez addressing students.

“I think it’s a great idea. Anything 
that gets our youth talking about 
what they’re thinking about the fu-
ture, it’s always good ... I think it’s a 
great initiative,” he said after his pre-
sentation.

The heart of Rocha’s message cen-
tred around the fear you may feel 

when you are young and so uncertain 
about things.

“I was afraid to not meet the stan-
dards ... I think that’s something the 
younger generations need to learn 
to deal with and not be scared of 
things,” he said. “Always be willing 
to try something diff erent and always 
learn things.”

“We loved seeing so many young 
people come together. Seeing students 
interested in discovering their career 
paths was amazing,” said Piekarska.

“I really hope that what they get 
from this is that it’s okay to fail, and 
it’s okay to not be good at something, 
and it’s okay to try and try again,” 
she added. “[Speakers] talk about 
how the path isn’t always straight; it’s 
bumpy, it’s rough, and there isn’t one 
clear cut way to get to the fi nish line.

"I really want them to learn it’s okay 
to take a break, to step back and re-
think your route and go at it again.”

She has been encouraged by the in-
terest shown by other students.

“Students came up to me and they 
were eager, and they were asking me 
when’s it happening, where’s it hap-
pening ... I love the support that Do 
What You Are is receiving. It’s always 
so much fun too,” said Piekarska. 
“I’m defi nitely even learning so much 
about myself through this event ... 
and hearing from these people and 
hearing their stories is really inspir-
ing.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden city council youth member Maja Piekarska with Do What You Are guest 

speaker Daniel Rocha last week, addressing Morden Collegiate students.

And his appearance comes at a time 
when the Landreth name has earned 
a lot of attention, including winning 
a Juno for best contemporary roots 
album in Canada and having their 
song “Made Up Mind” earn a Gram-
my for Bonnie Raitt. In addition, it 
was recently announced they will be 
playing at Eric Clapton’s Crossroads 
Festival in September in Los Angeles 
and have equal billing with people 
like Clapton, Sheryl Crow and John 
Mayer.

“In terms of name recognition ... 
Joey Landreth, for me, was some-
one I would hire every year. I think 
he’s amazing ... and amazingly, we 
reached out and he was available and 
willing to come out and do our festi-
val,” said Bell.

“We’ve had him before, and he per-
formed brilliantly, and he’s just the 
nicest person to work with in this 
capacity,” he added. “We’ve kind of 
had a front seat to their development 
as a band, and now seeing the new 

heights they’re reaching is really ex-
citing.”

Lulu and the Tomcat will be the 
hosts and emcees for the festival, 
and a variety of local acts will round 
out the lineup. That includes Lakes 
and Pines, Warren Friesen and L’il 
Plugger, Derek Helps and the Heart 
Cramps, Mason Weselowski, Tala-
degga Greg, Mason Strange, Joey 
McNair, Joe Wilson, Steve Keys and 
Jenessa Kehler as well as members of 
M’Ladies.

A special set that the festival has 
wanted to do for sometime will also 
be featured that day.

“We’re going to do a tribute to The 
Last Waltz. We had planned that for 
a couple of occasions that had to be 
postponed or cancelled, so we decid-
ed we would open the festival with 
that this year ... that will involve a 
variety of local musicians playing to-
gether,” said Bell. “We’re excited, and 
now landing Joey Landreth was the 
icing on the cake.”

>  BACK 40, FROM PG. 8
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South Western Manitoba’s
Only Asphalt Plant

Located in Morden, MB
284 Willcocks Rd.

CALL 204-254-7761
FOR PICKUP OR INSTALL PRICING

estimating@bayviewconstruction.caOR EMAIL

ASPHALT & PAVING
EXPERTS

Parking Lots  Driveways
Roads  Pathways

Local students medal 
at Skills Manitoba

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
W.C. Miller Collegiate 

Gr. 12 student Riley 

Banman (above) brought 

home a silver medal in 

carpentry from the Skills 

Manitoba competition 

last month. A trio of 

Winkler students placed 

third in their respective 

events, including Nathan 

Dueck (left) in automotive 

technology.

By Lorne Stelmach

Local students showed off  their 
skills at the 2023 Skills Manitoba com-
petition in Winnipeg last month.

A handful of students from the Red 
River Technical Vocational Area (RRT-
VA) were part of over 475 high school, 
post-secondary, and apprentice stu-
dents who competed in 42 skilled 
trades and technology contests in six 
industry sectors.

Among them was Riley Banman, 
who is a carpentry student at W.C. 
Miller Collegiate in Altona. He came 
home with a silver medal in carpen-
try.

“It was kind of nerve-wracking. It 
was nerve-wracking up until I started 
going, and then from then on I started 
feeling more confi dent,” Banman said 
of the experience.

“He certainly enjoys the work and 
competing  and even stepping out 
of his comfort zone to try something 
diffi  cult,” said teacher Andy Reimer, 
who spoke highly of the Grade 12 
student, noting he  spent a lot of time 
preparing for the competition.

“He had to do a lot of that on his own 
time ... on Fridays, I think, he would 
take time off  from work to be able to 
practise up and get his skills to anoth-
er level,” said Reimer. “He defi nitely 
puts in the extra time and eff ort.”

Winners at the provincial compe-
tition are eligible to be part of Team 
Manitoba at the Skills Canada nation-

al competition in Winnipeg May 24-
27.

Other local students who have that 
opportunity alongside Banman in-
clude Garden Valley Collegiate’s 
David Sterkel, who studies electrical 
technology at Northlands Parkway 
Collegiate and won bronze in electri-
cal installation; GVC's Nathan Dueck, 
who earned a bronze in the automo-
tive technology category; and GVC’s 
Alyssa Wall, who studies esthetics at 
NPC and who was able to advance 
directly to the national competition 
after the provincial event for her cate-
gory didn’t happen. 

For Banman, it almost seemed pre-
destined that he would be pursuing 
carpentry, given his father Henry op-
erates H & S Roofi ng. 

“I’ve been working there for a cou-
ple of years already during the sum-
mer and in my spare time as well,” he 
said. “We do lots of work on northern 
reserves as well.”

Part of the appeal of the job is know-
ing you have had a part in something 
that can be so important and long 
lasting, Banman observed.

“If you’re building a house, that 
house is going to be there for quite a 
long time ... so knowing that is kind 
of cool,” he said. “And I’ve gone to 
help build a church, so that church is 
an important part of the community.

Continued on page 11
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SCCR fashion show returns

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
South Central Cancer Resource last week celebrated the return of its popular spring fashion show, which 

hasn't been held since pre-pandemic in 2019. The 2023 edition raised over $50,000 before expenses for 

the agency, which off ers support for people battling cancer.

By Lorne Stelmach

A major fundraiser for South Central Cancer 
Resource returned in a big way last week.

The fashion show gala last Thursday in Mor-
den raised both funds and awareness, featuring 
volunteer models who have been touched by 
cancer in some way as well as a speaker who of-
fered a glimpse of her battle with the disease.

“It’s too early to determine the net proceeds, 
but the initial estimate is that we took in just 
over $50,000 before expenses,” said fashion 
show chairperson Dianne Mestdagh. “I would 
call the event a huge success. The fashions were 
beautiful, and the models did an outstanding 
job and received a standing ovation from the 
sold-out crowd.”

Mackenzie Gaultier of Roseisle shared about 
her journey with brain cancer since her diagno-
sis in the fall of 2021.

“I didn’t have any signs or symptoms ... one 
minute I was healthy, 28, enjoying life and my 
family. The next minute our whole lives were 
turned upside down, and I was diagnosed with 
brain cancer,” she said.

Gaultier recalled the day when her life changed 
forever.

A few days after a busy weekend of doing pho-
tography for two weddings, she suddenly woke 
up, screamed, fell on the fl oor and went into a 
grand mal seizure.

It was determined she had an egg-size tumour 
in her left frontal lobe. An MRI showed she 
would need brain surgery as soon as possible.

“This was a lot to think about, a lot to process 
... brain surgery, the risks involved, too many for 
me to tell you,” said Gaultier, noting as well that 
she would be awake for the surgery because it 
was dealing with the part of the brain that con-
trols language. That meant they wanted her to 
be talking during the surgery to help determine 

how much of the tumour they could take with-
out harming her brain function.

“I love to talk, so I was an A-plus patient,” 
she joked. “I’m grateful to say the surgery went 
amazingly well. I feel I had the best care while 
at Health Sciences Centre ... they were the true 
miracle workers.”

She was able to be sent home only two days 
after the surgery, returning 12 days later for an 
appointment with her neurosurgeon. It was then 
that she received a diagnosis of stage three brain 
cancer.

“My surgeon told me I would never know 
the cause of this cancer ... he also told me I will 
never be considered cancer free,” Gaultier said. 
“This tumour will grow back. It could be years 
and years from now or it could be sooner than I 
would like, but the hope is that I can live many 
years of my life.”

What followed was radiation and chemothera-
py treatments that came with seven pages cover-
ing side eff ects.

“I have to say that being a cancer patient, I feel 
like a VIP of the medical world. The care and 
communication has been amazing,” said Gault-
ier, who cited the example of having a reaction 
during second round of chemo but being able to 
immediately speak to an on-call oncologist.

Gaultier off ered a positive message to others 
who fi nd themselves facing cancer.

“Often cancer is a terminal illness, sometimes 
it isn’t, and everyone’s story is diff erent,” she 
said, speaking then as well of the reactions from 
people when they learn about her diagnosis. “A 
few times I’ve had to console someone I barely 
knew about my life and my cancer. They were 
the ones crying on my shoulder.

“I often am reminding people in my life that 
I’m still Mackenzie, cancer or no cancer. I’m 
still me ... more often than not, I say we all have 

problems.
“Having cancer of course has been life changing ... it 

shows us that life is short, much too short, and it hum-
bles us to not take life for granted.”

She concluded by saying how much her family is “for-
ever grateful for the support we received during this 
challenging time ... I know personally how much SCCR 
helps cancer patients and their families in this area.”

Mestdagh noted they were so grateful to be able to hold 
this event again for the fi rst time since 2019.

It is especially meaningful to have cancer survivors, 
those still receiving treatment, and supportive family 
members serving as models who showcased clothing 
and accessories from local retailers Fashions by Co-op, 
Knockabouts, Livienne Bridal, Copper and Sparrow, and 
Focal Point Vision Care.

“I’m so grateful to the community for their overwhelm-
ing support for the event. Tickets sold out very quickly. 
After 24 hours of going on sale we had only seven tickets 
left,” Mestdagh said. “Area businesses were very gener-
ous with donations, both cash and prizes.

“I’m extremely thankful to the planning committee, 
models and volunteers who dedicated so much time and 
eff ort to make the evening a success.”

“I defi nitely see myself working alongside my dad 
and potentially taking over, but I can also maybe see 
myself eventually starting something on my own.”

Reimer said the success of local students in some-
thing like Skills Manitoba refl ects well on the RRTVA 
programs running throughout the region. 

“We’re very proud of the program, and rightfully so 
... we have some fantastic teachers and lots of com-
munity support.”

 >  SKILLS MANITOBA, FROM PG. 10
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Blooming Still Life takes over WA+C

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

Bloom Floral Creative hosted its 

Blooming Still Life show at Winkler Arts 

and Culture Friday night, featuring 

fl oral art displays, live classical music, 

and ballet dancers.

and fl oral scents last weekend as Bloom Floral Creative hosted its 
Music Box Blooming Still Life exhibition.

The big night was on Friday where ticket-holders were treated to 
champagne, hors d’oeuvres, and live classical music and dance as 
they checked out the unique fl oral displays that dotted the main 
gallery space. 

Those displays were also left up for the general public to enjoy 
on Saturday and for a few days this week too, for as long as the 
fl owers held out.

The event served to celebrate the Winkler fl oral shop’s fourth an-
niversary and to provide, for the second year in a row, a local op-
tion for a fi ne art experience, says Madison Schiller, who headed 
up the show alongside fellow Bloom owner Kristina Peters.

“We thought it would be a cool way to bring something bigger 
and bring something more artistic to Winkler,” she says, explain-
ing they drew inspiration from the Winnipeg Art Gallery’s annual 
Art in Bloom fl oral show. They wanted to give local art-lovers the 
chance to experience something similar closer to home.

“We wanted to bring something here that was elevated and 
beautiful,” Schiller says.

The inaugural show in 2022 sold out. The 2023 edition, moving 
to take place at the art gallery and with a higher price per ticket, 
only had a few tickets still available when the doors opened.

“We have more fl owers this year, full catering,” says Schiller, not-
ing they were really aiming to make it an option for a romantic 
date night or classy night out with the girls.

The fl oral displays all off ered a take on how a child looks at the 
world.

“It started with one over arching idea of a very wonder fi lled, 
childlike perspective,” Schiller explains of the music box theme. 
“And I kind of grew it from there.

“Each piece is individually planned. Every single fl ower is writ-
ten down on the recipe to make something like this happen. So it’s 
defi nitely been a labour of love.”

It was a chance, Schiller went on, to “celebrate spring and cel-
ebrate how much we love fl owers. We love to share that with peo-
ple and so I think this is a wonderful opportunity.”

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler Arts and Culture was awash in colour 

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Upgrades continue at The Gardens 
on Tenth as donations roll in
By Lori Penner

A fundraising campaign to update 
the suites in The Manor and The Units 
at The Gardens on Tenth is getting 
closer to its $500,000 goal.

The project involves updating the 
suites, built in 1973 and 1965, respec-
tively. Both facilities off er 55+ inde-
pendent living with on-site services. 

The plan is to open up each suite, 
making them fully accessible. The 
outdated pony walls will be removed 
and walk-in showers, raised toilets, 
updated cabinets, and induction 
cooktops for safety will be added, as 
well as widening doorways and up-
dating lighting and fl ooring. Suites 
are upgraded as they become avail-
able.

Three suites at The Manor have been 

fully completed so far. Work is ongo-
ing in three more, with the goal to 
renovate all 18.

Tenant David Wiebe has been re-
siding at The Gardens for a number 
of years, in four older suites, and 
recently moved into his remodeled 
one-bedroom, 500 sq. ft suite in The 
Manor. 

“I really like it,” he says. “It’s a nice 
improvement.”

Once work is complete on the suites 
in The Manor, crews will move on to 
The Units, another apartment com-
plex within The Gardens campus 
built in 1965.

Ultimately, the plan is that The 
Gardens on Tenth will eventually be 
able to expand its Pathways Services 
program, a self and family managed 
home care option for residents, to these buildings.

Spearheaded by The Gardens’ board 
of directors, the community response 
since the initiative was launched 
in December has been enthusiastic. 
Through government grants, corpo-
rate and individual donations, the 
project is quickly reaching its funding 
goal.

The most recent $20,000 cheque 
presentation by Access Credit Union 
boosted the overall money raised to 
$320,000. 

Like many senior living complexes, 
upgrades are an opportunity not only 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
David Wiebe recently moved into a remodeled suite at The Manor. He is delighted 

with the new features and says it’s a great place to relax.

to improve accessibility, but give resi-
dents a feeling that they will continue 
to be cared for in a very comfortable 
environment,” explained Larry Dav-
ey, president and CEO of Access.

“Access is happy to be a part of that 
process and to ensure that our parents 
and grandparents, friends and loved 
ones, are given the attention they de-
serve.”

Meanwhile, fundraising will con-
tinue. 

Managing director Lisa Smiley says 
they already host several fundraisers 
at The Gardens every year. 

“Plus, the Quonset Brothers will be 
performing in our courtyard this fall. 
We’re going to start doing monthly 
suppers that invite the community in, 
as well as our tenants.”

Donations to the project can be 
made at the front desk of The Gar-
dens offi  ce, or cheques marked for 
the renovations can be mailed to the 
organization.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Access Credit Union recently made 

a donation of $20,000 towards The 

Gardens on Tenth’s renovation project, 

bringing the fundraising campaign to 

$320,000. The senior living complex 

hopes to raise $500,000 to upgrade 

aging suites to make them more 

accessible.
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New software will streamline info. at Altona Rec. Dept.
By Lori Penner

The Altona Recreation Department will be using new 
software to manage and schedule their various programs 
and events.

ACTIVE Net is a recreation management software that 
will assist them in overseeing the entire department 
through one system. 

Recreation services manager Eric Hildebrand says the 
main parts of the system will allow Altona and area resi-
dents the opportunity to register online for all recreation 

By Voice staff 

The Gretna arena is getting a major 
overhaul to improve its energy effi  -
ciency, accessibility, and safety.

The federal government last week 
announced $798,000 in funding for 
the project. 

“Arenas are at the heart of small 
towns across Canada,” said Dan Van-
dal, Minister of Northern Aff airs, on 
behalf of Intergovernmental Aff airs, 
Infrastructure and Communities Min-
ister Dominic LeBlanc in a statement 
announcing the funding. “These im-
portant renovations to the Gretna 
arena will ensure more people have 
access to their local rink and save the 
Municipality of Rhineland money on 
electricity and water use.”

The project will see the arena’s roof 
and wall insulation improved, all ex-
terior doors and windows replaced, 
the ventilation system upgraded, and 
outdated water fi xtures replaced with 
new low-fl ow models.

These enhancements are expected to 
reduce the facility’s energy consump-

tion by an estimated 30.7 per cent and 
greenhouse gas emissions by 0.17 
tonnes annually.

Work will also be done to upgrade 
the arena’s entrance, install accessi-
bility signage, and renovate the pub-
lic washrooms to make the building 
more accessible to people with dis-
abilities.

The installation of non-slip fl ooring 
in the viewing area and washrooms 
and upgrades to the fi re safety and 
exiting system will also serve to en-
hance building safety.

“This grant allows the Local Urban 
District of Gretna to rehabilitate the 
Gretna arena facility, in order to con-
tinue to meet the needs of both cur-
rent and future residents of the com-
munity,” noted Rhineland Reeve Don 
Wiebe. “The project will improve the 
energy effi  ciency, required safety up-
grades, and create a more accessible 
space.”

The Municipality of Rhineland is 
contributing $435,500 in local funds 
to the renovations.  

Gretna arena upgrade receives 
major federal funding

Friesens supports Altona FD
Friesens employee-owner Mike Letkeman recently presented  Altona Fire 

Chief Greg Zimmerman with a donation of $7,324 on behalf of the company. 

The funds came via Friesens’ employee-directed giving program, where 

staff  vote on which local organizations to support. “Friesens has been a 

long-term supporter of the Altona Fire Department,” noted company CEO 

Chad Friesen. “We appreciate the care and risk the local fi refi ghters provide 

to keep the community safe.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

We want to hear from you. 
The Voice connects people 

through stories to build stronger communities.
Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 

recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? A 
teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown hero? A 
sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or expansion? 

A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?
Please share your story ideas at 

news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

What’s                 story?  

programs and activities.
It will also be used for campground reserva-

tions and internally for scheduling facility book-
ings, including an arena schedule, baseball dia-
mond schedules, and so on.

“These are just a few of the main uses for the 
software,” he says. “As we become more com-
fortable with the software, we may fi nd addi-
tional ways to utilize the multitude of options 
that the software will allow us 
to take advantage of.” 

Hildebrand says the need for 
the new program became ap-
parent when the Town of Altona 
updated their website last fall.

“It’s a nice, exciting new look 
for their website. But due to the 
new website provider, the Town 
lost its previous ability for on-
line recreation program regis-
trations, campground reservations, and facility 
booking capabilities.”

After months of research, they decided to go 
with ACTIVE Net as a replacement. It launches 
this week.

“We will be going live with our campground 
reservations on May 5, and later in May we’re 
hoping to be ready to take all swim lesson regis-
trations online as well,” Hildebrand says, noting 
past users will need to create a new account.

Hildebrand notes that there are some benefi ts 
in refreshing customer accounts.

“We had multiple duplicate names or a lot of ac-
counts that were no longer being used,” he said, 
pointing out there were a lot of defunct email ad-
dresses as well. “This will give people a chance 
to update their information, and to streamline 
things for everybody. 

“We have had the old software on our site for 
just over 10 years, and it’s nice for any website to 
be updated and refreshed and to get a nice new 

look. We’re very happy with 
the way the Town of Altona 
website appears now. It’s 
very mobile-friendly, as well. 
And we saw this as a great 
opportunity to update the 
recreation piece, as well.”

Like their previous system, 
payments will be processed 
online.

Hildebrand adds that not 
only will the new system be more user-friend-
ly from both the community and department’s 
standpoint, but it will also be more congruent 
and streamlined with the systems in other com-
munities.

“Our neighbours in Winkler, Carman and in 
Portage la Prairie all use the same ACTIVE Net 
software and have all provided positive reports 
regarding its functionality and powerful fea-
tures.”

“WE WILL BE GOING LIVE 

WITH OUR CAMPGROUND 

RESERVATIONS ON MAY 5.”
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K Block makes its case 
for denied development
By Lorne Stelmach

The Manitoba Municipal Board 
heard an appeal last week on a pro-
posed rezoning for a new condo de-
velopment near the busiest intersec-
tion in Morden.

The proposal was previously reject-
ed by Morden city council, but K Block 
Developments appealed the decision 
to the provincial oversight body, and 
both the proponents and opponents 
made their case to the board at a hear-
ing last Wednesday.

“There’s a lot of issues happening 
right at that corner that we would 
like to see done fi rst before we get too 
much more traffi  c,” said city coun-
cillor and deputy mayor Gord Mad-
dock. “My thought is if we can hold 
it back a little bit ... we’ve got a lot 
of things ahead of us that we’ve got 
to get done fi rst ... and we’ve got to 
make it fair to all of the developers in 
our community.” 

“Working closely with the planning 
department when we came up with 
the design, we thought that we had 
tried to involve the City of Morden 
to come up with a plan,” said Frank 
Klassen in making the case for K 
Block Developments.

The proposal was to rezone the 
properties at 20 Victoria Street and 
227 First Street from residential 
two-family to residential multi-family 
to allow for the development of trio of 
three-storey, 16-unit buildings similar 
to those seen in Winkler at the corner 
of 15th Street and Highway 14. The 
proposal arose from K Block noting 
there is a strong interest for a similar 
complex in Morden. 

Opponents however had noted the 
Winkler development does not have 
single-family residences directly ad-
jacent to it. They also cited a number 
of other concerns including the loss of 
privacy and the potential impact on 
their property values while also sug-
gesting there are better locations in 
the city for this kind of development.

The impact on what is already heavy 
traffi  c in the area of First Street and 
Victoria Street/Highway 3 was a key 
concern cited by not only area resi-
dents who spoke in opposition to the 
plan but by council as well, and that 
concern was stressed again at the last 
week’s hearing.

Klassen cited the need for aff ordable 
housing and more housing options 
overall and pointed to a city report 

Members of the Manitoba 

Municipal Board were in 

Morden last week to discuss 

K Block Development's 

appeal regarding a planned 

development at the east 

entrance of town.

making reference to  considering zon-
ing to help expedite developments. 

“I think there is a need of aff ord-
able housing in Morden,” he stressed, 
suggesting this development “will fi t 
well within this context and provide 
much-needed housing in the area ... 
I think that this area would be very 
suitable for condominiums or rental 
property.”

Klassen also noted some of the is-
sues raised by opponents can be mit-
igated.

“Some public concerns seemed ei-
ther irrelevant or could be addressed 
through the development agree-
ments,” he said, citing the example of 
trees that will remain in place to help 
address privacy.

Rather than having a negative im-
pact on property values, Klassen said 
that “typically, new construction in-
creases the value of neighbouring 
properties.”

He also suggested the increase in 
traffi  c would be minimal.

“Considering the already high traffi  c 
volumes ... [it] will only be increased 
by a very small percentage.”

Some discussion then revolved 
around a development proposal 
analysis and the possibility of approval for 20 units, which 
would mean just one building, at least for the time being. 

But K Block maintained 20 would not work for them. 
They were uncertain as to what else might be acceptable 
in terms of the number of units, as they see this as a larger, 
longer-term investment.

One municipal board member also questioned what guar-
antees there were that this development would truly be 
considered an aff ordable housing 
option.

“My major concern is the traffi  c,” 
said Maddock as part of the City of 
Morden presentation. “We’ve had a 
lot of accidents at the corner and to 
increase the traffi  c to this develop-
ment with only one way in and one 
way out is very concerning.”

He also cited the limited wastewa-
ter capacity right now, with current 
estimates that it would be limited to 
about 300 more dwelling units—an 
amount which was suggested could 
be fi lled within a four-year period.

A board member wondered however if it would be good 
to have a number of units that could be concentrated in one 
spot. 

Maddock suggested there are other locations better suited 
to a development like this, such as perhaps on the west end 
of town.

The board received a number of written presentations in 

Continued on page 17

“THERE IS 

A NEED OF 

AFFORDABLE 

HOUSING IN 

MORDEN ...”
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Taking the scenic route home from school
By Lori Penner

A local student decided to take the 
scenic route on his way home from 

school this spring.
Shaun Bauman attends Grade 8 at 

Horndean Christian School. He lives 
about 3.5 miles from the school and 

would normally be picked up along 
with his brother when the day was 
done.

But Bauman last month chose to 

make use of the kayak that was stored 
at his friend’s house near the school 
instead After all, opportunities like 
this don’t happen every day, and it 
was hard to resist the water that was 
still fl owing in the ditches along the 
road.

He just got the kayak last year and 
has been making as much use of it as 
possible, taking it down creeks and 
rivers, and on Lake Minnewasta. 

“I taught myself how to use it, and 
it’s pretty easy,” he says. “I really en-
joy it.”

One thing Bauman wasn’t counting 
on were the obstacles along the way. 

“The water was a few feet deep, but 
a kayak can fl oat in 10 inches easily. 
It took about three hours for me to 
get home. I had to carry it for about a 
mile, and I had to portage over drive-
ways and approaches. Plus, some of 
the ditches were still blocked with 
snow.

“It was hard work, and I got wet at 
times,” says Bauman. “I had my back-
pack strapped to the top. But it was 
fun, and I would do it again.”

 PHOTO BY BRETT MITCHELL/VOICE
Horndean Christian School Gr. 8 student Shaun Bauman took an alternate form of transportation home from school one 

day last month, making the most of the ditches being full of spring melt water.

RBC Fdn. donates $10K to ongoing 
education at Boundary Trails hospital
By Voice staff 

A donation from the RBC Foun-
dation is going to support ongo-
ing nursing education at Bound-
ary Trails Health Centre.

In honour of the upcoming Na-
tional Nursing Week, the foun-
dation has gifted BTHC with 
$10,000 to help cover certifi cation 
fees and allow the hospital to 
provide honorariums for speak-
ers on topics like palliative care, 
medical management of elder-
ly patients, and acute medical 
emergencies.

Other continuing education op-
portunities will include casting 
techniques, wound education, 
Applied Suicide Intervention 
Skills Training, and Pediatric Ad-
vance Life Saving.

“During the last few years, our 
nursing education days have 
been greatly missed and this 
grant gives us the opportunity to 
jumpstart our programs again,” 
said Joel Nelson, BTHC director 
of health services. “Nurses here 
are craving the opportunity to 
get back in a learning environ-
ment in order to work towards 

providing excellent care for our clients.”
National Nursing Week is held May 8-14 in honour of nurs-

ing pioneer Florence Nightingale. It’s designed to increase the 
awareness of the many contributions nurses make to the well-
being of Canadians. 

“RBC recognizes the impact that nurses have in our healthcare 
system is unparalleled. Dedicated, committed, and always an-
swering the call no matter the sacrifi ce, they are our caregivers 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
BTHC Emergency Room nurses Rebecca Dueck (left) and Amy 

Friesen are among the local staff  who will benefi t from the RBC 

Foundation's $10,000 gift to the hospital in support of ongoing 

education initiatives.

Continued on page 17
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Mennonite Historical Soc. 
hosts AGM at Neubergthal
By Lori Penner

The Manitoba Mennonite Histori-
cal Society (MMHS) annual general 
meeting Saturday drew a large crowd 
to the historic Commons Barn in Neu-
bergthal

Since it was founded in 1958, MMHS 
has continued to foster an under-
standing of and respect for the history 
and beliefs of the Mennonite people 
in the past and present, and to chal-
lenge them to give new expression to 
this heritage in the future.

The MMHS works with communi-
ties to promote historical research and 
publications, search out and preserve 
historical sites and Mennonite cem-
eteries. They also organize lectures 
and provide resources for school and 
organizations and encourage the ex-
pression of the Mennonite experience 
in various areas, such as literature, 
drama, history, fi ne arts, music, geog-
raphy, sociology, and religion.

They also work in cooperation with 
various Mennonite archives and mu-
seums to collect, preserve, and exhibit 
articles and documents of historical 
value.

Members and standing committees 
come from across the province.

MMHS president Conrad Stoesz re-
fl ected on 2022 and how things have 
become busier as they resume many 
of their activities post-pandemic. 

This included the unveiling of a 
plaque near Niverville which marks 
the buildings that Jakob Schantz built 
to house the Mennonite pioneers for 
the fi rst few weeks as they prepared 
to build new communities east of the 
Red River.

Their society magazine, Heritage 
Posting, under the guidance of Glen 
Klassen, continues to thrive, and this 
was the fi rst time in several years that 
MMHA representatives were able to 
attend national meetings in Saskatch-
ewan.

Stoesz noted a number of important 
anniversaries are coming up. 

“This past year marked the 100th 
anniversary of the move of 7,000 
Mennonites to Mexico because of 
heavy-handed assimilation poli-
cies of the provincial government in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. MMHS 
members were active in helping Men-
nonite Heritage Village, MHSC, and 
the Plett Foundation bring to fruition 
a traveling exhibits to mark the anni-
versary.”

That exhibit is on display at the MHC 
Gallery in Winnipeg and will spend 
the next two years traveling through 
Ontario and Western Canada.

Stoesz also noted that next year is 
the 150th anniversary of Mennonites 
in Manitoba, 2025 is the 500th anni-
versary of the Anabaptist Movement, 
and 2026 the 100th anniversary of 
Mennonites in Paraguay. 

The MMHS is encouraging commu-
nities to consider marking Manitoba 
Mennonite 150th in some way.

“Commemorating anniversaries 
and important events within a com-
munity is crucial in preserving and 
understanding the shared history 
and values that shape its identity,” he 
said. “It provides an opportunity for 
community members to come togeth-
er, refl ect on the past, and consider a 
legacy they wish to leave for future 
generations. It also helps to keep the 

memory of key moments and indi-
viduals alive, which can be a source 
of inspiration and pride.”

Stoesz told the audience that despite 
challenges such as lack of volunteers, 
increased costs, and reduced income, 
the work that the MMHS does is es-
sential to the communities they serve.

“Let’s remember that we’re not just 
collecting dusty books, torn docu-
ments, or broken furniture, but we are 
helping our communities to defi ne 
their identity—our identity.”

Stoesz also acted as keynote speaker 
at the AGM, transporting guests back 
130 years as he revisited the split of 
the West Reserve Bergthal in Manito-
ba and the formation of the Bergthal-
er and Sommerfelder churches in the 
1890s. 

The meeting also included a view-
ing of the fi lm Conform: The Mennonite 
Migration to Mexico. The documentary 
explores the challenges Mennonites 

faced in Canada and their journey to 
Mexico after the First World War. Di-
rector Andrew Wall was on hand to 
fi eld questions from the audience.

“The idea for the fi lm started in 2019. 
It took about a year to put together, 
do all the interviews and the re-enact-
ments,” he shared. “It’s a complicated 
sort of nuanced story, based on the re-
search that’s been done, and from the 
archives. We just try to tell the story of 
how it was.

“This is a story that needs to be told 
and shouldn’t be forgotten. It was a 
complicated story, and I think both 
sides didn’t really know what they 
were getting into. There was a portion 
of the communities who moved away 
because of the school issue, but the 
other half remained and adjusted and 
moved on. Their viewpoints were all 
valid and their perspective was worth 
remembering and looking at.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
During the MMHS annual general meeting in Neubergthal on April 29, president 

Conrad Stoesz provided an overview of events and projects the society was 

involved in during 2022 and also shared his research into local history.

opposition to the rezoning, with four 
speakers in attendance to also speak 
against it.

One wondered how only 50 parking 
spots for 48 units would be suffi  cient, 
as some residents may have two ve-
hicles and accommodation also needs 
to be made for visitors.

“Traffi  c and safety of pedestrians 
are major concerns,”  noted Robert 
Janzen, who also cited the number of 
accidents that happen in that area al-
ready.

He recalled doing his own traffi  c 
count on First Street last fall, and he 
estimated conservatively that could 
mean 3,000 or more vehicles in a day 

“I would consider First Street a 
major thoroughfare,” he said, then 
referencing the suggestion the devel-
opment might only add two per cent 
more traffi  c. “That’s two per cent of 
3,000 vehicles on an already overbur-
dened First Street.”

“And the need for aff ordable hous-
ing is not what’s in question here to-
day. It’s the location,” he reiterated, 
suggesting it simply “would be det-
rimental to the area. Many area resi-

and comforters during our deepest 
times of need,” said Kim Ulmer, RBC 
regional president. 

“We aim to give back to nurses 
through a donation supporting their 

continuing education and profession-
al development, to refresh their skills 
and open more opportunities for their 
career options and advancement.”

dents are opposed ... the addition of 
multi-family housing will cause traf-
fi c and safety problems.”

Two other speakers echoed the con-
cerns about high traffi  c volume as 
well as pedestrian traffi  c in the area. 
One also noted they bought their 

property for its larger size and priva-
cy, but this development would put 
12 balconies overlooking them just six 
feet from their property.

The board will make its decision on 
the appeal within 60 days.

 >  BTHC DONATION, FROM PG. 16

“Traffic and safety of pedestrians are major concerns”
From Pg. 15
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 PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENEL/VOICE
The Altona Basketball League kicked off  another season of competition Saturday. Above: 

League organizers with Mayor Harv Schroeder and Chad Friesen, CEO of main sponsor Friesens 

Aliya Kehler earns college softball honours
By Lori Penner

Altona’s Aliya Kehler was recently named the 2023 
Division III Louisville Slugger Player of the Week 
for her work on the fi eld on behalf of Bethany Lu-
theran College in Mankato, Minnesota.

The honour refl ects a fantastic week for the fresh-
man catcher, hitting .840 (10-for-12) with seven runs, 
a double, two home runs, nine runs batted in and a 
stolen base over the Vikings’ four games—all wins. 
She logged three multi-hit games, two multi-RBI 
games, and two games with two extra-base hits.

Winners of this weekly award are selected by the 
NFCA Division III Top 25 Committee, which has a 
representative for each of the 10 NCAA regions.

Kehler is helping lead the top off ense in the UMAC 
league so far this season. The Vikings lead the con-
ference in batting average (.383), doubles (55), tri-
ples (12), home runs (15), and slugging percentage 
(.527). At press time, Bethany Lutheran was current-
ly 11-0 in the league.

“It’s been absolutely amazing,” Kehler says. “I’m 
one of the fi rst Canadian students to receive this 
award so it’s really incredible to honour my country 
like this and to show them that a small town Cana-

dian girl can do this, too.”
She says overall the season has been going really 

well. 
“We were on a 15-game winning streak so our con-

ference games have been going great. We are a very 
strong team. We’re always able to battle it out.”

The Minnesota league plays against other state 
teams, as well as Wisconsin. 

“We’ve done a lot of travelling this season. We 
went to a tournament in Arizona over spring break, 
where we did okay. The school has really given me 
the opportunity to branch out to diff erent places.”

Coach Dan Nessler, Kehler says, is amazing. 
“He really drives us to do our best. He’s tough on 

us, but I’ve always preferred a coach that pushes me 
to do my best. He’s also super supportive.”

She’s also quick to laud her teammates.
“They’ve been so welcoming and are honestly 

some of my best friends and will be for the rest of 
my life.”

The team has come a long way, and Kehler predicts 
they’ll be heading to the regionals.

“When we started the off -season in January, we 
had a lot of losses under our belt and started in a 
rough patch. We had a big wakeup call coming into 

conference, and we really had to come together 
as a team to battle it back. 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Altona's Aliya Kehler was named the 2023 Division 

III Lousiville Slugger Player of the Week last month.

Corp. Right: Schroeder takes 

part in a ceremonial toss 

at centre court alongside 

Henry Deposoy (left) and 

Sean Cyrus Miguel. Left: 

Friesen does the same with 

Gab Garcia (left) and Bong 

Rantael. The league has six 

teams who will square off  

every Saturday afternoon 

at the W.C. Miller Collegiate 

gymnasium from 4-9 p.m. 

until July 1. Spectators are 

welcome.

Back on Back on 
the courtthe court

Continued on page 19
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By Ty Dilello

Although you don’t necessarily see 
her when taking in a Winnipeg Jets 
game on TSN, Roland’s Tessa Potter 
is a major part of the broadcast crew 
behind-the-scenes every night.

Potter was raised in Roland and 
lived there until she was 18 when she 
moved to attend school in Winnipeg. 

“My parents resided in Roland until 
a time approximately seven years ago 
when my dad moved to Morden af-
ter my mother’s passing,” said Potter. 
“So I have fond memories of pump-
kin fairs and my wedding and other 
times visiting the community I grew 
up in.”

Potter always wanted to work in 
media but did not aspire to become a 
reporter or work in front of the cam-
era. So she thought if she enrolled in 
two-year Electronic Engineer Tech-
nology at Red River College Poly-
technic, then she might have the skills 
needed for radio and television.

“As a 4-H student, I had learned to 
work with my hands and always en-
joyed using tools in my parent’s work-
shop at their antique store Wood-
walkers in Roland. I loved music and 
cameras and thought the technology 
to record, edit and transmit audio and 
video was like magic.”

Potter fi rst got her foot in the door 
with the Winnipeg Jets when she was 
part of an install team that helped 
build their new video in-house pro-

duction facility in 2015. After com-
pleting the project, she was asked to 
be part of the Jets team as a part-time 
technician supporting the Game Day 
production team for Manitoba Moose 
and Winnipeg Jets games.

Today, Potter’s role as Broadcast Li-
aison for True North and the Jets con-
sists of working and checking in with 
the technical producers of the Home 
and Away broadcasters who are tele-
vising the game.

In addition to working with the 
Winnipeg Jets, Potter has been able to 
travel the world with her job working 
with broadcast teams at various inter-
national live events.

“I’ve had the privilege of spending 
time in Paris, Moscow, and Tokyo, 
and last year spent four months away 
working the Olympics in Beijing, the 
Commonwealth Games in Birming-
ham, and then two months in Qatar 
for the World Cup of Soccer. My hope 
is there is work this summer in Aus-
tralia for the Women’s World Cup of 
Soccer and then back to Paris in 2024 
for the Summer Olympics.”

Potter has become a trailblazer for 
women in the broadcasting industry, 
which is predominantly a male-dom-
inated one. She also recently became 
the fi rst female president of a broad-
cast association in Canada when she 
took on the role with the Western 
Association of Broadcast Engineers 
(WABE). She hopes to use her plat-
form with WABE to advocate for the 

SUPPLIED PHOTO
Although you don’t necessarily see Roland’s Tessa Potter when taking in a 

Winnipeg Jets game on TSN, she is a major part of the broadcast crew behind-

the-scenes every night. This is Potter working in Qatar for the 2022 World Cup.

Roland’s Potter Is Winnipeg Jets broadcast liaison

industry, specifi cally for women and 
diversity in the sector.

“I was very fortunate to have en-
lightened managers and support-
ive team members who saw me as 
a hard-working technician fi rst and 
who have the desire to work with 

people who have not traditionally 
been in those environments. I’m now 
starting to see more women working 
as technicians in my industry, which 
is a great sign for things to come,” 
said Potter.

“I spent a lot of extra hours on the 
diamond, working hard. Softball is a 
huge mental game. There have been 
lots of challenges and I’ve had my fair 
share of strike outs too, but mentally 
I’ve been able to keep it in check and 
just keep battling it up.”

It’s a discipline, she says, that trick-
les down into everything she does.

“I chose this school because one of 
my friends goes here and encouraged 
me to check it out. It’s a small cam-
pus and I really love the vibe,” Kehler 
says. “As soon as I came here, I knew 
it was the school for me. School comes 
fi rst, but when there’s an opportuni-
ty to play softball as well, I just can’t 
pass it up.”

Kehler is currently majoring in psy-
chology and is pursuing a career in 

therapy.
She grew up in Altona and started 

off  playing softball at W.C. Miller Col-
legiate and for the Altona Angels. She 
went to play for Central Energy when 
she was 15.

“Central Energy allowed me to play 
at a higher level, which helped me 
pursue college ball,” Kehler says.

She also credits high school coaches, 
like Dana Falk and Jenn Dyck. 

“They really challenged me. They al-
ways pushed me and continue to en-
courage me to do my best to this day.”

But the biggest kudos goes to her 
parents, she says, for always being 
there for her. 

“I am so grateful for all the support 
they’ve given me over the years. Their 
constant support brought me where I 
am today.”

 

“Their constant support 
brought me where I am today”
From Pg. 18



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Lakeside Flight 
School is the most af-
fordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial cer-
tifi cates. We offer fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Cluck & Quack Poultry 
Club Auction. Poultry & 
small animals auction 
on Saturday, May 6, 12 
noon. Springfi eld Curl-
ing Club in Dugald, MB. 
For further vendor infor-
mation contact Danica 
Mutcher, email dani-
monica@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 1-204-
770-3857.

BUSINESS SERVICES
Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
f i rs tandsecondmor t
gages.ca

WANTED
WANTED: Buying 
estates, contents of 
homes, farms, barns, 
sheds, garages, etc. 
Buying most anything 
old & interesting! TEXT/
PHONE: 204-918-
1607. Junkies Estate, 
Salvage, Antiques & 
Oddities.

–––––––––––––––––
Wanted old advertis-
ing: dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, White 
Rose, Buffalo, Husky, 
Ford, GM, Dodge, Tire 
signs, Coke, Pepsi etc. 
Call 306- 221-5908

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to an-
nounce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
SPRING HIRING??? 
BOOK YOUR 2023 
BLANKET CLASSI-
FIED ADS NOW in the 
32 Weekly Manitoba 
Community Newspa-
pers to get your mes-
saging to be seen all 
over the province! Let 
people know in the 
Blanket Classifi eds! 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
call MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com
–––––––––––––––––

 Call 204-467-5836

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

CAREERS

CAREERS

CAREERS

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin
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FARMLAND TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF PEMBINA

Sealed tenders in writing for the purchase of the property described 
below will be received by McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP as 
follows:

McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY LLP
351 Main Street

Box 279
Manitou, MB  R0G 1G0

PROPERTY FOR SALE: 
NW 1/4 27-1-7 WPM EXCEPTING - ALL MINES AND MINERALS 
AS IN TRANSFER 84240 MLTO 
(Approximately 125 cultivated acres)
CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 
 knowledge of the property.
2.  Tenders must be placed and accepted on the entire above 
 described parcel of land.
3.  Tenders must be received on or before 3:00 p.m. on May 19, 2023.
4.  A deposit cheque in the amount of $20,000.00, payable to 
 McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby Trust, must accompany each 
 Tender. Deposit cheques accompanying unacceptable 
 bids will be returned.
5.  Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
6.  The land is not subject to a first right of refusal. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete 
 an agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender 
 must be paid on or before the date of closing which shall be 
 June 20, 2023, or evidence provided that the purchase funds will 
 be available under conditions acceptable to the Vendor.  If the 
 balance of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time 
 limit the deposit may be forfeited as liquidated damages and not 
 as a penalty.
3.  Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for 
 full payment are made following acceptance of tender. Once 
 arrangements acceptable to the vendor have been made, the 
 successful bidder may have access to the property for seeding and 
 other farming purposes. 
4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 
 commencing January 1, 2023.
5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or shall 
 self-assess for GST.

For further information, contact Chris H. Bowler
Phone: 204-723-2777

Fax: 204-723-2416
Email: chris@mmjslaw.com

Please Label Envelopes: “27-1-7 WPM Sale Tender”

GARAGE SALE 
EVENT

Lunch served at 
Centre on Main

Proceeds for 
Pedestrian Bridge.

 Contact Vicki to add 
your name to the 
garage sale list.

204-332-0112 

Plum Coulee 
TOWN WIDE 

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, May 6  

9am-3pm

HEALTH
Are you suffering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, min-
erals, lipids and water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & cartilage cell 
regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net
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Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

TENDER CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do 
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/.  enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the 
description. Applications should be made online with an attached 
resume. 

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

EMPLOYMENT

Winkler Day Care Centre 
has an opening for a 

positive, creative ECE II/III 
for a full-time position at 

5 days/week. 
If you:
1.  Enjoy facilitating children’s 
 learning through play and exploration, 
2. Ability to be flexible
3. Willingness to be part of the team
4.  Strong communication skills, attention 
 to details and the ability to work with 
 others and by yourself.
5.  Positive Friendly attitude.

Wage will be determined based on                 
experience and education.
We offer group pension, Extended health 
care including dental, disability and life    
insurance and paid personal days.

Qualifications:
Early Childhood Education II/III 
with a clear:
1.  Criminal record/vulnerable sector 
 check.
2. Clear child abuse registry check
3. First Aid/CPR or willing to obtain ASAP.

Resumes can be dropped off 
ASAP 

Tentative Start Date: May 1/23
851 Pembina Ave, 

Winkler, MB R6W 2N5
wdcc@mymts.net 

attn: Ang or Tatjana
204-325-9103

TENDER

JANITORIAL TENDER

Vickie.Addison@accesscu.ca.

 June 2, 2023, before 4:30 pm.

TENDERS MAY BE DELIVERED, MAILED OR EMAILED TO:

 Access Credit Union

       EMAIL:

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE POSITION 

with an EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in
Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden



OBITUARY OBITUARY

Dale Schultz (1945 – 2023)
Dale Schulz of Morden, MB passed away peacefully at the 

Boundary Trails Hospital at the age of 77 years on April 18, 2023 

with family at his side.

Dennis Dale Fredrick Schultz was born November 10, 1945 in the 

1-6 District to Fredrick and Cecilia (nee Knut).

Dale is survived by three sisters, Grace (Jake) Dyck of Morden, 

Sharon (Bob) McClure of Brandon, Janice (Rick) Fergason of 

Edmonton; 10 nieces and nephews.

Dale was predeceased by his wife Shirley (nee Dickey) in 2006 

and his sister Beverly in 1954.

Cremation has taken place, interment will be held at Hillside 

Cemetery with a private family service.

Donations may be made in Dale’s memory to Boundary Trails 

CancerCare.

UNGER, Mary (nee Toews)
September 11, 1939 – April 14, 2023
Mary Unger passed away on Friday, April 14, 2023, at the age of 

83 years.

Mary was born in Manitoba on September 11, 1939. Her parents 

were Jacob R and Helen Toews. Mary was the third of their 10 

children and is survived by her husband Ron; fi ve sisters, Helen, 

Cathy, Elly, Frieda, and Bertha.

Mary received her Psychiatric Nursing Degree in Brandon, MB. 

in 1963.

Throughout her life, Mary was dedicated to helping her family and 

others whenever the need arose. Sadly, her health deteriorated, 

and she spent her last two years at Bethany Calgary. Thank you 

staff for looking after her.

A Memorial will be held for Mary at Evan J. Strong Funeral Services South, (5502- 2 St. S.W) on 

Thursday, May 4, 2023, at 2:00 p.m., with a reception to follow.

Photos, memories, and condolences may be shared with Mary’s family through www.

evanjstrong.com
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Announcements Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BizBiz
CardsCards

ADVERTISING ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS! THAT WORKS! 

To place your BIZ CARDTo place your BIZ CARD
  Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

SENIOR RENTALS THANK YOU

 Oak West has one suite available. 
1240 sq. ft., 2 bath and a walk- in 
closet. Open spacious floor plan. 

Heated garage available.
Call Cindy at 204-362-7151 or 

email:  cindy@jacobmanagement.
com for more information.

OAK WEST ESTATES 
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

to all who contributed to the

success of our 2023 Annual

Fish Fry Fundraiser!

Coffee Culture Morden
Kroeker Farms Ltd. 
DJs Family Restaurant
Morden Home Hardware Building Centre
Avenue Polaris Kawasaki South
Venture Parts & Supply Inc.
Fehr Glass & Aluminum Ltd.
Serious Marketing

THANK YOU!OOKAAT OOUU!YYKKNNAAHHTT U!!NH K YTHANK YOU!

SENIOR RENTALS

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq. ft. 1 ½ 
bath. Open spacious floor plan, in 

suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated 
garage parking available, and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

Garden Park Estates 
has one suite available.

DEVOTION

Devotion
If you do not know 
Jesus before you die, 
Heaven will not be 
your home.

We are looking for 
vendors for our Retail 

Store and Outdoor 
Markets beginning 
June 10 - Sept. 24.

Please see us 
on Facebook.

For more 
information contact 
Tracey.thecozyfox@

gmail.com

637 Morris Ave.
Selkirk, MB.

VENDORS 
WANTED

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836CCAALLLL 446677 55883366
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

FIND THE RIGHT 
PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

467-5836

Remember Your Loved OnesRemember Your Loved Ones    

with an Announcement in the  

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BOOK YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT TODAY
• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 

• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS

• ENGAGEMENTS  
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS

• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836 oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts



Do you have a Health 
or Wellness Business?

Call 204-467-5836 to advertise

> MEAL IDEAS> M

Recipe courtesy of the North Carolina 
Sweetpotato Commission

Servings: 4
2 1/2 cups North Carolina Sweetpota-

toes
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons sesame seeds
3 tablespoons maple syrup
salt, to taste
coarse pepper, to taste
4 celery sticks 
1 red pepper
2 tablespoons creamy peanut butter
1/3 cup hot water
1/4 cup soy cooking cream
1 tablespoon soy sauce
12 sheets rice paper (22-centimeter di-

ameter)

Recipe courtesy of Steph Grasso on be-
half of Orgain

2 cups oats
1/2 cup cottage cheese
1/3 cup pumpkin
2 scoops Orgain unsweetened plant-

based protein powder
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
2 egg whites
nonstick cooking spray
berries, for topping (optional)
bananas, for topping (optional)

Recipe courtesy of Steph Grasso on be-
half of Orgain

1/2 bag (14 ounces) frozen white pearl 
onions

1 box (8 ounces) frozen quartered arti-
choke hearts

1 box (10 ounces) frozen chopped spin-
ach 

salt, to taste
pepper, to taste

2 tablespoons chopped, roasted pea-
nuts

Peel sweetpotatoes and cut into 1-centi-
meter thick strips.

In skillet, heat olive oil. Fry sweetpotato 
strips 3-4 minutes, turning occasionally; 
sprinkle with sesame seeds, deglaze with 
maple syrup and boil down briefly. Sea-
son with salt and pepper, to taste, and let 
cool.

Wash celery and red pepper; cut into 
strips.

Mix peanut butter with water, cream 
and soy sauce.

Let rice paper sheets swell according to 
package instructions.

Spread strips of sweetpotato, celery 
and red pepper on top half of one sheet 
rice paper. Drizzle with sauce. Fold lower 
half over strips then edges.

Repeat with remaining rice paper 
sheets and ingredients. Sprinkle sum-
mer rolls with chopped peanuts. Serve 
with remaining sauce.

nut butter, for topping (optional)
syrup, for topping (optional)
In bowl, use blender to blend oats, cot-

tage cheese, pumpkin, protein powder, 
vanilla and egg whites. 

Spray pan over medium heat with non-
stick cooking spray.

Use 1/3 cup measuring cup to scoop bat-
ter into hot pan one scoop at a time.

Flip pancake once pan-side is lightly 
browned. Remove from pan once both 
sides are cooked. Repeat with remaining 
batter.

Stack pancakes and top with berries, ba-
nanas, nut butter and syrup, if desired.

1/2 cup frozen sweet peas
1/4 cup heavy whipping cream (option-

al) 
1/4 cup 2% plain Greek yogurt
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
 Prepare frozen white pearl onions, ar-

tichoke hearts and spinach according to 
package instructions.

In pan over medium heat, saute onions 
and artichoke hearts until tender. Season 
with salt and pepper, to taste.

Add spinach, frozen sweet peas, heavy 
whipping cream, Greek yogurt and Par-
mesan cheese. Mix until cheese is melted, 
and peas are soft.

Serve with protein and grain of choice, 
if desired.

Sweetpotato 
Summer Rolls

High-Protein 
Pumpkin Pancakes 

Frozen Veggie Side Dish

Dear Money Lady, I have a small busi-
ness and I hate hiring millennials.  They 
want to work as little as possible, they 
have useless credentials, and they are 
too idealistic.  Do you agree?

- Rick
Dear Rick, NO I don’t agree!
I have heard these comments more 

often than I would like to admit 
from readers and I got to say people 
– wake up!

Millennials are the generation 
that those of us in our 50’s and 60’s 
should have been.  When we got 
jobs in the 70’s and 80’s we were 
told by our parents to be grate-
ful for the work, to put your head 
down, work hard and stick with it 
no matter what.  If we were bullied 

had to “suck it up” and just stay qui-
et.  Every self-help book out there at 
the time encouraged people to work 
harder, push through your fears and 
told us only the strong “take charge 
types” were worthy of success.  Af-
ter all, most of our parents and/or 
grandparents went through the war 
and would say that we were lucky 
to have a job.  And the women now 
in their 50’s, as the daughters of 
the 60’s feminist wave, still had to 
endure more stress than their male 
peers, if they wanted to get ahead in 
“a man’s world.”

But millennials today, I am glad to 
say, won’t put up with what their 
parents did at the same age.  They 
are stronger than we ever were, and 
yes Rick, they are idealistic.  Thank 
goodness for that!  Millennials are 
very passionate, optimistic, posi-

in the fact that they are not afraid 
to express their opinions, have a lot 
more education and are much more 
collaborative, thoughtful, and em-
pathetic than any other generation 
before them – you have a true win-
ner for our future.

Millennials today are much more 
open and they welcome criticism or 
professional feedback.  They don’t 

know how to improve and excel at 
their jobs.  Growing up with con-
stant technology changes has made 
this demographic more skilled in 
using new devices and software and 
they typically have a higher level 
of digital literacy to complete tasks 
faster using technology and online 
tools than the old way of doing 

things by hand.  Millennials have 
a strong work ethic and welcome 
diversity, teams, and collaborative 
work cultures.  Yes, they may pre-
fer to have a more fun, casual, and 
easygoing work environment, but 
can you blame them?  Their parents 
never understood the work-life bal-
ance until they went through CO-
VID.  Only after realizing that we 
actually could work from home 

-
tions outside the traditional “nine-

added bonus of a daily grinding 
commute.  Our millennials believe 
that producing high-quality work is 
more important than the number of 
hours they work per week and that 
doesn’t have to be done chained to 

novel idea!
Just imagine where we would be 

today if the parents of millenni-
als had demanded a better corpo-
rate culture.  What if they too had 
wanted supervisors and managers 
that weren’t bossy task masters but 
instead helpful and easily approach-
able collaborative partners?  What 
if employers cared about their em-
ployee’s mental health needs and 
truly believed in a healthy work-life 
balance?  I suppose we will have to 
wait another 25 years to see how 
great things will be, after our mil-
lennials take over and rule the work 
force.

Good Luck & Best Wishes,
Christine Ibbotson
Written by Christine Ibbotson, Na-

tional Radio Host, YouTuber, and Au-
-

dian Best-Selling Book  “How to Retire 
Debt Free & Wealthy”  www.askthe-
moneylady.ca or send a question to 
info@askthemoneylady.ca 

Christine Ibbotson

Ask the Money Lady
The Voice  Thursday, May 4, 2023    23



Scratch & Dent 
Appliance Sale

Below Cost
Morden Location Only 
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