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Rain barrel sale a successRain barrel sale a success

Members of the Altona Community Action Network (ACAN) wrapped up their Rain Members of the Altona Community Action Network (ACAN) wrapped up their Rain 

Barrel Sale last Saturday. A total of 116 barrels were purchased by area residents, Barrel Sale last Saturday. A total of 116 barrels were purchased by area residents, 

raising just over $1,000 in support of Altona’s butterfl yway project. raising just over $1,000 in support of Altona’s butterfl yway project. 
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Things looking better on the 
flood front in Altona area
By Ty Dilello

The Town of Altona is breathing a 
sigh of relief after the weekend.

“With the preventative measures 
we had put in place in advance of the 
storm, our team spent the weekend 
monitoring for any changes,” Mayor 
Al Friesen said Monday. “We received 
a fair amount of rainfall, and our 
drainage systems were able to keep 
that water moving off  of the streets.”

The Tiger Dam and dike along 9th 
St NW in Altona have been eff ective 
so far against overland fl ooding from 
Buff alo Creek, Friesen said. 

The wastewater system in town was 
overwhelmed over the weekend due 
to sump pumps draining into the sys-
tem, which forced public works to 
ask residents to limit water usage to 
reduce the strain.

Although things are getting back 
to normal, Altona residents are still 
asked to be conscious of the amount 
of water that they are discharging into 
the system.

“With the ground saturated and 

sump pumps running regularly, now 
is the time to re-route your sump 
pump hoses to the street or your yard 
if you have not yet done so,” said Fri-
esen.

Altona’s Emergency Operations 
Centre remains open and can be 
reached at 204-324-8190 or mec@al-
tona.ca. 

“We are maintaining protection 
from overland fl ooding and staying 
on alert to protect our community, 
but are also returning some resources 
to the province to be re-deployed to 
other communities in need,” Friesen 
noted.

IN THE RM
On Monday afternoon, the Munici-

pality of Rhineland announced that 
fl ooding had either stopped or been 
stabilized in most areas.

Since last week, the Canada/U.S. 
Border that connects Gretna with 
Neche, North Dakota, has been 
closed. With fl ooding right around the 
border and into several border towns 

in North Dakota, several sandbags 
were laid out on the road that goes to 
the border crossing, and the fence be-
tween the ports has been shut, cutting 
off  traffi  c.

The high water over the past week 
did a lot of damage to a number of 
municipal roads.

“Road damage appears to be signifi -
cant, and there continues to be water 
over roads,” said Rhineland CAO Mi-
chael Rempel. “Crews started work-

ing to make damaged gravel roads 
passable. Please be patient as there 
are many sites that were aff ected.”

For anyone who needs sandbags, a 
self-serve sandbag site is available in 
Halbstadt at 2145 Road 4E (Halbstadt 
Community Center) and in Plum 
Coulee at 215 Railway Ave. A lim-
ited number of pre-made sandbags 
are also available for pickup at 227 10 
Ave NW in Altona at the curling club  
parking lot

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Altona’s Tiger Dam and dike along 9th St NW in Altona have been eff ective so far 

against overland fl ooding from Buff alo Creek. 

Helping Ukrainian 
refugees settle in 
By Ty Dilello

Ukrainian refugees have recently 
begun their trek across the ocean and 
into Canada over the last month.

Several families and individuals will 
arrive in Altona within the next few 
weeks, and there’s ways for everyone 
to help out and get involved in rolling 
out the welcome banner for the new 
residents.

Callum Morrison has created a 
group on Facebook called “Ukraine 
to Altona 2022” where local residents 
can join and see which specifi c items 
are needed by the arrivals and other 
information about how you can help 
out.

“We will wait to hear from local 
Ukrainian arrivals as to what as-
sistance they need,” said Morrison. 
“Each arrival will have diff erent 
needs depending on many factors, in-
cluding their age and gender, as well 

as if they will be joining family mem-
bers already living in our community. 

“When we know what is needed, we 
will share this information within this 
group and ask for your help.”

The fi rst Ukrainian to make their 
way to Altona was supposed to ar-
rive last Thursday but was denied 
boarding at the airport as her route 
included a short layover at the airport 
in Minneapolis. 

Continued on page 17

“WHEN WE KNOW WHAT IS 
NEEDED, WE WILL SHARE 
THIS INFORMATION ... AND 
ASK FOR YOUR HELP.”
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Dead Horse Creek 
floods Morden streets
By Lorne Stelmach

The fl ash fl ooding over the weekend 
may have subsided, but the cleanup 
and recovery will continue for some 
time in Morden.

The third straight weekend of severe 
weather saw the city declare a state 
of emergency Saturday as the Dead 
Horse Creek spilled its banks in sev-
eral locations.

There were homes put on standby 
for evacuation, and a few roads were 
closed for most of the day as some 
streets particularly in the area of the 
Parkhill and Alvey bridges were im-
passable, with the latter having al-
ready been damaged previously.

“The water levels obviously just 
rose so fast and to the point that we 
clearly had an emergency situation ... 
we were dealing with really high wa-
ter levels,” said city manager Nicole 
Reidle.

“Into Saturday evening we noticed 
they were starting to recede a bit,” she 
noted. “And then by Sunday morning 
things had quieted down, not back to 
normal levels, obviously, but we were 
out of that emergency state by then at 
least.”

The Southern Emergency Response 

Committee (SERC) came in to help, 
setting up an emergency response 
centre at the Access Event Centre and 
helping to coordinate sandbagging 
volunteers.

“Having SERC defi nitely helped our 
operations move along more smooth-
ly,” said Reidle. “It’s a valuable orga-
nization to have in our region, abso-
lutely.”

Morden public works staff  worked 
around the clock to battle the rising 
waters, getting help from their coun-
terparts in Winkler as well. Contrac-
tors were also on hand through the 
weekend providing heavy equipment 
to remove debris, haul sand, and 
transport sandbags and fi refi ghters 
through the deep water.

Morden Fire and Rescue members 
assisted with fi lling sandbags and 
protecting properties that were most 
at risk of fl ooding. They conduct-
ed property protection for nearly 
10 hours, the department reported, 
while also responding to two emer-
gency calls for assistance due to the 
fl ooding. 

Morden police were also out helping 
to monitor closed roadways. During 
the worst of it Saturday, Mountain 
was closed from Gilmour north and 

then Parkhill east to the bridge. The 
area around Alvey and Maple was 
also closed off .

Reidle praised the community in 
general for how people rallied to help 
out as things clearly worsened over-
night Friday and then through the 
day Saturday. 

“We received a few phone calls about 
neighbours helping neighbours, and 
it was nice to see such a sense of com-
munity with this ... it was nice to see 
how people came together,” she said. 
“When the call for volunteers went 
out, we were actually overwhelmed 
with how many people called in to of-
fer their services.”

Meanwhile, as if all this wasn’t 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Ninth St. at South Railway Ave. was one of several streets covered with water 

in Morden Saturday as Dead Horse Creek jumped its banks throughout the city. 

Below: Cochlan Dr. was completely submerged.

enough to deal with, the 
city also faced a boil water 
advisory that came into 
eff ect as a result of routine 
monitoring of the water 
supply indicating a failure 
in the treatment process 
meant poorly treated wa-
ter was entering the sys-
tem.

The advisory remained 
in place at press time Mon-
day, requiring residents to 
bring all water to a rolling 
boil for at least one minute 
before drinking it or using 
it to wash or prepare food 
or brush one’s teeth.

LESSONS LEARNED
Reached for comment 

late Monday, Mayor Bran-

don Burley refl ected on  how fast 
fl ooding conditions evolved from Fri-
day evening through to Saturday.

“There’s a bit of a learning curve and 
some lessons to be learned. We proba-
bly need to develop a better emergen-
cy response policy as to defi ned roles 
and things like that,” he said.

“Overall, it went well enough. We 
did have a lot of folks get out to help, 
and we had help from the City of Win-
kler,” Burley noted. “So there’s a lot of 
reasons to be thankful. There was a lot 
of community spirit shown for sure.”

“By Sunday morning, it almost ap-
peared that nothing had happened 
... I’m thankful that it wasn’t worse 
than it actually was,” said Burley, 
who clarifi ed  that  very few people 
had to actually leave their homes due 
to fl ooding. “There were 50 who were 
under notice [for evacuation] but the 
actual number [who left] wasn’t near-
ly that high.”

And he explained that the state of 
emergency declaration allowed the 
city to bypass some usual protocols, 
such as, for example, allowing the city 
manager to make some immediate 
decisions without requiring council 
approval. An example of that was di-
recting city staff  to dismantle some of 
the bridge apparatus at Parkhill.

“The guardrails there were taken off  
because the guardrails were acting 
as a dam and diverting that that top 
10 or 12 inches of water and pushing 
it east and west rather than down-
stream,” said Burley.

Continued on page 4
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For more information or 
to request a quote, 

contact us at:

1-800-249-1216
or visit us at 

www.accesswd.ca
565 Cargill Road, 

Winkler, MB

Designed with quality materials 
and elegant touches, our 

products boast unmatched 
longevity, performance, and are 

customizable to every unique 
lifestyle. Perfect for your 

home or commercial space.

"There were lots of people wanting to help"
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Last weekend proved a stressful one 
for residents across the Pembina Val-
ley as overland fl ooding spilled out 
of the ditches, washed out rural and 
urban roads alike, and fl ooded base-
ments.

The Southern Emergency Response 
Committee (SERC) activated an emer-
gency operations centre in Morden 
as Dead Horse Creek fl ooded large 
swaths of the city and a local state of 

emergency was declared. Fast-mov-
ing waters swept into the RM of Stan-
ley as well, making travel in some ar-
eas impossible.

Emergencies like this have a way of 
bringing a community together, and 
that certainly held true here, with 
people across Morden-Winkler-Stan-
ley stepping up to do what they could 
for their neighbours as the waters 
rose, said SERC emergency coordina-
tor Darin Driedger on Monday.

“There were lots of people wanting 

 SERC PHOTO 
Volunteers came out in droves to help fi ll and distribute sandbags across to 

waterlogged neighbourhoods in Morden and Stanley last weekend.

to help,”  he said. “ One of the chal-
lenges is we don’t want to just turn 
people loose on the scene. It can come 
dangerous and unhelpful and even 
hurt some of the response. So SERC 
took on a pretty big role in managing 
those volunteer requests.”

About 50 people turned out last Fri-
day to prepare sandbags for the ex-
pected weekend fl ooding. Many more 
volunteers helped get those sandbags 
where they were needed across the 
areas of Stanley and Morden hardest 
hit.

There were countless businesses 
who did their part as well, Driedger 
said, singling out Giesbrecht Excavat-
ing and Elias Trucking in particular 
for doing everything in their power 
to assist with the sandbagging eff orts. 

“They were hauling sand in the mid-
dle of the night sometimes for people 
to use. And they let us prepare sand-
bags in their shops. When I called 
them up, whatever request I had they 
made sure it happened, no question 
… they really made a diff erence here 
this weekend for us.”

Likewise, public works staff  across 
the region are to be commended.

“One of the things that I really want 
to get out there is how hard the lo-
cal public works crews in all three 
communities worked these last few 

weeks,” Driedger said, noting they 
were out there around the clock keep-
ing an eye on and then responding 
to the rising fl ood waters. “The work 
they did really, really saved the day. 
It could have been a lot worse if it 
wasn’t for those crews.”

RESPECT THE WATER
The region hasn’t seen fl ooding to 

this level in some time, Driedger not-
ed.

“I think we’ve all leaned that we 
have to have a really good respect for 
the water. It can be dangerous and it 
can be unpredictable,” he said, urging 
people to remain cautious in the days 
ahead. 

“Water levels will still be high likely 
for awhile. Really, really be mindful 
of children if they’re outside playing 
as the water warms up. That is always 
one of our bigger fears in spring with 
children playing in full ditches. It can 
get very dangerous very quickly and 
it really only takes a moment.”

Residents are also asked to respect 
road closures and, should further 
fl ooding happen, avoid travelling to 
potentially dangerous areas to gawk 
at the damage.

“If there’s barricades or signage say-
ing please don’t enter or use this road, 
please follow that,” stressed Driedger. 
“That is a frustration for some of our 
public works and fi re and emergency 
personnel is that sometimes people 
think they can go into an area that’s 
been cordoned off  and that can cause 
problems.”

>  FLOODING, FROM PG. 2

And as far as lessons to be 
learned, Burley expressed a con-
cern about the sightseers.

“A large part of the addition-
al property damage was being 
caused by trucks who were just 
out having fun ... we kept trying 
to message people to stay off  the 
roads.

“We also need to look at our re-
sponse from the top down and re-
view it and make sure that we’re 
ready for the next thing that hap-
pens,” he said, also touching on 
the new reality of climate change.

“I’m of the mind to think this will 
become more of the norm than the 
exception. We’re seeing these kind 
of extreme weather events become 
more prevalent. We’re going to 
become more subject to extreme 
weather, and we have to be pre-
pared when they happen.”
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High water across Stanley
By Voice staff 

High water fl owed through the RM 
of Stanley over the weekend.

“With the high fl ows from the west 
and the very unwelcomed rain, we 
have had a few areas where water has 
breached over top of the dikes and 
overwhelmed drainage systems—
however have been able to avoid ma-
jor issues,” the RM said in its update 
to the community Sunday night.

Numerous pumping sites were 
set up across the municipality to try 
and minimize damage to homes and 
buildings.

Water levels were receding by Sun-
day and Monday, but many gravel 
roads remained in poor condition.

“While some roads are being tempo-
rarily patched up to allow for traffi  c, a 
number of other crossings will remain 
closed for quite some time while dam-
ages are being assessed and repair 

work planned,” the RM said Monday 
afternoon.

Over 100 roads were damaged to 
varying degrees due to wash overs. 
At press time, 10 were still impassable 
and remain closed to traffi  c. A full and 
regularly updated list is available at 

rmofstanley.ca.
“We will begin the repair eff ort im-

mediately with a number of addi-
tional resources to assist us to get our 
roads fi xed up as quick as we can,” 
the RM said. “There is a lot of damage 
and this will take some time.”

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Fast-moving water rushed through Schanzenfeld over the weekend, closing some 

roads and fl ooding properties.

Stanley Park turned into Stanley Lake over the weekend.Stanley Park turned into Stanley Lake over the weekend.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO BY JEWEL MIRALLES WHITE.  SUBMITTED PHOTO BY JEWEL MIRALLES WHITE. 

Local police get funding to keep officers on the streets more
By Lorne Stelmach

A new initiative is aiming to equip 
police services across the province 
with the technology to collect and 
manage evidence digitally.

Dubbed the Connected Offi  cer Pro-
gram (COP), it started  on a trial basis 
in Winnipeg, and funding of $750,000 
will now connect up to 300 police of-
fi cers across the province with cell-
phones equipped with a range of en-
crypted applications.

The police services in Morden, Win-
kler, and Altona  are among those cho-
sen to be part of the pilot project that 
provincial offi  cials say will improve 
police service and eff ectiveness.

The technology will let offi  cers take 
statements, upload video, picture, 
and audio evidence and record notes 
digitally via typing or talk-to-text and 
then send the information to police 
databases through cloud-computing 
software.

The initiative gets a thumbs up from 
local police chiefs.

“It should help our offi  cers to do 
their jobs better in the fi eld, to be more 
eff ective and effi  cient and provide a 
better service for our community, and 
to keep the police on the street,” said 
Morden Chief Brad Neduzak. “It’s so 
nice to have all the information you 

need at your fi ngertips when you are 
out in the fi eld.”

“It means less trips to the offi  ce and 
more time on the street,” noted Alto-
na Chief Perry Batchelor. “You’ll have 
access to a lot of information without 
having to come  back to the offi  ce ... 
and less time in the offi  ce is always a 
good thing.”

“This is a big step toward modern-
izing law enforcement in Manitoba 
and within our community,” Winkler 
Chief Ryan Hunt said.

“Over the last several years, the job 
of a police offi  cer has changed dra-
matically, just requiring an increasing 
amount of time spent on administra-
tive tasks. This should defi nitely help 
to alleviate that,” he added. “I think 
we’ll see a lot of benefi ts once we get 
rolling with it.”

Manitoba Justice Minister Kelvin 
Goertzen said the advancement of 
digital technology provides police 
agencies with an opportunity to real-
ize signifi cant operational effi  ciencies, 
which will enhance service across 
Manitoba.  

Police will also be able to use the 
devices to access national databases 
while on the go. As well, the ability to 
utilize connected offi  cer technology 
will support the work of the Manitoba 
Criminal Intelligence Centre to work 

collaboratively with police agencies 
and promote and co-ordinate the 
sharing of criminal intelligence and 
analytics to better target all levels of 
crime.

“Giving offi  cers the ability to per-
form work-related tasks digitally, 
such as inter-offi  cer communication, 
taking statements or recording evi-

dence, helps modernize policing re-
sponsibilities and better serve our 
communities,” Goertzen said.

“Our government is committed to 
alleviating extraneous demands on 
police resources, allowing our police 
offi  cers to better focus on addressing 
serious crimes in our communities.”
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I 
love music. This is not a 
unique attribute. Many 
people love music. We live 
in a region fi lled with peo-
ple who love and can even 

perform music particularly 
our Mennonite brethren (and 
sistren? cisterns?). 

When it comes to music I think I was 
a late bloomer. My mum listened pri-
marily to eight track cassettes of OLD 
country music (not the cool stuff  the 
kids listen to today) like Johnny Cash, 
Eddie Albert, and Loretta Lynn. 

I was not a fan. It always seemed 
depressing. In fact 
later in life Mum 
gave up on coun-
try music for that 
reason. “It just 
depressed me so I 
stopped listening” 
she told me once.

In terms of my 
own choices I was 
limited. When I 
was 11 I received 
The Smurfs All Star Show album 
for Christmas (can you imagine an 
11-year-old getting a Smurfs album 
today). I was VERY happy with this 
(which tells you the state of my mu-
sical awakening at the time). I would 
put it on my small record player and 
discovered that if I turned the speed 
down it sounded like a British pop 
group. 

The fi rst music I ever bought was 
Culture Club’s Karma Chameleon on 
a 45. Listening to Boy George and his 
amazing voice belt out the lyrics was 

fantastic. I actually had the pleasure 
of seeing him in concert a few years 
ago in Winnipeg where I was pleased 
to hear strong Motown and R&B in-
fl uences I could not hear when I was 
younger.

After this I bought what might be 
considered my fi rst “real” album 
when I was 16: The Beatles’ red al-
bum two record collection. I bought it 
from a friend for $2 because he need-
ed money for cigarettes.

Wow. This album opened my eyes 
to the power of music in ways Bugs 
Bunny never could. I mention Bugs 
Bunny and Looney Tunes in rever-
ence because they introduced me to 
the classical music of Wagner, Rossini, 
and others.

By the time I went to university I 
had bought The Beatles’ blue album 
and Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band and music became eminently 
more important to me.

Speaking of university, if you want 
to broaden your musical horizons I 
recommend living on a co-ed fl oor in 
residence listening to 50 other peo-
ple’s music blaring all the time at the 
same time. My musical horizons ex-
ploded and I gravitated to a wide va-
riety of stuff .

There was Bruce Springsteen, The 
Smiths, The Cure, Talking Heads, The 
Sex Pistols, The Clash, The Doors, The 
Stranglers, Iron Maiden, New Order, 
Depeche Mode, The Velvet Under-
ground, Pink Floyd, early dance and 
EDM and sooooooo much more. In-
credible. Mind expanding. All thanks 
to friends and what they brought 
with them. 

As a liberal arts student I could take 
practically any course I wanted and 
so of course The History of Rock Mu-

sic became one of them along with 
our text book published by Rolling 
Stone Magazine. 

University was also a great place to 
see up and coming bands. I got to be 
security at a Blue Rodeo concert in the 
pub that could only hold about 100 
people. I saw Sarah McLachlan open 
for The Grapes of Wrath and then 
there was the time I saw Lenny Krav-
itz at Barrymores in Ottawa. Who 
could forget the Billy Idol concert at 
Lansdown Park? Crazy. I once heard 
Pink Floyd playing half the city away 
from my residence. Nuts.

Music has been the…uh…music of 
my life. 

I am not one to lock into a particular 
decade or genre like most (for me it 
would be the ‘80s alternative scene if 
I did). I like to keep up if I can. These 
days I focus on smaller, indie types 
from all over the world like Wet Leg, 
Bloodywood, The Regrettes, Grimes, 
Katie Wood or Claire Rosenkrantz 
and this has been great although I still 
enjoy the likes of Billie Eilish and Tay-
lor Swift.

For fun (and free beer) I have been 
playing records once and a while at 
Rendezvous Tap Room in Morden 
where I might focus on a decade, a 
theme, or an artist. It’s enjoyable. 
I’m hoping my wife and I can get to 
Coachella and some of the other mu-
sic festivals soon as well. 

Yes, music has been infl uential and 
evocative in my life (and I bet yours 
too). If I could recommend anything 
it would be to expose yourself to new 
music. Sure you might say “it’s not 
like the old stuff ” but you might be 
surprised—it might even be better.
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United Way ‘21 campaign raises 
$121K for grants, scholarships
By Lorne Stelmach

Despite the challenges posed by the 
pandemic, United Way Pembina Val-
ley sees its most recent campaign as a 
success.

The organization announced this 
week that it was able to distribute 
nearly $114,000 in grant funding this 
spring to 20 local non-profi ts.

The 2021-2022 cam-
paign brought in a to-
tal of $121,600 in do-
nations, and $113,800 
will go to support 
M o r d e n - Wi n k l e r 
charities. 

United Way is also 
distributing $7,500 in 
scholarships and bur-
saries for graduates of Garden Valley 
Collegiate, Northlands Parkway Col-
legiate, and Morden Collegiate this 
June. The remaining $300 raised will 
go toward the organization’s Skate 
with Santa public skating events this 

Christmas.
Board president Kim Nelson said 

they thank the residents of the Pembi-
na Valley for their continued support 
of the United Way. 

“Their generosity allows us to pro-
vide vital funding to so many wor-
thy projects and programs making 
a diff erence in our community. We 
couldn’t do this without you,” she 

said. 
“It’s nice to know for 

the local non-profi ts we 
were able to disburse 
the grants to that it’s 
so helpful to be able to 
give this money and 
know that the programs 
or services or whatever 

they might need, we are able to con-
tribute to it.”

The United Way board had gone 
into the campaign uncertain what to 
expect in terms of the level of support 
after what’s been a tough couple of 
years for everyone. But the commu-

nities stepped up, as they always do.
“As a board, we are very happy ... 

not being able to host some of the 
community events or be as involved, 
this was a great success for us,” Nel-
son said. “This year we did not even 
have a goal because we just weren’t 
sure ... so this was a nice surprise for 
us.”

With the 2021 campaign dollars dis-
tributed, United Way Pembina Valley 
is now turning its attention to its 2022-

2023 campaign, which will launch this 
fall. The organization is looking for a 
few more volunteer board members 
to make this annual fundraising drive 
a success. Anyone with a passion for 
making a diff erence in their commu-
nity is invited to reach out to them to 
learn more about getting involved.

For more information, you can go 
to www.unitedwaypembinavalley.ca 
or email unitedwaypembinavalley@
gmail.com.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
From left: United Way Pembina Valley board members Alex Fedorchuk, Kim 

Nelson, Chris Willsey, Audrey Armstrong, and Liz Reimer with the $121,600 the 

community donated in support of local non-profi ts this past year.

• 500 Stephen Community Cen-
tre: $8,500 for staffi  ng expenses.

• Big Brothers Big Sisters of the 
Pembina Valley: $9,100 for ongoing 
mentoring programming.

• Boundary Trails Health Cen-
tre Foundation: $6,800 for hospital 
equipment.

• Central Station Communi-
ty Centre: $7,800 for the Café 545 
Community Meal program.

• Cerebral Palsy Association of 
Manitoba: $700 for local sledge 
hockey programming.

• Eden Health Care Services: 
$8,900 for its volunteer program-
ming.

• Gateway Resources: $8,900 for 
a new sprinkler system for its recy-
cling facility.

• Genesis House: $6,300 for ongo-
ing programming for the victims of 
domestic violence.

• Kidney Foundation of Canada 
(MB): $2,900 for the launch of a lo-
cal peer support group.

• Many Hands Resource Centre: 
$7,500 for its food bank, drop-in 
centre, and community meal pro-
grams.

• Morden Community Han-

di-van: $4,600 towards a new han-
di-van vehicle.

• Morden Parent and Child Re-
source Centre: $2,200 for supplies 
and equipment.

• Morden Youth for Christ: $8,700 
towards a passenger van to provide 
youth with transportation to YFC 
programming.

• Pembina Valley Humane Soci-
ety: $2,500 towards a new animal 
transport vehicle.

• Pembina Valley Pregnancy Care 
Centre: $5,800 for pregnancy sup-
port programming and the Steps in 
HOPE support group.

• Salem Home: $7,900 towards its 
volunteer coordinator position.

• The Bunker: $4,400 for a restau-
rant project to teach employment 
and life skills to at-risk youth.

• Winkler Day Care Centre: $1,900 
for its yard beautifi cation project.

• Winkler Family Resource Cen-
tre: $3,300 towards its Lending Li-
brary and various early childhood 
education programs.

• Winkler Senior Centre: $5,100 
toward its volunteer program coor-
dinator position.

2021-2022 United Way grant recipients

"WE COULDN'T DO 

THIS WITHOUT YOU."

Read the Voice online at winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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Grey Cup makes stops in 
Morden-Winkler
By Lorne Stelmach

Tim Hodge and his family were not 
going to pass up the chance to join in 
on a celebration of the second straight 
Grey Cup championship win for the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers.

It’s been a long time coming, so the 
chance to see the trophy in person 
and pose for a photo at Boston Pizza 
last Tuesday was a special opportuni-
ty for Tim and his wife Melissa and 
their children Sophia and Jackson.

“Melissa and I have been fans pretty 
much since we could walk and talk ... 

but we had to wait quite a while to 
get a championship. The fact that it’s 
now been back-to-back is amazing,” 
said Hodge.

“It’s so exciting that the Bombers 
brought the Grey Cup out to Mor-
den,” he added. “It’s so great for the 
kids to get photos with the cup.

“It’s awesome what the Bombers 
have been doing, taking it all over the 
province yet again after winning it ... 
a couple times in a row.”

The Bombers’ long snapper Mike 
Benson spent the day touring the re-
gion with the cup including stops in 

Morris and Winkler before ending in 
Morden.

It was also special for Benson, who 
hails from St. Paul’s High School in 
Winnipeg and played for the Winni-
peg Rifl es junior team before attend-
ing Acadia University.

His fi rst year with his hometown 
team was a memorable one, as he 
played an integral role in a dominant 
season capped by victory in the 108th 
Grey Cup.  Benson played in all 14 
regular-season games and both the 
western fi nal and Grey Cup fi nal.

“They have been travelling all over 
the place. I know they were in Dau-
phin, they were in Portage, they’ve 
been in Brandon ... and they’re going 

to all of the communities that they 
can in the short period of time that we 
have the cup here to say thanks,” said 
Benson.

“I love it,” he said. “For a fan, it 
makes their day, it makes their year. 
I’m lucky and I’m happy to be able 
to go and help, spread our love and 
show our appreciation to the fans ... 
anything for the best fans in the CFL.”

It is important for the team to do 
all that they can to make connections 
with communities all over the prov-
ince, Benson noted.

“We go to a lot of schools and the 
kids love it ... it’s just a great time 
overall. Everyone enjoys it.”

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Above: Tim and Melissa Hodge, along with children Sophia and Jackson, pose with 

Winnipeg Blue Bombers snapper Mike Benson (far left) and the Grey Cup, which 

made a few stops in Morden-Winkler last week.

Access CU rises above pandemic challenges
By Lorne Stelmach

Amidst the ongoing challenges of the past year came 
continued growth for the Access Credit Union.

The completion of one merger and then the approval of 
another that will come this year were among the highlights 
noted as the fi nancial institution held its annual meeting 
online last Thursday.

“The unity between Access and Crosstown Civic on Jan-

Financial institution reports on a strong year of growth at its annual general meeting
uary 1 resulted in us becoming a stronger credit 
union, not only in our fi nancials but also in our 
resources, operations and people,” said outgo-
ing board chair Ingrid Loewen.

“Throughout the year, we were able to deliver 
on the merger promises of a new and improved 
product and service lineup, a new brand, an 
expanded branch network and a healthy pa-
tronage program that shared our success with 
members.”

“Our focus remains on sustainable growth 
and effi  ciency, growing our membership, en-
hancing our community involvement, helping 
our personal and business members thrive and 
expanding our product and service off erings,” 
said CEO Larry Davey, who also highlighted the 
upcoming merger eff ective July 1 with the No-
ventis and Sunova credit unions.

“Throughout the merger process, we have 
promised minimal impact to our members as we 
decided to maintain our existing core banking 

system and online banking platform,” he said. 
“Although integration will take time to imple-
ment and there may be some bumps along the 
way, our commitment to member service will 
remain our highest priority.”

And while further mergers may be considered, 
there is nothing on the horizon right now, Dav-
ey said.

“We’re in an environment where the system is 
defi nitely looking to collaborate more and more, 
so would we expect that other credit unions will 
reach out to us because we’ve created some-
thing here? I think we would, but there’s noth-
ing coming today.”

The credit union enjoyed asset growth of 5.4 
per cent to just under $6.2 billion, and there was 
net income of over $23.5 million. 

The loan portfolio had a strong year and grew 
11.18 per cent to almost $5.1 billion, while there 

Continued on page 9
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Altona hospital working 
to restore 24-hour ER
By Ty Dilello

The Altona Community Memorial 
Health Centre has been slowly work-
ing on resuming its 24-hour emergen-
cy services. 

Southern Health-Santé Sud reports 
that since January they have been 
able to increase the hospital's nursing 
capacity and resume Emergency De-
partment Services for 12 hours a day, 
from 9 am to 9 p.m.

“For Altona, it’s been a really suc-
cessful story,” said health centre man-
ager Kevin Hamilton. “Our emergen-
cy department was closed for close 
to nine months after a year of signif-
icant service disruptions. These were 
primarily due to nursing shortages. 
Once we teamed up with some of the 
local stakeholders, they were able to 
put together an incentive package to 
really make the recruitment and re-
tention more desirable for nurses that 

were living locally but working else-
where.”

With this, Altona Memorial was able 
to rebuild its emergency department 
by taking a slow progression, ensur-
ing patient safety fi rst each step of the 
way.

“Step one was opening our emergen-
cy services for 12 hours a day which 
we’ve done,” Hamilton said. “Things 
were progressing great until a speed 
bump came when Dr. Wasan Sulaim-
an decided to close her practice as of 
June 30 this year. So with that, there’s 
a little bit of uncertainty with position 
transition, and we decided to hold 
at the current level, 12 hours, for the 
time being. Our service delivery isn’t 
changing, but we wanted to inform 
the community of why were staying 
where we are for now.”

Altona Memorial is still committed 
to getting back to 24-hour services, 
but it needs to stabilize its workforce 

before it can take those next steps.  
“We’re currently trying to attract 

physicians and working toward it, 
and we have some positive leads 
going forward,” Hamilton said. “Re-
gionally and collaboratively with the 
province, we continue to advocate 
and explore options to build service 
capacity for Altona.”

With National Nursing Week com-
ing up May 9-15, Hamilton refl ected 
on the important role nurses play at 
the hospital.

“Our nurses are an extremely valu-

able resource, and this is exactly what 
we found once we were quite short 
with nurses,” he said. “Because of our 
nurses, we’re able to provide our ser-
vices to the community. 

“Nurses are the ones who develop 
those relationships and provide the 
day-to-day care that so many people 
and families really need. Our nurses 
sometimes go underappreciated, so 
it’s nice to highlight how valuable 
they are to our whole healthcare sys-
tem.” 

 SOUTHERN HEALTH-SANTÉ SUD PHOTO

was deposit growth of 3.83 per cent to over 
$5.5 billion.

Now with around 92,000 members and 26 
branches with about 400 employees, Access 
Credit Union also distributed over $8.2 mil-
lion in profi ts backed to its members. Last 
year also saw the credit union donate over 
$1.07 million to 279 local charitable organiza-
tions, while employees raised over $102,000 
for community projects with donations to the 
Jeans for Charity Program.

“Our fi nancials continue to demonstrate a 
strong, stable credit union,” said Davey, who 
refl ected on 2021 being another year of im-
mense change.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has forever al-
tered the way we do business and serve our 
members, and Access Credit Union has risen 
to the challenge to provide the best service 
possible.”

The merger between Access and Crosstown 
Civic, eff ective Jan. 1, 2021, included the re-
quirement to integrate the operations and 
core banking systems.

“This integration was a massive under-
taking and it was our priority to minimize 
impact to our members throughout the pro-

cess,” Davey said. “We successfully complet-
ed this integration over the second weekend 
in May, with minimal service disruption to 
members.”

He also noted that “in today’s changing 
landscape, it remains important to continue 
to invest in technology so we can off er our 
members the access and options they want 
and need, when they need them.” 

Loewen also commented on the dedication 
and commitment of their staff  throughout all 
of the changes.

“No matter the adversity they have faced, 
no matter the storm, they have weathered it 
all. They have continued to put our members 
fi rst, innovating to fi nd new ways to provide 
superior service during some unprecedent-
ed times,” she said. “Our teams were able 
to deliver a full banking systems integration 
in May, a new online banking experience in 
June, amongst many other behind-the-scenes 
initiatives that helped see growth for Access.

“The successes of 2021 refl ect an organiza-
tion that is committed to excellence in every 
facet of our operation, whether that’s off er-
ing best-in-class products and services to 
our members, developing our staff  through 

 >  ACCESS CU AGM, FROM PG. 8 investment in education or building our communities 
through vital infrastructure investment and partnerships,” 
she concluded. “Our eff orts in these areas refl ect our three 
primary priorities of members, people and culture and fu-
ture outlook - priorities that guide the daily decisions of 
all staff .”
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Community foundations 
kick off Pay It Forward May

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Hundreds of doughnuts made 
their way to businesses across Mor-
den-Winkler Monday morning as a 
kick-off  to Pay It Forward May.

Volunteers from the Winkler Com-
munity Foundation (WCF) and the 
Morden Area Foundation (MAF) de-
livered 20 dozen boxes of treats in 
each community with a simple re-
quest to all recipients: pass the kind-
ness on.

“The idea is just to get the commu-
nity to start thinking about how they 
can pay it forward during May with 
random acts of kindness,” said Cad-
die Crampton from MAF.

Those acts are no rare sight in Mor-
den-Winkler all through the year, but 
it’s nice to take some time each spring 
to really shine a spotlight on just how 
important they are to the fabric of our 
community, says WCF executive di-
rector Myra Peters.

“We focus on it each May to encour-
age people to take some time to really 
look for it and see it, because when 
you do than it starts to pop up all 
around you and you realize we really 
do have a generous community. If we 
don’t stop to recognize it, sometimes 
it passes us by.

“By taking the time to recognize the 
kindness around us it sparks the gen-
erosity and the gratitude that kind of 
go hand in hand,” Peters continues. 
“It causes us to look beyond our own 

needs and to help someone else. And 
in that we are bettering our commu-
nity.”

Crampton notes they hope everyone 
who enjoyed a free doughnut on Mon-
day will do what they can to keep the 
chain of kindness going. And if your 
workplace wasn’t on the list of recip-
ients? Then start your own kindness 
chain and see how far it goes.

“When you look at the sheer joy 
people get from it, it’s amazing,” 
Crampton says. “It does reach people 
and they do pay it forward. Even just 
buying a coff ee for the person behind 
you in line—everyone loves being 
treated every once in a while.”

“They’re not always big things, but 
we hear so many stories of business-
es, community groups, and individu-
als doing things that really make an 
impact,”says Peters. “Sometimes it’s 
really as simple as that smile, that 
holding the door, that purchased 
coff ee that’s not expected—how that 
simple act changes someone’s day.”

If you’re the recipient of a kind deed 
this month, considering sharing the 
story with the community by reach-
ing out the WCF (scholarships@win-
klercommunityfoundation.com) or 
MAF (info@mordenfoundation.ca) or 
putting it out on social media under 
#PIFMay and tagging the founda-
tions with the post. 

“It really is inspiring and motivating 
when you hear some of those stories,” 
Peters says.

You can also follow the foundations 
on social media to stay up to date 
on upcoming Pay It Forward May 
events.

 ABOVE PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
From left: Winkler Community Foundation reps Barb Neufeld, Corey Hildebrand, 

Myra Peters, Pete Derksen, and Rob Unruh delivered 20 dozen boxes of doughnuts 

to local businesses to kick off  Pay It Forward May on Monday. Below: Peters with 

staff  from Icon Technologies.

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Area Foundation volunteers did the same in Morden, visiting local 

businesses (like the Morden Vet Clinic, right) to encourage them to pay the 

kindness forward.

Create a chain of 
kindness this month

"SOMETIMES IT'S REALLY AS SIMPLE AS THAT SMILE, THAT 

HOLDING THE DOOR, THAT PURCHASED COFFEE... THAT SIMPLE 

ACT CHANGES SOMEONE'S DAY."

 SUPPLIED PHOTO SUPPLIED PHOTO
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Free dental day puts smiles on people’s faces
By Lorne Stelmach

Boundary Trails Dental Centre in 
Morden participated in a nationwide 
eff ort last week to help provide basic 
dental care to local people in need.

From B.C. to Newfoundland practic-
es across the dentalcorp network help 
children and adults who have limited 
access to dental care receive treatment 
for free through the Give Back Smile 
Back initiative, which in 2021 saw 
practices all over Canada donate over 
$250,000 in time and services.  

“It’s in its eight year across our net-
work. This is our second time partic-
ipating,” said Nicole Walske, practice 
manager for Boundary Trails Dental 
Centre. “Last year, approximately 500 
patients were taken care of on this 
program across Canada, and we an-
ticipated looking after 15 to 20 people 
this evening.”

“We had a two year break during 
COVID,” noted Dr. Randy Warkentin, 
who saw this as an ideal way of mark-
ing April as Dental Health Month.

“What we’ve been trying to do for 
the last number of years is do some-
thing to give back to our community,” 
he said. “We do have other programs, 
and we do help needy people, but this 
is a specifi c program that we do one 
day a year.

“We know that dental care is expen-

sive, and so it’s not easy for every-
body. It’s a small thing we can do to 
help out.”

Participating practices are encour-
aged to partner with a local charity, 
and they are provided oral health kits 
to hand out to patients that include 
a brush, toothpaste, fl oss, and a bro-
chure about oral health.

“We partnered with Many Hands 
Resource Centre to try to resource 
some patients who were in need ... 
just to bring awareness to the cam-
paign, and then we did some on social 
media to have people self-identify,” 
Walske explained. “Our staff  donate 
all their time, and the practice donates 
the resources.

“It’s nice because the staff  can give 
something back too. It’s not just the 
offi  ce doing something, each staff  
member is participating and giving of 
their time,” she noted. “And usually, 
the stories that our staff  have from it 
are very meaningful ... it’s nice to hear 
those stories.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
The staff  at Boundary Trails Dental took part in Give Back Smile Back last week, off ering free dental services to people in 

need.

Plum Coulee townwide garage sale returns
By Ty Dilello

The annual Plum Coulee garage sale 
has been going on for 13 years and 
will be returning to the town on the 
morning of Saturday, May 7, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.

“I selfi shly started it so people 
would come to my garage sale, and it 
has always been a huge success from 
the fi rst year,” said organizer Vicki 
Hildebrand. “The town gets beauti-
fully full with plenty of vehicles and 
people.”

The annual sale had to be postponed 
for the last two years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, so this year’s 

event plans to be extra special to 
make up for lost time. 

This year’s sale features a fundrais-
ing lunch at The Centre on Main, with 
proceeds going towards the Plum 
Coulee Plum Fest.

Hildebrand has rounded up a list of 
addresses where the garage sales will 
be held so that people know where to 
start their adventure. You can fi nd it 
online at garagesalejunkie.ca or the 
event’s Facebook page: Plum Coulee 
Town Wide garage sale.

“I hope everyone enjoys their time 
in Plum Coulee treasure hunting 
and walking around,” Hildebrand 
said. “It is lovely to see old friends 

and people visiting and connecting 
at this event. Usually I have over 30 
garage sales registered for the event, 
and more pop up too that I don’t even 
have listed.”

If you want to be added to the sale 
address list, contact Hildebrand at 
204-332-0112 or victoriaejordan@hot-
mail.com.  

“If you don’t have access to the list, 
then choose a street and work your 
way around the town,” she advis-
es bargain hunters. “It is quite often 
that I have at least one garage sale per 
street. Often Sunset Bay has a few, 
and you can park and walk around to 
them all.” 

Dozens of sales planned throughout the community this Saturday

Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Local senior warns others to take care when filling out insurance forms
By Ty Dilello

Donna Connor of Altona is very un-
happy with her major national life in-
surance provider.

Connor’s husband, Grant, passed 
away earlier this year after a lengthy 
battle with chronic renal disease. 

The couple enjoyed a 25-year mar-
riage, making their home in Gretna 
before Grant was admitted to the Al-
tona Community Memorial Health 
Centre due to his illness. Connor 

 PHOTO BY TY DILELLO/VOICE
Altona's Donna Connor hopes that 

others don’t fall into the same 

insurance problems as she did after 

her late husband made an error on his 

life insurance forms.

Genesis House welcomes funding model changes
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Genesis House executive director 
Ang Braun was all smiles last week 
as the provincial government an-
nounced a major change to how fam-
ily violence shelters across Manitoba 
will be funded moving forward.

“I was a bit emotional, actually … 
when the notice came. I just couldn’t 
believe it,” she says. “It might be ac-

moved to Altona herself last year to 
be close to him in his fi nal days.

The loss of a loved one is always a 
diffi  cult time, but for Connor it’s been 
made all the more so upon the reali-
zation after Grant’s death that the life 
insurance policy the couple had been 
faithfully paying into for years is null 
and void.

Connor says her husband fi lled out 
the paperwork without her and ap-
parently checked the box that said he 
was a non-smoker. 

Grant had quit smoking some 
years earlier, but he should still have 
checked the “smoker” box on the in-
surance form.

As a result, the insurance company 
has notifi ed Connor she won’t receive 
a life insurance cheque for her hus-
band. 

Connor has been in touch with a 

lawyer to see what, if any, recourse 
she may have.

“I would have liked to at least get 
my money back, because that’s a lot 
of cash to just be throwing out the 
window and not seeing a return on 
it for something like this,” she said. 
“I’m sick and tired of arguing with 
them. I just want to get this over with 
so I can move on. It’s hard enough to 
lose your husband, then to also have 
to deal with this ...”

She fears it may be a losing battle, 
though. Technically, the insurance 
provider is in the right that incorrect-
ly fi lling out the form is grounds for 
voiding the insurance policy. 

For Connor, that means she’s stuck 
with fi nding a way to pay for her 
husband’s funeral bills and has no in-
surance money to rely on moving for-
ward, all because of one box checked 

out wrong on a form. 
She wants to put the warning out to 

fellow seniors that this could happen 
to them and how important it is to 
ensure that you’re fi lling out the pa-
perwork correctly so that your loved 
ones don’t get caught up in this type 
of mess after you’re gone.   

“I don’t want anyone to get stung 
like this going forward, as it’s hor-
rible,” said Connor. “I just hope my 
story will be able to help someone not 
fall down this same trap as I did.”

tually the biggest 
change ever since 
the shelter start-
ed.”

Families Min-
ister Rochelle 
Squires, minister 
responsible for 
status of wom-
en, announced 
April 25 that the 
new model will 
include increased 
funding for ad-
ditional staff  at 
all of Manitoba’s 
shelters.

“Over the last 
several years, it 
has become in-
creasingly appar-
ent the current 
funding model 
for shelter agen-
cies has become 
inadequate and 
inequitable,” she 
said. “This new 
model will help 
align funding eq-
uity, ensure ac-

countability, and better protect vul-
nerable Manitobans.”

The current funding model for shel-
ters, fi rst established in 1987, is based 
on the number of overnight stays in 
the shelter.

The new model specifi cally focuses 
on supporting staffi  ng capacity to en-
sure quality services for those staying 
in a shelter and following the shelter 
stay in transitional housing options. 

The changes also include 
the incorporation of gen-
der and diversity anal-
ysis, easy modifi cation 
and future application in 
bringing on new agen-
cies, enhanced funding 
for crisis line operation, 
and increased funding for 
salaries to support staff  re-
cruitment and retention.

It all boils down to more 
funding, Braun says, 
which is something she 
and other shelter leaders 
have spent decades advo-
cating for.

“We have been letting the province 
know for ages the complex needs of 
the women we’re seeing and that we 
just aren’t able to properly meet them. 
This will help so much.”

The crisis line funding specifi cally 
means Genesis House will be able to 
hire another staff  member. Currently, 
they usually have just one staff  mem-
ber not only manning the 24/7 line 
but also assisting guests at the shelter.

“When staff  are working on shift by 
themselves they are responsible for 
everything: the crisis line, the front 

door, the people staying with us,” 
Braun says, noting enhanced cleaning 
protocols during the pandemic has 
made that job harder than ever.

“This means now that they are ac-
tually going to fund our crisis line, at 
least partially, which is fantastic. So 
we’ll have an extra staff  person here 
and there will be two people on the 
majority of the time … so there will 
be timely services available for peo-

ple that are either coming 
through the front door or 
who are already with us.”

Money to pay staff  better 
is a welcome commitment, 
though Braun notes there’s 
also a lot of meaning be-
hind that funding.

“For sure, the new dol-
lars are welcome, the extra 
support will be welcome, 
but I think it’s actually the 
recognition hat this is hard 
work and has been hard 
work forever,” she says. 
“The biggest change is ac-

tually the recognition that it was im-
possible for us to do what they want-
ed us to do with the funding that we 
had.”

Manitoba’s 30 shelters will be meet-
ing with provincial leaders this week 
to learn more about the funding 
change and Braun is eager to dive into 
the details.

“I’m feeling very confi dent at this 
point, having reviewed the service 
purchase agreement, that this is going 
to be a move-ahead moment for us 
and it’s extremely signifi cant.”

"IT MIGHT 

ACTUALLY BE 

THE BIGGEST 

CHANGE 

EVER SINCE 

THE SHELTER 

STARTED."

“I DON’T WANT ANYONE TO 

GET STUNG LIKE THIS GOING 

FORWARD.”
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Sixteen13 leading community efforts to aid Ukrainian refugees
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Sixteen13 Ministry  has taken a lead-
ership role in helping refugees from 
the war in Ukraine fi nd safe haven in 
Winkler.

Winkler welcomed its fi rst three 
such refugee families to town last 
month and have four more slated to 
come over the next couple of weeks, 
says Crystal Heinrichs, who has been 
heading up eff orts to help these fami-
lies get settled.

The community has really pulled 
together to roll out the welcome mat, 
off ering up housing for them to stay 
in rent-free for a few months and out-
fi tting those spaces with furniture, 
clothing, and food.

“A lot of them are coming with a 
suitcase of whatever they could grab 
when they left, which is usually just 
some clothes. Some didn’t even grab 
a toothbrush,” Heinrichs says. “So, 
yeah, they need clothes, they need 
dishes, they need furniture. They 
need housing—we defi nitely need 
housing.”

Heinrichs has been reaching out to 
local landlords to try to secure a few 
more spaces for the families still en 
route to Winkler.

The ministry and its supporters have 

also been buying plane tickets for the 
refugees, many of whom don’t have 
easy access to their savings in Ukraine 
as the Russian invasion continues.

It has truly been a community-wide 
eff ort, stresses Alvin Thiessen, who is 
involved with Sixteen13 in an adviso-
ry capacity, with Winkler area land-
lords, businesses, churches, and char-
itable organizations all stepping up to 
help in a myriad of ways—everything 
from off ering the newcomers free 
rides from the airport to helping them 
begin to fi nd jobs.

“The community has responded by 
off ering places [to stay] and continues 
to,” he says. “The church community 
has off ered and paid for some of these 
fl ights. They’ve adopted families and 
are walking with them.

“Sixteen13 is the hands and feet,” he 
observes. “The resources the commu-
nity needs to supply.

“That’s our whole purpose at Six-
teen13 is that we are here to help and 
just love people,” notes Heinrichs. 
“It’s amazing how much our commu-
nity has pulled together on this.

“I think the community needs this 
togetherness ... it’s great healing after 
all the craziness of the last couple of 
years.”

While a few of the newcomers 

Regional Connections playing its 
part in Ukrainian refugee settlement
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Families fl eeing the war in Ukraine 
have begun to arrive in the Pembina 
Valley, and Regional Connections Im-
migrant Services is trying to get the 
word out about the help they off er 
newcomers.

Executive director Steve Reynolds 
says the non-profi t settlement agen-
cy has been working closely with the 
various community groups that have 
been welcoming these families to the 
area over the past few weeks.

He estimates there have been about 
fi ve families so far, with another 16 
or so making plans to arrive in the 
months ahead.

“What we want to do is try to stay 
up to date on how many families are 
coming,” Reynolds says, explaining 
they’re trying to ensure they have 
the capacity to help every newcomer 
settle into the community when they 
arrive.

“It seems manageable so far,” he 
says, but adds they encourage any lo-
cal groups or churches aiding Ukrai-
nians in relocating to the Pembina 

Valley to reach out to Regional Con-
nections to give them the heads-up on 
how many are coming. Groups look-
ing to assist newcomers once they 
arrive should also contact the agency 
so they can make sure word gets out 
about those added supports.

“If people are off ering housing or 
donations or whatever then we want 
to make sure that anybody who’s at 
our offi  ce who needs that is connected 
to that,” Reynolds says.

As for Regional Connections, its 
services include helping newcom-
ers with things like getting a health 
card or driver’s license, community 
orientation, English classes, job skills 
training, and connecting newcomers 
to other community services and con-
tacts to aid in their searches for jobs 
and housing, among other short-term 
and long-term settlement needs

“Newcomers should come to Re-
gional Connections as soon as they 
arrive so we can make sure they’re 
connected to all the supports that 
are here and ready to go for them al-
ready,” Reynolds stresses, “and then 

Continued on page 16

had been looking to emigrate from 
Ukraine before the war, none of them 
were expecting to wind up in Canada 
so quickly. It’s been a stressful experi-
ence for everyone, Heinrichs says, but 
they’re happy to be here.

“They’re very, very grateful to the 
community. Overwhelmingly so,” 
she says. “A lot of them have told me 
they would like to stay. Some of them 
I think when they fi rst came they 
were unsure, but I think Winkler has 
defi nitely grown on them. They’ve re-
ally enjoyed the community.”

Sixteen13 is accepting monetary do-
nations towards the local Ukraine ref-
ugee fund. They’re also happy to ac-
cept donations of clothing, furniture, 
food—anything a family might need 
to get started in a new home. 

”This is not something you can do as 
one person,” says Heinrichs. “This is 
something you need the whole com-

munity to help with and we’re very 
lucky to have such a wonderful com-
munity that has been providing.”

You can donate online at https://
w w w. c a n a d a h e l p s . o r g / e n /
dn/m/71407 or by contacting Hein-
richs at 204-384-6962.

The ministry is also hosting a waffl  e 
brunch fundraiser this Saturday at the 
Winkler Curling Club featuring six-
time Olympic medalist Cindy Klas-
sen as guest speaker. The event will 
also include a presentation from Steve 
Reynolds from Regional Connections 
Immigrant Services and music from 
Just Passing Through.

Tickets are free and can be booked 
online at winkler-leaderimpact-fo-
rum-cindyk.eventbrite.ca or by call-
ing 204-325-4725. Donations will be 
accepted at the event in support of the 
Ukrainian settlement fund.
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Celebrate your Mom!

Four ways to show your love 
Mother’s Day is a wonderful opportunity to express all your 

love and gratitude to the mother of your children, whether 
they’re still small or all grown up. Embrace the woman in your 
life with tenderness, and highlight this special day with a gift 
she’ll never forget.

your bouquet with a message that’s both touching and sin-
cere. Write “I love you,” tell her how happy you are to live with 
her and thank her for bringing your beloved children into the 
world.

meaning: a “mother-and-child” or heart-
shaped pendant; a ring; earrings or a 
bracelet in gold or silver. Have it engraved 
with a loving word, your initials or an 
important date.

opportunity for her to discover local 

world. Or, find out about gourmet hotel 
packages that will let her prolong the 
relaxation. She’s sure to remember this 

for a queen and a romantic night with 
you.

beauty clinic so she can re lax and be 
pampered. After wards, be sure to tell 
her how beautiful she is.
Whatever the gift, be considerate and 

with pleasure. Perhaps this Mother’s Day 
will be the start of a renewed relation-
ship, closer and more loving than ever 
before.

Regard less of her age and state of health, 
your grandmother deserves special atten-
tion too, and there are thousands of ways 
you can give her some. Just remember that 
it’s usually the simplest treats that make her 
happy.

Whether or not you can organize a fam-
ily get-together, take advantage of Mother’s 
Day to share quality time with your grand-
mother. Have a meal at your house or at 
a restaurant, or picnic together at a park. 
Take a walk or an outing in the car; visit 
a mu seum or go to a concert. These are 
all activities that your grandmother will 
re mem ber for years to come. 

Is your grandmother housebound? Bring 
her a small cake or other dessert she really 

her. Make her laugh, and talk about things 
that are close to her heart. Ask for her 
advice, and make sure she knows that you 
love and care for her.

A photo can be another way to please 

of yourself or the whole family or a souve-
nir photo that will remind her of a won-
derful time. If it’s framed, offer to help her 
hang it on a wall. Other great gift ideas are 
a soft cashmere shawl to keep her warm, a 

her favourite drink or a nice cushion to 
support her back. Above all, don’t miss this 
opportunity to visit her; on Mother’s Day, 
your presence will be her most beautiful 
gift.

A day to make Grandma happy



DRESSES, TOPS, 
PANTS, SKIRTS, 

PURSES, JEWELRY 
and GIFTS.

Celebrate Mom with a 20% discount from Dilis

We have the perfect gift for her! 

HAPPY 
MOTHER’S 

DAY!!!

Celebrate your Mom!

Is your mom “addicted” to her smartphone or 
tablet? On Mother’s Day, think outside the 
box and give her a high-tech gift that will sur-
prise her. Here are some accessories that are 
easy to find and always appreciated.

her device everywhere she goes and it will 
always be protected from bangs and scratch-
es. You can find any number of elegant and 
feminine protective cases in genuine leather, 
polyurethane or silicone. Some cases can 
even be personalized.

physically active, she’ll love to receive a bracelet 
that calculates the number of steps she takes, 

rate and calories burned. Some of these wrist-
bands can be synchronized with a smart-
phone or tablet.

fingerprints all over their screens, a stylus is 

mom who loves to create virtual art, or for a 
business woman, buy a universal stylus that 
works with all touch screens.

up to her favourite music every morning 
with an alarm clock that also charges her 
smartphone or tablet. 

A portable keyboard, SIM card, earphones 
and Bluetooth speakers are some other ideas 
for the techie mom. You still don’t know what 
to choose? Take her shopping and make a 
memorable day out of it.

Gift ideas for your tech-savvy mom

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS!!

GREAT 
GIFTS !!! 20% OFF

WOMEN’S TARGHEE 111 WP

$145.99

25% 
OFF

25% OFF

$215.00

DOORCRASHER!!

DOORCRASHER!!

ALL KODIAK BOOTS
MEN’S & WOMENS

DOORCRASHER!!

$$$$$$$22222221$$$$$$2222221111111221115555555 00000000000

WOMEN’S 
WESTERNBOOT

# 4117 

DOORCRASHER!! %%%%2222555522255%%%%%5555%%%%%

WOMEN’S 
SANDALS 

GGRGR AEEAAREAAAAATTAAT

KEEN CSA KANSAS CITY KBF $179.99
MEN’S & WOMENS

FLINT 11 SPORT. $134.99
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 >  REGIONAL CONNECTIONS, FROM PG. 13

we’ll work together with the commu-
nity and the family to fi ll in the gaps 
for them.”

PERSONAL CONNECTIONS
Morden-Winkler is where most of 

these arriving Ukrainian families are 
bound for.

“There’s been a fair bit of recent, 
within the last six or seven years, 
Ukrainian immigration in particular 
to the Morden area,” Reynolds says. 
“So some of those people have fam-
ily or friends that they know and so 
some people are arriving with per-
sonal connections like that.”

Some were already in the midst of 
planning a move to Canada and so 
are arriving with permanent residen-
cy status.

“One of the fi rst things the govern-
ment did was prioritize applications 
that were already in the system and 
process them ASAP,” Reynolds ex-
plains. “Three of those [fi rst few] 
families are coming with permanent 
residency already, which means they 
were already in the queue to immi-
grate to Canada. So they were a lit-
tle prepared, they were planning to 
come.”

But most are coming with the new 
emergency travel visa and work per-
mit created for Ukrainian refugees. 
For these families, their move over-
seas was unexpected and abrupt. 

The uncertain situation in Ukraine 
has made it diffi  cult for some new-
comers to access their fi nances back 
home, further complicating their jour-
ney and settlement.

“In some cases they have access to 
nothing and they’re trying to get here 
with no cash at all,” Reynolds says. 
“That’s where a lot of the community 
involvement comes in—airport pick-
ups and off ering housing and dona-
tions to help them get on their feet.”

Some newcomers may ultimately 
chose to apply to stay in Canada once 
the war with Russia is over. Others 
are planning this to be a temporary 
stop until its safe to return to Ukraine.

“Several of the families, there’s just 
one parent here because the dad can’t 
leave the country right now,” Reyn-
olds says. Ukrainian men of fi ghting 
age have been tasked with defending 
the country from the Russian inva-
sion. “So Dad might join them later 
when they can or the family might go 
back there if things work out.”

Anyone interested in learning more 
about the work of Regional Connec-
tions, what it’s doing to prepare to 
welcome arriving newcomers, and 
how you might be able to help, is in-
vited to sign up for the “Welcome to 
Regional Connections” information 
event via Zoom on May 10 at 7 p.m. 
Email info@regionalconnections.ca or 
call 204-325-4059 to register.

By Nicole Brownlee

Dragonfl ies fl itting over softly rip-
pling lakes and ripening golden fi elds 
are a sign of summer hitting the prai-
ries, but their presence also indicates 
the health of wetlands.

Ducks Unlimited Canada highlights 
dragonfl ies’ integral role in the envi-
ronment through Project Dragonfl y.

Dragonfl ies are sensitive to changes 
in the environment, and their welfare 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ducks Unlimited Canada launched 

Project Dragonfl y to preserve Canada’s 

wetlands, which are home to thousands 

of species. 

Like a canary in a coal mine
said Dr. Bruno Oberle, International 
Union for Conservation of Nature’s 
director general, in a news release in 
December 2021.

It’s hard to tell how Canada is tru-
ly impacted by wetland loss because 
there is no comprehensive wetland 
inventory and monitoring system in 
Canada. Most industrialized nations, 
including the U.S., have a full wet-
land inventory to track changes. 

DUC warns that if Canada continues 
to lose wetlands and doesn’t eff ec-
tively monitor habitat loss, the world 
might lose more than dragonfl ies.

The Green Budget Coalition, which 
consists of 23 of Canada’s leading 
environmental organizations, has ap-
pealed to the federal government to 
commit to creating an inventory and 
monitoring system.

“We need to be investing in watch-
ing our at-risk species and ensuring 
that their populations are in a healthy 
state,” said Massey.

In addition to donating to DUC and 
signing up for a monthly newsletter 
about the organization’s conservation 

eff orts, DUC is off ering the public a 
chance to help track dragonfl y popu-
lations. 

DUC is hosting a webinar in May 
to kick off  the citizen science project 
on iNaturalist, a social network that 
maps and shares biodiversity obser-
vations. 

Participants can join the team on 
Biodiversity Day on May 22 to docu-
ment dragonfl y sightings in Canada. 

To add information to iNaturalist 
about dragonfl y populations, partici-
pants can add the free iNaturalist ap-
plication to their phone, take a photo 
of a dragonfl y and share it through 
the app. 

“This also gets people interested and 
engaged with nature, which is really 
quite important for all of us,” said 
Massey.

“Hopefully people will be much 
more motivated to help conserve nat-
ural spaces once they understand the 
beauty and intricacy of our wildlife 
that exists there.”

For more information, visit ducks.
ca/project-dragonfl y.

is an indicator of the overall health 
of wetland ecosystems where they 
live and breed, said Larry Kaumeyer, 
CEO of DUC, in a news release.

“These amazing insects are sending 
us a clear message about the fate that 
could potentially befall hundreds of 
other species that depend on wet-
lands during their life cycles.”

Wetlands store carbon, protect from 
fl oods and are habitats for up to 40 
per cent of the world’s known spe-
cies. Around a quarter of the world’s 
wetlands are in Canada.

“Dragonfl ies are more fortunate 
than some species because they mi-
grate,” said Janine Massey, DUC’s 
chief marketing and communications 
offi  cer.

“We could be seeing species from 
the U.S. coming to Canada that usu-
ally haven’t… Just like we’ve seen 
the patterns changing with migratory 
birds as a result of changes in climate 
and warming temperatures.”

While Canada’s dragonfl y popula-
tions are seemingly unchanged, Eu-
rope, South America, South Asia and 
Southeast Asia are noting declines 
because of habitat loss, water quality 
decline and climate change.

Wetlands globally are disappear-
ing three times faster than forests, 

DUC launches Project Dragonfl y
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Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Conservation and Climate 

1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3H 0W4 

Local group raising funds to spruce up Trans-Canada Trail
By Ty Dilello

A local committee is seeking dona-
tions to improve the Trans-Canada 
Trail from Altona to Gretna.

The Trans Canada Trail is a stretch of 
land formerly owned by CP Rail that 
runs approximately 8.5 kilometres be-
tween Altona and Gretna in the RM of 
Rhineland. 

The Altona-based committee is 
working to improve the trail area for 
locals and tourists alike.

The end goal is to have a six-foot-
wide trail surface that is accessible to 
walkers, joggers, and cyclists. Other 
plans include a couple of rest area/
observation points, reintroducing na-
tive plant species along the trail, and 
planting trees in some areas.

“The response to the trail has been 
amazing, both from individuals and 
businesses,” said committee member 
Brad Braun. 

“We are looking for $50,000 to com-
plete phase one, which is getting the 
trail base down, packed and ready to 
use. This amount should get it done if 
the costs have not increased too much 
from the original estimates.” 

The section from Gretna to Oakview 
Golf Course and the stretch into Al-
tona are the priorities this summer for 
the committee. 

“Comments and conversations 
about the trail have been very posi-
tive,” Braun noted. “We felt the con-
nection to each community was 
critical, and that seems to be the con-
sensus.”

“Landowners along the trail have 
commented on the number of people 
using the trail on a regular basis. We 
expect those numbers to increase 
when the trail condition improves, 
and it would be a safer alternative for 
bicycles than Highway 30.”

If you’d like to support this project, 

donations can be made out to the Mu-
nicipality of Rhineland and mailed to 
P.O. Box 270, Altona, or dropped off  

at the Rhineland offi  ce in Altona. Tax-
deductible receipts will be issued for 
donations of $20 or more.

 PHOTO BY TY DILELLO/VOICE
The Trans-Canada Trail from Altona to Gretna has some upgrades in the works to 

provide a smoother path for walkers, joggers and cyclists.

“The United States does not al-
low Ukrainians to transit, and she 
cannot claim the money back as the 
airline mentions this is American 
policy and so [it’s] not their fault,” 
Morrison said. “We are working 
with Build A Village to put together 
a fundraising plan to allow us to 
donate to bring the person here by 
another route and also the two other 
families I know who are coming.”

If you’re looking for ways to help, 
MCC in Altona also has a Ukraine 
Emergency Response drive accept-
ing donations. Head to donate.mcc-
canada.ca/cause/ukraine-emergen-
cy-response.

A Morden group has also been 
sending much-needed supplies to 
Ukraine. They also sell items to 

raise money, including locally-made 
Ukrainian fl ags, which can be pur-
chased for $20 on Saturdays from 
2-6 pm at 500 Stephen in Morden.

To learn more, check out the “Help 
Ukraine - Morden & Pembina Val-
ley” Facebook Group.

“It’s important to be mindful of 
the depth of Manitoba’s proud 
Ukrainian connections,” said Mor-
rison. “Check in on your Ukrainian 
friends and neighbours, learn more 
about Ukrainian culture and history, 
attend an event or participate in a 
fundraiser. Manitoba’s Ukrainian 
community is vibrant and strong, 
and your support will be deeply 
appreciated during these diffi  cult 
times and will build on these endur-
ing bonds.”

>  REFUGEES, FROM PG. 2

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Van Vogt had a legendary science fiction career

By Ty Dilello

Alfred Elton (A.E.) van Vogt was 
one of the most popular and infl uen-
tial authors of science fi ction in the 
mid-twentieth century, the genre’s 
so-called Golden Age, and one of the 
most complex.

Alfred Vogt (both “Elton” and “van” 
were added much later) was born on 
April 26, 1912, on his grandparents’ 
farm in Edenburg, a tiny Russian 
Mennonite community just east of 
Gretna in the Mennonite West Re-
serve.

He was the third of six children born 
to Heinrich “Henry” Vogt and Aga-
netha “Agnes” Vogt (née Buhr). Un-
til he was about four, van Vogt and 
his family spoke only Plautdietsch at 
home.

For the fi rst dozen or so years of 
his life, van Vogt’s father, a lawyer, 
moved his family several times within 
western Canada, moving to Neville, 
Saskatchewan, Morden, and fi nally 

 SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Hailing from the now ghost town of Edenburg, A.E. van Vogt became one of the 

most infl uential science fi ction authors of the twentieth century.

lished anonymously, with the fi rst-
person narratives allegedly being 
written by people (often women) in 
extraordinary, emotional, and life-
changing circumstances.

Van Vogt fi rst dabbled in the science 
fi ction genre in the late 1930s, and he 
had his fi rst science fi ction story pub-
lished professionally in July of 1939. 
He and his wife moved to California 
in 1944, where he wrote for the maga-
zine Astounding Science Fiction.

Over the course of a long career, van 
Vogt wrote 85 novels and collections 
of short stories, including the classics 
Slan, The Voyage of the Space Beagle, 
and Weapon Shops of Isher.

In 1995, he was awarded the Da-
mon Knight Memorial Grand Master 
Award by the Science Fiction Writers 
of America, the only Canadian to be 
so recognized.

“A.E. van Vogt helped defi ne sci-
ence fi ction by taking it from the 
Flash Gordon and bug-eyed monster 
genre it was in the 1930s to the more 
profound level it is today, where it 
considers and debates such issues as 
the meaning of life,” Paul Levinson, 
president of the writers’ organization, 
said at the time.

Van Vogt died in Los Angeles from 
Alzheimer’s disease in 2000 at the age 
of 87. He is still commemorated today 
by the A. E. Van Vogt Award from the 
Winnipeg Science Fiction Association.

By Voice staff 

Know a volunteer who works tire-
lessly on behalf of their community?

Lieutenant-Governor Janice C. Film-
on wants to hear from you.

Filmon has put a call out for nomi-
nations for the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Community Leadership Awards, 
which will be presented to three de-
serving individuals from across the 
province as part of the 39th Annual 
Volunteer Awards this fall. 

These awards recognize individu-
als who embody the spirit of volun-
teerism by identifying a need in the 
community, initiating creative and 
meaningful ways to fi ll that need, and 

by motivating others to join them in 
service for the greater good.

“Our province is blessed to be rich 
with the spirit of volunteerism.  In ev-
ery community large and small, Man-
itobans give so much of their time, 
talent and creativity to impact and 
enrich the lives of others, and make 
a diff erence in their communities and 
around the world,” said Filmon.  “I 
encourage you to recognize a worthy 
volunteer by nominating them for 
this award.”

To nominate an outstanding volun-
teer go to www.volunteermanitoba.
ca/awards.  Nominations must be re-
ceived by Monday, May 30.

Lt-Gov. Community Leadership 
Awards looking for nominations

Chili for a Chili for a 
causecause

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
An annual fundraiser in support of the Pembina Hills Arts Council off ered 

a fun evening out Friday at the downtown Morden gallery. People enjoyed 

some delicious chili and got to keep their handmade pottery bowl made by 

a local artist. A fi nal tally was not available, but there were 34 tickets sold, 

and the fundraiser has often brought in around $1,000 for the arts council.

Winnipeg.
Van Vogt found these moves diffi  -

cult. 
“Childhood was a terrible period for 

me. I was like a ship without an an-
chor being swept along through dark-
ness in a storm,” he once said in an 
interview. “Again and again, I sought 
shelter, only to be forced out of it by 
something new.”

Van Vogt began his writing career 
with stories in the true confession 
style of pulp magazines such as True 
Story. Most of these stories were pub-

Author called southern 
Manitoba home as a 
youth
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Montcalm Heritage Festival returning in 2022
By Ty Dilello

The annual Montcalm Heritage Fes-
tival will be returning to St. Joseph in 
2022 after a two-year absence. 

The dates aren’t offi  cially confi rmed 
yet, but June 10-12 is what the St. Jo-
seph Museum is currently aiming for.

The festival will be a chance to come 
celebrate St. Joseph’s strong agricul-

tural heritage. Fun-fi lled activities 
will include a pancake breakfast, vis-
its of the museum, a parade, a petting 
zoo, and music by Manitoba artists. 
All activities are free for anyone and 
everyone to attend.

“We’re a small town with the lon-
gest parade I’ve ever seen. It goes 
all around town, with programming 

and music all day and all of the his-
toric houses are open, and we’ll have 
several interpreters in there,” said St. 
Joseph Museum’s executive director 
Camille Fisette-Mulaire. “We’re very 
much looking forward to holding 
our annual festival again as it’s been 
missed greatly in the community for 
the past two years.”

The population is only roughly 75 in 
St. Joseph, and it’s very much an old-
er community. But at the St. Joseph 
Museum, they are always asking for 
funding for diff erent innovative proj-
ects as they try to always have some-
thing on the go.

Currently, the museum is working 
on building a pavilion in the histori-
cal village to be a shelter with picnic 
tables that are able to host events.

Fisette-Mulaire lives in St. Pierre-Jol-
ys and commutes most days to St. Jo-
seph as the museum is open through-
out the week to visitors Monday to 
Saturday from 9:30 am to 4 pm.

The St. Joseph Museum is truly a 
sight to behold if you’ve never made 
the trek before. It features an histori-
cal village, agricultural village, tour-
ism centre, and campground. 

Some of the structures include the 
Perron House from 1850, Union 
Point School, Holy Spirit Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, general store, typi-
cal farm buildings, exhibits of tractors 
and other agricultural machinery, 
blacksmith’s shop, leather workshop, 
woodworking shop, one of the larg-
est collections of stationary engines 
in the Canadian West, and heritage 
displays of the Manitoba sugar beet 
industry.

The Parent Tourism Centre, a tim-
ber-frame structure decorated with 

murals by Manitoba artist Hubert 
Théroux, is open year-round and in-
troduces highlights of the museum’s 
collections. 

The museum’s 45,000 artifacts are 
normally housed in the buildings of 
the historical and agricultural villag-
es, which are open to the public dur-
ing the summer months.

In addition, the centre has a gallery 
for artifacts and travelling exhibits, 
a meeting room, a workshop, and a 
gift shop. A permanent gallery is also 
dedicated to the very unique Lau-
rent Fillion collection of cameras that 
spans throughout the century-old his-
tory of cameras and video cameras.

“On usual years, we get around 
3,000 visitors. We’re trying to do some 
promotion this year coming out of 
COVID-19 by being in a Travel Mani-
toba summer booklet that is going 
to be sent out soon,” Fisette-Mulaire 
said. “We want to encourage local 
traffi  c at least, as there are probably 
people from nearby towns that have 
heard of us but haven’t had a chance 
to come visit.”

For more information about the mu-
seum head to museestjoseph.ca.

 PHOTO BY TY DILELLO/VOICE
St. Joseph Museum’s executive director Camille Fisette-Mulaire is excited at 

the prospect of the Montcalm Heritage Festival returning in 2022. Above: The 

museum’s display featuring the cameras of Laurent Fillion.

Altona Women in Biz get together

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Thirteen Altona area female business leaders got together last week 

to network and share ideas over breakfast at the Altona Hotel. Vickie 

Friesen, member relations coordinator at Sun Valley Co-op, shared her vast 

marketing experience with social media rules and trends with the group. 

This was the second time the Altona and District Chamber of Commerce’s 

Women in Business group have met. For information on future meetings, 

email manager@shopaltona.com.

“THERE ARE PROBABLY 
PEOPLE FROM NEARBY 
TOWNS THAT HAVE HEARD 
OF US BUT HAVEN’T HAD A 
CHANCE TO COME VISIT.”
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FTC brings The Day the Earth Stood Still to the stage
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Flatlands Theatre Company returns to the Win-
kler concert hall stage this weekend with perfor-
mances of The Day the Earth Stood Still. 

The 1950s sci-fi  classic is the latest radio play per-
formance from the theatre troupe, though this time 
around they’re doing things a little diff erently.

“We’ve done a lot of experimentation with Flat-
lands with diff erent breeds of comedies, a mystery 
here or two, all radio-based, taking you back to 
that golden age of people sitting around the radio 
and listening to entertaining spectacles,” says ac-
tor Scott Derksen. “This time we’re taking it a layer 
deeper and we’re pulling back the curtain on what 
that would have been like in the studio for the ac-
tors present while that was on the air.”

“There’s a lot going on on stage,” adds castmate 
Keith Friesen, decked-out in ‘50s attire at last week-
end’s dress rehearsal. “The audience is the radio 
station live audience and so they’re seeing the full 
radio station goings-on with the voice actors and 
everything. So it’s not just us doing lines at the mi-
crophone.”

The PW Enns Centennial Concert Hall stage 
has been transformed into a vintage radio studio, 
complete with “On the Air” signs and a makeshift 
greenroom.

The story, meanwhile, revolves around a UFO 
landing in Washington, D.C., bearing a man from 
outer space with a message for Earth’s leaders.

While the show isn’t quite a full-scale theatrical 
production akin to FTC’s pre-pandemic off erings, 
it serves as a nice transition for the actors, who are 
enjoying fi nally being able to rehearse together 
in-person and begin dipping their toes back into 
stage directions that take them beyond just stand-
ing in front of a mic.

“We have so much fun and I think it really shows,” 
says Jacinda Young. “I think we’ve all really en-
joyed each other and working together again, espe-
cially since there was a bit of a break for COVID.”

The Day the Earth Stood 
Still has 7 p.m. shows 
this week Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday and a 
3 p.m. matinee on Sun-
day.

Tickets information is 
available at winklercon-
certhall.ca.

 PHOTO BY 
ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
FTC’s performance of 

the radio drama The Day 

the Earth Stood Still will 

give audiences a behind-

the-scene glimpse into 

the makings of a radio 

show circa the 1950s.

Cutting the ribbon on Clay Owl
From left: 

Tim Hamp, 

Esther Lakot, 

A r i e n n e 

M o r i s s e t t e 

Kelsey Dyck, 

A m a n d a 

Thiessen, and 

Mike Klassen 

cut the 

ribbon on Clay 

Owl Studio 

& Boutique’s 

new home 

at 586 Main 

St. in Winkler 

last week. A social enterprise run by Gateway Resources, the business off ers 

customers a fun place to come paint a variety of pottery creations while also 

giving people with intellectual disabilities a chance to hone their job skills. You 

can learn more at clayowl.com.
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See us for all your SPRING 
YARD CLEAN UP RENTALS!

Hwy 3 East, Morden, Manitoba.
Located 3 miles east of Morden

(204) 331-6014
friesenrental.com

Hwy 3 East, Morden, Manitoba.
Located 3 miles east of Morden

(204) 331-6014
friesenrental.com

Although trees and shrubs can grow 
very well without intervention, occasional 
pruning helps promote optimal health. 
Here’s what you need to know.

FLOWERING
Shrubs like rhododendrons and lilacs 

bloom from last year’s stems, whereas 
others, like roses and hydrangeas, bloom 
from new growth. It’s best to prune 

When to prune your trees and shrubs

-
tely after blooming. However, shrubs that 
bloom on new growth should be trimmed in 
the spring.

DORMANCY
In general, shrubs and trees go dormant 

in the spring before their buds open. This is 
the best time for pruning because the plants 
heal faster. Late fall is also appropriate. 

However, pruning in the winter should be 
avoided.

Furthermore, mid-summer is ideal for 
pruning trees that produce a lot of sap in 
the spring, like maple, birch and willow.

Lastly, pruning large trees and fruit trees 
should be left to the experts. For the best 
results, contact a professional tree pruner 
in your area.

Home Yard & Garden

Morden Festival of the Arts returns
By Lorne Stelmach

Being able to hold the Morden Festi-
val of the Arts again this spring, even 
if on a smaller scale, has been reason 
enough for organizers to celebrate.

The annual celebration of the arts 
had been cancelled the last two years 
due to the pandemic, but it was in a 
position to be able to resume in 2022 
for its 47th season, although it has 
looked a little diff erent this year. 

Spokesperson Erika Dyck said they 
had anticipated the numbers overall 
would be lower than usual under the 
circumstances, which at the time of 
registration included everyone being 
required to be fully vaccinated. 

“It brought our numbers down sig-
nifi cantly from the average year, but it 
was great. The kids had a really good 
experience, and the adjudicators were 
really good,” said Dyck. “It’s small 
in comparison to what we’re used 
to, but I think it was a good way for 
us to ease back into it. We just really 
wanted to provide those kids an ex-
perience again, and we were able to 
do it.”

The festival is a non-profi t, volun-

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Adjudicator Millie Hildebrand working with one of the choirs during the Morden Festival of the Arts last Thursday.

teer-run organization that provides a 
venue for student and adult perfor-
mance, instruction, and adjudication 
in the arts. The aim is to foster and 
promote continued interest, growth 
and development of talent within the 
arts.  

The 2022 festival got underway in 
March with its piano and strings ses-
sions.

“Those went really, really well,” said 
Dyck, who noted last Thursday then 

featured the vocal and choral sessions 
followed by a band session Friday at 
Morden Collegiate.

“We were not having any audience 
at that [vocal/choral] session just be-
cause we wanted to keep the numbers 
down,” she noted. “But it’s been go-
ing really good. It’s nice to get back 
into the swing of things again ... we’ve 
had a lot of positive feedback from the 
participants and their parents.”

The festival is planning to present 

the Loreena McKennitt Award later 
this spring. It was created to honour 
McKennitt, who began her perform-
ing career by participating in the 
Morden Festival of the Arts. It is pre-
sented to a student participating in 
their festival who is judged to have 
reached a high level of excellence in 
their musical studies.

You can fi nd more information on 
the Morden Festival of the Arts at 
mordenfestivalofthearts.cfsites.org.
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YOUR HOME FOR FULL SERVICE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
Open Monday through Saturday. 

Call Shane or James at 204-325-0641 
today to see how we can take care of you.

DON’T LET THE MANITOBA SPRING OF COLORADO LOWS FOOL YOU!

HOT WEATHER
WILL COME BEFORE YOU KNOW IT.

Before the wet spring turns to a sweaty summer, call Shane or James at Canadian Tire 
Auto Service today and book your health check with one of our certified A/C technicians.

Beat the heat and beat the rush with our Spring A/C 
performance check.  We will test your a/c output 

temperatures, check your a/c fan, inspect your cabin 
air filter, and check your cooling fan operation.

$10995All For 
Only 

Save an 
additional $10 

if you bring in 

this ad!

SMART Recovery®
Self-Management and Recovery Training

 www.smartrecovery.org
Check website for meeting info and times

Email: smartmorden@gmail.com

Life beyond addiction

Who are you 
walking for?

Register Today!
walkforalzheimers.ca

CFDC makes the most of a quiet year to get things done
By Lorne Stelmach

The past year again posed many 
challenges for the Canadian Fossil 
Discovery Centre, but there were 
also successes to celebrate amidst the 
forced closures and pandemic restric-
tions.

There was additional government 
support to help sustain the museum, 
and it also had the time and resources 
to accomplish a lot behind the scenes 
when the doors were closed to the 
public.

“This has been an interesting and 
somewhat challenging fi rst go-
around,” said Allison Halstead, 
a newer board member who has 
stepped in as acting president. 

“It has been a privilege and an hon-
our to step into this role,” Halstead 
said as the museum held its annual 
meeting online last Thursday. “There 
has been a lot of work done, and I’ve 
been incredibly impressed with what 
has happened ... in a situation where 
the museum was closed most of the 
time.”

CFDC came through the past year in 
good shape fi nancially due to a range 
of additional federal and provincial 

support such as the emergency wage 
subsidy of around $40,000 and Build-
ing Sustainable Communities grant of 
over $28,000, among others.

Overall, there was revenue of 
$559,833 and expenses of $515,142, 
leaving a surplus of $44,691.

Despite being closed for a good chunk 

of the year due to the pandemic, the 

Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre came 

out of the 2021 fi scal year in pretty 

good shape, directors reported at the 

museum's AGM last week.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO

Continued on page 24
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By John Gavloski

Very soon we will be hearing a symphony of 
sounds as overwintering amphibians start emerg-
ing. There are eight species of frogs in Manitoba, 
and four species of toads, each with their own call. 
Some of these frogs also have some quite fascinat-
ing attibutes to help them survive. This month’s 
Incredible Creatures will explore the wonderful 
world of wood frogs.

 
Where to fi nd a wood frog

The wood frog is appropriately named. It’s a frog 
that is found mainly in wooded areas. But it can 
also live in meadows, or even urban areas. They 
can get to about 8 cm long, and females tend to be 
larger than males. Colour can vary, but they are 
usually a mottled brown (the same colour of dead 
leaves on the forest fl oor). Wood Frogs can change 
colour rapidly from very dark to very light. They 
will darken when cold to absorb more heat. They 
have a black marking across the eyes, that resem-
bles a mask, and white jaw stripe. Some may have a 
white stripe down the back.  

Built-In Antifreeze

Many frogs survive northern winters by hibernat-
ing deep under water, in ponds, lakes and streams. 
They are cold and dormant, but their body tempera-
ture never falls below freezing. Wood frogs have a 

diff erent strategy. Wood frogs hibernate on land. 
They can lie frozen under a log, leaf litter, or moss, 
partially insulated from a deep freeze by a layer of 
snow. Wood frog’s cells concentrate glucose and 
urea before they hibernate, which act as antifreeze, 
lowering the freezing point of water. Crystals form 
in the fl uid outside the cells, where they cause min-
imal damage. Its amazing adaptations to cold are 
why wood frogs can live at higher latitudes than 
other amphibians. It occurs throughout Canada, as 
far north as the tree line (the edge of the Arctic tun-
dra). It is absent from the island of Newfoundland 
(but found in Labrador). 

Oh give me a home, where the fi sh do not roam

Wood frogs prefer to breed in small, temporary 
ponds arising from the spring snow melt. Any 
pond that holds water until the end of June can be 
used for rearing their young. They will sometimes 
breed in larger bodies of water, including lakes and 
slow fl owing streams, but prefer temporary ponds 
which do not have fi sh and other predators that 
would eat eggs and tadpoles. 

The forest fl oor where they lie dormant for the 
winter warms quicker in the spring than do large 
ponds, marshes or lakes, allowing the wood frog 
to start its breeding cycle much earlier. The tem-
porary ponds that the wood frog uses for breeding 
also warm faster and stay warmer than larger water 
bodies, allowing for rapid growth of tadpoles in an 

Wood Frog

The wonders of wood frogs
• INCREDIBLE CREATURES

environment largely free from aquatic predators.  
 

Meet your Frog Choir

The earliest frogs calling in Manitoba are the bo-
real chorus frogs, which can often be heard by ear-
ly-April. The call of boreal chorus frogs resembles 
the sound of drawing your fi nger down the teeth 
of a comb. By mid-April the wood frogs may be 
calling as well. Wood frogs have a call that sounds 
like short clacking or barking sounds, often com-
pared to the quacking of a duck. From late-April 
until mid-May you may hear the call of the north-
ern leopard frog. Their call sounds like a long snore 
followed by a few grunts. 

 Enjoy this spring’s frog symphony, and when 
you hear a clacking of wood frogs, appreciate that 
not long ago they were frozen frogs on the forest 
fl oor. 

“We’ve had another good year of income, not 
so much from the museum as from grants and 
COVID funds that we won’t probably get next 
year,” Henry Penner said in presenting the fi nan-
cial report. “We’ve done amazingly well for the 
last two years in building up our reserves.”

“Most of the money we are getting is from grants 
for specifi c projects,” noted executive director Ad-
olfo Cuetara, pointing to grant money increas-
ing from $77,941 in 2019 to $150,993 in 2020 and 
$276,910 in 2021.

“The success in obtaining new grants for specifi c 
projects lies not only in the continuous research 
for available grants but also and more important 
in the design of attractive projects, since the com-
petitiveness to get the funds is high, and the re-
sources limited.”

Much was happening in the museum even 
throughout the period that it was closed, Halstead 
emphasized in her report, including having the 
whole layout of the facility change due to the Ac-
cess Event Centre becoming a COVID vaccination 
site. 

She also outlined some of the ways Cuetara and 
a few volunteers got a signifi cant amount accom-
plished:

• Cabinets designed by Décor to house the orig-
inal Bruce were fi nished and installed.

• The long-awaited feasibility study by Sputnik 
Group for a new standalone building was fi nally 
fi nished.

• Grant money from the Thomas Sill Foundation 

many years ago for an exhibit housing the fi lter 
feeding shark now known as Dave in honour 
of Dave Lumgair was unveiled in the main hall 
across from Bruce.

• Signature Museums grant money was placed 
in the Winnipeg Foundation CFDC account. The 
facility now has two accounts in the foundation to 
be used under certain parameters.

• A signifi cant grant may be in the works to be 
used towards constructing a fi eld station on CF-
DC’s property in the RM of Thompson. 

• A fi ve year strategic plan has been proposed 
and the new board will be directed to work on the 
specifi cs of this plan.

• Discussions are underway on a new CFDC 
building on the south end of the current Access 
Event Centre.  This would give CFDC space need-
ed to display the exhibits in a more favourable 
environment, the laboratory much needed space 
to conduct its ongoing work and further research 
plus the possibility to develop enhanced techno-
logical visitor experiences.

In his report, Cuetara noted the museum was 
closed 133 days during 2021 due to COVID-19 re-
strictions and the fact the Access Event Centre was 
tranformed into a regional vaccination site.

The impact on visitation was partially off set  by 
the signifi cant increase in revenue from the gift 
shop, but the imposed restrictions due to the pan-
demic forced them to cancel almost every event or 
program.

“Visitation was less than half of normal ... Au-

gust was a good month ... but the rest of the year 
was a disaster for visitation ... we had very low 
visitation when we were open,” said Cuetara.

“We took advantage of that closure to make a lot 
of changes in the museum,” he continued. “Of the 
improvements that we made, the most signifi cant 
and impressive is the installation of 23 custom 
made glass cabinets for the mosasaur hall ... Decor 
custom-designed these cabinets for us.”

Cuetara also noted the successes they are seeing 
with their marketing strategy, which has focussed 
on Winnipeg as well as a campaign with Travel 
Manitoba and growing their presence on social 
media.

“All the marketing eff orts during 2021 have 
started to be felt, and the fi rst quarter of 2022 has 
broken the record in visitation,” he said. “We are 
starting to feel the results of these eff orts in mar-
keting.”

In addition, their fi eld work has also continued 
to progress, with Cuetara highlighting 43 new 
specimens excavated and incorporated into the 
collection.

Finally, he added that he sees even more getting 
accomplished with the extensive work being done 
at the museum’s property in the escarpment, in-
cluding improving the accessibility and road ac-
cess.  

“We were able to work a lot in the fi eld. We are 
preparing the property ... now we can access with 
our truck any of the dig sites that we have on our 
property that was impossible before.”

 >  CFDC, FROM PG. 23
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Morden Collegiate celebrated the return of its alumni basketball game last Friday 

night. The high school pitted members of the current varsity girls and boys 

basketball teams against former students. Clockwise from above: Team Alumni’s 

Maddie Meilun breaks away from Team Varsity’s Sarah Kagan; Chloe Meilun 

escapes the defensive eff orts of Alumni player Natalya Wyton; and Nathan Payne 

drives the baseline around Team Varsity’s Levi Ward.

Alumni on Alumni on 
the courtthe court

Hawks close out the season at Wpg. tournament
By Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks closed out their hockey season 
this past weekend competing against 
some elite teams at a major tourna-
ment in Winnipeg.

The Hawks managed one win out of 
their four games in the Female World 
Sport School Challenge, which is an 

annual tournament initiated by Hock-
ey Canada and hosted by St. Mary’s 
Academy in Winnipeg.

Top female hockey teams from 
across North America are invited to 
participate  in the tournament, which 
is in its eighth season and is a show-
case event that draws hockey scouts.

It didn’t start off  well for the Hawks 

as they suff ered a big 12-1 loss to Bal-
moral Hall Thursday. 

Two games Friday were closer af-
fairs, but Pembina Valley still came 
up short in a 4-2 loss to Southern Al-
berta Hockey Academy and a 6-2 de-
feat by St. Mary’s Hockey Academy. 
It came together then Saturday as the 
Hawks earned a 4-1 win over the Pilot 

Mound Buff aloes.
Things came apart in the second 

period against Balmoral as the Blaz-
ers broke open a 1-1 game with 
seven unanswered goals. Abbey 
Bourdeaud’hui scored the lone goal 
for the Hawks, who gave up three 
powerplay goals.

Continued on page 26
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Morden honours its 
sports volunteers
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden honoured three more resi-
dents last week for their dedication to 
sport in the community.

The new inductees on the sports vol-
unteer recognition wall at the Access 
Event Centre were celebrated at a cer-
emony last Wednesday.

Morden director of community ser-
vices Clare Agnew cited Bert Dow, 
Brent Meleck, and Morgan Mullin as 
great examples of the many people 
who work behind the scenes out of a 
commitment to the sports community 
in Morden

“We’re not looking for the coach who 
has won the most banners or the most 
games or the most championships. 
It’s more about the commitment to 
sport and to youth in our communi-
ty,” said Agnew.

Dow was cited for being passionate 
about all things hockey and being 
instrumental in developing female 
hockey in the Pembina Valley. 

He was involved as a coach and 
organizer when his children were 
young and continues to be dedicat-
ed as a builder of the sport including 
currently being the Hockey Manitoba 
president. 

“When you decide to become a vol-
unteer, it’s not in regards to recogni-
tion; it’s in regards to the pride for 
your community, the friendships that 
you make and the feeling that you get 
from being a volunteer,” said Dow.

“You don’t volunteer to get awards; 

you just do it because it makes you 
feel good,” he said. “There’s fewer 
and fewer volunteers all the time, so 
you really try and encourage people 
... sometimes, you spread out ... that’s 
how you kind of keep things going.”

Meleck has been involved in sports 
for many years in various roles as a 
coach, referee, mentor and organiz-
er—often overlapping. With his qui-
et demeanor, he often prefers to be in 
the background getting things done, 
but  his dedication and commitment 
to the betterment of sport in Morden 
could never be questioned.

“There’s been a lot of diff erent 
things I’ve been involved with ... still 
having fun coaching and managing 
and being involved in the game still 
... even at 44, it’s still fun to come to 
the rink and go to the ball diamonds,” 
said Meleck. 

“It’s still fun to me ... seeing the kids 
develop, seeing them smile, seeing 
them having a good time.”

Mullin was cited particularly for her 
commitment to female sports and fi t-
ness and especially about developing 
female hockey. 

She is an advocate for the sport 
and tries to grow the female game 
whenever possible, and she is player 
focused and emphasizes the impor-
tance of the team. 

“When I decide to go all in on volun-
teering, I go all in,” said Mullin. 

“The girls ... they make it easy; they 
make it easy to go to the rink every 
day,” she said. “I’m a big advocate for 

girls hockey in the region, so I spend 
as much time as I can with the girls.

“I didn’t have the female role mod-
els that we now see today, so it’s im-
portant for me to kind of make sure 
that’s happening for these girls.”

Morden Mayor Brandon Burley also 

saluted not only the three inductees 
but all volunteers involved in sport 
and recreation in the community.

“As a father of four children, I have 
deeply benefi tted from all of your 
commitment to sport and recreation 
in this community.”

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Morden Deputy Mayor Doug Frost inducted Morgan Mullin (above), Bert Dow 

(below, left), and Brent Meleck (below) into the city's sports volunteer recognition 

wall at the Access Event Centre last week.

The Hawks fell behind 2-0 and 3-0 
at the intermissions against South-
ern Alberta but made it close with a 
pair of third period goals by Caitlin 
Anderson and Quinn McLaren.

The Hawks and St. Mary’s each 
fi red a pair of second period goals, 
but the Flames sealed the deal with 
four third period markers. Ander-
son scored both goals for Pembina 

Valley.
The Hawks then fi red home three 

second period goals to take con-
trol over Pilot Mound. Scoring for 
Pembina Valley were Annika Braun 
with a pair and Janik Grenier and 
Bourdeaud’hui with single markers.

The Hawks were planning to hold 
a season windup event for the play-
ers this Wednesday in Roland.

 >  HAWKS, FROM PG. 25
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A force to be reckoned with
By Lorne Stelmach

A local program is providing kids 
in the Morden and Winkler area the 
chance to extend their hockey sea-
sons.

Manitoba Force is a spring hockey 
development program for various 
ages centered in Pembina Valley de-
signed to further develop a play-
er’s hockey skills and give them the 
chance to compete in spring hock-
ey tournaments while meeting new 
friends and having fun along the way.

“It’s just giving a little more of a 
place for kids to keep playing hock-
ey ... if they want to play at another 
level for fi ve or six more weeks,” said 
organizer Kevin Perrin. “This is the 
next level of kids who want to spend 
a little more time and work harder. It 
gives them a little more ice time, and 
it’s local.”

The program started three years ago, 
so there has been three programs for 
players born in 2010, 2012 and 2014, 
and it has involved around 40 players 
overall so far.

Manitoba Force was shutdown in 
the fi rst year due to the pandemic and 
then had a limited amount of activity 
in the second year before again being 

halted, noted Perrin.
“This is the fi rst year we’ve actually 

been able to take these kids out and 
play some games,” he said.

Perrin recalled having to drive his 
own kids back and forth to Winni-
peg a lot to participate in similar pro-
grams, and there were many other 
hockey families in the same boat. 

“After I did that with all three of my 
kids, I kind of got a bunch of guys to-
gether and we started the Manitoba 
Force. 

“It gives them a chance to prac-
tice with sometimes kids they play 
against; it might be other kids that 
are in the same mindset,” Perrin said, 
noting the minor hockey system ends 
in March but some players who have 
that drive would like to continue 
practicing and playing a bit longer. “I 
think if it can help 10 kids in minor 
hockey be better then it makes the 
whole minor hockey better.”

The 2012 Manitoba Force included 
10 Morden players—Ryler Perrin, 
Jett Edwards, Blake Gavigan, Brady 
Winslow, Diego Sheldon, Dublin Fehr, 
Holden Andrews, Graydon Funk, 
Levi Lulashnyk and Rhett Fleming—
along with Carter Livingstone from 
Manitou and Nathan Simon from No-

tre Dame.
The team has competed in three re-

cent tournaments. They placed third 
in the Portage Cup, took home silver 
in the Brandon Triple AAA Challenge, 
and then brought home gold in the 
North American Hockey Classic in 
Winnipeg.

“It’s a remarkable achievement for 
these talented young hockey play-
ers, all from a 45-mile radius,” noted 
Perrin. “Teams these young players 
compete against are chosen from very 
large areas and in some cases across 
provinces.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Manitoba Force won gold at the North American Hockey Classic in Winnipeg this 

spring.

Boundary Trails Nordic produces top skiers
By Ty Dilello

The Boundary Trails Nordic Centre 
(BTNC) is a wonderful ski communi-
ty that exists in southern Manitoba.

“BTNC has been around for as long 
as I can remember,” said coach An-

drew Vanden Berg. “It’s a staple to 
our area and is a very well-loved local 
ski club. Typically our membership 
is between 200-300 members, but the 
pandemic has hurt our membership 
slightly, so we’re hoping to get that 
back up.”  

Some of its junior members reached 
new heights this season, competing 
on the western and national stage.

BTNC sent fi ve athletes to the West-
erns held in Red Deer, Alberta in late 
January.

William Vanden Berg won a gold in 
the 10km classic race and a bronze in 
the skate sprint race and 7.5km skate 
race.

Mia Sawatzky placed in the top sev-
en all weekend with a fourth place fi n-
ish, just missing out on the podium. 

Kate Sawatzky brought home a sil-
ver in the 3.75km classic race, a silver 
in the skate sprints, and a gold in the 
5km skate race.

Also competing were Nelson Faur-
schou and Naomi Wiens, who didn’t 
medal but had solid debuts for their 
fi rst time competing outside Manito-
ba.

BTNC then sent fi ve athletes to Ca-
nadian Ski Championships in Whis-
tler, British Columbia in March.

William Vander Berg scored a silver 
medal in the 10km classic race and 
also won an aggregate silver medal 
for his year of birth for the champion-
ships. The silver is a historic medal for 
Team Manitoba, as no other Manito-

ba athlete in cross country skiing has 
fi nished on the podium before at the 
nationals. 

Meanwhile, Mia Sawatzky raced in-
side the top 20 all weekend. 

Also competing from the Pembina 
Valley were Naomi Wiens, Hezekiah 
Hoeppner, and Ben Wiens.

The snow now gone, BTNC’s sum-
mer training program gets underway 
this week, with members meeting two 
or three times a week to run.

They welcome newcomers year-
round, noted Coach Vanden Berg.

“BTNC has a great membership 
base, and younger athletes that want 
to race are encouraged to join ‘JD’ [Ju-
nior Development]. This group of ath-
letes I get to coach two to three times 
a week is focused on racing both pro-
vincially and out of the province. We 
trail out of two locations, Burwalde 
Woods Trails and Shannondale, near 
Thornhill.”

If athletes are looking to join the 
Junior Development race team, they 
can get in touch with Vanden Berg at 
andrew@641homes.com or 204-362-
6849. You can also fi nd BTNC on Face-
book and Instagram.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Representing the Boundary Trails Nordic Centre, William Vanden Berg (second 

from left) picked up a silver medal at the Canadian Ski Championships in Whistler, 

B.C. this March.
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By Dennis Young

This past season marked 70 years 
the South Eastern Manitoba Hock-
ey League has been icing teams. The 
oldest continuously Senior league in 
Manitoba was formed in 1951 con-
sisting of teams from Altona, Letell-
ier, Emerson, Winkler and Morris. 
Over the years 31 diff erent clubs have 
joined and off ered their locals enter-
taining hockey.

Altona  70, Carman 60, Morden 58, 
Winkler 48, Portage 26, Pilot Mound 
25, Notre Dame 24, Warren 16, Miami 
15, Morris 12, Oakville 13, Plum Cou-
lee 11 and Stonewall 10, to name the 
double-digit entries.

To honour those over 3,000 players 
who laced up for games, an All-Time 
list was recently completed and will 
be available (top 100) on the league 
website semhl.net. Here are the top 
25 in each category.  If one wishes the 
entire list, please contact me at den-
johnyoung@gmail.com

All time points:
Rob Hamm Morden/Carman 918 
Marlin Vanrobaeys Morden/Win-

kler 864 
Shane Moff att Portage/Notre Dame 

832 
Greg Waldvogel Portage 745 
Mike Kehler Altona 729 
Ryan Dyck Morden/Carman/Alto-

na 717 
Dale Rempel Morris/Morden/Car-

man 614 
Jeremy Matuszewski Morden/Alto-

na/Winkler 572 
Mike Mutcheson Morden 564 
Jon Froese Altona/Winkler 553 
Paul Harland Portage/Notre Dame 

553 
Pat Owen Carman 247 
Troy Ehnes Morden/Winkler 538 
Darren Seymour Morden/Swan 

Lake 535 
Bill Sisson Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck 532 
Doug Dyck Winkler/Morden 510 
Harry Buechert Altona/Winkler/

Morden 509 
Brian Miller Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck 482 
Henry Derksen Altona 439 
Aaron Lewadniuk Carman 436 
Larry Maykut Carman 433 

Matt Dyck Altona 426
Dwight Heppner Plum Coulee/

Winkler 425 
Marcel Pruden Oakville/Portage/

Swan Lake 411
Bernie Bergen Altona 404 

All time goals scored:
Rob Hamm Morden/Carman 452 
Shane Moff att Portage/Notre Dame 

415 
Greg Waldvogel Portage 374 
Mike Kehler Altona 329 
Mike Mutcheson Morden 323 
Marlin Vanrobaeys Morden/Win-

kler318 
Brian Miller Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck 312 
Dale Rempel Morris/Morden/Car-

man 297 
Pat Owen Carman 247 
Darren Seymour Morden/Swan 

Lake 275 
Doug Dyck Winkler/Morden 257
Ryan Dyck Morden/Carman/Alto-

na 242 
Harry Buechert Altona/Winkler/

Morden 239 
Bill Sisson Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck  237 
Brian Coates Carman 206 
Henry Derksen Altona 202 
Wayne Giesbrecht Carman/Altona 

195 
Jeremy Matuszewski Morden/Alto-

na/Winkler 192 
Paul Harland Portage/Notre 

Dame184 
Jon Froese Altona/Winkler 183 
Bernie Bergen Altona178 
Jamie Hickes Notre Dame/Morden 

170 
Steve Clark Notre Dame 169 
Keith Bially Morden/Altona 167 
Bob Toews Altona 160 

All time assists:
Marlin Vanrobaeys Morden/Win-

kler 546 
Ryan Dyck Morden/Carman/Alto-

na 475 
Rob Hamm Morden/Carman 466 
Shane Moff att Portage/Notre Dame 

417 
Troy Ehnes Morden/Winkler 407 
Mike Kehler Altona 400 
Jeremy Matuszewski Morden/Alto-

na/Winkler 380 
Greg Waldvogel Portage 371 

Jon Froese Altona/Winkler 370 
Paul Harland Portage/Notre Dame 

369 
Dale Rempel Morris/Morden/Car-

man 317 
Bill Sisson Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck 295 
Wes Friesen Altona 287 
Aaron Lewadniuk Carman 284 
Larry Maykut Carman 278 
Dwight Heppner Plum Coulee/

Winkler 276 
Darryl McElroy Morden/Winkler 

275 
Harry Buechert Altona/Winkler/

Morden 270 
Marcel Pruden Oakville/Portage/

Swan Lake 263 
Darren Seymour Morden/Swan 

Lake 260 
Brian Dyck Winkler/Carman 254 
Doug Dyck Winkler/Morden 253 
Pat Owen Carman 11 247 
Randy Rietze Winkler 241 
Mike Mutcheson Morden 241 

All time penalties
Darren Husak Warren 1484
Mark Heinrichs Altona 1169
Ryan Dyck Morden/Carman/Alto-

na 941
Jeremy Matuszewski Morden/Alto-

na/Winkler 893
Craig Johnston Carman/Morden 

878
Brent Toews Altona 862
Cliff  McCartney Portage 771
Darren Seymour Morden/Swan 

Lake 756
Marcel Pruden Oakville/Portage/

Swan Lake 710
Phil Letkeman Winkler/Altona 692
Jerry Fehr Morden 670
Doug Dyck Winkler/Morden 669
Mitch Wicklund Warren 662
Brian Dyck Winkler/Carman 659
Trevor Coates Morris 659
Jim Apperley Morden/Altona 212 

655
Greg Clayton Morden 649
Jim Ivison Morden 640
Darryl McElroy Morden/Winkler 

636
Cam Asham Portage/Notre Dame 

635
Dan De Rocquigny Carman 634
Don Braun Altona 616
Bill Sisson Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck 609

Kevin Ginter Altona 595
Matt Tkachyk Carman 586
Dion Peterson Morden 585
Brad Horning Portage 585
Darcy Ginter Altona 580

All time games played:
Darryl McElroy Morden/Winkler 

538 
Jeremy Matuszewski Morden/Alto-

na/Winkler 439 
Rob Hamm Morden/Carman 435 
Ryan Dyck Morden/Carman/Alto-

na 417 
Bill Sisson Elm Creek/Carman/

Starbuck 410 
Darren Husak Warren 403 
Craig Johnston Carman/Morden 

399 
Wes Friesen Altona 398 
Scott Corbett Warren 396 
Mark Heinrichs Altona 393 
Dwight Heppner Plum Coulee/

Winkler 390 
Ed Martens Altona 382 
Marlin Vanrobaeys Morden/Win-

kler 363 
Greg Heinrichs Altona 361 
Brent Meleck Morden 359 
Mike Kehler Altona 357 
Jim Hunt Manitou/Morden 352 
Pat Demke Winkler/Carman/Mor-

den 347
Steve Dyck Winkler/Morden 345 
Troy Ehnes Morden/Winkler 1340 
Dion Peterson Morden 340 
Darren Seymour Morden/Swan 

Lake 339 
Brian Dyck Winkler/Carman 336 
Wade Duncan Portage/Warren 335 
Charlie Hildebrand Altona 329 
Shane Moff att Portage/Notre Dame 

329 

S.E.M.H.L. celebrates 70 years

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT is NOW 
HIRING: Managers, 
AG Equipment Techs, 
Heavy Equipment 
Techs - Journeyman 
& Apprentices, Parts 
Techs. View open roles 
& apply: www.rockymtn.
com/careers. Reloca-
tion offered.

INSTRUCTION
Accepting music stu-
dents year round for 
electric/acoustic & bass 
guitar as well as music 
theory for all instru-
ments. Enroll anytime. 
Visit www.winklermusi-
cacademy.com or call 
204-331-3722.

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT SCHOOL

Want to learn how to 
fl y? Lakeside Flight 
School is the most af-
fordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial cer-
tifi cates. We offer fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
642-4799.

STUMP 
GRINDING

Can grind any size of 
stump, big or small; 
also grind hedges and 
bushes. Call or text for 
a free estimate 204-
745-8520.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

POSTPONED - Cluck 
& Quack Poultry Club 
Auction. Poultry & small 
animals auction sched-
uled for Saturday, May 
7, 2022. At the request 
of the Chief Veterinar-
ian of Manitoba is post-
poned until further no-
tice.
–––––––––––––––––
Don’t miss the BIG 
Annual Junk Wagon 
Antiques & Collect-
ibles Sale. Old toys, 
tools, advertising, jew-
elry, glassware, vintage 
clothing, records, com-
ics, retro, repurposed, 
oddball and much more. 
Sat. May 14/22 9-4. 980 
Winakwa Rd. Winnipeg.

FINANCIAL
Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
f i rs tandsecondmor t
gages.ca

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? Having a 
spring/summer event? 
An exciting change in 
operations? Though we 
cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get 
the information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information. 
See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more 
details.
–––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
HIRING??? Need Own-
er Operators or Class 
1 Drivers? Construc-
tion staff? Having an 
AGM or on-line event 
and need attendees? 
Advertise in the 32 
Weekly Manitoba Com-
munity Newspapers 
to get your messaging 
out now! Selling some-
thing? Have an on-line 
store to shop at, doing 
curbside pickup/deliver-
ies? Let people know in 
the Blanket Classifi eds! 
Call 204-467-5836 
or call MCNA at 204-
947-1691 for details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

WANTED
WA N T E D / B U Y I N G 
1950’s–70’s Scandina-
vian, Danish, Canadian 
mid-century modern 
furniture (Teak, Walnut, 
Rosewood), lighting, 
ceramics, textiles, ste-
reo or design. Contact 
Daniel at text/phone: 
204-918-1607.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet 
antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief. 
Benefi ts humans and 
pets. EVA is composed 
of proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate 
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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TENDER

CAREERS
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EMPLOYMENT

Manitou, Manitoba
PJD Mechanical is looking to 

hire a Ticketed 
Truck/Transport Technician. 

Th is is for full time employment 
Monday to Friday, Must have 

Valid License. Any other 
certifi cates of qualifi cations 
considered an asset. Send 

resumes or any questions you 
have to boult166@mts.net

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
MUNICIPALITY of RHINELAND

When submitting an offer, please note:
1.  The highest, or any, offer will not necessarily be accepted.
2.  The date of closing and possession will be May 20, 2022.
3.  The date of adjustments will be January 1, 2022.
4.  You must provide a certified check or bank draft in the 
 amount of $10,000.00 payable to Cole & Mace Law Office.  
 The cheques accompanying unsuccessful tenders will be 
 returned.
5.  You must rely on your own research of the property.
6.  Tenders are binding upon acceptance and not subject to any 
 conditions precedent.
7.  Tenders may only be submitted in the form provided by 
 Cole & Mace Law Office; a form of tender may be requested 
 from Cole & Mace Law Office in person at the address 
 below, or by emailing: adam@colemacelaw.com.
8.  The Vendor will be responsible for the taxes on the property 
 up to the date of adjustments.
9.  The Purchaser will be required to pay GST unless the 
 Purchaser is registered for GST and agrees to self-assess.
10. Title to the land will be transferred free and clear of all 
 encumbrances and liens.
Signed and sealed Tenders will be received up to 12:00 noon 
on May 6, 2022 at:
Cole & Mace Law Office 
26 Centre Ave. East, Box 2039, Altona, Manitoba, R0G 0B0
Attn: Adam Mace

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a hearing at which 
time and place the council of the City of Winkler will receive representation from the    
applicants and any other persons who wish to make representations in respect of the 
Rezoning Application No. RZ2022-012 and By-law No. 2284-22, being an amendment to 
Winkler Zoning By-law 2271-21 of the City of Winkler.

The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2284-22, is to zone the land described below, 
Namely:
115 Main Street S., legally described as Lot 5, Plan 283 MLTO.

as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as Schedule “A”, and 
forming part of this by-law, be rezoned
 FROM: “R1” RESIDENTIAL LOWER DENSITY
 TO: “R2” RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM DENSITY

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2284-22 and supporting material may be inspected by 
any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM, Monday to Thursday and 9:00 
AM and 4:30 PM, Friday, in the City Office.

Date of Hearing: May 24, 2022
Time of Hearing: 6:45 p.m.
Location:  Winkler Council Chambers, 
   185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba

DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 11th day of April 2022.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

Don’t forget to send your special Don’t forget to send your special 
wishes to your wishes to your friends and family.friends and family.

CELEBRATE THE CELEBRATE THE 
SPECIAL MOMENTS!SPECIAL MOMENTS!



Remember Your Loved Ones 
 with an Announcement in the

 

Call 204-467-5836 or 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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CAREERS

CAREERS

REQUEST FOR QUOTE

REQUEST FOR QUOTE
Ag-Quest Inc

Ag-Quest Inc. located in the 
RM of Grey 1.5 miles from the corner of 
Hwy. 2 and Hwy. 13, is requesting quotes
 for the construction of a 30 by 40-foot 

addition to its offi ce facilities. 

Interested parties can contact the facility 
manager David Pankhurst at 

David.Pankhurst@agquest.com or 
(204) 436-3080 for more details.  

Request for quote will remain 
open until tender accepted

Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

 

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

NOTICE OF CREDITORS

EMPLOYMENT
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
DAVID “F” DRIEDGER, late of the City 
of Winkler, in the Province of Manitoba,     
Deceased.
ALL CLAIMS against the above Estate 
duly verified by Statutory Declaration 
must be sent to the undersigned at P.O. 
Box 1150, Unit 1 - 655 Main Street,          
Winkler Manitoba, R6W 4B2, on or     
before Friday, June 10, 2022.
DATED at the City of Winkler, in the 
Province of Manitoba, this 27th day of 
April, 2022.
DOELL LAW OFFICE
per: Christopher G. Doell
Solicitor for the Executor

Employment Opportunity:
Office Manager

A great opportunity for an organized 
and creative team player who supports 

the team at YFC Morden through 
adminstrative and creative work. 

Flexible hours during the work week. 
12+ hours per week. Contact us at 

204.822.8085 or thewarehouse@yfc.ca 
for more information or to send a CV.

NOTICE OF REGISTRATION 
OF PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE FOR 

GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROLAND

Please be advised that a general municipal election will be held 
on October 26, 2022. 
Prospective municipal election candidates must register with 
the Senior Election Official (SEO) during 
the registration period before they may begin to accept contri-
butions, incur expenses, fundraise or borrow money for their 
campaign. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that candidate registrations will 
be received: 
For the office of head of council: Between May 1, 2022 and 
September 20, 2022 
For the office of councillor: Between June 30, 2022 and 
September 20, 2022 
at the RM of Roland office, 45 3rd St. in Roland during the 
regular hours of business.  
To obtain a registration form, contact the municipal office at 
204-343-2061. 
Dated at Roland on April 27, 2022. 
Kristin Olson
Senior Election Official (SEO)

SENIOR RENTALS

 1094 sq. ft., 1 bdrm with a den. 
Heated garage parking is available. 
Rent includes all utilities, yard care, 

snow removal and more. 
Call or email Cindy at 

204-362-7151 or 
cindyek@mts.net.

OAK WEST ESTATES 
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

Join the � ght 
against 

Prostate Cancer
RIDE DAY
Saturday 

May 28, 2022
10am

Earls Polo Park 
(Winnipeg)

Visit 
ridefordad.ca/

manitoba
to register or 

make a pledge

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$30,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.

Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION
PUBLIC NOTICE

GEORGE K CATERING
operating as    MEADOWS GRILL
 at       50 HIGHWAY AVENUE, 
 PLUM COULEE, MANITOBA 
has applied for    DINING ROOM/LOUNGE 
 LIQUOR SERVICE LICENCE  
to serve liquor MONDAY TO SUNDAY
from: 9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 A.M.      
 1:00 P.M. TO 2:00 A.M. REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Citizen and community input is an important part of the application process.
Please contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority of Manitoba at 204-
927-5300, if you have questions about this application.
Please contact your municipality if you have questions about zoning bylaws 
and requirements.
If you want to make a formal objection to this application, please send us your 
objections in writing by 4:30 p.m.

14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION 
OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT

You can email, mail or fax your objection. 
Please include your contact information.

Email: objection@LGCAmb.ca
Mail: LGCA Objections
1055 Milt Stegall Drive

Winnipeg, MB R3G 0Z6
Fax: 204-927-5385

 objections before issuing a license

 objection, will be provided to the licence applicant.

 outcome to the licence application.

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 
Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Regarding By-Law No. 2279-22 for 

Revised Water and Wastewater Rates
The Council of the City of Winkler has scheduled a public hearing at Winkler City Hall, 185 

Main Street, Winkler, MB on the 10th day of May, 2022 at 6.30 p.m. to present the Revised 
Water and Wastewater Rates.

The City of Winkler is responsible for setting the water and sewer rates for their Utility.  The 
utility consists of both old and new infrastructure, with plans for major investments in a new 
wastewater treatment plant as well as a water treatment plant expansion. The aggressive 
growth in the community is driving the need to expand and upgrade the utility, this aggres-
sive growth is anticipated to continue into the foreseeable future.

The City produces ~ 70% of its own water supply and purchases the remaining ~30% of the 
supply from the Pembina Water Cooperative. Therefore, the City is accustomed to passthrough 
charges as PVWC rates increase.

Although the current rates have been in eff ect since 2012 and have generally been self      
suffi  cient, the pending WWTF and WTP expansion will signifi cantly impact the City’s budgets 
with new debentures,     assets, and O&M costs. The main intent of this rate assessment is to 
provide a gradual rate process over the next 3-4 years as the new plants come online. The 
City’s objective is to show a consistent stepped increase (~ 5% per year) to the projected 
rates required by 2025 for the new assets; avoiding a large single increase in 2025. The pro-
posed interim rates should also be fair to customers while providing adequate revenue to the 
utility for operations, maintenance, and reserves for future capital and replacement costs.

Although the proposed interim rates may be approved for a three-year period; a fi ve-year 
horizon was shown to project the utility into a more stable operating period. The intent is to 
minimize a drastic rate revision in three to four years when the utility is more stable and has 
more accurate historical operation costs.

The current rates and proposed rates are provided:

185 Main Street, 
Winkler, MB, R6W 1B4

204-325-9524 
204-325-5915

CORPORATE SERVICES
Finance & Administration

Jody Penner, City Manager

CAREERS
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Classifi eds
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BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERS

GARAGE SALE

Walinga Inc. in Carman, Manitoba is seeking a full time, 
experienced CNC Machinist to join our growing team! 

Duties and Responsibilities:

Qualifications and Requirements:

-

Employment 
Opportunities

May 7 
9am-3pm

Sales all over Town
Plum Fest 

Fundraiser @ 
The Centre on Main 

Contact Vicki 
for info

204-332-0112

Plum Coulee 
Town Wide 

Garage Sale

Marymound’s Treatment 
Foster Care Program 
(TFC) is seeking 
treatment foster parents.
TFC provides children and 
youth with a therapeutic 
home environment 
to grow, develop and 
experience belonging. 
Caregiving can be carried 
out by individuals, couples 
and families. Training 
and support provided by 
Marymound Clinical Case 
Managers.
For more info, please visit 
www.marymound.com 
or email fostercareinfo@
marymound.com

CAREERS

TABOR HOME INC. 
IS HIRING:

For more info go to 
www.taborhome.ca

Dietary 
Aides 

Don’t forget to send your special Don’t forget to send your special wishes to your wishes to your friends and family.friends and family.
CELEBRATE THE SPECIAL MOMENTS!CELEBRATE THE SPECIAL MOMENTS!
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COMING EVENTS

CAREERS

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT

COMMERCIAL SITE SUPERVISOR
Qualifications:

CAREERS

Position: Executive 
Account Manager

Company: 
Lakeview Insurance 

Brokers (Manitou) Ltd.

Description:  We are looking for an outgoing and driven individual who 
is interested in joining our growing team at our Manitou and/or Mor-
den location. We are seeking a full time or part time Executive Account     
Manager, preferably with prior Farm and Commercial insurance expe-
rience. In this position, the successful candidate will use their industry 
knowledge and experience to provide customer service to an existing 
book of business and help grow that book. We are looking for an individ-
ual with an excellent work ethic who enjoys being part of a team and is 
able to produce and share new ideas in a fast paced work environment.

Qualifications:

 however we are willing to train the right candidate

 considered an asset

What We Offer

If you are a motivated individual, with a strong work ethic, who is               
interested in joining our team, please email your resume to Keenan      

lakeviewinsurance.com. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

RHINELAND AREA 
FOOD BANK

ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, 

May 18, 2022
7 p.m.

162 Centre Avenue, E.
Altona, MB R0G 0B0

The
Aurora Plus
1648 SqFt RTM 
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 

pantry, island. 9 ft walls 
and double cathedral 
ceiling. James Hardie 

Siding. 
Pictures available 

www.
wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

Taking orders for 
Spring 2022  

204-346-3231 Crossword Answer

CLUES DOWN
 1. Skin condition
 2. Earlier
 3. Right away
 4. Vomiting
 5. Go to
 6. “The Police” frontman
 7. Bullfi ghting maneuver
 9. Pacifi c island
10. A system of algebraic 

notation
12. A room used for the 

activities of a group
14. The longest division of 

geological time
15. Car mechanics group
17. A barrel of liquid (abbr.)

19. Bound to do
20. Explosive
23. Ridicules
24. Adult male
25. Military personnel
26. French and Belgian river
27. Found in the sea
28. A share lost in default 

(abbr.)
29. Type of medication (abbr.)
30. City on the Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. They’re in martinis
33. Get away
34. Wampum
36. Lacking brightness

CLUES ACROSS
 1. A power of perception
 4. Slotted hinged metal 

plate
 8. Popular crop
10. Siamese fi ghting fi sh
11. Larval crabs
12. South American 

mammal
13. Occur as a result of
15. Slavic language

16. An electric underground 
railway

17. Transporting
18. A direction
21. Opposite of start
22. Mock
23. People love and hate it 

(abbr.)
24. A people of Myanmar
25. A Queens ballplayer
26. Southern Thailand 

indigenous person
27. Famed actress
34. Thin strips
35. Bluish greens
36. Ridiculed
37. Having the shape of a 

cube
38. Came down 
39. Indian religious god 
40. “Bewitched” actress 

Moorehead
41. Leak through slowly
42. Buzzing insects
43. Midway between south 

and southeast

CAREERS

CAREER OPPORTUNITY AT

COMMERCIAL PROJECT MANAGER
Qualifications:



Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
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Waldo Schulz
Waldo Schulz, age 90 years of Altona, Manitoba passed away on 

Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at Eastview Place.
He is survived by his wife Helen (nee Fast), their sons Ron Schulz, 

and Bruce (Josephine) Schulz, as well as four grandchildren, one 
sister and one brother.

Funeral service was held on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at the 
Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church with burial at the Altona 
Cemetery. 

Donations in memory of Waldo may be made to the Southern 
Manitoba Choral Society.

Wiebe Funeral Home Altona
In care of arrangements
www.wiebefhaltona.com
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Basil Joseph Agnew
1931 - 2022

Basil Joseph Agnew was born at his home in Renfrew County, 
Ontario on March 30, 1931 and passed away on Tuesday, April 26, 
2022. He was 91 years old.

Basil was predeceased by his parents, Ambrose in 1977 and 
Mabel (O’Gorman) in 1994; his brothers, Leo (2019), Urban (2008), 
and Gerald (2002) and his wife, Georgina (2011); his sister, Clare 
(2013) and her husband, Len Gervais (2008); father-in-law, Thomas 
Lane (1996), mother-in-law, Viola (1982), and brother-in-law, Bob 
(2020).

Basil is survived by his wonderful wife of 65 years, Barbara (Lane); 
his three sons, Patrick (Renee van Mierlo) of Seven Sisters Falls, 
Mike of Winnipeg, Bob (Shauna) of Morden; his three daughters, 

Theresa (Dave Buchanan) of Edmonton, Joan (Tim Kohut) of Morinville, Alberta and Clare of 
Morden. As well, he leaves behind his wonderful grandchildren who brought him so much joy: 
Kim Bellerose and Lisa Kendall (Ryan), Amy Voloshanovskiy (Ivan), Max and Caslan Buchanan, 
Evan Kohut, and Jenna and Erin Doherty, as well as 17 nieces and nephews and two great-
grandchildren. He also leaves to mourn two sisters-in-law, Anita of Renfrew, ON and Mary of 
Cobden, ON.

Basil attended Pine Valley rural school up to Grade Eight and high school in Eganville. He also 
took a one-year commercial course in Renfrew. Basil joined the Stedmans Company on June 1, 
1950 in Renfrew, ON. On October 2, 1952, he was appointed manager of their store in Paris, ON. 
That’s where he met Barbara Lane, the offi ce girl who changed his life forever. They were married 
on May 21, 1956. Stedmans transfers took Basil and Barb fi rst to Melfort, Saskatchewan and 
then to Drumheller and Red Deer, Alberta. In 1965, they purchased their own franchise in Souris, 
Manitoba, before they settled in Morden in 1970. As a member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and Morden Retail Merchants Association, Basil organized many town promotions, with some of 
them continuing to be used after he retired in 1990. He was a “Stedmans man” his entire working 
life and was always grateful for the opportunities the store provided him and his family. 

Although “the store” kept Basil very busy, he always made time for family and community. He 
coached his kids’ baseball teams, took them skating and swimming, watched them play sports 
in all seasons, and made the occasional trips into Winnipeg for Jets’ games. He also visited and 
helped his neighbours and volunteered on community and church committees. At local socials, 
his dance card was always full. Every two years or so, he piled the family into the station wagon 
and went back to Ontario to visit. As soon as the car pulled into the farmyard, he started speaking 
with an Ottawa Valley accent.

Basil was a lifetime member of the Morden and District Museum, Morden Friendship Centre, 
and the Knights of Columbus, serving as their treasurer for many years. In 1991, he joined 
Services for Seniors and played a key role in the purchase and renovation of the present Morden 
Friendship Centre and was chairperson of the building committee and membership committee 
for nearly 10 years. In 1998, Basil was honoured to be the only Manitoban to receive the Governor 
General Caring Canadian Award. In 2013, he received the Outstanding Community Volunteer 
Award for Morden.

Basil and his family are deeply grateful for the care he received at the Boundary Trails Health 
Centre, especially in the last weeks of his life.

Memorial mass was held on Monday, May 2, 2022 at St. John the Evangelist Church with private 
committal prior to the mass.

In lieu of fl owers, if friends so desire, donations may be made to St. John the Evangelist 
Church building fund or to a charity of your choice. Building fund etransfers are accepted at 
stjohnparishmorden@gmail.com. Cash and cheques are accepted at the church or can be mailed 
to St. John the Evangelist, 2 Academy Dr. Morden, MB R6M 2E8.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Margaret Leonore Porter
1926 - 2022

It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of Margaret 
Leonore Porter. She slipped away from us peacefully on Saturday 
April 23, 2022 at the age of 96.

She was predeceased by her fi rst husband, Alex Ramsay, sons, 
Leonard and Lorne Ramsay, sister, Eileen Russell, brothers, Don 
and Dick Currie and her husband, Bill Porter. Mom was the oldest 
child of John and Maude Currie of Thornhill, MB. She spent her 
childhood on the family farm making memories with her siblings, 
Eileen, Ruth, Don and Dick. Mom worked various jobs in her early 
years in Darlingford, Roland and Thornhill. After she left home, she 
met and married Alex Ramsay and they settled in Darlingford where 
their family grew. They had four children, Edith, Carol, Leonard and 

Lorne. Tragically Alex passed away in a car accident in 1959. In 1963 Leonore and her family 
married Bill Porter. In 1964 they purchased their dream farm in Kaleida. Mom had married a 
farmer which she swore she would never do. Like every other farm wife her days were busy and 
full. In 1968 her fi fth child Leanne was born. Never one to have idle hands Mom was always busy 
sewing, knitting or crocheting. There is no way to know how many afghans she made but if she 
gave you one you knew you were special. She donated countless afghans to Cancer Care. Later 
she made hundreds of small, crocheted hats for preemies and kids going through chemo. Mom 
was also a talented seamstress. She tackled everything from school outfi ts to the newest styles 
for Barbie dolls. One of Mom’s proudest achievements was being one of the three ladies who 
organized the very fi rst Darlingford craft sale. 

Mom loved to take pictures. Her favourite subjects were her family, her beautiful fl ower garden 
and Bill’s cows and horses. Bill and Leonore enjoyed many years camping at Mt. Carmel Dam 
in North Dakota. She often recalled all the laughter shared by their campfi re. In 1997 Bill and 
Leonore retired to Manitou. They spent many enjoyable years there until Bill was moved to Tabor 
Home in Morden in 2008. In 2010 Mom decided to move to Morden to be closer to Bill. She settled 
comfortably in her 55 plus community. In 2017 Mom moved to Homestead where she enjoyed 
socializing. Like most of us Mom struggled with the isolation during the Covid lockdowns. Daily 
phone calls became the norm. During these often long phone calls she shared memories of her 
early life with her siblings, her single life and her struggles as a young widow, and of course many 
stories of her wonderful children. Mom loved spending time with her family. Nothing made her 
smile like spending time with her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. She also loved 
large family gatherings with her siblings and all their families. We all have wonderful memories 
of these gatherings.

Mom will be missed by her three daughters, Edith (Peter), Carol and Leanne (Jeff), grandchildren, 
Andrew, Terri (Dave), Dan, Cresta (Jason), Jeff (Lynda), Jesse (Nettie), great grandchildren, Paden, 
Emmett, Oliver, Joseph, Allie, Clayton, Abby, Emerson, McKenna, and Emily, as well as her sister, 
Ruth (Gary) and sisters-in-law, Evelyn and Mrylene.

We are eternally grateful for the care Mom has received over many years. The nurses, doctors 
and other staff that helped her and enabled us to have so many wonderful years with her. We 
are also grateful to her many friends and relatives that brightened her days with their visits and 
phone calls. In lieu of fl owers we would ask you to donate to Cancer Care, Darlingford Memorial 
Park or a charity of your choice.

Memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday May 14, 2022 at Wiebe Funeral Chapel, 
1050 Thornhill St. in Morden.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064

Call 204-325-6888Call 204-325-6888

Your biz card ad Your biz card ad 
could be herecould be here

Biz Biz 
CardsCards

AUCTION

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

Bidding at www.billklassen.co,/nextlot     

Estate auction for the late Jake Fehr. Timed online 
auction closing May 13, pickup and payment will be 

Sat., May 14 at his farm  north end of  Osterwick Village 
off the PR 201, West.  2009 JD 7130 tractor w/loader, 

05 Duramax pickup, 2017 Artic cat ZR 7000 snowmobile, 
Hopper grain bin, crowding tub and all cattle equipment, 

and household furniture and appliances. 

EMPLOYMENT

NOW HIRING 
 

Boyne Lodge in Carman is now  
accepting applications for the  

following positions: 
 

 

Food Services Manager 
 

 
Cook Level 1
Cook Level 2
Cook Level 3 

 

It is important that you indicate which  
position(s) you are applying for and  

expected wage range in your cover letter. 
 

 

Resumes with references  
will be accepted by email only to:   

tyler@townofcarman.com 
 
 
 

Only successful applicants chosen for an   
interview will be contacted. 

 

Boyne Lodge in Carman is 
looking to hire motivated 

individuals for;

Part Time Cooks
Part Time Kitchen Stewards

Send resume to:
info@boynecare.ca

Join our Team!
No experience necessary

Training is provided

COMING EVENTS

Proceeds go to: Hope Without Limits and 
Adult & Teen Challenge Superthrift Store
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Allen Elwood McCulloch
1926 - 2022

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Allen 
Elwood McCulloch, age 95, on Thursday, April 21, 2022 at the 
Brandon Regional Health Centre.

Allen was predeceased by his mother, Mary Ching, his wife, 
Dorothy (Conner) McCulloch and his younger brothers, Melvin 
(Cynthia) and Cecil (Arlene).

He is survived by his son, Bob (Nancy), daughter, Judith, 
granddaughters, Lindsay and Madison (Brian) and great-
granddaughter, Maren. It was a blessing that he was able to meet 
and enjoy his fi rst great-grandchild in the year of his passing.

Dad taught school for over 45 years in McConnell, Morden, 
Beausejour and Manitou (where he and Mom resided for over 25 

years, and he tended to his beautiful rose garden). He enjoyed hearing about (and keeping up 
with) the accomplishments and exploits of his many students over the years. He was a talented 
wood carver, handyman, artist and golfer. He lived in Treherne since 2002 in The Villa, where 
he met many neighbours who became good friends and in the last few years, where he was 
extremely fortunate to be in the loving care of his daughter, Judith. His body had recently failed 
him, but his mind remained sharp and engaged (when he felt like wearing his hearing aids). 
He was kind, gentle, laid back and both respectful and respected. He enjoyed all sports and 
followed the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, Winnipeg Jets, Toronto Blue Jays and most importantly, 
the various hockey and other sports teams Lindsay and Madison played on. The best times in 
his life were spent with his family especially at Christmas time, when he was annually in charge 
of salvaging bows and ribbons and starring in ultra-competitive card games for over 30 years.

Cremation has taken place. A private family ash interment will be held at the Hillside Cemetery, 
Morden, MB, presuming there is a spring this year.

James Mark Hildebrand
1963 – 2022

On Tuesday, April 26, 2022 Jim passed away suddenly and 
unexpectedly at his home Darlingford, MB.

He leaves to mourn his passing his beloved wife, Janet (nee 
Braun); two sons, Lucas (Tanisha), Zachary (Victoria); one 
granddaughter, Aria; one sister, four brothers and their families.

He was predeceased by his mother, Margaret (nee Dyck) and his 
father, Henry Hildebrand.

Jim loved extravagantly. His Savior and his family were 
everything to him and he cherished his relationships with extended 
family and so many friends. He left a uniquely individual void in 
each of us because he never stopped giving in whatever way was 
needed. That void cannot be fi lled by anyone other than the God 

he displayed for us to follow.
A celebration of Jim’s life was held on Monday, May 2, 2022 at Christian Life Centre in Morden.
In honor of his memory, we could think of nothing that would please Jim more than knowing 

his grandkids (present and future) were provided for. We’ve opened a savings account in trust 
for them. Please contact Wiebe Funeral Home or either of Jim’s sons if you’d like to contribute.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Delmar Andrew Dickey
1928 – 2022

Delmar Andrew Dickey was born on January 23, 1928 to Andrew 
and Mable Dickey (nee Purse) in Roland, Manitoba. Delmar was 
the oldest of six children and spent his life farming the land for 48 
years south of Rosebank, Manitoba and then 12 years in Belmont, 
Manitoba. Delmar met Iola Gibson at the Rose Bowl Dance in 
Morden in 1947 and later wed on April 2, 1949. On July 17th, 1954 
they welcomed their son, Elton who was the treasure of his life. A 
farmer fi rst and foremost, Delmar also loved horse racing, bingo, 
visiting on coffee row, tending to his garden and hearing stories 
about his grandchildren.

Delmar will forever be remembered by his son, Elton Dickey and 
partner, Lori Mann (Katie and Casey), granddaughter, Shannon 

Dickey and partner, Dean Spice, grandsons, Tyson Wolf and Andrew Wolf, sisters, Myrna 
MacKenzie, Debbie Rach and Gerald, sister-in-law, Verna Pattle, brother-in-law, Harold Gibson, 
Pat Gibson, niece, Brenda Unger and Ike and many other dear family members and great friends.

Delmar was predeceased by his wife, Iola in 2013, his parents, Andrew and Mable Dickey, his 
sister, Shirley and sister, Barbara.

A Celebration of Life was held at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, April 29, 2022 at the Miami Community 
Hall.

In lieu of fl owers, if friends so desire, donations may be made in Delmar’s memory to the 
Collingwood Apartments in Miami, Manitoba, a place that Delmar spent the last few years of 
his life with great friends living life to the fullest. Cheques made payable to MSCHA PO Box 315 
Miami, MB R0G 1H0.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Many Canadians are not even aware they have hearing loss. A Statistics Canada study1 showed that while 38 percent of Canadians aged 40 – 59 years had an 
audiometrically measured hearing loss, only four per cent self-reported a loss. Similarly, 75 per cent of Canadians aged 60 – 69 years displayed a measured 
loss, with only seven per cent self-reporting. Further, 93 per cent of Canadians aged 70-79 years showed a measured loss, while only 19 per cent self-reported 
a hearing loss.

To help gauge your hearing health, consider the 
following questions:

If you answer ‘yes’ to 
any of these  questions, 
you may  benefit from a 

hearing consultation

• Do you have difficulty following conversations in a 
restaurant, a large group situation, or when there is 
background noise?

• Do you often have to ask others to repeat 
themselves? 

• Have people ever told you that you listen to the 
television or radio too loudly?

• Have you been told that you speak too loudly?

• Do you find it difficult to communicate using a 
telephone?

A hearing care professional is best equipped to assess your hearing and determine if you have 
hearing loss. During your hearing consultation you can expect:

A discussion about your current symptoms and your overall health history

A non-invasive physical examination of your ear with an instrument called an otoscope

An audiometric test which is performed in a soundproof booth, during which you wear headphones and listen 
to sounds and words directed to each ear

A speech test asking you to repeat a list of words given at different volumes

The results of these tests recorded on an audiogram

The entire testing process takes approximately 40 minutes. Once the tests are complete, your hearing 
care professional will review the results with you and answer any questions you may have.

Are You One of Many Canadians
Living With Hearing Loss?

MAY IS BETTER HEARING AND SPEECH MONTH

Measured hearing loss compared to self-reported hearing loss
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Adapted from: 2012 to 2013 and 2014 to 2015 Canadian Health Measures Surveys combined.

Audiometrically measured high-frequency hearing loss Self-reported hearing impairment

How is hearing loss diagnosed?

Are you noticing your hearing is not as good as it used to be?

Call today to arrange your
COMPLIMENTARY 

HEARING CONSULTATION*

866-559-4528
Carman Active Living Centre

47 Ed Belfour Drive, Carman, MB
Crocus Place

320 Main Street, Winkler, MB

Ask us about our
Premium Technology 

promotion for May

Source:
1. Ramage-Morin, Pamela L., Rex Banks, Dany Pineault and Maha Atrach. “Unperceived hearing loss among Canadians aged 40 to 79.” Statistics Canada. August 21, 2019. Accessed March 4, 2022. 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/82-003-x/2019008/article/00002-eng.htm

*Complimentary hearing consultations valid for those over 50. Not applicable on third party claims. Other restrictions apply, please see clinic for details.
helixhearingcare.ca
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