
SEED provides grants 
for new business start-ups, 

expansions and the
 purchase of existing 
businesses! For more 
information, contact 

Stephanie Harris, EDO

BUSINESS 
GRANTS

r e a l  e s t a t e  l t d .
11TH OF MAY, 6 - 8 PM

BED: 2 BATH: 2
Quartz countertops, sunroom, courtyard & more!

14 - 105 TALLGRASS LANE, ALTONA
OPEN HOUSE

YOUR HOME FOR 
FULL SERVICE  

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS  
PHONE: (204)

 325-0641 Open 
Monday through 

Saturday. 
Call Shane or James 

at 204-325-0641 
today to see how we 
can take care of you.

Save $20 
on Castrol synthetic oil 

changes with text coupon.

Save $25 
on an alignment with 

purchase and 
installation of 4 tires.
(alignment must be 

booked at same time
 as tire installation)

Call to book
 appointments 
204-325-0641

THURSDAY, 

MAY 11, 2023
VOLUME 2 EDITION 19

altonavoice.ca
oiceoiceVoiceV

news > sports > opinion > community > people > entertainment > events > classifi eds > careers > everything you need to know

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

Manitoba Sunfl ower Manitoba Sunfl ower 

Festival Queen Halle Festival Queen Halle 

Hildebrand got the Hildebrand got the 

chance to hold a baby chance to hold a baby 

kangaroo at a wildlife kangaroo at a wildlife 

sanctuary during sanctuary during 

her trip to Altona’s her trip to Altona’s 

sister city, Emerald, in sister city, Emerald, in 

Australia this spring. Australia this spring. 

See Pg. 11 for the full See Pg. 11 for the full 

story.story.

SUPPLIED PHOTOSUPPLIED PHOTO

Kangaroo cuddlesKangaroo cuddles
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Additions to the Voters List and/or
Personal Security Protection Requests

In accordance with Section 36 of The Municipal Councils
and School Boards Election Act, the Town of Altona Voters
List is open for changes or revisions.

Any person who is eligible to vote in municipal elections in
the Local Authority of the Town of Altona can have their
name added to the Voters List, or have any information
about the voter on the Voters List corrected.

Any person can request to have their name and address
obscured from the Voters List. A person whose name has
been obscured will receive a Personal Security Certificate
and identification number. In a civic election, that person
may only vote by Sealed Envelope Ballot and cannot vote
in person at the regular or advance voting places.

To implement the above, a written request must be
submitted to the Senior Election Official:

in person: by appointment only at 111 Centre Avenue E
by mail: PO Box 1630, Altona, Manitoba R0G 0B0
by phone: 204-324-6468
by fax: 204-324-1550
by e-mail: info@altona.ca

The next General Election takes place on:
October 28th, 2026

Main Street finally set to 
get repairs this spring
By Lori Penner

The Town of Altona will be receiving 
some long-awaited repairs to Main St. 
over the coming weeks.  

The need for the repair has been 
on council’s list for many years, says 
Altona public works manager Clint 
Derksen. “It’s important for the peo-
ple who live here. So, we are glad 
to see that this work will fi nally be 
done.”

Council and administration have 
been pounding the pavement a bit 
harder in recent years for the province 
to complete the work. 

Most recently, the Town was work-
ing with Manitoba Infrastructure and 

Transportation (MIT) on the Highway 
30 access issue, among other items, 
and that’s when Main St. was brought 
up once again.

Last year, MIT fi nally agreed to re-do 
Main Street, the provincially owned 
road that runs through town.

The original plan was to replace the 
west side curbing from Centre Ave 
to 6th Ave. at the end of April, before 
crews began the 60 mm mill and fi ll 
work on the driving surface and park-
ing lanes at the end of May when the 
asphalt plant got up and running for 
the season.

However, Mother Nature had other 
ideas and the curb work has yet to get 
started. 

Despite this delay, Derksen is confi -
dent the curbs will still get done be-
fore the end of May in order to meet 
the original resurfacing timeline.

“Conditions just weren’t right back 
then. But we only had to wait through 
the winter, and now it’s going to be 
done pretty quickly. We were able to 
arrange with them to be their fi rst 
project of the year.”

Derksen met with the asphalt and 
concrete contractors from Bituminex 
last week to work out some of the de-
tails and establish a timeline.

The company was awarded the 
contract for the $400,000 project, and 
were already in town last summer do-

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Altona’s public works manager Clint Derksen met with contractor Bituminex last 

week to discuss the repairs on Main St. that are set to be completed this month.

We want to hear from you. 
The Voice connects people 

through stories to build stronger communities.
Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 

recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? A 
teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown hero? A 
sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or expansion? 

A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?
Please share your story ideas at 

news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

What’s                 story?  

they plan to 
fi ll a 60 mm 
layer, Derksen 
says they’ll go 
deeper in some 
of the rougher 
spots if needed.

The repairs 
will consider-
ably improve 
travel down 
Main St., Derk-
sen says, where 
the potholes 
and cracks 
have become 
an increasing 
problem.

ing some work on Centre Ave. They 
will be returning this month to apply 
a layer of mill and fi ll, and complete 
the curbing, as well.

The Manitoba government will foot 
the bill.

Derksen says they’ll be focusing on 
curbing the west side of the street 
fi rst. 

“It’s in much worse shape and has 
needed doing for many years. That 
part of the project won’t be long and 
drawn out. It will probably take about 
fi ve days.”

Since the asphalt plant only opens af-
ter the long weekend in May, the mill-
ing will take place after that. While 
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HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday - Friday

9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

324 CARGILL ROAD, WINKLER
SHOP AND 
DONATE

NEW ITEMS GOING 
OUT DAILY

Winkler Harvest Festival 
announces its headliners

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Harvest Festival has 
lined up three big names in rock, 
country, and Christian music to head-
line the 2023 edition of the communi-
ty celebration.

Taking to the Parkland stage Aug. 
11-13 are the Crash Test Dummies, the 
Hunter Brothers, and We Are Messen-
gers. 

“When it comes to picking perform-
ers to be headliners, there’s a lot of 
things that come into play: Where are 
they coming from? Are they touring? 
Do they fi t our budget?” shared fes-
tival director Nicole Enns. “We try to 
cater to as many diff erent genres as 
we can and to have a little something 
for everyone every year.”

The Crash Test Dummies will an-
chor the Friday night stage line-up. 

They’re a band fans of ‘90s music es-

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Crash Test Dummies (above), Hunter Brothers (below), and We Are Messengers 

(left) are this year's big stage acts for the 2023 Winkler Harvest Festival.

Crash Test Dummies, 
Hunter Brothers, and 
We Are Messengers 
to perform

Our mistake
Our story last week on the Back 40 Festival 

incorrectly stated that Joey Landreth would be 
performing at the June 4 festival alongside band 
The Bros. Landreth.

Landreth will in fact be performing solo as the 
festival’s headliner.

We apologize for the error and any confusion it 
may have caused.

pecially will enjoy, noted Enns.
The Winnipeg-based group rocked 

the Canadian charts with their 1991 
hit single “Superman’s Song” and 
then found international success 
with their 1993 single “Mmm Mmm 
Mmm Mmm.” Other notable hits in-
clude ““The Ballad of Peter Pumpkin-
head”and “Keep A Lid on Things.”

This year they’ve released a new 
original single “Sacred Alphabet” 
and have been touring North Amer-
ica and Europe.

On stage festival Saturday are the 
Hunter Brothers, who performed at 
the festival back in 2017.

“They’ve been here a few times be-
fore and they’ve been a bit hit,” Enns 
said. 

The group is made up of fi ve brothers 
from Saskatchewan who made the Bill-
board Canada Country charts with their debut single “El 
Dorado” in 2016. Since then, their single “Born and Raised” 
cracked the Top 10 and 2019’s “Lost” was a #1 hit.

The group has earned multiple Canadian Country Mu-
sic Association Award nominations, JUNO Award nom-
inations, and Saskatchewan Country Music Association  
Award wins. 

Wrapping things up festival Sunday is We Are Messen-
gers, a Christian rock/pop band originally from Ireland but 
who today call the U.S. home. 

Their self-titled fi rst studio album in 2016 hit the top 10 on 
the Billboard album charts while their 2019 follow-up, Hon-
est, reached the top 10 on the Billboard Christian albums 
chart.

“They’re another group that came highly recommended,” 
Enns said. 

Joining these three headliners in performing festival week-
end will be a host of other acts, the details of which are still 
being fi rmed up.

“There’s going to be some openers that are really, really 
awesome that you won’t want to miss,” Enns said, “along 
with some local talent performing in the beer gardens.”



4   The Voice  Thursday, May 11, 2023

South Western Manitoba’s
Only Asphalt Plant

Located in Morden, MB
284 Willcocks Rd.

CALL 204-254-7761
FOR PICKUP OR INSTALL PRICING

estimating@bayviewconstruction.caOR EMAIL

ASPHALT & PAVING
EXPERTS

Parking Lots  Driveways
Roads  Pathways

Quilting skills on display at Barnswallow show
By Lorne Stelmach

Quilting has long been a creative 
outlet and also a means of connection 

for Jean Motheral.
The Morden resident enjoys the 

craft, and it is also meaningful for her, 
especially when she is making some-

thing for someone else.
“Sometimes I make special things 

for special people,” said Motheral, 
who was the feature quilter this past 
weekend at the Barnswallows Quil-
ters quilt show at the Access Event 
Centre in Morden.

“I like working with fabric, and I like 

making things and giving them as 
gifts. I would rather give something I 
made as a gift rather than something I 
just went and bought. I think it means 
something more to the recipient.”

Motheral cited, for example, one 
larger quilt made for her daughter 
when she was getting married.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Jean Motheral was the feature quilter at the Barnswallow quilt show in Morden 

last weekend. Here she is with a piece she created for her daughter in celebration 

of her wedding. Right: Another piece she did for her niece, an avid reader.

“Each block represents some-
thing in her life,” she said, add-
ing that she was on a deadline in 
this case “so I did nothing else 
pretty much for four months ... 
its all machine joined but then I 
hand quilted it.”

“And there’s a bookcase quilt 
I made for a niece when she 
graduated because she was re-
ally into literature and writing 
stories and so on.”

Quilting wasn’t really some-
thing that Motheral was drawn 
to earlier on in life, though there 
was some family connection to 
it.

“I was a home economics 
teacher, so I’ve always been in-
terested in sewing. I was a 4Her 
to start with,” she said.

Continued on page 5
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Reinfeld Park

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

The Barnswallow Quilters welcomed 

people back for the fi rst time in 

three years to their annual quilt 

show last weekend The quilt guild 

was celebrating 35 years with a large 

display of all manner of fabric work by 

artisans from across the province.

“And I’m ‘Scotch’, so I never threw 
away any fabric,” she said with a 
laugh. “I always thought maybe some 
day I would start quilting and use it 
up ... but then I found out if you’re 
a real quilter you buy new fabric, so 
that’s part of the fun, I guess.

“My grandmother did quilting, but 
I wasn’t very old when she left us ... 
I do have some of her quilts, and it’s 
kind of special to have them,” Moth-
eral continued. “In the community 
where I grew up, there were quite a 
few women who did quilt, and I al-
ways admired what they made.”

Her pieces are varied and include 
both machine work and hand work. 
A number that were on display last 
weekend were in the log cabin style.

“You can rearrange your blocks. One 
is also log cabin, but it looks totally 
diff erent,” Motheral said in pointing 
to one that she noted likely took the 
most work and the longest time to 
complete.

“All these hexagon pieces are joined 
together by hand, so the whole thing 
was assembled by hand and then I 
quilted it by hand as well,” she ex-
plained. “I started in 2010 and fi nally 

fi nished it this year; I had put it away 
for a while in between when I just got 
tired of working on it.”

Motheral is glad to be part of the 
quilting guild and to have had the op-
portunity now to be the feature quil-
ter for the annual show.

“It was a little intimidating, but af-

ter I got everything up, I thought well 
that actually looks pretty good,” she 
said. “When I moved to Morden I 
wanted to learn more about quilting, 
so I joined the Barnswallows, and I’ve 
learned so much from the other wom-
en.”

 >  QUILT SHOW, FROM PG. 4
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All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.
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The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

their new 8-track or cassette players, 
in my mother’s busy kitchen, driving 
with my dad down some dusty coun-
try road, or experiencing a fi rst love 
that has always been my standard for 
every love after.

There are many singer/songwriters 
that I absolutely love, but few who 
could paint the colours of my emo-
tions like he could.

To say I was infl uenced by his mu-
sic is a wild understatement, even 
though I didn’t have it on replay all 
day long. It just seemed to show up 
randomly, just when I needed it the 
most.

There are ghosts of those songs that 
have lingered with me my whole life, 
popping up on a car radio, a random 
Spotify playlist, or the canned music 
in the grocery store. They catch me 
by surprise every time, carrying me 
back to places in my heart I wish I 
could visit again. Causing tears and 
smiles. His folksy sound and quaint 
lyrics, coupled with that rich Ontario 

accent resonated with me, a shy Ca-
nadian girl who felt everything far 
too deeply.

As “Carefree Highway” says, they 
turned back the pages of the times I 

loved best, returning me to the good 
old faithful feelings I once knew.

As I formed new memories in my 
adult years, his songs reminded me 
that life didn’t have to be as compli-
cated as I was making it. Songs about 
picking up the pieces of my sweet, 
shattered dreams made me feel like 
I wasn’t alone in my mess. They re-
minded me that I had seen better 
days. Songs like, “Did She Mention 
My Name?” washed me with nostal-
gia, reminding me that the number 
of birthdays you’ve had really means 
nothing at all, and our hometowns 
are often the places we end up miss-
ing the most. 

I see younger people posting vid-
eos, talking about all of us Gen. Xers 
or Baby Boomers waxing nostalgic 
on our old, outdated music. And you 
know, guilty as charged. I’m a good 
target for that. But it doesn’t bother 
me. I probably did the same thing 
when I was their age, when my par-
ents hauled out their ancient LPs.

But I sincerely hope that the cur-
rent generation should be so lucky as 
I have been to form these powerful 

I 
just lost a dear compan-
ion. The thing about dear 
companions is that they 
become such an integral 
thread in the fabric of 

your life, you take them wild-
ly for granted. 

Until they’re gone.
Gordon Lightfoot was 84 when he 

moved on to his carefree highway 
last week, having lived, as they say, a 
good long life. But for most Canadi-
ans, it just wasn’t long enough.

I’ve been immers-
ing myself in his 
music for days now, 
torturing my heart 
and my soul with 
nostalgia. Salt in 
the wound maybe. 
Or a soothing balm. 
They’re strangely 
the same.

There are certain 
songs, when you 
hear them, that immediately stir im-
ages of people, places, and events 
from long ago in your past. Some of 
those musical memories are so strong, 
you actually begin to feel connected 
to the person you were the fi rst time 
you heard them.

Gordon was attached to some of my 
oldest memories. I can’t remember the 
fi rst time I heard “If You Could Read 
My Mind,” “Sundown,” or “Wreck of 
the Edmund Fitzgerald”  but when-
ever I hear them now I fi nd myself 
young again, on a humid summer 
afternoon on the farm where I grew 
up, chasing butterfl ies with my sis-
ter, hanging around my brothers with 

I'll find you on that carefree highway

Continued on page 7

By Lori 
Penner

• DON'T MIND THE MESS
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Notice of Environment Act Proposal
Manitoba Environment and Climate invites public comment on the 
following proposal:
HERMAN NEUFELD – HERMAN NEUFELD AUTO-WRECKING – 
FILE: 6132.00
Herman Neufeld proposes to operate an auto-wrecking facility on 
portions of NE 28-1-4 WPM within the Rural Municipality of Stanley, 
Manitoba. If approved, the facility will collect, store, dismantle, and 
recycle vehicles and scrap metals. Non-recyclable materials will be 
transported to a licensed facility for further processing, reuse, or 
disposal. No hazardous waste is disposed of at this location.
Anyone likely to be affected by the proposal and who wishes to 
comment, should contact Mehak Bajwa, Senior Environmental 
Engineer, in writing or by email at Mehak.Bajwa@gov.mb.ca no 
later than May 29, 2023. Further information is available from the 
Public Registry: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to this proposal will be available to 
the proponent and placed on the public registry per Section 17 of The 
Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate

14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6

Toll-Free: 1-800-282-8069
Fax: 204-945-5229

Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries

memories, with music such that when they 
hear a song, years down the road, it imme-
diately transports them back to simpler mo-
ments, simpler memories.

I was lucky to have Gordon Lightfoot in my 
life. And the CD featuring all his hits will re-
main in my car stereo, on replay, for many 
more days to come. Not because I like to cry. 

But because they remind me that our touch-
stones matter. National treasures and gifts 
that come and go - they matter. For a short 
time, we had that spark. And it’s up to us to 
remember it for what it was and cherish it for 
what it always will be: the sweet, simple, soul-
ful anthems of our Canadian hearts.

 >  DON’T MIND THE MESS, FROM PG. 6

Getting real about discussing mental health
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Eden Foundation invited commu-
nity members to Winkler Arts and 
Culture every night last week to “Get 
Real” when it comes to talking about 
mental health.

The foundation’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week activities featured 
local people sharing their stories.

“It’s been extremely enlightening 
and has really opened our eyes to dif-
ferent aspects of mental health in the 
community,”  said director of devel-
opment Jayme Giesbrecht ahead of 
Friday night’s presentation.

“Every single evening we’ve had 
people coming up to us and saying 
how much they enjoyed it or what 
they leaned from it or 
even sharing their own 
mental health stories,” she 
continued. “To me, that’s 
the greatest win is that, by 
seeing and hearing others 
share from the communi-
ty, people are feeling brave 
enough to share their own 
struggles.”

Things kicked off  Mon-
day with immigrants 
talking about some of the 
mental health challenges 
they faced after moving to 
Canada.

Tuesday saw Eden 
Health Care Services staff  
share a bit about their 
work and off er advice on topics such 
as mindfulness.

Wednesday had participants paint-
ing positive messages on rocks to be 
hidden around town.

Thursday featured a presentation 
from life coach and author Anita Fro-
ese on living authentically.

And Friday’s session saw Win-
kler Fire Chief Richard Paetzold and 
Boundary Trails Health Centre palli-
ative care nurse Blake Derksen speak 
candidly about the stresses of their 
jobs and how they deal with them.

Derksen explained he is one of two 
dedicated palliative care nurses at 
BTHC who help patients and their 

families navigate end of life care.
“Caring for someone in their last 

days, weeks, or months is stressful,” 
he shared, noting staffi  ng shortages 
don’t make things any easier as pa-
tient loads increase. “We all want the 
best for our patients and we invest 
ourselves in their care, trying to pro-
vide comfort and compassion.

“This care also involves caring for 
their families. There are times when 
we spend as much time or more sup-
porting loved ones.”

They’re with people at an incredibly 
emotionally and taxing time in their 
lives, and that can certainly take a toll 
on them as caregivers, manifesting 
in a host of emotional and physical 
symptoms.

“This exposure to dif-
fi culty can lead to emo-
tional burnout and com-
passion fatigue,” Derksen 
said, noting it can be hard 
not to let work follow him 
home and into interac-
tions with his own family. 
“Sometimes it feels like 
you have an emotional/
sympathetic tank that has 
just run dry.”

Dealing with grief is also 
part of the job.

“Yes, this is our job and 
we know that these are ex-
pected deaths, but our pa-
tients are still people and 
we still feel the loss.”

Staff  lean on each other to commis-
erate on tough cases, Derksen said, 
holding debriefi ng sessions as needed 
to provide support, as they did after 
one recent busy stretch of losses.

“We talked about the ones we re-
member, the ones we wish we could 
have done better with, the families 
we grew to know, and the ones that 
died too quickly,” he said, adding that 
“holding each other up and sharing 
our grief” was a way to help everyone 
cope with it.

Self-care is also hugely important 
when it comes to maintaining one’s 
mental health, Derksen stressed. 

“Doing our best to maintain a  

healthy lifestyle and fi nd time to re-
lax, spend time with family, or just 
to sleep,” he said, noting spiritual 
support can also be part of that, and 
BTHC has a spiritual care coordinator 
who is there not just for patients and 
their loved ones but staff  as well.

A MENTAL PHOTO ALBUM
Chief Paetzold refl ected on his 32-

year career as a fi refi ghter and how 
some of the emergency scenes he’s re-
sponded to have deeply aff ected him.

“My journey is a photo album, and 
there’s entries being made in it almost 
every day,” he began, explaining ev-
ery tough call leaves an image behind 
that might be called to mind unex-
pectedly years later.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
BTHC palliative care nurse Blake Derksen (left) and Winkler Fire Chief Richard 

Paetzold shared their stories Friday night as Eden Foundation wrapped up fi ve 

days of Mental Health Week activities at Winkler Arts and Culture.

Continued on page 8

pare you for,” Paetzold recalled. “So 
began the fi rst ‘photo’ put into my fi re 
service photo album in my head.”

There have been countless other en-
tries over the years, of other high-im-
pact vehicle collisions, suicides, fi res, 
workplace accidents.

There have been times where he felt 
he didn’t do enough, wasn’t prepared 
enough, Paetzold said, sharing the 
story of a pulp mill worker who had 
fallen into a boiler. 

Firefi ghters struggled to get him 
out, spending hours in futile attempts 
until the right equipment could fi nal-
ly be brought in. While the man sur-
vived, he was paralyzed.

His fi rst bad 
call as a rookie 
fi refi ghter was a 
multi-vehicle col-
lision that caused 
several deaths.

“It was a long 
extrication and 
I saw sights 
and sounds and 
smells that noth-
ing can ever pre-

“SOMETIMES 

IT FEELS LIKE 

YOU  HAVE AN 

EMOTIONAL/

SYMPATHETIC 

TANK THAT 

HAS JUST RUN 

DRY.”
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Getting active for 
Mental Health Week
A small but game group did some Zumba last Wednesday as part of the Mental 

Health Week activities in Morden. The free events also included a Better Seep, 

Better Health workshop Monday, cardio drumming Tuesday, yoga Thursday, and 

a paint night Friday. Mental Health Week is a national campaign that serves as 

an opportunity to raise awareness about mental health issues and promote well-

being.

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Turning “post-traumatic stress into post-traumatic growth”

 PHOTO BY WINKLER ARTS AND CULTURE
Wednesday night's Eden Mental Health Awareness 

Week event had participants painting rocks with 

positive messages to hide around town.

“It was the most embarrassing point in my career,” 
Paetzold said of the feelings of helplessness and 
frustration, explaining he’s worked hard in the years 
since to ensure something like that doesn’t happen 
again. That’s why Winkler fi refi ghters not only train 
as much as they do for so many diff erent scenarios 
but also take the time to take a hard look at what 
went right or wrong after any given call.

“We try to control the controllables,” the chief said, 
adding it’s also a matter of “turning post-traumatic 
stress into post-traumatic growth. Not just wallow-
ing in the failure but moving towards growth and 
using those bad experiences to do better.”

The department also takes seriously checking in 
with its members after tough calls to ensure people 
are supported in whatever they may be feeling, so 
they can fi nd ways to deal with it in a healthy way.

Still, sometimes the cumulative impact the job has 
on a person can catch you unaware, Paetzold said, 
recalling responding to the suicide of a young man 
and wondering if he had fi nally reached his limit.

“It’s not that I hadn’t seen this before. I’ve seen 

many, many suicides over the years ... but it was 
this time that, after making sure all of my guys were 
looked after, we’d had our critical incidence stress 
debriefi ng, I was standing in the shower and I start-
ed to bawl.

“Is this it? Is my photo album full? Is this the end of 
my career?”

He sought help to deal with it and ultimately decid-
ed he had “a few more pages left” in him to continue 
as a fi refi ghter.

It can be diffi  cult to talk about mental health chal-
lenges, to admit you need help, but it is so very im-
portant to do so, Paetzold stressed.

“I have a photo album in my head. Every person 
that has died, every trauma I’ve seen forms a pic-
ture,” he said. “If I don’t keep up with managing the 
pictures in my album, they will fall out. Deal with 
each picture and another page gets put in your al-
bum that you can put pictures on.

“When the album is full, I will have to retire,” Paet-
zold refl ected. When that happens, he added, he’ll 
fi nd another way to continue his life’s work of help-
ing people.

From Pg. 7

By Voice staff 

The requirement to wear a mask in 
most Manitoba acute, long-term and 
community health-care settings lifts 
this week.

Shared Health announced the 
change, which applies to most visi-
tors and patients entering health-care 
facilities across the province, will oc-
cur Wednesday, May 10. The move 
follows similar changes in other prov-
inces in recent weeks.

Individuals who are ill will still be 
asked to wear a mask when seeking 
care and should refrain from visiting 

or accompanying a loved one receiv-
ing care.

“The changes in masking require-
ments are based on advice given by 
infection prevention and control ex-
perts and refl ect the changes we’ve 
seen with virus transmission in our 
province over the past year,” said 
Monika Warren, Shared Health’s 
COO of provincially coordinated 
health services and its chief nursing 
offi  cer, in a statement. “Care settings 
across the province will continue to 
be mask-friendly. Masks will be avail-
able to those who wish to wear them.”

Warren noted these changes will 

not apply in settings where care is 
being provided to particularly vul-
nerable populations, including can-
cer patients and transplant recipients. 
Masking requirements in these loca-
tions will be clearly indicated with 
signage.

Health-care workers will continue 
to have access to medical masks and 
N95 respirators when needed.

“Masks continue to be an eff ective 
way of limiting virus transmission,” 
Warren said. “For individuals expe-
riencing a signifi cant illness or health 
event, we want to ensure the environ-
ments they visit within our facilities 

off er them every possible measure to 
protect their health and wellness.”

Warren noted that mask require-
ments in individual health-care clin-
ics may vary.

In a statement Friday, Terry Penner, 
executive director at the C.W. Wiebe 
Medical Centre in Winkler, expressed  
"thanks to the community for their pa-
tience and support of the clinic health 
care professionals as they navigated 
through the directives and guidance 
of Shared Health over the past three 
years."

Masks no longer required in most health-care settings

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?



The Voice  Thursday, May 11, 2023    9   

23052AR1

Cossack Kozak Siromaha performs in Morden
By Lorne Stelmach

Kozak Siromaha doesn’t just look 
like a Cossack but actually aims to 
live his life as one, and he off ered a 
Morden audience a sample of his cul-
tural traditions last week.

The performance last Tuesday at St. 
Paul’s United Church featured music 
and vocal compositions with Siroma-
ha playing a harmonium, but there 
was also storytelling about legends, 
facts and history of the Cossacks, a 
name which comes from the Slavic 
word for free man.

“He is a free man,” said Yevgeniya 
Tatarenko, serving as an interpreter 
for Siromaha. “He keeps improving 
himself as he goes and developing 
himself, spiritually and emotionally, 
and to become braver and stronger, 
but a lot of it is spiritual development.

“For them, it was very important to 
not work for owners but to be free. 
And the centre for them was the God 
inside ... everything they were doing 
was based on that trust and believing 
in God.

“Historically, the Cossacks were 
Ukrainian warriors in the 16th and 
17th centuries,” Tatarenko added 
herself. “They were super strong, so 
there were a lot of legends that no one 
could kill Cossacks because they are 
so strong and spiritual.

“So there’s a physical component 
and a huge spiritual component as 
well that was leading them, pushing 
them and keeping them safe and al-
most magical as well.”

Dwelling in the northern hinter-
lands of the Black and Caspian seas, 
the Cossacks were a semi-nomadic 
people with a tradition of indepen-
dence. They were allowed a degree of 
self-governance in exchange for mili-
tary service.

Siromaha lives on the banks of the 
Dnipro River in a settlement where 
children are raised in the Cossack 
culture. He lives according to ancient 
Cossack traditions and does not con-
sume alcohol or meat. 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Cossack artist Kozak Siromaha shared his music with audiences in Morden last 

week. Left: Some local kids got the chance to learn traditional dance moves.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Continued on page 14
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Zara’s Gardens
1/4 mile W of  Winkler

431-350-0270

GREAT DEALS! - MAY 11-17

$1.39 $3.99

$1.39$7.95
REG. $11.95

BUY 10 GET 1 FREE

Faces of Gateway gala returns
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Gateway Resources celebrated the 
return of its Faces of Gateway gala 
Thursday night after a three-year ab-
sence.

The evening is a chance to shine a 
spotlight on the agency’s programs 
for adults living with intellectual dis-
abilities, explained CEO Kim Nelson.

“Gateway’s like a puzzle, with mul-
tiple pieces that are put together to be 
part of the community,” she said. 

The organization provides partic-
ipants with a variety of support ser-
vices—residential, recreational, life 
skills—as well as work placements 
both at Gateway (such as its recycling 
and woodworking departments)  and 
out in the community.

“Tonight’s theme is growth and 
gratitude,” Nelson said. “I have had 
the privilege to work at Gateway for 
many years. This has given me the 
opportunity to see the changes and 
growth within our organization and 
with the community.

“I have a hard time keeping track of 
the years. To me this is an indicator of 
the strong foundation Gateway was 
built on. Each day and in each area 

of Gateway there are challenges and 
opportunities. But with gratitude and 
grace, even challenges can be turned 
into opportunities.”

A few new opportunities the agen-
cy shared with its supporters includ-
ed plans to build two new accessible 
homes in Winkler’s North Point area 
for participants transitioning from 
the Manitoba Developmental Centre 
(MDC) in Portage la Prairie to com-
munity living.

“We’ve already worked with two 
individuals who have moved from 
there to our existing residences,” 
shared Dianne Hildebrand, director 
of housing, in a video shown that 
provided a glimpse at Gateway’s 
ongoing programs and future plans. 
“Now we’re building new homes for 
six more people to make their home 
in these communities, so we’re excit-
ed about that opportunity.”

The second big project in the works 
is a new building going up at Main 
Street South and Peters Avenue in 
Winkler that will house the Senior Ac-
tivity program on the main fl oor and 
Supported Independent Living (SIL) 
apartments upstairs.

“Our current location that we serve 

the seniors from is not as adequate as 
we would like it to be, just because the 
needs are growing,” said Tim Hamp, 
director of day services. “With people 
getting older at Gateway, there needs 
to be an opportunity for them to con-
tinue to connect not only socially but 
recreationally.

“Having this new space being built 
is not only exciting but also encour-
aging for everyone that’s currently a 
part of the seniors program. It’s some-
thing that we’ve been looking for-
ward to for the last number of years.”

The second fl oor will provide 
much-needed living space for par-
ticipants in the SIL program. There 
will be a total of seven one-bedroom 
apartments.

“The Supported Independent Living 
program is growing a lot, and avail-
ability of apartments isn’t consistent,” 
noted Hildebrand, explaining these 
units will allow participants to live 
independently but still be connected 
to the Gateway community. The main 
fl oor of the building, after the senior 
program is done for the day, can be 
used a communal gathering space.

Colleen Mourant has been part of 
the SIL program for several years 
now. She was one of two Gateway 
participants to serve as guest speaker 
at the gala.

“In 2017 I started volunteering at 
Katie Cares/Katie’s Cottage, which 

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
At the Gateway Resources gala last week, Patsy Wharf (left) and Colleen Mourant 

shared their experiences as participants of Gateway Resources' Senior Activity 

and Supported Independent Living programs, respectively.

Continued on page 17
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Sunflower Queen reflects on 
a magical journey to Emerald
By Lori Penner

Manitoba  Sunfl ower Queen Halle 
Hildebrand recently returned from 
the Land Down Under after a whirl-
wind tour of Altona’s sister city, Em-
erald..

Joining her on the Australian adven-
ture were her parents, sister, and aunt 
and First Princess Amber Thiessen 
and her parents.

The trip was part of the years-long 
exchange of festival royalty between 
the two communities.

While there, Hildebrand and Thies-
sen served as Altona’s ambassadors 
at the annual Central Highlands Sun-
fl ower (CHS) Festival, where they 
witnessed the crowning of Queen 
Paige McKenzie and Princess Caitlyn 
Horn.

McKenzie will be heading to Mani-
toba this July to attend Altona’s 2023 
festival.

Hildebrand says going to Australia 
has been a dream for a very long time. 

“I was really excited to go see Pip-
er Rhodda  [reigning CHS Festival 
Queen] and Grace Simpson [2020 
Queen] in their hometown, because 
they came and saw us in our home-
town and they supported us here, 
and I was excited to do that there for 
them.”

The visitors stayed at the home of 
Simpson, where they had a long nap 

after the 15-hour fl ight. 
“This is the farthest that I have ever 

travelled,” Hildebrand says. “The fi rst 
thing I noticed was how everybody 
drives on the wrong side of the road. 
That and the extremely hot weather 
was something to get used to.”

The days that followed included vis-
its to a variety of local attractions, in-
cluding a ride in a giant dump truck 
at the Jellinbah coal mines, a hike 
through the Tablelands, and swim-
ming at Rainbow Falls, where they 
were in awe of the breathtaking scen-
ery and were a little startled by a poi-
sonous brown snake.

“Piper nearly stepped on it, so that 
was cool but really scary.”

They also visited the gem fi elds, 
where they toured an old mine and 
then fossicked for sapphires. 

And of course, it wouldn’t be a trip 
to Australia without visiting the wild-
life sanctuary to hold a baby kanga-
roo.

“It was really weird to hear that in 
Australia, kangaroos are just like our 
deer. They just wander around freely, 
and a lot of people there consider 
them pests.”

A visit to a sunfl ower patch and see-
ing the Sunfl ower painting on an ea-
sel, just like Altona’s, made it feel like 
home, Hildebrand says.

They also attended a Mayor’s Din-

ner where they were able to meet 
many local offi  cials and residents.

“We also visited a care home to meet 
a lifetime Sunfl ower committee mem-
ber, and that was a real honour. And a 
combined church service that the en-
tire group attended had some really 
beautiful music.”

At the contestant speech night, Hil-
debrand presented a speech and re-
ceived a number of gifts and keep-
sakes from the town of Emerald.

Of course, one of the highlights was 
the Emerald Sunfl ower Festival itself, 
where they enjoyed all the events 
including a rodeo, horse racing, a 
parade, a mullet contest, and the 
crowning of the Central Highlands 
Sunfl ower Queen. 

“During the rodeo, they get these 
tiny little kids riding these bulls and 
just getting fl ung off . That was wild,” 

Hildebrand shared. “Their parade is 
similar in size to ours, and the fl oats 
are just crazy beautiful. They go all 
out. The entrants get judged on their 
fl oats.”

Hildebrand noted that fundraising 
for a local charity is a big part of the 
Australian pageant. 

“There was also no fashion show. 
They just did speeches.”

The stay in Emerald culminated in a 
Music and Mingle event. 

“It was all such an amazing experi-
ence. It was hard to say goodbye. I 
took tons of photos and videos of ev-
ery little thing. And I can hardly wait 
to welcome Paige when she comes to 
visit Altona in July.”

Hildebrand fell in love with Aus-
tralia and extended her visit for a 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Manitoba Sunfl ower Festival Queen Halle Hildebrand and 1st Princess Amber 

Thiessen with Emerald Mayor Kerry Hayes at the Mayor’s Dinner hosted by 

Emerald, Australia during the ladies’ trip to Altona’s sister city a few weeks ago.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Above: Visiting the gem fi elds before touring an old mine and hunting for 

sapphires. Right: Altona’s Queen with the 2023 winners of the Central Highlands 

Sunfl ower Festival.

Continued on page 12
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Two Sparrows Greenhouse opens in Altona’s industrial park
By Lori Penner

 Spring has fi nally arrived, and local 
gardeners will be thrilled to hear that 
a new greenhouse has just opened to 
feed their passion for planting.

Two Sparrows Greenhouse is a 
brand-new option for local green 
thumbs who are eager to start work-
ing in their gardens and fl owerbeds.

Owner Nicole Wood says she’s ex-
cited to launch this dream and can’t 
wait to meet her customers, provide a 
wide variety of plants, and off er gar-

dening tips and advice.
“I realized with so many local gar-

deners travelling to diff erent green-
houses in the area to see all the dif-
ferent plants being off ered, this 
community could support a second 
greenhouse very well,” she says. 

Wood grew up on a grain farm near 
Altona and remembers helping her 
mom in the garden. 

“I’ve been drawn to gardening and 
planting throughout my life.”

She attended the Faculty of Architec-
ture at the U. of M. and branched into 

landscape architecture. After working 
at a local greenhouse during her sum-
mer break, she fell in love with plants.

But her life went on to take a diff er-
ent course, including nursing studies 
and a job at the local personal care 
home for 15 years.

Then, two years ago, Wood and a 
colleague grew some plants and held 
a plant sale.

“I enjoyed that so much, it re-ignit-
ed something in me,” she says. “I re-
evaluated my life goals and decided 
to step away from nursing, take a 
chance and pursue running a green-
house.” 

After completing the Prairie Horti-
culture Certifi cate program at Assini-
boine Community College, she went 
on to study greenhouse management 
and business management.

“I went from nurturing patients to 
nurturing plants.”

She set out to fi nd the perfect spot 
for her venture. Finding a location 
was a bit tricky, she says. 

“You need a lot of space for green-
houses, so the industrial park was our 
best option.”

Wood confesses that setting up the 
greenhouse was a big learning curve, 

but her passion for plants and her 
faith kept her going.

She quoted Matthew 10:29-31: “Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
Yet not one of them will fall to the 
ground outside your Father’s care. So 
don’t be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows.”

“I knew who was looking after me. I 
wanted the greenhouse name to glo-
rify God’s name, not my own, and 
hence the name Two Sparrows Green-
house.”

Two Sparrows Greenhouse off ers a 
wide variety of annuals, perennials, 
as well as garden vegetable plants, 
trees, and shrubs. Next year, Wood 
says, they are planning to off er house 
plants, as well as more baskets and 
decorative pots.

“I think we’ll be growing right along 
with our customers, knowing what’s 
in demand and what people want to 
see,” Wood said. “Right now we’re of-
fering a bit of everything just to get a 
feel for it. 

Two Sparrows Greenhouse is open 
currently Monday through Saturday, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at  #396 
2nd Street NE.

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Nicole Wood is the owner of Two Sparrows Greenhouse. The new business opened 

their doors last week on 2nd Street NE.

EMBRACES COMMUNITYthrough employee giving.
FRIESENS

READ MORE AT
Friesens.com

few weeks visiting the sights in and 
around Sydney with her family, alone, 
and later with her boyfriend.

“I saw tons of stuff  and met some re-
ally interesting people. I went to mul-
tiple museums, and a small beach. I 
also went to the High Park Barracks, 
which are like Canada’s residential 

schools. It was very intense, and I 
couldn’t make it through the whole 
thing. I also went to St. Andrew’s Ca-
thedral.”

The visit also included swimming 
at the Great Barrier Reef and white-
water rafting with crocodiles.

“It was all just so incredible.”

Fire in NeubergthalFire in Neubergthal
FACEBOOK.COM/ALTONAFIRE

Altona/Rhineland Emergency Services (ARES) were called to a barn fi re in 

Neubergthal late Tuesday (May 2) afternoon. The barn was fully involved 

when fi refi ghters arrived and was a total loss. The barn was the only structure 

damaged and no one was injured.

>  AUSTRALIA, FROM PG. 11
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Need on the rise at 
Rhineland food bank
By Lori Penner

 The number of families and individ-
uals using Rhineland and Area Food 
Bank has increased substantially over 
the last year, it was noted at the or-
ganization’s annual general meeting 
last week. 

Annual visitors to the facility which 
provides food for local families in 
need went up to 1,961 in 2022, rep-
resenting an increase of 27 per cent 
from the year before.

Board chair Angelika Stoesz says 
this worked out to about 38 hampers 
going out weekly, as compared to 30 
per week in 2021.

Currently a typical Monday will see 
well over 50 hampers going out.

“And next year, I know, will be con-
siderably higher,” Stoesz says. “Be-
cause the grocery costs are higher 
than ever this year, client numbers 
have increased, and the average cost 
per client has also increased consider-
ably.

“But we live in an exceptionally gen-
erous community,” she adds. “Fall 

food drives coordinated by The Elks, 
FCC, and various youth groups and 
schools in the community, with veg-
etables and dry beans being donated 
by local producers, have helped keep 
our shelves fi lled.”

Those donations have also kept 
the cost spent per client down. The 
community response, Stoesz says, in 
terms of cash donations, time volun-
teered, and food items provided, has 
been overwhelming.

Due to a one-time provincial Food 
Security Fund grant of $50,000, and lo-
cal donations, the organization’s rev-
enue last year was $156,444. It sounds 
like a big number, Stoesz notes, until 
you see the $70,278 for groceries, and 
other ongoing expenses.

The Rhineland and Area Food Bank 
continues to focus on providing es-
sential and healthy foods, such as 
basic canned meats, fi sh, fruit, veg-
etables, beans, and soups, as well as 
peanut butter, non-sugary cereals and 
oatmeal, pasta, pasta sauces, rice, and 
powdered juices. They’ve recently 
added milk to their list of provisions.

Health Department regulations pro-
hibit them from distributing stale, 
dated, opened, or homemade items. 
Extras, baby food, or items needing 
refrigeration are not encouraged.

Their recent purchase of another 
freezer in which to store bread and 
items such as meat has also been a big 
help.

Their move to their current location 

on Centre Avenue in Jan. 2022 has 
also helped them serve their clients 
more effi  ciently. 

“It’s proven to be a very positive 
thing,” says Stoesz. “Just the extra 
space for moving groceries has been 
so much better, and for clients to come 
and go.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Rhineland and Area Food Bank board members (from left) Timothy James, Alvin 

Ginter, Jeff  Peters, Lori Dueck, Angelika Stoesz, and Bill Penner. Missing are Sharon 

Friesen, Laurie Enns, and Cornelius Goertzen. 

• SUSTAINABLE LIVING

By Marilyn Houser Hamm, 
Altona Community Action Network

After what seemed like unending 
winter, the joy of melted snow, fresh 
rainfall, and the signs of spring are 
igniting garden fever and the urge to 
get planting. 

ACAN would like to encourage our 
community to “plant with a purpose” 
this year.

In 2022, in cooperation with the 
David Suzuki Foundation, ACAN  
began to establish corridors in our 
community and schools where native 
plants are grown to provide urgent-
ly-needed nutrition and habitat to 
endangered monarch butterfl ies and 
pollinators in general.  Pollinators are 
responsible for one out of every three 
bites of the food we eat.

The community can begin to see and 
learn about native fl owers and grass-
es this year in exciting ways.  First, 
around the beautiful new timber 

frame pavilion at Altona’s Communi-
ty Garden, with expert, community-
designed landscaping, will feature an 
area of fl owering native plants. 

In their fi rst full blooming season 
last year, visitors experienced the 
hum and  buzzing of many pollina-
tors already fi nding the plot site.  The 
newly-landscaped area will become 
a source of beauty, pride, and nur-
ture for the community to enjoy. But 
the site will also provide educational 
opportunities for the community to 
learn of native plants, food growing, 
and community-building through a 
shared identity as those who care for 
the earth and the well-being of one 
another.

Secondly, the Pembina Trail, the 
seven kilometre biking/walking path 
between Altona and Gretna, will be-
gin the restoration of the trail to na-
tive grasses by Ducks Unlimited this 
spring. Come and enjoy 10-12 variet-
ies of prairie native grasses and but-

terfl y plants.. 
Thirdly, in 2022 ACAN was de-

lighted to sponsor bringing 14 Butter-
fl y Gardens, plots of 72 native plant 
plugs from Prairie Originals in Sel-
kirk to Altona and area residents.  The 
location of these plots is being placed 
on the ACAN web page and may be 
viewed at altonacan.ca/projects/
fi nd-altonas-butterfl yway-gardens.

This year ACAN is inviting the 
community to expand individual 
plot locations to full “butterfl yway” 
corridors. An area of approximately 
ten plots of virtually any size/shape 
with 12 plants minimum constitute 
enough nutrition for its pollinators 
for the season. Go to the web page 
map, identify the plot location near-
est you, and enjoy creating your own 
native plant or mix of native and oth-
er fl owering plant combinations. The 
joy of busy and amazing pollinators 
will soon be yours.

New to native plants and how to 

begin to incorporate them?  ACAN’s 
web site includes a series of engag-
ing webinars on learning about and 
growing native plants with Kelly 
Leask of Prairie Originals. Visit: 
Making-a-Butterfl yway Diff erence 
https://altonacan.ca/470-2/ 

Want to obtain plants or native plant 
seeds? ACAN will soon have seed to 
share from its site at the Community 
Garden, but until then, visit the Prai-
rie Originals link on our Butterfl y-
way page  “Learn More About Native 
Plants on the Prairies.”  Or you can 
visit the St Norbert Farmers Market 
and purchase plants directly from 
Kelly and the staff .  

Let us know of your Butterfl y Gar-
den and we will add it to our commu-
nity map. Let’s make our community 
a Butterfyway Community this year.

ACAN seeks to inspire eco-friendly and 
sustainable practices in our community 
through education and action.

Creating a butterfly-friendly community

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Elaine and Wes Vanstone stopped by Janzens in Winkler recently to see how their 

old jade plant is faring. Below: Jake Janzen (left) adopted the plant from the 

Vanstones 25 years ago. It is now over 60 years old and still growing.

The plant that keeps on giving
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A Miami couple paid a visit to Jan-
zen Chevrolet Buick GMC in Winkler 
this spring—not to purchase a new 
vehicle, but to say hello to an old 
friend.

In the early 1960s, Wes and Elaine 
Vanstone, then newlyweds, found 
themselves gifted a jade plant, one 
of many houseplants Elaine and her 
green thumb has cared for over the 
years.

For the next four decades, it fl our-
ished in their farm house’s bay win-
dow, requiring multiple replantings 
as it grew inch by inch, eventually 
fi lling the window.

Wes recalls it was a bit of a produc-
tion to move, which they did every 
year to make room for the Christmas 
tree. 

“I made a stretcher with ropes and 
we carried it to another room,” he 
shares, adding that replanting it re-
quired multiple step ladders, a cross 
beam, and block and tackle to avoid 
a fatal fall.

The plant thrived under the atten-
tion, even blooming once in the late 
‘80s or early ‘90s—something indoor 
jade plants rarely do.

Eventually, the plant outgrew the 
space the Vanstones had for it, and so 
they began to hunt for a suitable new 
home.

“It got so bloody big, Elaine said this 
has got to go,” laughs Wes. “Someone 
gave it to us, it’s only fair we pass it 
on.”

Eyeing the huge windows at the Jan-
zen dealership in Winkler, the Van-
stones reached out to owner and fam-
ily friend Jake Janzen to see if he’d be 
interested in adopting a 37-year-old 
plant that showed no signs of slowing 
its growth.

“He said, ‘Wes, get out of here with 

your plants. I haven’t got a green 
thumb, so if you bring it here it’ll just 
die,’” Wes recalls. 

With some convincing that jade 
plants really required very little care, 
Janzen agreed to take it in.

Twenty-fi ve years later, it has grown 
to epic proportions, with a 20-inch 
trunk and branches stretching several 
feet high and wide.

“It grows so slowly that you don’t re-
ally see it happening, because you see 
it so often,” says Janzen, who notes 
that while a few other plants at the 
dealership are a little worse for wear 
thanks to smoke damage sustained in 
last December’s service department 
fi re, the jade plant seems unaff ected.

He says they’ve given away count-
less slips to people since they got it.

“I hand over lots of them, and some 
of our other people may be handing 
some out too.”

Wes dubs it “the plant that keeps on 
giving.”

“Over the years, Jake has no idea 
how many people in Winkler have 
taken slips. It’s hundreds of plants. 
And then going back, Elaine gave 
away piles of slips off  of it too,” he 
says, estimating a good number of 
the jade plants in the Winkler area can 
probably trace their roots back to this 
one. 

After stopping by to see how the 
plant was faring, Elaine said that it’s 
nice to see it still thriving at 60-some-
thing years of age.

“And the fact that it is blooming, 
too, that’s something unique,” she 
says. “I’m glad people can enjoy it.”

Elaine notes they have another jade 
plant, grown from a slip of the origi-
nal, that is about 20 years old and, like 
its mom, has outgrown their home. If 
anyone wants it, give the Vanstones a 
call at 1-204-435-2316.

He can perform the traditional 
hopak martial dance, which is more 
than a thousand years old, and some-
times also fences with Cossack sabers 
and creates a shamanic ritual on stage.

He has gained worldwide attention 
as an up-and-coming Ukrainian sto-
ryteller and performer after being dis-
covered a few years ago on a national 
television competition in Ukraine’s 
version of The Voice.

Siromaha’s unique blend of tradi-
tional Cossack music with more mod-
ern genres like hip hop has attracted 

fans from all over the world, with 
some of his latest singles garnering 
millions of views on YouTube.

Tatarenko related that Siromaha 
sees his performances as being vital 
to keep the Cossack traditions alive.

“It’s very important now to know 
how to win, how to fi ght ... evil and 
sometimes the enemies, but some-
times that enemy is inside of us,” she 
said in translating his comments. “We 
can be afraid of taking that next step 
or we are afraid to take risks.

“The Cossack lifestyle is to help 
nowadays for people to make de-
cisions, to take risks, and not to be 

afraid of proceeding in life and to 
fi ght those enemies inside of them so 
they can take those risks. There are so 
many powerful things that will keep 
them down on that same level with-
out opportunity to grow, to improve 
themselves.”

Siromaha observed that each person 
who sees and hears him perform may 
take something diff erent away from 
the experience.

“He never knows or never expects 
people to maybe bring something 
home in their souls or hearts because 
each person is diff erent,” related Ta-
tarenko. “He just gives everything he 

can to showcase, to tell the stories of 
the Cossacks and to showcase him-
self.

“He’s just the instrument. I’m just 
the tool in God’s hands,” she said. 
“He just translates and just projects 
everything that the creator and the 
spirits want to say through the stories 
and the legends.”

Siromaha has been performing 
across the country to raise funds in 
support of the Ukrainian army as it 
continues to battle the Russian inva-
sion.

“He’s just the instrument ... the tool in God’s hands”
From Pg. 9
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Friday, May 19, 2023

The 33nd Annual Altona

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

TREAT MOM TO 
NEW SHOES!

~ DOORCRASHERS ~ 
ENCORE BREEZE 3

$112.50
ROSEVILLE JANE

$100.00
SANDLE 

$75.00

WESTERN BOOTS

20% OFF
BLUNDSTONES FOR ALL!!!!!

KEEN CSA 

25% 
OFF LEATHER PURSES & 

WALLETS AND JEWELERY

20% OFF

Play ball!
The local high school baseball and fast pitch seasons 

are well underway, with teams from Garden Valley, 

Northlands Parkway, Morden, and W.C. Miller collegiates 

all hitting the diamonds for the fi rst games of the season 

last week. Right: The Zodiac girls defeated the Altona 

Aces 12-6 at the Parkland ball diamonds in their home 

opener May 3.

PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

High school badminton 
players medal at provincials
By Voice staff 

A number of local athletes brought home the hard-
ware from the 2023 MHSAA Provincial Badminton 
Championship in Winnipeg over the weekend.

In varsity mixed doubles, Garden Valley Collegiate’s Madden Wiebe and 
Rowan Friesen won silver while Kieran Reid and Mya Pearce from Nellie Mc-
Clung Collegiate took third place.

Winning bronze in the varsity girls doubles event was W.C. Miller Colle-
giate’s Lex DeJesus and Haelen Galfo.

At the junior varsity level, Sean Auginaldo of Morden Collegiate came in 
third in boys singles.

What’s                 story?  Call 204-325-6888
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Sponsored by Salem Foundation 
and Ladies Auxiliary

Wednesday, 
May 24, 2023

5 - 7 pmSupper

Tax receiptiable minus 
meal cost

by donationCost

Bring lawn chairs!

will be held!

by Janzen BoysMusic

Raffles & Silent 
Auction

at SALEM HOME tent 
on south parking lot

Spending of funds is confi ned to Board approved programs and purchases. Each gift designated toward an 
approved program will be used as designated with the understanding that when a given need has been met, or 
where projects cannot be carried out for any reason, gifts will be used where needed most.

To order Take-out 
call 204-325-4316 
by May 23/23

Funds go to new 
furniture to update 

resident rooms

Students showcase their green know-how

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
At LEADER's Let's Save Our Planet festivities, students demonstrated their 

recycling and environmental knowledge (above, below) and put together a 

fashion show fi lled with clothes made from recycled materials (left).

 SUPPLIED PHOTO

By Lorne Stelmach

A local school program that off ers bilin-
gual courses hosted a special event dedi-
cated to the environment Saturday.

The Cultural and Educational Centre 
LEADER held its “Let’s Save Our Planet 
Together” day at 500 Stephen Community 
Centre. 

The event began with some discussion 
of environmental issues, poetry readings, 
and a dance performance followed by a 
fashion show which featured the students 
wearing outfi ts made from recycled ma-
terials.

In addition to the basic program of study 
in Russian and German, the centre also al-
ways discusses important topics with its 
students, and environmental issues are 
one of the most relevant topics today, said 
representative Galina Churikova.

“Of course, this topic could be dis-
cussed sitting at a desk and using text-
books. However, the centre’s team found 
a unique way to convey this information 
to the students,” said Churikova. “Thus, 
the idea was born to hold the ecology day.

“In the matter of protecting the environ-
ment, we are all in 
the same boat, and 
by working togeth-
er we can do more,” 
she added. “It is very 
important for us to 
teach our children to 
cherish nature from a 
young age.”
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Call Today if you would like your items Consigned!

"I have the right to be at that table"

By Lorne Stelmach

A councillor for the RM of Thomp-
son believes she’s being wrongfully 
disqualifi ed from serving on council 
and is fi ghting the decision to remove 
her.

Donna Cox is also raising concerns 
about how council has not only han-
dled this matter but  how some of 
their actions and decisions about 
scheduling meetings, for example, 
make it diffi  cult for many working 
people to participate in the democrat-
ic process.

“I have the right to be at that table,” 
said Cox, who was elected last fall to 
represent Ward 2 with 93 votes, or 
48.4 per cent of the ballots.

“There’s been lot of support ... lots 
of disappointment that I was treated 
this way,” she suggested. “What has 
happened here is just incredibly dis-
appointing, and I’m beside myself 
with it ... so I need to let people know 
about it.”

The municipality has had very little 
to say about the dispute other than 
the following brief statement last 

week from Reeve Brian Callum:
“Council disputes the allegations 

made in social media,” he told the 
Voice via email. “We are seeking ad-
vice to ensure that we deal with the 
matter legally and in a professional 
manner. We are not able to comment 
further at this stage.”

Cox ran for municipal offi  ce because 
she felt she had a lot to off er, includ-
ing experience as a school trustee.

“I ran for municipal council because 
I wanted to serve my community, and 
I’ve got three terms of experience in 
policy governance through Prairie 
Rose School Division ... and my career 
of choice is senior resource manage-
ment, so I have a lot to off er. There’s 
lots of things I can help the organiza-
tion with.

“However, I’m the only municipal 
councillor who works full-time, and 
they refuse to have meetings after fi ve 
o’clock ... so they’re always excluding 
me.”

Cox had received approval from 
her employer for a limited number 
of days of absence from work, and so 
she felt it would work with council 

formerly rotating between one day-
time and one evening meeting. 

She requested basically half a day 
a month for leave, but says council 
suddenly changed to strictly daytime 
meetings.

“And it seems they’re always mak-
ing these resolutions when I’m not 
there,” said Cox, who acknowledged 
she did miss three Local Urban Dis-
trict of Miami committee meetings.

“I’ve been transparent about my 
availability right from the begin-
ning,” she said. “I said I can meet 
pretty much any day at 5 o’clock ... 
and we’re talking about a commit-
ment of about three hours a month. 
So they scheduled meetings when I 
could not attend, and they’re trying 
to punish me for not attending.”

A resolution was made at the LUD 
committee to disqualify her as a coun-
cillor, and she was then physically es-
corted out of the building when she 
next came to attend a meeting.

“It’s bullying and harassment ... my 
chin was on the fl oor. I didn’t know 
what to say,” said Cox.

“Council has no authority to dis-
qualify me,” she said.“They’re calling 
it a legal matter on the agenda ... but 
it should have been done in open ses-
sion because the public has the right 
to know.”

Cox noted that she has had feedback 
from provincial municipal relations 
offi  cials about the dispute.

The Manitoba Municipal Act does 
address the criteria for disqualifying a 
council member, and it includes when 
a councillor is absent for three con-
secutive meetings without approved 
leave, but Cox said it was indicated 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Donna Cox is fi ghting the RM of 

Thompson council's decision to remove 

her from offi  ce.

to her that the process to offi  cially dis-
qualify a councillor is supposed to be 
done through the courts.

The Municipal Act also gives coun-
cils the authority around timing of 
meetings, but councils are encour-
aged to make them accessible to all 
members as well as the general pub-
lic.

In the meantime, Cox has been given 
some advice that she should continue 
to show up at council meetings as 
long as the matter remains unsettled.

“I have every intention of attend-
ing because they don’t have the legal 
authority to disqualify me,” she said. 
“In my last letter to council, I request-
ed mediation if we couldn’t fi gure it 
out.”

Donna Cox says she's been wrongfully 
removed from RM of Thompson council

eventually led into a full-time  job,” 
she shared, adding that she also works 
at Superstore. “I’m in the health and 
beauty department. I stock shelves 
and help customers.”

The thing Mourant likes best about 
the SIL program is “meeting new peo-
ple/friends and learning new recipes 
or learning how to cook on my bar-
becue.”

Up next was Patsy Wharf, a partici-
pant in  the senior program.

“At the seniors program, I like do-
ing crafts, playing bingo, colouring 
pictures, and learning about lots of 
things,” she shared, noting they also 
regularly go to the Winkler Senior 
Centre for waffl  es and biscuits, the 
Meridian Exhibition Centre to play 
games on the artifi cial turf, and out 
into the community to walk in the 
parks or shop.

“I like to meet other seniors in my 
community,” Wharf said, refl ecting 
that it was diffi  cult to not be able to 
go out as much during the pandemic.

“I like the seniors program and I’m 
very happy we’re getting a new space 
... we are going to have more space to 
do things and have more seniors. It 
will be fun to have more friends.”

If you missed the gala but want 
to learn more about Gateway Re-
sources, they’re hosting an open 
house at their facility on Pembina 
Ave. in Winkler the afternoon of 
Friday, May 26.

>  FACES OF GATEWAY, FROM PG. 10
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Genesis House hosting workshop for local 'superheroes"
By Lorne Stelmach

A workshop next week is aimed at 
helping the everyday superheroes 
who aid the victims of violence and 
crime.

Genesis House is marking Victims 
and Survivors of Crime Week to raise 
awareness about challenges facing 
victims and survivors and the ser-
vices, programs, and laws in place to 
help them and their families.

“The Power of Collaboration” is the 
theme, and Genesis House is hosting 
a Superhero Celebration lunch and learn 
at the Winkler Days Inn Conference 
Centre May 18 from noon to 1:30 p.m.

 The focus is on the topic of resisting 

burnout, as workers in the fi eld are 
profoundly aff ected by the work they 
do, and it is a challenge to cope while 
helping clients, explained executive 
director Angela Braun.

“We’re all working towards the 
same end goal, which is making sure 
that families are getting the supports 
that they need."

Braun noted the pandemic has taken 
a toll on many of the people who play 
such vital roles.

“The turnover has been huge. I think 
just in my sector ... the turnover has 
been almost 30 per cent ... that is both 
staff  and managers, and that’s not just 
a shelter issue.

“Coming out of the pandemic, many 

of the helpers that have been working 
frontline are fi nding themselves ex-
hausted with a feeling of disconnect-
edness at times because of the forced 
isolation. 

“It is important that we recognize 
the hard work of everyone and that 
the helpers need support sometimes 
too.  We can’t continue to support vic-
tims if we burn out, so let’s talk about 
how we can shoulder each other up 
so that we can keep helping other.” 

The workshop will work to equip 
frontline staff  with tools to resist 
burnout and vicarious trauma.

The event is free and open to all 
helpers in the community. Lunch is 
provided.

People are asked to register in ad-
vance online at www.eventbrite.
ca/e/superhero-celebration-resist-
ing-burnout-with-justice-doing-tick-
ets-617129249197.

“Without the helpers, we are real-
ly in trouble,” said Braun. “I think 
the message we’re really hoping that 
people will come away with that day 
is that we are stronger together and 
working collaboratively coming out 
of our silos.

“I think we have made a lot of prog-
ress in our region, particularly around 
making sure that we are connected 
and providing that safety net for our 
families, but that has been exhausting 
for a lot of the helpers.”

Dynamix perform at 
Spring Beauty Mingle

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Kierstyn Heinrichs, Ryanne Shep-
herd, Milo Klassen, Marlie Ens, mem-
bers of the Dynamix Dance Troupe, 
were at the Winkler Shoppers Drug 
Mart Saturday to perform as part of 
the annual Spring Beauty Mingle. 

Shoppers were invited to enjoy 
makeover and skin consultations and 
have a chance at prize packages while 
helping the store raise funds for the 
Shoppers Foundation for Women’s 
Health, specifi cally mental health 

programming. 
A fi nal fundraising tally wasn’t 

available at press time, but front store 
manager  Myla Heinrichs thanked ev-
eryone who came out to show their 
support and help dispel the stigma 
surrounding mental health challeng-
es.

It was the fi rst time the event fea-
tured a dance troupe, she noted, 
thanking the kids for their enthusias-
tic performance. 

“What better way to spread happi-
ness than dance?” Heinrichs said. 

By Ty Dilello 

The Miami Agricultural Society and 
Miami Power Toboggan Club are hap-
py to announce that its Miami Tractor 
Pull and Mud Bog will be back for 
two days of value-packed entertain-
ment at the Miami Fairgrounds on 
May 27-28.

The tractor pull will take place on 
Saturday, May 27 at 1 p.m. while the 
mud bog will happen on Sunday, 
May 28 at 1 p.m. The cost to attend 
is $15 per person. Kids 12 and under 
get in free. 

“We took a few years off  from the 
pandemic, and we have some new 
blood in our organization that’s put-
ting the event on now,” said organizer 
John Friesen. “So we started last year 
with the Tractor Pull, which was a 

new event for us. We’ve always had 
the mud bog, and everyone was hap-
py and excited to see it, so we’re hap-
py to bring it back, so we’re going to 
make it an annual event now with the 
tractor pull and the mud bog.”

Friesen notes that they have some 
big horsepower coming this year to 
participate. There is a strong local 
community in southern Manitoba 
that will be taking part in the races, in 
addition to a few trucks coming from 
Saskatchewan, Northern Manitoba, 
and the United States. 

“We’ve got a new sled that’s going 
to bring out some large competitors,” 
said Friesen. “And we still have all of 
the classic tractors and the fan favou-
rites. It’s going to be an exciting time, 
and we’re happy to be growing from 

what we did last year as we have a 
few more competitors than in years 
past.” 

The tractor pull course on Satur-
day is going to include a couple of 
diff erent entries from classic tractors 
that have worked the fi eld from 40 
years ago. There will also be some 
high-horsepower trucks that run on 
methanol alcohol, and some heavily 
modifi ed diesels as well.

“So we’ve kind of run the entire 
spectrum of what’s available in the 
tractor pull and truck pull world," 
Friesen said. "We have a fantastic fa-
cility with ground prep starting as 
soon as the snow is off  to make the 
track acceptable for the entrants.”

Mud bogging, meanwhile, is an off -
road motorsport in which the goal 

is to drive a vehicle through a pit of 
mud or a track of a set length. Win-
ners are determined by the distance 
travelled through the pit.

The festivities that weekend also 
include a candy toss, dash for cash, 
infl atables for the kids, beer gardens, 
and food for sale.. 

“Sunday is the mud race where the 
kids can race in the mud pits, so that’s 
always a hoot," Friesen noted. "There 
are a lot of activities for the kids as 
we’re gearing toward a family-friend-
ly event that is aff ordable for all fam-
ilies. That’s what’s most important 
here.”

For more information, give Friesen a 
call at 204-822-5550. 

Tractor Pull and Mud Bog returns to Miami



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

LAKESIDE 
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Lakeside Flight 
School is the most af-
fordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial cer-
tifi cates. We offer fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

JOIN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST PROSTATE 
CANCER! RIDE DAY 
– SATURDAY MAY 27, 
2023, 10 AM start – 
Earls Polo Park (Win-
nipeg). Visit: ridefordad.
ca/manitoba to register 
or make a pledge.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to an-
nounce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
S P R I N G / S U M M E R 
HIRING??? BOOK 
YOUR 2023 BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED ADS 
NOW in the 32 Weekly 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers to get your 
messaging to be seen 
all over the province! 
Let people know in the 
Blanket Classifi eds! 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
call MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
f i rs tandsecondmor t
gages.ca

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

CAREERS

CAREERS

CAREERS

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836CCAALLLL 446677 55883366
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

FARMLAND TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF PEMBINA

Sealed tenders in writing for the purchase of the property described 
below will be received by McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP as 
follows:

McCULLOCH MOONEY JOHNSTON SELBY LLP
351 Main Street

Box 279
Manitou, MB  R0G 1G0

PROPERTY FOR SALE: 
NW 1/4 27-1-7 WPM EXCEPTING - ALL MINES AND MINERALS 
AS IN TRANSFER 84240 MLTO 
(Approximately 125 cultivated acres)
CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 
 knowledge of the property.
2.  Tenders must be placed and accepted on the entire above 
 described parcel of land.
3.  Tenders must be received on or before 3:00 p.m. on May 19, 2023.
4.  A deposit cheque in the amount of $20,000.00, payable to 
 McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby Trust, must accompany each 
 Tender. Deposit cheques accompanying unacceptable 
 bids will be returned.
5.  Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
6.  The land is not subject to a first right of refusal. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete 
 an agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender 
 must be paid on or before the date of closing which shall be 
 June 20, 2023, or evidence provided that the purchase funds will 
 be available under conditions acceptable to the Vendor.  If the 
 balance of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time 
 limit the deposit may be forfeited as liquidated damages and not 
 as a penalty.
3.  Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for 
 full payment are made following acceptance of tender. Once 
 arrangements acceptable to the vendor have been made, the 
 successful bidder may have access to the property for seeding and 
 other farming purposes. 
4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 
 commencing January 1, 2023.
5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or shall 
 self-assess for GST.

For further information, contact Chris H. Bowler
Phone: 204-723-2777

Fax: 204-723-2416
Email: chris@mmjslaw.com

Please Label Envelopes: “27-1-7 WPM Sale Tender”
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CAREERS

GHS is a growing independent school recognized 
by the province of Manitoba and invites motivated applicants for 

GABLES HERITAGE SCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 8

1.0 FTE TERM MIDDLE 
YEARS TEACHER

 (multigrade classroom)
Location: RM of Rhineland near Gretna, 

Manitoba
Inquiries: gablesheritageschool@gmail.com



oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE POSITION 
with an EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 325-6888 or Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do 
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/.  enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the 
description. Applications should be made online with an attached 
resume. 

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

TENDER

JANITORIAL TENDER

Vickie.Addison@accesscu.ca.

 June 2, 2023, before 4:30 pm.

TENDERS MAY BE DELIVERED, MAILED OR EMAILED TO:

 Access Credit Union

       EMAIL:

EMPLOYMENT

The Bunge Altona location has several          
operator openings.  These positions       
involve rotating shift work and are full 
time positions. The successful candi-
dates will     become part of a team that 
has a focus on safety, continuous             
improvement and continuous learning. 

Bunge offers a safe working environ-
ment, and an excellent wage and bene-
fit package. Starting wage for these     
positions, range from $26.07 to $28.70. 

The ideal candidates will be safety     
conscious; will have good mechanical 
aptitude, good communication skills, 
and have several years experience        
operating process equipment. Post    
secondary education would be an asset. 
Email your resume to terry.reimer@
bunge.com
Or apply in writing to: Terry Reimer
Crush Plant open positions
Bunge Canada
Box 750, Altona, MB   R0G 0B0

Bunge Canada is an equal 
opportunity employer.

CRUSH PLANT POSITIONS

SENIOR RENTALS

 Oak West has one suite available. 
1240 sq. ft., 2 bath and a walk- in 
closet. Open spacious floor plan. 

Heated garage available.
Call Cindy at 204-362-7151 or 

email:  cindy@jacobmanagement.
com for more information.

OAK WEST ESTATES 
HAS 1 SUITE AVAILABLE.

SENIOR RENTALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

1 bdrm with a den, 1085 sq. ft. 1 ½ 
bath. Open spacious floor plan, in 

suite laundry hook ups, indoor heated 
garage parking available, and more. 
Email Cindy at cindyek@mts.net

or call 204-362-7151
for more information.

Garden Park Estates 
has one suite available.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS – IN THE 
MATTER OF the Estate of JOHN K 
FRIESEN, late of the Town of Altona, 
in the Province of Manitoba, Retired. 
Deceased. ALL CLAIMS against the 
above Estate, duly verified by Statu-
tory Declaration, must be filed with 
the undersigned at Box 940, Por-
tage la Prairie, Manitoba, R1N 3C4, 
within fifteen (15) days of the date 
of publication. DATED at the City of 
Portage la Prairie, in the Province of 
Manitoba, this 8th day of May, 2023.  
CHRISTIANSON TDS, 
Solicitors for the Executors
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COMING EVENTS

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for land and yard site in the 

RM of Roland / Prairie Rose School Division described 
below will be received by:

Franz Hoeppner Wiens Law Office 
Box 99, 1 – 880 J 

15th Street Winkler, MB R6W 4A4
LAND:
SE ¼ 34-4-4 WPM excepting public road plan 643 MLTO 
(157.57 acres)
YARD SITE:
Seven acre yard is beautifully treed and landscaped with excellent 
shelterbelts
Grain Storage:
95,800 bushels of grain storage as follows:

Out Buildings:

House:

CONDITIONS OF TENDER:
1. The parcels of land and yard site with buildings described will 

TERMS OF SALE:

4. Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 

We are looking for 
vendors for our Retail 

Store and Outdoor 
Markets beginning 
June 10 - Sept. 24.

Please see us 
on Facebook.

For more 
information contact 
Tracey.thecozyfox@

gmail.com

637 Morris Ave.
Selkirk, MB.

VENDORS 
WANTED

DEVOTION

Devotion
If you do not know 
Jesus before you die, 
Heaven will not be 
your home.

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Mary Freund (nee Unrau)
1928 – 2023

On Friday, April 28, 2023 at Boundary Trails Health Centre, Mary 

Freund, aged 94 years of Morden, MB went to her eternal rest.

She leaves to mourn her passing three sons, Cecil (Frances), Larry, 

Ken (Robin); daughter, Marlene Nelson (Terry); 13 grandchildren; 

34 great-grandchildren; 14 great-great-grandchildren; two sisters, 

Nettie Kroeker and Sadie Wall; one brother, Frank Unrau (Shirley).

She was predeceased by her beloved husband, Edward (2002); 

two sons, Brian (1994) and Marvin (1981); four brothers and three 

sisters.

Funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 4, 2023 

at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Winkler with interment at Hillside 

Cemetery in Morden.

We wish to express our gratitude and heart felt appreciation to the staff at Boundary Trails 

Health Centre, Tabor Home and Prairie View Lodge for their professional and compassionate 

care given to our mother during her stays.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Mary’s memory to Diabetes Canada.

William “Bill” Boyd
Bill Boyd, beloved dad to his sons Kris, Kevin and Roy and his 

daughter Alexandra, died March 11, 2023 at his home, La Riviere, 

Manitoba at the age of 75.

Public Graveside Service will be held Monday, May 15, 2023 at 

the Riverside Cemetery, La Riviere, Manitoba at 11:00 a.m.

Donations in memory of Bill may be made to the Canadian 

Wildlife Federation, 350 Michael Cowpland Dr., Kanata, Ontario, 

K2M 2W1.

Messages of condolences may be made online at www.

wheatlandsfs.com

Wheatlands Funeral Service

204-825-2848

www.wheatlandsfs.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

Order with a credit card by calling.

 The Scott Woods Band Office at 

1-855-726-8896 toll free.

MANITOU OPERA HOUSE
325 Main St., Manitou

Tickets available by E-TRANSFER ONLY 

by calling Lindy at 204-242-4287.  

Rush seating only.  Doors open at 6pm.

Classifi eds Announcements

Starting a new business?Starting a new business?  
Call us - We have everything Call us - We have everything 

you need to promote your businessyou need to promote your business

Call 204-467-5836



Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Harry Enns
April 5, 1932 - May 8, 2023

Harry Enns of Morden, MB (formerly of the 1-6 District) passed away peacefully at Boundary 

Trails Health Centre with his beloved wife Toots and family at his side.

Further information regarding funeral will be available at wiebefuneralhomes.com

Lawrence Giesbrecht
Lawrence Giesbrecht of Altona, Manitoba a husband, father, 

grandfather and great-grandfather was born on November 13, 

1927 and went to meet the God he served his entire life on April 

23, 2023 at the Altona Memorial Hospital, peacefully, with family 

by his side. 

He is survived by his wife Susan (nee Schroeder) of 73 years; 

daughters, Sharon (Richard) Funk, Angela (Jim) Harms; three sons, 

Jim (Val), Steve (Diane), Harv (Jeannette); 15 grandchildren; 22 

great-grandchildren; one sister, Verna (Jake) Martens; and one 

brother, Marvin (Henrietta).

He was predeceased by his parents Bernhard and Anna 

Giesbrecht; one grandson, Mike Giesbrecht and three brothers, 

Edward, Stanley, Raymond and their spouses. 

He spent 37 years as a teacher and then eight years as the 

missions director for the EMMC Conference. Both callings were dear to his heart, it was who he 

was. 

His guide was the Bible. Proverbs 3: 5&6 was a favourite. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 

your paths straight.”  Trusting God to guide his path was evident throughout his life as he moved 

from one community to another. God honoured that trust as he always seemed to be in the right 

place. My Dad was content with the life that God had given him, a sentiment he shared frequently 

in his last days. His prayer always was that his descendants would know and accept Christ as 

he had done in his teen years. 

The family is grateful and thankful for the care given by Homecare, Boundary Trails Hospital, 

Health Sciences Centre and the Altona Memorial Health Centre. We are also grateful to Trevor 

Groening and Wiebe Funeral Home of Altona for their care during this diffi cult time.

Donations may be made to EMMC Conference, 757 St. Anne’s Road, Winnipeg, MB, R2N 4G6, 

in support of the La Fortaleza School a cause dear to his heart. 

Funeral was held at the Altona EMMC Church on April 30, 2023 at 2:30 with burial at the Altona 

Cemetery. 

Wiebe Funeral Home Altona

in care of arrangements

www.wiebefhaltona.com
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Announcements Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

BizBiz
CardsCards

ADVERTISING ADVERTISING 
THAT WORKS! THAT WORKS! 

To place your BIZ CARDTo place your BIZ CARD
  Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

OBITUARY

Robert Douglas Jordan
August 7, 1926 - February 15, 2023

On Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at Tabor Home in Morden, 

MB., Bob Jordan, 96, peacefully passed away. It is with heavy 

hearts that we announce the passing of our father, grandfather and 

great-grandfather, Robert (Bob) Jordan.

Bob was predeceased by Betty, his wife of 63 years; both parents, 

Fred and Muriel; his sister, Phyllis; son-in-law, Dean and many 

brother and sisters-in-law. Dad, Grandpa and Great-Grandpa will 

be fondly remembered by his daughters, Shannon (Joe), Margaret 

Ann (Hans) and Joan (Tony); grandchildren: Matthew (Denise), 

Mallory (Sebastiaan), Molly (Mohammed), Kort (Alisha), Katlen 

(Andreas), Risdon and Lauren and great-grandchildren: Dash, 

Felix, Woodson, Joé, Dahome, Betty and Axel.

Robert D. “Bob” grew up on the family farm just north of Darlingford and attended school in 

Darlingford and Manitou. In 1939, his father, Fred, bought back the original Jordan’s Store, built 

in 1898 by Grandpa Ed and moved the family into town. Once eligible, Bob enlisted and served 

in the Canadian Army (1945-1946) where he guarded German POWs at Wainwright and Medicine 

Hat, Alberta. After his discharge, Bob took a business course at the U of M and commenced 

working, alongside his parents, at Jordan’s Store. Bob was also the store’s butcher and spent 

many a late night cutting and wrapping meat during deer season. Bob met Betty Neufeld while 

she was going to school and boarding at the only house in Darlingford that had a television. 

They soon married on a stifl ing hot day in August of 1959. They worked side-by-side in the store, 

building a home at the corner of Mountain and Stanley. Together they raised three daughters, 

Shannon, Margaret Ann and Joan Marie who especially enjoyed going camping with their dad on 

his Mondays off in July, fl ying in their dad’s 65 HP Aeronca Chief, wiener roasts in the Pembina 

Valley, rock hounding, canoeing trips and snowmobiling. Years later, Bob introduced hiking and 

wiener roasts in the valley to his seven grandchildren, who shared their grandfather’s sense of 

adventure. On a weekend stay, Grandpa even treated them to some deep-fried grasshoppers 

that were local to the back yard. In his younger years, Bob was an avid water skier at Lake 

Minnewasta, winning over-all-champion in 1956 when he was President of the provincial body. 

Over the years, Bob and his buddies enjoyed many hunting trips to Wyoming for mule deer and 

antelope. Bob also dabbled in photography of nature’s wonders, which brought out his creativity, 

like the time he glued an ant to a mushroom in order to capture the perfect shot. In 2008, 

Bob’s photo of a ruffl ed grouse was selected for a Manitoba outdoor book entitled, “Manitoba, 

Naturally”. Bob was known for his sense of community and, over the years, expressed this spirit 

through various activities such as teaching Sunday School, being a Scout leader, sitting on many 

committees including the Credit Union board, activities at the town hall which included dressing 

as Santa, acting in skits and much more. Bob will be forever remembered for his genuine 

interest in learning and storytelling, his collecting of military memorabilia and his preserving and 

promoting Darlingford’s local history. As the Darlingford School Heritage Museum curator, he 

worked tirelessly for many years to collect, catalogue and display artifacts of local history and 

for this, he was chosen to receive the Lieutenant Governor’s Award for Historical Preservation 

and Promotion in May of 2015. Bob and Betty loved to travel, winning numerous trips through 

the store and, after retirement, continued their adventures with trips to Scotland, Germany, Costa 

Rica, Canada Day in Ottawa and numerous vacations to Mexico. In 2014 Bob and Betty made 

the big move to Vista Terrace in Morden, where they met a new community of friends and where 

Bob could share his life stories and adventures. As the years passed, long drives and fl ying got 

harder to do. Being the ever-curious explorer, Bob spent hours on his new Apple computer, 

researching Manitoba road trips and then he and Betty gathered their Vista friends, piled into 

their van and hit the road, enjoying many adventures and discoveries only Manitoba can provide. 

Bob’s steadiness and health started to decline and after four months in hospital, in June of 

2022, he was welcomed into the Tabor Home in Morden. Here, he enjoyed visiting with staff and 

continued to communicate with family and friends through video calls and visits. His tablet was 

always charging for the next Solitaire game or research project that he was working on.

Memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 20, 2023 at the Darlingford Hall.

In lieu of fl owers, we suggest a memorial donation be made to the Darlingford School Heritage 

Museum or the Darlingford Memorial Park.

A special thank you goes to the staff in Birch House and Tabor Home who appreciated Bob’s 

stories and photos and for making him feel at home.

Dad, Grandpa, Great Grandpa, we will always carry your sense of adventure and your memory 

forever in our hearts.

CARD OF THANKS

We are so thankful for the care & 
generosity shown in gifts, cards, certificates, 

food & hugs by so many wonderful people. She 
always praises God for her gifts of strength 

& longevity, along with those gifts is her ability 
to keep our farm grass JUST SO with her new 

John Deere mower. You go girl! We & the grass 
are blessed to have you in our lives— with love 

& thanks to all! The Sara Krueger Family

and we all know who her favourite is!!

With joy & thanx, 
we helped 

SARA 
KRUEGER 

celebrate her 

100th 
birthday 

in March!
WOW!

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts



Do you have a Health or Wellness Business?
Call 204-467-5836 to advertise

> MEAL IDEAS> M

Recipe adapted from butteryourbiscuit.
com

2 flatbreads
2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese
1 clove garlic, diced
4 chicken tenders, cooked and cubed
1 pint cherry tomatoes, quartered
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
1/2 cup ranch dressing
1 1/2 teaspoons chipotle seasoning

Recipe courtesy of eMeals Registered 
Dietitian Rachel West

Prep time: 25 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
2 pounds boneless, skinless chicken 

breasts
3 tablespoons olive oil
4 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 tablespoon smoked paprika
1/2 tablespoon ground cumin
1/2 tablespoon ground coriander
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper

Servings: 6-8
1 1/4 cups graham crack-

er crumbs
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup butter, melted
2 packages (8 ounces 

each) cream cheese, soft-
ened

1 can (14 ounces) sweet-
ened condensed milk

3 eggs
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 orange, peeled 

2 tablespoons cilantro leaves, chopped
Preheat oven to 375 F. 
Place parchment paper on baking sheet 

and add flatbreads. Sprinkle cheese on 
flatbreads. Top with garlic, chicken and 
tomatoes. Season with salt and pepper, 
to taste. Bake 16 minutes until cheese is 
melted.

In small bowl, mix ranch and chipotle 
seasoning. 

Drizzle ranch dressing on flatbreads 
and sprinkle with cilantro leaves. 

1 package (12) slider buns
1 container (17 ounces) Fresh Cravings 

Honey Jalapeno Hummus
1 package (8 ounces) shredded lettuce
1/2 small red onion, sliced
In zip-top plastic bag, use meat mal-

let or heel of hand to pound chicken to 
even thickness. Cut into 2-inch pieces and 
place in large bowl. Add oil, garlic, pa-
prika, cumin, coriander, salt and cayenne; 
toss.

Cover chicken and chill 8 hours, or up to 
2 days.

Preheat grill or grill pan to medium-
high heat. Grill chicken 4-5 minutes per 
side, or until done.

Serve chicken on buns with hummus, 
lettuce and onion.

and separated
8 raspberries
3 mint leaves, for garnish 
Preheat oven to 350 F.
In medium bowl, combine graham 

cracker crumbs, sugar and melted butter. 
Press firmly into 9-inch springform pan.

In large bowl, beat cream cheese un-
til fluffy. Gradually beat in sweetened 
condensed milk until smooth. Add eggs, 

fresh lemon juice and vanilla extract; mix 
until combined.

Pour into pan. Bake 50-55 minutes, or 
until center springs back when lightly 
pressed.

Chill in refrigerator until completely 
cooled. Arrange orange slices around 
border of cake and place raspberries in 
middle. Top with mint leaves. 

Chipotle 
Chicken 

Flatbreads

Chicken 
Shawarma Sliders

Lemon 
Cheesecake 

with Fruit

By Health Expert Julie Germaine Co-
ram
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-
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-
-

-
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Coach Julie Germaine Coram; NASM
-
-

Health and Wellness 
Fitness expert

Julie Germaine Coram

Spring health reboot 
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ALTONA AUTO DEALERS

Delwyn Doerksen Vic Loewen Ray Loewen Michelle Wiebe

1-877-324-8513 
204-324-6494

 www.westparkgm.com Permit # 5680
Permit 
#5353

rhinelandcar.com     60 Main Street, Altona

2.99% APR FINANCING UP TO 72 MONTHS 
O.A.C OFFER ENDS MAY 31/2023

  7.49% APR FINANCING UP TO 72 MONTHS 
O.A.C. OFFER ENDS MAY 31/2023

SPRING
SPECIAL

NEW 2022 Mustang Mach-ENEW 2023 F-150 Lightning 

Price $42,900
 5.0L V8, Automatic, California Special Pkg, 

Heated/Cooled Seats, Nav,  One Owner. 
Km’s 20,164 Stk#BT034A

National Lease Offer 
$247 Bi-Weekly w/ $2495 

Down Payment Plus Taxes. 3.49% APR 48 
Month Term O.A.C. Low Km 20,000 Lease.

Price $94,900
6.7L Diesel V8, 4X4, Lariat Ultimate Pkg, FX4 Pkg, 
Heated/Cooled Leather Seats, 5th Wheel Hitch Prep 
Pkg, Gatorback Mudflaps, One Owner. Local Trade. 

59,410 Km-Stk#CT044A 

May Spring Surge Event 
May 15-May 29

Up To $4750 Delivery Credits 
On In Stock 2023 F-150

Price $39,900
3.5L EcoBoost, 4x4, 502A Pkg, Heated/Cooled Leather 
Seats, Heated Steering Wheel, Moonroof, Trailer Tow 

Pkg, Soft Tonneau Cover. One Owner. Local Trade. 
Km 100,602-Stk#BT129A

$11,250 DISCOUNT 

3 IN STOCK. COME FOR A TEST DRIVE.

2017 MUSTANG GT PREMIUM 
(CALIFORNIA SPECIAL)

NEW 2023 BRONCO SPORT BIG BEND

ii $$

2022 F-350 SD LARIAT

2023 F-150 

ii $$

2016 F-150 LARIAT

MSRP $78,440 Discount $11,250
$67,190

.99% APR FINANCING UP TO 72 MONTHS 
O.A.C. OFFER ENDS MAY 31/2023. 

NEW 2022 Mustang GT 
Premium Convertible

 0.99% APR 
FINANCING

12 IN STOCK

3 IN STOCK

MSRP $70,790 Discount $4,790 
$66,000

It’s the Spring into Summer Event at 
West Park Chevrolet Buick GMC.

One example of the deals available today is this 
2023 Buick Envision Essence

All Wheel Drive Demonstrator with Sport Touring Package, Heated 
Leather Seats and much more.

Finance at only 3.99% for up to 60 
months on approved credit PLUS 
receive a $2000 Demo Credit PLUS 
an EXTRA $750 Credit if you are an 
eligible Costco member. 
See us today for full details.   

We have 14 Buick Envisions on the 
ground to choose from including 

Preferred, Essence and Avenir models.

WE STILL HAVE A FEW NEW 2022 MODELS TRUCKS 
AT CLEARANCE PRICING …

Stock # 642152 

New 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 
Crew Cab 4x4 Demo  

CLEARANCE SPECIAL
 - $57,939.00 plus PST & GST

Finance at 2.49% for 84 months with 0 
down and Pay Only $389.59 bi/weekly 
including tax & theft protection O.A.C.

Stock # 017845

Stock # 241006

New 2022 Chevy 2500 HD 
Duramax Diesel 4x4

CLEARANCE SPECIAL 
- $79,992.00 plus PST & GST

Finance at 4.99% for 84 months with 0 
down and Pay Only $584.67 bi/weekly 
including tax & theft protection O.A.C.
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