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It’s the best insurance for the safe

and quick return of your dog

Savemoney by avoiding fines.

Fun fact: Did you know that it is FREE to license

your dog in the Municipality of Rhineland?

Reduce stress by limiting the time

your dog at the pound.

Make your dog easily

identifiable to anyone who

finds them.

It’s the LAW! A current license

makes YOU the legal owner.

Top 5 Reasons to
License Your Dog

Students spruce up the community, 
raise funds for Blue Sky Opportunities
By Lori Penner

The fi nal tally is in, revealing anoth-
er successful day for École West Park 
School’s annual Cleanathon.

Now in its 34th year, the event sees 
Grade 4-6 students collect pledges for 
cleaning up Altona each spring and 
then donating that money to local 
non-profi t Blue Sky Opportunities, 
which works with individuals with 
intellectual disabilities.

This year’s event raised just over 
$30,000.

“That’s our second highest year, so 
far,” said executive director Ryan Pot-
ter. “Our top record was the event 

after the pandemic, after we had to 
cancel for two years.”

After three years of heading up the 
organization, Potter says he’s still 
blown away by the enthusiasm the 
students have in participating in the 
event. 

“They get so excited just to go pick 
up garbage. And when you look at all 
the money they raise, year after year, 
it’s really quite incredible.”

This year’s funding will go towards 
renovating the Blue Sky’s day pro-
gram, geared for clients who work 
from Monday to Friday at the main 
building. 

“We’ll be upgrading  the opportuni-
ties room, high level care rooms, and 
work rooms, and we’re hoping to do a 
kitchen renovation, as well.”

Potter says he’s deeply grateful to 
the community and the students for 
all their hard work and support.

“They’re learning about a very im-
portant local organization, learning 
to take pride in their  community and 
establishing life-long habits. It’s just a 
win-win for everybody.”

Gr. 5 students Chelsea and Farah 
were part of a group cleaning the 
northwest corner of town. Chelsea 
said it was fun being outside during 

a school day and tidying up the com-
munity. She said now she’ll be even 
more aware of any garbage she fi nds 
lying around town in the future, and 
she’ll be sure to dispose of it.

“Altona needs to be healthy and tidy, 
and this will help the plants grow bet-
ter, too,” she said.

“It makes our town look good, too, 
and makes people happy because it’s 
clean,” Farah said. “Plus, we’re rais-
ing money for Blue Sky.”

Chelsea added, “Blue Sky is impor-
tant because it helps people with dis-
abilities. It’s also extra special to me 
because I have a cousin with a disabil-

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
No garbage was safe during the cleanathon, as these two students demonstrate.

ity. I can see why it 
matters so much.”

School principal 
Derek Sawatzky 
said it was a fan-
tastic day for staff  
and students alike.

“The weather 
couldn’t have been 
any better. The 

Continued on 
page 11
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

LONG WEEKEND SALE!!
TERRA CSA 

WORKBOOTS 

20% OFF

SANDALS!!

20% OFF 25% OFF

25% OFF

KEENS SHOES

MUCK BOOTS

20% OFF

KIDS WESTERN 
BOOTS 

WESTERN HATS 
20% OFF

WRANGLER 
SHIRTS & JEANS
TAX INCLUDED
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Massage-a-thon raises $700 for SCCR
By Lorne Stelmach

A day of massages in Morden Satur-
day had students working on patients 
for a good cause.

The massage-a-thon at Morden 
Massage Therapy Centre saw the pro-
ceeds of $700 donated to South Cen-
tral Cancer Resource.

Owner and therapist Linda Menzies 
said the event fi t well with her belief 
that part of being a good health care 
professional is supporting the com-
munity.

“As a mentor for the college stu-
dents, I always strive to build com-
munity with these students ... teach-
ing them so much more than just 
seeing patients and treating them ... 
it’s actually building community and 

a good way to do that is to give back.”
The massage-a-thon tied in with an 

ongoing program of the centre.
“It’s part of our 360 program where 

students come to Morden Massage 
Therapy Centre to do their clinical as 
part of their college program,” said 
Menzies. “As a business we take that 
money and then we always put the 
proceeds into diff erent community 
organizations.”

The students themselves choose 
who they want as the recipient.

“And to just up it one, they wanted 
to take a day and actually volunteer 
their services and kind of work to-
gether,” Menzies said.

New acupuncturist Dr. Yali Bai also 
donated her services for the day, and 
it was a good opportunity for her to 

be introduced to patients.
“She has had really good feedback 

already. Most of them that have seen 
her have already booked back in,” 

said Menzies, noting Bai is currently 
taking patients on Fridays.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Staff  and massage therapy students at the Morden Massage Therapy Centre 

raised $700 from their Saturday massage-a-thon for South Central Cancer 

Resource.

Continued on page 4
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Winkler MCC thrift shop anniversary raffle tickets on sale now
By Lorne Stelmach

A quilt raffl  e will both raise funds 
and honour the heritage of the MCC 
Thrift Store in Winkler.

As part of its 50th anniversary cele-
brations this year, a quilt was special-
ly made for the raffl  e, and organizers 
suggested it was a fi tting way to pay 
tribute for the occasion.

“Quilting has always been a big part 
of the history of the MCC thrift stores 
and MCC, and quilt auctions have 
taken place for many years,” noted 
Doreen Warms, chairperson of the 
50th anniversary festivities. “Our cel-
ebration committee thought it would 
be a great idea if we could have a quilt 
to raffl  e off  to get some funds towards 
our MCC missions.

“We’re hoping to raise some good 
funds and to honour the quilting heri-
tage part of the MCC. Of course, there 
are many other things that go on in 
the MCC organization, but quilting 
certainly has been a huge part of it,” 
she added. “We still have ladies com-
ing in to do quilts that get sent to  the 
needy and overseas.”

Working on the quilt became a la-
bour of love for Lydia Zacharias and 
Katie Friesen. The former cut and 

pieced together the quilt front, while 
the latter did the machine work.

“They both donated their time and 
eff orts,” said Warms. “So we’re really 
excited about this quilt and hope that 
we have lots of people who are in-
terested in winning the quilt. I know 
from people who have seen peeks of 
the quilt they have certainly shown 
some excitement.”

“A lot of work went into it by Mar-
garet Reimer, who shopped for the 
fabric,” Zacharias noted. “She went to 
the U.S. and to Brandon and to Car-
man and all over.”

She called it a privilege to be in-
volved in this project.

“I found it a real honour to be asked 
to work on this quilt. I have sewn 
many quilts for MCC but never one 
where the pattern of the fabric was 
chosen specifi cally. It is a simple de-
sign, and the colour choices are pleas-
ing to the eye.”

Organizers are hoping to sell 2,000 
tickets, and they see the potential to 
raise between $6,000 and $10,000, 
with individual tickets going for $5 
each, fi ve for $20, or a book of 15 for 
$50.

There is a second prize of a barbe-
cue donated by Parkside Home Hard-

three days of celebration planned for 
the store.

“We have all kinds of things planned 
for Sept. 25-27 because Sept. 25 in 
1974 was the date that 15 ladies got 
together for a meeting ... that was the 
inception of this store as a result of 
that meeting,” noted Reimer. “There 
will be special things happening 
throughout the store.

“We’re going to have a sale, and 
people can pick their discount,” add-
ed Warms. “They can pull a discount 
ticket, and it’s going to be anywhere 
between 10 and 50 per cent ... on items 
under $100.”

“There will be people selling raffl  e 
tickets, including board members, but 
there will tickets sold here at MCC 

in the furniture area. The main sales 
will probably happen here,” noted 
Reimer. “We’ve set a fairly ambitious 
goal for this year ... we want to send 
half a million [dollars] to MCC ... this 
is going to help to meet that goal.”

Also connected to 2024 being the an-
niversary year was a recent volunteer 
appreciation event where a free lunch 
was provided for the the store’s hun-
dreds of volunteers over three days, 
and there was also a dinner at Central 
Station Community Centre.

“There is a special volunteer appre-
ciation week that is done nationally,” 
noted board member Don Klassen.  
“It was great. I think it was very well 
received by everyone.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Katie Friesen and Lydia Zacharias made this quilt to be the prize of the Winkler MCC 

Thrift Store’s 50th anniversary raff le. Also up for grabs is a barbecue donated by 

Parkside Home Hardware.

Menzies sees the involvement of students at the centre as 
very much being a win-win scenario for everyone. 

“The patients are so good with their understanding, 
knowing that these students are going to be doing their 
training,” she said. “They get to learn so much more than 
just working on each other at the college ... you don’t see 
the dysfunctions that they would maybe have in a clinic 
setting.”

“It keeps me on the ball too,” Menzies added. “They’ve 
got some pretty good questions ... it keeps me on top of my 
knowledge.”

“It was such a humbling experience 
to be able to participate in this event,” 
noted Jessica Kraemer, a massage 
therapy student from Wellington Col-
lege. “It feels great to know we can 
make a positive diff erence in our own 
community. It is the least we could do 
to show our gratitude to the people 
who support us as massage students. 
There are so many patients out there 
with diff erent conditions who suff er 
in pain every single day. Just being 
able to relieve some of that is so re-
warding.”

Representing South Central Cancer 
Resource, board member Jack Pethy-
bridge said they were very apprecia-
tive of the support.

“Any money that we get, we have to 
fundraiser ourselves,” he noted. “Ev-
ery little bit we get really helps us be-
cause since COVID there’s been more 
and more patients that we see every 
year or people that we can help.”

ware Building 
Centre, and or-
ganizers are also 
looking at poten-
tially adding an 
early bird prize 
as well.

The draw will 
be Sept. 27 at 3 
p.m. as part of 

>  MASSAGE-A-THON, FROM PG. 3
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Morris council presents $5.2M financial plan
By Siobhan Maas

Morris town council presented their 
2024 fi nancial plan to the public on 
May 9. The $5.2 million budget is 4.37 
per cent higher than that of last year.

Mayor Scott Crick commented that 
“it ended up being a challenging year 
for budgeting” because several “time 
sensitive projects came together at the 
same time.” These included replace-
ment of the town’s main water dis-
tribution plant, infrastructure for the 
new child care facility on the south 
end of Morris, and the addition of an 
accessibility ramp to the community 
pool. 

“[The town] had limited control 
over the timelines once the commit-
ments were made,” the mayor noted.

Crick assured that “as a council, we 

have done what we can to minimize 
the infl ationary increases we’ve seen 
since 2021 to tax payers, [but] the cost 
of these major capital projects has giv-
en us less fl exibility in 2024.”

Mill rates, the amount of tax paid per 
dollar of property assessment value, 
increased 1.73 mills to 26.3. Residen-
tial and commercial properties will 
both see a seven per cent tax increase, 
along with a 1.3 per cent and 7.2 per 
cent school tax increase, respectively. 

“For someone with a $200,000 home, 
this should impact them at $20/
month or less,” Crick noted.

Proposed expenditures for Morris in 
2024 include a four per cent increase 
to protective services, a 10 per cent 
increase for economic development, 
and an almost 200 per cent jump in 
fi scal service. Fiscal services cover all 

capital expenditures made annually 
by the town, plus all debt coverage. 
The fl ow-through of 100 per cent cov-
erage of funds from the province for 
the new child care facility has artifi -
cially caused the jump in the fi scal 
services fund.

Transfers to reserves and capital 
purchases funded by reserves will fall 
by 27 per cent and 48 per cent, respec-
tively.

In order to balance the proposed 
expenses, council will be withdraw-
ing just over $860,000 from reserves. 
However, since 2019, the town has 
been able to add $1.1 million to the 
reserves fund, keeping in mind val-
ue-for-money for all activities in re-
cent years. Several ambitious projects 
were unable to go ahead as planned, 
with monies remaining in reserve.

“Therefore, we are seeing the use of 
some reserves this year as we ‘catch 
up’ on a number of projects, includ-
ing the zero entry of the pool (for 
which we had just under 40 per cent 
put aside in reserves), the new Town 
Community Plan, and a mandato-
ry update to our zoning bylaw,” ex-
plained Crick. “Unlike past reviews, 
we’re ensuring that the work is being 
done fully, and that we leave a clear 
and inspirational plan for the com-
munity, and a development-friendly 
zoning by-law with provision to help 
with Main Street revitalization.”  

Crick added, “Where we do see a 
shift from 2023 is how funds are being 
spent.  In 2023, we had major spends 
in deferred roadwork, which was ful-

Continued on page 7

PCAN hosts first community conversation
By Lorne Stelmach

An evening of dialogue around cli-
mate change brought an encouraging 
response for the organization behind 
it.

The Pembina Climate Action Net-
work (PCAN) held its fi rst communi-
ty conversation last Tuesday in Mor-
den. There were about 30 people on 
hand to hear about the organization 
and share their thoughts.

“It tells me that people are at least 
interested in talking about it, and 
I think that is really hopeful,” said 
co-chairperson Sandy Plett.  “Con-
versation is the gateway. We have to 
start talking before we can start doing 
anything.”

PCAN grew from discussions last 
fall about what could be done here 
at the community level about climate 
change. The organization took shape 
early this year, modelled somewhat 
after the like-minded Altona Commu-
nity Action Network.

PCAN’s goal is to help advance the 
conversation around climate change 
and to build increased awareness at 
the local level, so having an evening 
for dialogue seemed to be a good 
starting point, Plett said.

“In my view, there can be a pro-
gression of becoming conversant and 
learning to talk about these things 
and these polarizing things and we 
can start to make plans together,” she 
said.

“We called it Pembina because we 
didn’t want it to just be Morden,” she 
added. “Even to do a Google search 

maybe for this region and fi nd some-
thing that has the word climate in it 
would be important for people who 
are looking for allies to talk about cli-
mate ... when I moved here, I looked 
for groups, and I couldn’t fi nd any-
thing.”

Plett sees it as a grassroots eff ort to 
take action in addressing something 
that can be very overwhelming.

“What we need in the world and in 
the community and in the region, at 
all levels, is people to stop thinking 
about just what can they do and think 
about what we can do,” she said. “We 
have way more potential for change if 
we work together.

“This is about fi nding partners and 
fi nding the passions and the things 
that we care about ... and fi nd people 
who want to work at that together,” 
she continued. “Becoming more in-
formed and more educated about it 
will help us to move this out of lit-
tle niche conversations and into the 
workplaces and into our family cir-
cles, our friends.”

The group discussions at the gath-
ering last week off ered a number of 
questions for people to consider:

• What about climate change keeps 
you up at night?

• What gives you hope?
• If you could do anything to adapt 

to or mitigate climate change, what 
would you do?

• What barriers and resistance do 
you see to addressing climate change?

• What alternatives and solutions 
would you like to see folks try in our 

area?
In the end, Plett hoped the evening 

might get more people to join  them 
for their monthly meetings or at least 
register for their newsletter to stay 
informed about what’s happening in 
the area.

“It’s a chance to connect people with 
actions,” she said. “The other hope 
from an evening like this is just for 
people to see each other and to con-
nect.”

In the meantime, PCAN may have 
a few projects already in the works 
after having been contacted by the 
Discovery Nature Sanctuary about 
volunteers and helping with the de-
velopment of pollinator gardens as 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE 
STELMACH/VOICE

A few dozen people came out to learn 

more about the Pembina Climate 

Action Network (PCAN) at its fi rst 

community conversation last week. 

Right: Co-president Sandy Plett.

well as perhaps an invasive species 
removal project at the lake. In the 
immediate future, they will also be 
at next month’s Arbor Day event in 
Morden.

“There are people contacting us and 
saying, ‘What about this?’ So that is 
exciting to me,” said Plett. “We are 
dreaming about what we will do then 
after summer and how the group can 
dig into diff erent kinds of work.”
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P
arenting isn’t for the 
faint-hearted. In fact, 
if we got a glimpse 
into the future, most 
of us would have just 

bought a poodle long before 
our arms ever developed that 
ache for something tiny to 
cuddle.

But thankfully, we aren’t psychics or 
fortune tellers. The world would be 
underpopulated if we were allowed, 
just for a minute, to feel the unique 
level of raw vulnerability and fatigue 
that only parenthood brings.

We have to pass a test to drive a car 
or graduate from 
school, but there’s 
no license or diplo-
ma for the biggest 
task in the world: 
parenthood. May-
be there should be, 
but who would get 
a passing grade? 
The wealthy? The 
most educated or 
creative? The best 
gene pool?

The consequences of that kind of 
standard would be unthinkable.

So, the way it stands, most of us en-
ter this important role as green as a 
Christmas tree.

All we can do is hope that we’ll learn 
as we go, and it’s as wonderful and 
dreamy as we think it is.

I remember visiting a restaurant 
with my sisters a number of years 
ago, when we heard the irresistible 

Parenting isn’t for the faint-hearted

The newspaper is supported by advertising 

dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 

like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 

the advertisers and businesses in our rural 

communities. Keep your dollars working at 

home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 

build stronger communities through articles 

that both inform and entertain you about 

what’s going on throughout the Pembina 

Valley. This is your community newspaper—

let us know what you want to see in it.
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cry of a newborn baby. Our baby ra-
dar clicked on instantly.

To a woman, that tiny wail was like 
a siren call or like the heady scent of 
some kind of nectar that just draws 
you in. Which is probably part of the 
reason I had six babies.

I followed the sound of the crying 
and found a young girl seated with 
her parents, cradling a tiny, blanket-
ed bundle in her arms. I asked if I 
could just take a peek at her baby. She 

smiled in a strange, secretive kind of 
way, and pulled back the blanket.

I gasped in horror when I saw two 
plastic eyes staring back at me. The 
“mama” chuckled a bit, and ex-
plained that this baby was actually a 
doll, with electronics that made it cry 
when it was hungry or needed a dia-
per change. 
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

 • DON’T MIND THE MESS

By Lori 
Penner

SHOW ME THE LIGHT
Please show me the light if you 

can. Canada in the world accounts 
for 1.6 per cent of all greenhouse 
gases. Elimination of Canada would 
result in zero per cent in saving the 
world from total anarchy as the cli-
mate pundits claim we are heading 
into. 

We are spending billions on try-
ing, as Canadian politicians would 
have you think, from solely saving 
the planet from total annihilation. 
China on the other hand is plowing 
ahead with their plan. Their Paris 
Accord commitment is to stop their 
increase in greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2035! Noble of them to plan 
to stop 11 years from now. 

Meanwhile, we’re on the hook for 
carbon taxes that do nothing but 
add to our cost of living. And will 
do nothing to reduce emissions 

globally. 
More than one billion people on 

earth suff er from extreme poverty 
and look forward to a day when 
they aren’t hungry. Do you think 
these people give a rat’s butt about 
global warming? They’re just look-
ing for a solid meal and have noth-
ing on their mind but rising up. That 
will take cheap and plentiful energy 
and if you think they’re not going to 
use it to get ahead you’re dreaming. 

I agree, we should do everything 
we can to contribute, but do we 
throw the baby out with the bath 
water? Humans are much better at 
adaptation than mitigation. Let’s 
put our emphasis on that and stop 
this crazy “only we can save the 
world” BS … ‘cause we can’t even 
make a diff erence!

Bill Potter,
Morden

Continued on page 7
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ly funded from saved gas tax mon-
ey.”

Completed 2023 projects includ-
ed equipment renewal for both the 
public works and fi re department, 
repaving of Charles Ave West, and 
a mower purchase for the recreation 
department.

“In 2024, we have more modest 
road plans, but are now spending 
$355K more on the pool, which is 
only partially funded from sav-
ings and grants,” said Crick. “We 
are also seeing the borrowing cost 

for the industrial park going up, 
mainly as we cannot budget around 
property sales until they are con-
tracted/assured.  This amount will 
come down with any sales made 
during the year.  And as mentioned, 
we now have additional borrowing 
for the water distribution plant.”

Additional projects for 2024 in-
clude appliance upgrades and truck 
purchases for both public works 
and the fi re department and asphalt 
overlay on the baseball diamond 
road, among others.

CFDC hosts museum reps 
from across North America
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden played host last week to 
around 70 members of an internation-
al palaeontology organization.

The talking points at the annual 
meeting of the Association for Mate-
rials and Methods for Palaeontology 
would not have been of much interest 
to the general public, but it was im-
portant to the curators and lab tech-
nicians who came mostly from across 
the United States but also further 
afi eld.

“It’s very specialized,” said 
vice-president Marilyn Fox, who is 
connected to the Yale Peabody Muse-
um. “People probably would be very 
bored with workshops on adhesives 
... but it helps us to take better care of 
our specimens.”

“It’s all very technical,” agreed Ad-
olfo Cuetara, executive director of 
the host Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre. “It’s built around a high level 
of fossil preparation. There are peo-
ple working in the main museums of 
North America.

“The members are technicians and 
curators from museums and uni-
versities internationally, not only in 
the United States and Canada but 
members from all over the world,” 
he noted. “So we have here in Mor-

den a selection of the best technicians 
and curators in palaeontology from 
around North America.”

The week included a wide variety of 
presentations and workshops, and it 
started with a fi eld trip to the escarp-
ment north and west of Morden then 
concluded with a fi eld trip to Winni-
peg that included a visit to the Mani-
toba Museum.

“We stopped at the main sites that 
we know to show the geology of the 
Manitoba escarpment and where our 
fossils come from,” said Cuetara.

He recognized that there were mul-
tiple benefi ts for the attendees.

“It’s not only about teaching but 
more about brainstorming and col-
laboration between the members to 
discuss things like the best practices.”

Fox echoed that sentiment.
“We’re a small group of people from 

throughout the world,” she said. 
“Mostly in our labs, there’s maybe 
one or two people, so we tried to form 
this group to kind of share ideas and 
improve standards throughout the 
fi eld.

“We get together, and we talk about 
how we do things, diff erent methods 
and diff erent materials that we use,” 
she continued. “So we have lots of 
conversations about glue.”

They also very much appreciated 

coming to a place like Morden.
“We like to go to smaller places. It’s 

very welcoming, and it’s kind of less 
pressure than a big city,” said Fox, 
who also noted the importance of the 
CFDC. “We were very excited to come 
here ... I was really excited to see the 
collection.

“We’re really interested in seeing 
how other museums do things, and 
how can we all work together to im-
prove the standards for this kind of 
fi eld,” she said. “People have been 
telling me other researchers come 
here from all over the world ... if you 
have good fossils, people will travel 
from far and wide to do research on 
them.”

Cuetara was pleased to have the op-
portunity for the CFDC to play host.

“The annual meetings normally are 
in big cities ... we are talking about 
big museums with big facilities, so 
the fact that they selected Morden 
shows they believe that Morden is an 
important location,” he said. “It’s rec-
ognizing the importance of the collec-
tion of the Canadian Fossil Discovery 
Centre.

“This is huge for us, and it’s also the 
impact of this being in Morden with 
70 people spending a whole week 
here. We are fi lling up the hotels and 
restaurants,” he added. “We want to 
do something like this more often ... 
we can contribute to the community.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
From left: CFDC executive director Adolfo Cuetara  with Association for Materials 

and Methods for Palaeontology president Gregory Brown and vice-president 

Marilyn Fox.

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

“It’s part of our Life Studies class,” 
the teenage girl explained. “It’s sup-
posed to show us how much work it 
is to care for a real baby.”

The computer chip inside the doll 
recorded exactly how much care and 
attention the baby received, or if it 
was neglected.

“That must impact your social life a 
bit,” I chuckled.

“Not really. My little sister babysits 
a lot.” Another life lesson down the 
drain, I thought.

To be fair, the joy and anguish of 
real parenting isn’t something you 
can program into an animated doll. 

Unless there’s one that takes your car 
past curfew, screams like a banshee 
for candy, can hug you tight enough 
to forget every sleepless night, or 
melts your heart with a drawing that 
says, “I love mommy” for your fridge 
door.

We learn that sharpest words can 
come from a mouth full of braces, and 
the sweetest smiles in the world come 
without teeth.

Real parenting is hard because our 
heart is at stake, not our report card. 
We give our energy, time, fi nancial se-
curity, and basically our lives for this

 >  MORRIS BUDGET, FROM PG. 5 The town plans to contribute fi nan-
cially to the community by awarding 
monies and grants to the Valley Ag 
Society, Riverview Golf & Country 
Club, the community gardens, Red 
River Valley Food Bank, and Morris 
Area Senior Services, to name a few.

Crick is optimistic as council looks 
towards 2025’s budget. 

“The 2024 budget is somewhat 
atypical due to the timing and size 

of multiple projects occurring, [but] 
council believes [2025] will be much 
less challenging due to the comple-
tion of a number of projects, and that 
most ‘catch up’ will have happened 
in 2024.  Although we cannot predict 
things fully at this time, council’s goal 
will be to hold or reduce the amount 
of tax residents and businesses pay in 
2025.”

 >  PENNER, FROM PG. 6
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FIINN takes the stage at 
Manitou Opera House June 1
By Lorne Stelmach

There is a family dynamic in play 
when the Manitoba musical group FI-
INN takes to the stage.

The band is built around three broth-
ers —Daniel, John and Matt Baron—
who have taken their unique friend-
ship and musical talents to craft one 
of the best musical acts to come out of 
the prairies in recent years. 

As they prepared for a Saturday, 
June 1 gig at the Manitou Opera 
House with local opening act Lakes 
and Pines, they refl ected on how they 
navigate their relationship while col-
laborating on music.

“As brothers do, we weren’t always 
really the best of friends, but even-
tually, through music, we developed 
an amazing rapport of writing and 
working together,” said John. “That’s 
probably my favourite thing to do: 
write music with Dan and Matt.”

“I don’t think we have a rivalry be-
cause that would make three diff erent 
bands then,” said Matt “We’re able to 
be honest with each other in the cre-
ative process and we’re on the same 
page enough that we understand 
each other’s ideas.”

“We take our sibling rivalries out on 
the soccer fi eld,” he added.

The double bill featuring Lakes and 
Pines and FIINN will be an oppor-
tunity to take in two up-and-coming 
bands in the alt-rock/indie-rock scene 
in Manitoba. 

Lakes and Pines released their fi rst 
full-length album Peace Comes at Last 
in 2017. Its 11 tracks showcase dy-
namic compositions that delve into 
themes of nature and the human con-
dition. Each song intertwines acous-
tic roots with ambient guitars, varied 
rhythms and a prominent string sec-
tion. 

FIINN meanwhile also features 
Charlotte Friesen and Michael Dunn 
alongside the Baron brothers, and the 
fi ve of them together create haunting 
melodies, clever rhythms, and unique 
soundscapes.

FIINN was initially formed in 2014 
when it put out a folk-inspired EP. In 
2016, they changed musical direction 
and decided to write music that they 
enjoyed playing, not particularly pay-
ing attention to a specifi c genre. This 
inspired their EP Godsend in 2017 and 
then later the full-length album Try 
Me in 2021.

Now FIINN are excited to be releas-
ing the Already Gone album this com-
ing fall with a collection of songs writ-
ten with some vulnerability in mind.

Some of the biggest infl uences in FI-
INN’s music come from another local 
band, Royal Canoe, but they have a 
wide variety of musical  infl uences 
behind their sound. 

“Most of our EP songs are riddled 
with existential metaphors, histori-
cal references and references to land-
marks such as the infamous Red Riv-
er,” noted Daniel, who added that a 
change was in the works for Try Me 
with a shift in focus to writing music 
that refl ected personal experience. 
That album’s songs were written pri-

or to COVID-19’s appearance in the 
world.

“It wasn’t really by design the album 
has that theme, it just came together 
that way,” said Matt. “A lot of the 
songs cover that internal monologue.

“These are really fun songs to hear 
live, if you can imagine, and really 
fun to play,” he concluded.

Proceeds from the Manitou show 
will go towards the maintenance and 
upkeep of the opera house. 

The concert begins at 7 p.m. The 
doors and cash bar open at 6 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $15 for 
17 and under. You can call or text 204-
242- 4287 for tickets.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
FIINN, featuring siblings Daniel, John, and Matt Baron alongside Charlotte Friesen 

and Michael Dunn, perform in Manitou next month.

Auxiliary supper raises 
$23K for Altona hospital

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Altona Health Care Auxiliary raised about $23,000 at their Taco Buff et 

Fundraiser on May 2 at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre. “This far exceeded our 

expectations, and we are deeply grateful to the community for their support,” 

said board president Elaine Friesen, thanking the event’s sponsors as well. All 

of the proceeds are going towards the purchase of 16 ceiling lifts and two 

specialized wheelchairs for the Altona Community Memorial Health Centre. “Our 

fundraising goal is $35,000, and this is a great start,” Friesen noted. Donations 

can be sent to Altona Health Care Auxiliary, Box 660, Altona, MB, R0G 0B0

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
What’s                 story?  
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Oakview Golf & Country Club executive have been working 
on replacing the aged wooden bridge with a state of the art 
steel bridge for sometime on hole #7.
With the generous support of Elmer’s Mfg, Klassen Repair, 
LET Construction, Loadline Inc and Rosenort Credit Union, 
we were able to complete the project.
Thank you everyone for your support.

Oakview Golf & Country Club Executive

L to R Richard Klassen, Steve Friesen - Loadline,Les           
Harder- LET, Matt Hildebrand- Elmer’s Mfg, Ernie Klassen- 
Klassen Repair, Sam Giesbrecht, Vern Gevers - Rosenort 
Credit Union, Glen Wiebe- Oakview executive, Andrew 
Penner- Grounds Superintendent

Run & Walk to Remember raises over $15,000
By Lori Penner

The Curtis Klassen Memorial Fund 
(CKMF) enjoyed a record turnout at 
last Saturday’s Run & Walk to Re-
member.

Over 180 people participated in the 
5k and 10k events, which co-organiz-
er Eric Hildebrand says is a big jump 
from last year’s numbers.

“It’s just fantastic to see this kind of 
increase from previous years. I can’t 
be sure, but I have a feeling that the 
release of the documentary Altona 
might have played a part in encour-
aging more people to get on board. It 
brought back a lot of awareness about 
what took place, and how this event 
came to be.”

The weather was balmy and beau-
tiful as participants made their way 
down the trails and roadways in the 
community, past crowds of cheer-
ing fans, many ringing cowbells and 
holding signs.

“There was a slight breeze, which 
was great for the runners,” Hildeb-
rand notes.

They were from all walks of life, 
from dedicated athletes and families 
with strollers to seniors, youngsters, 
and groups walking or running to-
gether for a cause.

At the end of the day, everyone gath-
ered back at the Altona Centennial 
Park for a barbecue supplied by Sun 
Valley Co-op, with bouncers on hand 
to occupy the little ones.

“We’re very thankful for their sup-
port this year, and over all the years,” 
Hildebrand says. “As a committee, 
we are extremely grateful for the 
community support we receive for 
this event, from the phenomenal sup-
port from local businesses, as well as 
our volunteers. We couldn’t host this 
community event/fundraiser with-
out everyone involved.”

Between registrations and dona-
tions, Saturday’s fundraiser generat-
ed just over $15,000. This pushed the 
CKMF to surpass a total of $100,000 
raised over the last decade and re-in-

place where people can look for support.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER
The 2024 Curtis Klassen Memorial Fund Run & Walk to Remember last weekend 

raised over $15,000 for local projects.

vested back into the community. 
A fl ow-through fund of the Altona 

Community Foundation, the CKMF 
was established by a group of Klas-
sen’s friends. It supports young ath-
letes in the Altona area by helping to 
fi ll the needs of grassroots sports or-
ganizations and even a few commu-
nity projects. 

This year, they donated funds to the 
Altona Youth Soccer Program to al-
low them to purchase a set of jerseys 
for another team. 

“By us being able to facilitate that, 
they can keep their registration fees 
aff ordable,” Hildebrand says.

“Every cent that we bring in, we put 
it right back into the community,” he 
adds. “Wherever there are needs, we 
are eager and excited to be part of 
those needs.”

Smaller donations go out to other 
groups such as Altona Minor Base-
ball, who are helping some families 
with registration fees.

Community-based events and proj-
ects are also included in their giving, 
such as the play structure at the Cen-
tennial Park and the Altona Memory 
Garden.

The CKMF also off ers two annual 
high school scholarships at W.C. Mill-
er Collegiate for students pursuing 
post-secondary education with some 
interest in sports.  

“We’re always 
looking for local 
needs, and we 
encourage people 
to come forward 
with their asks,” 
Hildebrand says. 
“We want to be a 

News tip? Call 204-325-6888



WINKLER 325-5223
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

15 Thornhill St., Morden

822-5423

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

For emergencies call 911
www.winklerpolice.ca

Ph. 204-325-0829 
Administration 

Canada’s police system is one-of-a-kind

Did you know that Canada has a policing system that’s unique in 
the world? There are three distinct policing levels: municipal, pro-
vincial and federal. Each level is crucial in maintaining law and or-
der within the country.

1. Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)
At the federal level, the RCMP serves as Canada’s national police 
force. The RCMP is unique in its jurisdiction, operating at the inter-
national, federal, provincial and municipal levels. Federal police offi-
cers are responsible for enforcing federal laws, investigating crimes 
of national significance and providing specialized services such as 
border security, counterterrorism and organized crime investiga-
tions.

2. Provincial police
Provincial police services operate at the regional level, providing law 
enforcement in specific provinces or territories. While some provin-
ces have dedicated police forces, such as the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) or the Sûreté du Québec in Quebec, others rely on 

contract policing with the RCMP. 
Provincial police officers enforce 
both provincial laws and regula-
tions, as well as federal laws within 
their jurisdiction.

3. Municipal police
At the municipal level, police ser-
vices are provided by local law en-
forcement agencies. These agencies 
are responsible for policing within 
specific cities, towns or municipa-
lities. Officers at this level handle 
various duties, including respon-
ding to emergency calls, conduc-
ting investigations and patrolling 
neighbourhoods to ensure public 
safety.

During National Police Week, 
from May 12 to 18, educate your-
self on how the police operate in 
your area and how they work col-
laboratively to ensure the safety 
and security of Canadians across 
the country.
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A stroll through nature
The trail at Lake Minnewasta was the setting last Wednesday evening for one 

of the Mental Health Week activities in Morden. Brooke Mos led a group on a 

nature photo walk as part of the programs aimed at promoting mental health 

awareness and personal well-being through relaxation, fi tness and creativity. 

Other activities included kids zumba, slow fl ow yoga, pilates, public skating, and 

a paint night.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
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IN  MORRIS  MB

Pickup Your  Community
Weekly News at

Email: tthiessen@rosenortmotors.com

$400 
Spring Rebate On 

Until May 31st!

2023 Ferris 
500S Zero Turn 

25HP/48”

25 HP Briggs CXi 2500 Engine, 48 Inch Mower Deck, 
Front and Rear Large Coil-Over Independent 

Progressive Rate Shocks, Premium Cushioned Seat, 
3 Gallon Fuel Tank, 3 Year Parts and Labor Warranty. 

IN STOCK! 
NOW ONLY 

$8,195

Cutting the ribbon on Two 
Sparrows Greenhouse
By Lori Penner

Two Sparrows Greenhouse in Al-
tona offi  cially opened their doors on 
May 11. 

Owner Nicole Wood said she is over-
whelmed by the community response 
and is looking forward to a busy and 
productive summer.

“Thank you to this beautiful com-
munity for embracing us and thank 
you to my  staff ,” she said. “Two Spar-
rows’ success is truly a refl ection of all 
the hours of hard work you have put 
in. The fact that we’re still smiling and 
laughing at the end of the day speaks 
volumes.

“Thank you, also, to my wonderful 
family for believing in me and sup-
porting me on this crazy ride. For 
putting up with my long hours away 
from home in this very busy season. I 
couldn’t do this without you.”

The celebration included refl ections 
and congratulations from Altona 
Mayor Harv Schroeder, Municipality 
of Rhineland Reeve Don Wiebe, Bor-
derland MLA Josh Guenter, and MP 
for Portage-Lisgar Branden Leslie.

“I believe you’ve worked tirelessly 
to get to this day, and it’s good to see 
our young entrepreneurs start new 
businesses in our community,” Schro-

eder said. “We appreciate your eff orts 
here, and what you’re doing. I look 
forward to the wonderful contribu-
tions that Two Sparrows Greenhouse 
will bring to our community.”

Borderland MLA Josh Guenter noted 
the number of grand opening events 
he’s already attended in Altona this 
year, and that he’s excited to see this 
business join them.

“Altona is growing, literally, with 
all these plants and people excited to 
grow their gardens. I wish Nicole all 
the best in her endeavours here, and 
I know the best is yet to come. Con-
gratulations on all the hard work and 
the eff ort that you, your family and 
your team have put in.”

The ribbon was cut by Wood, a sea-
soned nurse turned passionate gar-
dener and entrepreneur,

“Never say never,” she said. “I was 
never going to be a nurse. I’ve been a 
nurse for over 16 years. I never imag-
ined myself as a business owner, and 
yet here I am. Today we celebrate our 
second season. Part of the vision for 
Two Sparrows is that it be a place 
where everyone feels welcome.”

She noted that whether you’re an ex-
perienced gardener or a beginner, this 
is the place to share knowledge. The 
motto on their sign—”Learning, Shar-

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Local dignitaries joined Two Sparrows Greenhouse staff  in cutting the ribbon on 

the Altona business on Saturday.

ing and Growing Together”—refl ects 
that vision.

“Last week we hosted a large group 
from Regional Connections for the 
English Café evening. And in a cou-
ple of weeks, we have a group from 
the Buff alo Apartments coming for a 
workshop on creating fl ower arrange-
ments in pots,” Wood shared. “We are 
not just growing plants; we are grow-
ing a community.”

The one-stop plant and garden shop, 
located on 2nd St. NE,  already enjoyed 
a huge response from the community 
when they opened two temporary 
structures last year, which gave them 
the positive sign they needed for the 
expanded journey ahead.

Wood said it was always their plan 

to expand.
“We knew we had to put up some-

thing quick to get our toe into this 
market that we felt there was a niche 
for, so the two greenhouses that we 
operated last year were a quick, eco-
nomical way to start. And just to get 
a feel for what the community needs 
would be. We completed the con-
struction over the winter, and here we 
are.”

The added height of the newer struc-
ture provides a feeling of airiness and 
space and allows them to off er more 
varieties. 

“We have vegetables and blooms of 
all kinds, perennials, annuals, bas-
kets, trees and shrubs, and our pric-
ing is competitive,” said Wood.

kids were so enthusiastic getting 
out there to go pick up big and 
little scraps of garbage. They’re 
always proud of what they fi nd 
and we’re so proud of  the eff ort 
they put out there. The kids who 
participated in the fundraising 
never cease to amaze us. There 
were kids who, on the fi rst day of 
canvassing, had already gathered 
a sheet of 21 names, and then they 
just went out there for more.”

He said it’s a great way for the 
students to raise awareness about 
what Blue Sky Opportunities 
does for individuals with dis-
abilities and for the community 
at large.

“We really appreciate that 
through this process, we also get 
a tour of the facility, so the kids 
can see fi rsthand what it is that 
they do, so that helps motivate 
them even more.”

After a full afternoon of forag-
ing for trash, the students headed 
back to school to enjoy a hot dog, 
drink and ice cream treat sup-

>  CLEANATHON, FROM PG. 2 plied by Blue Sky.
“They can just relax and look back on all their hard 

work,” said Sawatzy. “They make us proud, year after 
year.”

Reach us at 
204-325-6888

Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Altona hosts Emergency 
Preparedness Expo
By Lori Penner

Residents had a chance to chat with 
emergency responders and check out 
their equipment at the second annual 
Altona/Rhineland Emergency Pre-
paredness Expo on May 9. 

Joining members of Altona’s public 
works department, police service, and 
Altona/Rhineland Emergency Ser-

vices this time around was the Plum 
Coulee Fire Department, Rhineland 
public works, the Hutterian Emergen-
cy Aquatic Response Team (HEART), 
Manitoba Emergency Measures Orga-
nization, the Red Cross and RCMP.

Each organization set up at the Sun-
fl ower Gardens arena, including their 
response vehicles, ready to share the 
role they play in emergency response. 

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Left: At the expo last week, HEART co-founder and dive team member Paul 

Maendel and his son Kalen showcased some of the remote operated vehicles used 

during rescues. Above: A group of visitors proudly sporting their fi reman’s hats.

The recovery vehicles used by the 
HEART team was a big draw at the 
event. Visitors were able to climb 
aboard the rescue boat and check out 
the sonar equipment used during re-
covery missions. The remote operat-
ed vehicles, for example, allows their 
teams to search beyond 300 meters.

Every year, water claims countless 
victims, many of which are never re-
covered, leaving behind unanswered 
questions and heartache. HEART 
specializes in fi nding and recovering 
these drowning victims, using state-
of-the-art equipment and a highly-
trained crew.

As a non-profi t, they rely heavily on 
sponsorship and donations to provide 
the necessary training and equipment 

required to do the job to the best of 
their abilities and be able to off er their 
services for free.

Co-founder and dive team member 
Paul Maendel says, “It’s a mission to 
the living to show love. We want to 
show families that the person they 
lost isn’t just a number. They are spe-
cial and as much as we can, these 
families become part of our family. 
We can’t promise miracles, but we can 
bring them some closure.”

Chief Greg Zimmerman from the 
Altona Fire Department was on hand 
to give tours of their trucks and hand 
out free plastic fi re helmets, just for 
fun. 

Bike safety course for kids at 
Morris Multiplex Thursday
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Maas Driver Training and the Mor-
ris Area Recreation Commission are 
teaming up with Manitoba Public In-
surance to host a bike safety course 
this week.

MPI instructors will be at the Mor-
ris Multiplex on Thursday, May 16 
from 5-6:30 p.m. to walk kids through 
proper helmet use, safe biking hab-
its, how to interact with vehicles, and 
the use of hand signals. An obstacle 
course will also be set up for kids to 
navigate.

Organizer Siobhan Maas says con-
cerns have been raised of late about 
youth cycling unsafely around town.

“They’re on the road where they 
shouldn’t be, or they’re not wearing 

their helmets,” she says, “and I can 
see how that impacts drivers, espe-
cially new drivers ... it’s a hazard.

“I guess this is the fl ip side of be-
ing able to teach driver’s education,” 
Mass refl ects. “Having other road us-
ers, cyclists and pedestrians, knowing 
how to move safely on a roadway as 
well.”

Any community can invite MPI to 
hold one of these safety courses, Maas 
notes, which are off ered to partici-
pants free of charge.

Advance registration is appreciated, 
though same-day walk ups will be 
accommodated, space allowing. This 
session is aimed at kids age 5-12.

For more information, contact Maas 
at 204-232-3724.

Continued on page 13
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The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

Environment and Climate Change
Environmental Approvals Branch 

14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg, Manitoba   R3Y 0L6 

24053GE1

“People pay a lot of money for this 
equipment, so it’s good to let them 
see it. We do have multiple equip-
ment, and in the event of a disaster 
such as a tornado, we  are capable. 
For example, we have the heavy-duty 
struts that are capable of holding up 
parts of collapsed houses, to enable us 
to do a search.”

Visitors were also able to tour the 
mobile command centre used by the 
Manitoba Emergency Measures Orga-

nization during a disaster.
“We had great representation for 

this event. It takes some eff ort to get 
everything together, but this was a 
great venue for it,” said Perry Batch-
elor, Altona/Rhineland municipal 
emergency coordinator. “The point, 
of course, was to show the commu-
nity what kind of resources come to-
gether in the event of a disaster.”

The event enjoyed a good turnout. 
Visitors were able to meet and chat 

Left: Cpl. Mark 

Legal described 

the various 

features of 

the Altona 

Police Service’s 

electric bike. 

Right: Fire 

Chief Greg 

Z i m m e r m a n 

off ers a little 

visitor a free 

f i r e m a n ’ s 

hat, and 

some helpful 

preparedness 

information for 

her mother. 

PHOTOS BY LORI 
PENNER/VOICE
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with responders and gain informa-
tion from a variety of displays. They 
also learned the importance of having 
a 72-hour emergency kit at the ready 
in their homes. 

It’s a message that Batchelor empha-
sizes often. 

“Those fi rst 72 hours are on you, 
so you have to be prepared to man-
age your household, your family for 
72 hours. If there’s no power, food or 
water, how are you going to survive 
until emergency responders arrive?”  

Emergency supplies include canned 

goods, a manual can opener, candles, 
and a battery-operated radio, to name 
a few.

Residents of Altona and the Munici-
pality of Rhineland were also able to 
register for each community’s Con-
nect service. The free emergency no-
tifi cation system sends alerts to your 
email, cell phone, or landline.

“People who aren’t signed up, please 
do,” urged Batchelor “It’s fairly new, 
but we need to get those numbers up, 
in Altona and Rhineland. It’s the best 
way for us to communicate with you.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
What: Open House, Town of Morris Development Plan By-law 03-24
When: Tuesday May 28, 2024 at 6:00pm-8:00pm
Where: North Hall, Morris Multiplex, 380 Stampede Grounds, Morris, Manitoba
Website: www.mrichardassociates.ca/growmorris

Join us for this come-and-go session and share your thoughts on Grow Morris, a 
Comprehensive Community Plan for the Town of Morris.

This Plan will guide future land use and development in the Town. It provides clear policies 
for land use and zoning, transportation and parking, pedestrian mobility and streetscape 
improvements within the municipality.

A copy of the Plan can be found on our project website. For more information please visit 
www.mrichardassociates.ca/growmorris or contact us below.

Brody Osadick, RPP, MCIP
Director of Economic Development
M Richard & Associates Ltd.
E: brody@mrichard.ca | P: 204-202-7672

Sprucing up Altona’s Gallery in the Park
By Lori Penner

Altona’s Gallery in the Park recently 
received some much-needed repairs, 
as part of a project to upgrade the 
building.

“They’re pretty much done with 
the roof now, as per 
schedule,” says Alto-
na recreation services 
manager Eric Hildeb-
rand. “They replaced 
the cedar shakes. 
When they removed 
the original product, 
there was some wood 
that also needed to 
be replaced. So, they 
added a moisture bar-
rier, and a metal roof 
that has a cedar shake 
appearance.”

He says they opted to use this in-
stead of actual cedar shakes, for lower 
maintenance.

“Cedar shakes are wonderful, but 
we went with a product that’s essen-
tially maintenance free. They look just 
like shakes, but they won’t split or rot. 
This product gives you the aesthetic 
and can be locked on all four sides for 
exceptional watertightness. We won’t 
have any uplift caused by high winds 
or rains. It’s a nice product.”

The gallery will also be getting new 
siding this fall.

“We’re going through a few diff er-
ent options. Whether that’s a steel 
siding with a woodgrain appearance, 
an engineered wood product, or a fi -
ber cement board. We’re just waiting 

for some visual samples 
to come in, to determine 
what colours would 
work well from the dif-
ferent product lines, 
with the roofi ng product 
that’s in place now.”

There are a bunch of 
intricate wood details 
that will be done with a 
maintenance-free PVC 
product that can re-
semble wood and cut 
to any shape as needed, 
to honour the detailing 

that gives the building that historical 
charm.

The structure was built in 1902. Be-
ing two and a half stories tall, with no 
tall surrounding trees for shelter, Hil-
debrand says the building really takes 
a beating from the elements.

“It’s pretty exposed to the strong 
winds and the sunlight. We’re look-
ing at a product right now that would 
give it 25-30 more years, maintenance 
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Altona’s Gallery in the Park has a new roof and is getting new siding this summer.

free, and that product will only arrive 
in late summer or fall. We want to 
make sure it’s something the commit-
tee is happy with, that fi ts the budget, 
gives the aesthetics, and provides the 

to fi nish the roofi ng prior to the open-
ing of the season, enjoy the season as 
it is over the summer, and continue 
the renovations in fall. The siding will 
likely not take as long as the shingles, 
where they had to deal with all the 
various pitches and peaks. It all de-
pends on how much trim work they 
fi nd, and how much is exposed when 
they start to remove some of the older 
product. I’m not sure how much of it 
is original. A lot of the wood was rec-
reated when the building was reno-
vated many years ago.”

The plan, he says, is for this to be a 
long-term solution. 

“We’re exploring a low maintenance 
product that still provides the charm 
and that historical look. It’s a beauti-
ful asset to the community, and a real 
diamond in the rough.”

charm.”
While it would 

have been nice 
for the gallery’s 
facelift to be 
complete by its 
season opening 
in June, Hildeb-
rand says the 
goal was never 
to have both the 
roof and siding 
completed to-
gether.

“The goal was 

“IT’S A BEAUTIFUL 

ASSET TO THE 

COMMUNITY, AND 

A REAL DIAMOND 

IN THE ROUGH.”

What’s                 story?  
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Call today if you would like to consign your items!
ITEMS ARE SOLD AS YOU SEE THEM, Call Now to Consign in Upcoming Auctions. 

FARM EQUIPMENT, GENERAL 

AND SURPLUS ITEMS, 
PLUS MUCH MORE!

THIS IS AN ONLINE 

IF YOU REQUIRE HELP  OR 
DO NOT HAVE INTERNET 

ACCESS PLEASE CALL THE 

240536M0
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From Latin dance to farming: a tale of agricultural passion
By Lori Penner

In a surprising turn of events, Cher-
ilyn Jolly-Nagel traded her dance 
shoes for work boots, leaving behind 
a thriving career as a Latin dance in-
structor at Club Med to embark on a 
new journey in agriculture, much to 

the shock of her friends and family.
Refl ecting on that decision more 

than two decades later, Jolly-Nagel, 
formerly the president of the West-
ern Canadian Wheat Growers Asso-
ciation, said, “I left a dream job, and 
when I fell in love with agriculture, 
I found my other dream job. I loved 
what I was doing, but it was a person-
al challenge to fi nd my place on the 
farm.”

Little did she know that her encoun-
ter with her high school sweetheart 
and her newfound love for agricul-

ture would redefi ne her career trajec-
tory.

Today, alongside her husband Da-
vid, Jolly-Nagel manages a bustling 
family farm in Mossbank, Saskatche-
wan. But her contributions to the ag-
ricultural world don’t end there. She 
has become a prominent voice in the 
industry, hosting Farm Show TV and 
engaging audiences across the coun-
try on various agriculture-related top-
ics.

However, Jolly-Nagel’s journey 
hasn’t been without its hurdles. She 

recalls a time when morale among 
producers was low, and the agricul-
tural industry faced skepticism and 
disinterest from the public.

“When I got into agriculture, I didn’t 
know that farmers are their own 
worst enemy. At that time, I realized it 
wasn’t the general population losing 
enthusiasm for the agricultural indus-
try, it was the farmers themselves.”

“Newspapers shared nothing but 
doom and gloom fi nancial projec-

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Cherilyn Jolly-Nagel believes it’s time to 

share the good stories about farming, 

and educate the public on what the 

modern farmer actually does. 

Continued on page 16



16   The Voice  Thursday, May 16, 2024

Critical illness insurance • Savings plans 
• Estate and Financial Planning Service

Plan for your future 
farm needs.

I can help you develop a customized 
financial and retirement strategy that 
meets your needs today and builds a 
solid foundation for your future.

Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is the insurer and is a member of the Sun Life group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2023. 

*Advisors and their corporations conduct insurance business through Sun Life Financial Distributors 
(Canada) Inc. Mutual fund business is done with your advisor through Sun Life Financial Investment 
Services (Canada) Inc.

Brad Ritchie*, CFP®
Financial Planner, Sun Life
TruPath Financial Solutions Ltd.

brad.ritchie@sunlife.com

YourYour

tions. There were no jobs and no young people who want-
ed to be part of it. When I graduated, farming was not 
a popular career choice. And yet, there I was, massively 
gung-ho to join the ranks of the farming crew.”

Over the next 20 years, agricultural policy became her 
focus.

“I should have known that was going to be my fate be-
cause I always loved to argue. I will forever be in debt 
to the Western Canadian Wheat Growers Association that 
welcomed me to that table with zero experience. They let 
me cut my teeth on the policy issues that we were work-
ing so hard at, and represent that organization. I had the 
enthusiasm they needed.”

Over the years, Jolly-Nagel has tirelessly advocated for 
the industry, emphasizing the importance of promoting 
its practices. She highlights the need to bridge the gap be-
tween farmers and the public, dispelling misconceptions 
and building trust through open dialogue and shared val-
ues.

She admits that she grossly underestimated the impor-
tance of building relationships with the public and show-
ing them how much farmers truly care about the land and 
the environment and the safety of our food system.

“I took for granted that because my family has been 
farming some of the same land for more than 100 years, 
that was enough to gain their trust. We thought we were 
always going to have their trust. And we just walked out 

of the tractor one day and wondered why doesn’t any-
body trust us? And we didn’t realize that we needed to be 
building a relationship with the public fi rst.”

So much of the confusion stems from public perception. 
Or rather, misconception.

“Most consumers picture farms as that little red barn 
and farming practices from 50 years ago. And we have not 
done enough of the eff ort to bring them back up to the 
present day. Agriculture has gone through tremendous 
technological change. From precision planting to drone 
technology. It’s the most scientifi cally advanced industry 
on the globe. The public doesn’t know how we’re farming, 
but even more, they don’t know who is farming.”

Misinformation runs rampant, she says.
“We haven’t done a good job explaining not only what 

we do in agriculture, but who is doing it. We just never 
took a lot of time to fi ll in that gap.

“Canadians are now two generations removed from the 
family farm. From having relatives on the farm, to losing 
the common sense of how food is grown. If they’re only 
getting their information online, what are they fi nding? 
It’s not good. If they look up meat, it’s bad. GMOs are the 
worst. Pesticides. Sugar is bad. Chemicals are bad. Every-
thing they read online about farming is bad.”

How do we change it? Sharing your values, Jolly-Nagel 
says, is three to fi ve times more eff ective with building 
trust than sharing scientifi c facts and expertise.

“We don’t take a minute during the day to think about 
the values that are behind every decision we make on the 

farm. I would suggest if you’re using 
fungicides, and you don’t know why, 
you shouldn’t use them. If you real-
ly haven’t taken a minute about why 
you use pesticides and why choose 
to grow genetically modifi ed canola, 
then maybe that privilege won’t be 
there forever. And I realized if I don’t 
really know why I need access to fer-
tilizer, that privilege can go away real 
fast.”

When those horror stories hit the 
media, producers are forced to react 
to them.

Jolly-Nagel says farmers need to get 
to a place where they can promote the 
industry rather than always being on 
the defence.

“Start sharing stories about life on 
the farm. I spend much of my time 
speaking to an urban audience and 
sharing the good news stories and I 
encourage you to do the same.”

By sharing stories of life on the 
farm and championing the values 
that guide their decisions, Jolly-Na-
gel believes they can shape a brighter 
future for agriculture and inspire the 
next generation of proud farmers.

“We all agree it’s important that the 
next generation is proud of the agri-
cultural industry and a part of that 
heritage is acknowledging the role 
that farmers need to play. We must 
share the good news stories and put 
our values fi rst. Those tools that we 
have available to us are a privilege. 
And if you’re using one of those tools 
today, on your farm, think about it 
as a privilege so that the next gener-
ation will continue to be able to use 
it. When I think of all the tools that 
can be taken away, it’s a pretty bleak 
future for the next generation.”

“Start sharing stories about life on the farm”
From Pg. 15

What’s                 story?  

Call 204-325-6888
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A rocky start to the season for Orioles, Bisons
By Lorne Stelmach

The Pembina Valley Orioles and Al-
tona Bisons both opened their MJBL 
seasons with a pair of losses last 
weekend.

The opening day showcase Saturday 
in Winnipeg saw the Orioles fall 4-1 to 
the Carillon Sultans and 15-11 to the 
Interlake Blue Jays, while the Bisons 
lost 11-3 to the Blue Jays and 12-0 to 
the Sultans.

Hits were 7-3 in Carillon’s favour 

against the Orioles, who had Owen 
Goertzen on the mound; he allowed 
four runs on six hits while striking 
out eight over four innings.

It was a wide open aff air between 
Pembina Valley and Interlake with 
the hits 15-13 for the Orioles, who 
opened with fi ve runs in fi rst inning. 
Interlake countered with three in the 
second and fi ve in the fourth and 
sealed it with a grand slam home run 
in the seventh inning.

Mike Heppner took the loss with 

seven runs on fi ve hits in one and two 
thirds of an inning. Sam Blatz started 
on the mound and allowed eight runs 
on eight hits over fi ve innings.

In the Bisons’ loss to Interlake, hits 
were 9-3 for the Blue Jays with the 
turning point being fi ve runs on three 
hits in the top of the fi fth inning.

Maddux Mateychuk pitched four in-
nings, giving up six runs on three hits 
while striking out nine.

Altona then got tagged for four er-
rors while having a 9-6 edge in hits 

in the shutout loss to Carillon, which 
drove in eight runs on four hits in the 
top of the fourth. In three and one 
third innings, Nolan Marriott gave up 
11 runs on seven hits while striking 
out six.

This week had the Orioles set to 
head back to Winnipeg Wednesday to 
face the Elmwood Giants, while the 
Bisons are off  until they host the Ori-
oles next week Friday, May 24.

PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
Top row, the Morden Thunder lost 3-0 to a strong Boissevain/Wawanesa  (Co-op) team in the semi fi nals of the W.C. Miller Baseball Classic high school tournament held 

May 10 and 11. Boissevain/Wawanesa (Co-op) defeated the Steinbach Regional Sabres 9-0 to win the Manitoba High Schools Athletic Assoc. tournament. The Bottom 

row, Northlands Parkway Nighthawks lost 15-10 against the Steinbach Regional Sabres in the semi fi nals. Other teams competing included the Stonewall Rams, W.C. 

Miller Aces, River East Kodiaks, and the Lord Selkirk Royals. 

Lots of action at boys high school baseball tourney
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By Ty Dilello 

On May 12, the U15 Central Energy team earned 
two big victories in the Manitoba Premier Softball 
League (MSPL) standings when they dismantled 
Smitty’s Terminators in both games of their double-
header by 11-2 and 20-0 counts. 

With the wins, U15 Central Energy moves to sec-
ond place in the MPSL standings with a record of 
3-1. 

“Hot bats and great pitching today made us tough 
to beat,” said U15 Central Energy coach Kevin Per-
rin. “We are a skilled group of athletes who are fun 
to coach, and I’m excited to see how far we can take 
this team. The season has started off  with a bang, 
going three wins and one loss to start, with only 
giving up two hits in the game we lost.”

In the fi rst game, Mya Richard collected three hits 
in three at-bats as Central Energy cruised to an 11-2 
win. She tripled in the second inning, doubled in 
the fi rst inning, and singled in the fourth inning. 
Central Energy scored seven runs on multiple hits 
in the second inning on the way to victory. And 
Shyanne Goertzen earned the win for the team as 
she only gave up four hits and two runs over three 
and one-third innings, striking out seven and walk-
ing two people. 

Game 2 of the doubleheader saw Ella Conrad 
collect three hits in three at-bats as Central Energy 
won again by a 20-0 scoreline. Conrad doubled and 
singled in the fi rst inning and added another single 
in the third inning. Addison Nikkel earned the win 
for Central Energy on the mound as the lefty gave 

up one hit and zero runs over four innings, striking 
out eight and walking none.

The U15 Central Energy team is off  to Calgary this 
weekend for the May Long Invitational Tourna-
ment and looks forward to competing against some 
strong competition. They will return to MPSL ac-
tion on May 25 with a doubleheader (12 noon and 
2 p.m.) against the Interlake Phillies at Quarry Park 
in Stonewall. 

The U13 Central Energy team was also in action 
over the weekend as they dropped both games of 
its doubleheader with Smitty’s Terminators by 8-7 
scores in both games. 

In the fi rst game of the doubleheader, Kelsey Dyck 
led the Energy with two hits in an 8-7 loss. Central 
Energy trailed early but took the lead in the top of 
the sixth. Lindsay French grounded out, scoring 
three runs, to give Central the lead, 7-6. The Ter-
minators scored on a passed ball, which helped 
Smitty’s tie the game at seven in the bottom of the 
sixth and go on to eventual victory. Dyck led things 
off  in the circle for Central Energy. The left-handed 
pitcher gave up four hits and two runs over three 
innings, striking out fi ve and walking none. 

In the second game, Central Energy once again 
outhit Smitty’s eight to four but again fell 8-7 in the 
fi nal score. Hailey Baldwin led Central Energy with 
two hits in three at-bats. They fought back in the 
game after falling behind by fi ve runs in the fi rst 
inning, but the comeback fell just short. Collins 
Vrooman started the game for Central Energy in 
the circle and gave up two hits and seven runs (fi ve 
earned) over three innings, striking out fi ve and 

walking six. Brady Wiebe pitched three innings, al-
lowing two hits and accumulating three strikeouts. 

The U13 Central Energy falls to last place in the 
MPSL standings now with a record of 1-5. The U13 
squad is back in action with a game at 2 p.m. on 
June 1 at Stonewall’s Quarry Park against the Inter-
lake Phillies.  

The Central Energy U17 team had the weekend 
off  but will return to the diamond on May 18 with 
a doubleheader against the Smitty’s Terminators at 
12 noon and 2 p.m. in Morden on Diamond 2. 

Central Energy’s U15 pitcher Addison Nikkel earned 

the 20-0 shutout win in Game 2 against the Smitty’s 

Terminators Sunday afternoon. 

U15 Central Energy earns two big wins over the weekend

First of three speedway race weekends coming up May 25-26
By Lorne Stelmach

The roar of the engines will soon be 
heard at Dead Horse Creek Speedway, 
and the Valley Motorsports Associa-
tion is excited to get racing underway 
again at the track west of Morden.

“We’re still pretty new at this ... but 
we’ve got one season under our belt, 
and we learned a lot. We’re going to 
keep at it and continue fi nding ways 
to improve it,” said president Chris 
Unrau. “There was pent up demand 
here for a long time. There’s a lot of 
gearheads in this area, and motor-
sports is hugely popular ... people  
need a place for it.”

The association formed as a not-
for-profi t corporation in 2023 and 
took over operation of the former 
ALH Motor Speedway. It’s made up 
of a group of grassroots enthusiasts 
whose mission is to advance motor-
sports for the enjoyment of the region.

A lot of their eff orts last summer fo-
cused on revitalizing the track, start-
ing with reshaping and resurfacing 
it, and there are more improvements 
being made this year.

“We’ve put quite a bit of time and 
energy and eff ort into further im-
provements to the facility,” said Un-

rau.
“We’ve got some permanent lighting 

that’s getting installed. Little Morden 
Service has come forward to sponsor 
a lap leaderboard so we can see how 
many laps remaining in each race and 
what position are the top four at any 
time, so that’s really exciting.

“We’re going to have a large LED 
video screen this year,” he added. 
“We’re also hoping to move towards 
some kind of a streaming opera-
tion where we would get the races 
streamed live online ... I’m not quite 
sure when we will get there, but that 
is a goal.”

Three weekend special events are on 
tap for 2024.

The McNaught Cadillac Cup will 
be May 25-26 and will include the at-
tendance of the Northern Late Model 
Racing Association with a top level of 
late model competitors.  

“That’s the best of the best in the re-
gion ... the top late model drivers from 
North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Manitoba,” said Unrau. “It will 
bring the top competitors and the top 
high-powered cars. I can’t stress with 
enough excitement how big of a deal 
it is to have the NLRA come here to 

our track.”
The GVE Deere Run will go July 5-6 

featuring the Watermelon Cup mod-
ifi ed special as well as the Brad Wall 
Memorial. 

Closing out the season then in con-
junction with the Corn and Apple 
Festival is the Proven Seed King of the 
Corn Aug. 23-24.

“It’s very exciting. We had such a 
great response from the community 
last year that we decided to expand a 
little bit to three race weekends,” said 
Unrau, noting they are grateful to 

have all three races fully sponsored.
“The response from the community 

has been fabulous, and what we hear 
is that there’s a lot of people planning 
to come out to these events this year.”

Tickets are on sale at the Gardenland 
Co-op convenience store locations 
as well as online. Unrau encouraged 
people to get their tickets early.

“The sense I get in the community 
is that there are a lot of people who 
want to come out.”

More information is available online 
at deadhorsecreekspeedway.ca.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The Dead Horse Creek Speedway holds its fi rst weekend of races May 25-26 with 

the McNault Cadillac Cup.
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Winkler Flyers 2-1 at 
Centennial Cup
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers are 2-1 in the 
opening games of the Centennial 
Cup.

The team punched their ticket to the 
national competition by winning their 
fi rst MJHL title in 26 years last month, 
downing the Steinbach Pistons in four 
straight games.

In their fi rst game of the national 
championship last Thursday, the Fly-
ers downed the Sioux Lookout Bomb-
ers 4-2.

Dalton Andrew scored all four of 
Winkler’s goals to lead the Flyers to 
victory and earn himself a player of 
the game nod. 

Malachi Klassen made 19 saves in 
net as the Flyers outshot the Bombers 
48-19.

Game two put them up against the 
Melfort Mustangs Saturday. The close 
match saw Winkler up 2-0 after 20 
minutes thanks to goals from Jakob 

Jones and Brody Beauchemin.
That lead became a tie in the second 

period when the Mustangs scored 
three to Winkler’s one (Connor Jen-
sen).

Both teams found the mark twice 
in the third. Winkler’s came courtesy 
of Andrew and Zach Nicolas to force 
what proved to be a fruitless over-
time.

The shootout went the Mustangs’ 
way to give them the win 6-5.

On Monday, the Flyers squared off  
against the Oakville Blades.

A scoreless opening frame was fol-
lowed by Winkler scoring two unan-
swered goals in the second, courtesy 
of Andrew and James Richards.

Avery Anderson and Nicolas McKee 
fi red home two empty-net goals in the 
game’s fi nal minutes to give Winkler 
the win 4-0.

Klassen got the shutout in net, turn-
ing away all 24 shots he faced. His 
teammates sent 29 the other way.

The Flyers were scheduled to face 
off  against the Miramichi Timber-
wolves Tuesday  night. Results were 

not available at press time.
The playoff s get underway this 

weekend.

 PHOTO BY HEATHER POLLOCK/HOCKEYCANADA
The Winkler Flyers downed the Sioux Lookout Bombers 4-2 in their opening game 

at the Centennial Cup last week.

By Kieran Reimer

Sanford’s Carter Sotheran is causing 
a stir in the playoff s of the Western 
Hockey League.

The 2023 fi fth-round draft pick for 
the Philadelphia Flyers has been a 
dominant presence on the Portland 
Winterhawks’ defence throughout 
the entire season.  Sotheran is a key 
reason the team will play in the WHL 
Championship.

Standing tall at 6’3, 198 pounds on 
the blue line, Sotheran can be found 
making plays all over the ice while 
having a sense of when to jump into 
a play or stay back.

In his second season with the club, 
the 18-year-old defenceman scored 13 
goals and 27 assists in 66 regular-sea-
son games and is continuing to im-
prove in the playoff s, where he has 4 
goals and 7 assists in 15 games and a 
plus-20 rating.

“My skating has gotten a lot better, 
and a lot smoother,” said Sotheran 
following a 2-1 double overtime vic-
tory over the Prince George Cougars 
that sent the Winterhawks to the 

WHL Championship. 
“Just confi dence, playing with the 

puck, having poise, stuff  like that. 
That’s my biggest improvement since 
the off -season.”

Sotheran’s Winterhawks features 
one of the most stacked rosters in the 
WHL, with multiple 100-point play-
ers and seven NHL draft picks.

In the regular season, the Winter-
hawks fi nished fi rst in the WHL’s 
U.S. Division and third in the league 
overall.

During the playoff s, they swept the 
fi rst two rounds against the Victoria 
Royals and Everett Silvertips before 
eliminating the Cougars in six games 
in the semi-fi nals.

Sotheran points to his team’s tight 
bond, which for some Winterhawks 
players dates back to the 2019-20 sea-
son when some of their current play-
ers joined the team.

“It’s easy just knowing each oth-
er and having each other’s backs,” 
said Sotheran. “The depth we have 
is pretty crazy the way anyone can 
go out there and do their thing and 
put pucks in the back of the net, play 

good defence, and it’s been kicking 
for us all season. It’s been a good year, 
and everything is coming together 
full circle.”

The Winterhawks are one of the 
more Manitoba-heavy teams in WHL 
with four players from across the 
province.

Winnipeg’s Alex Thompson and 
Russell’s Ryder Thompson play 
alongside Sotheran on the backend, 
while Birtle’s Aiden Sotas has been 
absent from the forward group all 
season with injury.

For them, representing their prov-
ince is something they are embracing 
as Moose Jaw features only one Man-
itoban in Dominion City’s Denton 
Mateychuk.

“It’s a huge honour,” said Sotheran. 
“Being from Manitoba, not a lot of 
guys are left (in the playoff s) so just 
trying to represent my town and my 
province is a huge thing for me and 
hopefully we can take it all the way.”

The Winterhawks now head to 
Moose Jaw, SK for games three and 
four where they will aim to even up 
the best-of-seven series.

Games three and four will go Tues-
day and Wednesday night at 9 p.m. 
central time from Moose Jaw Events 
Centre.

The winner of the series will repre-
sent the WHL in the 104th Memorial 
Cup in Saginaw, MI at the end of the 
month. 

Carter Sotheran

Sotheran leads Winterhawks to WHL finals 

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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By Kieran Reimer 

Dominion City’s Denton Mateychuk 
is off  to the Western Hockey League 
Championship. His Moose Jaw War-
riors defeated the Saskatoon Blades in 
overtime of game seven by a score of 
3-2 Wednesday night. 

Lynden Lakovic was the overtime 
hero for Moose Jaw scoring the game 
winner only 36 seconds into overtime 
on a backhand shot from the goal line 
that fooled Blades goaltender Evan 
Gardner.

The Warriors are now set for a best-
of-seven series against the Portland 
Winterhawks with a WHL Champi-
onship and a trip to Saginaw, MI for 
the 104th Memorial Cup on the line.

Mateychuk has been a force for the 
Warriors’ blueline all playoff s scoring 
8 goals and 19 assists for 27 points. He 
is tied with teammate Jagger Firkus 
for the WHL’s playoff  points lead. His 
contributions have helped the War-
riors to series wins over the Brandon 
Wheat Kings, Swift Current Broncos, 
and now the Saskatoon Blades.

He is also the front-runner for WHL 
Playoff s Most Valuable Player accord-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Denton Mateychuk, #5, defence 

with the Moose Jaw Warriors

Mateychuk leads Warriors to finals  PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Local dance students took to the stage at the P.W. Enns Concert Hall in Winkler 

last weekend for the  annual recital that marks the conclusion of the season. 

The performances were around the theme of A Tribute to Musicals and featured 

students of all ages. The Morden-based dance studio has over 350 dancers 

from ages three to adult, and classes that include dance exploration, ballet 

and contemporary, fi lm, hip hop, Irish, jazz, musical theatre, stage combat, tap, 

competitive classes, and Xplor Drama.

ing to the league’s online poll. 
Game one of the championship 

series against Portland begins Fri-
day night at 9 p.m. central from 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum in 
Portland, OR.

Kicking up their heels

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

CAMPERS FOR SALE
For Sale - 1999 Jayco 
19ft 5th wheel camper. 
Can be seen at sou-
thend of Old Altona 
Village. Asking $6000. 
Call 204-324-1833.

SEED
Certifi ed #1 Algonquin 
alfalfa seed for sale, 
99.9% pure, 50 lb. 
bags, inoculated. Call 
Carla Shergold at 204-
298-4099.

FEED & SEED/
AGRICUTURE

FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & con-
ventional: Sweet Clo-
ver, Alfalfa, Red Clo-
ver, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Star City, 
SK. Birch Rose Acres 
Ltd. 306-921-9942.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for 
both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.
 ––––––––––––––––––––
Wanted 1967 Triumph 
motorcycle frame 
parts. Phone 1-204-
799-4564.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JOIN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST PROSTATE 
CANCER. RIDE DAY – 
SATURDAY, MAY 25, 
2024. 10 AM start – 
Earls Polo Park (Winni-
peg). Visit: ridefordad.
ca/manitoba to regis-
ter or make a pledge.
––––––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
HIRING? NEED CLASS 
1 DRIVERS or con-
struction workers? 
Have your blanket 
classifi ed ads seen 
in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Now booking Winter 
and Spring advertis-
ing for 2024. Please 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Commu-
nity Newspapers As-
sociation. www.mcna.
com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join Keyes Loyal Or-
ange Lodge #1755, 
Newdale L.O.L #1533, 
Winnipeg Golden 
West L.O.L #2311.Info: 
newdale1533@gmail.
com . Since 1795. God 
Save The King!

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built 
aircraft or an ultra-
light; fl y by day only 
in Canada with one 
passenger; can eas-
ily add fl oat rating to 
permit. LS Airways 
Flight Academy 204-
651-1402.
––––––––––––––––––––

CAREER

CAREER

PUBLIC NOTICE

CAREER

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT
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ReVolution ReVolution 
TrailersTrailers
Spring 

Readiness 
Special

Inspect tires, brakes, 
suspension, travel lights, 
LP, CO2 & Smoke alarms, 

roof and trim sealant, 
repack wheel bearings 

$269 single, $319 dual

1480 Spring� eld Rd
Winnipeg, MB

www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call Now:
204-955-7377

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

Please support our advertisers SHOP LOCAL



Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CARD OF THANKS ANNOUNCEMENTS

In memory of
Walter H Mueller

The family of the late Walter H Mueller wish 
to express their deep appreciation to those 
who have off ered such kindness, support and 
messages of sympathy and comfort in our 
bereavement. The Walter Mueller family would 
like to thank all who attended his funeral, sent 
cards and/or fl owers. A special thank you 
to Al Thorleifson, Lane Curry, Cindy Hunter, 
Don Stewart, the ACW, Sharon Shultz, Lindy 
Sharpe, Marg Remillard and the United Church.

-Bette, Terry, Jaxon, Natalie,
Lewis and Ella Mueller

UPCOMING EVENTS
Siemens-Suderman Reunion

Sunday 02 June 2024 from 1-5 p.m.
Program at 2

Plum Coulee Senior’s Centre
on Main 265 Main Street, Plum Coulee
Bring faspa/snacks and beverage for 

yourself
Contacts: Verna Pfrimmer at 204 626-3230 or 
vernapfrimmer@gmail.com Peter Suderman at 

204 774-3312 or psuderman@shaw.ca

OBITUARY

Susan E Hildebrandt
1927 – 2024

It is with sadness that we as the extended family announce 
the peaceful passing of Susan Hildebrandt, age 96 on Saturday, 
February 10, 2024 at Boundary Trails Health Centre. We can also 
rejoice in her stated wish to “go home”.

Susan was predeceased by her parents, Heinrich P and Anna 
Hildebrandt along with 11 siblings and their spouses.

She will be lovingly remembered by her remaining sister, Eva and 
her many nieces, nephews and their families.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, May 
18, 2024 at the Blumenort Mennonite Church in Rosetown, MB, 16 
km south of Plum Coulee.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements

www.wiebefuneralhomes.com

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden Call: 204-467-5836
or Email: ads@

winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION with an

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in

 Call 204-467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

431-743-5932

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

SPRING DISCOUNT

15% OFF 403.872.4934
Call or email for a FREE ESTIMATE!

prestigeroofingcontracting@gmail.com

Veteran Owned & Operated
WE OFFER:

 

BizBiz
CardsCards

FOR SALE

Full safety. Well equipped & 
has worked well for us pull-
ing an 18‘ camper!  3.5 liter, 
6 cylinder engine, has new 
shocks all around!  Heated 
cloth seats! Well maintained 
and equipped with towing 
hitch, plug, and brake con-
trol, has served us well! Call 
Abe for more details and      
pricing at 204-324-9433.

2015 Ford 
Edge SEL 

FOR SALE!

CAREER

CAREER

CAREER

PUBLIC NOTICE

Winkler Senior Centre
Annual Meeting 
of Membership
May 30, 2024 
at 2:00 p.m.

Music by 
Don Pritchard

Refreshments Served

Remember Your Loved Ones    
with an Announcement in the

 
a ou cee e
Call 204-467-5836



> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Servings: 12
1 cup whole milk
1/2 cup Premier Protein Strawber-

ries & Cream Protein Shake
1/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 large egg, lightly beaten
2/3 cup creamy peanut butter
2 cups heavy whipping cream
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 cup sugar-free strawberry jelly
In large, heavy saucepan, heat milk, 

protein shake, brown sugar and salt 
until bubbles form around sides of pan. 

Recipe courtesy of “Chelsea’s Messy 
Apron”

Servings: 8
1 large sweet potato
1 bag (10 ounces) dark chocolate 

chips, plus additional for topping (op-
tional)

2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract

1/4 cup coconut sugar
1 Premier Protein Chocolate Protein 

Shake
“Caramel” Sauce:
3 tablespoons coconut oil (measured 

when solid)
3 tablespoons real maple syrup
1 1/2 tablespoons almond butter

1/4 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Wash and scrub sweet potato. Pierce 

with fork several times. Place on micro-
wave-safe plate and microwave 5 min-

-
low to cool.

In microwave-safe bowl, microwave 

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6
6 slices Coleman Natural Hickory 

Smoked Bacon
6 wooden skewers
1 teaspoon Mexican spice blend 
prepared Bloody Marys
Preheat oven to 400 F.
Wrap one bacon slice diagonally 

Peanut Butter Jelly Ice Cream

Chocolate Ice Cream 
with “Caramel” Sauce

Chile Bacon Straws

Whisk small amount of hot mixture into 
egg. Return to pan, whisking constantly.

Cook and stir over low heat until mix-
ture thickens and coats back of spoon. 
Remove from heat; whisk in peanut 
butter. Quickly transfer to bowl; place 
in ice water and stir 2 minutes. Stir in 
cream and vanilla. Press wax paper onto 
surface of custard. Refrigerate several 
hours or overnight.

Fill cylinder of ice cream freezer 2/3 
full; freeze according to manufacturer’s 
directions.

When ice cream is frozen, spoon into 
freezer container, layering with jelly; 
freeze 2-4 hours before serving.

chocolate chips in 20-second incre-
ments, stirring between each increment 
until smooth and melted. Set aside.

Remove sweet potato skin and thor-
oughly mash. Pack into 3/4 cup mea-
suring cup. Place in large blender.

Add melted chocolate to blender along 
with vanilla, sea salt, coconut sugar and 
chocolate protein shake.

Place lid on blender and blend on high 
at least 1 minute, or until ingredients are 
smooth and incorporated.

Transfer to ice cream maker and pre-
pare according to manufacturer’s direc-
tions then transfer to airtight container 
and freeze 2-3 hours.

To make “caramel” sauce: In micro-
wave-safe bowl, microwave coconut 
oil and syrup 30 seconds. Stir and mi-
crowave 30 seconds, or until melted 
and smooth. Stir in almond butter and 
whisk until smooth. Add sea salt and 
vanilla extract; whisk to combine.

Set “caramel” sauce aside at room 
temperature about 30 minutes. Top ice 
cream with sauce and additional choco-
late chips, if desired.

around each skewer, making sure to 
overlap edges of bacon so there are no 
gaps. Don’t wrap too tightly or it will be 

-
sure each end of bacon ends up on same 
side of skewer.

Place each wrapped skewer on wire 
rack set over sheet pan with end seams 
down. Sprinkle spice blend over each 
skewer.

Bake 25-30 minutes until bacon is 
brown, crispy and fully cooked to give 
straws their shape. Remove from oven 
and allow to cool.

Gently slide skewers out of each straw 
using twisting motion.

Insert straws into Bloody Marys.

Dear Money Lady,  
I need to purchase a new car this year 

and I am not sure if I should invest in an 
EV, Hybrid, or regular vehicle.  What do 
you think?  Thanks, Gord.

Hi Gord, this is a great question 
and one I think a lot of Canadians 
are wondering since the Canadian 
government mandated that all light-
duty vehicle sales be 100% electric 
by 2035.  The problem for me is the 
current costs of EV’s.  Now that vehi-
cle pricing is truly the second high-
est investment purchase a Canadian 
will make next to buying a home, is 
it worth it to invest in electric vehi-
cles now?  Maybe not.

Most vehicles have a life span of 10+ 
years and to get the most value out 
of your purchase, you should plan to 
keep it this long.  The problem is, we 

-
tric switch over date and the current 
vehicle manufacturers really aren’t 

vehicles at competitive pricing yet.  
Yes, we are provided with rebate of-
fers from every province to encour-
age us to “buy-in,” but we still have 
the issues with the scarcity of EV 
charging stations, especially in rural 
areas.  The best-selling car today is 
actually not a car at all, rather it re-
mains a light truck.  The Ford F-150, 
Chevrolet 1500 and Dodge Ram 1500 
series of light trucks (or pickup’s) 
are still our North American best-
sellers.  Today, electric vehicles sales 
only make up approximately 10% 
annually and most automakers rely 

-
ized from their light-truck sales to 

Toyota, the world’s largest automak-
er, has announced that for every EV 
produced, they can make 10 or more 
hybrids with much less impact to 
the earth than the energy required to 
mine and extract precious rare earth 
minerals from the ground which is 
what constitutes the average EV bat-
tery. 

The Canadian government now of-
fers up to $5,000 in rebates towards 
the purchase of a fully electric or 
plug-in hybrid electric vehicle.  It’s a 
good idea to check the Government 
of Canada website under “Incentives 
for Zero-Emission Vehicles” since 
not all vehicles qualify for this full 
rebate and there will be variations 
to the amount if you plan to lease 
your new purchase.  To be honest, in 
my opinion, you can still get a better 
deal on a regular gas vehicle today, 
but if your budget allows, it would 

be a good idea to consider a hybrid 

option.  Plan to keep this vehicle for 
at least 10 years to get your money’s
worth out of it.  Remember that most
new car sale markups start at 7%-8%
and dealerships are more willing to
haggle on their pricing at the end of
the month.  Aim for a 3%-4% reduc-
tion in the list price of the vehicle
and be prepared to walk if the sales 
manager won’t bend.  Guaranteed, if 
they know you are a serious buyer, 
they will give in to this reduction 
in pricing, (a hint from one of my 
friends who is been in the new car 
sales business for over 20 years).

If you are leasing your vehicle and 

EV or hybrid.  This will give you the 
opportunity to “try it out” since you
will most likely be trading in your
vehicle after 3-5 years anyway.  One
thing you need to watch out for – if 
this is your 2nd or 3rd lease, make 
sure the car dealer discharges the 
old lease and sets up a new one.  I
have seen many times in the past,
when we have pulled credit bureaus 
for clients wanting loans at the bank,
that they have had multiple leases 
registered to their name.  This is a 

hinder your prospects of acquiring 
future credit.  Each lease must be 
clearly discharged, not transferred.
By transferring a lease to a new ve-
hicle, it creates two lease payments 
on a client’s credit report, one for 
the old vehicle (not discharged but
still registered with the VIN num-
ber) and one for the new vehicle.  Be
careful.

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Au-
thor, Finance Writer, National Radio 
Host, and now on CTV Morning Live, 
and CTV News @6 syndicated across
Canada.  Send your questions through 
her website at askthemoneylady.ca

Christine Ibbotson

Ask the money lady
The Voice  Thursday, May 16, 2024    23



GARDEN CENTRE

CANADIAN TIRE WINKLERWhile quantities last - no rainchecks
Sale Dates - May 16- 22 unless otherwise 

stated - Closed Monday May 20th

7-Gallon Apple Trees
LIMITED QUANTITY
33-7144

SAVE
$20

Scotts Nature Scapes 
Colour Enhanced Mulch, 
42.5-L, Classic Black
Also available in Brown 
and Sierra Red 
159-0020/19/21

$4.50
NEW LOW PRICE

Garden Club 
Black Earth Top Soil, 
Weed Free, 25-L
059-4532

$3.49
$4.29
Garden Club Sheep 
Manure, 12.5-kg
059-9687/9683

1 Gallon Small Fruit
Includes raspberries, 
sour cherries, 
honeyberries, grapes

$12.99
REG. $17.99

1 Gallon Clemantis
33-5261

REG. $19.99

$14.99

6 Pack Annual Flowers 
(selected varieties)
FRIDAY/SATURDAY/
SUNDAY ONLY 
(MAY 17-19)
33-0255 

$3.99
WEEKEND SPECIAL

2 Gallon 
Watering Can
Assorted Colours
059-0534

$16.99

8” Senetti
33-1126

REG. $19.99

$16.99

REG. $18.99
Angel Wings - Annual
33-3604

$15.99REG. $26.99
11” Deluxe 
Hanging Basket
33-0110
FRIDAY/SATURDAY/
SUNDAY ONLY 
(MAY 17-19)

$20.00

REG. $29.99
2 Gallon Lavender
33-3955

$24.99

 /CTWinkler
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