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Will be hosting a

Fundraising
MEXICAN
DEESKO
BUFFET

Thursday,
June 23, 2022
at 5:00 pm

Menu includes:
Deesko stew and
tortillas, Re-fried
beans, salads, pie

and ice cream.

Cost is $20.00

per person

Receipts will be
issued for extra
donations.
The purpose of
the Fundraiser is \ -
to help pay for
completed Kitchen
Renovations.
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Hundreds of members and supporters of the 2SLGBTQIANB+ community gathered in Altona Saturday for the town's first Pride parade.
It's the second such event hosted by Pembina Valley Pride, which held its first parade in Morden back in 2019. For more, see Pg. 2.
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"We do have a community down
here, and we're not alone"

Pembina Valley Pride
hosts parade in Altona

By Ty Dilello

It was a perfectly sunny day last
Saturday afternoon as the Town of
Altona hosted its inaugural Pembina
Valley Pride parade.

Roughly 500 members of the 2SLG-
BTQIANB+ community and its allies
came out to take part and support di-
versity and inclusion.

The afternoon started with a warm
welcome and raising of the Pride flag
at the Altona Civic Centre, which was
followed by a two-kilometre march
to Centennial Park, where people cel-
ebrated and took in several speeches
and live music performances.

“We were very excited when we got
the request to hold this Pride festival
in Altona,” said Mayor Al Friesen.
“We felt this festival aligned prop-
erly with our town'’s value statement,
which is: “Altona strives to be a pro-
gressive, sustainable, competitive, at-

tractive and safe community for all.
We may not always reach that, but we
strive for that.

“I've been living in Altona for my
whole life and I can say that the com-
munity has changed in that time," Fri-
esen noted. "I think it's time to turn
the page together.”

Altona teacher Peter Wohlgemut
is the president of Pembina Valley
Pride. They noted how Morden’s first
Pride parade in 2019 got things go-
ing and identified that there are lots
of 2SLGBTQIANB+ connections in
southern Manitoba.

“We do have a community down
here, and we’re not alone,” said Wohl-
gemut. “People out there might want
us to be ashamed of who we are, but
we are extremely proud to be the
Rainbow community. And we’re not
going anywhere.

“This was a celebratory day, and
things could not have gone better,"
Wohlgemut added. "Thank you, Al-
tona! We can’t wait to have a second
Pride festival here.”

Continued on page 13

Jake Bergen

NOTICE OF VOTERS LIST / PERSONAL SECURITY PROTECTION
MUNICPALITY OF RHINELAND

Notice is hereby given that a copy of the VOTERS LIST may be revised at: Municipality of Rhineland Office,
109-3rd Avenue NE, Altona, Manitoba during regular business days until Tuesday, September 20th, 2022
between the hours of 9:00 am and 4:30 pm.

At this time the Senior Election Official (S.E.O.) and/or the Assistant S.E.O. will be available to update the
voters list by:
(a) adding the names of voters who are entitled to have their names on the list;
(b) deleting the names of persons who are not entitled to have their names on the list; and
(c) making such other correction of errors to the list as required.

VOTER ELIGIBILITY:
A person is eligible to have his or her name added to the Voters List if he or she is:
1) a Canadian citizen and at least 18 years of age on election day; and
2) a resident of the local authority for at least six months prior to election day, OR a registered owner of land in
the municipality for at least six months prior to election day.

NON-RESIDENT VOTERS QUALIFIED IN MORE THAN ONE WARD:

In accordance with Section 25(2) of The Municipal Councils and School Boards Elections Act, any non-resident
voter who owns property in more than one ward is responsible to notify the S.E.O in writing, not later than
September 20th, 2022 of the ward in which he/she desires to vote. Failing the foregoing, the voter’s name will
be placed on the list as the S.E.O. may select.

APPLICATION FOR PERSONAL SECURITY PROTECTION:

A voter may apply in writing to the S.E.O. (at the address /email address below) no later than September 20th,
2022 to have his/her name and other personal information omitted or obscured from the voters list in order to
protect the voter’s personal security. The application may be submitted in person, by mail or fax and must
include your name, address and include proof of identity.

All changes to the voters list must be completed on or before September 20th, 2022
Dated at Altona in the Province of Manitoba, May 12th, 2022.

Municipality of Rhineland
Senior Election Official (S.E.O.) Box 270, Altona, MB ROG 0B0O
Phone 204-324-7693 or 204-324-5357

bergenj42 @gmail.com
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PHOTOS BY
TY DILELLO/VOICE
Pembina Valley
Pride standard
bearers, including
president Peter
Wohlgemut
(centre), led the
way on the first
local Pride parade
hosted since 2019,
and the first one
ever in Altona.
Right: Wohlgemut
raises the Pride
flag at the Altona
Civic Centre.
Below: Hundreds
of members and
supporters of the
2SLGBTOQIANB+
community
took part in the
festivities.
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Morden PD bids farewell
to police dog Chase

By Lorne Stelmach

A ceremony at the Morden Civic
Centre last Wednesday paid tribute
to a retiring Morden Police Service
member.

Police dog Chase and her handler
Cst. Scott Edwards were honoured for
her 11 years of service.

It was a bittersweet moment for Ed-
wards, but he looks forward now to
having his family be able to fully en-
joy the companionship of Chase, who
turns 12 in July.

“It’s not something that service dogs
always get to do though to reach re-
tirement, so I'm happy for that,” said
Edwards, who anticipates going on
more walks with Chase
and enjoying activities
like camping. “She’s
definitely part of our

see the dog ... everybody has wanted
to see Chase.”

“It's been a rewarding experience,”
said Edwards. “She’s been a big part
of our team with the Morden Police
Service and has been a good partner
to me. And she’s been a really awe-
some ambassador to the community
for our service. And I'm excited to see
the continuation of our K9 unit with
police service dog Ice and Cst. Curtis
Warkentin.”

Edwards reflected on the experience
of developing a relationship with
Chase while remembering she was a
working dog and less so a pet.

“It's not always easy ... they're very
smart dogs, so they can also be very

frustrating dogs,” he
said. “She came from
an awesome bloodline.
Her mom and dad

family, and I love her, "SHE'S BEEN A BIC were both police ser-
and we're excited to be vice dogs in Winnipeg,
part of the next chapter PART OF OUR TEAM." and our new dog Ice

in her life.”

Chief Brad Neduzak
said having a police
dog has been a valuable addition to
the force.

“We definitely saw a need for it. It
has certainly shown how valuable a
tool a canine can be in your commu-
nity, and a great ambassador as well.

“She was a multi-trained canine,
which means she’s a drug detection
dog, does tracking, search and res-
cue,” he explained.

“When you're out in a rural area like
we are, you can run into so many dif-
ferent situations, and it’s nice to have
that option to use your canine in any
way that you can,” Neduzak said.
“And she’s been at so many commu-
nity functions ... everybody loves to

is also from the same
line.

“She was definitely one of the top
dogs going through her training,” he
continued. “She still has that ability to
use her nose; even upon retirement,
she’s still pretty sharp, and she’s still
really healthy.

“She has a high drive; she’s high en-
ergy,” said Edwards. “She is obedient
and healthy and sociable ... and for a
small community like Morden, that’s
a bigger part than I think we proba-
bly realized, having the ability to have
her in amongst the community, going
to visit schools and day cares and vis-
iting businesses and doing presenta-
tions. That's been a big part of it, and
she has done a phenomenal job.”

Our mistake

Teddy Bear Picnic is on this Sat., June 18

A story in the June 9 edition of the
Voice included the wrong date for the
Teddy Bear Picnic being hosted in
Winkler by the Winkler Family Re-
source Centre and the Morden and
Parent Child Resource Centre.

The correct date is this Saturday, June
18, at the Winkler Parkland Stage (or
inside the arena if it’s raining) from 11
am. to2 p.m.

The day includes a teddy bear clinic
featuring representatives from the lo-

cal health care community, face paint-
ing and henna tattoos from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m., a barbecue lunch available for
purchase from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
and entertainment from the Paw Pa-
trol Show (12-12:30 p.m.), Lulu and
the TomCat (12:30-1 p.m.) and the
DanceWorks Dancers.

Admission is free.

We sincerely regret the date mix-
up and any confusion it may have
caused.
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DOORCRASHER
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HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm Saturday 9:30 am to 4:00 pm - 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire
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Katle Cares honours its first scholarship winner
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\

/
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From left: Kristin Buhler was selected by Katie Cares' Ruth and Randy Reimer
and Kerry and Darlene Pollack as the recipient of the first Kaitlyn Marie Reimer

Scholarship for graduating Garden Valley Collegiate students.

THE NEW AGE IN
HEARING CARE

COMING JULY 2022
helix

hearing care

BY LIFESTYLE HEARING CORPORATION

BOOK YOUR

FREE

HEARING
ASSESSMENT"

ASK US HOW YOU
CAN WALK OUT WITH
WONDERFUL SOUND

\

\

866-559-4528

Carman Active Living Centre ‘ Crocus Place
47 Ed Belfour Drive, Carman, MB 320 Main Street, Winkler, MB

*Free hearing assessments valid for those over 50. Not applicable on third party claims.
Other restrictions apply, please see clinic for details.

helixhearingcare.ca
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By Ashleigh Viveiros

The very first recipient of the Kait-
lyn Marie Reimer Scholarship has her
sights set on becoming a nurse.

Kristin Buhler was honoured at a
ceremony at the Katie’s Cottage re-
spite home last week.

She’s the first Garden Valley Col-
legiate graduate to be selected to re-
ceive a $2,000 scholarship from the
endowment fund that was created
last year at the Winkler Community
Foundation by Morden’s Kerry and
Darlene Pollack.

In her application, Buhler shared the
hospital experiences her family had
after her brother was in a car acci-
dent. She got to see firsthand the im-
pact nurses have on the lives of their
patients.

“My brother had a roommate that
was very young and he didn’t have
any parents there at all ... definitely
seeing how the nurses cared for my
brother and cared for that little boy, it
really touched my heart.”

Buhler will start her studies at the
University of Manitoba this fall. She
hopes to one day go into either pedi-
atric or neonatal nursing.

“I love kids, I adore them. I know
that experiences in the hospital are
awful, for kids especially. They're
terrified," Buhler said. "Anything I
can do to make their experience a
little bit more uplifting and happy is
something I definitely want to try to
achieve.”

Kerry Pollack said Buhler’s personal
essay really resonated with the appli-
cation committee.

“We felt Kristin best represented
Kaitlyn's memory,” he said.

The Pollacks created the scholarship
fund as a way to pay things forward
themselves while also honouring
Kaitlyn.

“It's important that other students
have that opportunity to carry for-
ward her dreams,” Pollack said, not-
ing he has no doubt Kaitlyn would
have pursued post-secondary educa-
tion herself.

This year marks the 10th anniversa-
ry of Kaitlyn's passing. She lost her
battle with cancer at the age of 15.

Before her death, she helped cre-
ate Katie Cares to reach out to kids
in hospital and help make their stay
there a little easier. The charity today

“IT'S IMPORTANT THAT
OTHER STUDENTS HAVE
THAT OPPORTUNITY TO
CARRY FORWARD HER
DREAMS."

distributes care bags and stuffed ani-
mals to child patients across southern
Manitoba and also operates the re-
spite home across the street from the
Boundary Trails Health Centre.

Kaitlyn’s mother, Ruth Reimer, ex-
ecutive director of Katie’s Cottage,
says Buhler’s desire to help parallels
Katie’s own passion for giving back.

“I think the line that sums it up for
me from the winning essay is: ‘I see
myself making a difference as a nurse
by comforting children and trying to
make their hospital stay less stressful.
Whether it’s sitting with them and
holding their hand or by telling them
a joke and making them smile.””

With the presentation of this first
annual scholarship, Reimer feels like
things have come full circle in a way.

“Now we're giving away a scholar-
ship to a deserving student like her-
self ... [Katie] would have gone on to
post-secondary, she would have been
that student that would have excelled
and wanted to learn more and be in
school ... it’s fitting.”

For her part, Buhler is honoured to
have been selected.

“It's all very overwhelming right
now. I'm super grateful for the op-
portunity, though,” she said. “This is
really exciting for me. I'm excited for
this new chapter in my life.”

She noted she finds Kaitlyn’s story
inspiring.

“Ilove how she just wanted to make
a difference, even though she was
going through some of the worst mo-
ments of her life.”

Anyone can make a donation to the
Kaitlyn Marie Reimer Scholarship
fund. As it grows, the interest it gen-
erates will allow larger scholarships
to be distributed each year.

For more information, head online
to winklercommunityfoundation.
com.

Get in touch with us
at 204-325-6888




Morden Paddlefest
on this weekend

Indigenous People’s Day festivities also
happening Saturday afternoon

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden Paddlefest returns this
weekend to Lake Minnewasta along
with an Indigenous People’s Day cel-
ebration.

Paddlefest had gone on four years
before being cancelled due to the pan-
demic for the last two, so organizers
are happy to be back with something
they feel had been gaining popularity.

“I think it had caught on ... there
had been lots of interest,” suggest-
ed Stephanie Dueck, recreation pro-
grammer for the City of Morden. “I

also just think people are looking for
things to do and are excited to be out
and about again.”

“We hope there will be a good re-
sponse, and we had a number of peo-
ple registered,” she said last week.
“We hope it also sparks interest in our
Morden Paddle Club operating out of
Lake Minnewasta. They have kayaks
and paddle boards to rent throughout
the season.”

Paddlefest takes place this Saturday,
June 18, from 10 a.m. to 2 p-m., pro-
viding an opportunity for people to
try out canoes, kayaks, and paddle-

/
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[1U investigating after man injured
in attempted traffic stop in Winkler

By Voice staff

Manitoba’s Independent Investiga-
tion Unit is looking into an incident
involving a Winkler police officer and
an injured suspect.

The IIU announced Monday that
it is investigating the circumstances
surrounding serious injuries being
sustained by a man following an at-
tempted traffic stop by a Winkler Po-
lice Service officer.

In a release, the IIU notes they were
contacted by the department on June
8 about an incident that took place
that evening.

The officer attempted to pull over
the operator of a dirt bike on a road-
way within town limits.

Police say the man fled and sub-
sequently struck a concrete curb, at

which time he lost control and was
ejected from the dirt bike, breaking
his wrist. The man was treated and
released from hospital.

As a broken wrist is defined as a se-
rious injury, the ITU is mandated to
investigate.

Witnesses or other individuals who
have information or video footage
that may assist this investigation are
asked to contact the IIU toll free at
1-844-667-6060.

In its weekly police report released
Monday afternoon, Winkler Police
noted that the driver of the dirt bike
was a 22-year-old Brandon man. He
is facing charges of dangerous oper-
ation of a motor vehicle, flight from
police, driving while prohibited, and
failing to comply with a release order.
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Paddleboards are a familiar sight on Lake Minnewasta. If you haven't had the
chance to try one out yet, Paddlefest this weekend is the perfect time.

boards for free.

The Manitoba Paddle Association
will be coming out with two dragon
boats as well along with 12 canoes, 10
kayaks, and 10 paddleboards.

There is no charge to use the equip-
ment, but you need to register in ad-
vance to guarantee that you can get
one of the 45-minute time slots.

New this year will be an official
dragon boat race. People are encour-
aged to sign up a team of 10 to com-
pete. There will be practise sessions
before the races, which will be sched-
uled throughout the day. The two
fastest teams will race in the final at
day's end.

“That should be kind of fun, raise
a little competitive spirit ... if the in-

Re-

terest is good, we might bring more
boats out,” said Dueck.

In addition to all the fun out on the

lake, beachside the city is hosting a
National Indigenous People’s Day
celebration the same day from 2-5
p.m.
A Swan Lake First Nation elder will
share a message shortly after 2 p.m.
followed by performances by pow-
wow dancer Kelly Chinchilla, youth
hoop dancer Riley Sandberg, and
band One Night Stand.

The celebration will also include
bannock and face painting.

Learn more about both Paddlefest
and National Indigenous People’s
Day online at www.mymorden.ca.
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WEEKLY NEWS

By Lorne Stelmach

Oksana Druchinin may have need-
ed to flee Ukraine to Canada, but she
is still playing a vital role in helping
people in her homeland.

Now based in B.C., Druchinin con-
tinues to her work with the Mennonite
Centre in Ukraine, an organization
that has been involved in providing
humanitarian aid for the past 25 years
in the area of the former Mennonite
colonies in Ukraine.

She is able to manage all donations
sent to the centre in Ukraine and re-
mains in regular contact with partner
agencies and staff at the centre in Mo-
lochansk, which is now in Russian oc-
cupied territory.

“I'm here and I'm safe ... but I feel
so much for those people who are left
behind. The only thing you can help
them with now is to just be there for
them,” said Druchinin, who spoke at
the Morden Mennonite Church last
Thursday as well as at churches in
Winkler Friday and Altona Saturday.
“It does feel meaningful. You feel like
you are doing something and you are
changing people’s lives.”

The organization has been able to
carry on with its mission, although
the circumstances have changed sig-
nificantly amidst the Russian inva-
sion.

The facility is supported by the Ca-
nadian-based Friends of the Men-
nonite Centre, and it is managing to
continue to operate in what is an old
school building in the former Menno-
nite village of Halbstadt.

The centre started in 2000 in re-
sponse to the needs especially in the
rural communities and particularly
Mennonite communities in Ukraine.
It distributes a range of humanitarian
aid to villagers in rural Ukraine.

One focus is on education assistance
such as helping schools with equip-
ment and providing post-secondary
scholarships, while a second empha-
sis is on medical assistance such as
providing support for specialized
treatment or equipment and supplies
for hospitals and clinics.

In addition, the centre supports

GET IN TOUCH WITH US

GENERAL INQUIRIES:
204-325-6888

ADVERTISING:

Gwen Dyck 204-823-0535
gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising Deadline: Monday at 4 p.m.

"WE NOW FEED ABOUT
1,000 PEOPLE WITH HOT
LUNCHES A WEEK ... IT
USED TO BE ABOUT 200."

church and community projects such
as summer camps for youth and dis-
abled, and there is also a twice week-
ly meal program with an emphasis on
support for local seniors.

“They saw the poverty and decid-
ed they wanted to do something for
these people. The primary direction
was just to help those who are in need
in any way they can,” said Druchinin,
who has been working for the centre
for 15 years.

“] started there as an accountant,
but then I was promoted and I took
on also management. Up until now,
I'm still doing the accounting and the
managing,” she said.

They have seen the need steadily
increase over time including in 2014
when they began providing assis-
tance for people impacted when Rus-
sia seized the Crimean region.

Then of course came the challenges
presented by COVID.

“It all stopped when the pandemic
came, and we had to restructure, and
for some time we were not even al-
lowed to function,” Druchinin said.
“Then we got together with the staff
and we decided we can’t leave these
people without help, so we would go
visit them in their homes and deliver
food to them.”

A key focus for them now is provid-
ing meals and food hampers to peo-
ple. Despite the circumstances of the
Russian invasion, the centre’s four or
five local staff have been able to carry
on in these efforts

Druchinin recalled what started as
a seniors tea program where they
would simply be given two pieces of
meat and a piece of cheese. That soon
expanded into a full meal program as

NEWS DESK:
Ashleigh Viveiros Editor

204-332-3456 news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Lorne Stelmach Reporter

204-823-2655 Istelmach@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Oksana Druchinin of the Mennonite
Centre in Ukraine spoke about the
work of the organization at events in
Winkler, Morden, and Altona last week.

well as food hampers.

“We now feed about 1,000 people
with hot lunches a week, and it used
to be about 200. And we have given
out about 5,000 food hampers,” she
estimated.

“We still have some suppliers who
are able to supply us with food. Basi-
cally our facility turned from a visit-
ing area into storage where our rooms
are full of food, and our staff are pack-
ing it into food hampers and giving it
out to people ... some people come at
three in the morning from other vil-
lages just to get a food hamper.

“We didn’t know whether we were
going to be able to function because
three days after the invasion our ter-
ritory was occupied,” said Druchi-
nin. “We were not certain if we were
able to send money from Canada to
Ukraine ... we thought how do we do

Continued on page 7
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Winkler grad parade takes place Monday, June 20

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Class of 2022 will be the first one in years
to get a normal graduation celebration, but one
popular event created in response to pandemic
restrictions is set to live on in Winkler.

The Garden Valley Collegiate and Northlands
Parkway Collegiate aftergrad committees have
decided to once again host a joint grad parade.

“We’ve heard so much from the communi-
ty around how they’ve loved the parade and
having it together with both schools,” said Val
Harder, NPC aftergrad chair. “So when we
were doing our plans, NPC and GVC, we had a
lot of conversation around how can we still do
something that’s together even though we're
both planning our own regular grad and after-
grad celebrations?

“We're looking at this as kind a kick-off for
the whole week,” she said, noting GVC’s grad-
uation ceremony takes place on Thursday, June
23 followed by NPC’s ceremony on Friday,
June 24.

The 2022 parade is scheduled for Monday,
June 20 starting at 7 p.m.

Graduates from both schools will gather at the
Meridian Exhibition Centre parking lot before

setting out on a route that will take them down
Park St., South Railway Ave., 8th St., Pembina
Avenue, 15th St.,, and Grandeur Ave., ending
up back at the MEC.

The parade has proven to be hugely popular
the past two years, with friends and family and
the community at large coming out to line the
streets and cheer the grads on.

“That first year, in 2020, we were still fairly
fresh into pandemic living and everybody was
just looking for a way to do something spe-
cial for our grads,” Harder recalled, noting the
classes of 2020 and 2021 both had to make do
with online ceremonies and scaled-back cele-
brations thanks to COVID-19. “So to have the
community come out the way that they did
both years ... we're just so thankful our com-
munity wants this to happen and comes out to
support the kids.”

It's amazing to see a new tradition rise out of
the challenges of the past few years, Harder re-
flected.

“It’s really cool to see how excited the kids are
about it—they’re already making plans to dec-
orate their rides, to get all dressed up.”

This year organizers are hoping to coordinate
school colours for each vehicle so people can

-

-
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clearly see from further away when a GVC Zodiac or NPC
Eagle is about to pass by.

Highway 75 fully reopens from Winnipeg to U.S. border

By Ty Dilello

Highway 75 has finally completely
reopened after being out of commis-
sion for the last month and a half.

The major roadway from Winnipeg
all the way to the Canada-U.S. border
opened to traffic once again last Mon-
day.

A ring dike closure on the north side
of Morris was the final stretch that

> UKRAINE, FROM PG. 6

fundraisers? And is there a point in
doing them if we will not be able to
send money.”

Thankfully, the centre has been
able to stay connected to its support-
ers around the world.

“The money we have sent over has
increased dramatically ... of course,
the need has also increased dramat-
ically,” noted Dave Regehr, vice-
chair of the Friends of the Menno-
nite Centre in Manitoba.

“We have spent as we never have
before,” Druchinin noted. “It used
to be that our budget was about
$350,000, $400,000 a year. Up un-
til now this year, we have already
spent $900,000.”

Given that, she knows it is im-
portant for her to continue to raise
awareness as well as funds for the

had remained cut off, as was a part of
Hwy. 23 west of Morris. Both routes
are now open.

“It's a big relief to us and a begin-
ning to a return to normal,” said RM
of Morris Reeve Ralph Groening last
week. “The condition of the highway
is a concern for some of the residents,
but it certainly expedites the flow of
traffic that has to come out of Rose-

centre.
“I just tell people what we are do-
ing, and I just want people to know

with their support what we can do

and how we can help,” she said. “I
see how far we have come ... we are
doing our best to help people sur-

vive.”

Anyone wanting to help can do-

nate by cheque to Friends of the

Mennonite Centre in Ukraine (FO-
MCU) ¢/ o George Dyck, 3675 N Ser-

vice Rd., Beamsville, ON, LOR 1B1,
by e-transfer to gtdyck@gmail.com

(make sure you include your mail-
ing address), or online at menno-

nitecentre.ca or helpforukraine.ca.

You can also call 204-327-5216
or email dhregehr@gmail.com for
more information.

nort and south to the American mar-
ket. Everyone now benefits from the
simplicity of the highway reopening
fully.”

Water damage has left the highway
in less-than-stellar condition and so
drivers are warned to drive carefully.

“The province ensured that the road,
when it reopened this week, that it
was as safe as possible for cars and
trucks driving on it,” Groening said.
“The province has also hired a com-
pany to do the basic repair work that
needs to be done to repair the flood
damage, and then there was also a
plan before the flood to improve and
repair the condition of the road ...
they will also get to that after the basic
repair work gets done.”

Groening notes that nearly every-
one has returned home out of the 150

residents that were forced to evacuate
from their homes due to the flood.

“We just have one family that was
the first to move out, and they have
not yet moved home, but that is very
close. And we hope to have them back
home real soon.”

With the waters having receded and
warm weather finally arriving, local
farmers are doing the best they can
to get on their fields before the crop
seeding deadline passes.

“We’ve been really challenged by
farmers to get the roads in shape so
they can move their equipment and
unplug culverts, so it’s really been a
race and continues to be,” Groening
noted. “We are working our hardest
with different contractors to open
drains and repair roads so that they
can do their job.”

-

The Voice welcomes letters from
readers on local and regional issues
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are unlikely
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful.

The Voice reserves the right to edit,
condense, or reject any submission.

Letter policy

~

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ification purposes. Your name and
city will be published with your
letter. We do not print anonymous
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.
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Steps for Pets
last week raised
over  $15,000
for the Pembina
Valley Humane
Society to cover
the costs of
veterinarian
treatment for
the animals
in its care. In
addition to the
walk, the day
also included a
series of agility
demonstrations
from Extreme
Dogs.

v

bFDC receives

By Lorne Stelmach

Significant federal funding will see
the Canadian Fossil Discovery Centre
introduce new and improved dig tour
programs and services next year.

The federal government last week
announced more than $10.8 million
to support Manitoba travel, tourism,
and recreation initiatives, and the
CFDC is among the beneficiaries with
$263,602 to market and launch new
palaeontological dig tours, build a
field station, and buy an excavator to
aid with its site work.

The federal funding is benefitting
39 projects across Manitoba’s tour-
ism, travel and recreation sector.
Other recipients in the wider region
include the Harvest Moon Society

with $27,910 to create ski and snow-
shoe trails for enhanced year-round
recreation and the RM of Lorne with
$44,625 to create an outdoor trail and
signage in Swan Lake.

“It is great news,” said Adolfo
Cuetara, executive director of the
CFDC. “It was a long process; for five
months, I was dealing with it ... but
finally we got it.”

Even better is the fact the CFDC is
receiving a number of grants to cov-
er the costs of around $331,000 with
Travel Manitoba tourism innovation
and recovery funding as well as a
Manitoba 150 grant and Signature
Museum funds that can be used for
marketing.

“The CFDC is not putting in a sin-
gle dollar for this project,” Cuetara

Steps for Pets raises $15K

By Lorne Stelmach

Organizers were very happy with
the response to the Steps for Pets
walkathon Saturday in Morden.

The fundraiser in support of the
Pembina Valley Humane Society re-
turned after being cancelled the last
two years due to the pandemic, and
any doubts about supporters return-
ing to the event were quickly erased.

“It exceeded our expectations,” said
Holly Thorne, PVHS public relations
rep. “We're still finalizing, but it’s safe
to say for sure that we have exceed-
ed our $15,000 goal with the support
of all of the people in the community,
and we couldn’t be happier.

“It was challenging to do an event
coming out of the pandemic,” she
noted. “We didn’t know what we

were getting ourselves into ... and we
didn’t know the support would come
out as well as it did.

"The amount of people who came
out and the amount of people who
still want to show their support to the
animals in our community is amaz-
ing. We couldn’t be more grateful.”

The funds raised by the walkathon
will help the regional animal shelter
provide veterinary care to the dogs
and cats in its care, ensuring they are
all spayed or neutered, vaccinated,
and tattooed before they find their
new homes.

This year’s event also featured an
agility demonstration by Extreme
Dogs along with a variety of pet re-
lated vendors as well as refreshments
and food.

/

\

said, noting the money allows them
to address something that has been
on their radar for some time now.
“The main program for the CFDC is
the dig tours ... but the dig tours were
not working properly for the last few
years for a few reasons.

“We were not really making money
with the dig tours. We were conduct-
ing the dig tours but not in the best
way,” he continued. “The intention
was to start from scratch and create it
as a real business with profit ... but it’s
also about the image that we project
of the centre.”

Cuetara sees this as allowing them
set it up a better dig tour program
with more complete service, as there
have until now been no amenities
available on site. That will change

funding\for field station build/

with the construction of the field sta-
tion.

“One half will be for storage of mate-
rials and tools, and the other half will
be for reception for people to have
lunch there,” Cuetara explained.
“There will be a small kitchen, and
the whole building will be equipped
with solar panels and a wind turbine,
so it will be autonomous.”

The facility will also be vital for re-
search students who come out to the
sites, and he noted such research will
continue this year while they prepare
to start up tours again next year.

“The plan this year is to find those
sites with good fossils and build the
field station, so the reopening of the

Continued on page 9
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Winkler Senior Centre's gym renos are complete

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Senior Centre is enjoy-
ing a spacious new gym now that ren-
ovations are complete.

The centre, located in the Buhler
Active Living Centre downtown, has
expanded its fitness room into space
formerly occupied by its gift shop.

The new gym is nearly double the
size of the old, leaving a lot more
breathing room between the exercise
machines and creating an overall
more inviting space.

It was a difficult decision to close
down the gift shop, said executive
director Nettie Dyck, but they feel it
was the right one.

“We saw the need for space in the
gym and so we kind of were trying
to figure out where we could open up
that space,” she said, explaining they
did a survey of their services and de-
termined the gym was seeing a great
deal more use by members than the
shop, which had struggled heavily in
recent years.

When the H. F. Wiebe Pharmacy,
also located in the BALC, expressed
an interest in carrying gift items, it
seemed the perfect solution.

“It was a win-win because the peo-
ple that enjoyed that service can still
get it and the people that needed
more space for the gym, we've got
that as well now,” Dyck said.

The gym generally sees between
250-300 uses a month, but WSC board
president Peter Wieler expects the

/

.
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The Winkler Senior Centre's gym is now twice the size it was before, taking over space formerly used by the gift shop.
Executive director Nettie Dyck and board chair Peter Wieler invite the community to come check it out.

“There are new people coming all
the time,” he said, noting he and his
wife are regular gym-goers and enjoy
the variety of machines and their ease
of use.

Many of the machines are tai-
lor-made for older adults, including
a treadmill that operates without a
motor—its motion is user-generated,
so there’s less chance of slipping and
falling.

“It makes it more senior-friendly,”
Dyck said, noting the device is their

new space will steadily draw even most recent addition, purchased
more people in.
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The gym's latest addition is a manual treadmill, which is a bit more user-friendly

for older people work out on.

thanks to grant funding. “We have
been very fortunate in that we have
received some very good government
grants for our equipment.”

They also have machines designed

to allow people with recent joint re-
placements to work out, Dyck contin-
ued, as well as “a series of strength
machines that one of our local phys-
iotherapists helped me pick out for
some of the most important areas to
target for seniors.

“The goal is to stay active,” noted

Wieler. “A lot of seniors, their doctors
tell them to keep moving—they can
come here and do that.”

The gym is open to the general pub-

> CFDC FUNDING, FROM PG. 8

dig tours will be in 2023.”

The CFDC funding is coming
through the Tourism Relief Fund,
which was launched in July 2021
to help organizations and business-
es in the tourism sector adapt their
operations to meet public health
requirements and offer new or en-
hanced products and services to
help the sector attract more domes-
tic and international visitors and
prepare for future growth.

The combined $10.8 million invest-
ment in Manitoba’s tourism, trav-
el and recreation sector will help
tourism operators and communities
welcome visitors and residents back
for new and upgraded experienc-
es across the province, said federal
representatives.

“Tourism is a critical industry for

lic, though WSC members receive a 50
per cent discount on their gym mem-
bership.

Annual and drop-in fee details are
available online at www.winklerse-
niorcentre.com/gym-workshop.
html#/ or by stopping by the senior
centre.

If you've never used gym equip-
ment before, Dyck, whose previous
career was as a fitness trainer, has got
you covered.

“I take them through an orientation
and make sure they’re familiar with
all of it,” she said.

The WSC gym is open Monday to
Friday from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Manitoba and through these invest-
ments, our government is helping
the travel, tourism, and recreation
providers create new—or enhance
existing—experiences, revitalizing
communities, and attract visitors,”
said Dan Vandal, Minister for Prai-
ries Economic Development Cana-
da. “Together, we are ready to wel-
come people from across Canada
and the world back to Manitoba.”

“QOver the last two years, our tour-
ism operators have demonstrated
a spirit of unbreakable persever-
ance and resilience,” noted Terry
Duguid, parliamentary secretary to
the minister of environment and cli-
mate change. “It is a pleasure to be
able to support them in their efforts
to showcase us among Canada’s top
destinations.”
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Celebrating Arbor Day
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Morden Park was the perfect setting for the city's Arbor Day celebration Sunday
afternoon. It was kicked off with a ceremonial tree planting that included Morden-
Winkler MLA Cameron Friesen and Mayor Brandon Burley (right). The festivities
also included a chance to take a ride high into the city's tree canopy in One
Two Tree Service's bucket truck (above), a wood carving demo by Barry Dueck
(above, right), a saw mill demonstration, and the opportunity to get advice on
tree pruning tips from certified arborists.

JUNE IS TURKEY MONTH

1 Boneless, Skinless Turkey Breast Preheat bbq to medium-high (375°F | 190°C).

I 1/2 tsp | 2.5 ml sea salt Mix salt, paprika, mustard and garlic & coat
1 tsp | 5 ml mild paprika turkey breast with rub. Grill over indirect
1/2 tsp | 2.5 ml mustard powder heat until fully cooked (170°F | 77°C), about

I 1/2 tsp | 2.5 ml dried roasted garlic 40 minutes. Let cool then cube. Grill bacon I

4 strips Applewood Smoked Turkey Bacon ~ over indirect heat for 5 minutes on each
I 2 tbsp | 30 ml fresh grated Parmesan cheese  side. Set aside to cool then slice. In a largel

3 cups | 750 ml romaine, chopped bowl, combine cooled turkey and all other
I 1/2 cup | 125 ml croutons ingredients excluding wraps. Divide into 4
3 tbsp | 45 ml Caesar salad dressing equal portions, wrap each in a wrap and serve.
I 1 tbsp | 15 ml fresh squeezed lemon juice I
1/4 tsp | 1.25 ml fresh ground pepper More BBQ Turkey RECiPBS at:

4 10” flour tortilla wraps

turkey.mb.ca |
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* Sweep All Lawn Sweeper
* Exmark Lawn Aerator

e Bandit Stump Grinder
e Lawn Edger

B84 3 1ast, Morden, Manitoba. (204) 331-6014

Located 3 miles east of Morden friesenrental.com
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CARCARE ©®¢

No Appointment Needed

OR

OFF

ANY FULL
SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

ANY SEMI-SYNTHETIC
OR CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE

EXPIRES July 31, 2022. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

How to maintain
an older vehicle

New cars have been costly for quite some time, but those costs have
spiked considerably since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.
That unprecedented rise has led many motorists to wonder how they
can get more mileage out of their existing vehicles.

According to data from Kelley Blue Book and Cox Automotive, the
average cost of a new car in September 2021 was just over $45,000.
That marked a $3,000 increase from June 2021 and a $5,000 increase
from the end of 2020.

Drivers who can’t afford to keep up with the rising cost of new vehi-
cles can take these steps to keep their existing cars running smoothly
for years to come.

« Take care of the timing belt. Engines may get all the glory, but they

1 mile West &
13/4 mile

South of Winkler,
Manitoba

Email us for friendly service!
chadsauto@sdnet.ca

Call us for an
appointment!

204-325-5223

UTO

cannot run smoothly without a fully functional timing
belt. Engines need various components to do their job,
and those components must do so at the right time for
the engine to run smoothly. Fully functional timing
belts help to synchronize movements, but belts must
be replaced every so often. Owner’s manuals may
note when to replace the timing belt, but they gene-
rally must be replaced every 60,000 to 105,000 miles.
That’s infrequent, but drivers can ask their mechanics
to keep an eye on their timing belts. One issue many
drivers encountered in the early months of the pande-
mic when people were driving less frequently was ti-
ming belts that were failing long before they reached
the projected mile markers. That’s because infrequent
driving can hasten the demise of the timing belt. This
is something for aging drivers who no longer drive a
lot to keep in mind.

« Take care of the brakes and associated components.
The experts at Popular Mechanics urge drivers of
older vehicles to replace their brake fluid every two
years. Popular Mechanics also advises drivers whose

autboworksinc.ca

ORKS¢

161 George Ave., Winkler

cars are more than seven years old to replace the rub-
ber brake lines when major brake work is required.

* Pay attention to oil levels. The older engines get, the
more oil they’re going to burn. So drivers of older
vehicles should check their oil levels more often than
they would if their vehicles were brand new. This also
is a great way to discover leaks before they lead to
potentially significant issues.

* Don’t skip maintenance appointments. Even if
you’re still driving less due to the pandemic, it’s best
not to skip recommended maintenance intervals.
That’s true for drivers of all cars, but especially those
whose vehicles are aging. Routine tune-ups and oil
changes, which may need to become more frequent
the older the vehicle gets, can keep cars running
smoothly and protect the engine over the long haul.
The rising cost of new cars is compelling millions of
drivers to keep their cars longer than they might have
anticipated. Some simple maintenance measures can
help those cars run strong for years to come.

utoWorks is proud to offer a variety of

services that make us your one-stop-shop

for all your automotive needs.
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Central Stn. on the move

An army of volunteers helped Winkler's Central Station Community Centre
make the move from its old location on Industrial Dr. across the street to newly
renovated space in 555 Main St. (Main St. Plaza) Programming was on hold last
Thursday and Friday for the big move, with the doors officially opening again on
Monday. Central Station's new home is not only much larger than the old but
designed to be a more accessible community hub, with lots of space for people to
gather and visit. It's also home to the Winkler and District Food Cupboard, which

now has the room to offer a more shopping-like experience for its clients.

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
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Burley joins Federation of Cdn. Municipalities board

By Lorne Stelmach

Morden Mayor Brandon Burley will be one of Manito-
ba’s five municipal leaders to represent the province at the
national level.

Burley was recently appointed to serve a one-year term
as a director for Manitoba on the board of Federation of
Canadian Municipalities (FCM).

“To be able to advocate and have a local voice in there I
think is going to be a good opportunity,” Burley said last
week after receiving the appointment the previous week
at the FCM meeting in Regina. “We’'ve got to make sure
they know that we're in the room and that we’re being
heard.”

Manitoba has five seats on the 72 member FCM board.
Two of those five seats are always the chair of the Associa-
tion of Manitoba Municipalities (AMM) and a council rep
from Winnipeg; the other three are elected from among all

" T SMART Recovery®

Self-Management and Recovery Training
www.smartrecovery.org
Check website for meeting info and times
Email: smartmorden@gmail.com

Life beyond addiction

other municipalities.

There is no financial cost to Morden,
Burley noted, as the AMM covers all
expenses.

“The reason they do is to ensure that
small communities that might not be
able to carry the costs of hotels and
travel can still be represented at the
table.”

The FCM advocates federally on is-
sues affecting municipalities across
Canada like housing, community
safety, inflation, equity and so many
more, said Burley, who also recog-
nized the challenges faced in Morden
are not unlike those faced by commu-
nities across Canada.

“One thing you find at this level is
the more you think that you're differ-
ent, the more you realize you're like
so many other communities, all striv-
ing for the same things. We all have
the same challenges,” he said. “So

Devotion

If you do not know
Jesus before you die,
Heaven will not be
your home.

there’s a good opportunity here to have our voice heard
and not just on behalf of Morden but all 137 municipalities
in Manitoba.”

Burley said he welcomed the opportunity as he feels the
FCM has played a vital role in getting the attention of the
federal government.

“It was something I became interested in a couple years
ago, as I saw a substantial amount of municipal funding
flowing through that organization and in particular ‘green’
municipal funding,” he said.

“As well, I was seeing the impact of the FCM on the fed-
eral dialogue and discourse around municipalities and
their relationship with the federal government,” he con-
tinued. “Our relationship with the federal government
otherwise is through the province ... so the FCM is really
the sole point of contact for municipalities across Canada.

“I've seen the FCM do have the ear of the federal gov-
ernment. They represent about 2,000 municipalities across
Canada, so for the priorities that we have as municipali-
ties, to have that direct point of contact with the federal
government is invaluable,” said Burley. “In particular, we
talk about financial concerns and matters of infrastructure
investment ... to be able to have them understand what
our priorities are is important.

“My priorities right now are things like dependable, pre-
dictable infrastructure investment, policing and commu-
nity safety, green investment,” he concluded. “We need to
have full partnership at the table when it comes to levels
of government and decisions that affect municipalities di-
rectly.”
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A blast from -
the past

The Montcalm Heritage Festival,
a two-day event -celebrating
culture and tradition, was held
last weekend in St. Joseph. The
festivities began with a pancake
breakfast on Saturday morning
which was followed by a parade,
family activities, entertainment,
food, a beer garden, and heritage
demonstrations.

~

N
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> PEMBINA VALLEY PRIDE, FROM PC. 2

Pembina Valley Pride
chairperson  Kathryn
Basso added, “To look
out and see so many
people from so many
different walks of life
coming together to cel-
ebrate themselves and
each other was over-
whelming in the best
possible way.

“] saw so many peo-
ple working to keep
others safe in so many
different ways—some-
times obvious, and
sometimes in ways no-
body would notice. You
take care of each other,”
Basso said. “You are
all amazing, and I am
so grateful for every
one of you for showing
up and showing your
pride —not just today,
but every single day.”

Altona’s L] Barquilla,
who identifies as trans-

gender, was one of the speakers
at the event. In their speech, they
challenged local businesses to
make small changes to make the
Rainbow community feel at home,
such as providing inclusive bath-
room facilities.

“Thank you all for standing up
and being here today,” Barquilla
said. “Let us be like dandelions
who thrive in optimal conditions
and survive in extreme ones. Even
if we are pulled out, intentionally
or not, we still survive and thrive.”
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Hundreds of people took part in the Pembina Valley Pride parade June 11.

Congratulate our Graduates and send
your heartiest wishes for a great future ahead!

Booking Deadline June 16

Publishing July 7

| 7 Altona @ Rbineland

Contact Gwen Dyck 204-823-0535
gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Altona's Karen Braun is a top Alzheimer Soc. fundraiser

By Ty Dilello

Manitoba’s top individual fundraiser for the Al-
zheimer’s Society of Manitoba over the last sever-
al years is none other than Altona’s Karen Braun.

Braun has been the province’s top individual
fundraiser for many years in a row now, from
2013-2019. It's unclear who claimed the honour
during the 2020 and 2021 walks, held virtually
due to the pandemic.

“In 2017, I was the walk marshall at the Winni-
peg walk. Team Altona and my entire family were
there with me for that walk. That was exciting!”
recalled Braun. “In 2018, I was presented with a
special award from the Alzheimer Society at our
Altona walk. It was the Outstanding Volunteer
Fundraiser for the Alzheimer Society of Manito-
ba.”

For this year’s Walk for Alzheimer’s, Braun was
unable to attend the in-person trek in Winnipeg
May 28 and so instead took a stroll around her
neighbourhood with her two-and-a-half-year-old
granddaughter Arlee in tow.

Braun has already raised over $8,000 in pledges
for 2022, which, looking at the online donation
pages, puts her in the running to clinch the top
individual fundraising honour once again.

Braun has been involved with the Alzheimer’s
Society for roughly 30 years now.

“Volunteering, walking, and fundraising for the
Alzheimer Society became important and an inter-

est to me after my grandmother, Susanna Friesen,
passed away in 1989,” she shared. “She was my
first exposure and awareness of dementia/Al-
zheimer’s disease.

“The very first Walk ever held in Winkler, pos-
sibly around 1993, I walked in it with my mother
and my son. We were walking in memory of my
grandmother. Well, that started something. Lit-
tle did we know that in 2005, my father, Abe N.
Wiebe, would start showing the signs of demen-
tia/ Alzheimer’s. He was diagnosed in 2007 with
vascular dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. He
passed away at Eastview Place in August 2011.”

By 1996, the first Memory Walk was organized
in Altona. It was eventually moved to Eastview
Place.

“This was a great opportunity to involve grade
three students from the area and the residents
at Eastview Place,” noted Braun. “It was a great
multi-generational event. This event was the top
Community Walk in Manitoba for many years.”

Braun hopes that full community walks will be
brought back to rural Manitoba for 2023 as CO-
VID-19 hopefully continues to fade away.

Her goal through all this fundraising is to see
the stigma around Alzheimer’s disease/dementia
end.

“We're all in this together, and families need each
other to help them with the Alzheimer’s journey,"
Braun said. "We as a family talked very openly
about our father having vascular dementia and
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Altona's Karen Braun has been a strong supporter of
the Alzheimer Society of Manitoba for years, often
raising the most money of any individual for its annual
walks. This year she raised over $8,000.

Alzheimer’s disease. We didn’t feel it was something
‘to hide.” Talking to others and raising awareness is
the only way we are going to end the stigma.”

If you would like to learn more about Alzheimer’s or
support the society’s work, head to alzheimer.mb.ca/.

Teen caught going nearly twice the speed limit on PR 201

Altona Police are appealing to driv-
ers to slow down on local highways

A17-year-old driver is facing fines of
$1,268 for speeding and $672 for driv-
ing carelessly after being pulled over
by police just outside town recently.
They also received a Serious Offence
Notice for a licence review with Mani-

“While on route back from Plum
Coulee, approximately two miles
east of Altona on Provincial Road
201, police observed an oncoming car
that appeared to be travelling at a re-

Ve ™ BYTy Dilello
and streets.
toba Public Insurance.
- )
ALTONA POLICE PHOTO

Altona Police clocked a 17-year-old going 193 km/hr in a 100 km zone just outside

town recently.

markably high rate of speed for the
roadway,” says Chief Perry Batchelor.
“The marked police vehicle’s radar

Vozce

Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca
Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

depicted a consistent reading of 193
km/h despite the highway having a
posted maximum speed limit of 100
km/h.”

After being pulled over, the driver
told police he had gone into town to
run an errand. He further explained
to officers that he had just completed
passing other slower-travelling vehi-
cles, and when he realized the speed
he was going, he felt terrified.

To date, several tickets have been
issued this year under the Manitoba
Highway Traffic Act as speeding con-
tinues to be a problem around Altona
and in the RM of Rhineland.

Police say they’ve also seen many
people operating their motor vehicle
without them being registered or be-
ing operated by persons not holding a
valid driver’s licence.

The department urges motorists to
slow down and obey all the rules of
the road to have a safe and incident-
free summer.



arts

'All Water Flows to the Sea'

PHAC hosting whale
watercolour exhibit

By Lorne Stelmach

Désirée Penner hopes viewers not
only appreciate her art but also the
message behind it.

Her exhibition on this month 