
Phil’s Fine Foods: 34-2nd Ave., Austin, MB 204-637-2561
Norfolk Lumber: 33 Townley St., Austin MB 204-637-2162
Manitoba Agricultural Museum At The Mobile Stage Co. 
Kiosk, July 27 - 30th

Tickets available online at Eventbrite:
http://bit.ly/RosemarySiemens-July30
More Info: Ed Heppner (204) 797-1230
Kelvin Bueckert (204) 385-3232
Paul Hoeppner (204) 872-2737

Grandstand Rodeo Grounds
Threshermen’s Reunion & Stampede
Manitoba Agricultural Museum
Hwy 34 - 2 miles south of Austin, Manitoba

Featuring:
Grammy Nominated musician from 

Nashville, Tennessee
Kristen Bearfield

2019
COUNTRY SONG 

OF THE YEAR

2018
COUNTRY / GOSPEL 

ALBUM OF THE YEAR

Get tickets at: 

TICKET PRICE
Adult Concert Ticket: $35

- Includes Sunday admission to Museum Grounds
*6 to 12 years Concert FREE ($10 Sunday admission to Museum)
*5 and under Concert FREE (FREE Sunday admission to Museum)

At Austin, MB

r e a l  e s t a t e  l t d .

204-324-8348

65 MARTIN 
CRESCENT SW, ALTONA

BED: 5   BATH: 3  SQFT: 3947
Open concept, 9 Foot ceilings,
 Double lot, Geothermal system

$650,000
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Kicking off the summerKicking off the summer

Michelle Doerksen and her 94-year-old mother Michelle Doerksen and her 94-year-old mother 

Jean Tarnick had a thrilling ride at the Downtown Jean Tarnick had a thrilling ride at the Downtown 

Summer Kick-Off  in Altona July 8. This was Tarnick's Summer Kick-Off  in Altona July 8. This was Tarnick's 

fi rst time on a Ferris wheel in 45 years and her fi rst time on a Ferris wheel in 45 years and her 

granddaughter, Stephanie Doerksen, shared that granddaughter, Stephanie Doerksen, shared that 

she "had an absolute blast!” For more kickoff  she "had an absolute blast!” For more kickoff  

photos, see Pg. 12.photos, see Pg. 12.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO BY SUPPLIED PHOTO BY 
STEPHANIE DOERKSENSTEPHANIE DOERKSEN
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Join us for a fun filled weekend at the Gretna Hot Spot Festival
July 14 & 15 2023

Friday July 14:
Amazing Race 6:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Line Dancing Peg Peters 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Music/Dance under the tent 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Saturday July 15:
Pancake Breakfast 8:00 am -9:30 am

Raffle 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Parade 9:45 am

Canteen 10:30 am - 10:00 pm
Kiddie Carnival  10:30 am - Noon

Inflatables 10:30 am - 1:30 pm
Dunk tank 10:30 am - 1:30 pm

Petting Zoo 10:30 am - 2:30 pm
Foam Party 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Bingo 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Supper under the tent 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm

Entertainment 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Corny Rempel as Johnny Cash & Elvis

Fireworks at Sunset

The herbicide active ingredients to be used include:

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Conservation and Climate 

1007 Century Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3H 0W4 

Sunburst art lights up gardens
By Lori Penner

If you need a little more sunshine 
in your life, head over to the Altona 
Community Garden, where a big, co-
lourful sunburst will greet you when 
you arrive.

The art piece is featured on the west-
facing wall of the pavilion and was 
designed and created by James Fri-
esen of Tinker Creek Construction.  

“He had this in mind right from the 
beginning before he even put up the 
timber frames of the pavilion. It was 
in the original design,” says Commu-
nity Garden Task Force member Jack 
Heppner. “He put the fi nal touches on 
it last week.

“It’s on a timer, with a spotlight 
shining on it from dusk until dawn,”  
he says. “It looks really great at night, 
and looks like the sun rising over the 
hills, with a variety of colours match-

ing the pavilion itself. The top layer is 
yellow sunbeams coming up over the 
horizon.”

Heppner says all but one of the 140 
plots are fi lled this year, with 96 fami-
lies happily growing their produce. 

“We increased by 30 plots this year. 
The gardeners are doing a great job 
keeping their plots clean. We really 
could use some rain, but there is wa-
ter available at the site.”

The pavilion area itself is nearly 
complete. The timber shelter provides 
a place to sit and visit. There are two 
accessible washrooms, and the paved 
walkway will be complete this sum-
mer. 

Heppner says anyone can come by 
and use the pavilion, whether you’re 
a gardener or not.

“Anybody can sit here and enjoy it. 
We’re getting lots of local and out of 
town visitors just coming around to 

check it out. There’s a big sand box 
for kids, and a lot of moms just come 
here to watch their kids play. The pa-
vilion has become yet another one of 
Altona’s attractions.”

Heppner adds that they are plan-
ning a grand opening for the pavilion 
on Saturday, Sept. 9 at 11 a.m.

“There will be hot dogs and drinks 
provided by Co-op and a local band 
called Alterlimitz will be perform-
ing for guests,” he says, noting all are 
welcome. “We want to celebrate the 
completion of this beautiful place in 
Altona.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
James Friesen created this sunburst piece of artwork at the Altona Community 

Garden pavilion. 
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WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

GREAT BOOTS!! GREAT PRICES!! RODEO TIME!!!

WESTERN WEAR FOR
THE WHOLE FAMILY!!

BOOTS 25 % OFF

HATS 20% OFF

WESTERN PURSES
WALLETS BELTS &
DUSTER 20% OFF

SANDALS 25% OFF
GROVE STEP!!

$99.99

CHERYL DEMARCKE
REALTOR

www.cheryldemarcke.com
204.996..6600204.996.6600

Award Winning Results in the Pembina & Red River Valleys

Exclusive
Listing

12 Suite Apartment Block For Sale- Emerson Manitoba

Altona Elks donate $2,000 to Katie Cares
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Members of the Altona Elks headed 
to Morden-Winkler last week to pay a 
visit to Katie’s Cottage.

Elks Sharon Makara, Candy Neusta-
der, Lloyd Schroeder, Chris Klassen, 
and Guy Mullen stopped by the re-
spite home, located a stone’s throw 
from the Boundary Trails Health Cen-
tre, to present Ruth Reimer of Katie 
Cares with a sizeable donation.

“We donated $2,000 to Katie Cares 
for their little Beanie Babies because 
we want to do something for the kids 
that are going to the hospital,” ex-
plained Mullen, noting that going to 
the hospital for any reason—whether 
it’s an emergency or a simple blood 
test—can be scary for a kid, so getting 
a furry friend to hug can help make 
things a little easier.

Katie Cares distributes thousands of 
free Beanie Babies every year to child 
patients at BTHC, Altona Community 
Memorial Hospital, and the hospitals 

in Carman, Portage la Prairie, and La 
Salle. Winkler Dental Clinic also re-
cently got involved with the program.

“It’s a wonderful idea,” Mullen said, 
noting this is the Elks’ second dona-
tion to Katie Cares in recent years, 
but it won’t be their last.  “They are 
an amazing group ... from now on, 
we are going to be donating to Ka-
tie’s Cares because it’s what we do: 
[help] children. That’s all we work 
with is children. So we would love to 
be working with Katie’s Cares to help 
the children in the area.”

Reimer says the $2,000 will go to 
purchase 1,000 Beanie Babies to be 
distributed at the Altona hospital.

“It doesn’t matter where I go, some-
body will come up to me and say, 
‘You know, our daughter, our son, 
our baby got one of these little things, 
little Beanies.,’” she says. “It’s just 
seems like such a small thing, but ... 
these furry little friends come into 
their lives and they wipe away a tear 

and a smile appears on their faces. It’s 
beautiful to hear the stories.”

The initiative is at the very heart of 
Katie Cares. It all started when Re-
imer’s late daughter, Kaitlyn, gave 
comfort to a fellow patient in the hos-
pital by giving them a teddy bear.

“That was her fi rst project when she 
was in the hospital,” Reimer shares. 
“She was able to give a little girl that 
was so badly beaten, she gave that gift 
to that child. And it has not been for-
gotten. This is something that is im-
portant to us and I never want to stop 
giving that to the kids.”

The Altona Elks currently have a 
couple dozen members and they’re 
always looking for more. The club has 
been in operation since 1960.

“With each member we have, we 
grow stronger and we get better 
ideas,” Mullin says. 

One of the ways the club raises 
funds for the programs and projects 
it supports is through a weekly Chase 
the Ace game at the Altona Hotel.

You can fi nd and connect with the 
Altona Elks through Facebook or at 
altonaelks.wordpress.com.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Altona Elk members Lloyd Schroeder, Guy Mullen, Sharon Makara, and Candy 

Neustader with Charley the Elk and Katie Cares' Ruth Reimer (front, centre) at 

Katie's Cottage last week. The Elks donated $2,000 to the Beanie Baby program.
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260 MAIN ST. N. CARMAN  204.745.3400

WESTERN & WORK WEAR
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260 MAIN ST. N. CARMAN   204.745.3400

Hours: Tuesday to Friday 2:00-6:00. 
Saturdays 10:00-3:00

Please call or e-mail for parts / service info.
Tel. 204-324-6676    Cell. 204-304- 0316

E-mail: info@backalleycycle.ca

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Forty-nine tractors set out from Winkler Saturday morning in the annual Eden 

Foundation Visit the Villages Tractor Trek. Donations were still being tallied at 

press time, but organizers expect with this year's amount the event will reach $1 

million raised over the past 16 years.

Tractor Trek expected to reach $1M milestone for Eden

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Forty-nine vintage tractors hit the 
road Saturday in support of Eden 
Foundation and mental health pro-
gramming.

The foundation’s 16th annual Visit 
the Village Tractor Trek set out from 
Winkler that morning with partici-
pants parading through town in the 
fi rst leg of a 46 km route that took 
them through Reinfeld, Blumengart 

Hutterite Colony, Gnadenthal, and 
Neuenberg.

“It was an extremely enjoyable day 
with lots of smiles and just a positive 
vibe, a positive attitude from all of 
the trekkers,” said Jayme Giesbrecht, 
Eden Foundation director of devel-
opment. “It was a great success in so 
many ways.”

While the fi nal tally of donations 
collected wasn’t expected to be avail-
able until later this week, Giesbrecht 

is confi dent the event—which last 
year raised over $92,000—has hit a 
milestone.

“It’s a signifi cant year as this is the 
year that we surpass the $1 million 
mark for the event in its totality,” she 
says, sharing that the funds go to sup-
port Eden’s myriad of programs in the 
communities it serves across south-
ern Manitoba. “It all goes towards 
housing, employment services, and 
counselling programming, as well as 
to [projects at] the mental health care 
centre.

“I’m just so grateful for everyone 
involved,” she adds. “To see the com-
munity support as we started and 
ended in Winkler, to see people come 
out in the villages to watch the trac-
tors go by, and for our local business 
sponsors to make sure that we have 
the overhead funding so that all of 

the donors’ money can go directly 
towards the cause is so valuable and 
important. It’s a long day, but it’s so 
fulfi lling.”

The Tractor Trek got its start back in 
2007 as a special event to mark Eden’s 
40th anniversary. That fi rst year saw, 
fi ttingly, 40 tractors travel 40 kilome-
tres and exceed the $40,000 fundrais-
ing goal by over $11,000.

To see the trek reach $1 million is 
amazing, notes event founder Armin 
Ens, who has been the lead tractor 
driver for years.

“The fact that we’ve reached this 
milestone signifi es that this is a very 
important and signifi cant cause,” he 
says. “We live in an incredibly gener-
ous community, and we have a very 
gracious God who has allowed all of 
this to happen.”
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Central Station receives 'Spruce Up' grant 
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Central Station’s outdoor seating 
area is getting a face-lift thanks to 
funding from Red River Mutual.

The insurance agency last week an-
nounced the Winkler community cen-
tre as one of 10 recipients of this year’s 
Spruce Up Your Story funding, which 
totals over $150,000 for projects across 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

Central Station received nearly 
$15,000 to transform the space by its 
front entrance into a more welcoming 
community gathering hub.

“We are super excited. We have 
plans to do a bit of a timber frame 
roof with some sails over it to create a 
kind of an awning to get some shade 
in the picnic area in the front of our 
building,” explains executive director 
Bev Wiebe. “Our building is very in-
dustrial, so it will be nice to add some 
character into there. 

“It’ll add some life to it and create 
a community space people can use ... 
we’re right on Main St., so we want 
it to look appealing and welcoming.”

The grant will cover the full costs of 
the project, which is expected to get 
underway soon.

“We have two builders that are go-
ing to start working on it in the next 
couple of weeks,” Wiebe says. “It 
sounds like hopefully it won’t take 

them too long.”
The Spruce Up Your Story campaign 

received a total of 317 submissions 
this year.

“We’re thrilled to see the enthusi-
astic response this initiative is still 
getting in its fourth year. There were 
many worthwhile submissions and 
it was hard to pick just 10 recipients. 
We’re excited to see the impact these 
projects will have in their commu-
nities,” says Red River Mutual CEO 
Brenda Gibson. “We’re committed to 
helping make a positive impact in the 
communities and neighbourhoods 
we do business in. Learning about 
our communities' needs and building 
connections with them is something 
we look forward to, and we’re grate-
ful to be a part of their stories.”

Since 2020, the campaign has pro-
vided over $500,000 to support com-
munity projects in Manitoba and Sas-
katchewan. 

The submitted renovation or beauti-
fi cation projects are evaluated based 
on community use and signifi cance, 
their commitment to sustainability, 
opportunities for volunteerism, and 
connections to a local insurance bro-
kerage

Other winning Manitoba projects 
this year include those in Winnipeg, 
Forrest, Argyle, and Virden.

"We can all do our part"
By Lorne Stelmach

The region may now be two years 
removed from extreme drought, but 
Morden and Winkler leaders were 
recently reminding residents to con-
tinue to have water conservation in 
mind.

The cautions came in the midst of the 
season being a peak time in terms of 
water usage and with the City of Mor-
den especially warning that its water 
treatment plant was being pressed to 
near capacity.

It’s about helping ensure a sustain-
able future for water while the city 
continues to pursue short and long 
term options, stressed Nancy Penner, 
who chairs the drought committee for 
Morden city council.

“We can all do our part just to be 
more aware of  how much water we 
are using,” she said.

“I think we are above normal as far 
as the Canadian average per person 
per litre per day consumers of water, 
so I think that is something that we 

have to be aware of,” Penner contin-
ued. “We’re not at the low end of the 
scale, so I think we have room to be 
more water conscious with our con-
sumption.”

“We’re not mandating to conserve 
but we’re always asking everybody 
to conserve water,” said Travis Duff , 
water services supervisor for the City 
of Winkler.

“Water usage goes up considerably, 
usually in mid-May and June ... so it’s 
just a reminder to everybody that wa-
ter consumption goes up in summer 
time and that water conservation is 
always a good idea.”

The City of Winkler shares week-
ly “Water Wednesdays” posts on its 
Facebook page to keep residents up to 
date on water usage.  Last week, for 
example, had consumption at 77 per 
cent of production capacity, which 
was rated as just barely down in the 
green or normal zone.

“I think the residents of Winkler are 
outstanding. Our water usage for the 
city is in the range of 130 to 140 litres 

per person per day, which is quite 
phenomenal when you look at the av-
erage water usage,” Duff  said, noting 
the Canadian average is 215 litres per 
person.

“By no means are we concerned that 
we don’t have enough production or 
that we can’t treat enough water or 
that we can’t get enough water from 
Pembina Valley Water Co-op. All of 
those things are fi ne,” he said. But 
they do want to keep residents aware 
of what's happening. “We work and 
communicate almost daily on what 
our plants are doing  ... do we have 
any concerns or is it business as usu-
al?”

In Morden, Penner recalled how the 
need for conservation became vital 
during the drought of 2021. She feels 
residents continue to be mindful of 
how much water they're using.

“Everybody stepped up and showed 
that we could do it ... there’s lots of lit-
tle things that we can all do.”

The city had noted recently that the 
water plant was running at 43 litres 

could consider options like people 
only being allowed to water even or 
odd days, Penner said.

“We’re not there yet,” she stressed. 
“I’m not sure that we’re even back 
to having that bowl in the sink every 
time you rinse something, but it’s just 
always being aware of water conser-
vation.

“Even with the Pembina Valley Wa-
ter Co-op, I think they’re at their peak 
water usage right now as well,” she 
said. “So I think we always have to 
create that awareness."

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Leaders in Morden and Winkler are 

asking residents to do their part to 

conserve water this summer.

Morden-Winkler leaders urge residents to be water conscious

per second, which was getting close 
to its maximum capacity of 45 litres 
per second. 

If circumstances warranted, they Continued on page 10
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O
ver the years, par-
ticularly when we 
approach municipal 
and provincial elec-
tions, the calls for 

dramatically increased spend-
ing on social infrastructure in 
Winnipeg get louder.

Honestly, who can blame people? 
The evidence of need for a massive-
ly expanded inventory of safe, acces-
sible, aff ordable housing is obvious. 
There are clear signs that we need 
more shelter beds, addictions care, 
safe injection sites, transitional hous-
ing, and more throughout the city. 

One fact that is often not talked 
about loudly enough is that a large 
number of people utilizing social in-
frastructure come 
from outside of 
Winnipeg. In fact, 
according to the 
Winnipeg Street 
Census 2022, more 
than 40 communi-
ties are represent-
ed amongst Win-
nipeg’s homeless 
population, most 
from Manitoba, and 
a disproportionately large percentage 
are Indigenous (68.2 per cent). 

“While cultural norms within In-
digenous cultures include such sup-
ports as extended kin networks, 
widespread poverty and lack of ad-
equate aff ordable housing mean that 
too often, families lack the resources 
to assist with the transition of family 
members from home communities to 
Winnipeg,” the census noted.   
When it comes to Winnipeg’s social 

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. The 
Voice received fi nancial support from the 
Government of Canada in 2021.
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Help at home

By Peter 
Cantelon

The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful.

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 

condense, or reject any submission.
Please include your full name, ad-

dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published. We do not 
print anonymous letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

infrastructure needs, we have a sort 
of chicken and egg scenario. Which 
came fi rst? The social infrastructure 
or the need for social infrastructure? 
Of course, complex issues such as 
homelessness and social need can-
not be boiled down to such simplistic 
questions, but you get the point. How 
many people utilizing the infrastruc-
ture have come to Winnipeg because 
they lacked supports in their home 
communities?

Often people move “to the city” be-
cause of the allure of urban density 
and opportunity. But how many peo-
ple are leaving the support network 
of family, friends, and community for 
Winnipeg simply because they lack 
the social infrastructure supports lo-
cally and feel they have no other op-
tion?

In the Pembina Valley communities 
of Morden (where I live), Winkler, 
and the surrounding municipalities, 
there is a population of about 40,000 
people and little in the way of tran-
sitional housing (Genesis House does 
have one three-bedroom unit for the 
victims of domestic violence). That 
means a youth aging out of care in the 
region or a woman leaving the shelter 
must move to a city like Winnipeg for 
support or, in the case of many wom-
en, potentially be forced back into an 

abusive circumstance. 
I have had numerous conversations 

with community support workers, 
politicians, and others about the pos-
sibility of distributing social infra-
structure throughout rural and north-
ern Manitoba with varying levels of 
receptiveness. 

Community support workers read-
ily agree that if the infrastructure 
necessary existed locally in outside 
communities many people would re-
main near home rather than going to 
Winnipeg. With the added support of 
familiarity, family and friends, people 
have a higher likelihood of overcom-
ing barriers they may be struggling 
with as well.

Still, there is hesitancy to talk about 
the possibility of distributing social 
infrastructure outside of Winnipeg, 
particularly amongst local politicians, 
for fear it would mean reduced and/
or redirected funding. But isn’t this 
the point?

And let’s be honest: most rural 
communities and councils are not 
clamoring for provincial and federal 
assistance to grow and build social 
infrastructure. If certain people go to 
Winnipeg instead of remaining, our 
local leadership isn’t exactly fi ghting 

Continued on page 7
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JANITORIAL TENDER
Access Credit Union Plum Coulee requires the services of a con-
tractor to provide daily general cleaning duties for the interior 
and exterior of the building.

Tender information can be obtained by emailing 
Vickie.Addison@accesscu.ca.

Tenders, accompanied by a minimum of two references, 
 must be received on or before July 19, 2023, before 4:30 pm.

TENDERS MAY BE DELIVERED, MAILED OR EMAILED TO:

 Access Credit Union
 PTH #14 Unit 2 - 23111 Stanley Business Centre
 Winkler, MB R6W 4B4
       EMAIL: Vickie.Addison@accesscu.ca

to get them back.
If greater funding of rural and north-

ern infrastructure reduces the strain 
and need in Winnipeg and allows 
people the choice of remaining close 
to family, friends, and community, 
shouldn’t this at least be considered 
and pursued?

I think about this a lot because I 
run a non-profi t in Winnipeg called 
The Jubilee Fund and while we have 
a provincial mandate to assist with 

poverty reduction initiatives, most 
of the work we have done has been 
within Winnipeg.

It’s time for funding bodies to start 
seriously considering increasing (and 
in some instances starting) funding to 
social infrastructure in northern and 
rural Manitoba communities to allow 
people the dignity of choice – to re-
main in the communities the grew up 
in, close to family and friends, or to 
head to Winnipeg if they want. 

 >  CANTELON, FROM PG. 6

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS
This letter is about the state of health 

care in our area. 
We created seven questions to help 

us understand what is happening in 
our local Altona Memorial Hospital 
and apparently throughout our pro-
vincial and federal health care system, 
and sent them to Southern Health, 
our MLA, our Minister of Health, 
and the Altona Memorial Hospital 
lead. We believed that having actual 
data would help us dialogue better 
with health care representatives and 
understand the situation better. We 
asked:

"Regarding our Altona Hospital,
1. What is the full equivalent num-

ber of nurses and doctors currently at 
the hospital site? 

2. What is the full time equivalent 
of paramedics and ambulances that 
work out of our hospital in Altona?

3. Is stretcher service still available 
for stabilized patients to free up am-

bulances?
4. What would the full equivalent 

doctors/nurses staffi  ng need to be at 
in order for the community to notice a 
major improvement in services?

5. If a stretcher service is no longer 
available at our hospital, how could it 
be instituted?

6. What would be the ideal full 
equivalent of paramedics and ambu-
lances needed to meet our communi-
ties’ demands?

7. Any other factors I am missing be-
sides suffi  cient support staff ?”

At the time of this letter, we have re-
ceived no response.

Hearing from hospital doctors, nurs-
es, and support staff , we’ve learned 
that the responses they receive from 
their managers when voicing their 
concerns all have a common thread: 

“We appreciate you contacting us.”
“Thanks for taking the time to let us 

know of your concerns.” 
“We are working on it.” 

Our impression is that construc-
tive communication lines and col-
laborative problem-solving are bro-
ken and or nonexistent. 

Staff  venting is drastically re-
duced when staff  feel and see their 
concerns being acknowledged by 
management and that they are in-
cluded in fi nding more eff ective 
ways, including process updates 
with meaningful feedback from 
hospital staff .

Often a manager’s strategy 
throughout this healthcare issue 
is listening to their staff  concerns 
and doing nothing about it. Sadly 
that is when staff  turns to venting 
among themselves, leading to a 
toxic workplace, and then to friends 
and community, creating a sinkhole 
where issues aren’t raised through 
the proper lines of communication. 
Now you not only need to resolve 

the original issue but have to some-
how rebuild a positive work envi-
ronment.

By not constructively including 
staff  in the decision making pro-
cess, we are seeing highly trained 
staff  leave the profession because 
of burnout and not being respected 
for their input.

If you get the impression that we 
are venting or frustrated, we are. 
However, we are more saddened by 
the manner in which the construc-
tive input of our hospital fl oor staff  
is not being acted upon by manage-
ment, or the lack of timely feedback 
to staff  to confi rm if changes are 
having the desired impact for staff  
and for individuals seeking help 
from our healthcare system.

 
Mary Ann & Art Wiebe, 

Rosenfeld

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888
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By Lorne Stelmach

A local developer has won their 
appeal of an earlier Morden council 
decision that denied a rezoning for a 
proposed new condo development in 
the city.

The Manitoba Municipal Board 
heard the appeal in late April and 
last week released its decision that 
clears the way for the three, 16-unit, 
three-storey condos near the busiest 
intersection in Morden.

The proposal was initially rejected 
by city council, but K Block Devel-
opments appealed the decision to the 
provincial oversight body.

Morden Mayor Brandon Burley last 
week expressed dismay over a pro-
cess that allows a provincial body to 
overrule a local council.

“We’re being given notice that what 
we want doesn’t matter,” said Burley, 
who suggested this is an example of 
local authority being eroded and re-
moved by the current provincial gov-
ernment.

“To just circumvent local govern-
ment is a disappointment, and it’s a 
refl ection of the fact that they seem 
not to care about local voices at all,” 
he said. “The municipal board exists 
solely to achieve whatever ends the 
province seems to want to have, and 
an unelected, undemocratic institu-
tion is allowed to bypass the local 
voices of government.”

K Block owner and president Frank 
Klassen was appreciative of having 
the opportunity to have the munic-
ipal board take a closer look at the 

matter, but he especially emphasized 
“their desire to work with the City 
of Morden planning and council to 
come up with something that works 
for everyone.

“I realize that we can’t satisfy ev-
eryone, and you face this all the time 
with developments. Multi-family 
isn’t desired anywhere and yet, over 
and over, once the project is built, it 
helps build up the community,” said 
Klassen, who reiterated it is “their de-
sire to work with everyone and not 
against them.”

The rezoning will change the proper-
ties at 20 Victoria Street and 227 First 
Street from residential two-family to 
residential multi-family to allow for 
the development of the three build-
ings that will have 48 units overall. 
They will be similar to the develop-
ment at the corner of 15th Street and 
Highway 14 in Winkler.

K Block had maintained there was 
strong interest from Morden for this 
development and that the project will 
help address a real need for more 
housing options in the community. 

They also countered that many of 
the issues raised by opponents can be 
mitigated in some way and that the 
increase in traffi  c would be more min-
imal than what had been suggested 
by opponents.

City representatives and opponents 
however had noted the Winkler devel-
opment does not have single-family 
residential directly adjacent to it and 
also cited a number of other concerns, 
including the loss of privacy and the 
potential impact on their property 

values, while also just suggesting 
there are other better locations in the 
city for this kind of development.

As well, the impact on what is al-
ready heavy traffi  c in the area of First 
Street and Victoria Street/Highway 3 
was a key concern cited by not only 
area residents who spoke in opposi-
tion to it but by council as well.

“It’s kind of a diffi  cult thing to swal-
low,” said Burley. “The disappoint-
ment for us is that people who had no 
history or context in this community 
are now making decisions on our be-
half ... we have the information and 
awareness of our community.

“It’s something that communities all 
across Manitoba are facing right now 
in that it is a provincial government 
that seems to not want to respect oth-
er orders of government.”

He added this is a concern that is 
shared by all municipalities and their 
provincial organization, the Associa-
tion of Manitoba Municipalities. 

“The AMM is working on this ... the 
increasing levels of disrespect that the 
province seems willing to show to 
local orders of government,” Burley 
said. “Sometimes, you feel like you’re 
in the way, and they have something 
they want to do and are going to get 
it done, and we’re just a roadblock to 
their objectives.

“We want to work towards partner-
ship with the province ... if they have 
objectives that we’re not aware of ... 
then work with local municipalities. 
We want to know what those are,” he 
added.

In the meantime, Burley said council 

will be sending a response to the mu-
nicipal board as well as to the provin-
cial government.

“We will express our distaste for the 
municipal board. We will be sure we 
submit this to the correct ministers.”

Burley noted how people prov-
ince-wide spoke up loud and clear 
against the plans to centralize con-
trol of the education system, and he 
hopes  there could be a similar move-
ment against the Manitoba Municipal 
Board system.

“Until there is that kind of outcry 
over the municipal board and the 
loss of local voice and local represen-
tation, nothing will change,” he said. 
“If what they want is to put an ad-
ministrator in every municipality in 
Manitoba and let them represent their 
wishes, they might as well do that be-
cause they’ll pay that representation 
more than they support councils to 
make those choices.

“If they want to keep playing this 
way, it’s hard to support that govern-
ment. It’s hard to have respect when 
respect isn’t given,” he concluded. 
“We need a provincial government 
that will respect local orders of gov-
ernment ... we need real partners and 
real partnerships.”

Moving forward, Burley said they 
will be working and consulting with 
K Block Developments on this project 
as it proceeds.

“We will certainly do our best to do 
what we can to see the development 
happen as amenably and as well as 
possible.”

Municipal Board overturns council's decision

Concerts in the Park
Orlando & Grace kicked off  a summer of music last Wednesday in Bethel 

Heritage Park. The evening show was the fi rst of nine scheduled for 

the weekly Concerts in the Park series. This week’s show features 
Three’s Company. Coming up 

is Young & Haggard July 19, 

The Seven Pines July 26, That 

80s Band Aug. 2, Jakebrakes 

Aug. 9, Nathan Keys Aug. 16, 

Brian Jacobs Aug. 23, and 

The Cracked Eggshell Aug. 

30. The music starts at 7 p.m. 

and usually runs for about an 

hour.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

E-mail news@winklermordenvoice.ca or call 204-325-6888News or sports tip?
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Works of artWorks of art
FACEBOOK.COM/WINKLERARTS

The fi rst week of Winkler Arts and Culture's Chalk the 

City art campaign yielded some colourful results on 

sidwalks all throughout the community. The event runs 

until Aug. 11, so there's still plenty of time to get your 

entries in on WA+C social media pages. Every entry 

gets a free Co-op slushie coupon and a chance to win 

weekly prizes.
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Gimli International

Film 
Festival
JULY 26-30  ·  MANITOBA, CANADA

FREE sunset film 
screenings on the beach 

sponsored by RBC

@GimliFilm  ·  #GimliFilm
GimliFilm.com

Passes 
on sale 

now! 

5 DAYS OF FILM AND FUN IN GIMLI

The City of Morden recently off ered 
some recommendations on how to 
conserve water at home and in your 
workplace:

• Fix leaks and drips. A single leaky 

faucet can waste up to 3,000 gallons of 
water per year. 

• Installing water-effi  cient fi xtures: 
low-fl ow shower heads, faucets and 
toilets can save thousands of gallons 

of water per year. 
• Water your lawn and garden effi  -

ciently. Water early in the morning or 
late in the evening to reduce evapo-
ration, and use a soaker hose or drip 
irrigation system to target plant roots. 

• Consider using rain barrels to col-
lect water for your garden. Rain bar-
rels can be purchased at the Morden 
Civic Centre.

• Use water wisely indoors.

Rosemary Siemens to perform in Austin July 30
By Voice staff 

Rosemary Siemens is back in Man-
itoba this month to perform at the 
Manitoba Threshermen’s Reunion 
and Stampede in Austin.

Rosemary & The Sweet Sound Re-
vival take the stage at the Grandstand 
Rodeo Grounds on Sunday, July 30 at 
11:30 a.m.

“Rosemary Siemens has performed 
around the world but she also has a 
strong Manitoba connection—she is 
originally from Plum Coulee,” said 
Ed Heppner of The Mobile Stage Co., 
which is presenting the show. “One 
day I was wondering if Rosemary 
and her band might be available for 
the Thresherman’s Reunion. I got in 
touch with them and before long the 
arrangements had been made. 

“They’ll actually be fl ying out from 
Italy to play this show, so I hope ev-
eryone is ready to welcome them 

back to Manitoba. I know I am.”
Rosemary & The Sweet Sound Re-

vival is a six-piece instrumental blue-
grass/country group that won al-
bum of the year at the Global Music 
Awards a few years ago. Their Austin 
show will feature a mix of country, 
gospel, hymns, and inspirational clas-
sics.

Siemens has performed at New 
York’s Carnegie Hall and is the only 
solo violinist to play in the Sistine 
Chapel in Vatican City. 

“I’ve written songs about my expe-
riences so that people will be inspired 
and connect to the stories. My goal 
is to touch, inspire and make people 
smile,” says Siemens. “This show 
takes you on a journey from classical 
to bluegrass to gospel to down-home 
fi ddle, to tear-jerking-inspirational 
stories perfect for any age.”

The concert will also feature as spe-
cial guest Grammy nominated Nash-

 SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Rosemary Siemens (left) and The Sweet Sound Revival perform in Austin July 30. 

The concert also features special guest Kristen Bearfeld (right).

ville artist Kristen Bearfeld.
Tickets to the show are available in 

Austin (Phil’s Fine Foods and Norfolk 
Lumber) or online at http://bit.ly/
RosemarySiemens-July30. 

Adult tickets are $35 each while kids 

age six to 12 are $10 (both of which in-
cludes Sunday admission to the Man-
itoba Agricultural Museum grounds). 
Kids fi ve and under are free.

The concert happens rain or shine. 
Rush seating starts at 11 a.m.

>  WATER CONSERVATION, FROM PG. 5
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'Walk and roll' helps assess Altona's accessibility
By Lori Penner

When the Equal Access Altona 
(EAA) Committee was formed in 
2018, their goal was to make sure ev-
ery area of the community was acces-
sible to all residents and visitors. 

At that time, a Walk and Roll event 
took place, with committee and com-
munity members making their way 
around the downtown area, some us-
ing wheelchairs, walkers and canes, 
and others using welding helmets 
and devices to hinder 
their mobility, vision, 
and hearing, to get a 
better understanding 
of physical barriers on 
streets and sidewalks.

That fi rst tour also in-
cluded residents with 
physical challenges 
to provide a fi rsthand 
opinion of what was 
needed to improve ac-
cessibility.

Since those initial fi ndings, the town 
has worked hard to remove barriers, 
such as grinding down sidewalks to 
remove lips, and smooth other un-
even spots that could be a danger or 
hindrance to those with disabilities. 
The crosswalk on Centre Ave. was 
also the result of that original assess-
ment.

On June 27, a seven-member EAA 
subcommittee made up of town man-

agers, councillors, and community 
members met for another Walk and 
Roll event, this time focusing on Al-
tona’s recreational facilities.

Altona communications and human 
resource offi  cer Sarah Cail was part of 
a group that looked at the Millennium 
Exhibition Centre (MEC), including 
the Pioneer Centre, Sunfl ower Gar-
dens Arena, Curling Club, and Com-
munity Gardens.

Riding a wheelchair for the fi rst 
time, Cail says, was a shift in perspec-

tive. 
“I was using a wheel-

chair to navigate the 
facility, which was 
helpful in identifying 
barriers. Most of the 
MEC is relatively ac-
cessible. But there are 
certain areas that are 
not as accessible as we 
thought they were. I 
felt a bit frustrated. I 
know we’ve come a 

long way, but we still have a long way 
to go.”

During the tour, Cail noticed things 
that have been aff ected by weather 
and time, such as buckling in the 
pavement near the entrance doors. 
There were also things that needed 
to be updated, such as the signage on 
the wheelchair lift.  

“The signage needs to be more uni-
versal and clearly visible,” she said. 

The group also took a quick look at 
the Community Gardens, where ac-
cessible approaches are nearly com-
plete. 

“That’s a work in progress,” noted 
Cail. “They are still in the process of 
building accessible washrooms, and 
the raised garden beds are not yet 
complete. They will be complete this 
summer, providing eight raised beds 
which the EAA has provided funding 
for to help make those beds a reality.”

A second team examined the Cen-
tennial Park, where they noticed that 
some of the ramps and entrances go-
ing in and coming out of facilities are 
rough and not well marked. 

Committee members noted that 
they are not conducive to anybody in 
a walker, nor anybody that would be 
using assistive equipment because of 
seeing impairment, and not even for 
people in wheelchairs or the people 
that would be pushing them.

In their approach to the Aquatic 
Centre, the committee also identifi ed 
poor signage, with access to most ar-
eas proving diffi  cult for people with 
mobility devices or visual impair-
ments. 

Some of the people in the group put 
on a welding helmet to emulate vi-
sual impairment. Their inability to be 
able to see found it extremely rough, 
extremely dangerous and had to have 
sight guides with them.

The biggest issue was the bathrooms 
and changing rooms at the swimming 
pool, which were awkward and tight 
for wheelchairs, with poor signage 

for the visually impaired.  
Signs around the park were also 

noted as poor, particularly for those 
who are new to the area, or those who 
don’t speak English.

The next step will see the EAA com-
mittee members review the fi ndings 
of the Walk and Roll and compile it 
into a report for town council which 
is in the midst of strategic planning 
right now.

“Taking a hard look at these spaces 
obviously we’re going to fi nd a lot 
more than we thought we would,” 
said Cail. “The committee will go 
over feedback from participants and 
committee members. We’ll review 
that together and identify what are 
some things that we can change in 
practice, fi x right away, or add more 
education for staff . What can we plan 
for in the future? Equal access does 
have a budget allotment through Al-
tona council, and so what are things 
we can accomplish with that budget 
and what is going to be a bigger proj-
ect to put forward to council and the 
community.”

Looking at long-term and short-term 
plans, Cail said they will consider ar-
eas that have the highest impact fi rst. 

Cail attributes much of the town’s 
progress to initial EAA commit-
tee chair Amy Pankowich, who fi rst 
raised awareness of the community’s 
accessibility issues.

“She did such a great job in steering 
the committee through former con-
nections and changes. We look for-
ward to continuing that work.”

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Members of the Equal Access Altona committee and community members 

recently toured Altona’s recreational facilities to determine their accessibility for 

those with physical challenges. 

“WE’VE COME A 

LONG WAY, BUT WE 

STILL HAVE A LONG 

WAY TO GO.”
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Altona Farmer's Market 
draws weekly crowds
By Lori Penner

The Altona Farmer’s Market contin-
ues to be the busiest place on Main St. 
every Saturday morning. 

Coordinator Raven Nickel says the 
lineup begins well before the 10 a.m. 
start time.

“It’s been like this since the season 
began,” Nickel says. “Right now, the 
biggest draw is the June and July 
strawberries. Those always go fi rst.”

Along with that, there are vendors 
selling baked and canned goods, 
such as jams, pickles, buns and cook-
ies, bags of roasted coff ee, and plenty 
more.

Later in the season shoppers can ex-
pect garden produce, which is great 
for gleaners who prefer to do their 
gardening at the market, or anyone 
who wants to sample the goodness of 
locally grown food.

“We recently purchased a picnic 
table from Blue Sky Opportunities, 
so visitors can relax and enjoy a cof-
fee break while they’re here,” Nickel 
says.

New to market this year is a food 
currency program. Farmers markets 
across Manitoba are partnering with 
community organizations to bring lo-
cally grown food to those who need 
it most.

 “We are working with the Commu-
nity Exchange. They identify partici-

pants who could benefi t from receiv-
ing this currency that acts as vouchers 
for locally grown food at the market,” 
Nickel explains. “The currency can be 
used for purchasing whole food like 
vegetables, honey and meat, etc. Then 
I reimburse vendors with money re-
ceived through Manitoba’s initiative.”

They hope to see about $5,000 fl ow 
through the program this summer.

“It supports local people and adds a 
level of diversity to the Farmer’s Mar-
ket and brings exposure to a variety 
of demographics of people, which is 
important,” Nickel says. “And it re-
ally supports the growing and selling 
of local food. 

“It’s a win-win situation. Money 
stays in the community. Food is lo-
cally grown, and products that are lo-
cally made so food doesn’t have to be 
shipped thousands of miles across the 
world to get to people’s homes. It just 
builds community. People come to 
the Farmer’s Market, and they chat. 
It supports a sense of community and 
makes people aware of what kind of 
food we have.”

Nickel adds that you can’t beat the 
social aspect of the market. 

“It’s cool getting to know the ven-
dors and seeing the amount of care 
they put into their products and the 
little bit of extra love they put into 
them, because they’re seeing the peo-
ple who are buying their products.”

This year, Nickel is making use of 
social media to let people know what 
items are available at the market from 
week to week. You can follow The 
Altona Farmers Market on Facebook 
and Instagram.

They’re also looking for buskers to 
entertain visitors while they shop.

And back by popular demand, the 

Altona Farmer’s Market will once 
again be set up on the Saturday of the 
Manitoba Sunfl ower Festival, along 
the trail beside the park from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

For more information, contact Ra-
ven Nickel at altonafarmersmarket@
gmail.com

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Jacob Friesen of Gnadenthal's Mini Acres Farm is one of the vendors at this year's 

Altona Farmer's Market, which runs every Saturday morning downtown. 

Let the summer begin

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
The Altona and District Chamber of Commerce got the summer off  to a fi ne start 

last Friday and Saturday with its Downtown Summer Kick-off  featuring Wonder 

Shows rides and games and street food vendors in the Altona Mall parking lot.
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Gretna Hot Spot Festival 
is on this weekend
By Lori Penner

Organizers of the 2023 Gretna Hot 
Spot Festival are hoping for lots of 
sunshine and smiles as the annual 
event returns on July 14-15.

Organizer Faye Dyck says thanks to 
some great planning from her fellow 
committee members, and the gener-
ous support of local businesses, this 
year’s event will be better than ever.

“We’re bringing back a lot of old fa-
vourites and adding a few new events 
as well,” she says.

Friday night’s lineup begins with 
the return of the Amazing Race at 6:30 
p.m. which will see teams of teens 
search for clues around the commu-
nity. 

“The teens always have a great time 
with this one, and I’m so glad it’s 
back. Each clue comes with a special 
challenge they must complete before 
they can proceed to the next one. The 
winner gets a prize, and all partici-
pants get free slushies.”

This is followed by an hour of line 
dancing with a professional instruc-
tor to show you all the steps. The eve-

ning rounds off  with more music and 
dancing for everyone.

Saturday morning begins with a 
pancake breakfast at 8 a.m. followed 
by the annual Hot Spot Festival pa-
rade, featuring a variety of creative 
fl oats and special visitors.  

The canteen, run by Furrever Friends 
Cat Rescue opens at 10:30 a.m. and 
runs right until 9 p.m. for anyone 
craving a snack or a cold drink.

“And it also supports a great cause,” 
Dyck says.

A huge community raffl  e will be of-
fering some fantastic prizes, donated 
by local businesses. 

“There are some really big ones 
this year. We’ve got Bombers tickets, 
Goldeyes tickets, and a barbecue. 
Some metal art. There are a number 
of prizes valued at hundreds of dol-
lars. Our sponsors have been super 
generous.”

As always, there will be a wide va-
riety of fun events and attractions to 
keep the kids busy.  The foam party is 
back by popular demand. 

“That was a huge hit last year.  We’re 
also bringing the petting zoo, infl at-

ables, the Kiddie Carnival, and the 
train. Everything is free. And every 
child who completes the entire carni-
val gets a prize at the end.”

Gretna Fire Department members 
will once again be perched inside a 
dunk tank from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
giving everybody a chance to test 
their throwing skills, and raise funds 
for the department, as well.

For those who love a good round 
of Bingo, cards will be available un-
der the big tent from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
The tent will also be the location for a 
tasty meal from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

“Supper is by donation and will be 
pulled pork poutine, coleslaw and a 
dessert.”

Johnny Cash and Elvis will make 

their grand appearance from 7 to 9 
p.m. performing all the beloved hits 
that made them so famous.

The festival rounds off  with a fi re-
works presentation.

“We had a lot of fun organizing this 
year’s event,” Dyck shares. “We’ve 
got a great variety of free events for 
the whole family, and a lot of open 
and safe spaces for the kids to run, so 
mom and dad can sit back and relax. 
The entertainment and food will be 
amazing. 

“Everybody is welcome and we’re 
hoping to draw a big crowd. So come 
on down to Gretna. You’ll have a 
great time.”

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
The foam party is back by popular demand at the Gretna Hot Spot Festival.

By Voice staff 

If you haven’t ventured into Mani-
toba’s provincial parks before, this is 
the week to go.

Entry to all provincial parks is free 
July 10-16.

“For the third year in a row, our 
government is providing week-long 
free provincial park access to coincide 

with Canada’s Parks Day,” said Natu-
ral Resources and Northern Devel-
opment Minister Greg Nesbitt. “This 
initiative allows all Manitobans to en-
joy our parks’ extraordinary natural 
beauty, intriguing historical sites and 
diverse recreational activities.”

Through to the end of the weekend, 
a vehicle permit will not be required 
to visit any of the province’s 92 parks, 

though overnight camping fees re-
main in eff ect. Entrance fees are also 
still in eff ect for any national parks.

A calendar of free interpretive events 
and experiences including guided 
hikes, historical tours and campfi re 
talks, is available at https://gov.
mb.ca/nrnd/parks/education-and-
interpretation/event-listings.html.

Several campgrounds have also or-

ganized special events to celebrate 
Canada’s Parks Day on July 15. Visi-
tors can check with the local camp-
ground offi  ce for details on any activi-
ties happening in the park.

Individuals who wish to camp in a 
provincial park can make a reserva-
tion through the Parks Reservation 
Service at www.manitobaparks.com 
or by calling 1-888-482-2267.

Free provincial parks entry all this week
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Local police, firefighters 
preparing for World Games
By Lorne Stelmach

The chance to take part in the largest 
sporting event ever hosted in Manito-
ba was too good to pass up for some 
local emergency personnel.

The 2023 World Police and Fire 
Games takes place from July 28 to Au-
gust 6 in Winnipeg, and some mem-
bers of departments from Morden, 
Winkler, and Altona will be partici-
pating in it.

“It’s a once in a lifetime experience, 
so I’m looking forward to it, and 
hopefully I can bring  my A game,” 
said Rick Schroeder, a Winkler fi re-
fi ghter who be competing in golf.

“It’s all over the world ... so the 
fact that it is in Winnipeg and close 
to home, I fi gured I should give it a 
shot,” said Altona fi refi ghter Adam 

Skelton, who will be involved in three 
events including the mountain bike 
race as well as two related to fi refi ght-
ing: a stair race in full gear and the ul-
timate fi refi ghter competition. 

Held biennially, the World Police 
and Fire Games is an Olympic-style 
competition with more than 8,500 
athletes representing law enforce-
ment, fi refi ghters and police offi  cers 
from more than 50 countries across 
the world. 

A few members from the Winkler 
Police Service will be going, includ-
ing Phil Letkeman in hockey and Me-
gan Goertzen in jiu-jitsu.

“This is the fi rst time that I’m aware 
of that it’s been this close to home in 
Winnipeg,” noted Chief Ryan Hunt. 
“It’s a fantastic opportunity for police 
offi  cers and fi refi ghters to get together 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Winkler fi refi ghter Rick Schroeder (right) was out practising Thursday with 

Winkler golf club manager and pro Colton Harder. Schroeder will compete in golf 

in the World Police and Fire Games in Winnipeg later this month.

and be involved with other police and 
fi refi ghters from all over the world ... 
I hope to be able to get in and take in 
some of the events.”

The Morden Police Service will be 
sending a curling team featuring spe-
cial constables Pam Goertzen and 
Morgan Reimer, Sgt. Scott Edwards, 
and a fourth member from elsewhere 
in the region. Cst Jon Goertzen is also 
entered in the jiu-jitsu event.

“It’s a huge event, so to have mem-
bers representing our services is pret-
ty special,” noted Chief Brad Nedu-
zak.

“We’re anxious to see how every-
body makes out,” he said, adding the 
fellowship is a huge part of it. “A lot 
of them are looking forward to that 
... meeting people from all over the 
country and all over the world. It will 
be interesting to connect and hope-
fully make some friendships that they 
could maybe keep up.”

Representing the Altona Police Ser-
vice, meanwhile, will be Cpl. Mark 
Legal and Cst. Dustin Giesbrecht in 
the individual angling and team an-
gling events while Cst. Brendan Funk 
will be part of the opening ceremo-
nies

For Skelton, who has been with the 
Altona fi re department as a full-time 
member for three years, the ultimate 
fi refi ghter competition especially is 
a challenge he is looking forward to 
tackling.

It includes four events testing such 
things as their strength and endur-
ance such as rolling hose and carry-

ing it a certain distance and hoisting a 
high-rise pack including 100 ft. of one 
and a half inch hose up fi ve stories.

“There’s stuff  that applies to what 
we do in the line of duty and there’s 
stuff  that doesn’t,” said Skelton. “I’m 
excited for the experience. I’m look-
ing forward to the challenge ... it’s 
defi nitely been a challenge with the 
training I’ve been trying to do for it,”

“It’s not every often you can meet 
people from all over the world ... peo-
ple who have the same loves and pas-
sions as you do.”

“I thought it would be a pretty cool 
thing,” agreed Schroeder, who has 
been with the Winkler fi re depart-
ment for 18 years. “At the time when 
I heard about it, I thought would be 
just a spectators event, but going into 
a little research, I found out we were 
eligible to play.

“It’s pretty exciting. I look forward 
to playing some golf on three really 
nice courses in Winnipeg and the 
chance to meet fi refi ghters, emergen-
cy personnel, law enforcement people 
... people on likeminded career paths 
from all diff erent countries.”

As part of his preparation, Schroed-
er has spent extra time out on the golf 
course, including with Winkler club 
pro Colton Harder.

“He’s been really helping me with 
my game,” said Schroeder. “I’ve been 
playing a lot of golf. 

“There’s a wide variety of sports in 
these Games, so it should be interest-
ing,” he added. “I hope I get a chance 
to watch some of it as well.”

Supporting the food bank

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Friesens Corporation’s John Thiessen stopped by the Rhineland Area Food 

Bank recently to present Ang Stoesz with a cheque for $9,375, The charity 

was selected as a recipient through Friesens’ employee-directed giving 

program. “Unfortunately, the food bank remains an essential service in our 

community for many diff erent types of families,” noted CEO Chad Friesen. 

“We are grateful to the volunteers and we’re proud to be long-term donors.”
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Berry season well underway
By Lorne Stelmach

It‘s berry season again, and there 
are a number of growers in the region 
off ering both pre-pick and u-pick 
options as well as selling at the local 
farmers markets.

A new addition to the range of pro-
ducers in the Pembina Valley this year 
is Berry Shack Farm, which was start-
ed up by Trent and Melany Krahn.

They planted their fi rst strawberry 
plants last May and were excited to 
start selling this year.

“We had the opportunity here, so 
we just decided to go for it, and we 
thought it would work well with our 
schedules,” said Krahn, who teaches 
the electrical vocational program at 
Northlands Parkway Collegiate.

“I’ve just always been interested in 
agriculture and had the opportunity 
to start one. We had a property close 
to Winkler that we felt would do well 
with strawberries.”

Krahn noted he has heard that grow-
ing conditions this season have varied 
widely from one area to the next.

“On our farm, we’re doing well. The 
heat in May was a bit of a challenge, 
but the berries pulled through, and 
we’re doing okay,” he said. 

“I think lots of farms have been 
challenged,” he said. “The heat here 
has sped up the ripening, and so we 
don’t then have as much time to get 
the crop off .”

And he noted as well that it has been 
a learning process for them.

“We are still learning. There’s a lot 
that we need to learn yet ... it’s things 
like learning how to manage people 
to pick, people to sort and teaching 

those skills and learning about straw-
berry plants.

“You have to seek out the resources 
and build your network,” Krahn add-
ed. “A lot of strawberry growers have 
helped me out along the way here ... 
just having that network of people 
that you can call on for advice has re-
ally helped us. And the Prairie Fruit 
Growers Association has been really 
helpful with advice and in setting up 
new growers for success.”

A representative of the Prairie Fruit 
Growers Association noted last week 
that the hot spring weather had 
brought on a slightly earlier season 
for picking berries than in the past 
couple years.

Some berry farms off ering haskap 
and strawberries were open a bit ear-
lier, and they suggested people could 
expect saskatoon berries at the be-
ginning of July at many farms, with 
raspberries and sour cherries not far 
behind.

The Prairie Fruit Growers Associ-
ation has a website set up with  all 
the member berry farms in Manitoba 
listed. Head to pfga.com for an up-to-
date status of all types of fruit.

The association urges customers 
to double check with farms to make 
sure they are open for picking. Local 
weather events or large volumes of 
customers can sometimes result in a 
farm having to change its plans and 
close last-minute.

“The best time to pick berries is in 
the morning or in the evening when 
the berries are cooler,” suggested 
Philip Ronald, a haskap and saska-
toon grower and president of the 
association. “Try to put your picked 

berries in a cooler for the ride home, 
then cool them in the refrigerator as 
soon as possible.” 

You can also head to the PFGA web-
site to fi nd producers’ favourite reci-

pes using fresh berries. 
To learn more about Berry Shack 

Farm, check out their page on Face-
book.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Strawberries at local berry farms, including Berry Shack Farm, are ready to go.
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YOUR HOME FOR 
FULL SERVICE  

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS  
PHONE: (204)

 325-0641 Open 
Monday through 

Saturday. 
Call Shane or James 

at 204-325-0641 
today to see how we 
can take care of you.Call to book appointments 204-325-0641

Canadian TIre Auto 
Service in WInkler

Your home for service, repairs and 
tires on most makes and models. 

Over 60 years of 
automotive service

Licensed trained
 technicians able to do 
> Brakes > Diagnostics 

> Alignments > Engine Repairs
> Air Conditioning 

> Steering and 
Suspension repairs

Great warranty with over 500 
locations across Canada

OPEN MONDAY TO 
SATURDAY

Oil changes and tire repairs - 
no appointment required
Come in, call, or make an 

appointment online today. 
See how Shane and James 

and the rest of the 
crew can keep you rolling 
trouble free this summer

Off to the races
Racing fans fi lled the stands at the Dead Horse Creek Speedway 

west of Morden last weekend for the inaugural Watermelon 

Cup. The Friday and Saturday evening races featured Dead Horse 

Stocks, Wissota Midwest Mods, Wissota Modifi eds, and a Wissota 

Late Model demonstration/exhibition. Below, left: Driver James 

Wall in the winner's circle. The next race day is the King of the 

Corn event Aug. 25-26. Head to deadhorsecreekspeedway.ca 

for details.

 PHOTOS BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
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Mud Hens fall 
to Cardinals
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Morden Mud Hens found them-
selves on the wrong side of a home 
game against the Carman Cardinals 
Friday night.

Carman took it 5-0.
The Mud Hens had better luck on 

the road against the Altona Bisons a 
few nights earlier, winning that one 
9-1.

In other Border League Baseball 
action last week, the Winkler Whips 
beat Carman 7-1 and Cartwright 9-4 
while the Bisons fell to Baldur 6-2.

With that, Winkler is in fi rst place 
in the East Division standings with a 
record of 7-2-2. Not far behind at 7-3-
1 is Morden in second place. Altona 
(5-4) and Carman (3-8-1) are in third 
and fourth.

In the West Division, Pilot Mound 
leads the way at 7-4 followed by the 
Cartwright Twins (5-4), Baldur Regals 
(4-7), and Clearwater (3-9).

Coming up, the fi nal week of reg-
ular season action sees Winkler host 
the Bisons Tuesday night and then 
Baldur on Friday, Morden host Alto-
na Wednesday and then Cartwright 
Friday, and the Bisons host Clearwa-
ter Friday. Sunday is the league’s all-
star game in Cartwright.  PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE

The Morden Mud Hens lost their Friday night home game against the Carman Cardinals 5-0.

MJBL quarter-final playoffs begin this week
By Lorne Stelmach

The playoff s got underway this 
week in the Manitoba Junior Base-
ball League with the Pembina Valley 
Orioles and Altona Bisons both in the 
roles of underdogs.

The Bisons fi nished seventh in the 
regular season and were taking on 
the second-place St. James A’s, while 
the Orioles were in the cellar in eighth 

place and were facing fi rst-place Elm-
wood Giants.

Both best-of-three series had been 
scheduled to get underway with 
game one Wednesday followed by 
game two Thursday and game three 
Friday, if necessary. Altona and Pem-
bina Valley were both 1-2 against St. 
James and Elmwood in the regular 
season. 

The last week of the regular sea-

son began with the Orioles ending 
an eight game losing streak by edg-
ing the St. Boniface Legionaires 5-3 
Wednesday. Johnny Martens pitched 
a complete game, scattering fi ve hits. 

Things didn’t go nearly as well then 
on the weekend as Pembina Valley 
dropped a 12-0 decision to the Car-
illon Sultans Friday and then fell 8-0 
Sunday to St. Boniface.

The Bisons meanwhile could only 

manage four hits last Wednesday in 
falling 6-2 to Elmwood. 

They ended the season Friday with 
a bases loaded single in the bottom of 
the eighth inning, providing the win-
ning margin for a 6-5 win over the In-
terlake Blue Jays.

The other opening round playoff  se-
ries pit Carillon against the Winnipeg 
South Wolves and Interlake against 
St. Boniface.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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By Ty Dilello 

On June 16-17, the Rocking W Rick 
Wiebe Memorial Charity Barrel Race 
and Open 4D Barrel Race was held in 
Carman at the Duff erin Agricultural 
Society Fairgrounds.

The 2023 Charity Race raised a total 
of $30,700 for South Central Cancer 
Resource, which now brings the four-
year Race total to $90,709.20 in total 
funds raised to date.

Dusty van der Steen has been pro-
ducing barrel racing events for the 
past 15 years. He ran a long-standing 
and successful barrel series for ten 
years near Winkler/Morden, and it 
ended due to the pandemic.

“When the Denim and Dust took off  
during the pandemic years, I decid-
ed to step back from the Series and 
put more focus on the Charity Race 
event,” said Dusty van der Steen, 
CEO of Rocking W Barrel Racing 
Productions. “We made it a week-
end event with other opportunities 
to compete, such as the Dash for the 
Cash Slot Race, which paid out just 
over $26,000 this year.”

The Rick Wiebe Memorial is in 
memory of van der Steen’s dad, who 
died from cancer in 2020. Supporting 
the South Central Cancer Resource 
through this initiative helps support 
cancer patients and their families 
through their cancer journeys.

There were competitors on the 
weekend that turned out from all 
over Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
northwestern Ontario. 

There were Open Entries in the 
Charity Race, 30 Youth and 13 Pee 
Wee entries. Over $12,000 in prize 
money was awarded for the Charity 
Race, and over $20,000 in prize value 
for the Charity Race.

The Dash for the Cash Slot Race paid 
out $26,275 in prize money. And over 
$10,000 in prize money was paid out 
in the additional races and side pots 

(futurity and derby categories for 
young horses, Manitoba bred horses, 
average between Friday night and 
Saturday Charity race).

“We had wonderful, cooperative 
weather for the weekend, as everyone 
enjoyed their stay in Carman at the 
Duff erin Agricultural Society Fair-
grounds. The event ran very smooth-
ly with next to no hiccups,” said van 
der Steen. “I am just so thankful for 
the community support and all of the 
competitors for raising $30,700 for 
South Central Cancer Resource. It’s 
our highest fundraiser to date.”

HIGHEST FUNDRAISERS
• Open: Mercedes McKay of Altona 

raised $1,525
• Youth: Natalie Elias of Reinfeld 

raised $3,125

CHARITY RACE OPEN RESULTS
• 1D Champion: Justine Cornelson 

from Virden. Reserve: Shannon Mul-
lin from Pilot Mound

• 2D Champion: Bailey Martens 
from Steinbach. Reserve: Lindsey 

Dusty van der Steen presented a $30,700 cheque in support of South Central 

Cancer Resource. The funds were raised at this year’s Rocking W Rick Wiebe 

Memorial Charityu Barrel Race and Open 4D Barrel Race event. 

Natalie Elias of Reinfeld raised $3,125. 

PHOTOS BY JOSH RIETZE
Krysten Peters of the RM of Stanley rounds a barrel in the charity race.  

Rocking Barrel Charity Race raised over $30,000

Storm teams suffer losses
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Storm teams both suf-
fered losses in their home games Sun-
day evening

Storm 1 fell to Luso Canadian CCS 
2-0 while Storm 2 was narrowly de-
feated 3-2 by the Richmond Kings. 
Mosi William scored both of Win-
kler’s goals that game.

The Storm 2 have a 3-2 record for the 
summer thus far, which has them in 
fi fth place out of 10 teams in the Man-
itoba Major Soccer League’s 3rd Divi-

sion SMSL Conference.
Storm 1, meanwhile, is struggling a 

bit in Premier Division. Sunday’s loss 
puts them in seventh place with a 2-6 
record.

The two teams host another pair of 
home games at the 15th St. fi eld this 
Sunday. Storm 2 plays Punjab FC at 
4:30 p.m. while Storm 1 plays Sport-
ing Club Mosaic at 6:30 p.m.

Storm 2 also has a road game in 
Winnipeg against Dunvegan Castle 
Wednesday night.

Schulz from Morris
• 3D Champion: Jennifer Gomien 

from East St. Paul. Reserve: Deanna 
Baker from Wapella, SK

• 4D Champion: Alex Worms from 
Manitou. Reserve: Sawyer Billekop 
from Eriksdale

CHARITY RACE YOUTH RESULTS
• 1D Champion: Natalie Barber 

from Carnduff , SK. Reserve: Bailey 
Martens from Steinbach, MB

• 2D Champion: Rylee Olafson of 
Morden. Reserve: Meadow Skuce 
from Carnduff , SK

• 3D Champion: Morgan Turner of 
Miami. Reserve: Jemma Day from 
Virden.

• Charity Race Pee Wee Champion: 
Raegan Friesen from Altona. Reserve: 
Raelene Husbands from Carman

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIR-
ING: Parts Technicians, 
Service Managers, 
Agriculture & Heavy 
Equipment Techs - 
Journeyman, Appren-
tices and Sales roles. 
View open roles www.
rockymtn.com/careers . 
Possible relocation and 
signing bonus offered.

–––––––––––––––––

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
f i rs tandsecondmor t
gages.ca

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

For sale: successful, 
popular print publica-
tion with large, well-es-
tablished western Can-
ada readership. Small 
production team re-
quired. Ideal for owner-
operators or integrating 
into existing print media 
operations. Serious in-
quiries only. Contact: 
erin@mbacpa.ca

FLIGHT 
ACADEMY

Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, must 
be 16 years of age. 
Privileges: fl y for fun in 
a certifi ed airplane, a 
home-built aircraft or 
an ultralight; fl y by day 
only in Canada with 
one passenger; can 
easily add fl oat rating 
to permit. LS Airways 
Flight Academy 204-
651-1402.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted 
fi rearms. Fully licensed 
for both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-2850.

WANTED
Wanted old advertis-
ing: Dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, White 
Rose, Buffalo, Husky, 
Ford, GM, Dodge, Tire 
signs, Coke, Pepsi etc. 
Call 306- 221-5908.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to an-
nounce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Announcing a scholar-
ship? Though we can-
not guarantee publi-
cation, MCNA will get 
the information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947- 1691 
for more information. 
See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more 
details.

 Call 204-467-5836

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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Classifi eds

WATER RATES

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF ARTHUR FRANK SAWATZKY, 
late of the City of
Winkler, in Manitoba, Deceased.
ALL CLAIMS against the above Estate, 
duly verified by Statutory Declaration, 
must be
sent to the undersigned at Box 1150, 
1-655 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba, 
R6W 4B2, on
or before the 30th day of August, 2023.
DATED at the City of Winkler, in Man-
itoba, this 7th day of July, 2023
DOELL LAW OFFICE
Attention: Christopher G. Doell
Solicitor for the Executor

Halbstadt Mennonite Church
Halbstadt, Manitoba

Job Type:  Part-Time Pastor
Mission statement:  To Love our             

neighbor, revealing Christ to them in word 
and action, together becoming unified 

servants who worship God through Jesus 
Christ.” An independent, Evangelical, 

Bible-based country church with 20 to 
30 attendees, is prayerfully seeking a 

part-time Pastor.   We are asking God for 
a pastor who is strong in pulpit ministry, 
with emphasis on Bible preaching and 

encouraging the congregation to follow 
in the footsteps of Jesus.  The successful 
candidate will have a passion for God’s 
work through the local church, and a 

desire to fulfill the New Testament 
requirements for office as outlined in 

1 Timothy 3:1-7.  Please direct resumes 
and/or inquiries to Tony Knutt at knutt.
ton@gmail.com.  Compensation will be 

determined by experience and education. 
Website – halbstadtchurch.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
In Order No. 73/23 dated June 23, 2023 the Public Utilities Board (Board) hereby 
approves the revised water and sewer rates for the City of Winkler (City) for July 1, 
2023, January 1, 2024, and January 1, 2025. 
The current and revised rates are noted below:

Jody Penner 
City Manager

 Current 
Rate 

July 1, 
2023 

January 
1, 2024 

January 
1, 2025 

Quarterly service charge $18.15 $27.50 $27.50 $27.50 
Water per 1,000 Imperial Gallons $9.98 $10.21 $8.35 $8.55 
Wastewater per 1,000 Imperial 
Gallons 

$6.42 $6.59 $8.42 $9.25 

5/8” Minimum Quarterly Charges* $67.35 $77.90 $77.81 $80.90 
Bulk Water per 1,000 Imperial 
Gallons 

$13.73 $12.81 $12.81 $12.81 

Wastewater Only Customers** $69.51 $80.22 $94.86 $101.50 
*Based on 3,000 gallons 
**Based on 8,000 gallons 

Equipment/Lot #

Sell with confidence over 4.4 Million views 
every month. Selling off your yard, cutting 
costs for you. Norsemen Auction the Future 

of Auctions is here now! 
Bid at www.norsemenauction.com 

or Bid in person at Farmers Hall, Gimli, MB 
on Sale Day July 19th

Call 204-900-6036 for more information.

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

NOTICES
SUMMER HIRING? SOME-
THING FOR SALE? HAV-
ING AN EVENT? Book your 
Blanket Classifi ed Ads NOW 
in the 32 Weekly Manitoba 
Community Newspapers to 
have your messaging seen 
all over the province! Call 
204-467-5836 or MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more de-
tails or to book ads. MCNA - 
Manitoba Community News-
papers Association. www.
mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suffering from joint 
or arthritic pain? If so, you 
owe it to yourself to try elk 
velvet antler capsules. Hun-
dreds have found relief. Ben-
efi ts humans and pets. EVA 
is composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, lipids 
and water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate red 
blood cell production & car-
tilage cell regeneration & de-
velopment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 or 
e-mail stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net
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BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836

• GRGRGRG ADADADUAUAU TITIONONS

CCAALLLL 446677 55883366
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

FARMLAND TENDER

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
R.M. of RHINELAND

When submitting an offer, please note:

1.  The highest, or any, offer will not necessarily be accepted.
2.  The date of closing and possession may be selected by the 
purchaser, provided same is after the current crops are removed.
3.  The date of adjustments will be January 1, 2024.
4.  You must provide a certified check or bank draft in the 
amount of $10,000.00 payable to Cole & Mace Law Office.  The 
cheques accompanying unsuccessful tenders will be returned.
5.  You must rely on your own research of the property.
6.  Tenders are binding upon acceptance and not subject to any 
conditions precedent.
7.  Tenders may only be submitted in the form provided by 
Cole & Mace Law Office; a form of tender may be requested 
from Cole & Mace Law Office in person at the address below, or 
by emailing: adam@colemacelaw.com.
8.  The Vendor will be responsible for the taxes on the property 
up to the date of closing.
9.  The Purchaser will be required to pay GST unless the Pur-
chaser is registered for GST and agrees to self-assess.
10.  Title to the land will be transferred free and clear of all en-
cumbrances and liens.

When submitting an offer, please note:
Signed and sealed Tenders will be received up to 4:00 p.m. on 
July 18, 2023 at:

Cole & Mace Law Office 
26 Centre Ave. East, Box 2039, Altona, Manitoba, R0G 0B0
Attn: Adam Mace

CAREERS

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid pro-
vincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates who do 
not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the apprentice-
ship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://jobs.bunge.com/.  enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location” . Click on “Maintenance Worker” to read the 
description. Applications should be made online with an attached 
resume. 

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

Parts Sales Associate – AgWest 
AgWest is looking for a Parts Sales Associate to join our team! The Parts 
Sales Associate plays a vital role in customer service at our Branch as the 
key customer contact for advising and distributing parts and consistently 
providing superior service. 
As a Parts Sales Associate, YOU will experience: 

 brands to exceed our customer needs

 our AgWest team for your success
In a typical day, YOU will:

 behaviours at all times

 recommendations and regular communication of current and 
 upcoming parts promotions

 courteous manner

 evenings
About AgWest

is derived by developing and harnessing the talents and skills of our team.
2 Job Technician positions available 

Ag Technicians are responsible for supporting the customer in the 

 healthy behaviours at all times

 by AgWest 

 communication

 proven industry experience 

 commitment to customer service

Resumes can be sent to: Don Miller
donmiller@agwest.com

Phone 204-880-5525
Ag West is an equal opportunity employer who recognizes and values diversity

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

“In the matter of the estate of                       
ARNOLD LUDWIG KRUEGER, late of 
the City of Morden, in the Province of                   
Manitoba, Retired, deceased.

All claims against the above estate, 
duly verified by Statutory Declaration, 
must be filed with the undersigned at 
326 Stephen Street, Morden, MB on or       
before the 15th day of August, 2023.

Dated at the City of Morden, in the 
Province of Manitoba, this 15 day of 
July, 2023.

PKF Lawyers
Solicitors for the Executrix*
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Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad 

Today - Call 467-5836 

Classifi eds

WE ARE

  HIRING! 

SEND YOUR RESUME TO 

CAREERS@DMMENERGY.CA

FULL TIME FUEL
DELIVERY DRIVER

 
COMPETITIVE WAGE
COMPANY PENSION

GROUP BENEFITS

EMPLOYMENT 

IN MEMORIAM

Ray Plett
August 13 1952 - July 16 2011

In Loving Memory

Words cannot describe the words I say 

today…

The tears I cry tomorrow…

The ache I feel in my heart…

The loneliness and sorrow…

The longing for a hug…

The searching for your touch…

The darkness that I feel…

All of this is just too much…

The need for my best friend...

The stories I want to share…

The encouragement I crave…

The gifts you used to bare…

The ways of your teasing…

The laughter I no longer hear…

The fi shing partner I so miss…

The knowing you’re gone is so surreal…

So…I begin to remember not just that you 

died…

But that you lived…

And that your life gave me memories too 

beautiful to forget...

I’ll never not remember you!

-Forever and always,

Sherry

take a break
> GAME

Crossword Answer

CLUES ACROSS
1. Database management system
5. Medical procedures
11. __ Clapton, musician
12. Defender
16. Exert oneself
17. Indicates position
18. Prevents river overfl ow
19. Atrocities
24. Mister
25. Ends
26. Slope or tilt
27. Taxi
28. The very ends
29. Actor Sean
30. Japanese persimmon
31. Sours
33. Benefi ciary
34. Baseball offi cial
38. Muddy, boggy ground
39. Not worldly
40. Actress Lathan
43. Soil
44. __-Cola
45. Asleep
49. __ Angeles
50. Give birth to a child
51. Beach shelter
53. Commercial
54. Taste property
56. Local jurisdictions
58. It cools your home
59. Dismounted from a horse
60. Charge with a crime
63. Close in
64. Spoke
65. Famed garden

CLUES DOWN
1. Draw a scene
2. Its sultan is famous
3. Unlucky accident
4. A way to ski
5. Abba __, Israeli politician
6. Saw
7. “Westworld” actor Harris
8. Belonging to me
9. Shoelace tube
10. Takes to court
13. Early multimedia
14. In a way, produces
15. Bowlers
20. Of I
21. Equally
22. Gets some sun
23. A place to stay
27. Town in Galilee
29. Aronofsky fi lm
30. Klingon character, “Star Trek”
31. Equal to 100 square meters
32. Atomic #58
33. Arrived extinct
34. Loosen grip
35. A distinctive odor that is unpleasant
36. Membranes
37. Some is poisonous
38. Partner to Pa
40. Small brown gray rail
41. A salt or ester of acetic acid
42. Sodium
44. Military offi cial (abbr.)
45. Lighted
46. Took off
47. All
48. Ohio city
50. More abject
51. A radio band
52. Controversial tech product (abbr.)

54. Monetary unit
55. Passed with fl ying colors
57. A way to win a boxing match
61. The Golden State
62. Home of the Longhorns
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OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Susanna (Susie) Thiessen
1927 – 2023

Susie passed away shortly after midnight on Wednesday July 5, 
2023. She had reached the age of 95 years, 11 months. Her mother 
taught her the prayer “Lieber Heiland mach mich from daz ich in 
den Himmel komm.”

Susie was born on August 9, 1927 in Chortitz, the 10th child of 
John and Maria Thiessen, they named her Susanna. She started 
school in Chortitz when she was six years old and completed 
grade 10. She knew no English when she started school but she 
learned to speak and read English in a very short time. She loved to 
read and has read hundreds of books over the years. This was her 
entertainment as she did not have, or care for a television although 
sometimes she liked to watch Jeopardy with Annie. The teacher 

told her father that she was the smartest student in his class. In school, they had half an hour 
of religion every day. The teacher told them Bible stories and they had catechism once a week. 
Once Susie got a strapping because she had not memorized her catechism. She was baptized in 
the Old Colony Church by Bishop Jacob Froese upon the confession of her faith in Jesus Christ. 
She was a faithful and loyal member of the church. When she got older, she stopped attending 
because she became very hard of hearing and couldn’t understand what was being said. She 
received visits from the ministers and deacons and they had communion with her. She read her 
Bible regularly. Susie, her sister, Agnes and brother, John lived with their parents on the farm in 
the village of Chortitz. They all worked together to run the small dairy and grain farm. Susie loved 
gardening so could most often be found tending vegetables in the big garden and of course 
her lovely flower gardens. Susie loved flowers and had rows of hollyhocks, morning glories, 
gladiolas, and four o’clocks would line the driveway. Some of her nieces say they must have 
gotten their love of gardening from her. Susie loved her nieces and nephews and she liked to 
spoil them. The children that went to school in Chortitz would often have lunch at the house and 
another favourite was faspa on Sunday afternoons. They also enjoyed playing in a large sandbox 
and she didn’t mind when they got a little dirty. Susie loved family gatherings and never missed 
one. She also wanted to ensure that her nieces and nephews would inherit something one day. In 
1991 Susie, John and Agnes retired to Winkler. After John passed away, Susie and Agnes moved 
into a brand-new condo at Oakview Terrace. Here she made many friends and loved visiting and 
playing games with her neighbours. After Agnes passed away her sister, Anne moved to a condo 
at Oakview Terrace and for the last three years Anne spent the night with her so could continue 
to live at home. Susie also loved to travel and went on numerous bus trips to the Maritimes, New 
Orleans and California to name a few. She also kept busy by volunteering at the MCC store for a 
number of years. She embroidered many school bags and at age 95 she was still embroidering 
quilt squares. 

Susie was very sick in December 2019 and was placed in assisted living and paneled for Salem. 
With her stubborn nature and the Lord’s help Susie found a way to get better and move back to 
Oakview Terrace in May 2020 and when Salem called, she was able to decline the available room. 
As a family we are very thankful for the service of Kathy Harder who was employed to provide 
care for Susie. Thanks to Kathy’s compassionate care Susie was able to return home after being 
placed in assisted living and she lived on her own for the past three years. It was a family effort 
ensuring her needs were met with John Dyck and Anna Wieler running many errands for her. You 
knew she was loved as nieces and nephews made a point of stopping by for a visit whenever 
they could. Susie was hospitalized on June 1st and decided that she was ready to go to her 
everlasting home. We are thankful for the excellent care provided by the staff at Boundary Trails 
Health Centre over the past five weeks. May God Bless you all!

Susie was predeceased by her parents, 10 siblings and is survived by her siblings, Peter, Anne 
and Betty.

We would like to thank Bishop John Wiebe, the song leaders, the ladies for serving the lunch 
and Wiebe Funeral Home.

Funeral service was held at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday July 9, 2023 at the Chortitz Old Colony 
Mennonite Church with interment at the Church Cemetery.

Patricia Humeniuk (nee Borkowski)
June 07, 1925 - July 05, 2023

It is with very saddened hearts that we announce the passing of 
Patricia Humeniuk on Wednesday, July 05, 2023 at the age of 98, 
with her family by her side.

Patricia was predeceased by her loving husband, Waldy, their 
son, Ivan (Carolyn) Humeniuk and their daughter, Jo-Ann (Mike) 
Gogal.

Left to survive Patricia are her daughter, Rosemarie (Garry) 
Haggerty, her three grandchildren, Patrick (Tanis) Haggerty, Jodi 
(Andrew) Terhoch and Landon (Lucia) Gogal. Patricia also leaves 
behind four great-grandchildren: Teagan, Kiera, Sienna and 
Easton.

Patricia was born in Poland in 1925 and was the eldest of three 
girls. Her family immigrated to the Ethelbert area when she was 10 years old. She met Waldy 
while he was teaching school in the Dauphin area and they were married in 1945. In the early 
years as a family they moved to several communities throughout Manitoba for Waldy’s teaching 
career. During this period, Patricia’s focus was on raising their three children. In 1965, the family 
moved to Swan River where they spent the next 20 years. Patricia was able to finally settle down 
and become part of the community. While her children and the church remained her focus, it was 
here that she began a career in retail. When Waldy retired in 1985, they moved to Morden to be 
closer to family, especially the grandchildren. They enjoyed several winters at their second home 
in Texas. They became active members of the St. John Roman Catholic Church in Morden where 
they attended mass daily. Patricia initiated the idea of making perogies to raise money to help pay 
for a new church, a fundraising effort that the parishioners still continue. The two most important 
things in Patricia’s life always remained God and family. She was a much talked about cook 
and baker (especially her apple pies, donuts and perogies) and she had the best garden in the 
neighbourhood. She maintained a warm and welcoming home with her kitchen as the gathering 
place for family and friends. She took pride in cooking the traditional Ukrainian Christmas and 
Easter dishes with recipes she taught to her family. Her beautiful sweaters, afghans and slippers 
will always keep her loved ones warm. Patricia was a very thoughtful and caring person. She will 
be sadly missed and thought of fondly by all those who knew her.

The family thanks Patricia’s special angels at Tabor Home—Joy, Halyna, May and Lea. Also a 
thank you to her faithful friends Alice and Judy.

Funeral Mass was celebrated on Monday, July 10, 2023 in the St. John Roman Catholic Church 
in Morden. Interment followed at Chapel Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Home, Winkler
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
In care of arrangements
wiebefuneralhomes.com

Ph: (204) 325-4433
Cell: (204) 325-6230
Fax: (204) 325-4484

For more listing  www.billklassen.com/nextlot 

Live Auction for the Henry Wiebe Estate
July 22, 10am from Plum Coulee. 

306 & Government road,  2 mile north on 306   then 1 east on 15 N and ½ north. 
IHC 966 Diesel cab, factory 3 pth, Leon loader, w/ 7 ft bucket, unit  runs very well, 
shifts and drives in all gears with working TA,  Low houred machine. Massey Fer-
guson C 2400  Compact FWA, tractor w. 54 in belly mount mower. Joy stick only 
386 hrs. SOME SHOP LIKE WELDER, AIR COMPRESSOR,  caldern feed cooker, 16 ft 
car hauler trailer,   all the household items, washers dryer, living room , etc.  See our 
list and photos at billklassen.com NOTE  THIS AUCTION  will mark the day of  55 
YEARS IN THE AUCTION BUSINESS for Bill Klassen  SO LUNCH IS ON US Free lunch 
till is gone, Come on down.  Family contact Lenard Wiebe 204-362-0851. 

Bill Klassen Auctioneers  204-325-4433 office 204-325-6230cell   

AUCTIONS

Classifieds
Announcements

Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

Remember Your Loved Ones  with an Announcement in the 

Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Eden's Community Friends Program is looking for volunteers
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A program that has been building 
bridges in the community for nearly 
50 years is looking for volunteers.

Eden Health Care Services’ Com-
munity Friends Program is hoping to 
regrow its volunteer roster now that 
the pandemic is behind us.

The upheaval of the past few years 
saw them lose a number of volun-
teers, but the need is as great as it ever 
was, shares Irma Klassen, Eden’s co-
ordinator of volunteers.

“The purpose of this program is to 
assist staff  in helping clients of Eden 
programs cope with specifi c areas of 
socialization and/or adjustment to 
community living through a one-on-
one relationship between a volunteer 
and an individual coping with mental 
health issues,” she explains.

“These are people living in the com-
munity,” Klassen says. “So a request 
will come from one of our community 
services workers at Pathways [which 
runs Eden’s community-based men-
tal health programs] or the housing 
program.”

An Eden staff  supervisor works 
with the client and the volunteer to 
come up with a game plan for what 
the client hopes to get out of the rela-
tionship. 

“It really begins with establishing 
a friendship,” Klassen says. “And 
then the staff  supervisor will iden-
tify specifi c things this person maybe 
needs some help with, like navigating 
shopping or being introduced to the 
library. Sometimes it’s just simply go-
ing out for coff ee or getting together 
to do a puzzle, going to a hockey 
game.

“Through sharing these activities, 
clients receive much-needed support 

and encouragement to regain self-
confi dence and self-worth,” she adds, 
noting volunteers serve as role mod-
els of someone living independently 
and coping well in life. “By connect-
ing with a friend, opportunity is giv-
en for the client to return to a more 
fulfi lling, normalized life that may 
result in building better relationships 
with others.”

How often participants in the pro-
gram meet is up to them.

“It really is something that depends 
on the client and the volunteer,” Klas-
sen says, noting the pair might get to-
gether once or twice a week or a few 
times a month—whatever works best 
for their respective schedules.

The program asks for a three to 
six-month time commitment from 
volunteers, though many successful 
matches have run for years. In other 
cases, a volunteer may be with a cli-
ent for a time and then move on to 
another once the relationship has run 
its course.

Alvina Reimer has been involved 
with the program for 14 years. She be-
gan volunteering after retiring from 
her clerical job at Eden.

“I’ve had the same Community 
Friend for all these years,” she says, 
noting in the early years they would 
go out together for coff ee and walks 
regularly. These days Reimer more of-
ten visits her friend in her home.

“It’s a connection. It breaks up her 
day or her week,” Reimer says, noting 
she gets a lot out of the relationship 
as well just “knowing you’ve made a 
diff erence for somebody.”

It gives you a diff erent perspective 
on the impact mental illness can have 
on a person, she observes. 

“That person that used to be well, 
that person is still there. It’s just she’s 

got an illness and sometimes you 
have to look for who is the person 
that’s inside.”

Fallon Tanguay was a Community 
Friends volunteer for four years pre-
COVID and is hoping to get back into 
it again in the near future.

“The thing that I really liked about 
this particular volunteer opportunity 
was just the fact that you get to meet 
with one person individually one-on-
one and really build a relationship, a 
deeper connection with person,” she 
says, noting mental health is some-
thing she’s always had an interest in. 
Tanguay also works at Eden Health 
Care Services.

“I think a huge part of mental health 
is getting out there and connecting,” 
she says. “When we’re struggling 
with our mental health, that’s one of 

the hardest things to do, but it’s one 
of the best things we can do.

“I think it was mutually benefi cial in 
that way: I was getting out and doing 
stuff  with her and getting involved 
in our community, and then she was 
also able to get out into the commu-
nity and have someone to chat with.”

To learn more about the Community 
Friends Program, contact Klassen at 
204-325-4525 ex. 3253 or via email to  
iklassen@edenhealthcare.ca.

If this program doesn’t suit you, 
Klassen notes they have many other 
ways of volunteering at Eden, includ-
ing chapel accompanist, chapel lead-
ers, volunteer drivers, the therapy 
dog program, providing entertain-
ment or presentations for patients, 
and assisting with other activities at 
Eden.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Irma Klassen, Eden's coordinator of volunteers, is looking for people to take part 

in the Community Friends Program.

By Ty Dilello

The Pembina Triangle Trap Club 
hosted the Manitoba Provincial Ju-
nior Trap Shooting Championship on 
June 25.

Thirty-seven shooters ranging in age 
from 12-18 descended on the Roland 
area club. Good conditions prevailed 
on the day with a little wind to make 
the targets dance.

“Things ran very smoothly other 
than a little wind which made the 
targets tougher, but everything went 
very well,” said  the club’s Tyler 
Brown. “With the provincials being 
over now, we will continue to be open 

Thursdays at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 1 
p.m. We always welcome new shoot-
ers, even if they have never touched a 
fi rearm before.”

Kelsey Gloor of Brandon won the 
girls’ division with an 85 out of 100, 
Nic Neufeld of Morden won the boy’s 
title by shooting a 93 out of 100, Jill 
Goff  from Elm Creek School who won 
the girl’s novice trophy, and Karissa 
Giesbrecht of Miami won the girl’s 
open trophy.

Goff , who is going into Gr. 10, 
has only been trap shooting for six 
months.

“I would not have been able to do 
it without all the amazing coaches at 

Pembina Triangle Trap Club and all 
the fantastic people in the sport who 
have helped me along the way,” she 
said. “I got involved in this amazing 
sport through the Manitoba High 
School Rodeo Association ... and it is 
quickly becoming one of my favou-
rites.

“I felt as though all my hard work 
and practice over the past few months 
has paid off  even though it just started 
to come together in the past weeks,” 
said Goff . “As for future events, I am 
hoping to attend the High School Ro-
deo Association Canadian Finals and 
am considering attending the Mani-
toba Trapshooting Association Pro-

vincial Championships in Brandon.”
Giesbrecht, who is also going into 

Gr. 10, was shooting in competition 
for just the second time. She did the 
event because she wanted to learn 
how to shoot without a mount to rest 
her gun on.

“I loved the last event because it 
happened right where I practice,” she 
said. “When I was called up to collect 
my trophy, I felt so happy because I 
knew that all my family would be so 
proud and that for me is the most re-
warding thing about winning.” 

Locals victorious at Junior Trap Provincials



ALTONA AUTO DEALERS

Delwyn 
Doerksen

Vic 
Loewen

Mhel 
Lacuata

Ray 
Loewen

Michelle 
Wiebe

1-877-324-8513 
204-324-6494

 www.westparkgm.com Permit # 5680
Permit 
#5353

rhinelandcar.com     60 Main Street, Altona

0.99% Financing APR Up To 60 Months 
O.A.C. or $6500 Cash Available. Offer 

Valid Until July 1-16/2023 and July 28-31/2023

BRAND NEW 2022 Bronco 
Sport Outer Banks Edition

NEW 2023 F-150 XLT

Price JUST IN
 3.7L V6, 6-Speed Manual Transmission, Pony 
Pkg, GT Rear Decklid Spoiler, Heated Leather 
Seats, Shaker Audio System, Winter Tires & 

Rims. Km 156,540 - Stk#CT013B

Price JUST IN
 2.0L I4 GTDI, FWD, Automatic, Heated Cloth Seats, 

Appearance Pkg, Nav, Remote Start, SE Tech/MY Ford 

Touch Pkg, Reverse Camera, Winter Tires & Rims. 
Km 114,118 - Stk#CL016A

Price $61,900
3.5L EcoBoost V6, 4X4, Heated & Cooled Leather 

Seats, 2nd Row Heated Seats, Adaptive Cruise Control, 
Twin Panel Moonroof, Spray-In Bedliner, One Owner.

Km 37,249 - Stk#CT036A

P i JUST INP i JUSST IN
2014 MUSTANG COUPE PREMIUM

2020 RANGER XLT

2013 FUSION SE

ii $$

2020 F-150 KING RANCH

MSRP $49,819 Discount $3,400

Sale Price $46,419

 0.99% APR 
FINANCING

Price JUST IN
  3.5L V6, 4WD, Heated & Cooled Leather Seats, 

Remote Start, Power Liftgate, Twin Panel 

Moonroof, Dual DVD Headrest Local Trade.
Km 111,345 - Stk#CT055B

Price JUST IN
3.5L V6, 4X4, 7 Passenger, 2nd Row Captain 

Chairs, Heated & Cooled Leather Seats, 
Headrest DVD Entertainment, New Tires.

Km 112,125 - Stk#BT105B

2017 EXPLORER LIMITED2017 EXPEDITION MAX PLATINUM

Price JUST IN
2.3L EcoBoost, 4x4, Heated Cloth Seats, Remote Start, 

Trailer Tow Pkg, Moulded Mud Flaps, Lane Keeping 8-Way 
Power Driver Seat. Spray-In Bedliner. One Owner. 

Km 69,444 - Stk#CL018

NEW 2023 Chevy Malibu Demo.
LT with remote start, 

Dual Zone A/C, Rear Camera

$1200.00 Demo CREDIT

NEW 2023 GMC Terrain Demo.
SLE with All Wheel Drive, 
Pwr. Seat, Heated Seats

$1200.00 Demo CREDIT  

Stock # 
147528

Stock # 
155602

We have new stock arriving regularly, so our
Demo & ’22 models must be CLEARED now …
$$$$$$$$$$$ See us today for Summer 

Adventure SAVINGS $$$$$$$$$$$

NEW 2022 Chevy 2500 
HD Duramax Diesel 

All of the above prices include Theft and Tire/Rim Protection

Finance at .49% for up to 72 months O.A.C.

Stock # 
642151

Stock # 
241006

NEW 2022 GMC 
Crew Cab 4x4 Demo
With Turbomax engine, auto. trans., 

air cond., trailering equipment 
& more. Demo with under 6000 kms

Current MSRP $60,494.00

SUMMER DEMO 
CLEARANCE SPECIAL … 
$49,959.00 + tax

with Allison Trans., True North 
Edition, Pwr. Seat & more

New truck with full warranty.
Current MSRP $85,261.00

SUMMER 2022 
MODEL CLEARANCE … 

$76,985.00 + tax
Ask about finance options.
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