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Buyers please check your spam/junk folder if you do not receive an invoice within a couple of hours after 

the auction closes. Items not picked up that day will be at the yard at the buyers discretion.

news > sports > opinion > community > people > entertainment > events > classifi eds > careers > everything you need to know

Welcome to the Manitoba Sunflower Festival!

YOUR HOME FOR FULL SERVICE 
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS 
PHONE: (204) 325-0641

Open Monday through Saturday. 
Call Shane or James at 

204-325-0641 today to see 
how we can take care of you.

BIG SAVINGS 
ON CLEARANCE 

TIRES! 
SELECT SIZES. 

CALL FOR DETAILS
204-325-0641

SAVE ON 
Castrol Oil Change
$20 off Synthetic

$10 off Conventional

THURSDAY, 

JULY 21, 2022
VOLUME 1 EDITION 21

altonavoice.ca

Locally owned & operated - dedicated to serving our communities

oiceoiceVoiceV

Fun in the sunFun in the sun

The Gretna Hot The Gretna Hot 

Spot Festival Spot Festival 

featured lots of featured lots of 

fun and activities fun and activities 

under some very under some very 

warm weather last warm weather last 

weekend. For more weekend. For more 

photos, check out photos, check out 

Pg. 21Pg. 21

SUPPLIED PHOTOSUPPLIED PHOTO



2   The Voice  Thursday, July 21, 2022

http://www.oakviewgolf.ca/

Manitoba Sunflower Festival returns this weekend
By Ty Dilello

Altona is the place to be this week-
end as the community celebrates the 
long-awaited return of the Manitoba 
Sunfl ower Festival.

Taking place from Friday, July 22 to 
Sunday, July 24, the event aims to pro-
vide all-out fun.

Eric Hildebrand, recreation services 
manager for the Town of Altona, sings 
its praises as a true family-friendly 
festival.

“Our hope is that Altona and sur-
rounding area residents are ready 
to come out to celebrate and enjoy a 
weekend of fun,” he said. “And if our 
Canada Day celebrations were any 
indication, we think we’ll see large 
numbers of people over the festival 
weekend. 

“Our planning committee is always 
trying to organize a few things for all 
age groups, with an overall focus on 
families. We feel that given the con-
densed planning time, we’ve been 
able to put a fantastic weekend to-
gether.”

There are several free stage shows in 
Centennial Park planned, including 
The Piano Kings on Friday night. The 

Winnipeg-based entertainers perform 
the hits of icons Elton John and Billy 
Joel.

The Teakle Family Circus will also 
be performing feats of juggling and 
other circus arts on Saturday at 3 p.m.

Anchoring the Saturday evening  
stage entertainment is country/folk 
musician Don Amero.

Amero is a three-time Juno nomi-
nated artist who last year took home 
male artist of the year, interactive art-
ist of the year, and event of the year 
nods from the Manitoba Country Mu-
sic Awards.

His hit singles that have garnered 
plenty of attention include “Let 
you,” “My Poor Mama,” “Wasn’t The 
Dress,” “Music Lover,” and many 
more.

“We are confi dent that he’s going to 
deliver an outstanding performance,” 
noted Alex Loewen, festival co-chair 
and entertainment coordinator.

Saturday night on the stage will also 
feature the crowning of the 2022 Man-
itoba Sunfl ower Festival Queen at 10 
p.m. 

Sunday’s stage lineup begins with 
the community worship service at 
10:30 a.m. followed by an afternoon 

of Music in the Park from acts that in-
clude Tim Friesen, Brett Schulz, and 
the Brothers Keep from 1-6 p.m.

Away from the stage, there’s no 
shortage of activities for every mem-
ber of the family.

To name a few, there’s a 55+ slo-
pitch softball tournament happening 
in Altona Park, artwork at Gallery in 
the Park all weekend long, fun and 
games with the local fi re department 
(including a truck pull Saturday after-
noon), a craft market in the arena and 
a farmer’s market by the park, the gi-
ant Saturday morning parade, Xtreme 
Dog Show performances,  Legends 
Car Club’s Show in the Park, Extreme 
Motocross, the old-time dance at the 
Pioneer Centre, and, of course, a huge 
fi reworks show Saturday night.

Festival co-chair Justin Friesen urg-
es people to visit the festival website 
(manitobasunfl owerfestival.ca) and 
its pages on Facebook and Instagram 
to stay on top of any scheduling 
changes through the weekend.

“We have a large amount of events, 
entertainment, and activities planned, 
which can all be found in our colour 
brochure, which was included in the 

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
Park Stage entertainers include 

country crooner Don Amero (above) 

and the Piano Kings. There’s also a 

host of other events on tap for the 

weekend, including the motocross 

(right), Saturday morning parade 

(below) a fi re truck pull, fi reworks 

show, and more.

Voice newspaper distribution, and 
we’ll have extra copies at a few loca-
tions in town and of course at the fes-
tival info booth,” he said.

This community celebration is only 
made possible with the support of 
the community at large, noted Altona 
special events coordinator Brittany 
Winkler.

“A weekend like the Sunfl ower Fes-
tival cannot happen without the ef-
forts of the committee and, of course, 
volunteers to put on the events,” she 
said. “The festival has again received 
outstanding support from the Town 
and the local businesses, and it’s re-
ally been exciting to see everyone ex-
press their enthusiasm. 

“It’s been a few years, and we are 
looking forward to celebrating all 
things community,” Winkler said. 
“Whether you’re an Altona and area 
resident, former resident, or a visitor, 
come and enjoy the festival.”
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Newcomers 
hit the pool
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A grant from the Manitoba Coalition 
for Safer Waters got 50 newcomer 
children and adults into the water at 
the Winkler Aquatic Centre this sum-
mer.

The pool teamed up with Regional 
Connections’s Settlement Worker in 
Schools (SWIS) program to off er free 
swimming lessons over several days 
earlier this month.

“Refugees and newcomers are ac-
tually at the highest risk of drown-
ing, and we take that very seriously,” 
said Aubrey Krahn, SWIS settlement 
worker. 

SWIS has a summer fi lled with activ-
ities planned for immigrant families, 
she noted, and these swimming les-
sons were a great way to kick things 
off .

“When we do our summer pro-
gramming and we want to take them 
to the beach or something we want 
to make sure that everyone has their 
basic swimming skills and can be safe 
in the water,” she said. “There were 
six kids that I know of that had nev-
er swam at all before. And now they 
have mastered it.

“One kid was just telling me that 
they went to a hotel in Winnipeg and 
they had a pool there. Their mom had 
never swam before, so they got their 
mom in the pool and they were teach-
ing her how to swim. That’s the kind 
of thing we were hoping for.”

Registration for the limited spots in 
the session fi lled up fast; within 48 
hours they had a waiting list. They 
hope to be able to off er the program 
again next summer.

“Hopefully next year we can do two 
sessions and gear one of them to the 
parents,” Krahn said, noting they had 
a couple adults take part this time 
around.

“This has been a really big hit,” she 
said. “The safety part of it is big for 
us, but it’s also great for integration. 
People are meeting new people.”

The lessons gave the Josephson sis-
ters—Ifeoluwa, 10, and Oluwakemi 
13—a great deal more confi dence in 
the water.

Both recall taking a few swimming 
lessons in their native Nigeria years 
ago, but they haven’t really had the 
chance to hone those skills since.

“I thought I wouldn’t like it,” Olu-
wakemi admitted. “But, honestly, it’s 
kind of fun and I did learn a lot of 
stuff . This brought back all the skills 
I had.

“I had completely forgotten every-
thing,” added Ifeoluwa, noting she 
was very little when she fi rst learned 
how to swim. “We learned fl oating, 
swimming ... I feel more confi dent in 
the water now.”

Oluwakemi said her favourite part 
was seeing the progress day after day.

“One day you realize, oh, I can 
swim, and you know you can do it. It 
feels real good.”

“My favourite part was the slide,” 
chimed in Ifeoluwa, “because it was 
terrifying at fi rst but then it got easier 

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/
VOICE

Immigrant children got the chance 

to learn how to swim this summer 

thanks to a program hosted by 

Regional Connections and the Winkler 

Aquatic Centre with funding from the 

Manitoba Coalition for Safer Waters. 

By the last day of lessons, the kids 

were all feeling pretty comfortable in 

the water, despite some having never 

swam before in their lives.

once you knew how.”
Eight-year-old Yashika Moudgil also 

feels like she learned a lot, and it’s 
helped her to no longer fear the water.

“At fi rst I was a bit scared, but then 
I was fi ne,” she said, noting she’d 
recommend the program to any kids 

considering it next summer.
The lessons were made possible 

thanks to the $2,500 grant the pool 
received from the Manitoba Coalition 
for Safer Waters. It covered the cost of  

Continued on page 7
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HearCANADA.ca
*Complimentary hearing consultations valid for those over 50. Not applicable 
  on third party claims. Other restrictions apply, please see clinic for details.

A new standard of hearing health care for Canadians has arrived. 

HearCANADA combines the latest hearing technology with 

audiological expertise and friendly, local service to make taking 

charge of your hearing health easier and more convenient than 

ever before.

Now you can upgrade from advanced to premium technology for 

only $150. Contact your local HearCANADA clinic to schedule 

your free* in-person hearing evaluation today.

THE HEARING CARE 
OF TOMORROW 
IS HERE, CANADA

Crocus Place: 
320 Main St., Winkler, MB

866-559-4528

Morden-Winkler Tim Hortons restaurants celebrate Camp Day
By Lorne Stelmach

The local restaurants in Winkler and 
Morden joined Tim Hortons outlets 

across the country last Wednesday in 
helping raise money to send kids to 
camp.

July 13 marked the return of Tim 

Hortons Camp Day where all of the 
proceeds from hot and iced coff ee 
support sending youth from under 
served communities to Tims Camps. 

It was extra special this year as they 
were free from pandemic restrictions 
for the occasion, so there were a va-
riety of guest servers able 
to be on hand once again 
to help out.

“The last two years it’s 
been very low profi le, so 
it’s great to be back where 
we can have guests and 
make it work like we 
used to,” said Jeff  Do-
erksen, who operates the 
Morden-Winkler  restau-
rants alongside his wife 
Linda.

The fundraising eff ort 
started a couple weeks 
ago, he noted, when cus-
tomers were able to support Tim Hor-
tons Foundation Camps by purchas-
ing a Camp Day bracelet for $2 or a 
pair of camp-themed socks for $5.

The big push then came last Wednes-
day with Camp Day, an initiative that 
has raised over $225 million in its 30-
year history and helped Tim Hortons 

Foundation Camps send more than 
300,000 kids to camp.

The program typically supports 
two kids per store, working with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters to fi nd local youth 
to be campers.

“It’s our largest fundraiser of the 
year to support the 
children’s camps 
that Tim Hortons 
has across the coun-
try,” said Doerksen. 
“It gets kids off  
to camp who nor-
mally wouldn’t be 
able to aff ord that 
program, and it’s a 
multi-year program 
so local kids are 
chosen and it’s for 
up to fi ve years of 
annual return.

“Our guests in the 
two communities have been amaz-
ing,” he noted. “Linda and I have 
been in the business now for 18 years, 
and we just can’t say enough about 
the support from these two commu-
nities.” PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Morden Police Chief Brad Neduzak was one of the celebrity guests on hand to 

man the drive-thru at the local Tim Hortons during Camp Day last week.

“OUR GUESTS IN THE 

TWO COMMUNITIES 

HAVE BEEN AMAZING 

... WE JUST CAN’T 

SAY ENOUGH ABOUT 

THE SUPPORT.”
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CAMERON FRIESEN, MLA
Serving Morden—Winkler
in the Manitoba Legis lature

108 A - 8th St, Morden, MB R6M 1Y7
204-822-1088
info@cameronfriesen.ca

Ser
in t

Member of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba

Central Manitoba Tourism hires new executive director
By Ashleigh Viveiros

There’s a new but familiar face at the 
helm of Central Manitoba Tourism 
these days.

The agency, which represents 15 
communities across southern Mani-
toba, welcomed Shane Neufeld as its 
new executive director last week.

Neufeld has spent the past year 
heading up the Explore Morden Win-
kler tourism group. It’s a part-time 
role he’ll keep on top of this new job 
with Central Manitoba Tourism.

“I wanted to make tourism promo-
tion a full-time job and Explore Mor-
den Winkler just isn’t big enough yet 
for that, so putting these two together 
was a no-brainer,” Neufeld said. 

Both positions have a great deal of 
overlap, he noted, as the two agencies 
each seek to promote the many attrac-
tions the region has to off er to visitors 
and locals alike.

“With Central Manitoba Tourism, 
it’s a lot of the same stuff  I was doing 
for Explore Morden Winkler, just a lit-
tle bit more expanded.”

Central Manitoba Tourism board 
chair June Letkeman said Neufeld’s 
work in the Morden-Winkler area 
made him a top choice when they 
were on the hunt for a new leader for 
the regional organization.

“We just thought this would be a 

good fi t and we’re thrilled to have 
him,” she said.

There were some initial concerns 
raised by a few board members as 
to whether there would be a confl ict 
between his two jobs—one focusing 
on a smaller area, the other on the re-
gion as a whole—but Letkeman said 
they’re now confi dent that won’t be a 
problem.

“He assured us that he can work 
for both of us and I really trust that 
he will,” she said. “I think it’s great 
because he has worked with Travel 
Manitoba already and he’s already 
familiar with all the summer student 
programs available, because we have 
a student working with us too. He re-
ally knows what he’s doing with all 
this and he’s very good at promoting 
our area.”

The past few years have been chal-
lenging ones for anyone involved 
with tourism, and Central Manitoba 
Tourism is eager to move forward to 
better days.

“Hopefully now we’ve got things 
back on track and we’re going to try 
our very best to do the best we can to 
promote our region,” Letkeman said. 
“Because now with the high cost of 
fuel, people are going to be staying in 
our province and looking for things to 
do closer to home. And there’s lots to 
do in our area. We have such a won-

There’s no other region quite like 
Central Manitoba, Neufeld observed.

“Where else can you go where you 
can see for absolutely miles but then 
also travel a few kilometres down the 
road and there be hills and valleys? 
It’s just a beautiful place to see and 
more people defi nitely need to check 
it out.”

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Shane Neufeld started in his new 

role as executive director of Central 

Manitoba Tourism last week.

derful area.”
A big part of Neufeld’s job is getting 

the word out about what all there is to 
do in Central Manitoba.

To that end, the much-delayed re-
gional summer travel guide is slated 
to be released this month. Neufeld 
said he’ll also be working hard to pro-
mote the many upcoming communi-
ty festivals and other summer events 
and attractions.

“It’s been obviously quite hard 
for everyone over the last couple of 
years,” he noted. “I believe drawing 
people to our communities now is 
just as important as it was before the 
pandemic, if not more.”

In September, the agency will pres-
ent its 2022 tourism awards, which  
seek to recognize top local events, vol-
unteers, marketing eff orts, and other 
related categories. Nominations for 
the awards are due by July 30. Details 
are available at centralmbtourism.ca.

22074mc0
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I
f you are looking to watch a 
fantastic and entertaining 
new series with wondrous 
storytelling and amazing, 
relevant cultural implica-

tions look no further than Ms. 
Marvel, one of my wife and 
I’s favorite new shows on Dis-
ney+.

The series pres-
ents the story of 
superhero ob-
sessed teen fangirl 
Kamala Khan who 
has a particular ob-
session with Cap-
tain Marvel. Khan 
is a teen growing 
up as the child of 
Pakistani Muslim 
immigrants in New Jersey. By the end 

of the fi rst episode Khan fi nds herself 
in control of her own superhero abili-
ties, and so the story goes. 

It’s an incredible show full of diver-
sity, female empowerment, humour, 
coming-of-age teenage angst, and 
quality writing ... which is likely why 
it has the smallest audience for a Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe (MCU) series 
premiere at about 775,000 viewers.

Interestingly, Ms. Marvel, which fea-
tures the incredible talent of fi rst-time 
Canadian actress Iman Vellani and 
many others, is the highest reviewed 
Marvel project of any preceding MCU 
property—either movie or televi-
sion—on Rotten Tomatoes at 96 per 
cent. 

That’s right : critics like it better than 
Iron Man, Captain America, Thor, The 
Avengers ... and literally every other 
MCU property to date.

So what’s the deal with the lower 
than average premiere numbers? I 
mean, it is half of Hawkeye’s 1.5 mil-

lion viewers and well below Loki’s 
2.5 million. 

Well, I have a theory or two (you 
knew I would). 

First of all, to the critics. Right now 
many (mostly white guys young and 
old) in the MCU fan base are whin-
ing in their comments about the show 
and how “critics don’t know any-
thing.” Now I would agree that you 
cannot trust the judgement of any 
single source of info, which is why I 
like to go to aggregators like Rotten 
Tomatoes which takes the entirety of 
critical opinion and presents an aver-
age score.

Right away I tend to disregard the 
vocal trolls in the fan base sobbing 
about “woke culture” and focus in on 
some numbers. 

For instance while Ms. Marvel has a 
low view count for the premier it actu-
ally has the largest number of viewers 

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.
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distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
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Government of Canada in 2021.
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Ms. Marvel is the future

By Peter 
Cantelon

A SAFE MORDEN-WINKLER BIKE 

PATH IS NEEDED
Dr. Alain Kolt’s letter of Thursday, 

July 7, especially resonated with our 
family, for a few reasons. 

Firstly, we live on the “Alvey Is-
land” and have watched, during the 
past six weeks, people continuing to 
cross what is left of that bridge on 
foot, or with their bicycles. The nar-
row strip of cement that is left could 
crumble anytime, resulting in injury, 

given what is left of that bridge,  yet 
I understand why they don’t want to 
go the much longer way around. 

Secondly, my husband bikes to 
work and back in Winkler every day. 
At least he did, until last week. He 
will not bike on the extremely busy 
highway, even though it would be a 
much easier ride, due to safety con-
cerns, so he takes the back gravel 
road. 

Dogs charging out, barking aggres-
sively, never make for a stress-free 

ride, and last week this happened 
again, resulting in him being thrown 
from his bike. He is now recovering 
at home, off  work, with a broken 
leg. He concludes he was lucky not 
to have been run over by a vehicle 
while he lay stunned on that road, 
given how dusty and busy it is.

We have talked for more years than 
I can count about creating a safe 
path for bikers, walkers, joggers, 

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7
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in the 20-24 year old bracket of any 
MCU property. This is gold from 
a marketing perspective because 
companies are always looking for 
the next wave of audience members 
as the current one ages.

“How old could the audience 
possibly be for a comic book based 
franchise?” you wonder.

Well, let us take a look. 
Arguably the foundation and 

launch pad for the MCU was Robert 
Downey Jr.’s super successful Iron-
man fi lm that came out 15 years ago 
in 2007. That prized youthful 20-24 
year old demographic then is now 
almost 40 years old. Not so youthful 
anymore. 

One could say that Ms. Marvel 
is this new generation’s Ironman 
in a way. In fact not only is it very 
popular amongst the young, it also 
scored high amongst diverse demo-
graphics as well.

“Ms. Marvel is by far the most 
popular show among more diverse 
audiences, over-indexing among 
Black, Hispanic, and Asian house-

holds,” said Cole Strain, VP at Sam-
ba TV.

In a nutshell Ms. Marvel is exact-
ly where Disney and Marvel want 
it to be—very popular in the cov-
eted and growing younger viewer 
demographics range—and I expect 
it will become a model for future 
properties. 

Still, it’s annoying that the older 
and whiter audiences are not click-
ing with it but hey, in the words of 
Kamala Khan: “It’s not really the 
brown girls from Jersey City who 
save the world.” 

It’s a statement loaded with pro-
found prescience because just as 
fi ctional character Ms. Marvel is out 
to prove that, yes, Pakistani Muslim 
immigrant girls from Jersey City can 
in fact change the world, so too is 
our very own Canadian talent Iman 
Vellani proving that Pakistani Mus-
lim immigrant girls from Markham 
can change the world.

Ms. Marvel is amazing and so is 
Iman Vellani. Watch it and you and 
your family will be better for it.

etc. to commute between Morden, 
Boundary Trails hospital, and Win-
kler. With so many people wanting 
to use non-motorized means to get 
from one place to the other, partic-
ularly with gas prices so high, and 
with the inherent dangers of biking 
on a four-lane highway or a busy 
back dusty gravel road with aggres-
sive dogs in more than one spot, it 
certainly makes sense to us to speed 
things up regarding this talked 

about bike path. 
Let’s make it a reality, not just an 

idea, that would save others  from 
injury and perhaps death. 

And please, keep your dogs on 
your own property. You have no 
idea if they are friendly or not when 
they charge out onto a road! 

Brian & Marlene Perrin, 
Morden

 >  LETTERS, FROM PG. 6
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Morden spray park waiting for recirculation system to arrive
By Lorne Stelmach

The Morden spray park has re-
mained closed this summer as work 
progresses on the installation of a 
system to collect and recirculate the 
water.

The need for it of course was high-
lighted last year when Morden and 
the region faced an extreme drought. 
The spray park had to be shut down 
then due to the amount of water used 
in its operation. 

This year the city has been dealing 
with the opposite problem: too much 
rain putting a strain on the lagoon 
system. As a result, the park has re-
mained closed until the upgrades can 
be made.

“You don’t think about it, but having 
it run even one day, it’s a lot of water,” 
noted Daniel Rocha, marketing and 

communications director for the City 
of Morden. “Because we have limited 
capacity on our lagoon and our sew-
er system, we cannot have it running 
until this new equipment arrives.

“We are hoping by the end of Sep-
tember it might be here, but we don’t 
have a fi rm timeline.”

The recirculation system will help 
protect Lake Minnewasta as the city’s 
main source of water by reducing the 
amount of water the park requires to 
operate as well as reducing the load 
on the sewer system, explained city 
staff .

“The recirculation system will re-
duce the water use from approxi-
mately 30,000 gallons on a hot sum-
mer day to 2,000 gallons. That’s a 
huge saving,” noted facilities manag-
er Tim Harsant. “The preparation for 
the project has started, and we’ll be 

 CITY OF MORDEN PHOTO
Clare Agnew, Morden-Winkler MLA Cameron Friesen, and Tim Harsant recently 

checked out the construction site at the Morden spray park, which is getting a 

new recirculation system to better conserve water.

getting the building ready for when 
the equipment arrives.”

The project carries an overall cost of 
over $300,000. The City of Morden is 
putting $210,000 towards it, while the 
rest is covered by a $75,000 Building 
Sustainable Communities provincial 
grant, a $20,000 donation from the 
Morden Thrift Store, $5,000 from En-
bridge and $3,000 from Scott Beattie 
Accounting

“Many organizations seem prepared 
to invest in the community, and we 
have felt those donations have been 

positive for the citizens of Morden. 
The spray park is one of those op-
portunities, and we are pleased to be 
able to support such a venture,” the 
accounting fi rm’s Josh Ginter said re-
cently. 

“After the drought in 2021, water 
conservation is rightly at the forefront 
of the community’s water-related in-
vestments and should be with us for 
the foreseeable future. We are very 
pleased to be a part of this communi-
ty venture.”

the pool rental and swim instructors 
and also allowed them to supply 
each participant with a pair of swim 
goggles.

Aquatic centre programmer Lani 
Ens noted they’ve hosted swim-
ming safety information nights for 
newcomers before, but this was an 
opportunity to do something more 
in-depth.

“With the water safety chats we do, 
it’s often geared towards the par-
ents so that they can tell their kids 
don’t go there or don’t do this in the 

water, but this time I was thinking 
maybe the kids would like lessons.”

Hearing that some of those kids are 
now sharing what they’ve learned 
with their parents, helping their en-
tire families feel more comfortable 
in the water, is pretty amazing, Ens 
said. 

“That is exactly why we did it ... 
now they know they can come to 
the pool, the lake, and be safe,” she 
said. “I could not be more happy 
with how the program has gone.”

 >  SWIMMING LESSONS, FROM PG. 3
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Morden decked-out for fall for Hallmark movie shoot
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden will have a starring role in a Hallmark 
movie production, and it will especially showcase 
a few of its historic fi eldstone homes.

A fi lm crew for the TV movie Pumpkin Everything 
set up shop in town last week and will be shooting 
here into next week.

It not only off ered an opportunity for residents 
to sign up as extras but also had a trio of heritage 
homes playing signifi cant roles as key settings, and 
the respective homeowners were more than happy 
to have their properties featured in the production.

“We are proud to have our neighbourhood fea-
tured in this fi lm. It’s nice that we can share the 
beauty of our 100-plus-year- old fi eldstone homes,” 
said Chris Krushel, who together with wife Lili 
owns Bellas Castle, one of three neighbouring loca-
tions chosen for the movie.

“There are not a lot of communities that have the 
stone buildings that Morden does ... so it is a good 
thing to publicize it, I think,” said Bevan Wiebe, who 
co-owns another of the homes with his wife Sandra. 
“If the work that we have done can be shared with 
the public in some way, I think it’s great ... and it 
will be fun to watch the movie.”

Peter Cantelon, who owns the third house be-
ing featured, noted these well-preserved heritage 
homes are part “of what sets Morden apart.

“The more we can do to recognize and preserve 
this stuff , I think the better it is for Morden,” he said.

Representatives for the movie did not return re-
quests for comment by press time.

Pumpkin Everything is based on the book of the 
same name by Beth Labonte and is part of the Au-
tumnboro romance series.

It follows the story of a brokenhearted novelist 
who returns home to her small town to care for her 
grandfather and fi nds herself reconnecting with her 
childhood sweatheart.

Pumpkin Everything is billed as a small town ro-

mance, and Morden is serving as a stand-in for the 
New Hampshire setting, with the three properties 
at the west end of Stephen Street seeming especially 
well-suited for it.

“I remember when the location scout came here 
a month ago, and as she was walking around the 
property, all she kept saying was, ‘Wow, this is just 
perfect,’” recalled Krushel.

“After a few meetings with the crew, it quickly be-
came a reality that we and a few other locations in 
the city had been chosen to begin fi lming immedi-
ately,” he said. “We were also being cast as extras, 
so we are really excited to be a part of this project.”

They were more than happy to off er up their 
home, which was originally built in 1902 for lawyer 
J.H. Black.

“It’s amazing having Bella’s Castle as a central hub 
of activity as well as being featured in the movie.”

“We had a good time doing it, and we would do it 
again ... it’s been exciting,” said Bevan Wiebe, who 
noted they also didn’t hesitate when approached 
about the production using their home, the Dr. J.B. 
McConnell house built in 1899. 

It all happened very quickly after they were fi rst 
approached about four weeks ago.

“I think the movie is shot a little quicker than 
normal. Somebody was saying about three to six 
months usually, and this is a few months,” Bevan 
said. “Every week, a few more people would come 
just to inspect, and they all agreed that Morden was 
the place.”

They didn’t mind the bit of upheaval.
“We’ve had a few people ask before, but nothing’s 

ever come of it,” he said. “If we can share it and be 
part of this, that’s great. We’re happy to help.

“Once they were here, they were really here, about 
70, 80 people showed up ... and they started tearing 
things apart and rearranging it the way they want-
ed it, took furniture from here and there,” Wiebe 
recalled.

At one point then, the director arrived at the lo-

cation. 
“He said, ‘We need more fall’ so out came the 

bags of stuff  and they had to put more fall decora-
tions up,” Bevan said. “This is pretty over the top, 

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Bevan and Sandra Wiebe in front of their Morden 

home, which has been decorated for fall as a 

shooting location for the Hallmark movie Pumpkin 

Everything.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Parts of downtown Morden were given an autumn look 

for the fi lm.

but that’s what most Hallmark mov-
ies are, right, kind of over the top? It 
looks good; it’s very visual.”

There was a lot of setup last week 
Sunday followed by shooting on 
Monday and Tuesday, and not only 
in their home, which served as the 
grandfather’s house, but also with 
their garage/workshop being turned 
into a bachelor’s apartment.

“It was a great crew. Everybody was 
super nice and friendly,” said Bev-
an, who noted they stayed in a hotel 
during the shoot.

“We moved to a hotel for a few days 
and just kind of let them have the run 
of the house,” said Sandra. “It’s been 
an interesting experience. They’ve 
been very careful and thoughtful.

“I can see why they chose this 

The fi lm crew at work on Pumpkin 

Everything on Stephen St.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO 
BY PETER CANTELON

Continued on page 10
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Celebrating the trapper's 
lifestyle at the Rendezvous
By Lorne Stelmach

It may have been on a smaller scale, 
but a celebration of everything con-
nected to trapping and the fur trade 
returned this past weekend after be-
ing shutdown the past two years due 
to the pandemic.

The Pembina Valley Rendezvous 
and Trade Fair moved from Stanley 
Park to Darlingford this summer. 

There was a dedicated core of enthu-
siasts on hand for the event's return, 
but it was also nice for organizers to 
see new participants like Bob Hunt of 
Manitou.

Hunt was displaying for the fi rst 
time at the Rendezvous. He had a 
variety of his cigar box guitars along 
with what he dubbed ‘canjos’ and 
some simple one-string instruments 
for the kids.

“I’ve always liked the traditional 
music, which is what three stringed 
guitars are usually used for,” said 
Hunt, who started making them in 
2017. 

If you’ve seen a three string guitar 
being played and wondered what it 
is, chances are it’s a cigar box guitar.

Cigar box guitars were originally 
made by those who couldn’t aff ord to 
buy a traditional guitar. Cigar boxes 
were fairly easy to get hold of, not too 
expensive, and nicely resonant if you 
tap the outside of the box.

“I just wanted to learn how to play, 
and it’s a hobby that just kind of got 
out of control, so here I am selling 
some of them,” Hunt said. “I’m a 
retired carpenter, so I have all of the 
tools that I need to make everything.

“I had never thought of selling until 
I realized I had too many made, and it 
was taking up too much of the house, 

so I had to start downsizing the guitar 
collection.”

Hunt was enjoying being part of the 
gathering in Darlingford last week-
end.

“I like meeting people, and I like 
listening to some of them that will sit 
down and play for a while on them, 
and I just like getting out.”

If you are curious or interested in 
getting a cigar box guitar or even 
learning to play, you can contact Bob’s 
Three Stringers by calling 204-242-
4078.

In addition to giving artisans like 
Hunt a place to display their wares, 
the Rendezvous also usually includes 
demonstrations in such things as 
blacksmithing, fl int knapping, and 
trapping and skinning. Friday eve-
ning featured a pork barbecue while 
there was a fi sh fry Saturday evening, 
along with live music. 

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Vendors sold their wares at the Pembina Valley Rendezvous in Darlingford last 

weekend. Above, left: On hand was Bob Hunt, who makes cigar box guitars.
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house,” she thought, after having 
read the book.

“The book even mentions a turret 
in the house ... so the house kind 
of fi t the bill,” added Bevan. “We’ll 
fi nd out what they use and what 
they don’t use when the fi lm actu-
ally comes out ... they take a lot of 
shots.”

“I think very quickly they kind 
of realized they could really do a 
lot of this movie right here on Ste-
phen Street,” suggested Cantelon, 
who lives in the home built in 1898 
for grain merchant Benjamin Por-
ter. “They remarked how surprised 
they were by the number of houses 
like this in one spot, so that was con-
venient for them.”

They similarly were happy to 
share their home, which was sched-
uled for just one day of fi lming ear-
lier this week.

“We love the house because it’s 
unique. An old home like this is not 
for everyone,” Cantelon noted. “We 

had the attitude that we want some 
place that looks diff erent, feels dif-
ferent and has a lot of history to it.

“It’s very validating that they see 
the uniqueness and the charm of it,” 
he said. “And it’s great for Morden. 
The more they get familiar with 
what Morden has, I think we will 
see more of these ... they fi lm a lot of 
Hallmark movies in Manitoba.”

“They really liked that so many of 
the locations were so close together. 
They could shoot a lot of the movie 
here,” said Bevan, who agreed that 
this could end up being a great pro-
motional opportunity for Morden.

“We have some rich history here, 
and you don’t see stone houses just 
anywhere, so I think it’s going to be 
a neat thing for the world to see,” 
she said. “Hopefully, they’ll see 
Morden as a community that is wel-
coming to this kind of thing ... hope-
fully we’ll be able to host more of 
these kinds of things in the future. I 
think it’s good for the community.”

 >  PUMPKIN EVERYWHERE, FROM PG. 8

Manitou resident frustrated by 
town’s weed control efforts
By Lorne Stelmach

A Manitou resident would like to 
see the RM of Pembina doing more 
weed control in the community.

Ron Watson particularly cites the 
former municipal offi  ce next door to 
his Main Street residence as an exam-
ple of a site where weeds have taken 
serious root.

“They are not looking after the town 
as far as noxious weeds go, including 
their own property, which I unfortu-
nately live next door to,” Watson said. 
“They still own the building, and they 
still supposedly maintain the build-
ing, but they’re not maintaining the 
property very well.”

Watson has lived next to the proper-
ty for several years, and he suggested 
this has been a problem for the past 
few years. He’s taken it upon himself 
to do weed control a few times, but 
maintains the RM should be taking 
care of it.

He wrote a letter to the municipality 
about this matter but said he received 
no response. He then contacted a pro-
vincial weed specialist based out of 
Morden, who apparently reached out 
to the RM to talk spray options.

Public works staff  sprayed then, 
Watson said, but only the back park-
ing lot, not the front boulevard.

“They only did a halfhearted spray,” 

he said, noting the weeds are still there 
in full force all around the building—
the front boulevard is more weeds 
than grass at this point, he said. 

He wants the RM to step up and bet-
ter care for their property.

“I just want the town to look pre-
sentable,” he stressed, noting Mani-
tou is a small community but one that 
does have tourists who come to enjoy 
shows at the opera house or check out 
the heritage houses. The town should 
be putting its best foot forward, Wat-
son said, especially when it comes to 
municipally-owned properties. 

He also voiced concern about the 
lawn maintenance at the various 
schools in the community over the 
summer months.

The RM off ered a brief response 
about the matter when contacted this 
week.

“The municipality has  previously 
taken measures to deal with the rate-
payer’s concerns and will not be com-
menting publicly on the matter fur-
ther,” Reeve Glenn Shiskoski replied 
by email.

Prairie Spirit School Division super-
intendent Cheryl Mangin, meanwhile, 
noted the division does not spray any 
herbicides on school properties, but 
it does to keep up with mowing and 
other property maintenance through 
the summer.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Manitou resident Ron Watson 

says there’s more weeds 

than grass growing around 

the former RM of Pembina 

municipal offi  ces downtown. 

He’s concerned weed control 

eff orts in the community have 

been too lax this summer.
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 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Winkler Rec. Department hosted a 

Summer Sampler Day Camp last week. 

“The idea is that every day they do one or 

two new activities,” said rec. programmer 

Kaitlyn Dyck. The kids started off  with 

cooking on Monday, sports at Pine Ridge 

Plaza followed by crafts at Winkler Arts and 

Culture Tuesday, theatre programming with 

Flatlands Theatre Company Wednesday, and 

dancing with DanceWorks Thursday. The 

camp wrapped up with a fun and games at 

the MEC and an afternoon at the pool on 

Friday. A second camp week is being planned 

for August. 

Summer Summer 
samplersampler

Gretna was the hot spot to be last weekend

GRETNA  HOT SPOT FESTIVAL/FACEBOOK
The Hot Spot Festival took over Gretna 

last weekend for two days of fun. Things 

kicked off  Friday night with an Amazing 

Race competition followed by a showing of 

Dennis the Menace at the Prairie Centre. The 

packed-full Saturday included a free pancake 

breakfast, kiddie carnival, bouncers, a rocking 

foam party, magic show, bingo, musical 

entertainment from the Brothers Keep, The 

Committee, and Silas Presley, and, to wrap up 

the day, fi reworks.
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YFC Altona hosting annual Mow-a-Thon July 28

By Ty Dilello

Youth For Christ Altona is hosting 
its annual Mow-A-Thon fundraiser 
on July 28. 

It’s a fun day where YFC Altona staff  
and teens go all over town mowing 
people’s lawns.

“The way we raise money for YFC 

programs is by getting people to 
pledge per-lawn donations,” said 
YFC’s Marty Falk, explaining donat-
ing a single set amount is most wel-
come as well, but “having per-lawn 
donation is a fun way of motivating 
our groups of volunteers to mow as 
many lawns as possible. It’s a way of 
raising more money for YFC and also 

being able to bless more people in our 
community.

“For example, if you pledged $3 per 
lawn and we mowed 30 lawns on the 
day of the event, your total donation 
due would be $3x30=$90,” he said, 
noting the last time the Mow-A-Thon 
was held they managed to mow 34 
properties.

If you’re interested in supporting 
YFC Altona by making a pledge, con-
tact them at 204-304-6521 or via email 
to stationyfc@gmail.com. Event info 
can also be found at yfcaltona.com/
news/mow2022.

All donations will receive a tax-de-
ductible receipt. 

Thanks for Farming Tour is in Winkler next week

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler plays host to the 2022 
Thanks for Farming Tour next week.

Organizer Jeremy Matuszewski of 
Thunderstruck Sales & Marketing 
said the Swift Current, SK stop was a 
big hit last week. Now they’re looking 
forward to bringing the event home 
to Winkler July 27-28 for the fi rst time 
since it was launched back in 2020.

“We’re pumped. This will be our 
14th one and we haven’t ever done 
one in Winkler, so we’re really excit-
ed,” he said. 

The show already has over 45 agri-
cultural exhibitors lined up as well as 
a host of guest speakers.

“Farmers that come can expect to see 
a pretty diverse group of speakers,” 
said Matuszewski. “We’ve got speak-
ers talking on grain marketing, on 
succession planning. We have Quick 
Dick McDick coming just to entertain. 
We have Chris Beaudry coming to 
talk mental health. 

“And then exhibitors from all across 
Western Canada and of course Win-
kler,” he added, noting they’ll be 
setting up shop both inside and out-
side at the MEC. “There’s technology 

there, there’s grain handling, grain 
storage, equipment, there’s new in-
novations. It’s just a wide variety of 
products from around the world.”

The schedule is the same for both 
days of the event, which run from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

On the Wednesday, though, the 
Thanks for Farming team is partner-
ing with the Central Station Commu-
nity Centre to host a seafood boil at 
the facility as a fundraiser for its com-
munity programs.

The evening includes a seafood meal 
of lobster, crab, shrimp and more 
alongside music from Jess Rae Ayre. 
There were still about 40 of the $150 
tickets left as of Monday. Call 204-325-
0257 to book yours.

“We’re really excited to provide that 

space for them,” said Matuszewski, 
stressing that being able to give back 
at every community it visits is a major 
part of the tour’s goal. To that end, all 
admission fees to the Winkler event 
will be donated to Central Station. 

“That’s part of our vision. We want 
to say thank you to farmers and we 
want to support the communities that 
support the farmers ... so it’s very im-
portant for us to support an organiza-
tion like Central Station that does so 
much for Winkler and the surround-
ing area.”

Tickets are $10 and are available 
online, along with a detailed event 
schedule, at  thanksforfarmingtour.
com.

Tour is teaming up 
with Central Stn. to 
host a seafood boil 
fundraiser July 27

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The team from Youth for Christ Altona are ready and raring to mow as many 

lawns as possible for the agency’s annual Mow-a-Thon fundraiser July 28.
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WELCOME TO THE 2022 SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL

THURSDAY JULY 21
7:30pm Thursday Night in Neubergthal 

(Silas Presley and band performing) 

FRIDAY JULY 22
9:00am 55+ Men’s Slo-Pitch Softball Tournament 

(Altona Park) 
11:30 – 1:30pm BBQ Kickoff Lunch Suggested Donation $5 

for lunch Sponsored by COOP, proceeds to 
The Kiddie Sunshine Centre located at the 
park, shelter #1. 

11:00 – 5:00pm  Gallery in the Park features artwork 
throughout the weekend. Featuring Lorraine 
Roy and Buffalo Creek Artists (Ken Loewen, 
Steve Penner, Bev Friesen, Marguerite Krahn, 
and Barb Wiebe) 

2pm Queen Contestant Speeches (Indoors at the 
Millennium Exhibition Centre) 

4:00 – 8:00pm Mennonite Foods at the Rhineland 
Pioneer Centre 

5:00 – 8:00pm Bounce–a–rama Inflatables sponsored by 
Pembina Valley Pharmacy (Altona Park) 

5:00 – 10:00pm Food trucks open 
6:00 – 7:00pm Altona Fire Department – Family Fun! (located 

at Parkside Jr. High School – South of the park) 
4:00 – 9:00pm Gifted the Market Located in the Arena at the 

Millennium Exhibition Centre 
5:00 – 10:00pm Axe Throwing 
8:00pm Introduction of the 2022 Manitoba Sunflower 

Festival Queen Contestants 
Opening Ceremonies (located at Park Stage) 

8:00pm Altona Farm Service Friday Night Stage show 
by “Piano Kings” Billy Joel and Elton John 
tribute (located at Park Stage) 

Continued on Next Page
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WELCOME TO THE 2022 SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL
SATURDAY JULY 23

7:30 – 9:30am Pancake Breakfast by donation 
sponsored by Access Credit 
Union (All Proceeds going to 
Kiddie Sunshine Expansion 
Project) (located at the Access 
Credit Union parking lot) 

10:00am Gigantic Commercial parade 
(Downtown) 

11:00 – 7:00pm Mennonite Foods at the 
Rhineland Pioneer Centre 

11:00 – 3:00pm Altona Farmers’ Market 
(located at 10th Ave at the park) 

11:00 – 8:00pm Bounce–a–rama Inflatables 
sponsored by Pembina Valley 
Pharmacy (Altona Park) 

11:00 – 8:00pm Cole and Mace Law Office 
Petting Zoo by Riklyn Farms 

11:30 – 12:30pm Free Yoga, outdoors at the 
Gallery in the Park  (Bring a mat) 
*WEATHER DEPENDENT* 

12:00 – Dusk Food Trucks Open 
12:00 – 8:00 Gifted the Market (Located in 

the Arena at the Millennium 
Exhibition Centre) 

2pm Queen Pageant Fashion Show 
(Park Stage) 

2:00 – 4:00pm Free Face Painting 
(located by the Inflatables) 

3:00 – 10:00pm Axe Throwing 
3pm Buffalo Creek Mills Children’s 

Entertainment by Teakle 
Family Circus (Park Stage) 

Got Oats? 
Buffalo Creek Mills does!
Located in Altona, Buffalo Creek Mills 
specializes in the production of table-ready 
oat products and offers numerous new 
employment opportunities to its surrounding 
communities and beyond.Buffalo Creek Mills looks 

forward to seeing you all 
this Saturday at the 

Altona Sunfl ower Festival!

Come enjoy the
Buffalo Creek 

Mills Children’s 
Entertainment by 

Teakle Family Circus 
located on the main 

stage at 3:00 pm!

1:00 & 4:00pm Xtreme Dog Show brought to you by Ruff 
Mutts (Greenspace west of the Tennis Courts) 

1pm Altona Rhineland Emergency Services Fire 
Truck Pull (10th Ave Across from park) 

7:30pm Stage Show in the Park with entertainment by Don Amero & 
Manitoba Sunflower Festival Queen Pageant fashion show 

10:00pm Crowning of the 2022 Manitoba Sunflower Festival Queen 
10:30pm Fireworks (located behind the Millennium Exhibition Centre) 
8 pm – 1 am Elk’s Dance (Rhineland Pioneer Centre) 

Continued on Next Page
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Morden                    Winkler                    Altona
204-324-6400       www.gilmourlaw.ca

Welcome to 
the Manitoba 

Sunfl ower
Festival!

WELCOME TO THE 2022 SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL

Join us in Altona this weekend for the Manitoba Sunflower Festival

Visit our display at the 
Legends Car Show in the Park Sunday afternoon!

While in town, stop in for a visit or to reserve the incoming new vehicle of your choice.

SPEERHEAD 
ENTERPRISES LTD

WWW.SPEERHEAD.CA

FOR ALL YOUR SANDBLASTING & 
PAINTING NEEDS CALL: 204-324-8429

HAVE FUN AT THE 
MANITOBA SUNFLOWER 

FESTIVAL!

SUNDAY JULY 24
10:30am Community Worship Service 

(Altona Park Stage) 
12:00pm Legends Car Club’s 41st Annual 

Show in the Park
12:00pm Bounce–a–rama Inflatables sponsored by 

Pembina Valley Pharmacy (Altona Park) 
12:00pm Cole and Mace Law Office Petting Zoo by 

Riklyn Farms (Altona Park) 

12:00pm - dusk Food Trucks open 
1:30 – 8:00pm Free Swimming (Altona Aquatic Centre) 
1:30, 2:30 & 4:00pm Extreme Motocross 
1:00 – 4:00pm Bubble Soccer and Gladiator Jousting 

(Greenspace west of the Tennis Courts) 
1:00 – 4:00pm Mobile Climbing Wall by Vertical Adventures 

1:00 – 6:00pm Sunday afternoon Music in the Park 
on the Park Stage 

Continued on Next Page
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WELCOME TO THE 2022 SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL

RHINELAND CAR CO. LTD.
ALTONA, MB

TOLL FREE: 877.722.1927 rhinelandcar.com
facebook.com/RhinelandCar

“SUPPORTING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1927”

WELCOME TO THE
MANITOBA

SUNFLOWER FESTIVAL

Offi ce Innovations Inc.
COPIERS - PRINTERS - OFFICE FURNITURE

Call us or come in for more information

WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE
Shoe Repair 204.325.5538

YOUR FAMILY
FOOTWEAR STORE

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 325 Kimberly Rd. - East of Canadian Tire

SUMMER DEALS!!!

HATS

20% OFF

BLUNDSTONES 
FOR THE

WHOLE FAMILY

KODIAK BOOTS
HIS & HERS

CSA & NONE
25% 
OFF

KIDS WESTERN BOOTS
& RUNNERS

25% OFF

SANDALS

25% OFF

42 Centre Ave E, Altona

(204) 324-6923

INTEGRITY, COMMITMENT, QUALITY
YOUR LOCAL COMMERCIAL AND 
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING EXPERTS

Welcome 
to our 

Festival!

SUNDAY JULY 24
3:00pm Free Faspa – Watermelon and 

Rollkuchen served to you by Town 
of Altona & Municipality of 
Rhineland 

4:30pm Legends Car Club trophy 
presentation 

6:00 – 10:00pm Old Time Dance (Pioneer Centre)
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Sunflower Queen hopefuls excited to take the stage
By Ty Dilello

The Manitoba Sunfl ower 
Festival is not complete 
without its annual Sun-
fl ower Queen Pageant. 
And this year’s event is 
once again planning to be 
quite the spectacle. 

Pageant contestant events 
this weekend include 
speeches Friday afternoon 
at the Millennium Exhibi-
tion Centre at 2 p.m. fol-
lowed by a fashion show at 
the Centennial Park stage 
on Saturday, also at 2 p.m.

Saturday night will see 
the 2022 Manitoba Sun-
fl ower Festival Queen and 
her retinue crowned at 10 
p.m. at the stage.

Vying for the honour this 
year are contestants Laura 
Krahn, Amber Thiessen, 
Willow Kehler, Halle Hil-
debrand, and Jenna Os-
ueke.  

The pageant has been an 
annual tradition in Altona 
since the fi rst was held 
back in 1966. The exchange 
of Sunfl ower Queens with 
Altona’s sister city of Em-
erald, Australia, began in 
1983.

“The bond that has been 
created over all these years 
is a very strong one,” said 
organizer Adina Schellen-
berg. “While the girls in 
Emerald and Altona begin 
their sunfl ower pageants 
with involvement in their 
respective communities, 
through the exchange  
they get to share and learn 
about the others’ commu-

nity. This opportunity is often described 
as one of a lifetime and, having been part 
of this so long, I know that it is true. There 
are lifelong friendships created.”

What Schellenberg hopes the girls take 
away from this pageant experience is fi rst 
to have fun but also to build self-confi -
dence and community spirit and learn 
about the importance of community in-
volvement.

“It’s also important to learn how to ex-
pand their public speaking skills and how 
to develop relationships, whether that be 
with their fellow contestants, royalty, and 
Australians, the business community as 
they learn more about their sponsors, and 
the community of Altona as a whole as 
they participate and represent the town 
in events.”

Attending this year’s festival are two of 
the Central Highlands Sunfl ower Queens 
from Australia, who arrived in town ear-
lier this week to see the sights.

The 2020 winner, Grace Simpson, and 
the 2022 queen, Piper Rodda, will be es-
corted around town by hosts Megan Fehr 
and Brooklyn Thiessen.

As to the potential 2022 Manitoba Sun-
fl ower Queen, here’s a look at this year’s 
hopefuls:

HALLE HILDEBRAND
“I am proud to be sponsored by H N 

Auto & Truck Service. I graduated from 
Mennonite Collegiate Institute in Gretna 
this past June. My plans for fall are to at-
tend the University of Winnipeg in the 

Faculty of Science to pursue my science 
degree and then go on to medical school. 

My interests include climbing rocks and 
mountains, singing, musical theatre, and 
crocheting.”

WILLOW KEHLER
“I am proud to be sponsored by BFT 

Weanlings. I graduated from W.C. Mill-
er Collegiate in 2021 and have recently 
fi nished my fi rst year of university. This 
coming fall, I am hoping to attend Uni-
versity of Winnipeg for their education 
program. 

In my free time, I enjoy curling in the 
winter, golfi ng in the summer, camping, 
making Spotify playlists, spending time 
with my family and hanging with the 
homies.”

LAURA KRAHN
“I am very excited to be sponsored by C 

& D Penner Farms where I work. I gradu-
ated from W. C. Miller Collegiate in 2021 
and spent the 2021-22 school year doing 
the fi rst year of pre-vet at the University 
of Manitoba. I hope to pursue a career in 
large animal veterinary practice. 

In my free time, I love spending time 
with friends and family, going to the 
gym, and doing things outdoors.”

JENNA OSUEKE
I am proudly sponsored by GJ Chemi-

cal and a 2021 graduate from W.C. Miller 

Collegiate. This past year I have taken 
time to work before I attend the Univer-
sity of Manitoba this coming fall. I have 
enjoyed this year off  from school to relax 
and fi gure out my plans for the future. 

I am very excited to start this new chap-
ter of my life by living in Winnipeg and 
going to school to pursue a career in edu-
cation. 

During my spare time I enjoy going 
to Outland Fitness to stay active, hang-
ing out with family and friends, reading 
romance novels, spending time in the 
sun, watching new movies, and playing 
sports.”

AMBER THIESSEN
“I am thrilled to be sponsored by Fries-

ens Corporation here in Altona. I gradu-
ated from W.C. Miller in 2021. I then 
moved to Providence University College 
in Otterburn, MB, to continue my educa-
tion.

I will be entering my second of a three-
year bachelor of science program major-
ing in biology this coming September. Af-
ter that, I plan to attend veterinary school 
to further my dreams of becoming a ma-
rine veterinarian. 

In my free time, I enjoy horseback rid-
ing, playing softball, baking, cooking, 
sewing, knitting, swimming, water ski-
ing, skating, traveling, and spending time 
with my friends, family, and my puppy 
Teddy. I love a good adventure and I am 
excited to see where this experience will 
take me.”

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
From left: Amber Thiessen, Halle Hildebrand, Jenna Osueke, Laura Krahn, and Willow Kehler are all vying for the 2022 Manitoba 

Sunfl ower Festival crown this weekend.

“THE BOND THAT 

HAS BEEN CREATED 

OVER ALL THESE 

YEARS IS A VERY 

STRONG ONE.”
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Legends Car Club to host 41st Show in the Park
By Ty Dilello

After a two-year hiatus, the Legends 
Car Club will return with their 41st 
Annual Show in the Park on Sunday, 
July 24 at the Manitoba Sunfl ower 
Festival in Altona.

Entries on the day will include vari-
ous cars, trucks, and motorcycles. The 
show begins at noon and runs until 
4:30 p.m.

“It’s wonderful to have the show re-
turning for all of those interested in 
seeing some classic cars,” said orga-
nizer H.J. Stoesz.

The event takes place in Altona’s 
picturesque Centennial Park and is 
free for participants and spectators 
alike. 

Entrants will judge one another in a 
variety of categories, with prizes slat-
ed to be handed out at 4 p.m.

“Spectators are free to talk to the 
owners and enjoy the day,” Stoesz 
said. “And two of our sponsors, West 

Park Motors and Rhineland Car, will 
be on hand to discuss the latest in the 
automotive world. 

“Come out and bring your family 
and friends and have a relaxing day 
at the Show in the Park.”

C e n t e n n i a l 

Park will be 

a gearhead's 

paradise this 

weekend as 

the Legends 

Car Club hosts 

its 41st annual 

Show in the Park 

at the Manitoba 

S u n f l o w e r 

Festival.

SUPPLIED 
PHOTOS

BLSD tackling myriad of maintenance projects this summer
By Ty Dilello

The Border Land School Division’s 
maintenance team is hard at work this 
summer making upgrades to its vari-
ous schools.

BLSD is performing the usual sum-
mer projects, including roof mainte-
nance at all locations, some painting, 
new cabinetry, lighting, and fl ooring 
in a few areas throughout the divi-
sion.

They are also doing masonry repair 
at École Elmwood School in Altona 
and at the Shevchenko School in Vita, 
as well as upgrading the HVAC con-
trol system at the Ross L Gray school 
in Sprague, concrete repair in Altona, 
Gretna and Dominion City, and plant-
ing a few trees at a number of loca-
tions throughout the division.

“Additionally, we are carrying out a 
few larger capital projects, including 
replacing the PA systems at the École 

West Park School and W.C. Miller Col-
legiate in Altona,” said Barry Friesen, 
BLSD maintenance manager. “We’re 
also installing a track lift system in 
a grooming room at the Shevchenko 
School in Vita and replacing the fur-
nace and A/C system at the power 
mechanics shop in Dominion City.”

Earlier this year, the Province of 
Manitoba announced a Ventilation 
Systems Expanded Capital Program 
where divisions could apply for fund-

ing for repairs and improvements to 
the ventilation systems in its schools.

“We have been granted around 
$630,000 to go towards the replace-
ment of the air-conditioning units at 
the Emerson school as well as the ad-
dition of A/C to the gyms in the Ecole 
Parkside, Roseau Valley, Shevchenko 
and Ross L Gray schools,” Friesen 
noted.

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



The Voice  Thursday, July 21, 2022    19

By Tammy Karatchuk

It’s a sombre fact.
Manitoba has the highest rate of 

children under fi ve drowning per 
capita per year making our province 
the child drowning capital of Canada. 
The Lifesaving Society Manitoba is 
working to change this statistic.  

National Drowning Prevention 
Week, running from July 17-23, is a 
countrywide awareness campaign 
bringing attention to water safety. 

“[It’s] to highlight drowning pre-
vention,” said Dr. Christopher Love, 
Water Smart and Safety Management 
Coordinator with the Lifesaving Soci-
ety Manitoba. 

“It’s when many people are on va-
cation, to really emphasize the need 
for people to think about water safety 
and doing things that are water-smart 
when they’re boating, swimming, 
whatever they’re doing as their lei-
sure activity during that summer pe-
riod.” 

According to Love, the highest fatal-
ities occur near the end of July and the 
beginning of August in Canada.  

“It tends to be the hottest time of the 
year,” he said, “so lots of people go-
ing in, on, or near the water. And it 
also tends to be when there is a higher 
level of vacation being taken,” the 
reason for the importance surround-
ing drowning prevention. 

Love said there are several contrib-
uting factors for Manitoba’s high 
number of young children drowning. 

“Manitoba has so much water. We 
have so many communities in this 
province that abut right on the water 
and therefore, there’s easy access.” 

A lack of adult supervision is anoth-
er factor. 

“Either adults are not present or 
they are present but are distracted. So 
those would be two big factors.” 

While Love couldn’t say for sure, 
“the other thing that has been shown 
in some other jurisdictions, but we 
don’t have a good handle on it for 

Canada ... is socioeconomic status 
of drowning individuals. The lower 
socioeconomic you are ... generally 
speaking, there are higher death rates 
from drowning.”

When a fatality occurs in Canada, 
“we don’t get data on what their in-
come was, what their socioeconomic 
status was,” said Love. “ So we can’t 
defi nitively prove it, but we do know 
there is a large amount of poverty 
in Manitoba ... so it’s correlation not 
causation potentially, so that’s a third 
factor that someone fi ts in as well 
... they’re fi nancially stressed. They 
don’t have access to swimming in-
struction or they don’t have access to 
good quality childcare and those can 
combine together to mean children 
are unsupervised around water.”

Another factor is improper usage 
of approved transport Canada life-
jackets or personal fl oatation devices. 
Lifejackets, the standard orange vests, 
are puffi  er than a PFD, and they’re 
generally used when fi shing or on 
slower boats. A child shouldn’t wear 
an adult lifejacket because it can slip 
off . A PFD is tighter on the body and 
designed for outdoor sports and rec-
reation, such as waterskiing, kayak-
ing, and speed boating. However, a 
lifejacket will turn a person over in 
the water, even should they’re uncon-
scious, something a PFD doesn’t off er.  

However, neither off ers 100 per cent 
protection. 

“Lifejackets or personal fl oatation 
devices ... those are great,” said Love, 
“but they never take away from the 
need for adult supervision; people 
can still drown in a lifejacket or PFD. 
It’s a layer of protection, but what 
we want to see is multilayers of pro-
tection for people who are in, on, or 
around the water. Adult supervision, 
active ongoing adult supervision is 
one layer of protection, wearing an 
approved fl oating device is another 
layer of protection. Taking swimming 
lessons is a third layer of protection.” 

Water wings are not recommended 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Lifesaving Society Manitoba urges everyone to be water smart while enjoying 

local lakes and waterways. That includes wearing a life jacket as an extra layer of 

protection, especially for kids.

Lifesaving Society Manitoba encourages people to “Be Water Smart”

because a child’s arms can slide out, 
plus the wings can inhibit their abil-
ity to swim. Love noted swimming 
where a lifeguard is present acts as a 
“fourth layer of protection.”

Another issue is drinking and boat-
ing, the equivalent to drinking and 
driving. 

“If you think about the River Rogue 
or the Paddlewheel Princess ... those 
are actually registered commercial 
craft,” said Love. “They can have a 
licenced bar onboard. But anything 
that’s pleasure craft, even if it’s a big 
40’, 15, 18-metre yacht, on Lake Win-
nipeg or Lake of the Woods, even if 
you have someone captaining that 
for you, it’s still a pleasure craft. You 
can’t have open liquor onboard. The 
only time that open liquor is allowed 
onboard on a pleasure craft in Cana-
da, by law, is if that craft is anchored 
or docked, and it also has kitchen and 
toilet facilities onboard.”

Even when someone who isn’t par-
taking is steering the boat, “there still 
can be a charge involved.”

It’s the same a vehicle, stated Love. 

“I may not be drinking, but if some-
one is drinking in my car, I’m getting 
in trouble with the cops. Many people 
don’t understand that your motor-
boat is considered a motor craft or a 
motorized vehicle. So, it’s a charge 
that would usually rank with the op-
eration of a motorized vehicle.” 

If you’ve had previous DUIs, this 
could be the last time you’re behind a 
the helm for awhile. 

“If you’re on a third strike ... poten-
tially if you were caught again and 
you’re in a powerboat, your third 
strike happened in the powerboat.”

The penalties could include losing 
your driver’s licence or impounding 
your boat or vehicle.

“Besides the fact that it’s unsafe 
[drinking and boating], potentially 
people can get hurt or die doing it, 
which is what our big focus is on,” 
said Love. “We want everyone to be 
safe ... 

“I’m not saying don’t have a party, 
just save the party when you’re back 
on dry land at the end of the day.” 

By Voice staff 

A pair of Winklerites are facing 
charges in connection with a cocaine 
traffi  cking investigation undertaken 
by the Winkler Police Service with as-
sistance from the Morden Police Ser-
vice.

On the evening of July 8, offi  cers 
pulled over a vehicle on Highway 
14 in the RM of Stanley.  Both occu-
pants were arrested, and a search of 

the vehicle resulted in the seizure of 
a small quantity of cash and a plastic 
bag with 24 unknown pills.

The next afternoon, the Winkler Po-
lice Service alongside the Regional 
Support Tactical Team executed a 
search warrant in the 200 block of 
Orion Lane.  

A search of the residence with assis-
tance from police dog Juno resulted 
in the seizure of approximately 31.5 

grams of cocaine, over $1,600 cash be-
lieved to be proceeds of drug traffi  ck-
ing, various edged weapons, a canis-
ter of bear spray, a replica handgun, 
and drug traffi  cking paraphernalia.

A 23-year-old Winkler man is facing 
charges of possession of cocaine for 
the purpose of traffi  cking, possessing 
a weapon for a dangerous purpose, 
possessing property obtained by 
crime under $5,000, and two counts 

of failing to comply with an under-
taking.

A 19-year-old Winkler woman is fac-
ing charges of possession of cocaine 
for the purpose of traffi  cking, pos-
sessing a weapon for a dangerous 
purpose, and possessing property ob-
tained by crime under $5,000.

Both were released on undertakings. 
They will appear in court in Morden 
in September.

Two face charges after cocaine trafficking investigation
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Deb Fehr hitting the road for 
Habitat's Spirit of Hope ride
By Lorne Stelmach

A local volunteer with the Winkler 
and Morden chapter of Habitat for 
Humanity will be hitting the road 
again this summer in support of the 
organization.

Debra Fehr will participate for a 
second time in the Spirit of Hope cy-
cling fundraiser to help Habitat for 
Humanity build homes for families in 
Manitoba. 

It’s a fi ve-day cycling 
adventure that follows 
along the shores of Lake 
Winnipeg Aug. 29 to Sept. 
2. Cyclists will tackle a 
moderately challenging 
ride that begins in Win-
nipeg and heads to the 
northern tip of Hecla Is-
land before looping back 
to the city.

Fehr, who serves on the family selec-
tion committee for the local Habitat 
chapter, is motivated to take on this 
challenge simply because she really 
believes in the cause.

“So I thought it was a good thing to 
do. I could volunteer in two diff erent 
ways,” Fehr said last Thursday as she 
set out a training ride from Winkler to 
Morden.  “It’s exciting to see the hous-
es going up in the communities, both 
Winkler and Morden, so I want to do 
all I can to help low income families 
be able to aff ord home ownership.”

She was among six local cyclists who 

signed up last year, and she didn’t 
hesitate to tackle it again this summer.

“It was challenging for me. I’ve 
done fi ts and starts of various sports 
in the past, but this was my fi rst big 
bike ride,” noted Fehr, who estimated 
she was able to complete about 350 of 
the 388 km last year. "So I felt pretty 
good about it.”

She also has come to embrace cy-
cling as great exercise.

“It’s a good prac-
tise to have, espe-
cially in the summer 
when it’s nice to be 
able to go riding, 
and now you have a 
purpose for it,” she 
said. “I feel strongly 
about helping Habi-
tat, so it works well 
for two reasons.

“I would love to 
have some partners,” she added. “So 
if anybody would want to go for a bit 
of a jaunt with me, I would love it ... 
and give money if you can.”

The overall goal of Spirit of Hope 
is to raise $50,000, with the fundrais-
ing target for each participant set at 
$1,000. 

The daily cycling plan for cyclists 
sees them riding between 77-118 ki-
lometres a day. Fehr has been hitting 
the local roads to prepare.

“I’ve just been trying to do a couple 
rides a week ... this is a 30 km ride 

I’m doing today [last Thursday], and 
on the weekends, I try to do a longer 
one,” she said, noting she was aiming 
for 40-45 km this past weekend and 
then  building it up each weekend 
leading up to the ride.

You can fi nd out more about the 
Spirit of Hope ride online at www.
habitat.mb.ca under the events tab. 

You can support Fehr online was 
well with a donation at www.canada-
helps.org/en/charities/habitat-for-
humanity-winnipeg/p2p/SOH2022/
page/debra-fehr.

She encouraged people to get in-
volved and to lend their support, as 
she fully appreciates the diff erence 

that can be made in a family’s life by 
getting them into an home.

“My fi rst house was life changing 
for me, and I just feel strongly that it 
can help solidify a person’s destiny, 
change the path they’re on, so I’m just 
really passionate about it.

“It does meet one very important 
need for families,” Fehr concluded. 
“I think we’re getting the word out 
... we had more applications this last 
time [for the Morden house], so that’s 
a good sign that people are hearing 
about it. We might be building up a 
bit of a following here, so that would 
be great if we can keep building more 
homes.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
Local Habitat for Humanity volunteer Deb Fehr is once again taking part in the 

Spirit of Hope bike ride to raise funds for the agency. She'll bike from Winnipeg 

to Hecla Island and back next month.

E
d Falk, archivist at 
the Winkler Heritage 
Archives, uncovered 
and translated sever-
al letters from early 

settlers to our area to loved 
ones back 
home in Rus-
sia, providing 
an interest-
ing glimpse 
into life way 
back when. 

This letter, dat-

ed Sept. 1, 1875, shares some of the 
blessings and challenges immigrants 
found upon arriving in Canada. 

It was written by a Heinrich and 
Anna Harder, of Blumenfeld, to their 
parents back home in Russia:

We have heard, several times that 
our dear father is already on his way 
here. That is why I have not writ-
ten to him. We are already anticipat-
ing the joy we will feel at his arrival. 
That thought really makes one’s heart 
jump a beat. Should it not be the case, 
that he is on the way here, I plead 
with you that you do not think nega-
tively of me when I say that I am able 
to meet him at the Immigration Sheds.

I need to tell you that the younger 
Jacob Bartsch broke his arm while on 

the Red River and that the daughter 
of Franz Peters fell into the river and 
drowned. Her body has not yet been 
recovered. So while you are traveling 
please be very careful, as one cannot 
anticipate what may occur when one 
has not had any experience at this. 
The unexpected can cause bitter pain 
as is the case with the Peters.

So then we, the Heinrich Harders, 
can inform you, our dear parents 
and siblings, that we have completed 
the long and tiring journey, (God be 
praised!) some time ago. 

Also that we experienced the tragic 
death of our daughter, Katharina, 
who died after having been ill for fi ve 
days. In spite of that we are doing 
well at this time. 

We are aware that there are many 

reports that things are very bad here 
and I tell you that they are not true. 
For example: the story that grasshop-
pers have destroyed everything. We 
have yet seen any grasshoppers over 
here. The grass is so lush and plentiful 
that it is impossible that they could 
have been here! We are cutting grass 
to make hay. Everyone is cutting as 
much as he wishes. There is no limit 
and one does not have to share with 
anyone. 

You have also been told that there 
is a famine here, but again that is not 
true because the government looks af-
ter us so well that we have everything 
that we need, with the proviso that 
we must make a trip which takes 1 ½ 

Letters from the past

Heritage 
Highl ights Continued on page 21

Mennonite settlers share the blessings, 
challenges of life in 1870s Manitoba

“I FEEL STRONGLY 

ABOUT HELPING 

HABITAT.”
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What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Winkler Morden Voice connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@winklermordenvoice.ca Phone 204-332-3456

days to get it. It is not that far away, but we 
use oxen and doing that takes time!

I have also heard that there are reports that 
we have to work! That is true except that we 
work for ourselves and we have not yet com-
pleted our winter home. And although it is 
not fi nished we expect that it will not take 
much longer to complete it. 

We dug a hole in the ground to a depth of 
from 3 to 4 feet deep and then the rest of the 
building is above the ground. This works be-
cause ground-water level is from 8 to 10 feet 
below ground level. The fi elds are level not 
hilly. We can see several villages from where 
we are. 

Our church group has started as many as 20 
villages and there are perhaps as many as 20 
more that have not yet been settled. So make 
up your minds about emigrating because 
people are coming from everywhere on earth 
to come to America. 

We have not enrolled you for a homestead 
because the cost of that is $10. We live on 
the outer edge of the colony and there is still 
land available near here. So come so you can 
be our neighbors, if you are the fi rst ones to 
come in the new year!

We have very good land and we have wa-
ter in our village. Ducks and grouse are very 
plentiful, as well as deer, coyotes and foxes. 

The are squirrels and bats. It is just that guns 
are very expensive and so it would a good 
idea to bring them with you when you come. 

When you prepare for the trip build chests 
and don’t pack bags, because what is in bags 
that is breakable gets broken. 

Also the size of the chest is not an issue, 
however make sure  the chests travel with 
you. Do not ship the chest ahead of you! That 
was done this year and those chests have not 
arrived here yet and there is as yet no infor-
mation as to where they are. 

I would also advise you to travel in a small 
group, the fewer the better. Also, some of us 
have brought silver coinage with us and used 
the Kopek as if it were a penny, but that may 
not continue to be acceptable. The exchange 
rate is only 66 ¾ cents per rubel. Paper mon-
ey is of no use here. What you purchase in 
Hamburg, aside from mattresses, will be of 
no use to you.

 We have received news of the Jakob Eliases. 
They live a four-day trip by ox travel from 
here. We have not seen them but have heard 
that they are quite unwell, as you already 
know. 

You should tell Jakob Friesen, if he is still 
there, and our dear father that we have three 
funerals in our village. And also that the 
bishop, Johan Wiebe, was here and that he 

seemed to be quite happy. 
We send heartfelt greetings to all of you, and we ask that 

you extend our greetings to all our friends.

 From your loving children, Heinrich and Anna Harder. 

PS: There 24 farmyards in our village, in Blumenfeld.
 
Heritage Highlights, supplied by the Winkler Heritage Society, 

introduces readers to the people, places and things that still im-
pact us today. Learn more about the society’s work and how you 
can support it at winklerheritagesociety.ca.
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Cell: 204-952-9273 Morden: 204-822-5522 
Carman: 204-745-5078  Morris: 204-746-2282

Empowering families 
with the SFMC Program

When it comes to finding ways to keep 
an elderly or disabled family member in 
their own home longer, safely, every bit of 
help is a blessing.

To that end, Heavenly Care Agency 
CEO and president Celma Pinto lauds 
the concept behind the Manitoba gov-
ernment’s Self/Family Managed Care 
(SFMC) program, which provides finan-
cial support for individuals or families 
who accept responsibility for managing 
personal home care needs themselves or 
want to supplement provincial home care 
services.

“This program is giving options for 
those families who want more care or 
want to get more involved in the care of 
their loved ones,” she said.

When families apply for SFMC fund-
ing, an assessment is done by provincial 
staff to determine how many hours of as-
sistance they may be entitled to in a week. 

They can then use that approved fund-
ing to hire an agency like Heavenly Care 
to provide their loved ones with home 
care that best fits with their needs and 
schedule.

Heavenly Care prides itself on provid-
ing a caring, nurturing, and respectful en-
vironment for anyone who requires some 

level of support to improve their quality 
of life. Their staff are available around the 
clock to aid with everything from meal 
preparation to grooming to light house-
keeping.

The SFMC program is a vital one, Pinto 
stressed, in terms of empowering families 
when it comes to a loved one’s care. 

“The good thing about this program 
is it is adaptable,” she noted. “It gives the 
flexibility for a family.”

As the cost of living rises in our prov-
ince, Pinto hopes to see the program’s 
funding and approved hours of care in-
crease to help lessen the financial strain 
on families and individuals who need 
care.

“Improving the SFMC program will 
keep seniors at home instead of occupy-
ing a bed in a care home,” she stressed. 
“It’s really a win-win solution for the resi-
dent and the over-burdened care homes.”

You can learn more about the Self/Fam-
ily Managed Care program at gov.mb.ca/
health/homecare/nonprof.html. To con-
nect with Heavenly Care Agency about 
the services it offers, visit heavenlycare.ca.

Paid Advertorial
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'Bottles of Manitoba' on 
display now in Darlingford
By Lorne Stelmach

A temporary exhibit on throughout 
the summer at the Darlingford School 
Heritage Museum showcases history 
through the lens of a simple yet di-
verse product.

Bottles of Manitoba is a privately 
owned collection, and the display of-
fers a glimpse of the many Manitoba 
companies that manufactured glass 
bottles and jars. There is a wide array 
of bottles from businesses ranging 
from national breweries to small-
town druggists. 

“I think the draw is a combination 
of things,” said Patrick Thiessen, who 
organized the exhibit. “I think it is 
the colours, the diff erent shades of 
aqua, the clear ones ... and the purple 
is actually not supposed to happen. 
They’re made to be clear, but UV ex-
posure over time turns them purple. 
There’s such a variety of colours and 
shapes and sizes ... and there was a bit 
of a progression over time from the 
aqua coloured bottles to the clear sort 
of as technology advanced.

“I think the interest in some of the 
stuff  is even that there’s things that 
you can still buy, like we have the Lee 
and Perrins worcester bottle."

The collection of bottles was loaned 
to the museum after an opportunity 
for their display presented itself as a 
result of cabinets having been built 
for a new exhibit that is only coming 
next year. 

“So it just kind of worked out," said 
Thiessen. "We had the space, so it was 

a great opportunity."
The vast array of bottles includes 

those from a century ago when pat-
ent medicines were peddled to cure 
whatever ails you.

“A lot of them contained ingredients 
like alcohol, cocaine, morphine, opi-
um or things like that,” said Thiessen.

He especially liked Dr. Agnew’s 
Cure for the Heart from about 1906, 
which claimed to relieve one of the 
classic heart attack symptoms in just 
30 minutes. 

“They would make whatever might 
make you feel good—whether or not 
it cured you was beside the point.”

There are samples of bottles from 
two glass manufacturers that exist-
ed in Beausejour and Winnipeg in 
the early 20th century. There are also 
medicine bottles that also date to sim-
ilar time period as well as others for 
various household  items ranging 
from cleaners and varnishes to per-
fumes and toiletries.

“At that time, everything was in 
glass and in bottles,” said Thiessen, 
who also pointed to bottles used for 
food items including sauces, vine-
gars, and extracts. “There were drug-
gists who would get their own bottles 
made with their business name on it, 
and hopefully they would be returned 
so they could be reused."

There are a range of other names 
which history buff s might recognize 
such as White Seal beer, Northwest 
Aerated Waters, Fort Garry Brewery 
and Golden Key soda.

“Blackwoods was a big bottler, ear-

lier in Manitoba’s history,” Thiessen 
said. “We have the diff erent styles of 
bottles that they used, diff erent things 
that they made; they made sauces and 
vinegar as well as beer, stouts and ales 
and soda. That was a pretty big com-
pany in Winnipeg for a long time.”

Thiessen not only appreciates the di-
versity and versatility of the glass bot-
tles but also appreciates their benefi ts 
compared to plastic and the toll that 
takes on our world today.

“Glass can remain usable ... some 
of these soda bottles from 1900, you 
could fi ll them up and cap them and it 
would work. There’s nothing wrong 
with them once they’ve been cleaned 
out.”

The exhibit will remain in place 
through to September. The museum 
is open Saturday and Sunday from 1 
to 5 p.m., or you can send them a mes-
sage via its Facebook page for week-
day tour availability.

 ABOVE PHOTO BY 
LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Patrick Thiessen of 

the Darlingford School 

Heritage Museum with 

the Bottles of Manitoba 

on display there until 

fall. The show features 

dozens of jars made 

by a wide variety of 

companies in Manitoba 

stretching back over 

100 years.
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By Becca Myskiw

Just over a week before it was slat-
ed to open, the Miami Active Living 
Centre was on fi re.

At 5 a.m. last Tuesday morning, a 
community resident on their way to 
work noticed fl ames engulfi ng the 
roof of the town’s newest building. 

RM of Thompson Reeve Brian Cal-
lum got a text early on July 12 telling 
him the beloved building was on fi re.

“It was devastating news,” he said. 
“I just got a text about 7 a.m. and came 
to town immediately. Your heart just 
kind of sinks. It’s very disappoint-
ing because we’re very close to being 
done and having people in it.”

The fi re departments of Roland and 
Miami were on the scene quickly 
to battle the blaze and remained on 
site for hours. They 
ended up getting the 
blaze extinguished, 
but not before the 
damage was already 
made.

Both sides of the 
Miami Active Living 
Centre roof suff ered 
extensive damage, 
including water and 
smoke damage inside 
due to the fi refi ghting eff orts.

“It remains to be seen how much can 
be salvaged,” said Callum.

The active living centre was plan-
ning a grand opening for July 22, 
where community representatives 

were set to talk and 
community members 
would be able to walk 
through the multi-mil-
lion-dollar facility. 

Because of Tuesday’s 
fi re, that opening has 
been put on hold indef-
initely.

The cause of the fi re 
is still unknown, but it 
is under investigation. 

Once it’s determined what happened, 
Callum said they’ll get experts down 
to see what can be saved and reused 

and then construction on the building 
will partially start over and resume.

Miami community members took 
to Facebook to express their sadness 
over the devastating fi re. 

“This is so sad for our community,” 
wrote one poster on the Miami Active 
Living Centre’s page.

“So very sad; I am hoping repairs 
can be done to what was going to be 
an amazing building,” said another.

“It’s a major blow to the whole com-
munity,” said Callum. “It really hurt 
and the whole community is feeling. 

“All we can do now is be positive 
and move on.”

Fire broke out at the 

Miami Active Living 

Centre shortly before 

5 a.m. last Tuesday. 

Miami and Roland fi re 

departments were on 

the scene to battle 

the blaze, which 

caused substantial 

damage to the roof.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

Firefighters battle early morning blaze in Miami

“IT REMAINS TO BE 

SEEN HOW MUCH 

CAN BE SALVAGED.”

By Becca Myskiw

Times are tough for Canadians right 
now with infl ation, and they’re about 
to get tougher due to a recent interest 
rate hike.

The Bank of Canada raised its bench-
mark rate by a full percent recently 
from 1.5 per cent to 2.5 per cent, sud-
denly and drastically raising the cost 
of debt for Canadians.

Michelle Statz, a licensed insolven-
cy trustee at Bromwich + Smith in 

Regina, said while Canadians were 
warned about interest hikes coming, 
no one knew they would be this high. 
The reason the Bank of Canada raised 
the rates by a full percentage point is 
to slow the pace of rising infl ation.

“The economy is getting back to 
where it was,” said Statz. “People are 
spending again; the demand cost of 
goods is going up.”

So, to slow the demand and peo-
ple’s spending and to get the cost of 
goods down, the bank raised interest 

rates. That aff ects any type of borrow-
ing people may use — loans, lines of 
credits, mortgages.

“It means hopefully infl ation comes 
down a bit,” she said. 

With the hike and infl ation, Statz es-
timates Canadian families will need 
an extra $400 to $500 a month. So, 
with the increase in interest, it might 
prompt people to spend less.

According to Bromwich + Smith’s 
perfect storm survey from earlier 
this year, “Canadian households are 

Interest rate hikes mean Canadian families pay $500 more a month
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Is there someone you would like 
to see recognized in the newspa-
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oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

What’s                 story?  
Call 325-6888

already awash in debt, with $1.86 in 
consumer debt for every dollar of dis-
posable income.” And 84 per cent of 
Canadians are worried about the cost 
of living/infl ation, and are half strug-
gling to manage their debt. 

Statz said to deal with this interest 
rate hike; people should be watching 
their spending and knowing where 
every penny of their money goes. 
People should know what they need 
to cover their necessities and debt 
payments (that have now gone up), 
and budget strictly.

“Don’t use credit to pay bills or sup-
plement income,” she said. “Make 
sure your income can cover your ex-
penses. If not, then look at where to 
cut expenses, and can you increase 
your income?”

She recommends those struggling 
with managing their budget talk to a 
professional like herself so they can 
avoid bankruptcy. They’ll help re-
view solutions and look at other ways 
to cut costs and pay bills without us-
ing credit, therefore taking away the 
need to pay the interest rate hikes.



Funke-Friesen 
off to her fifth 
Canada Games
By Ty Dilello

Altona’s Tara Funke-Friesen has 
been involved with sports for much 
of her life. After a stellar young hock-
ey career as a top-fl ight netminder, 
Funke-Friesen has moved on to the 
coaching side of things over the last 
few decades and will now be attend-
ing her fi fth Canada Games this sum-
mer.

Funke-Friesen grew up in Carman, 
where she started off  playing ringette 
and softball. 

By junior high school, ringette was 
fading away while hockey was taking 
over to the point she developed into a 
top young goaltender in the area.

By the time she got to Carman Col-
legiate, Funke-Friesen was trying out 
for the boys’ hockey team and ended 
up making the cut in Grade 11 and 
Grade 12, where they were Zone 4 
champs.

“Playing hockey for the Carman 
Cougars was my goal in high school,” 
said Funke-Friesen. “Once I made 
the team, my goal was to play more 
games. I had good stats but would 
have loved more ice time. I fi t in with 
guys, and they treated me so well. I 
enjoyed playing at that level, and ev-
ery minute of practice and game time 
helped my game and made me hun-
gry for more. I have fond memories of 
my time with those guys.”

Funke-Friesen made the U18 female 
Team Manitoba lineup as one of two 
goalies for the 1995 Canada Games in 
Grande Prairie, Alberta, where they 
placed fourth. She was picked up by 
the University of Manitoba Bisons 
to go to Westerns that spring, where 
they placed third. 

“I was able to play with a women’s 
team in Winnipeg called the Sweat 

Camp Storm, and we made it to the 
Esso Cup Nationals in 1996 (Monc-
ton) and 1997 (Langley),” recalled 
Funke-Friesen. “Shannon Miller, the 
coach of Team Canada at the time, in-
vited four of us to Calgary to play for 
the Oval Extreme in 1996, but I said 
no as I didn’t have the funds. Nicki 

Beare, Cindy Klassen, and Jennifer 
Botterill said yes.

“But I had the opportunity to play 
against most of Team Canada when 
they represented their provinces 
at nationals. Hailey Wickenheiser, 
Nancy Drolet, Stacy Wilson, Dan-
ielle Goyette, and France Saint-Louis 
were some of the best that I went up 
against. The last three being much 
older than me but had been leaders 
on the National Team for years. 

“In one game versus Quebec, they 
outshot us by more than 50 shots 
and beat us 4-0. St. Louis slapped my 
pads and said ‘nice save’ a number of 
times. In the end, I was named ‘Play-

er Of The Game,’ and it was probably 
the best I ever played.”

From there, Funke-Friesen moved to 
Altona in 1998 as she got away from 
playing hockey competitively.

“My Canada Games experience in-
spired me to give back,” she said. “I 
was an offi  cial for 13 years, coached 
female hockey for a while, and was 
a curling club executive member for 
a few terms. It wasn’t really what 
I wanted, and then I read a Cana-
da Games media release looking for 
Team Manitoba mission staff  mem-
bers.”

 SUBMITTED PHOTO 
From left: Representing our region at the Manitoba Junior Provincial Trapshooting Championships this month were 

Nic Neufeld, Karissa Giesbrecht, Cassandra Giesbrecht, and Conner McCullough.

By Voice staff 

Members of the Pembina Triangle Trap Club shone at 
the Manitoba Junior Provincial Trapshooting Champi-
onships earlier this month.

Nic Neufeld from the RM of Stanley shot a 92 to clinch 
fi rst place in the boys division. It’s a win Neufeld nar-
rowly missed last year when he shot an 88—one target 
back from the winning score.

Also coming home with a trophy was Roland’s Karis-
sa Giesbrecht, who was tops in the ladies novice com-
petition. Her sister, Cassandra Giesbrecht, took second 
place in that class.

Rounding out the local trap club’s team at the event 
was Carman shooter Conner McCullough.

Pembina Triangle Trap Club president Tyler Brown 
noted the competition drew 34 entries from across 
the province this year, ranging in age from the young-
est—a 10-year-old from Lundar who shot an 83—to 
the 18-year-old competitors, all of whom battled high 
winds throughout the day.

The club’s junior program wrapped up in June, but 
open shooting is ongoing to October and open to all. 

For more information, call Kevin at  204-343-2270.

Crack shotsCrack shots

Continued on page 26
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“I’M EXCITED ABOUT THE CANADA GAMES IN NIAGARA THIS 

SUMMER BECAUSE I GET THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP ATHLETES 

REACH THEIR GOAL.”
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Funke-Friesen’s second Canada Games (fi rst 
as a non-athlete) were in 2007 in Whitehorse, 
Yukon, where she helped with ringette and 
squash. She was then involved with the fe-
male soccer team at the 2009 Canada Games 
in Prince Edward Island. She went again in 
2019 (Red Deer) for wheelchair basketball and 
snowboarding.

Funke-Friesen will now be heading to the 
2022 Canada Games in Niagara, Ontario, from 
Aug 6-21. 

It will mark her fi fth Canada Games experi-
ence, and this go-around she will be involved 
with the female softball and sailing teams.

“I’m excited about the Canada Games in Niag-
ara this summer because I get the opportunity 
to help athletes reach their next goal,” she said. 
“Being a volunteer behind the scenes allows me 
to see the action on the fi eld or on the water 
while my eff orts are hopefully unnoticed. 

“Our job as a liaison is to help everyone with 

the boring stuff  prior to games like registration, 
travel logistics, online drug education, uniform 
sizing and all that.

“During the actual event, I get to be the best 
cheerleader I can be, and when things come up, 
I jump in to help out,” said Funke-Friesen. “It 
could be to run to Wal-mart for socks or get in 
touch with transportation to change a bus pick-
up time. I will be ready to help parents and 
families understand what life is like in the vil-
lage for their athletes or get them making ‘Go 
Toba Go’ signs. It’s an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach for anything that can happen over more 
than two weeks. I love it.”

“So far, my sailing and female softball teams 
have welcomed me into their lineup, and it’s 
going very well in the lead-up to Niagara. We 
can’t wait. It will be an incredible region to visit 
for a game’s experience.” 

 >  GAMES, FROM PG. 25

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
Tara Funke-Friesen cheering on Manitoba athletes at the 

Canada Games in Red Deer a few years ago. She's returning to 

the Games next month in Niagara as a support staff  member 

for Team Manitoba.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Border League All-Stars 
clinched the banner at the Senior AA 
All-stars Provincial Championship in 
Morden last weekend.

The home team were fl awless 
through three days of games, blank-
ing Elmwood 12-0 Friday and Bran-
don 10-0 Saturday before getting 
some competition from Southwest 
Saturday night in a game they still 
took 7-5.

Sunday’s championship match 
against Elmwood was another fl aw-
less win for Border, 15-0.

Meanwhile, most teams in the 
league wrapped up their regular sea-
son last week.

Winkler capped things off  with a 
10-4 win over Altona on July 12, while 
Morden fell to Pilot Mound 8-1 that 
same night.

The victory jumped the Whips into 
fi rst place in the East Division over 
the Mud Hens, who have had a hold 
on it all summer. 

Winkler ends the season with a 9-5 
record while Morden is at 8-6. In third 
place are the Carman Cardinals at 7-6 
(they have one fi nal game scheduled, 
against Cartwright Tuesday night). 
The Altona Bisons are in fourth and 
last place at 6-8.

In the West Division, Cartwright in 
fi rst at 9-4 followed by Baldur (6-8), 
Pilot Mound (6-8), and Clearwater (4-
10).

Border dominates at 
All-Star Provincials

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
There were some close plays, but most everything went right for the Border 

League all stars Saturday as they cruised to a 10-0 win over Brandon. Border also 

blanked Elmwood 12-0 and edged Southwest 7-5 before beating Elmwood again 

15-0 in the fi nal to capture the senior AA all stars provincial title in Morden.

Altona Minor Ball looking for volunteers
By Voice staff 

Altona Minor Baseball is putting a call out for 
volunteers to help with the provincial baseball 
tournament coming to town next week.

The community hosts the 13U AAA Provincial 
Championship July 29-31.

Ten teams will go head-to-head in Tier 1 and 
Tier 2 ball, with round robin games scheduled 

for the Friday and Saturday followed by play-
off s on the Sunday.

A full game schedule can be found online at 
baseballmanitoba.ca.

Anyone interested in lending a hand with 
tasks throughout the weekend is asked to 
contact Altona Minor Baseball via email to                     
altonaminorbaseball@gmail.com.
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Bisons, Orioles to meet in first round of playoffs
By Ty Dilello

After a long and gruelling 20+ game 
regular season over the past two 
months, the Altona Bisons and Pem-
bina Valley Orioles will be meeting 
up in the fi rst round of the MJBL play-
off s.

Altona fi nished third in the regular 
season standings with a 13-9 record, 
while Pembina Valley fi nished sixth 
with a 9-15 record. The long-time ri-
vals met four times over the course of 

the season, with Altona winning on 
three occasions.

“They’ll be tough,” said Bisons 
manager Curt Letkeman of the Ori-
oles. “They’re a good hitting team, 
and we’ll be thin on pitching as Ethan 
Giesbrecht, Dillan Thiessen and Con-
nor Cory all pitched at provincials 
this past weekend. Connor Cory may 
be available for a bit, but we’re some-
what handicapped going into the 
playoff s. What else is new?”  

“It will defi nitely be a hard-fought 

series,” noted Orioles manager Jim 
Odlum. “It’ll come down to pitching 
and who can play a complete game. 
But it’s going to be a fun, competitive 
series. It always is against Altona.”

The best-of-three series began Tues-
day night in Altona. Game two is in 
Morden Wednesday night. Game 
three, if needed, is back in Altona 
Thursday.

Other MJBL quarterfi nal matchups 
are Elmwood Giants versus Interlake 
Blue Jays, St. James A’s versus Win-
nipeg South, and St. Boniface Legion-
naires versus Carillon Sultans. 

The winners from the quarterfi nals 
will play a best-of-three semifi nal, 
with the winners there advancing to 
a best-of-fi ve MJBL championship fi -
nal series.

Winkler Royals are 
the 15U AA champs
The Winkler Royals wrapped up their fl awless season by winning the 15U AA 

provincial banner in Hamiota over the weekend. The boys started things off  

with a 25-3 win over St. James and then bested Reston 19-1, Steinbach 12-6, 

and Charleswood 7-6 in the round robin before blanking Charleswood 7-0 in the 

playoff s en route to the fi nal game, which they won 8-3 against Hamiota. Also 

competing at the championships were teams from Morden and the Red River 

Valley. Morden got knocked out by Steinbach in the fi rst round of playoff s while 

Red River Valley fell to Hamiota in the semi-fi nals.

 FACEBOOK.COM/WINKLERMINORBALL

Submitted by Patti Hacault

If you want to experience grit you 
are going to need to view women’s 
baseball where players have put on 
their big girls’ pants and have shown 
that the real-deal, hardcore, grit-mak-
ing training really is the good stuff  
and the only way to the next-level. 
So, being tough, understanding that 
the coaches are directing them, sup-
porting them, and believing in them 
results in great things.

Coaches Jeremy Culleton and Marc 
Bissonnette have released the names 
of the girls who will be competing in 
the 2022 Women’s Invitational Cham-
pionship in Stonewall from July 21-24.

The team is comprised with young 
ladies encompassing the entire prov-
ince of Manitoba with many of the 
players’ home bases are from ru-
ral boys’ teams. Members are Jewel 
Thompson (MacGregor), Emily Fos-
ter (Somerset), Mercedees Gorham 
(Steinbach), Kennedy Toews (Stein-
bach), Michalya Peacock (Somerset), 
Darbi Poole (McAuley), Raven Car-
riére (La Broquerie), Amber Baker 

(Strathclair), Horizon Senff  (Winni-
peg), Sarah Moir (Winnipeg), Caitlin 
Culleton (Vassar), Jamie Johnston 
(Arborg), Brittany Langlais (Gar-
son), Katie Heppner (Winkler), Zoe 
Hinks (Boissevain), Avery Pickering 
(St. Adolphe), Liberty Aime (Clande-
boye), and Leah Peitsch (Winnipeg). 

“I am happy to be back on a dia-
mond.  After COVID, this is a celebra-
tion as much as a competition,” said 
Jeremy Culleton, coach. 

“I’m looking forward to a great 
championship with a group of amaz-
ing women,” emphasized Bission-
nette.  

“Our group of players and coaches 
are excited to be playing in our home 
province, with family and friends. It 
will be our fi rst time playing Senior 
Women’s baseball with our group 
from U16 nine years ago.  The love of 
baseball playing against players that 
also love the game, makes it a great 
game. Can’t wait for the tournament 
to start,” concluded Joanne Johnston, 
manager of Team ‘Toba. 

Manitoba roster announced for Women’s 
National baseball championships

Winkler hosts U15 provincials

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
The Winkler ball diamonds hosted teams from across the province last 

weekend for Softball Manitoba’s U15 A Girls Provincial Championship, 

including two teams from Morden (above, Morden #2 playing the Stonewall 

Blue Jays Friday afternoon) and one, the Royals, from Winkler. All three 

local teams made it to the playoff s, but only the Royals earned themselves 

a medal, clinching third place with an 11-4 win over Virden in the bronze 

medal game. Imperial Photo won the banner with a 16-4 win over the 

Keystone Dental team.
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Altona wins 
U13 AA title
Morden started off  on a winning 

note Friday as they outscored South 

Winnipeg 19-14 at the U13 AA provincial 

baseball championship in Morden. The 

host team had a good run, making it to 

the fi nal before bowing 14-9 to Altona. 

Altona’s path to the championship 

banner was a fl awless one and included 

wins over Charleswood (11-1), Virden 

(17-2), Seine River (8-2), Corydon (4-2) 

and  Seine River (10-5). 

By Becca Myskiw

The 25th annual Pritchard Memori-
al golf tournament raises $96,000 for 
cancer research and resources in rural 
Manitoba.

On July 9, the memorial event cel-
ebrated a quarter of a century at the 
Carman Golf and Curling Club with 
an online auction, 18 holes of golf, 
and a steak dinner.

The golf tournament started in the 
fall of 1998 after Mike Pritchard died 
of cancer that year. He had been going 
to school in Alberta for turf grass man-
agement with the hopes of becoming 
a superintendent of a golf course.

The same year Mike died from can-
cer, two others from the school did 
as well, all three men passing within 
months of each other. That fi rst year, 
and the following nine years, their 
school hosted a golf tournament in 
the three men’s honour to raise funds 
for a scholarship. The golf tourna-
ment was held in diff erent provinces 
each year, coming to Roland a few 
times.

After the 10 years, it became diffi  cult 
for the school to keep planning the 
event, so the people of Roland took 
it over and hosted it until 2013 when 
it became too much for them. That’s 
when Darren Pritchard and his broth-
er Al brought the annual tournament 
to the Carman Golf Course.

Every year since then, the annual 
event has grown, and this year was 
no exception. The 24th annual tour-
nament raised over $60,000 and saw 
over 240 golfers. This year, a total of 
$95,937.07 was raised and 306 golfers 
hit the green.

“It’s pretty amazing,” said Darren 

Pritchard. “Many golf tournaments 
teeter out after three, fi ve, seven years. 
But we’re growing [the tournament] 
and making more money for cancer, 
which is what it’s all about.”

Pritchard said they were going to 
end the tournament after 25 years, 
but people keep telling them not to, 
so they’ve set the date for next year: 
July 8.

For the 25th tournament, the orga-
nizers wanted to have 25 sports jer-
seys available in the auction — and 
they did. Mike wore the number 25 
when he played hockey, his brother 
noted. That, coupled with the mile-
stone 25th tournament, fi t together 
nicely.

They had bids from all over the 
province in the auction, the jerseys 
being a bidder favourite. Some were 
new, some were worn, almost all 
were signed. Some sold for as high as 
$2,000.

All the money raised at the Pritchard 
Memorial golf tournament goes to 
South Central Cancer Resource and 
CancerCare Manitoba, with those 
funds going to rural areas specifi cally.

Also special for this year’s tour-
nament was the unveiling of a new 
plaque at the golf course.

When he was in school, as an as-
signment, Mike created and took care 
of the nursery green on the Carman 
course. On July 9, a plaque made by 
Carman Granite was unveiled in his 
honour. It’s one foot wide by two feet 
long, 160 lbs, and six inches thick. The 
plaque has a photo of Mike, his name, 
and where he was each year of his life.

The plaque will be in the ground be-
side the nursery green forever.

This plaque was added to the nursery green at the Carman golf course in Mike 

Pritchard’s honour.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
(Left to right) Darren Pritchard, Bob Pritchard, Lynda Pritchard, Allen Pritchard. 

Mike’s brothers and parents. The 25th annual Pritchard Memorial golf tournament 

raised $96,000 for SCCR and CancerCare Manitoba.

Pritchard Memorial golf tournament raises $96K for CancerCare Manitoba

PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE

Check out the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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Morden, Morden, 
Manitou Manitou 
compete at compete at 
11U prov’ls11U prov’ls

PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER/VOICE
Winnipeg was the site of the 11U AA Provincial Championships last weekend, with our region represented by teams from Morden and Manitou. Morden (left)  

bested North Winnipeg and Wawanesa before narrowly falling to Mitchell and the Bonivital White Sox to get knocked out of the running. Manitou (right), who 

were 2-2 in the round robin, went on to fall to the White Sox 11-3 in their fi rst playoff  game Sunday. Bonivital went on to win the title, beating Mitchell 6-5 in 

the fi nal.

By Becca Myskiw

Denim was worn and dust was fl ying at the fi rst 
Denim & Dust Barrel Racing Series event of the 
year.

Last week, one hundred and fi fteen riders showed 
up at the Carman Fairgrounds to compete in the an-
nual barrel racing series. Organizer Carlene Reimer 
said even though it was chaotic with so many en-
tries, she’s nothing but excited at the hype.

“It’s tripled in size since we started,” she said. 
“And the local support is just phenomenal. It just 
keeps growing.”

The series is not only growing by the number of 
competitors, but the arena grew in size physically,  
to a new standard-size arena. 

For the past two years, barrel racers have compet-
ed in a 115 x 185-foot size ring. A group got together 
one Tuesday evening this year to make a new, big-
ger arena, and by the end of the night they had the 
ground tilled and fences put up in a 150 x 250-foot 
arena.

“Not a lot of arenas in the area are big enough 
to host a standard size pattern,” said Reimer. “It’s 
more fun for people to run on a bigger pattern.”

And with a standard size ring, Denim & Dust can 
host future rodeos and similar events if they want 
to. 

This year the Denim & Dust Barrel Racing Series 
is also running their regular jackpot along with a 

Manitoba Barrel Racing Association (MBRA) sanc-
tioned one. That means people who race in Carman 
can qualify for the MBRA fi nals in Brandon later 
this year as long as Denim & Dust has fi ve sanc-
tioned runs for them to qualify in—they have seven 
on the schedule.

The 2022 series started on Tuesday, July 5, with 
a record number of competitors, especially in the 
peewee division. Reimer is excited to have so many 
children getting into the sport, but she’s looking for 
a way to let them race while keeping the competi-

tion going for the competitive riders. On Tuesday, it 
took over an hour and a half to get to the open cat-
egory, so she’s fi nding a way to ensure that doesn’t 
happen again.

The Denim & Dust Barrel Racing Series will go 
every Tuesday until Aug. 16. Finals will be on Aug. 
20 and to compete in those, riders must attend a 
minimum of four meets.

“It’s super exciting,” said Reimer. “It’s just awe-
some to see.”

SUBMITTED IMAGE
The Denim & Dust Barrel Racing Series kicked off  this month and will run weekly until Aug. 16.

Denim & Dust barrel racing series off to a flying start

Get in touch with us via e-mail:
Send news items to: news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Advertising inquiries to: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



> MEAL IDEAS> M

Recipe courtesy of chef George Duran 
Yield: 16 biscuit bites
1 tube biscuit dough (8 biscuits total)
7 ounces grated mozzarella cheese
1/4 cup jarred jalapenos, chopped
8 slices cooked bacon, chopped
1 cup Fresh Cravings Restaurant Style 

Salsa
nonstick cooking spray
Preheat air fryer to 350-360 F.
Divide each biscuit in half by pulling 

Prep time: 15 minutes
Servings: 6
2 cups uncooked rotini pasta
1/2 cup prepared pesto
1 can (15 ounces) READ 3 Bean Salad, 

drained
1 cup grape or cherry tomatoes, halved

apart in centers. Use hands to flatten 
each biscuit into circles. Set aside. 

In bowl, mix mozzarella cheese with 
chopped jalapenos, bacon and salsa. 

Add heaping spoonful into each flat-
tened biscuit and pinch each together 
tightly to form balls. Top each with small 
amount of salsa mixture. 

Spray nonstick cooking spray in air fry-
er and, working in batches, cook biscuit 
bites 6-9 minutes until golden brown. 

Serve warm. 
Note: If air fryer access is unavailable, 

biscuit bites can be baked 8-10 minutes 
at 400 F in oven, or until golden brown.

3/4 cup fresh mozzarella bocconcini, 
cut in halves or quarters

1/4 cup toasted walnuts (optional)
1/4 cup (1 ounce) shredded fresh Par-

mesan cheese
Cook pasta according to package direc-

tions; drain and rinse under cold run-
ning water. In bowl, combine pesto with 
pasta to coat well.

Combine pasta with drained bean sal-
ad. Stir in tomatoes and mozzarella; re-
frigerate. 

To serve, sprinkle walnuts and Parme-
san cheese over top.

Substitution: 3/4 cup mozzarella may 
be substituted for bocconcini.

Jalapeno Bacon and 
Salsa Biscuit Bites Italian Pasta and Bean Salad

Recipe courtesy of chef George Duran 
Servings: 4-6
2 containers (10 ounces each) Fresh 

Cravings Hummus, any flavor
1 cup sliced cucumbers
1/2 cup Kalamata olives, seeded and 

roughly chopped
1/2 cup canned garbanzo beans, 

drained
1/4 cup crumbled feta cheese
3/4 cup cherry tomatoes, quartered
1/4 red onion, finely chopped
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh 

parsley 
1/2 lemon, juice only
extra-virgin olive oil
zaatar, for sprinkling (optional)
pita bread or tortilla chips
On bottom of large, flat serving dish or 

platter, use spoon to evenly spread hum-
mus. 

Layer cucumbers, olives, garbanzo 
beans, feta cheese, cherry tomatoes, red 
onion and parsley throughout hummus. 
Squeeze lemon juice over top. 

Drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with 
Zaatar, if desired.  Serve immediately 
with pita bread or tortilla chips.

Layered 
Mediterranean 
Hummus Salad

Recipe courtesy of chef George Duran 
Servings: 4-6
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 large onion, chopped (1 cup)
1 deli roasted chicken, skin and bones 

removed, shredded 
2 tablespoons taco seasoning
1 cup chicken stock or broth
8 ounces cream cheese, at room tem-

perature
2 cups shredded Tex-Mex cheese blend
16ounces Fresh Cravings Chunky Sal-

sa, plus additional for serving
1 cup fresh cilantro, chopped
nonstick cooking spray
6 flour tortillas (9 inches each)
1 cup tortilla chips, crushed

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
Preheat oven to 350 F.

In large skillet over medium-high heat, 
add olive oil. Add onions and cook until 
soft and translucent, 4-5 minutes. 

Add shredded chicken and stir in taco 
seasoning. Add chicken broth and bring 
to simmer, about 5 minutes. 

Add cream cheese, Tex-Mex cheese, 
salsa and cilantro. Stir until cream cheese 
is melted and simmer 3-4 minutes until 
slightly thickened. 

Spray square baking dish with non-
stick cooking spray. Place two tortillas in 
bottom of pan, folding over or trimming 
sides of tortillas to fit. 

Spoon half chicken mixture over torti-
llas. Repeat then place remaining torti-
llas over top. Mix crushed tortilla chips 
with cheddar cheese and sprinkle over 
top. Bake 30 minutes, or until lasagna is 
bubbling and lightly browned. 

Let stand 10 minutes then top with ad-
ditional salsa before serving.

Enchilada Lasagna

How are you doing, really?

Submitted
The world is so very different than 

even three years ago. We live in a 
culture where we often put on our 
game face regardless of how we are 
feeling inside. “How are you?” “I am 
fine.” End of discussion.

True, when some people ask that 
question, it is a formality, and they 
really aren’t asking if you are really 
okay. Certainly, as well, someone 
might pose the question, but we re-
ally do not want to get into it.

This absence of true, caring com-
munication and connection can 
leave us feeling isolated. It might 
seem to us that everyone else is 
doing fine, and we wonder what is 
wrong with us that we cannot feel 
more upbeat and positive. People 
can even become depressed when 
they compare their lives to others 
and feel theirs comes up short.

My profession is based on really 
caring about how people feel. I see 
the profound effect it can have on 
others when they feel truly heard, 
understood, and supported. I also 
see the pain that comes from not 
having that outside the therapy of-
fice.

We are a tribal species, meant to 
connect with others; however, the 
pandemic, social media, and the 
busyness of life have interfered with 
that.

There is a sense of validation and 
belonging when we connect with 
someone who is like-minded. Often, 
I see people who feel isolated be-
cause no one in their world thinks 

like they do.

What do we do about this? For 
starters, we can listen deeply to oth-
ers, trying to sense what feelings 
might lie behind their words. If they
are to share personal feelings or is-
sues with us, this is a sacred trust: 
they must know we would never re-
peat what is shared in confidence.

It is helpful if we are willing to 
share our own vulnerabilities, as
that puts us on an equal footing. It 
can be comforting and validating for 
one to know they are not the only 
one struggling.

There is an even deeper kind of
connectedness. That is our connec-
tion with our true self, orour soul
or authentic self. All the busyness
and distractions can keep us from
spending any meaningful time with 
ourselves. Often a sense of discon-
nectedness can be as much about 
this as other people.

Our lives can become all about 
doing things for others, carrying 
out our responsibilities, and doing 
things that others want or expect 
from us. It can then feel hard to be
alone, because when we are by our-
selves, we are left with a stranger.

To overcome this, take some time
by yourself often, and listen to your 
inner dialogue, the way you would 
listen to a friend. Explore what you 
truly feel at a deep level, and what
your heart yearns for.

If this sounds like what happens 
when we start a new friendship, it is 
exactly that. When we become our 
own best friend, treating ourselves 
as we would another, we can com-
fort and support ourselves. Then, 
however alone we might be at times, 
we always have that connection with 
ourselves.

Gwen Randall-Young is an author
and award-winning psychologist. For
permission to reprint this article, or to 
obtain books, CDs or MP3s, visit www.
gwen.ca. Follow Gwen on Facebook for 
inspiration. 
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SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different op-
tion to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.

f i rs tandsecondmor t

gages.ca

Don’t forget to send your special Don’t forget to send your special wishes wishes 
to your to your friends and family.friends and family.

CELEBRATE THE SPECIAL MOMENTS!CELEBRATE THE SPECIAL MOMENTS!

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY BY-LAW 6-22  Being the adoption of the Schanzenfeld 
Secondary Plan

HEARING    R.M. of Stanley 
   Council Chambers
LOCATION:   1-23111 PTH 14, SW 7-3-4W
DATE & TIME:    August 4, 2022 at 9:45 a.m.
General Intent:   To adopt a secondary plan for the village of Schanzenfeld and 
   surrounding area outlined on the map below.  
   A Secondary Plan is a land use policy document that contains 
   guidance on land use, infrastructure, servicing, and future 
   zoning related decisions for the specific area. 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Melissa Groening, 
Planning and Development Officer
Rural Municipality of Stanley
1-23111 PTH 14, Stanley MB  R6P 0B1
Phone: (204) 325-4101
Email: mgroening@rmofstanley.ca

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter:

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be inspected at the location 
noted above during normal office hours, Monday to Friday. Copies may be made and              
extracts taken, upon request.  A copy of the draft plan is on the RM website at                                
www.rmofstanley.ca 

You are welcome to attend the public hearing to make representations on the matter to be 
considered, however, you are not required to attend.  If you are unable to attend but would 
like to make a representation, you may file a written submission in person, through regular 
mail, or by email (mgroening@rmofstanley.ca) with the RM prior to the public hearing.  If 
you wish to participate in the hearing electronically, please contact mgroening@rmofstan-
ley.ca or call 204-325-4101 a minimum of 2 business prior to the hearing.  We ask that any 
member of the public wanting to attend a council meeting to also confirm with our office a 
minimum of 2 business days in advance of the meeting date so that we can ensure ade-
quate seating is available.  Please call the Administration office at (204) 325-4101.  

AREA:      Areas part of the Schanzenfeld Secondary Plan are shown within the dashed line 
below.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CAREERS

CAREERS

CAREERS



BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES
• IN MEMORIAMS
• ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHS
• THANK YOUS
• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836CCAALLLL 446677 55883366
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden
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FULL-TIME CLASS 1 DRIVERS & 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

Northrok Construction Ltd. is looking to fill the 
roles of Class 1 drivers and Heavy 

Equipment Operators immediately in the Morris area.

Hours: Mon-Friday- weekends off!

Please forward resumes to 
admin@northrokconstruction.com

Location: Morris, MB

CAREERS

Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

 
2. Computer department

 3. Lasts
 4. DiFranco and Samsonyan are 

two
 5. __ de sac
 6. Merchant
 7. Hosts film festival
 8. State of agitation of fuss
 9. A way to praise
10. Opaque gems
11. McKinley is one
12. Smallest interval in classical 

Western music
13. Famed designer Lauren
15. Occupies
18. Small island (British)
21. Misuse of the sacred
24. Covers with a thin sheet
26. Most valuable player
27. Title of respect
30. Investigated discreetly

32. Belonging to the bottom layer
35. Black tropical American 

cuckoo
37. Music genre
38. Indicates one is in mourning
39. Secured forever
42. Bodily cavity
43. A dog is one
46. Chose to do something
47. Annoy persistently
49. Large hotel rooms
50. Beg
52. Docket
54. Subway dwelling rodent
55. Sources
57. Mild Dutch cheese
59. Spanish city
62. Consumed
63. Ballplayer’s tool
66. Midway between north and east
68. Atomic #3

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Eurasian shrubs
 7. Strikes and rebounds
13. Group of advisers
14. Modern necessity
16. Top lawyer in the land
17. Philadelphia university
19. Of I
20. Functions as a laser
22. Basketball phenomenon 

Jeremy
23. Famed island
25. Parent-teacher groups
26. Distributes
28. Self-immolation by fire ritual
29. Ad __
30. Circulation problem (abbr.)
31. Brother or sister
33. A famous “Squad”
34. Stage actor Anthony
36. Violent seizure of property
38. Saclike cavities
40. Sound units
41. Counts on
43. Dad
44. Woman (French)
45. A digital tape recording of 

sound
47. Polish Baltic peninsula
48. Recipe measurement
51. Requests out of dire need
53. Precious stone weight unit
55. The immaterial part of a 

person
56. Anoint
58. Golf score
59. Supernatural
60. Northwest Territories
61. Can be made suitable
64. A professor’s helper
65. Having a toothlike edge
67. Got atop a horse
69. Judged
70. Static balance between 

opposing forces
CLUES DOWN
 1. Flowing

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

LAKESIDE
FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn to fl y? 
Recreational Pilot Pro-
gram is the best way to 
get started, must be 16 
years of age. Privileges: 
fl y for fun in a certifi ed 
airplane, a home-built 
aircraft or an ultralight; 
fl y by day only in Cana-
da with one passenger; 
can easily add fl oat rat-
ing to permit. Lakeside 
Flight Academy 204-
642-4799.

–––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? Having a 
spring/summer event? 
An exciting change in 
operations? Though we 
cannot guarantee pub-
lication, MCNA will get 
the information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information. 
See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Ad-
vertising” tab for more 
details.

NOTICES
NEED STAFF? Ad-
vertise NOW in the 32 
Weekly Manitoba Com-
munity Newspapers to 
get your messaging out 
and be seen all over 
the Manitoba! Hiring? 
Selling some land? 
Looking for something? 
Let people know in the 
Blanket Classifi eds! 
Call 204-467-5836 or 
call MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com 

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & carti-
lage cell regeneration 
& development. Stone-
wood Elk Ranch Ltd., 
204-467-8884 or e-mail 
stonewoodelkranch@
mymts.net

 Call 204-467-5836

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Please support our advertisers 

SHOP LOCAL
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
UNDER THE PLANNING ACT

The City of Winkler, under the authority of The Planning Act, will hold a hearing at 
which time and place the council of the City of Winkler will receive representation 
from the applicants and any other persons who wish to make representations in 
respect of the Rezoning Application No. RZ2022-013 and By-law No. 2286-22, being 
an amendment to Winkler Zoning By-law 2271-21 of the City of Winkler.

A copy of the above By-Law No. 2286-22 and supporting material may be          
inspected by any persons between the hours of 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM,              
Monday to Thursday and 9:00 AM and 4:30 PM, Friday, in the City Office.

DATED at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 7th day of July 2022.
Designated Officer
City of Winkler

The general intent of the above By-Law No. 2284-22, is to zone the land             
described below, Namely:

All of Plan (Dep. 519/2020) MLTO in the SW ¼ 9-3-4 WPM
as shown outlined in a heavy solid line on the map attached hereto as         
Schedule “A” and Schedule “B”, and forming part of this by-law, be rezoned

FROM:  “DR” DEVELOPMENT RESERVE ZONE

TO:  “R1” RESIDENTIAL LOWER DENSITY ZONE
 “R2” RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM DENSITY ZONE
 “R3” RESIDENTIAL HIGHER DENSITY ZONE
 “PI” PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE ZONE
 “PR” PARKS AND RECREATION ZONE
 “DR” DEVELOPMENT RESERVE ZONE

Date of Hearing: August 9, 2022
Time of Hearing: 6:45 p.m.
Location:  Winkler Council Chambers, 
   185 Main Street, Winkler, Manitoba

Classifi eds
Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

IN MEMORIAM

If Marsh Marigolds grow in heaven,

Lord, then pick a bunch for us;

Place them in our Mother’s arms,

And tell her they’re from us.

Tell her that we love and miss her,

And when she turns to smile;

Place a kiss upon her cheek, 

And hold her for a while.

Because remembering her is easy,

We do it every day.

-Love Clayton, her four children

 In loving memory of
P. Doreen Cox
(nee Lucking)

February 8, 1944 - July 26, 2020
It’s been two years

since you were given to the angels above!
We miss you as much today 

as we did on that day.

Manitoba largest multi party auction this years auction will be conducted 

online with all bidding taking place at www.billklassen.com/nextlot

Additional auction details and photos 
are available at  www.billklassen.com

Call 204-325-4433 or cell 204-325-6230

35TH ANNUAL 
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

JULY 30, 2022 AT 12:00PM
FARM AUCTION
HWY 3 AND 14 JCT 3/4 MILE SOUTH ON ROAD 24,

 Morden Winkler Interchange, Winkler, MB
Yard Receiving Hours: Thurs& Fri. -July 21 & 22nd– 8am to 5pm

Sat July 23 – 8am to 12 noon
Mon & Tues July 25 & 26th– 8am to 5pm

Wed July 27 – THE YARD IS CLOSED!
The auction will be on Saturday July 30th. The closing time may 

change after the yard has closed for receiving depending on how 
many items we receive. Payment and Pickup will be on Monday 

August 1 from 9am to 6pm. Buyers please check your spam/junk 
folder if you do not receive an invoice within a couple of hours after 
the auction closes. Items not picked up that day will be at the yard 

at the buyers discretion.

AUCTION

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.

Winnipeg
TF 1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

For Sale: 78 Evergreen Drive - Morden
2 BDRM. 2 BTH 

ONE LEVEL 
TOWN HOME, 

INCL. 5 - 
SS APPL. 

NEW PRICE
$359,900 
204-384-6843

REAL ESTATE

Remember Your Loved Ones 
 with an Announcement in the

 Call 204-467-5836 or ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



OBITUARY

OBITUARY

J. D. ‘Scortch’ Sawatzky
1926 - 2022

Peacefully on Saturday, July 9, 2022 just two months before his 

96th birthday, ‘Scortch’ passed away with family by his side.

Scortch leaves to mourn his wife, Justina; children, Karla 

Hammond, Wendy Gravelle, Jenith and Lindsay Braun; six 

grandchildren: Leslee and Jeremy Simcoe, Robyn and Shawn 

Henry and Jarred Braun, Dayna and Shane Robb, Carly Hildebrand 

and Joey Sawatzky; nine great-grands: Josh and Grayson Henry, 

Lucy and Reggie Robb, Kyleigh, Jaxx, Rhyder, Oakley and Hudson 

Hildebrand; sisters, Evelyn (Harv) Reimer and Frieda (Ron)Voigt; 

his sister-in-law, Marie (Len) and Alf Klassen along with many 

nieces, nephews and friends.

He was predeceased by his wife, Jeanette Kate (nee Tasker); 

son, Doug ‘Scortch Jr.’; sisters, Marge (George) Harder, Erna (Charlie) Peters, brothers, Wally 

(Irene) and Leonard.

Dad was born to Suzanna and Jakob Johann Sawatzky, on a farm in Arnaud, Manitoba. Dad 

was the second eldest of seven children. The Sawatzky family moved to Winkler when Dad was 

just three months old. His father’s garage was right next door and all the Sawatzky brothers were 

excellent mechanics learning their trade from their father. Scortch married Jeanette Kate Tasker 

on October 20, 1951. They were in for a bit of a surprise when two babies instead of one, Karla 

and Wendy arrived in November 1952. With a young wife and two babies to feed, Dad took a 

job in Dryden, Ontario at the pulp mill. Douglas Charles arrived in 1955. The family returned to 

Morden in 1957. Dad worked for his father-in-law, Charlie Tasker at the Esso Bulk Fuel Station. 

Sister, Jenith made her debut in September 1957!!

Dad worked for Grampa (Charlie) Tasker for fi ve years and then ventured out on his own with 

the Esso Service Station and Restaurant. Dad ran the service station and Mom the café. Dad had 

many teenage boys pumping gas and was very humbled when several of those ‘teenage boys’ 

return years later to thank him for the work ethic they learned, working for ‘Scortch’ at the Esso. 

After 11 years Dad sold the Esso and when the opportunity arose, he managed the Esso Bulk Oil 

Agency 1971-82. All through his working and retired life, Dad has given back to the community, 

he was a volunteer fi reman –for 23 years and  Life Member since 1983; Life Member of the 

Morden District Museum Inc. 1978; President  Kinsmen Club 1961-62; Treasurer, St. Thomas 

Anglican Church for 37 years; Town Council 1974-1977, Chair, Recreation Committee and Building 

Committee for the Morden Recreation Centre. On the Foundation Committee of the Morden 

Friendship Centre and seeing it to fruition, Chair 1998-99. Dad called Bingo at various locations 

for over 20 years. Dad received numerous volunteer and citizen awards and acknowledgements 

over the years and is in the Outstanding Volunteer Hall of Fame in the Morden Recreation Centre. 

Giving back has rubbed off on all your children and grandchildren as we all volunteer and work 

for our favourite charities. Dad loved his curling especially with his son Doug and loved his Crib 

games teaching his kids, grandkids and great-grands how to play both Crib and Uno. Scortch 

came 2nd in Snooker, Manitoba Masters Games 2007. When our Mom, Jeanette passed away in 

2010, Dad was heartbroken and very lonely. Dad was so fortunate to fi nd love again when he met 

Justina. They enjoyed their Sunday drives and suppers out. They had a lovely family wedding 

in December 2011. Dad was always proud of us in school and sport: fi gure skating, hockey and 

curling. Doug and Dad loved their curling and crib games together. Dad was very proud to give 

his daughters away at their weddings and to dance at his granddaughters’ weddings, he loved 

to dance with ‘all his girls’ – he taught all his grandchildren the Bird Dance, yes including his 

grandsons!!! Dad and Justina loved dance and to get up and have a twirl! Dad was a special 

Grampa GG and loved all his great grandchildren; he loved to hear how they are doing and to see 

the latest photos! It was so sad that Covid kept him apart from his grandkids.

Dad, you have left a legacy to be proud of:

-two special women have been in your life, 

-a ‘fantastic’ family and extended family; 

-you worked hard and achieved so much in your lifetime 

-You gave back to the community – still giving back at 85 and wanting to win the Lotto last 

month so you could donate to the hospital and Morden roads.

Dad, you have been a great role model, you worked hard to give your family a good life; and 

served your community well. Rest in Peace Dad, your work here on earth is done.

Funeral service was held at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 14, 2022 at the St. Thomas Anglican 

Church, Morden, MB with interment at Chapel Cemetery.

Donations may be made in Scortch’s memory to Morden Recreation Centre at info@

mordenareafoundation.com

John Oscar Olafson
1938 - 2022

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of our 

beloved husband, father and grandfather, John Oscar Olafson. He 

passed on Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at the age of 83, with his family 

at his side.

John was predeceased by his parents, Bill and Ranka; his 

brothers, Jack and Paul; his sister, Sally Drewry; his brothers-in-

law, Harold Fitzpatrick and Lyle Johnston.

John is survived by loving wife, Sharon; son, Christopher and 

wife, Sophy and their son, James Jon, son, Gregg (and Tammy) 

and daughter, Shannon. He is survived by sisters, Anna Fitzpatrick 

and Oddney Sager; brothers-in-law, Howie Sager and Mack 

Drewry and sister-in-law, Ruth Olafson.

John was born in Morden, Manitoba on December 1, 1938 and raised in the beautiful 1-6 

District. John often spoke fondly of growing up on the family farm. He would talk about sleigh 

rides to a one-room school, threshing the crops, riding horses and countless gatherings with 

family and neighbors. This would be the foundation for the rest of his life - Family, Community 

and Work, tied together with a strong faith in Church and God. John headed out into the world at 

an early age and soon started a career in the Lumber industry. He paid his dues working all over 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan with Revelstoke Lumber until he landed a position back in Morden 

in his late 20’s. It wasn’t long before the lovely Sharon Foster caught his eye, and they were 

soon married on January 20, 1968. It wasn’t long before they were blessed with three wonderful 

children and a permanent home in Morden. John, Sharon, Paul and Ruth soon went into business 

for themselves opening Olafson Building Materials Ltd. and thrived for many years after. In semi-

retirement he started farming again on the Olafson farmstead with his two brothers and later with 

his son, Gregg. He also took on a job managing Elk’s Park Place, a job he loved very much. John 

was also very involved in his community. He was a long-time member of the St Paul’s United 

Church and the Elks Lodge, the 1-6 Cemetery Committee and was always eager to lend a helping 

hand with many other causes. Beyond working and volunteering he somehow found time to 

play golf, curling, horseshoes, baseball and to watch all his children’s activities. He was blessed 

later in life with a grandson, James. He loved following James’ interests and especially James’ 

baseball games. John will be remembered for his kindness, sense of humour, happy demeanor 

and active lifestyle. He will be sorely missed.

Memorial service was held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at Wiebe Funeral Chapel, 

Morden with a private ash interment at the 1-6 Icelandic Cemetery.

Donations may be made in John’s memory to the 1-6 Icelandic Cemetery.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden

In care of arrangements

wiebefuneralhomes.com

34   The Voice  Thursday,  July 21, 2022

FRED MAYOR
 AREA SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CARMAN GRANITE
MONUMENTS, INSCRIPTIONS,

MEMORIAL RESTORATIONS
CEMETERY SERVICE

fmayor@mts.net
Ph. 204.822.3454  Cell 204.362.2064Call 204-325-6888Call 204-325-6888

BizBiz
CardsCards

Announcements

OBITUARY

James “Elymer” Young
Peacefully on July 4, 2022, surrounded by his loving family, 

James Elymer Young passed away at the age of 87. 

Elymer was born and raised in Manitou, MB. He was a fun loving 

guy with many friends. Never afraid to stand up for himself and 

others, he earned the nickname Butch. He worked as a bicycle 

delivery boy, in the local meat shop and bakery and would go on to 

train as a manager for his next job. Always outgoing, it was at one 

of the hall dances that he met the love of his life, Grace. 

Elymer and Grace were married in Manitou, MB on August 

16, 1958. They moved to The Pas, MB. in 1961 where he would 

manage the Robinson Store. He was affectionately known as 

“Mr. Robinson” by the kids who came into the store. Following 

the closure of the Robinson Stores, he transitioned to Western 

Grocers where he continued his career in sales until his retirement. 

In 2013, after nearly 52 years in The Pas, they moved to Morden, MB to be closer to their roots. 

Always friendly and active in the community, Elymer served on both the Hospital and United 

Church boards as well as being involved with the Kinsmen for many years. 

He had a love of sports from a young age and this love continued throughout his entire life. 

Although curling and golf were his favorites, it was playing on The Pas Tee Pees baseball team 

that earned him a spot in the MB Baseball Hall of Fame. He also participated in many 55 Plus 

Games where he won many medals and made lots of new friends. 

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Grace and children: Dawn (Curtis), Brent (Jennifer), 

and Brad (Lisa); grandchildren: Kiley, Matthew, Rachel, and Brecken, who will miss their special 

Grandpa/Papa so much. Also, survived by his dear sister, Shirley Wheadon; in-laws, Clifford, 

Pearl, Ron and Betty Conner and many nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his brother and sister-in-law Bob and Sharon Young, sister and brother 

in-law Bernice and Walther Voth, brothers-in-law Ray Wheadon and Ralph Conner and sister-in-

law Alice Conner. 

A heartfelt thanks to the staff on the Neurology Unit 112 at Calgary’s Foothills Medical Center 

for their kind and compassionate care. 

In lieu of fl owers, if you wish, donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation or St. 

Paul’s United Church (353 Thornhill St. Morden, MB R6M 1M8).

A Celebration of Life will be held on Wednesday July 27 at 1:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church 

in Morden, MB. 

“There on no goodbyes for us…

Wherever you are, you will always be in our hearts.”

Doyle’s Funeral Home

In care of arrangements



info@elmersmfg.com 
204-324-6263

www.elmersmfg.com 

204-324-6400

1.877.324.6401     friesens.com

431-733-3996
sentryconcrete.com

Lifting & Levelling Sidewalks, 
Driveways, Patios, Pool Areas, Garage Floors, 

Basement Floors and more.

204.362.0797
pvpcc.com

SOUTHEAST 
AIR SERVICE
Protecting Your Investment
seairltd@mymts.net

Altona
204-324-1300

Deloraine
204-576-0091

info@rogersplbg.ca

Office: 204-304-0907
Emergency: 1-431-733-6715

The Herdsman 
House in 

Neubergthal 
Artist 

Residence and 
Guest House

204-324-1612
margruitekrahn@gmail.com 

4134 Rd 1W Neubergthal, MB

Asian & Canadian Cuisine
Tel. (204) 324-1623

Ph. (204) 324-0333
67-2 St NE 124, Altona

www.homehardware.ca/
en/store/51962

(204) 324-6451

Altona, MB

www.colemacelaw.com

Margruite Krahn welcomes one 
and all to the Herdsman House 

Artist Residence and Guest House 
in Neubergthal.

This spot 

could be yours! 

Contact Gwen by emailing
gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca 
or call 204-823-0535 

BUILDING SUCCESS LOCALLY

ALTONA & DISTRICT

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Chamber Member
SPOTLIGHT

The  history-rich Herds-
man House in Neubergthal is 
the only remaining structure 
of its kind in Manitoba. It’s a 
good illustration of the facili-
ties built for herd marshals in 
the farm villages established 
by the province’s Mennonite 
settlers in the 1870s to 1900s.

Margruite and Paul Krahn 
have turned the building into 
a thriving guest house and 
artist-in-residence that people 
can rent and enjoy a stay in 
while immersing themselves 
in the history of it all.

“As an artist and keenly in-
terested in history, it felt like 
an amazing gift to discover 
that the only known Men-
nonite Herdsman House still 
standing in Canada and pos-
sibly North America was on 
the property we purchased for 
its well-preserved barn and 
not an 1880s house turned ga-
rage,” said Margruite Krahn.

“My husband Paul and I felt 
we had a responsibility to sta-
bilize and restore the building 
in a way that respected history. 

A designated heritage site, we 
were able to access provincial 
and federal heritage expertise 
as well as funding. 

“As a family, we put in years 
of sweat equity, and in the 
process allowed the building 
to teach us about Mennonite 
architecture, central heating 
[a Russian bake heater], hand-
painted floors, and a sense of 
place.”

In 2015, the Herdsman 
House Artist Residence and 
Guest House officially opened 
its doors to the public. Among 
its many features, there is a 
little corner-cupboard store 
in the building that features 
work from  local potters Barb 
Wiebe and Shaun Dyck and 
authors Armin Wiebe, Lois 
Braun, and others.

“I like to regale friends 
and family with the interest-
ing guests we welcome,” said 
Krahn. “Guests who feed into 
my own artistic ventures, 
guests with fascinating life 
stories, and guests from out-
side of Manitoba and Canada 

Watch for the Altona & District Chamber of Commerce 

Business Bingo coming in August.  Shop at Local Businesses and 

fill a Bingo Card for your chance to win Chamber Bucks

intrigued by the Herdsman House 
and the village of Neubergthal.”

Herdsman House has been a 
proud Altona & District Chamber 
of Commerce member for a cou-
ple of years now and enjoys the 
benefits it provides.

“As a member of the Altona and 
District Chamber of Commerce, 
the communication, outreach, and 
publicity— such as this feature ar-
ticle offered by the Chamber—re-
flects an interest in the Herdsman 
House and the opportunities it of-
fers beyond Neubergthal,” Krahn 
noted.

To learn more about Herdsman 
House visit herdsmanhouse.com.

Talk a walk through 
history at the 
Herdsman House

www.herdsmanhouse.com
$20 off regular rate - minimum stay 2 nights, 

Monday-Friday, expires December 15/22

204-324-1612

The Herdsman House in Neubergthal 
Artist Residence and Guest House
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ANNIVERSARY WEEK SALE!! JULY 25-30TH

SUNVALLEYTIRE.CA
FULL DETA I L S AT

$30

CELEBRATING

FREE
COME & GO
LUNCH

WEDNESDAY
JULY 27TH
11:30-1:30

FREE MERCH &
PR IZE DRAWS

OFF a set of 4 select tires.
See in store or online for details

GGRRAANNDD PPRRIIZZEE
3 FULL SETS OF TIRES UP FOR DRAW

GET AN ENTRY FOR THE GRAND PRIZE DRAWWHEN YOU
PURCHASE A SET OF TIRES DURING ANNIVERSARYWEEK.

375 K IMBERLY RD WINKLER
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