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Cool in the poolCool in the pool

Cousins and avid readers Brady, Keyrah, Kayla and Silas Fehr beat the Cousins and avid readers Brady, Keyrah, Kayla and Silas Fehr beat the 

heat at the Altona Aquatic Centre last week as the library wrapped up heat at the Altona Aquatic Centre last week as the library wrapped up 

its summer reading program with a pool party. For more, see Pg. 15its summer reading program with a pool party. For more, see Pg. 15
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Altona road renewal 
project nears completion
By Lori Penner

Residents and visitors driving 
through Altona have been enjoying a 
much smoother ride this summer as 
the town-wide road renewal project 
nears completion.

Maple Leaf Construction was 
awarded the million-dollar contract 
for the project that was prioritized in 
the town’s 2024 budget. Their crews 
have been plugging away at locations 
throughout the community since July 
2.

Altona Mayor Harv Schroeder says 
the project became possible through 
last year’s basket funding. 

“It was a one-time increase, so we 
decided to put that money towards 
much-needed upgrading and renewal 
of the streets in town.”

Initially they thought they’d be look-
ing at four or fi ve priority points. But 
after Maple Leaf evaluated the streets, 
the list began to grow.

According to Schroeder, about 4,000 
linear metres on 26 local roads were 
pegged as requiring some mill and fi ll 

work. 
“Some of those streets needed curve 

and gutter repair and the concrete 
swales really needed to be fi xed be-
fore we could start the mill and fi ll, 
so the crews spent the fi rst two weeks 
doing that. The third week, they start-
ed milling, and the fourth week, they 
started applying asphalt.”

Public works manager Clint Derk-
sen says the fi nished product is ex-
pected to last 20 years.

“Most of the work was done with 
water fl ow in mind. Some of the tough 
spots needed adjustments on height 
for water, so it’s not just sitting there. 
Altona is notoriously fl at, so they 
faced some challenges with direct-
ing water, but I think we’ve worked 
around all of them. In some cases, 
slope was added over the original de-
sign of the road, so we’re expecting a 
long life out of these roads.”

He adds, “The majority of the work 
is done. Now it’s mostly patching and 
smoothing, for instance at the end of 
driveways where the road ended up 
being a little higher. They’ll smooth 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
A Maple Leaf Construction crew applies a smooth asphalt surface to the driving 

loop at the Altona Centennial Park.

Morris Curling Club installs new ice
By Siobhan Maas

Many curlers from across the prov-
ince are welcoming the brand new 
ice at the Morris Curling Club this 
month. 

Removed in early July for main-
tenance purposes, the fresh ice was 
opened to the public on Aug. 6.   

“The ice had been in for six years in a 
row,” explained Gabe Brandt, curling 
club manager. “Putting in completely 
new ice keeps the ice healthy, allow-

ing for better curling conditions.” 
Ice supervisor Scott Churchill is 

happy with the fresh sheets. 
“We have more room to fl ood the 

ice now. The ice will be watered ev-
ery fi ve weeks to keep the ice healthy. 
Any impurities that rise to the surface 
with fl ooding will be scraped off .”

Access to curling ice in the summer 
can be challenging for competitive 
curlers.

 PHOTO BY SIOBHAN MAAS/VOICE
Dase Sabourin, Sarah Lussier, and Denton Sabourin participated in Summer Curling 

Camp with instruction from Chloée Pickell (middle, in black) last week. 

that transition out so it still directs 
water properly. There were other 
areas that needed patching as well, 
from various water and sewer patch-
es over the years. This wasn’t part 
of the original project, but while the 
crews are here, they’ll be fi lling those 
spots as well.”

Derksen adds that many local busi-
nesses also took advantage of the sit-
uation, patching up parking lots and 
walkways.

A few of the fi nal projects included 
resurfacing on 4th Street SW where 
motorists have spent a few years 
navigating potholes and other eroded 
sections of the street where rainwater 
tends to collect, as well as repairs and 

asphalt resurfacing along the loop at 
the Altona Centennial Park.

“It’s been a long time since we’ve 
done a huge project like this, and it’s 
just great to see the fi nished result. 
Just drive down Centre Ave. and look 
north and south and you can see most 
of the work that’s been done,” adds 
Schroeder.

“We’ve really appreciated the com-
munity’s patience and cooperation 
during the repair work as streets were 
frequently closed and traffi  c was safe-
ly redirected. I also want to thank Ma-
ple Leaf Construction for their speed 
and effi  ciency. They’ve done a great 
job in town here, and the quality of 
work looks really good.”

Continued on page 9
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Falk Fehr Fdn. donates $70K to three local charities
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Falk Fehr Foundation’s annu-
al Hockey Champions Charity Golf 
Tournament was a big hit this June, 
and last week three local non-profi ts 
benefi ted from that success.

On Friday, the foundation present-
ed the Winkler & District Food Cup-
board, South Central Cancer Resource 
(SCCR), and Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of the Pembina Valley with $70,000 
raised at the event. SCCR and Big 
Brothers both received $20,000, while 
the food bank got $30,000. 

“We’ve had some great years the last 
couple of years and this is another one 
where all the support came together 
at just the right time and we were able 
to have another great event,” said Eric 

Fehr, who heads up the foundation 
alongside fellow retired homegrown 
pro hockey player Justin Falk. 

The foundation was created with the 
sole intent of making a diff erence in 
the community, Fehr said, and they’re 
always humbled when the commu-
nity in turn shows up to support that 
mission. The 2024 tournament, held at 
the Winkler Centennial Golf Course, 
had 165 golfers this year.

“There are a lot of people that keep 
giving year after year,” Fehr said. 
“We’re super thankful that they can 
enjoy the day and also give money to 
these great causes.

“It’s extremely diffi  cult every year 
to choose which charities we give 
the money to,” he added, noting 
there’s certainly no shortage of wor-

thy causes. “We’re trying to spread it 
around the community, and these are 
the charities that we thought were in 
need of some money this time.”

SCCR board member Freda Lumgair 

says these funds will go a long way in 
their mission to aid families dealing 
with cancer.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Milt Olfert (second from right) receives $30,000 on behalf of the Winkler Food 

Cupboard from the Falk Fehr Foundation’s (from left) Marlin Froese, Eric Fehr, 

Myra Peters, and Justin Falk.

Continued on page 4
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 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
South Central Cancer Resource’s Naomi Fehr and Freda Lumgair (above) and Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of the Pembina Valley executive director Janelle Neufeld 

(left) accept donations of $20,000 from the Falk Fehr Foundation reps.
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

“It’s huge for us. We will be able to 
support cancer patients with travel 
into the city for testing, radiation ther-
apy—somebody that is going through 
radiation therapy, they go Monday to 
Friday, often for a month or more.”

SCCR’s transportation program pro-
vides patients with rides and fi nan-
cial support to help off set the costs 
that come with frequent trips into the 
city for treatment.

The agency also supports families 
who are struggling with income loss 
due to a cancer diagnosis.

“When we have people that are at 
the point where maybe the wife is 
sick, the husband has to take time off  
work to help look after her and quite 
possibly the kids ... so now there’s not 
as much income, if any, coming in, 
and they still need groceries and they 
need to get into Winnipeg for treat-
ments.

“When things are tight, they can 
come and talk to our offi  ce staff  and, 
based on need, we have gift cards that 
we give out to help.”

SCCR also off ers skin screening clin-
ics, radon awareness and testing, wigs 
and head coverings, a lymphedema 
program, accommodation assistance, 
and other wellness programs.

They’re only able to do all this 
with community support, Lumgair 
stressed.

“We’re not government funded. 
We’re all funded by donations,” she 
said, thanking the Falk Fehr Foun-
dation for including them among the 
recipients this year. “Their support is 
just fabulous and we greatly appreci-
ate it.”

Jenelle Neufeld, executive director 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Pem-
bina Valley, says the $20,000 they re-
ceived from the foundation is a huge 
support for their various one-on-one 
and group mentoring programs.

“Something like this is absolute-
ly incredible to us because we are a 
smaller organization and I think that 
it is easy to kind of feel like you’re get-
ting lost in the shuffl  e, but having the 
Falk Fehr Foundation believe in what 
we’re doing and choose us for some-
thing like this is absolutely amazing.”

The agency currently has six ac-
tive traditional mentoring match-
es—teaming up adult volunteers 
with youth in the community—but 

as the new school year gets under-
way Neufeld hopes to see signifi cant 
growth in their in-school mentoring 
program, in which teens are teamed 
up with younger students.

They’ll also be launching several 
group programs in the months ahead 
designed to foster self-esteem and 
promote good decision making in 
youth.

Meanwhile, the $30,000 the Winkler 
and District Food Cupboard received 
will help them stock their shelves for 
the next couple of months, allowing 
them to assist hundreds of people ex-
periencing food insecurity.

But the donation represents more 
than just monetary support, refl ect-
ed Milt Olfert, chair of the food cup-

board’s board of directors.
“What it means to me is that the 

community cares about each other,” 
he said. “It’s not so much about rais-
ing a lot of money—it’s about raising 
money for people that need it.

“When an organization like this goes 
and raises money for Big Brothers or 
cancer resource or people with food 
insecurity, it means they care about 
the people around them. They care 
for whether people are having a hard 
time in their lives, and that’s huge.

“To me it’s not so much about the 
money—the money is great, but it’s 
the caring that is behind it for the 
community, reaching out and helping 
those that are in hard times.”



The Voice  Thursday, August 22, 2024    5   

STAY SAFE THIS HARVEST SEASON

“Road safety is everyone’s business – make it yours”

It is that time of year when crops and other vegetation 
can cause visibility issues and the farm equipment is out.

 
Have a conversation with your loved 

ones about road safety:
 

ing an intersection

Never enter an intersection unless you are certain it is clear

Corn & Apple weekend is here
By Lorne Stelmach

All is set for the 2024 Morden Corn 
and Apple Festival, and organizers 
are confi dent it will be a big weekend 
for the city.

“It was almost coming up way too 
quickly. It wasn’t too long ago it 
seemed like we had so much time,” 
said festival chairperson Nathan 
Knight ahead of the Aug. 23-25 com-
munity celebration.

“Everything has fallen into place 
... we’re making it happen,” he said. 
“Most of our key people have stuck 
around for us this year as far as vol-
unteers ... we do have a new executive 
director, but she has been fi tting into 
the role quite nicely. Obviously, it’s 
quite a learning curve.

“There’s so many moving parts ... 
and when you have a street festival 
like this, it can be one of the biggest 
charms,” he said. 

The festival has so much going for 
it, suggested Knight, citing  the sheer 
amount of options of things to enjoy.

There are activities for people of all 
ages—everything from the petting 
zoo and reptile area for the kids to 
the Wonder Shows midway to the fa-
vourite old-time music at the Cotton-
wood stage

He believes another main appeal for 
people is the weekend doesn’t have to 
cost you a lot of money.

“You can come here fi rst of all for 
very little money ... we do want you 
though to come spend money, of 
course, because we have amazing 

food vendors. I believe we have more 
food vendors than any other festival 
in Manitoba.

“It’s defi nitely worth the drive,” 
said Knight, who added he believes 
their new approach to the main stage 
entertainment as well is a major draw.

“We made the decision a couple 
years ago to focus on specifi c demo-
graphics as to who we were going af-
ter with our entertainment and not so 
much focusing on the genre of music, 
and that seems to have worked well 
for us.”

The ‘90s rock headline evening Sat-
urday will feature The Watchmen and 
54-40 as well as local band Sun Sets 
West, while Friday will feature a Su-
pertramp and Pink Floyd cover band 
called Album Sides as well as That 80s 
Band.

And, of course, the Saturday morn-
ing parade again promises to be per-
haps the largest in the province.

“I believe entries are very much on 
par this year with what we had last 
year,” Knight shared. “A lot of the 
things that we do for the festival are 
either one of the largest or the largest 
in the region, so a lot goes into all of 
it.”

In addition, there is not only the 
Cottonwood dance stage but also the 
youth stage at the Kenmor Theatre. 
Aside from all of the other regular 
features, perhaps most notably the 
free corn on the cob and apple cider, 
there are further events that are a 
draw, such as the car show in the park 
on Sunday and car racing at Dead 

Horse Speedway.
“We do try to have a variety for ab-

solutely everybody,” Knight said. 
“There should be something there for 
everybody.”

He noted being a street festival is a 
challenge for them in some ways.

“It also limits how far or how fast 
you can grow,” he said, noting as well 
that any empty street spaces might 
not be from a lack of interest.

“The power requirement for things 
like food trucks just gets greater and 
greater ... so we’re not limited by in-
terest. We’re actually limited by the 
infrastructure so that we can properly 
serve all our vendors.

“We’re trying to actively search out 

vendors who maybe don’t require 
a lot of power,” Knight noted. “And 
our craft tents are always overfl ow-
ing. We always have a waiting list 
... so I think some of this individuals 
might opt for full spots on the street.”

Finally, Knight said they are always 
happy to see more people get in-
volved in some way to help out at the 
festival.

“There’s always a need for more 
volunteers ... it doesn’t have to be in 
too large of a capacity. You can work 
a two hour shift helping out on the 
weekend if you want.”

You can fi nd more information 
about the festival’s complete schedule 
online at www.cornandapple.com.

 VOICE FILE PHOTO
Get your free corn on the cob at the Corn & Apple Festival in Morden this weekend.

Province to restrict cell 
phone use in schools
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Manitoba government is ban-
ning cellphones from K-8 schools this 
fall and putting limits on their use in 
high schools as well.

Education and Early Childhood 
Learning Minister Nello Altomare an-
nounced the ban last week.

“We want young people to be able 
to focus in class so they can learn 
more and feel confi dent. We know 
cellphones can be a real distraction 
for students—studies show it can 
take up to 20 minutes for a child to 
refocus on what they were learning 
once distracted,” Altomare said in a 
news release Thursday. “These pro-
vincial guidelines will give teachers 
the tools they need to keep students 

focused and ensure class time is spent 
on learning. Plus, we will take safety 
and medical concerns into account so 
all risks are minimized.”

School divisions will be tasked with  
implementing updated policies  to en-
sure consistency across the province, 
the minister said.

Those policies include banning cell-
phone use during school hours, in-
cluding lunch and breaks, for students 
in Kindergarten to Grade 8; banning 
cellphone use for students in Gr. 9-12 
during class time, with cellphone use 
permitted during breaks and lunch; 
and clear direction for cellphone use 
in classrooms for school staff .

Continued on page 7
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Every flyer booked in the Winkler-Morden 

Voice supports our future generations.
E

Did you know that 
we employ 56 carriers to 

deliver the newspaper 
and flyers door to door 
in Morden and Winkler

- keeping our 
dollars local.

Purchase ad space or book your flyer with the Winkler Morden Voice and 
support our local economy. We have 56 local carriers that look forward to 

delivering the Winkler Morden Voice every week to save money to plan for the future. 
Support our future generations and book an ad or flyer with us today 

Call or text Gwen Dyck @ 204-823-0535 or email: gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca 
Thank you to PharmaChoice, Peavy Mart, Walmart, 

Natural Factors & Home Hardware for supporting our local carrier force.

Eden Fdn. welcomes new director of development
 By Ashleigh Viveiros

Eden Health Care Services has a 
new face at the helm of its fundrais-
ing eff orts.

Eden Foundation announced last 
week that Dave Sawatsky has stepped 
into the director of development role, 
taking over from the departing Jayme 
Giesbrecht.

“Sawatsky brings broad leadership, 
strategy, governance, project/event 
management, and communications 
experience to the role from his years 
in the insurance industry and has 
demonstrated abilities in working 
collaboratively to implement new 
programs and processes at work and 
in his church,” the foundation board 
shared in a release.

The director of development posi-
tion oversees all aspects of the foun-
dation’s fundraising eff orts, including 
donor relations, major gifts, planned 
giving, and events. Funds raised go 
to support Eden’s mental health pro-
gramming across southern Manitoba.

Foundation board chair Barry Dyck 
said they are “delighted by Dave’s en-

thusiasm to be a part of the Eden team, 
pursuing Eden’s mission through all 
its programs.”

Eden CEO Brad Unger emphasized 
the vital importance of the foundation 
to the agency.

“It’s such a link and a connector be-
tween the community and the sup-
port from the community, the busi-
ness community, the church and faith 
groups, and the general public, and 
it provides a real critical link both in 
terms of communication and story-
telling and sharing what the work of 
Eden is.

“And then of course it’s the channel 
through which we receive a lot of fi -
nancial and in-kind support from the 
community. That fi nancial support 
is really vital to so many of our pro-
grams ... we wouldn’t be able to do 
the work we do and to the extent we 
do without the work of the founda-
tion.

“We’re really excited that Dave’s 
joined the team,” Unger said. “He has 
a real wealth of experience in leader-
ship and doing some strategic think-
ing and planning ... we’re going to 

need to tap into that, because we have 
a lot of plans and ambitions about our 
future.”

Sawatsky started in the role last 
week. He will work out of Eden’s of-
fi ces in Winnipeg, Winkler, and Stein-
bach. 

“There’s a couple things that drew 
me to the role,” Sawatsky shared on 
Friday. “One was that I was looking 
for the kind of involvement and the 
kind of organization that I could feel 
was really making a diff erence in the 
world, changing the world in a small 
way.”

He cited Eden’s leadership team as 
another big draw.

“I think they’re in really good shape 
in terms of a vision of moving for-
ward. I wanted to be part of that kind 
of progressive movement,” Sawatsky 
said. “People really have an owner-
ship and knowledge and awareness 
and visibility for Eden that I think is 
hard to achieve ... but they’ve been 
able to do that for years.”

Sawatsky, who lives in Winnipeg 
but grew up in the Altona area, says 
among his fi rst tasks in the weeks 

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
David Sawatsky is the Eden Foundation’s 

new director of development.

ahead is to reach out and build up his 
connections in the community.

“I have lots more connections to 
make,” he said, noting his people and 
project management skills will cer-
tainly be put to good use in this new 
role. “I’m new to the world of devel-
opment and the specifi cs of fundrais-
ing, but I’m really excited to learn.”

Odd Job Squad holds final freezie sale
Casey Peters and Rachel Braun were on hand  with co-ordinator Anna Nikkel last 

Friday in Morden as the regional offi  ce of the Manitoba Youth Job Centres held 

its fi nal freezie sale of the season. It supported the Odd Job Squad, which gave 

teens age 13 to 16 casual supervised fi rst work and volunteer experiences in the 

community. The centre provides community-based summer youth employment 
and skills training 

throughout rural 

and northern 

Manitoba for 

students and 

youth from ages 

13 to 29.

PHOTO BY LORNE 
STELMACH/VOICE
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Enjoy your summer!
VISIT

FRIESENS.COM
ESSENTIAL 
SUMMER 
READING!

Fun at the Plum Fest

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Plum Coulee was alive with Plum Fest activities over the weekend, including, clockwise from left, multiple 

There will also be guidelines to include excep-
tions to support students with medical and di-
verse learning needs, as well as cellphone use for 
educational purposes in high school classes when 
directed by teachers, the province says.

Dan Ward, superintendent of the Garden Valley 
School Division in Winkler, says most schools and 
divisions across the province already have cell 
phone use policies in place, but this move by the 
province will help ensure everyone is on the same 
page.

“Certainly all of our schools have cell phone 
policies, and we have a divisional policy as well,” 
he said. “What this directive does is it provides 
some common language across the province for 

all school divisions and districts.”
GVSD’s current policy prohibits students from 

using cell phones and other personal electronic 
devices during the regular school day, unless oth-
erwise authorized by the principal.

“So most of our K-8 schools already had a very 
similar prohibition on the use of cell phones 
throughout the school day, unless it was for a spe-
cifi c educational purpose,” Ward said.

Similarly, the provincial edict lines up with what 
is already happening at the high school level as 
well.

“Largely in our two high schools, students have 
had access to their phones during breaks and 
lunch, and sometimes for educational purposes,” 
Ward said. 

“I think what this policy does is it re-centers the 

conversation on the responsible use of technol-
ogy,” he said. “Technology is not going away. It’s 
a big part of our lives. It’s going to be part of our 
students’ work lives as they enter the workforce 
after their schooling is done.

“I think the emphasis is on trying to eliminate as 
much as possible distractions in those formative 
years of K-8. And in high school, really promoting 
the responsible use of technology and personal 
devices.

“This direction [from the province] will require 
us to look back at our policies. It won’t require a 
whole lot of signifi cant changes, but we’ll defi nite-
ly thread in some of the provincial language and 
guidance to our existing policy and bring it to the 
board for fi nal ratifi cation in the fall.”

>  CELL PHONE BAN, FROM PG. 5

f u n d r a i s i n g 

c o m m u n i t y 

meals, main stage 

p e r f o r m a n c e s 

from artists such 

as The Dueling 

Pianos, line and 

Old Time Dancing 

under the tent 

by the elevator 

museum, and 

kid’s activities 

i n c l u d i n g 

infl atables, a 

petting zoo, and 

a bike decorating 

contest. 
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IN  MORRIS  MB

Pickup Your  Community
Weekly News at

 PHOTOS BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
The Rosenort Summer Festival marked the community’s 150th 

anniversary last weekend with three packed-full days of fun. Clockwise 

Rosenort Summer FestivalRosenort Summer Festival

Morris duo charged with theft
By Voice staff 

A Morris man and woman are facing charges 
in connection to several stolen vehicles that 
were found by police earlier this month.

On Aug. 12, Morris RCMP received a report 
of a stolen truck, trailer, and off -road-vehicle 
(ORV) at a property on McMillan Ave. in Morris.

Offi  cers attended and found a stolen pickup 
truck and utility trailer on the property. While 
police were on the scene, two suspects arrived 
driving an ORV that was also confi rmed to be 
stolen.

The pair were arrested and the male driver 
was  found to be in possession of 46 grams of 
suspected methamphetamine and other drug 
paraphernalia.

The 39-year-old has been charged with posses-
sion for the purpose of traffi  cking, three counts 
of possession of property obtained by crime, op-
eration while prohibited, theft, and two counts 
of failing to comply.

The 40-year-old female suspect  is facing charg-
es of assault (from a previous incident) and two 
counts of possession of stolen property.

from left: The Fabuki Daiko Drumming Group was a 

huge hit; Legacy Band takes the stage; Norah Klassen 

was delighted to fi nd a ball during the ping pong 

ball drop; Billy the Python was a draw at the Fraser 

Reptiles display; April and Audrina Heinrichs show off  

their face art; Show & Shine participant Jack Fleming 

on the 1961 Massey Ferguson 35 that has been in his 

family for decades.
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BASF BBQ celebrates 
St. Jean FD’s $25K win
By Siobhan Maas

A community celebration took place 
in St. Jean Baptiste last Friday to hon-
our the St. Jean Fire Department’s 
$25,000 BASF grant win announced 
in the spring.

BASF Canada Agricultural Solutions 
sponsored a celebration BBQ for the 
community with food, music, and fun 
in honour of the funds won through 
their Growing Home competition. 

Local farmer Gilbert Sabourin nomi-
nated the department, highlighting its 
need for replacement of 10 self-con-
tained breathing apparatuses (SCBA). 

The competition received 600 nomi-
nations, which were narrowed down 
to three fi nalists each for Alberta, Sas-
katchewan, Manitoba and Ontario. 

The public was invited to vote for the 
winner. Manitobans cast 14,000 votes, 
and St. Jean won it by 1,500.

“We received an overwhelming 
community response,” said Deputy 
Fire Chief Brunel Sabourin during 
the award presentation portion of the 
evening last week. “As a community 
of our size, we punched above our 
weight. It is always amazing to see 
the community come out and support 
local organizations.”

Brent Collins, head of seeds and 
traits with BASF Canada, presented 
the department their $25,000 cheque. 

“BASF is incredibly proud to be a 
part of the Growing Home program. 
We know the impact this grant has 
on the community,” he said, noting 
the need to replace the SCBA devic-

es “was the most convincing [cause] 
among the Manitoba fi nalists.” 

Collins stressed the importance of 
local volunteers, especially those who 
make their community a safe place. 

“Volunteers make a small communi-
ty work. Support for this community 
is outstanding.”

Each new breathing apparatus and 

 PHOTOS BY SIOBHAN MAAS/VOICE
St. Jean Fire Department members with the $25,000 grant cheque they won 

through the BASF Growing Home program. BASF sponsored a celebration Friday 

to mark the donation that included a barbecue, infl atables, and axe throwing.

the necessary equipment comes with 
a hefty price tag. Gear, including 
mask, breathing tank, and backpack, 
for one fi re fi ghter costs approximate-
ly $10,000. 

“With further monetary donations 
from Miller Environmental, Valley 
Co-op, Knights of Columbus St. Jean, 
and several private donations we have 
met our fundraising goal [to purchase 
10 SCBA],” shared Sabourin. 

The new equipment is now on-site 
and the St. Jean volunteer fi refi ghters 
will start training with them soon. 

Approximately 200 community 
members attended the BBQ last week, 
along with fi refi ghters from St. Jean 
and other area jurisdictions. 

A pork-on-a bun meal was enjoyed 
and live music provided by Almost 
Famous. Children got to play on sev-
eral bouncy castles, and 13+ attendees 
got the chance to try their hand at axe 
throwing. The Club Chez Nous raised 
an additional $1015.20 for the fi re de-
partment with the sale of ice cream 
sandwiches. The evening wrapped 
up with fi reworks took place at dusk.

“Some of the best curlers in the world have 
practiced here,” Brandt said. “We are the only 
club in Manitoba with summer ice and one of a 
handful of clubs across the country. I’ve heard 
of teams needing to train in Kelowna during the 
summer.”

It is important for competitive athletes to main-
tain their skills and, if needed, use the state-
of-the-art laser technology found at the Morris 
Curling Club’s Cargill Curling Training Centre. 

The club has been quite busy since re-opening. 
Two bonspiels take place the last two weekends 
of August, with teams coming from Wisconsin, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Minnesota.

“Eleven practices were booked one day last 
week,” shared Brandt. “These are teams curling 
out of Manitoba that we usually see on TV.”

A week-long summer camp was also hosted 
last week, allowing local youth to hone their 

curling skills. 
Chloée Pickell, 13, helped teach the younger 

curlers this year. She has curled for the past fi ve 
years with the curling club’s junior curling team, 
attending several youth bonspiels last year. 

“I like to curl and hope to get to the Scotties one 
day,” she said with a smile.

A summer fun league composed of local enthu-
siasts has already started playing during the day. 
Formal programming will begin in early October 
with several leagues available: Monday nights 
is the open division, Tuesdays is for the junior 
crowd, Wednesday is stick curling, and Thurs-
day is the rec. league. 

“The stick league is popular with anyone: those 
new to curling, curlers with safety concerns, mo-
bility issues, or bad knees,” explained Brandt. 
“There is no need to understand how to curl the 
rock.” 

The recreation league is provided during the 
day, usually attracting an older crowd, and is 

Members of Team McDonald analyze their throws on new 

ice at Morris Curling Club’s Cargill Curling Training Centre.

 >  NEW ICE, FROM PG. 2 available on a drop-in basis.
Anyone interested in curling on a league or bringing a 

school class out as an alternative to gym class can contact 
Brandt at 204-746-2271 or manager@morriscurlingclub.
com.
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Altona Bisons 
knock out 
Winkler Whips

By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Altona Bisons knocked out the 
Winkler Whips and now square off  
against the Cartwright Twins for the 
Border Baseball League title.

The Bisons-Whips series was a 
drawn-out aff air plagued by delays 
late last week, but it all fi nally came 
to a head Sunday in Winkler.

The Whips had extended the se-
ries—which became a race to six 
points thanks to a tie in game two af-
ter the match had to be called due to 
darkness—by winning their do-or-die 
game fi ve 7-4 last Tuesday.

Game six was slated to be played 

Wednesday and then Thursday, 
but rain interfered both times, and 
then Friday’s rescheduled game got 
bumped to Sunday due to a lack of 
available umpires.

The extended rest worked out well 
for the Bisons, who won it 5-0 to take 

the series seven points to fi ve, win 
the East Division title, and earn a seat 
at the championship table with the 
Twins.

Cartwright had won their semi-fi nal 
series against the Pilot Mound Pilots 
in four games to earn the West Divi-

sion title and advance.
On Monday, the Twins took game 

one of the championship series 4-0, 
playing in front of a home town 
crowd. 

A schedule for the remaining games 
was not available at press time.

East Div. champs  
now move on to face 
Twins for league title

 PHOTO BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
The Whips managed to extend the series with a 7-4 win in game fi ve last Tuesday night in Altona (above), but it was the 

Bisons who came out ahead in game six 5-0  win the East Division title. They now face Cartwright in the Border Baseball 

League championship fi nal.

Storm teams near end of season
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Storm 1 downed the 
visiting Grant Park SC 4-1 Sunday 
night.

Phillip Unrau led the home team 
in scoring with two goals, bolstered 
by singles from Cornie Siemens and 
Janick Richter.

The win follows up on the 4-1 defeat 
the Storm suff ered at the hands of AK 
Academy in Winnipeg a few days ear-

lier.
With that, at press time the team 

retained its hold on fi rst place in the 
Manitoba Major Soccer League’s Di-
vision one with a record of 10-2-2 and 
32 points, three up on second-place 
Winnipeg FC and four ahead of Ga-
lacticos FC in third place. 

Winkler Storm 2, meanwhile, didn’t 
have such a good week, falling to Lu-
cania United FC2 4-2 last Tuesday. 
Scoring for Winkler was Ehtha H. 

Moon and Janick Richter.
Monday night the team was slat-

ed to play the last-place Richmond 
Kings, but the Kings forfeited.

It bolsters the team’s record to 3-11-
2, good for 11 points and second-last 
place in the eight-team Division 2.

Coming up, Storm 1 host the Ha-
nover Kickers this Sunday at 7 p.m. 
while Storm 2 faces the Scorpions on 
the road next Monday night.

By Ashleigh Viveiros

After three seasons and the team’s 
fi rst championship win in 26 years, 
Winkler Flyers head coach and gen-
eral manager Justin Falk is moving on 
from the role this fall.

The junior hockey team announced 
over the weekend that Falk has re-
signed to pursue a position at the pro-
fessional level.

“Justin has played such a critical 
role in the success of this organization 
both on and off  the ice since he joined 
us for the 2021-22 season,” said team 
president Caleb Suderman. “The on-
ice results speak for themselves, but 
it’s the amount of time, eff ort and care 
behind the scenes and what he put 
into this community that are crucial 
to making junior hockey in Winkler 
possible. 

“We wish him nothing but the best 
as he moves on and look forward to 
watching his career progress over the 
years.”

For his part, Falk sent thanks out to 

Flyers bid farewell to Falk as head coach, GM
everyone he’s worked with over the 
past three years, as well as to the com-
munity and fans who support junior 
hockey in Winkler.

“Thank you to the community and 
board of directors for the opportunity 
to coach and general manage in our 
home town,” he said. “Within the last 
three seasons have come many in-

credible experiences for myself and 
family and we are forever grateful for 
the continued relationships that have 
been built and will carry forward in 
Winkler.”

Current assistant general manager 
and coach Coltyn Bates steps into 
Falk’s old role on an interim basis as 
the club sets out to hire a permanent 

replacement.
The team has its fi rst exhibition pre-

season game Sept. 6 against Stein-
bach. The MJHL regular season starts 
Sept. 20.

Winkler heads into the 2024-2025 
campaign as the defending champi-
ons, having won their fi rst Turnbull 
Cup since 1998 this spring.
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The Moto Park X track in Altona hosted last weekend’s Grassroots Motocross 

races, pitting competitors from across the province against one another in 

over two dozen event classes. The season continues with races in Grunthal this 

Saturday and Sunday and in Pilot Mound Sept. 14-15.

 PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
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A day at the races



News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Voice

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT IS HIR-
ING: Parts Technicians, 
Sales Consultant, Agri-
culture & Heavy Equip-
ment Techs - Journey-
man, Apprentices and 
Sales roles. View Open 
Roles www.rockymtn.
com/careers . Possible 
relocation and signing 
bonus off ered.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and 
get quick approval. Toll 
free 1-866-405-1228 
www.firstandsecond
mortgages.ca

WANTED
Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted 
fi rearms. Fully licensed 
for both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built air-
craft or an ultralight; fl y 
by day only in Canada 
with one passenger; 
can easily add fl oat 
rating to permit. LS Air-
ways Flight Academy 
204-651-1402.
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The 2025 Real Property, Personal Property and Business Property Assessment 
Rolls have been deposited in the Office of the Clerk at 111 Centre Avenue 
East (Town of Altona Civic Centre) and will be open for inspection by any 
person(s) during regular office hours.
The Board of Revision will sit at the Council Chambers of the Town of Altona 
located at 111 Centre Avenue East in Altona on Tuesday, October 8th, 2024 
at 6:00 P.M. for the purpose of revising the Assessment Rolls of the Town of 
Altona.
Complaints against any of the above noted assessments must be received by 
the Secretary of the Board by Monday, September 23rd, 2024 and may be 
made as follows:
Application for revision 
42(1)  A person in whose name property has been assessed, a mortgagee in 
possession of property under subsection 114(1) of The Real Property Act, an 
occupier of premises who is required under the terms of a lease to pay the 
taxes on the property, or the assessor may make application for the revision of 
an assessment roll with respect to the following matters: 
 (a)  liability to taxation; 
 (b)  amount of an assessed value; 
 (c)  classification of property; 
 (d)  a refusal by an assessor to amend the assessment roll   
  under subsection 13(2). 

Application requirements 
43(1)  An application for revision must 
 (a)  be made in writing; 
 (b)  set out the roll number and legal description of the assessable 
  property for which a revision is sought; 
 (c)  set out which of the matters referred to in subsection 42(1) are 
  at issue, and the grounds for each of those matters; and 
 (d)  be filed by 
  (i) delivering it or causing it to be delivered to the office 
  indicated in the public notice given under subsection 41(2), or 
  (ii) serving it upon the secretary, 
  at least 15 days before the scheduled sitting date of the board 
  (no later than September 23rd, 2024) as indicated in 
  the public notice.
Dated at Altona, in Manitoba, this 22nd day of August, 2024, A.D.
Town of Altona               Terry Fehr, Secretary
Box 1630,          Board of Revision for the Town of Altona
Altona, Manitoba ROG OBO                                

TOWN OF ALTONA
PUBLIC NOTICE

2025 BOARD OF REVISION
Prairie Rose School 

Division 

is searching for 
Educational Assistants

The following positions are 
available Sept 4/24, 

positions are 5.5 hours per day 
unless otherwise specified:

Colony

Collective

review, wage
increases will

.57 FTE TERM TEACHER
Competition #2024-50

Manitou Elementary School
Prairie Spirit School Division invites applications 

for a .57 FTE Term Teacher position to start 
as soon as possible to March 28th, 2025. 

Deadline for applications:  Noon August  30th, 2024. 
Details available at: www.prairiespirit.mb.ca 

or phone 204-836-2147.

CAREERS

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy 
item to announce? An exciting change in opera-
tions? Though we cannot guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the information into the right hands 
for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. Call MCNA 204-947-
1691 for more information. See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of Advertising” tab for more de-
tails.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
WANT TO ADVERTISE FALL ENROLLMENT or 
CONFERENCES? NOW is the time to get your 
information published! Book your ads now to 
boost enrolment! SELLING SOMETHING? Have 
your blanket classifi ed ads seen in the 31 Mem-
ber Newspapers which are seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. Now booking advertising for 
the remainder of 2024. Plan your success! Please 
Call 204-467-5836 or MCNA at 204-947-1691 for 
more details or to book ads. MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspapers Association. www.mcna.
com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler 
capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts 
humans and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key com-
pounds that work to stimulate red blood cell pro-
duction & cartilage cell regeneration & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 

467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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EMPLOYMENT

1.0 FTE TERM TEACHER
Competition #2024-49
Crystal City Early Years

Prairie Spirit School Division invites applications 
for a 1.0 FTE Term Teacher position to start as 

soon as possible to June 27th, 2025. 
Deadline for applications:  Noon August  30th, 2024. 

Details available at: www.prairiespirit.mb.ca 
or phone 204-836-2147.

EMPLOYMENT

PRSD Division Office is 
recruiting for a:

PP

Payroll Administrator
Position:

Payroll Assistant

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

  2. Cooking ingredient
  3. Iranian city
  4. Accuses
  5. Corrie
  6. Delivered a speech
  7. Collection of sacred books
  8. Theatrical
  9. Very fast airplane
 10. Arm bones
 11. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea

 13. Gemstone
 21. Counsels
 23. Corporate bigwig
 25. Cool!
 26. Touch lightly
 27. Small Milky Way constellation
 28. Satirical website
 29. Border lines
 32. Soft drinks
 33. Capital of Guam
 34. Six-membered ring (chemistry)

 36. Bar bill
 37. Car mechanics group
 38. Notable Bill Murray character
 40. Health care for the aged
 41. Gurus
 43. A passage with access only at 

one end
 44. Reduce
 46. Spy organization
 47. The upper surface of the mouth
 49. Plants of the lily family
 50. Type of reef
 51. Oral polio vaccine developer
 52. Mottled citrus fruit
 53. Lose
 54. Former Brazilian NBAer
 57. Baseball great Ruth
 58. __ Clapton, musician
 59. Chance
 61. Spanish soldier
 62. CNN’s founder

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mongolian city __ Bator
  5. Coconut palms
 10. Rounded knob
 14. Japanese city
 15. Type of sandwiches
 16. A type of shape
 17. Son of Shem
 18. French modernist painter
 19. Grandmother
 20. Mammary gland of female cattle
 22. Hill or rocky peak
 23. Secret political clique
 24. Songs to one’s beloved
 27. “Boardwalk Empire” actress 

Gretchen
 30. Father
 31. Chinese philosophical principle
 32. Restrict the number or amount 

of
 35. Combined into a single entity
 37. Brother or sister
 38. Evil spirit
 39. Materials in the earth’s crust
 40. Partner to cheese
 41. Of the sun
 42. Baseball great Ty
 43. After B
 44. Place to relax on the beach
 45. Folk singer DiFranco
 46. Partly digested food
 47. Small dog breed

 49. Salts
 52. Beard moss genus
 55. Mountain pass
 56. Type of sword
 60. Albanian language
 61. Metric weight unit
 63. Italian Seaport
 64. Longtime late night host
 65. Extremely angry
 66. Wading bird
 67. Days in mid-month
 68. Omitted from printed matter
 69. Upper body part
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Two-toed sloth

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

> GAMES
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OBITUARYOBITUARY

Elmer Howard Evenson
Elmer Howard Evenson, aff ectionately known as “Papa” to 

his grandchildren, passed away suddenly in the early hours of 
Thursday, August 8, 2024, at the age of 87.

Elmer fi rst lived on a farm just west of Haskett, and later south 
of Lake Minnewasta. When Elmer was just 14, his father passed 
away, and he left school early to help his mother and his sister on 
the farm.

Elmer became a skilled farmer, raising both beef and grains. In 
the late 1950s, Elmer met Catherine Muriel Vick, and they married 
in 1961. Together, they created a loving home for their children, 
Scott and Debora, on the property they called “Ironwood Farm,” 
named for the Ironwood trees growing near the lake.

Elmer’s ingenuity was evident in the many projects he undertook, 
from building a treehouse complete with electric lights and a 

television to crafting a motorized go-kart and a rocket ship made from oil drums. The garden 
tractor he built was featured on the cover of the Welding Magazine.

A devoted father, Elmer was known for his patience and support, with his family. He and 
Catherine were actively involved in the Scouting movement. They were involved in the local theatre 
organization – “The Company” with Elmer contributing his skills to being the stage manager, 
building sets, and operating the lighting and sound boards for the amateur productions. He was 
an avid dancer and enjoyed entertaining at personal care homes across southern Manitoba with 
Friends of Dance.

His long-time membership at St. Thomas Anglican Church found him teaching Sunday School, 
singing in the choir, serving as a Lay Reader and on Vestry as both Peoples’ and Rector’s 
Wardens.

Elmer and Catherine sold their farm in 2016 and moved to a condo in Morden. In the fall of 2023, 
Elmer moved to Tabor Home where he spent his fi nal days.

Elmer was predeceased by his parents, Clarence and Martha (nee Link), his sister Dorothy, his 
brother -in-law Elmer, his parents -in-law Walford and Jean Vick and numerous other relatives.

He is survived by his wife of almost 63 years, Catherine; his son Scott (Carrie); his daughter 
Debora; grandsons Dacota, Dallas, and Tyler and great-grandson Benji, his granddaughter Kayla; 
his sister-and brother-in-law Barbara and Don Rothenberger and nephew Philip as well as many 
cousins.

Thanks are extended to members of St. Thomas Anglican Church for their support and prayers 
and to the staff  and residents of Cedar House, Tabor Home for their friendship and care during 
the past year.

If friends so desire, donations may be made in Elmer’s memory to Alzheimer’s’ Society or South 
Central Cancer Resource.

Funeral service was held on August 17, 2024 at 2 p.m. and the burial was held prior at the 
Lakeside Cemetery, Morden.

John Neufeld
Johan (John) Dyck Neufeld, beloved husband, father, and friend, 

passed away on Saturday, August 3, 2024, in the RM of Roland, 
MB, at the age of 49. He entered into the presence of his loving 
Heavenly Father, leaving behind a legacy of kindness and faith.

Born on September 4, 1974 in Greenfi eld, Mexico, Campo 109, 
John’s early years were spent in Mexico before his family relocated 
to Manitoba. John and his family later lived briefl y in Alberta and 
Ontario before settling permanently in Manitoba.

John was preceded in death by his father, Jacob Neufeld; 
his sister, Tina; his niece, Chelsea; his nephews, Matthew and 
Jonathan; and his mother-in-law, Anna Harder.

He is lovingly remembered by his wife, Tina (Harder) Neufeld; 
his children, Victoria (Riley), Michael (Claudette), Bradley 
(Lena), Joshua, Adam, Tamara, and Solara; and his cherished 

grandchildren, Ashton, Paisley, Oliver, Ezekiel, and baby Neufeld. He is also survived by his 
mother, Katharina, and his siblings, Nancy (Jake), Cristina (John), Isaack (Nettie), Jake (Tina), 
Helen (Bill), Pete (Heather), and their families.

John and Tina’s love story began in 1989. He was baptized in 1994 in the Reinland Mennonite 
Church. They were married the following year and were looking forward to celebrating their 29th 
wedding anniversary this September. John began working at Meridian in 1994, starting as a 
painter and quickly advancing to the role of team manager. His dedication, leadership, and warm 
smile earned him respect and admiration in every aspect of his life—whether at work, in church, 
or within the community.

John was known for his joyful spirit, always spreading his love for Jesus, people, and life itself. 
He had a gift for making others feel special, and he never hesitated to off er a kind word, a helping 
hand, or a heartfelt laugh. He was passionate about cooking, baking, spending time with family, 
traveling, and trying new things.

In the last three years of his life, John discovered a new passion—motorcycle riding. After 
obtaining his learner’s permit in August 2021, he enjoyed many adventures with his riding 
buddies. In addition to riding, John took pride in dressing well, singing in the choir, and helping 
his children plan memorable events.

If you have cherished memories, stories, or photos of John, we warmly invite you to share them 
with us. Your contributions will help celebrate his life and keep his spirit alive in our hearts. Every 
memory is a treasured gift, and we deeply appreciate your willingness to share. 

https://form.jotform.com/242211437179050
His celebration of life was held on Wednesday, August 14, 2024 at 2 p.m. at the Winkler 

Bergthaler Mennonite Church. A public viewing was held at the Winkler Wiebe Funeral Chapel on 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024, from 1 p.m. – 6 p.m.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to Wiebe’s Funeral Home to support other families 
facing unexpected funeral costs.

Wiebe Funeral Chapel, Morden
in care of arrangements

www.wiebefuneralhome.com

Wiebe Funeral Home Winkler
in care of arrangements

www.wiebefuneralhome.com

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

SPRING DISCOUNT

15% OFF 403.872.4934
Call or email for a FREE ESTIMATE!

prestigeroofingcontracting@gmail.com

Veteran Owned & Operated
WE OFFER:

 

BizBiz
CardsCards

NOTICE TO CREDITORS PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER of the estate of                               
DENNIS IRVEN ZIMMERMAN, 
late of the City of Winkler, Manitoba,         
Deceased.

ALL CLAIMS against the above Estate, 
duly verified by Statutory Declaration, 
must be sent to the undersigned at 504 
Stanley Avenue, Winkler, Manitoba, 
R6W 0M3, within four (4) weeks of the 
date of this publication.

GBH LAW OFFICE
Solicitor for the Estate

CARMAN MEDICAL GROUP
Drs Clayden, Kruk and Engel are

pleased to announce that
DR AIMAN DABLOUK

has joined the Carman Medical 
Group and is now accepting new 
patients. He is a family physician 

with an interest in babies and 
children, and he is also offering 

office based prenatal care. He speaks 
Arabic, Russian and Ukrainian 

as well as English. Please phone 
204-745-2024 for an appointment.

182 Main Street South
Carman MB R0G 0J0

Remember Your Remember Your Loved OnesLoved Ones    
with an Announcement in the

Call 204-467-5836 or

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Pool party wraps up 
summer reading program
By Lori Penner

The South Central Regional Library 
Altona branch hosted a pool party at 
the Altona Aquatic Centre Aug. 14 to 
celebrate another successful summer 
reading program.

About 100 children and teens at-
tended the free event, which was 
sponsored by the Altona Elks. There 
were door prizes and lots of smiles as 
the group enjoyed a fun-fi lled hour at 
the pool.

This year’s theme for the Bookland 
Explorers Summer Reading Club was 
Under the Sea. Branch administrator 
Rachael Friesen explained that partic-
ipants were divided into two teams, 
with either a jellyfi sh or an octopus as 
their mascot.

“The teams competed against each 
other for the most minutes. And they 
also logged their minutes for a chance 

to buy prizes or win a grand prize. 
There were also daily activities.”

Participants followed a map, with 
the goal to get their mascots to 2,000 
hours of reading. In the end, Team Jel-
lyfi sh won with 2,150 hours, though 
Team Octopus was not far behind, 
posting 2,040. This year’s program 
culminated in grand prize draws at 
the branch on Aug.17.

“The main idea is to get everybody to 
continue reading over the summer,” 
Friesen said. “This year we also did a 
teen program across all fi ve branches. 
Across the region, we had 181 teens 
participate, which was amazing.”

There were a total of 181 participants 
of all ages at the Altona Branch alone 
this year, including 40 teens.

Cameron Toews was this summer’s 
coordinator for the program. 

“I absolutely loved it. It was a really 
exciting summer, and we had great 

participation. I loved doing crafts and 
activities with everyone. It was very 
busy, but just so fun. Everyone loved 
the Under the Sea theme, and I was 

happy to see such a big number of 
teens involved as well. It was fantas-
tic, and I’d love to be involved again 
next year.”

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Summer reading program participant Maria Toledo takes a splash on the water 

slide.

Gospel Music Festival 
fans fill Centennial Park

 PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
The second annual Altona Gospel Music Festival fi lled Altona Centennial Park with 

music Saturday afternoon and evening. Hundreds of gospel music lovers packed 

in to hear bands like the Quonset Brothers, Old Friends, the Martens Brothers, 

Glorybound Quartet, the Peters Family, the Glen Cross Quartet, and the Martin 

Elias Family. There were also food vendors on hand to serve up lunch and supper. 

Donations collected all went to Youth for Christ Altona.



16   The Voice  Thursday, August 22, 2024

Legends charity drag 
races a success
By Lori Penner

Another Legends Car Club Charity 
Airport Drag race is in the books, and 
organizers are thrilled with the turn-
out.

Alex Loewen, co-chair for the races 
and Legends Car Club president, 
says while the numbers haven’t been 
crunched yet, based on overall atten-
dance last weekend, he’s certain they 
did well in fundraising for their three 
chosen charities: Genesis House, 
South Central Cancer Resource and 
STARS Air Ambulance.

“Crowds were good, racers were 
happy, both days ran smoothly, with 
only a few small delays, but other-
wise everybody left happy.”

About 53 racers competed each day, 
and the stands were full. 

“Crowds on Sunday were even big-
ger than Saturday this year, and our 
reader boards were back and up and 
running, so that improved the specta-
tor experience.”

Other charitable organizations who 
benefi tted from the weekend are also 
pleased. Loewen says The Commu-
nity Exchange was busy at the cold 
shack, and Sixteen13 Ministries did 
a smooth job with parking and man-
aging the crowds. The Bunker’s food 
truck, Industrial Eats, had two long 
lines all day, both days.

Chris Hildebrand and Emilia Kehler 
ran The Bunker truck. 

“We sold 750 burgers, 817 orders of 
fries and 243 hot dogs over the week-
end, which is amazing,” Kehler says.

Hildebrand adds, “No other food 
truck that I’m aware of can push out 
meals as fast as we can, with the qual-
ity that we can, so it’s something that 
we really take a lot of pride in. It’s one 
way of building self suffi  ciency for 
the nonprofi t, and to provide job op-
portunities and work and life coach-
ing for the youth and young adults 
that need a bit of guidance.”

While the weekend off ered a lot of 
thrills for the crowd, it also provided 
valuable experience for the racers, 
and Kennedy Letkeman is one of 
them.

At eight years old, in her junior 
dragster, she was the youngest brack-
et racer on the track. She received the 
dragster as a Christmas present from 
her grandfather, Rod Fehr, who is an 
experienced competitor himself, and 
has not missed a single Legends race.

Racing is a family tradition, Fehr 
says. 

“I found a guy close to the Saskatch-
ewan border who had three for sale, 
so I bought them. A friend of mine 
drives one. My oldest granddaughter 
drives one, but she decided to wait to 
race next year. We have a long history 
with Legends, and it’s always a great 
experience.”

Fehr adds, “We’re really proud of 

Kennedy. She did so 
well, considering she 
only played around 
with it at the farm. 
Her mom still has 
a license and may 
get back into it next 
year.I guess after 
three generations, the 

 PHOTOS BY 
LORI PENNER/VOICE

Over 50 racers came 

out last weekend 

to take part in the 

Legends Car Club’s 

annual charity drag 

races at the Altona 

airport. Among them 

was eight-year-old 

Kennedy Letkeman 

(right) who was the 

youngest bracket 

racer on the track in 

her junior dragster. 

It was her fi rst time 

racing and she says 

she had a blast.

legacy continues.”
“This was my fi rst time racing,” 

Kennedy says. “It was so much fun. It 
feels really cool to go straight against 
the wind, and your hair just goes 
whoosh.”

“She’s been running very consis-
tently, with an almost perfect reaction 
time,” says her mom, Stephanie Let-
keman, who has also competed in a 
number of races.

Letkeman explains how in bracket 
racing, it’s not about beating someone 
else’s speed, but whoever comes the 
closest to their estimated time.

“She was the only one in her brack-
et, so she’s been getting good experi-
ence, and it was a really fun day. I’m 
unbelievably proud of her.”

In terms of safety, Stephanie says, 
“As a mom, you always want your 
kid to be as safe as possible. But re-
alistically, it’s more dangerous to ride 

your bike around the neighborhood, 
than to be in this. They have really 
good roll bars, and she’s fully kitted 
out with equipment to keep her safe. 
I don’t think they could make it any 
safer if they tried at this point.”

Kennedy’s friends are impressed 
with her new hobby. On one of the 
last days of school this year, her mom 
and grandfather brought a few of 
their dragsters to school to give the 
students a chance to see the equip-
ment and sit inside one of the cars.

“They think it’s really cool,” Ken-
nedy says. “They had never sat in a 
race car before.”

While the racing season is nearly 
over, her dragster won’t sit still for 
long. 

“We might try to get her into Gimli, 
to get her fully licensed,” Stephanie 
says.
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