
Fundraising Dinner

Join us for great food and entertainment by 

Big Daddy Tazz, a local comedian. 
Advanced tickets are just 40 dollars and are available at Blue 

Sky Opportunities. Donations will also be accepted, and 

receipts will be issued throughout the evening. I look forward 

to a great evening with you all on November 7th at 6 p.m.

Support Blue Sky Opportunities, 
and pick up your tickets today!

Located in the Altona Mall 
204-324-8348 sales@borderrealty.net
Located in the Altona MaMaMaMM lllllllllllllllllllll

r e a l  e s t a t e  l t d .

Serving Altona, Gretna, Rosenfeld and Beyond!

Marvin Letkeman
362-4545

Harry Hildebrand
324-7396

Wayne Arseny
324-4492

Christina Tomyk
712-5587

Mike Kroeker
324-3673

Frank Doerksen
324-7021

Chntelle Heppner
324-7955

Jeff Wiebe
324-1645
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A night of danceA night of dance The Altona Gujarati community held a Navratri The Altona Gujarati community held a Navratri 

celebration at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre Saturday. celebration at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre Saturday. 

For the full story, see Pg. 10.For the full story, see Pg. 10.
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Sun Valley Co-op
ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING
Wednesday, October 23/24
7:00pm Altona Curling Club

∙Annual Report 
∙2023 Audited Financial Statement 

∙Election of Directors

Call for nominations for the Board of Directors
Incumbent Directors are eligible for re-election.  

Nominations from the floor will not be accepted at the AGM. 
Candidates must meet certain qualifications.  

Applications available at SVC Admin Office

Deadline for applications is Wednesday, October 16/24

204-324-6956

MUNICIPAL PROPERTY
TAXES ARE DUE

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31ST

PAY ONLINE
Allow 2-3 business days for online payments
to process. Make sure to pay no later than

Monday, October 28th.

MAIL A CHEQUE
Cheques must be received before the close

of the office on the due date.

IN PERSON
You can pay at our office by cheque, cash or

debit. We DO NOT accept credit cards.

QUESTIONS?
Please call our office at 204-324-5357

or email info@rhinelandmb.ca

Survey results reveal Altona’s vision for recreational future
By Lori Penner

The survey results are in, and Altona 
residents have shared their vision for 
the community’s recreational future.  

The survey and open house were 
conducted this summer by profes-

sional consulting agency Urban Sys-
tems, which has partnered with Al-
tona to develop a master plan for the 
community’s wishes concerning fu-
ture recreation and transportation of 
the town.

The initial draft outlines three guid-

a new indoor multi-use facility, a per-
manent dog park, additional leisure 
programming with a focus on arts 
and culture, expanding the existing 
campground, skate park, and play-
grounds to include more amenities, 
exploring opportunities for addition-
al funding, and land use rezoning of 
agricultural land within Altona’s mu-
nicipal boundaries.

Recreation manager Eric Hildeb-
rand says the whole process is part of 
a study to explore what the commu-
nity already off ers and areas where 
they could expand or improve.

“Urban Systems reviewed all the 
information from Round 1, and we 
held a second community engage-
ment event this month with a second 
survey which concluded this week. 
We’ve gleaned and created a clearer 
focus on what Altona residents are 
looking for.”

Hildebrand says it’s interesting to 
see what came out of the fi rst round.  

“They’re seeing a desire for acces-
sible, dedicated recreational facilities 
for sports beyond baseball and hock-
ey, such as soccer, softball, pickleball 
and cricket.”

The fi rst survey also indicated that 
the most popular facilities in the com-
munity are the Centennial Park, the 
walking trails, the Millennium Exhi-
bition Centre (MEC), and the Buff alo 
Creek Nature Park.

The survey also indicated that walk-
ing and running along the trails was 
the most frequent activity, followed 
by team sports, swimming, and cy-
cling.

“We’re fortunate in Altona that 

we’ve had some of these facilities in 
place for years,” Hildebrand said. 
“We’ve embarked on some substan-
tial projects which put us in a great 
place, even today. Now we’re mak-
ing sure that the current council has 
some guidance for recreation moving 
forward.”

Along with the obvious benefi ts to 
personal well-being, Hildebrand says 
a good variety of recreational options 
in the community creates more access 
to opportunities, programming, and 
events which draw more people to 
the community.

“There’s always economic spin-off s 
with that, as well.”

Moving forward, Hildebrand says 
the second round of the survey fo-
cused on priorities and recommenda-
tions noted in the fi rst draft.

“We’re going to take the informa-
tion we gathered from round one and 
narrow it down even more,” he said. 
“We’ve asked the community to pro-
vide their thoughts and ideas.

“We’re beyond the halfway point 
where we felt this entire exercise 
would take us,” Hildebrand said. 
“After the survey results are fi nalized 
and tabulated, an in-person review of 
the open house and survey will take 
place in the next few months with 
Urban Systems.  Ultimately, Urban 
Systems will glean through every-
thing, narrow it down and present it 
to council.

“All this feedback is going to be 
used to refi ne and fi nalize a master 
plan, and they must decide what to 
do moving forward. At least now, 
they’ll have a starting point.” 

The Altona Skatepark is a popular The Altona Skatepark is a popular 

place for local youth. A number of place for local youth. A number of 

community members would like to community members would like to 

see a shelter added.see a shelter added.
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ing principles—
equity, inclusion 
and access, cli-
mate resiliency 
and sustainabili-
ty, and health and 
wellness—along 
with recommen-
dations for shap-
ing the future of 
recreation deci-
sion making.

These recom-
mendations in-
clude improv-
ing safety and 
accessibility in 
Altona’s active 
transportation, 
upgrades to rec-
reation facili-
ties, the creation 
of new outdoor 
multi-use facili-
ties and creating 

Get in touch 
with us at 

204-325-6888
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Shoe Repair

YOUR WORK & WESTERN WEARHOUSE

Service & Selection Guaranteed
Company charges welcome (must be arranged ahead of time) GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

 Monday to Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday 9:30am to 4:00 pm

FALL SAVINGS!!
KIDS RUBBER BOOTS 
& INSULATED BOOTS

25% OFF

Doorcrasher
TIGER CSA BOOTS

$143.99

DoorcrasherDoorcrasher

CIRCADIA MID WP 
$140.00

WESTERN BOOTS

 2025 % OFF

WESTERN SHIRTS
TAX INCLUDED

BUY2 WRANGLERS
20% OFF

HATS 
20% OFF

INSULATED & WP
BOOTS 

20% OFF

24101GM3

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler city council is mourning the loss of 
one of its own.

Councillor Don Fehr passed away on Sat-
urday of a suspected heart attack. He was 62 
years old.

“It is with profound sadness that we share 
news of the sudden and unexpected passing 
of City of Winkler councillor Don Fehr, yes-
terday afternoon,” Mayor Henry Siemens 
said in a statement Sunday. “We extend 
our condolences and prayers to Don’s wife 
Kathy and their family during this unimag-
inably diffi  cult time. We will miss him im-
mensely around our table.”

Fehr was in the midst of his third term in 
offi  ce, having fi rst been elected in 2014. 

He’d been a fi xture in the local business 
community for decades, most recently as the 
owner of Eco Plus Sanitation and Cleaning 
Supplies.

His community involvement stretches back 
for years before he entered municipal poli-
tics, including stints as Harvest Festival co-
chair and with the Awana Children’s Minis-
try in Manitoba and Northern Ontario.

In an interview Monday, Siemens shared 
his memories of a dedicated public servant 
and friend.

“He was a good friend, somebody who 
was a listening ear. He always had optimistic 
thoughts and ideas,” he said. “He always be-
lieved that every problem could be solved.”

Fehr served on numerous boards and coun-
cil committees over the years.

“He never, ever declined an appointment,” 
Siemens said. “He always stepped into it en-
thusiastically.

“I think the biggest thing that we can say 
about Don is that he loved his community. 
He wanted to fi nd a way to contribute to 

Winkler city council, community 
mourning loss of Coun. Don Fehr

it. He thought Winkler was a 
great town and he wanted to 
do everything that he could to 
make it even better.

“He did that through his ser-
vice in his private business 
as well. When you talk to his 
customers, he always had time 
to visit. He always had time to 
share. 

“He was a man of deep con-
viction, a man of faith,” Sie-
mens continued. “He listened 
to absolutely every opinion 
that was out there ... even 
when he disagreed with the 
points that were being made, 
he took the time to listen.

“That was, I think, one of the 
hallmarks of Don’s life.”

 CITY OF WINKLER PHOTO
Councillor Don Fehr, who had 

served on Winkler city council 

for a decade, passed away 

unexpectedly Saturday.
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I 
have a problem. I am a 
photoholic. I take TOO 
MANY PICTURES. It’s true. 
Maybe I take more than 
you, or maybe not. I think I 

am one part of a much larger 
societal problem, but it’s hard 
to say because no one talks 
about this addiction.

As you know, recently I was in Lon-
don, England cele-
brating (and offi  ci-
ating) the wedding 
of my son and our 
new daughter-in-
law. 

That particular 
digital travel al-
bum has 559 pho-
tos in it ... stretched 
across a seven-day 
visit. If a picture is 
worth a thousand words that’s more 
than half a million words or about six 
typical novels.

The great, albeit old fashioned, Ca-
nadian writer Robertson Davies is 
famous for his hatred of word pro-
cessors, suggesting the encouraged 
verbosity. I suspect he would feel the 
same about digital cameras.

Having a high-quality digital cam-
era on my phone makes taking photos 
as easy as breathing. Unfortunately 
for a person like me with a journalist’s 
heart, ease of photography combines 
with a desire to document EVERY-
THING.

It should also be noted that volume 
of photos does not translate to quality. 
Most of the pictures I take are unre-

Worth a thousand words

The newspaper is supported by advertising 

dollars. If you enjoy the paper and would 

like to see it grow and prosper, visit any of 

the advertisers and businesses in our rural 

communities. Keep your dollars working at 

home and shop local.

Our commitment to you: we want to help 

build stronger communities through articles 

that both inform and entertain you about 

what’s going on throughout the Pembina 

Valley. This is your community newspaper—

let us know what you want to see in it.
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The Voice welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic, and re-
spectful. 

The Voice reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any submission.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for ver-
ifi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@winklermordenvoice.ca.

Letter policy

markable. 
It’s actually a pretty bad problem. 

I take so many photos on vacation 
that those who travel with me often 
choose not to take any under the rule 
of “why bother?”

I have actively wondered if I am ac-
tually missing part of the travel expe-
rience because I am seeing almost ev-
erything through the lens. Shouldn’t 
I take a few moments and enjoy the 
sights unfi ltered with my own eyes? 
I think so.

I wonder if there is a market for an 
app that limits the number of photos 
you take in a day? Say 24 photos like 
the ancients were restricted to in a roll 
in the days of fi lm photography.

Unfortunately, if I was in the dis-
tant past using fi lm, I would likely 
have brought a dozen rolls with me 
on a vacation and half of those pics 
would be blurry. Still, this would only 
amount to 288 pics so maybe that is a 
sort of restriction.

Photo obesity is part of a larger 
problem of our era, if it is a problem. 
We have created amazing tools allow-
ing us to dramatically increase our 
creative volumes in nearly every area 

of our lives.
Today you can write a single prompt 

and in the course of 30 seconds an 
AI-driven tool will create an entire, 
well-edited video for you with B-roll 
shots included. Incredible.

I fear we will drown in the tsunami 
of content that is coming our way. 
One day our augmented reality glass-
es will capture an entire seven-day 
vacation at 240 frames per second and 
deliver them all to us in an album.

That’s more than 145 million pic-
tures, which will make by measly 580 
look pathetic. Still, I imagine we will 
fi nd ways to complain about having 
“missed” something important.

If I had the power, would I eradi-
cate digital cameras in favour of fi lm? 
Absolutely not. The problem is not 
the tool ... it is how we use it. Things 
change, technology typically pro-
gresses, and we adjust accordingly. 

I am happy to report that as of the 
writing of this column it has been a 
whole four days since I have taken a 
picture of anything. Maybe I’ll get a 
pin if I can hold out another 361 days. 
If I do, I must remember to take a pic-
ture of it.

All columns and letters published on our Get Heard pages are the personal opinions of the submitting writers. They are not objective 
news articles, nor are they necessarily the viewpoint of the Voice.

The Voice is published Thursdays and 
distributed as a free publication to 21,141 
households. Republishing in whole or in 
part without permission is prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing. The 
Voice received fi nancial support from the 
Government of Canada in 2021.

GENERAL INQUIRIES:
204-325-6888

ADVERTISING:  
Gwen Dyck 204-823-0535
gdyck@winklermordenvoice.ca

NEWS DESK:

Ashleigh Viveiros Editor
204-332-3456  news@winklermordenvoice.ca

Lorne Stelmach Reporter
204-823-2655  lstelmach@winklermordenvoice.ca

MAILING ADDRESS:
Winkler Morden Voice
Box 39, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

Advertising Deadline: Monday at 4 p.m. View the Voice online at www.winklermordenvoice.ca or altonavoice.ca
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WINKLER CAMPGROUND DUE 

FOR AN UPGRADE
Winkler’s campground is in a 

unique position, close to the pool, 
playground, MEC, art gallery, base-
ball diamonds, etc. However, here is 
our story.

On Aug. 7, I called the Winkler 
Campground to reserve some sites 
for the September long weekend. I 
was not told that the showers and 
washrooms were not available, only 
that we would have 15 amp ser-
vice on the west side. I called a few 
weeks later to reserve another site 
and no mention was made about the 
toilets and showers, only the 15 amp 
service.

The sign on the showers said we 
could use toilets and showers at the 
pool, starting at 6:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
However, it being a long weekend, 
the pool did not open until 1 p.m. on 
Saturday. The MEC was supposed 
to be open at 9 a.m., but I didn’t go 
and check it out.

We don’t understand why the 
showers and toilets could not be re-
paired after the camping season is 
done.

We have a motor home builder in 
our fair city, namely Triple E, and 
we cannot accommodate our own 
people. We were told our motor 
home was too long, it being 35 feet, 
but beside our neighbours was one 
that was longer.

We want to spend millions on 
a pickleball court, but our camp-
ground to accommodate all these 
people only has a few sites that are 
really usable, being only 15 amp ser-
vice.

Why is our campground not be-
ing updated to 30 amp service for 
everyone? We want people to come 
here, then let’s serve them.

Another thing to address is the 
sewer dump. Every camper has to 
go through the campground to turn 
around to dump. There were at least 
two dozen who came through while 
we were there; they had not camped 
in Winkler, but chose to dump here. 
With the children on skateboards, 
bikes, and little scooters, we feel it 
is too dangerous for all this traffi  c.

Esther Reimer, 
Winkler

“For many, it is the action 
piece that is missing”
By Lorne Stelmach

Morden marked National Day for  
Truth and Reconciliation Monday 
with a fl ag raising ceremony and 
healing walk.

The ceremony was led by Courtney 
Yeo Thiessen, who noted the passing 
of Doreen Cameron “who was instru-
mental in  helping us organize the 
very fi rst September 30 event here in 
Morden in 2021.

“Her voice and strength is missed, 
not only in this community but her 
home Swan Lake as well,” she said.

Yeo Thiessen noted it was “a day 
to recognize and refl ect on the tragic 
history and ongoing legacy of resi-
dential schools, honour survivors and 
remember the children who never re-
turned home.”

She also refl ected on the meaning of 
the day and how there is still much 
more to be done.

“How many of us understand what 

the reconciliation half of today really 
means?” Yeo-Thiessen asked, noting 
the word reconciliation implies there 
had been a good relationship to begin 
with; what is needed fi rst is actually 
conciliation before reconciliation can 
truly begin, she said.

“For meaningful reconciliations to 
take shape, there needs to be an hon-
est attempt to restore to Indigenous 
people what was taken at the time of 
colonization.

“For many, it is the action piece that 
is missing,” she concluded.

Andrei Mardli off ered the land ac-
knowledgment and speaker Marge 
Daniels introduced herself as the 
kookum (Cree for grandmother) for 
Western School Division. The Swan 
Lake resident was hired by the divi-
sion last November.

“I’m very happy to be in this posi-
tion,” said Daniels. “I’m very thank-
ful for Western School Division for 

with residential schools.”
Morden Mayor Nancy Penner also 

spoke on this being a day to refl ect on 
the historic and ongoing impact on 
Indigenous communities and to help 
dismantle the barriers of ignorance 
and intolerance.

“This day calls us to listen, to learn 
and engage in meaningful conversa-

tions about the painful truths of the 
past,” said Penner. “We acknowledge 
these painful truths as we also com-
mit to building a future that embraces 
understanding, healing and unity.

“Reconciliation requires us to play 
an active role from educating our-
selves to fostering relationships root-
ed in respect and empathy.”

 PHOTOS BY 
LORNE STELMACH/

VOICE
Above: Raising the 

fl ag at the Access 

Event Centre. Right: 

Elder Marge Daniels.

hiring me. I will 
hopefully be here for 
a few years ... I do 
work with all four of 
the schools in West-
ern School Division.

“I go to the class-
rooms and I teach the 
children as much of 
my culture as I can,” 
she shared. “I hope I 
can teach ... some of 
the stuff  that went on 
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By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Pembina Hills Arts Council 
(PHAC) has put a call out for volun-
teers with a love of all things spooky 
to get involved with their Halloween 
haunt

Starting Oct. 17, PHAC, located in 
the clock tower building in down-
town Morden, is putting on a Hallow-
een Haunted Gallery Thursday, Fri-
day, and Saturday nights leading up 
to and including Halloween.

The haunt will run Thursdays and 
Fridays from 4-8 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 3-8 p.m. Halloween night will be 
4-9 p.m.

The 15-20 minute walk through the 
gallery will take visitors through a 
toxic waste dump, an asylum, the 
Hall of Hands, and a mad scientist’s 
dungeon lab.

Admission is $5 at the door or in 
advance at pembinahillsarts.com. 
Group sizes max out at 10 people.

With a few weeks to go until the 
haunt starts up, PHAC is looking for 
people to help make it happen, shares 
executive director Jennifer Smirl.

“We’re looking for people who 
are interested in Halloween—and 
I know there’s a lot of Halloween 
buff s around here—who want to 
come and work with us. To set up, to 
make props, costumes ... we’re going 
to need people at the doors ushering 
people in and out.”

Volunteers willing to serve as actors 
in the haunt are also most welcome.

The haunt will defi nitely feature 
some thrills and chills, so it’s not for 
young children, Smirl says. 

“We’ve got some scarier parts and 
some less scary parts,” she says, 
stressing parental accompaniment is 
recommended for kids who want to 
join in on the fun.

“We’re planning on making this an 

annual event, and then we’ll have 
add-on stuff  like costume prizes, 
pumpkin carving, the whole works,” 
Smirl shares. This year, though, 
they’re starting with the haunt and 
seeing how it goes.

If you’d like to get involved as a vol-
unteer, head to pembinahillsarts.com 
to sign-up.

YEAR-ROUND VOLUNTEERS ALSO

NEEDED
If haunts aren’t your thing, there’s 

still plenty of other opportunities to 
get involved in keeping PHAC up 
and running, stresses board president 
Lorne Stelmach.

“We have a wide range of needs 
right now,” he says. 

Chief among them is a need for new 
board members willing to roll up 
their sleeves and jump into ongoing 
planning and fundraising eff orts.

“That includes everything from get-
ting involved in one or two subcom-

mittees to even just off ering a bit of 
time here and there at some of our 
events,” Stelmach says.

The board right now is “operating 
kind of on a bare minimum” with 
seven  members, he says. So there’s 
plenty of room for people with a wide 
range of backgrounds and interests—
fi nance, fundraising, promotions, and 
more. 

“The board members are all volun-
teers with full-time jobs and families 
and everything, so it’s hard—we need 
more people to share the workload,” 
Stelmach says. 

But if getting involved as a board 
member isn’t something you can 
swing right now, PHAC can also use 
some general volunteers to help out 
with gallery events and program-
ming.

“If people have an interest, you don’t 
need to be involved as a board mem-
ber to help out,” Stelmach stresses, 
noting their volunteer base took a real 

PHAC puts call out for volunteers
Halloween haunt at 
the gallery Oct. 17-31

Singin’ in the Grain concert in Winkler Oct. 26
By Lorne Stelmach

Upcoming fundraising concerts are 
built around the simple idea of rais-
ing our voices in song to help feed the 
hungry people of the world.

Singin’ in the Grain is the eff ort of 
a small committee of people who or-
ganize this pair of annual concerts 
to support the work of the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank (CFGB). 

The 2024 concerts at the end of the 
month will feature two male voice 
choirs: the Faith and Life Male Choir 
and the Eastman Male Choir. 

These two ensembles, comprised of 
singers from across southern Manito-
ba, will sing at the Emmanuel Men-
nonite Church in Winkler Oct. 26 at 7 
p.m. and then at the Douglas Menno-
nite Church in Winnipeg Oct. 27 at 3 
p.m.

“When you think a group of musi-
cians are willing to donate their time, 
and that people are so willing to come 
and attend these events and to make 
donations, when there are so many 
other projects, it is amazing,” said 
spokesperson Pearl Braun Dyck.

“The realization of the importance 
of this is there, and it is huge to know 
that people continue to support us 
in this way,” she added, noting the 
fundraiser on average has brought in 
upwards of $25,000 per concert.

Through the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, with the support of the feder-
al government, that amount is then 
matched anywhere from three to four 
times

“So that is very signifi cant, the con-
tribution that the Canadian govern-
ment does provide,” said Braun Dyck.

Convinced that not only farmers 

can help address food security issues 
around the world, the committee or-
ganizes these free concerts annually 
to off er others an opportunity to sup-
port the work of CFGB, which is a 
consortium of Canadian Christian aid 
agencies who do relief and develop-
ment work around the world.

There is no admission to attend the 

shows, but all concert-goers will be 
invited and encouraged to share in 
supporting the work of the CFGB.

Since the performers and organizers 
all volunteer their time, and sponsors 
cover all costs of the concerts, every 
dollar donated that day will go di-
rectly to the work of addressing food 
security concerns around the world.

The focus this year will be on areas 
of confl ict. Watching television news 
reports in the security and comfort 
of Canada demonstrates clearly how 
devastating war and confl ict are for 
vulnerable people in many places 
around the world, observed Braun 
Dyck, whose husband is also involved 
in harvest projects which support the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

“We know the impact these things 
can have,” she said, stressing that 
these concerts off er an opportunity 
to hear more about working toward 
ending world hunger and to partic-
ipate in a small way by supporting 
CFGB’s eff orts.

“At every concert, stories are shared 
about people who have been impact-
ed by receiving something from Ca-
nadian Foodgrains Bank ... and the 
impact that it has had has been huge.”

For more information or to donate, 
you can go online to foodgrainsbank.
ca/singin.

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The Eastman Male Choir (above) and the Faith and Life Male Choir perform in this 

year’s Singin’ in the Grain concerts in Winkler and Winnipeg Oct. 26-27.

Continued on page 7
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Katie Cares Fashion Show 
another sold-out hit

 PHOTOS BY 
ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE

It was another sold-out 

year for the Katie Cares 

Annual Celebration of 

hit through the pandemic and hasn’t 
fully recovered in the years since. 
“We’re more than open to having 
people volunteer in any capacity ... 
and we’re open to all ideas.”

A thriving arts council is only pos-
sible if community members step up 
to keep it running.

“I see the arts council and the gal-
lery and the various programs and 

workshops that we off er as really 
being like a hub for arts and culture 
in the community,” Stelmach says. 
“But for that to fully happen, we 
need the support and we need peo-
ple to get involved.”

Head to the gallery website or stop 
by to learn more about how you can 
get involved.

 >  PHAC, FROM PG. 6

By Lorne Stelmach

North Railway Street in Morden will 
be getting a new honourary name.

The route in downtown Morden 
from 4th Street to 11th Street will be 
known as Veteran’s Way.

It will be similar to the honourary 
name of Larke Lane that was adopt-
ed a few years ago for 13th Street. The 
Morden Legion is paying for the addi-
tional signage to  be placed alongside 
the exisiting street signs.

“I actually had been thinking about 
it for quite a while,” said Legion rep-
resentative Bob Frost. “I threw it out 
there to see what [council’s] reactions 
would be, and they were actually 
quite supportive of it. 

A week later, the City had a proto-
type of the sign to show him.

“Given the events that are taking 
place in the world right now, I think 
it’s important that we bring memo-

ries of our veterans to the forefront 
because, who knows, we may be 
called upon again,” said Frost. “The 
mandate of the Legion is to support 
veterans and their families and pro-
mote the act of remembrance of these 
veterans ... so we try to honour their 
sacrifi ce and their service.

“If people notice the signs and may-
be think about veterans a little more, 
it can only help us in our job of pro-
moting veterans and their families.”

Mayor Nancy Penner said it was an 
easy decision for council.

“It’s a way to honour all of the vet-
erans ... a nice commemorative way 
to pay tribute to the service men and 
women. With the Legion being on 
North Railway, it just made sense ... 
it’s a nice little reminder to the com-
munity to show respect to our vet-
erans, and this will be a permanent 
way.”

North Railway St. to be 
named Veteran’s Way

Life Fashion Show, which 

fi lled the Meridian Exhibition 

Centre in Winkler Saturday. 

The evening—now in its 11th 

year—included music from 

The Bromantics, runway 

fashions from a host of local 

businesses, and an online 

auction, with all proceeds 

going to support Katie Cares 

and Katie’s Cottage.
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Winkler council updates 
two special service levies
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Winkler city council gave fi rst read-
ing to a pair of special service levies at 
its Sept. 24 meeting.

Council held public hearings for 
its police and fi re protection services 
special levy and its highway mainte-
nance, street lighting, and snow re-
moval services levy.

Both will be applied to all rateable 
properties in the City of Winkler. The 
bylaws creating them lay out the max-
imum the City anticipates potentially 
having to spend annually on these 
services from 2025-2030.

These are not new taxes, stressed 
Mayor Henry Siemens, as these levies 
have been in eff ect since 2013. 

“These levies get renewed every fi ve 
or six years,” he said.

The City needs to approve all spe-
cial service levies on the books before 
drafting its next fi nancial plan, Sie-
mens explained, and these updated 
levies refl ect the updated budgets for 
these services.

Council received objections for both 
levies from the Garden Valley School 
Division and the Garden Valley 
Teachers’ Association.

By funding these services with spe-
cial levies, it means properties that 
might otherwise be exempt—schools, 
churches, and government build-
ings—are no longer so.

GVSD and GVTA expressed concern 
about that point, asserting their belief 
that this a misapplication of the local 
improvement concept. Such services, 
they attest, should be considered es-
sential, ongoing municipal services 
that should be funded by regular 
municipal taxes. Requiring schools 
to pay these as special levies diverts 

funding from education services, to 
the detriment of local students, they 
wrote.

Mayor Siemens said the City of Win-
kler has consulted with legal counsel 
and the Municipal Board and con-
fi rmed it is within its rights to apply 
these special service levies instead of 
including these services under gener-
al municipal taxes.

“We wanted to make sure that we 
were as fair as possible to spread [the 
cost of these services] absolutely over 
everyone who’s going to use them,” 
he said. “Otherwise we end up with 
some of the very large buildings, very 
large users of some of these types of 
services, not paying or contributing at 
all towards them through municipal 
taxes. It ends up with homeowners 
or businesses picking up somebody 
else’s share.

“We felt it would be best if we lev-
ied it to everyone, and then everyone 
paid their fair share.”

The fi rst reading of these levies 
passed unanimously. They’ll now go 
before the Municipal Board before re-
turning to council for fi nal approval.

In other news, Siemens shared that 
demolition inside the Winkler Cen-
tennial Arena got underway last 
week.

“They’re staging their interior work 
already, and already they’ve put a sig-
nifi cant dent in it,” he said. 

The plan is for the renovations, 
which will transform the aging arena 
into a more modern, energy-effi  cient 
recreational space, will be done by the 
end of 2025.

The mayor expects they’ll have some 
detailed plans of what the fi nished 
arena is going to look like to share 
with the community later this month.

 PHOTOS BY ASHLEIGH 
VIVEIROS/VOICE

Morden’s Pop Culture Expo 

took over the Access Event 

Centre last weekend, off ering 

dozens of vendors of all things 

pop culture, a cosplay contest, 

and video and board game 

competitions. Left: Pokémon 

and Yu-Gi-Oh action in the 

trading card area. Below: The 

Manitoba Ghostbusters were in 

Pop culture extravaganzaPop culture extravaganza

attendance 

to show 

off  their 

c o s p l a y 

o u t f i t s 

and props 

and raise 

funds for 

char i tab le 

causes.
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Morris hears from Indigenous 
studies professor Niigaan Sinclair
By Sean Conway

Sharon Eadie had a smile on her face 
as the people fi lled the seats for the 
evening’s guest speaker at the Morris 
Multiplex Sept. 25. 

“We would be really happy if there 
were 50 people,” she said. “My hus-
band told me to expect double that.” 

The facility organizers had set out 
120 seats, with extra chairs stacked 
at the back. Five minutes before the 
speaker was to appear, that stack was 
half its original size.

Eadie is the chair of a seven-person 
Truth and Reconciliation committee 
formed in 2021 from the congrega-
tions of the Lutheran Church of the 
Cross and Morris United Church. 

“Tonight’s event is for people to 
make connections,” she explained. 
“We believe people want to do some-
thing, but don’t know how to get 
started. We want people to sign-up on 
our mailing list to explore options.”

The board invited author, Winnipeg 
Free Press columnist, and professor of 
Indigenous studies Niigaan Sinclair 
as a guest speaker for the evening.

Lionel Mason opened the evening 
with a land acknowledgement in a 
song. The beat of the drum carried 
the Indigenous lyrics that translated 
as “gather today to talk about sharing 
this land and our lives together.”

Mason, a resident of Morris, attend-
ed the Assiniboia Residential School 
in Winnipeg as a youth. He left be-

hind a secure, loving home in St. The-
resa Point, Manitoba at 13 years of age 
when he entered institutional living. 

Eadie, as master of ceremonies, 
opened the event by sharing that “our 
journey began in the fall of 2021 when 
Pastor Leslie Poulin brought forward 
a recommendation from the Lutheran 
Church of Canada to explore how rec-
onciliation was taking place locally.” 

Sinclair opened his presentation by 
calling the day an epic Wednesday. 
The Morris speaking engagement 
wrapped up a day for him that also 
included presentations and events in 
Selkirk, Winnipeg, and Winkler,

“Survivors of residential schools 
brought us here today,” said Sinclair. 

He described the park dedication 
ceremony he had attended in Win-
nipeg a few hours earlier. It recog-
nized the June 24, 1972 plane crash on 
Linwood Street that took the lives of 
eight residential school children. 

“I was beyond moved,” shared 
Cheryl Demarcke, president  of the 
Morris and District Chamber of Com-
merce. “I was never aware of the 
plane crash that took the lives of those 
eight residential school children. Sin-
clair was right when he said if it was 
eight white children, we would have 
heard about it. Empathy comes from 
knowing.”

Sinclair’s week was full of events 
that celebrated Indigenous stories, 
all leading up to the  National Day 
for Truth and Reconciliation Sept. 30. 

the mayor, the school principal, and a 
piece of carrot cake at the local library 
to talk to people about an incomplete 
story.

“You, Morris, helped me get start-
ed,” shared Sinclair. “Truth and Rec-
onciliation is challenging. How do we 
do it? I will be blunt: we are in this 
together.

“Orange Shirt Day is a really good 
job ... how are we going to live togeth-

er when we take the orange shirt off ?”
Local librarian and long time Mor-

ris resident Claudia Schmidt com-
mented that it “was a very positive 
evening. Listening to the bad stuff  is 
important. The positive stuff , like an 
Indigenous premier and the Indige-
nous youth achievements Mr. Sinclair 
told us, was something I want to hear 
more about.”

 PHOTOS BY SEAN CONWAY/VOICE
Niigaan Sinclair recalled coming to Morris back in 2013 to address racist comments 

made in the former Morris Mirror newspaper.

Lionel Mason performed the land 

acknowledgement in song.

Also known as Orange Shirt Day, it 
recognizes and remembers the tragic 
history and honours the survivors of 
Canada’s residential school system.

Sinclair’s presentation was part his-
tory lesson, part genealogy, part so-
cial characteristics and statistics of the 
Indigenous population, and part suc-
cess stories for Indigenous peoples.

This was not Sinclair’s fi rst trip to 
Morris to speak. On a freezing cold 
January in 2013, he visited the com-
munity to deliver a gift of a coff ee and 
donuts to Reed Turcotte, then editor-
in-chief of the Morris Mirror newspa-
per. 

Sinclair’s aim then was to start a 
conversation with Turcotte about de-
rogatory comments he’d made in an 
editorial about Indigenous people.

Sinclair never met with Turcotte on 
that trip, but a voice from an employ-
ee at the Subway restaurant next door 
befriended him with the question, 
“Are you cold? Want to come in and 
warm up?” 

That 30-minute warm-up in the 
sandwich shop led to meetings with 
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Altona’s first Garba night 
brings joy and unity cated to the goddess Durga and her 

nine forms. It is celebrated with great 
fervor in various parts of India, each 
region adding its unique touch to the 
festivities. In Gujarat, it is marked by 
nine nights of dancing, where men 
and women come together to honour 
Durga through Garba.

“In India, it goes on continuously 
for nine days, but in our country, we 
take advantage of all the weekends,” 
said Patel. “This is the fi rst time we 
are having it in Altona. It’s usually in 
Winnipeg and Brandon where they 
have such festivals, and everyone just 
enjoys it.”

The evening was fi lled with tradi-
tional music, dance, and the vibrant 
energy of participants dressed in col-
orful attire.

Patel says there is no script or spe-
cial choreography 

“It’s just a very happy celebration. 

We would love to be able to do this 
every year in Altona, as we do in our 
home country. Every year there is 
a celebration during a specifi c nine 
days. There are some celebrations 
where there are about 6,000 people. 
We all wear traditional dress. We 
don’t wear shoes, and we all dance 
in a circle. This year we have planned 
for one evening in Altona, but there 
are more celebrations in Winnipeg.”

The evening also included prayer 
and the lighting of candles, a signifi -
cant act of devotion that symbolizes 
light and purity, representing the di-
vine presence and the dispelling of 
darkness and ignorance. The candles 
are often waved in a circular motion 
in front of the deity as an off ering of 
light.

The night concluded with a shared 
meal and, of course, more dancing. 

 PHOTOS BY 
LORI PENNER/VOICE

Altona’s fi rst Garba 

By Lori Penner

The Rhineland Pioneer Centre was 
alive with vibrant colours, rhythmic 
beats, and joyous laughter as the Gu-
jarati community hosted their fi rst-
ever Garba night in Altona.

This event was part of the annual 
Navratri celebration and brought 
together families and friends from 
across the Pembina Valley and Winni-
peg, creating a memorable evening of 
cultural celebration and community 
bonding.

Local resident and business own-
er Nilesh Patel, who organized the 
event, expressed his delight at the 
turnout.

“There were about 75 people from 

Altona, Morris, Winkler, and Morden, 
and we just love that. This is the fi rst 
time we’ve hosted this event, and we 
are very encouraged by this.”

Garba, a traditional dance from the 
northwestern Indian state of Gujarat, 
is more than just a dance; it is a form 
of worship and a celebration of life.

“This event is a cultural dance. It is 
performed by all ages, and it is a wor-
ship to God. We just pray to God, and 
we just move. In our home country, 
it is a creational Garba. We celebrate 
and pray for nine nights, and play the 
Garba, and then after every Garba, we 
ask God for a better future and better 
health,” Patel explained.

Navratri, which means “nine 
nights,” is a Hindu festival dedi-

night brought people together from across the region for a celebration of life.

What’s                 story?  
Call 204-325-6888

Do you have a suggestion 
for our news team?

news@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Poplar Drive hosts first-ever street bash
By Lori Penner

For decades, the residents of Poplar 
Drive in Altona have shared friendly 
waves and casual greetings. 

They’ve seen neighbours come and 
go, and their children have grown up 
and gone to school together. 

It’s a close-knit community where 
everyone looks out for one another. 
Yet, despite their camaraderie, they 
had never thrown a neighborhood 
party—until now.

On Sept. 24, everything changed. 
The residents set up tables and lawn 
chairs, lit the fi re pit, and cranked up 
some tunes for a good, old-fashioned 
street party.

The masterminds behind this event 
were Vickie Friesen and Ray Loewen. 

“We were just chatting outside on 
our front lawns one evening,” Vickie 
recalls. “Ray mentioned he’d been 
thinking about organizing a street 
party, and I told him we’d been think-
ing the same thing.”

In just ten minutes, they had a plan. 
They went door to door, handing out 
invitations. 

“Everyone was all in,” Vickie says. 
“When I knocked on some doors, I re-
alized I didn’t even know we lived on 

the same street! Many of these people 
have been here for years, but we nev-
er got the whole group together like 
this before.”

The event featured lawn games for 
the kids, and the town granted per-
mission to block off  the street. Every-
one brought food to share, creating a 
potluck feast.

The party was a resounding success, 
leaving everyone eager for the next 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER/VOICE
Poplar Drive in Altona came together for a block party last week.

Kudos for the Morris 
& Area Foundation

PHOTO BY SEAN CONWAY/VOICE
Midland MLA Lauren Stone recently presented the Morris and Area Foundation 

(MAF) with a certifi cate recognizing its 10 years of dedicated service in the 

community. Community Foundation Day was marked this spring in the Manitoba 

Legislature, but MAF members were unable to attend, so Stone brought the 

certifi cate to them in thanks for the work they do to support vital local projects 

and programs.

gathering. It was a night that turned 
neighbours into friends and a street 
into a community

“It was just awesome,” Vickie says. 
“It came together so easily and was so 
much fun. We all say, ‘We should get 
together,’ but people never get around 
to it. This was on neutral ground, 
so nobody felt awkward or worried 
about cleaning up their house. We got 
to taste other people’s baking. I would 
recommend other streets do this. You 

never know when you’ll need each 
other. It’s a great way to get to know 
who lives close by.”

Resident and fellow organizer Guy 
Mullen agrees. 

“My neighbours are like family. We 
are all there for each other. Love is 
priceless and powerful.”

If your street wants to follow suit, 
contact the Town to see about offi  cial-
ly blocking off  access to your road for 
the party.
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Club Chez Nous hosts 
Creative Oasis art show
By Sean Conway 

Last Saturday, Club Chez Nous 
opened the doors of the community 
centre in St. Jean for an art show and 
sale. 

The Creative Oasis art program and 
seven artists took over the foyer and 
clubhouse to put their works on sale 
to the public.

Club Chez Nous celebrated its 50 
anniversary in 2023. The club, which 
rents space in the St. Jean Community 
Hall, welcomes seniors to socialize, 
watch entertainment, attend exercise 

classes and take part in crafts.
In 2022, local artists Janet Desautels 

and Chyrstal Sabourin approached 
Chez Nous about starting an art club 
in town. From that discussion, the 
club membership formed Creative 
Oasis.

“Our winters are long and if you are 
not one to travel and there is nothing 
to do, you can get depressed,” noted 
Desautels. “With the Creative Oasis 
program, I can supply the materials 
needed for diff erent projects so peo-
ple can come and make something 
without having to invest too much 

The Creative Oasis program has be-
tween 10 and 12 members, depending 
on what craft activity they have going 
on.

The art sale also included a raffl  e 
and silent auction. Monies raised by 
the fundraisers will go to support 
Creative Oasis. 

“The fundraiser part provides Cre-
ative Oasis members a chance to show 
their work,” said Dupuis. “We want 
to create funds to support member ac-
tivities as well as reduce the costs to 
members in the club.”

Jo Graydon, owner of Bridgehill Pot-
tery & Gifts, came north to the show 
with a purpose. 

“I came to see what is going on. I 

want to see what artists are doing in 
this community. I’m always looking 
to hire artists for my shop.”

Tammy Blanchette, an artist from St 
Jean, had the product of her artistic 
talents on display for sale. 

“I’ve been an artist for a very long 
time. I’ve been a member of the club 
for about two months. I was very ex-
cited to attend the new program and 
help with the fundraiser.”

This was the fi rst sale, show, and 
fundraiser for Chez Nous Creative 
Oasis. 

“Our clubhouse has some artist 
work from past projects. We welcome 
ideas and new activities for the club. 
Creative Oasis is one,” said Dupuis.

 PHOTOS BY SEAN CONWAY/VOICE
Janet Desautels and Chyrstal Sabourin founded the Creative Oasis art club. Left: 

Tammy Blanchette of Bridgehill Pottery & Gifts at the club’s show Saturday.

Altona Maroons taking a break this season
By Lori Penner

For the fi rst time since the winter of 1951, Altona hockey 
fans will not be watching their favourite team play at Sun-
fl ower Gardens.

The Altona Maroons, a charter member of the Southeast-
ern Manitoba Hockey League (SEMHL), will be taking a 
one-year leave of absence, ending a streak of 72 years of 
senior hockey in Altona.

President Byron Loeppky said there were a number of 
factors that led to the decision.

“The main issue is that over the last number of years, 
the team hasn’t had enough local players that have been 
able to compete at the level the league has risen to.”

Since the SEMHL expanded to 10 teams with the addi-
tion of the Ste. Anne Aces, Red River Wild, and Ile des 
Chenes Northstars in the fall of 2022, the Maroons have 
won just fi ve of 36 games and fi nished in last place both 
seasons. This year the league has added another team 
from the Winnipeg area, Springfi eld, led by former NHL 
player Quinton Howden. Also competing are teams from 
Carman, Ile des Chenes, Morden, Notre Dame, Portage, 
Warren, and Winkler.

“You want to stay competitive,” Loeppky said. “It got 
to a point where we were playing primarily with local 
players, and we could see we weren’t going to be able 
to compete. This has been our reality for a long time. At 
some point it catches up,  and it’s caught up to us unfor-

tunately. We just couldn’t ice a com-
petitive team this year.”

Consistency has also been a chal-
lenge. 

“We generally would be able to fi ll 
up the roster with players who said 
they’d play fi ve or six games a year, 
when what we needed was players 
who were committed to playing the 
season,” Loeppky said. “But we know 
even when that happens, players can 
get hurt, people have family events, 
they travel for business or recreation, 
so they’re not always available. You 
need to have the occasional game 
where everybody shows up, but un-
fortunately there were games where 
we’d show up with just eight or nine 
players, and you just can’t compete at 
this level with that many players.

“We need three lines of forward and 
three lines of defence that you can 
count on, week in and week out. And 
we just didn’t have that.”

Loeppky said they don’t see that 
changing anytime soon.

“When we talked to players that 
were graduating high school and 

Continued on page 19

money and then fi nding out it’s not 
for them.”

“I thought it was a wonderful idea 
for our club,” said president Lucille 
Dupuis. “Club Chez Nous hosted this 
event to attract more people. Seniors 
have diff erent tastes. We want to ex-
pand our activities to fi nd things that 
members can do.”

Club Chez Nous currently has a 
membership of 106. 

“A lot of our members are 50 years 
old,” shared Dupuis. “They don’t 
consider themselves seniors, but they 
are still looking to stay active.” 



The Voice  Thursday, October 3, 2024    13

Email us for friendly service!
service@chadsautorepairshop.ca
1 mile West & 
1 3/4 mile S of 
Winkler, MB

Call us for an 
appointment!
204-325-5223

���������	
��
��
���������������
������

Mixed starting weekend for Hawks
By Lorne Stelmach

The male U18 Pembina Valley 
Hawks opened the 2024-25 season 
with a win and a loss on home ice in 
Morden.

They doubled up the Southwest 
Cougars 4-2 Saturday but were then 
on the losing end of another 4-2 game 
Sunday against the Parkland Rangers.

The Hawks took period leads of 2-0 
and 3-2 against the Cougars, and then 
Nathan Froebe got the insurance goal 
3:16 into the third period. 

Ragner Gillis, Haiden Friesen, and 
Cole Secord also scored for Pembi-

na Valley, while Ryler Gates made 
35 saves as Southwest outshot the 
Hawks 37-35.

The Hawks were then mostly sty-
mied Sunday against Parkland as the 
Rangers’ goalie Piet Mierau stopped 
43 of the 45 shots sent his way.

Adrien McIntosh and Ryder Wolfe 
scored for Pembina Valley, while 
Karsen Dyck made 20 saves in net.

The Hawks now have a three-game 
week that started Wednesday with a 
trip to Winnipeg to take on the Bruins. 
The Interlake Lightning then come to 
Morden for a pair of games Thursday 
and Saturday.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Hawks goalie Ryler Gates stopped 37 of 39 shots on net Saturday, including this 

save in the dying seconds of the game to preserve his team’s 4-2 lead.

Winkler Flyers fall to Titans
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Flyers were handed 
their second loss of the season last 
week, courtesy of the Neepawa Ti-
tans.

Playing on the road Tuesday night, 
Winkler was up 2-1 after 20 minutes 
thanks to goals from James Richards 
and Nicolas Mckee.

The home team managed a tying 
goal just two minutes into the middle 
frame and then pulled ahead at 6:17.

The Flyers retook the lead thanks to 
Jayce Legaarden and Marek Miller, 
but it didn’t last for long—Neepawa 
quickly followed Miller’s goal with 
one more to close out the period with 
the score tied at 4-4.

The Titans made it 5-4 46 seconds 
into the fi nal frame and, despite fi r-
ing nine shots on the Neepawa net, 
Winkler failed to make good on any 
of them, giving the win to the Titans.

Winkler outshot Neepawa 28-19 overall. Liam Ernst was 
between the posts for the Flyers, making 14 saves.

With that, the Flyers are 1-2 in the early goings on of the 
Manitoba Junior Hockey League’s East Division. They had 
earlier split their opening weekend games with the Stein-
bach Pistons. 

The team was scheduled to square off  against the Wolver-
ines in Waywayseecappo Friday night, but that game was 
postponed.

The Flyers play the Kings in Dauphin Tuesday night and 
then host the Portage Terriers Sunday.

By Lorne Stelmach

The female U18 Pembina Valley Hawks faced 
two tough teams in a pair of exhibition games 
this past weekend in Grand Forks.

The fi rst game Saturday saw the Hawks fall 5-3 
to the North Dakota 19U team. 

“They were aggressive.  It was a competitive 

game and went back and forth. The girls weren’t 
ready for the physicality,” suggested Pembina 
Valley coach Matt Victor.

The Sunday afternoon game then saw the 
Hawks come up with a strong eff ort in edging 
the North Dakota 16U team 3-2. 

“We adjusted for the game versus the state 
16U team, which, in my opinion, was a stronger 

Female U18 PV Hawks’ regular season starts Friday
team. We matched their physical presence and came on 
top with a win,” said Victor.

He off ered praise in particular for the performance of 
their goaltender. 

“Madison Froese was great in net,” said Victor, who add-
ed he liked his team’s overall eff ort. “We are proud of the 
character shown by our team and expect the learnings to 
fl ow into to this weekend’s regular season games.

In exhibition and pre-season play, the Hawks were 4-4.
The regular season is now set to get underway with three 

home games in Morden this weekend. The Hawks wel-
come Westman Friday, the Winnipeg Avros Saturday, and 
Eastman Sunday.
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Local rifle shooters win 
international honours
By Lorne Stelmach

Two young local shooters did not 
only the province but the country 
proud at a recent premier internation-
al event in the U.S.

Luke Trinke of the Winkler area and 
Andrew Wolfe from the Carman re-
gion were part of a Canadian four-
some that took home second place 
in the junior category recently at the 
World Precision Rifl e Championship 
in Grand Junction, Colorado.

It is an impressive feat considering 
there were competitors from 24 coun-
tries, and Trinke and Wolfe literally 
live about 15 minutes away from each 
other.

“I think we’ve got, in Manitoba 
alone, some of the best shooters in 
Canada and the world,” said Wolfe of 
the area. “It was very exciting.”

“It’s interesting there’s a high densi-
ty of good shooters from the southern 
Manitoba area,” added Trinke. “We 
were both lucky enough to be select-
ed.”

The precision rifl e shooting competi-
tion challenges competitors to take on 
a series of targets in a specifi c order.

The distances vary from perhaps 300 
to 1,000 yards, and it has to be done 
within a time period, which in this 
case was 105 seconds.

The targets can be a variety of ob-
jects: oddly shaped rocks, off  of a ve-
hicle, a barricade or even logs, tree 
branches, or stumps.

A 500 yard target might be six to 10 
inches in size, and a 1,000-yard target 
might be about 10 to 15 inches. The 
shooters also move around to diff er-
ent positions to fi re.

Shooters qualify based on their re-
sults from competitions. In the case of 
Trinke, he normally competes in the 
open category, but in this instance he 
could shoot as a junior because it is 
extended to being under 20 for this 
event.

The Canadian contingent had a 

strong showing at the championships. 
Of the 30 Canadian shooters, Trinke 
ranked sixth across all divisions and 
was the top Canadian junior shooter. 
He was 81st in the world out of 266 
shooters.

Now 19 and having grown up on a 
family farm north of Winkler, Trinke 
started shooting with his grandfather 
out into the country. Once he was old 
enough, he enrolled into a junior rifl e 
club program, got his hunter safety 
certifi cate, and then got into competi-
tive shooting.

“The reason I got into it was just to 
basically become a better hunter, so 
that I could make more accurate shots 
on game and just have more confi -
dence in my equipment,” he said.

“I had started out with competi-
tive curling, and I always wanted to 
be at the top level of whatever I was 
doing,” Trinke shared in explaining 
his mindset. “Eventually, getting into 
shooting, it started with becoming a 
better hunter, and then it morphed 
into just becoming the best and per-
fecting the craft.”

Trinke considers himself fortunate 
to be living in the country, whereas 
shooting is not as accessible to a lot 
of other people, especially if there are 
not many facilities or clubs available 
in more urban areas.

“It’s often very hard to fi nd for most 
people, so I’m very lucky in that way,” 
he said. “I’m lucky enough that, liv-
ing on a farm, I’m able to have some 
targets set up with some berms that 
I’ve built ... and I’m able to practice 
with my sport, which is something 
most people are not able to do.

“It’s nice because it’s something I 
can do all year long, whereas hunting, 
there’s specifi c seasons ... depending 
on where you want to travel, you’re 
able to shoot rifl e matches throughout 
the whole year.”

In the end, he attributes his success 
to lots of practice and training.

“It’s not like there’s really any se-

crets I have found,” he said. 
“There’s things that you have 
to know and practice, but real-
ly it just comes with being out 
on the range and spending time 
pulling the trigger, perfecting 
your movements and making 
sure that all of your gear is fail 
proof and that you know how 
to use it all eff ectively.”

Wolfe, who is 17, also grew 

SUPPLIED PHOTOS
From left: Jess Tischler from 

Ontario, Chase Beckley from 

BC, and locals Luke Trinke and 

Andrew Wolfe at the World 

Precision Rifl e Championship 

in Colorado last month. Right: 

Trinke aims and fi res.

up shooting “since I could hold a BB 
gun” at age four or fi ve. He got into 
competition shooting in 2019.

“Over COVID I had a really bad 
concussion. I used to play hockey,” he 
noted. “So I really just started getting 
more into the precision rifl e game ... I 
couldn’t play hockey.”

Wolfe also suggested his success 
comes from putting a lot of time into 
precision shooting.

“It’s just lots and lots of practice, 
getting to know the equipment and 
getting to know the devices we use,” 
he said, citing the example of using a 
kestrel wind meter or even just choos-

ing the right ammo that will off er the 
best and consistent quality.

“I think really the big thing with 
me was the wind. It was really, really 
switchy wind out there, so it would 
go from right to left, left to right, 
and it would drop down to nothing 
and then gusts ... and it’s some really 
small targets out there.”

Both Trinke and Wolfe see them-
selves continuing with precision 
shooting because it has become a pas-
sion for them.

“Yes, for sure,” said Wolfe. “Defi -
nitely.”

Storm 1 falls to Galacticos in championship final
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Storm 1 saw their sea-
son come to an end with a loss to 
Galacticos FC in the Manitoba Major 
Soccer League’s Division 1 champion-
ship fi nal last weekend.

The Storm advanced in the playoff s 
after making short work of United 

FC in the semi-fi nals Sept. 24. Carter 
Klassen had a clean sheet in goal for 
Winkler, while teammates Tobi Mo-
rasch scored twice and Koen Unrau 
and Santi Bergen had singles to win 
it 4-0.

But Winkler struggled Saturday 
against Galacticos. Multiple errors 
lead to a 6-1 loss, with Matheus Ruffi  -

ni scoring the Storm’s lone goal of the 
night.

Nonetheless, it was a stellar season 
of soccer for the team, who fi nished 
in fi rst place in their division with a 
record of 14-2-2.

“I thought overall we had a great 
season,” coach Chad Bergen shared. 
“The purpose of moving down to Di-

vision 1 was to get guys more time 
on the ball, have more opportunities 
to score, and to be able to work on 
improving our play in the attacking 
end. And I believe we were able to do 
that.”

Continued on page 19



SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices paid, 
cash in hand. Phone Alf 
at 204-461-1649.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. Look-
ing for all unwanted 
fi rearms. Fully licensed 
for both non-restricted 
and restricted. Any-
where from individual 
items to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top dol-
lar. Please call or text 
Adam at 204-795-
2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
Wanted old advertis-
ing: dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, White 
Rose, Buff alo, Husky, 
Ford, GM, Dodge, tire 
signs, Coke, Pepsi etc. 
Call 306- 221-5908.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
SELLING A HOUSE 
OR BUSINESS? NEED 
STAFF? Let us help you 
with that! NOW is the 
time to advertise. Have 
your blanket classi-
fi ed ads seen in the 31 
Member Newspapers 
which are seen in over 
368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Now book-
ing advertising for the 
remainder of 2024. Plan 
your success! Please 
call 204-467-5836 or 
MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

Private mortgage lend-
er. All real estate types 
considered. No credit 
checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get 
quick approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
f i rstandsecondmort
gages.ca

FLIGHT
ACADEMY

Want to learn how to 
fl y? Recreational Pilot 
Program is the best 
way to get started, 
must be 16 years of 
age. Privileges: fl y for 
fun in a certifi ed air-
plane, a home-built air-
craft or an ultralight; fl y 
by day only in Canada 
with one passenger; 
can easily add fl oat 
rating to permit. LS Air-
ways Flight Academy 
204-651-1402.

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to your-
self to try elk velvet ant-
ler capsules. Hundreds 
have found relief. Ben-
efi ts humans and pets. 
EVA is composed of 
proteins, amino acids, 
minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds 
that work to stimulate 
red blood cell produc-
tion & cartilage cell re-
generation & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-467-
8884 or e-mail stone
woodelkranch@mymts.
net

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 

Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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CAREERS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Bunge Altona has an opening for a Maintenance Mechanic/Mill-
wright. Work involves process equipment installation, mainte-
nance and repair, lubrication, steel fabrication and welding. 
Preference will be given to those candidates holding a valid          
provincial Millwright or Industrial Mechanic ticket. Candidates 
who do not hold a valid ticket will be expected to enrol in the       
apprenticeship program to obtain their ticket as soon as possible. 
Overtime and on-call duties are required. The successful applicant 
will possess excellent written and verbal communication skills, 
trouble shooting skills, and be a team player.
The following would be considered an asset for this position: 

 facility

This is a regular full time position providing an excellent wage and 
benefits package. Bunge is committed to providing a safe, healthy, 
and rewarding workplace for all employees. 
Starting Wages: 

A job description for this position can be found online on the 
Bunge website: https://obs.bunge.com/. enter “Altona” in the field 
“Search by Location”. Click on “Maintenance Mechanic/Millwright” 
to read the description. Applications should be made online with 
an attached resume.

Bunge Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC/MILLWRIGHT

CAREERS

TENDER

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

The Rural Municipality of Stanley purchases water from the Pembina      
Valley Water Co-op (PVWC) to supply water to portions of the Municipality.

Water Co-op (PVWC) water consumers of a Public Utilities Board-approved 
rate adjustment. Effective January 1, 2025, the water rate will increase 
by $0.29 per 1,000 gallons.

Previous Rate: $14.53 per 1,000 gallons
New Rate: $14.82 per 1,000 gallons

This increase, approved by the Public Utilities Board, for the PVWC is      
necessary to ensure the continued delivery of safe and reliable water     

rate increase of $0.29 per 1000 gallons for RM of Stanley consumers on 
the PVWC water system. 

Chad Harder
RM of Stanley
Finance & Administration Supervisor.

R.M. OF STANLEY
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

• BIRTHDAYS

• MARRIAGES

• ANNIVERSARIES

• NOTICES

• OBITUARIES

• IN MEMORIAMS

• ENGAGEMENTS 

• BIRTHS

• THANK YOUS

• GRADUATIONS

CALL: 467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Starting a new business?Starting a new business? 
Call us - We have everything Call us - We have everything you you 
need to promote your businessneed to promote your business

Call 204-467-5836
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

CAREERSCAREERS

PROTECT 
YOUR BREATH
BREATHING EASY 

STARTS WITH 
TAKING THE RIGHT 

STEPS. 
PROTECT YOUR LUNGS 

FROM SEASONAL 
THREATS TO KEEP THEM 
STRONG AND HEALTHY 

THIS SEASON.
TALK TO YOUR DOCTOR 
OR PHARMACIST TODAY 

ABOUT SEASONAL 
IMMUNIZATION. 

Protectyourbreath.ca

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF REVISION
FOR 2025 ASSESSMENT ROLL

Public notice is hereby given that the 2025 assessment roll for the 
Rural Municipality of Roland has been delivered to the Municipal 
Office at 45 3rd Street, Roland, Manitoba and is open for public in-
spection during regular business hours.  Any person who believes 
that an assessment ought to be revised, may make application in      
accordance with section 42 and 43 of the Municipal Assessment Act.
APPLICATION FOR REVISION
“42(1)  A person in whose name property has been assessed, a mort-
gagee in possession of property under section 114(1) of The Real 
Property Act, an occupier of premises who is required under the 
terms of a lease to pay the taxes on the property, the authorized agent 
of the person, mortgagee or occupier, or the assessor may make ap-
plication for the revision of an assessment roll with respect to the 
following matters:
a) liability to taxation;
b) amount of an assessed value;
c) classification of property; or
d) a refusal by an assessor to amend the assessment roll 
 under subsection 13(2).
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
“43(1)  An application for revision must
a) be made in writing;
b) set out the roll number and legal description of the 
 assessable property for which a revision is sought;
c) set out which of the matters referred to in subsection 42(1) 
 are at issue and the grounds for each of those matters; and
d) be filed by 
 i) delivering it or causing it to be delivered to the office 
 indicated in the public notice given under subsection  
 41(2), or
 ii) serving it upon the secretary,
 at least 15 days before the scheduled sitting date of the  
 board as indicated in the public notice.”
The Board of Revision for the RM of Roland will sit on Tuesday,      
November 12, 2024 at 10:00 am in the Council Chambers of the 
Rural Municipality of Roland to hear applications.
The final date on which the Secretary of the Board may receive         
applications is October 28, 2024.
Dated this 3rd day of October, 2024.
 Taya O’Brien, Secretary
 Board of Revision
 Rural Municipality of Roland
 45 3rd St.
 Box 119, Roland, MB R0G 1T0

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOOK  YOURBOOK  YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

Call: 204-467-5836 or Email: ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

FIND THE RIGHT PERSON FOR 
THE POSITION with an

EMPLOYMENT/CAREERS AD in



The Voice  Thursday, October 3, 2024    17

CITY OF MORDEN
PUBLIC NOTICE

REGARDING SPECIAL SERVICE PROPOSAL
BY-LAW NO.12-2024 FOR THE PROVISION OF

POLICE AND FIRE PROTECTION AND STREET 
LIGHTING SERVICES

The Council of the City of Morden has scheduled a public hear-
ing at the City of Morden Civic Centre, 100-195 Stephen St., Mor-
den, MB on the 28th of October 2024 at 7:00 p.m. to present the 
following special service proposal:
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SPECIAL SERVICE PLAN NO. 3

Council is proposing to replace Special Service By-law No. 27-
2017, dated March 26, 2018, to modify the rates that are subject 
to the special services tax for police and fire protection and street 
lighting services.  The proposed special service levy will not be 
a new tax, but will be a separate levy to transparently reflect the 
costs for police and fire protection and street lighting services, and 
will be levied on all rateable property including otherwise exempt 
properties within the City of Morden limits, at estimated costs as 
follows:

The method of taxation to be applied shall be based on the por-
tioned value of assessable property.  The assessed property is all 
rateable properties, including otherwise exempt properties, within 
the City of Morden.  The mill rate shall be determined by Coun-
cil annually, based on the annual police and fire protection and 
street lighting services budgets set out in the City of Morden’s Fi-
nancial Plan.  The actual portioned values of the properties will 
be supplied annually by the Department of Intergovernmental and 
Indigenous Affairs ($620,652,130 in 2024).  Estimated budget for 
2025: $3,585,000 / ($620,352,130 / 1,000) = 5.78 mills.  Calculated 
on a residential property valued at $280,000 (portioned value of 
$126,000) and based on 2025 estimated budget and assessment, a 
$728.28 special service tax will be levied for police and fire protec-
tion and street lighting services. 

A written objection may be filed with the City Manager, at 100-
195 Stephen St., Morden, Manitoba, prior to the commencement 
of the hearing.  At the hearing, Council will hear any potential tax-
payer who wishes to make a presentation, ask questions or register 
an objection to the special service proposal.

All objections, written or verbal, must be filed prior to the ad-
journment of the hearing and must include the name, address and 
property description of the person filing the objection and the 
grounds of their objection.

Copies of the special service proposal are available at the City of 
Morden office at 100-195 Stephen Street, Morden, Manitoba and 
on the municipal website at www.mymorden.ca.

Dated at the City of Morden this 24th day of September 2024, 
and issued pursuant to Section 318 of The Municipal Act.

Nicole Reidle, CMMA
City Manager
City of Morden
204-822-4434

2025  $3,585,000.00
2026  $3,690,000.00
2027  $3,800,000.00
2028  $3,915,000.00
2029  $4,035,000.00

PUBLIC NOTICE

FARMLAND TENDER

FARM LAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
Sealed, written tenders for property in the 

RM of ROLAND described below will be received by:
McCulloch Mooney Johnston Selby LLP

Box 1670, Carman, MB R0G 0J0
Attention:  Harley J. Shepherd

PROPERTY  SE ¼ 15-5-5 WPM
    Being 160 Acres
CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and 
 knowledge of the property.
2.  Tenders must be received on or before 2:30 P.M. on Friday, 
 November 1st, 2024.
3.  Tenders must be accompanied by a $10,000.00 cheque payable to 
 MMJS LLP in Trust as a deposit.  Deposit cheques accompanying 
 unacceptable bids will be returned.
4.  Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete 
 an agreement covering terms and conditions of sale.
2.  In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must 
 be paid on or before the date of closing which shall be 
 December 31, 2024 (1/2 payment due December 31, 2024 and 
 1/2 payment due January 7, 2025) or evidence provided that the 
 purchase funds will be available under conditions acceptable to 
 the Vendor.  If the balance of the accepted tender is not paid with
 in the set time limit the deposit may be forfeited as liquidated 
 damages and not as a penalty.
3.  Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full 
 payment are made following acceptance of tender.
4.  Successful bidder will be responsible for real property taxes 
 commencing January 1, 2025. 
5.  The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of GST or shall 
 self-assess for GST.
For further information contact Harley J. Shepherd at:
Ph:  (204) 745-2546
Fax: (204) 745-3963
email: harley@mmjslaw.com

CAREERS

VERMILION EXPRESS 
“WE’RE GROWING AND WE’RE HIRING”

EXPERIENCED MECHANICS /APPRENTICE MECHANICS 
RED SEAL MECHANICS

 TOP HOURLY WAGE 
STEADY YEAR-ROUND WORK

 POTENTIAL OVER $100,000 PER YEAR WITH FLEX TIME

EXTENSIVE EMPLOYEE & FAMILY BENEFITS
RRSP MATCHING PROGRAM

SIGN ON & REFERRAL BONUSES UP TO $5000

OPPORTUNITIES OF ADVANCEMENT
 TRAVEL & RELOCATION REIMBURSEMENT AVAILABLE

FLEXIBLE WORK SCHEDULES IE: 3 DAYS ON 4 DAYS OFF
WEEKENDS ONLY/PART TIME/FULL TIME

APPLY ONLINE @ WWW.VERMILIONEXPRESS.CA
OR CALL JIM @ 204-296-6005

ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAY

John D and Lorraine Friesen were married on 
October 4, 1959. Happy 65th Anniversary Mom 
and Dad!! May your anniversary give you all 
the happiness and joy that you both deserve. 
We feel so incredibly grateful to call you our 
parents!!

-With love and best wishes
from your family

Happy Birthday
Sara Neufeld

As you celebrate your 103rd birthday on 
October 3,

you can look back on a life well lived.
Your smile makes every day brighter!

Enjoy your special day!
-Much love,

from your family

Book Your Classifi ed Ad 

Today -

 Call 467-5836 

or Email ads@

winklermordenvoice.ca

Remember Your Remember Your 
Loved OnesLoved Ones 

 with an Announcement in thewith an Announcement in the
 

Call 204-467-5836 or

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca



OBITUARY

Helen Harder
Helen Harder of Winkler, formerly of Plum Coulee, passed away 

peacefully at Salem Home, Winkler, Manitoba on September 23rd, 
2024.

Helen was baptized on May 26th, 1947. Helen married John 
Harder on July 6th, 1947. They were married 52 years. They had 
one son, Jack.

Helen was predeceased by her husband John K Harder on July 
8th, 1999 and her son Jack Harder on October 2nd, 2015.

Helen is survived by three grandsons and their families.
A private viewing and graveside have taken place.

Wiebe Funeral Homes Winkler,
in care of arrangements.

www.wiebefuneralhomes.com
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Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

SPRING DISCOUNT

15% OFF 403.872.4934
Call or email for a FREE ESTIMATE!

prestigeroofingcontracting@gmail.com

Veteran Owned & Operated
WE OFFER:

 

BizBiz
CardsCards

PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

  2. Water sprite
  3. Ones to look up to
  4. Monetary units
  5. We all have one
  6. Marine invertebrate
  7. One who institutes a legal 

proceeding
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uncomfortable feelings
 11. Cross to form an X
 12. Remove
 13. Some pages are dog-__
 18. Capital of Ukraine
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Eighth month (abbr.)
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Acids structurally related to 

amino acids
 30. Rider of Rohan in Tolkien

 31. Wet dirt
 32. Russian city
 33. Observed
 36. Irate
 37. Travelers need them
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. Form of “to be”
 45. Women
 47. Inspire with love
 48. Think Japanese ankle sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The lead dancer: __ ballerina
 53. Protein involved in motion
 54. Rosalind Franklin biographer
 57. Popular 1920s style art __
 58. __ Blyton, children’s author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Separate with an instrument
  5. State clearly
 11. One-time MLB speedster 

Gordon
 14. Broad in scope
 15. Lacking social polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Caps
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Checked
 25. One-sided
 27. Having an extreme greed for 

wealth
 31. Potted plants
 34. We all have one
 35. Lake north of the Kalahari

 39. Aging persons
 41. Small amount 
 42. Mother of Perseus
 44. Ornamental waist box

 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny 

 51. Extensive, treeless plains
 55. Your consciousness of your 

own identity
 56. Consumer advocate Ralph
 60. Notable Spanish sports club
 61. Body part
 62. One’s responsiveness
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing to be taught
 66. Muslim ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually disappeared
 69. Able to think clearly
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Brushed

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

> GAMES

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 325-

6888 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.

ca
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Busy season ahead for Sunflower Gardens
By Lori Penner

The ice is ready to go at the Sun-
fl ower Gardens arena in Altona, and 
programs are well underway.

Recreation services Manager Eric 
Hildebrand says it will be a diff erent 
kind of season at the facility, with the 
Altona Maroons taking a one-year 
leave of absence from the SEMHL (see 
story on Pg. 12).

“This comes as a disappointment to 
many, but it presents a unique oppor-
tunity for the Millennium Exhibition 
Centre (MEC) facility to fi ll some ex-
tra ice time.

By Kieran Reimer

The Hanover Tache Junior Hockey 
League is expanding once again.

The HTJHL will feature three new 
clubs in the 2024-25 season. The Ste 
Anne Aces, Mitchell Mustangs, and 
Grunthal Red Wings were approved 
to join the league at their annual fall 
meeting on Sept. 9.

With the Lorette Comets taking 
a leave of absence this season, the 

HTJHL now has 10 teams primarily 
based south of Winnipeg, with the ex-
ception of the East St. Paul Gators and 
Springfi eld Xtreme.

This season, the league also moves 
to divisional play with fi ve teams in 
each division.

The East St. Paul Gators, Mitchell 
Mustangs, Springfi eld Xtreme, Ste 
Anne Aces, and Steinbach Huskies 
have been divided into one division, 
while the other will include the Grun-

thal Red Wings, Landmark Blues, 
Macdonald Swarm, Niverville Clip-
pers, and Red River Mudbugs.

Throughout their 26-game seasons, 
each team will play divisional op-
ponents four times (two home, two 
away) and non-divisional opponents 
twice (one home, one away).

The HTJHL has also made changes 
to its playoff  format. The top three 
teams from each division receive a 
bye to the best-of-fi ve divisional semi-

fi nal round, while the teams fi nishing 
fourth and fi fth in each division will 
play a best-of-three divisional quar-
ter-fi nal, with the winners advancing 
to the divisional semi-fi nals.

On Sunday, Oct. 20, the HTJHL will 
also be hosting a showcase day at 
Niverville Community Resource & 
Recreation Centre, with each team 
playing a game that day.

The league’s pre-season kicked off  
last week. 

HTJHL expanding to 10 teams, divisional play for 2024-25 season

maybe playing for a junior team 
somewhere, the question was would 
some of these players come back to 
play in Altona? Some started fami-
lies, some would go to Winnipeg to 
go to school, some move out of prov-
ince or country, and then you have 
the odd one who would consider 
playing, but you need not only the 
numbers, but you’d also need the 
capabilities and the abilities to play 
at this level,” he said. “And with the 
teams that have been added to the 
league in the last couple of years, 
particularly around the Winnipeg 
area, the caliber of play continues to 
rise, which means if you’re not get-
ting better, you’re falling further be-
hind.”

It may also be a sign of the times, 
Loeppky surmised.

“Hockey is a huge fi nancial com-
mitment and may not be the sport of 
choice for as many parents as it was 
years ago. There are more options 
now than there were in 1951. Back 
then, you either curled or played 
hockey. This is what the community 
did. And they watched hockey on 
Saturday night.”

Skipping this season was a tough 
decision for the executive, he said.

“It always hurts when something 
is lost. We had dads and grandpar-
ents who played on the Maroons. 
It’s a legacy team and we’re the only 
league who has been there from the 
beginning. We’ve had many ups and 

downs over the years, but we’re the 
only team that’s been able to navi-
gate through it until now. That says 
a lot.”

The executive hopes to announce 
some exciting options in the coming 
months.

“We can lament the Maroons as we 
know them, but we still have lots to 
celebrate,” Loeppky said. “Some-
thing positive and good can come 
out of this situation. 

“We’re focusing on the future of 
the team—and we think there is still 
a future—and we’re excited about 
that. We don’t think this is the end 
of the Altona Maroons. It might just 
look somewhat diff erent in the fu-
ture.”
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“With the Maroons only playing 
a 20-game schedule in the past few 
years, this means a loss of 10 home 
games. That’s approximately 25 hours 
of ice time we’ll be looking to fi ll.”

The only other unknown factor re-
garding how many hours of ice time 
will not be needed this season is re-
lated to Maroons playoff  games. In 
recent seasons, there were few or no 
playoff  games.

“However, it wasn’t too long ago 
that the Maroons were in the league 
fi nals multiple times, especially dur-
ing their back-to-back league cham-
pionships in 2011-12 and 2012-13,” 
Hildebrand noted. “During those 
successful seasons, the Maroons were 
often the only team booking games in 
our facility past early to mid-March, 
keeping the ice relevant.”

Hildebrand also mentioned the nat-
ural ebb and fl ow of team success af-
fecting ice time.

“I think it’s important to remember 
that as with anything, there are ebbs 
and fl ows regarding hockey teams 

and skating club programs having 
very successful seasons mixed with 
some less successful seasons. The 
teams that have successful seasons 
tend to require the most ice time. For 
instance, last season, the W.C. Miller 
Aces hockey team made it to their 
league fi nals, utilizing more ice time 
than if they hadn’t made the play-
off s.”

While the absence of the Maroons 
this season is unfortunate, Hildeb-
rand doesn’t believe it will signifi -
cantly aff ect the MEC operations.

“We have already secured some 
bookings for some Pembina Valley 
Hawks U15AAA boys’ games, and a 
few other teams will also utilize our 
ice due to renovations at one of Win-
kler’s arenas.”

Meanwhile, the MEC has added a 
new feature to the Sunfl ower Gardens 
Arena which Hildebrand  believes 
hockey and skating  fans will love.

“LiveBarn is now available for any-
one who can’t make it to the facility, 
but still wants to watch all the events. 

It’s a streaming service which allows 
you to share events with friends and 
family, so they never miss a moment 
of the game. It provides audio and a 
clear and full view of the ice surface.”

Hildebrand says you can download 
entire games or practices, and it could 
be a great tool for coaches and players 
to review games.

“Minor hockey was pushing for it 
for our facility, since so many arenas 
have it now. Now families from out 
of town can still watch little Johnny’s 
games; they just need to log on. It’s 
easy for us to add something like this, 
because it provides yet another ser-
vice to the community.”

The company provides the cameras 
and service to the facility for free. Us-
ers pay a subscription fee which al-
lows them to watch events Live or On 
Demand for 30 days. Recreation offi  ce 
staff  will not handle subscriptions or 
problems with the service.

“If you’re interested, go to the Town 
of Altona website for all the details,” 
Hildebrand says. 

The Storm had been in the MMSL’s 
Premier Division in 2023, but fi nished 
that summer in eighth place out of 10 
teams. As a result, they opted to move 
down a division to rebuild.

Even though their fi rst-place fi n-
ish means they could move back up 
to Premier next summer, Bergen says 
they’ll be staying where they are for 
another season.

“We scored 66 goals in 20 games, but 
we still have a lot of work to do to im-
prove our fi nishing and ball control 
under pressure. Division 1 continues 
to be the best spot for us to work on 
improving those parts of our game.

“This has been a wonderful group 
of young men to work with,” Bergen 
shared. “They play the game with in-
tegrity and show care for opponents 
and referees during games—even 
when it’s challenging and everyone’s 
emotions are heightened. 

“The level of player commitment to 
being present makes the season with 
these guys so much more enjoyable.”

The team sends its thanks out to all 
the fans who come out to cheer them 
on at home games.

“We generally draw the biggest 
crowds in the league,” Bergen said. 
“Our fans have been the best.”

 >  STORM, FROM PG. 14



> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Creamy 
Pumpkin Soup 

with Mini 
Pierogies

Marinated Teriyaki 
Steak with Teriyaki 

Noodle Salad

Teriyaki Tofu 
Bowls

Prep time: 5 minutes
Total time: 40 minutes
Servings: 4
1 large shallot
1 large Honeycrisp apple (or 1 1/2 

cups)
5 garlic cloves
olive oil
2 cups low-sodium chicken or vegeta-

ble broth, divided
2 cups canned pumpkin puree
2 teaspoons maple syrup
pepper, to taste
salt, to taste

Prep time: 1 hour 
Cook time: 24 minutes 
Servings: 4 
1/2 cup dark soy sauce 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
1 tablespoon Sriracha sauce 
1/2 cup unsalted chicken stock

1 tablespoon sesame oil 
1 bag (16.9 ounces) Fresh Express Hot 

or Cold Teriyaki Salad and Noodle 
Meal Kit

In saucepan, add soy sauce, brown 
sugar, Sriracha sauce and chicken stock; 
bring to simmer while whisking. Sim-
mer 4 minutes.

Cool mixture down until cool to touch, 
about 20 minutes.

Slice steak into thin strips and place 
in bowl. Pour marinade over steak and 
marinate for 1 hour.

In large pan over medium-high heat, 
stir-fry steak 2 minutes.

Remove steak from pan and allow to 
rest.

In same pan used for steak, add oil 

Prep time:  20 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes 
Servings: 4 
1 tablespoon rice wine vinegar 
2 tablespoons dark soy sauce 
1 tablespoon honey 
1 teaspoon fresh grated ginger 
1 tablespoon minced garlic 
2 teaspoons white pepper 

1/3 cup neutral oil 

cut into 1/2-inch pieces 
1 bag (16.9 ounces) Fresh Express 

Teriyaki Hot or Cold Salad and Noodle 
Meal Kit 

In bowl, whisk vinegar, dark soy 
sauce, honey, ginger, garlic, white pep-

-

1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
1/8 teaspoon cinnamon
2 tablespoons heavy cream
fresh thyme, to taste
1 box Mini 4 Cheese Medley Mrs. T’s 

Pierogies
Slice shallot, peel and cube apple and 

crush garlic.
In pot over medium-low heat, add 

drizzle of olive oil and saute shallots, 
garlic and apple 20 minutes, covered.

Let mixture slightly cool then add to 
blender with 1/2 cup broth and blend 
until fully combined.

In pot, add pumpkin puree; blended 
shallot mixture; maple syrup; salt, to 
taste; pepper, to taste; nutmeg; cinna-
mon; remaining broth; heavy cream; 
and thyme, to taste. Bring to low boil 
then add frozen pierogies. Boil 3 min-
utes.

and cook hot or cold kit according to 
instructions on bag. 

Add steak back to pan and stir to in-
corporate. 

\Garnish with toppings from hot or 
cold kit and serve. 

By Susie Schwartz
I thought it couldn’t happen. I 

thought I had been through enough 
that my ‘expertise’ meant my rules 
didn’t apply. I was wrong. Tip for 
today?

Take someone with you.
I know, I’ve said this many times 

before. ‘Take someone to your ap-
pointments’ has been my most given 
piece of advice. And yet, I didn’t.

-
come to 50!), and I got a letter saying 
I needed more tests. 

“You’ll need more mammograms, 
maybe an ultrasound, and maybe 
even a biopsy,” they said. Don (my 
husband) couldn’t take me since he, 
too, had a doctor’s appointment that 
day. “Do you want me to come with 
you?” my friend Nic asked. “Nah. 

good news or I’ll have a biopsy and 
won’t get the results that day, any-
way.”

As I sat in the inner waiting room 
after the mammograms and ultra-
sound, waiting my turn for a biopsy, 
I sat and listened to two friends talk, 
one there to support the other. Af-
ter hearing the ‘careful cancer lan-

guage’ of the excellent nurses and 

techs who explained what they were
doing and why, I felt catapulted into 
a new ecosystem – an alternative
universe. Was I on a cancer journey?
My blue gown tucked around me, I
shivered as I watched those women
and thought, I feel so alone.

Shocked by this feeling, I remem-

too independent and proud to take

Usually, I preach taking someone
with you to your appointments so
they can help digest information, ask 
good questions, and be your brain
when anything other than the need 
for antibiotics or antihistamines is
discussed.

But there is an equally good second
reason to take someone: support.
How comforting it would have been
to have Nic sitting there each time I 
returned to the inner waiting room 
before the next test. She could’ve
helped me process and regaled me 
with funny stories of Stanley, her hi-

glorious distraction from squashed
boobs, anticipated needles, and
‘careful cancer language’ that
would’ve been.

we’ll just have to do regular mam-
mograms to keep an eye on it, so I’m 
thankful. But, lesson learned. (Sure-
ly this time, right?!?) Being a hero is 
pointless unless you get a Marvel 
movie deal. (Deadpool and Wolver-
ine, anyone?)

Next time, I’ll take the support.
Will you?

Less health stress, yes?
A published author and musician, Su-

sie currently lives in the UK. Find her 
on Instagram @medicalmiss_stress, and 
at www.lesshealthstress.com . (Email:
info@lesshealthstress.com) If you like

page: The Quest For Less Health Stress

Susie Schwartz

Expert patient here to help!

bined.
Slowly pour oil into mixture while

whisking vigorously. Place cut tofu in 
mixture and allow to sit 15 minutes.

Bring large saute pan to medium-high 
heat and place tofu in, turning when 
crust forms.

prepare hot or cold salad and noodle
meal kit.

Serve with tofu on top of hot or cold 
salad and noodle meal kit.
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