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BTHC Foundation holds 25th annual gala
By Lorne Stelmach

The Boundary Trails Health Centre Foundation 
marked a major milestone with its annual fund-
raising gala last Friday at the Access Event Centre.

Now in its 25th year and fi ttingly having been 
estimated to have now collectively raised about 
$25 million to make a diff erence in our region’s 
health care, the gala continues to make a major 
impact, with early estimates putting this year’s 
tally at around  $110,000.

Executive director Shannon Samatte-Folkett and 
other speakers paid tribute to the trailblazers, 
volunteers, and the dedicated health care profes-
sionals who have helped bring not only the foun-
dation but health care in the region to where it is 
at today. 

“We are truly grateful for the generosity we’ve 
seen across our region. This shared commitment 
allows us to keep growing, innovating and serv-
ing the health care of our communities,” she said, 
noting the impact of things like the gala “aren’t 
just measured in dollars but in improved comfort 
and peace of mind during vulnerable health cri-
ses.

“It means so much to see support coming from 
every corner of our region, whether that is indi-
viduals, businesses, and community groups alike. 
Their support strengthens our healthcare for ev-
eryone who calls this area home.”

Dr. Aly Dhala touched on what “happens when 
vision meets with community support.”

He emphasized how they keep making prog-

ress that is resulting in “better care that’s closer to 
home for families in Winkler and Morden and the 
surrounding communities.

“Thank you to the Boundary Trails Health Cen-
tre Foundation for its leadership, passion and 
generosity,” he said. “[And for] the equipment, 
programs and projects you fund.”

Eileen Vodden, a former hospital director and 
more recently a regional director of acute care, 
touched on the vision for a regional hospital and 
highlighted some of the people who made it a re-
ality such as Dr. Chandy Jacob, Dr. Jim Menzies, 
and his son Dr. Bob Menzies.

She especially cited Dr. Jacob, who was at one 
time the lone general surgeon here.

“I don’t think you would fi nd people like that 
anymore. He was on call for both hospitals in 
Morden and Winkler, so he was really instrumen-
tal and trailblazing.”

Vodden also cited the original surrounding com-
munities on the board including Morden, Winkler, 
R.M. of Plum Coulee, R.M. of Thompson, R.M. of 
Stanley, R.M. of Rhineland, R.M. of Roland and 
R.M. of Pembina. Also highlighted were the fi rst 
board members including Ivadell Sigurdson, John 
Kuhl, Mona Livingstone, Frank Schaak, Marilyn 
Skubovius, Kim Porte, Lynda Oakes, Frank Wie-
be, and Wilma Garlick. Other people working be-
hind the scenes included Pat Gibson and Linda 
Duncan, among others.

“It took all of the municipalities and all of the 
communities to make this work,” emphasized 
Vodden, who also then recalled the drive to get 

an MRI into the hospital.
“The good thing about that is we’ve got trailblazers 

who are going to keep pushing, and the whole idea 
for these communities was to have services closer to 
home,” she said. “From that day forward, it’s just been 
as tremendous amalgamation … with every ounce of 
it being to provide better services closer to home in 
southern Manitoba.”

Boundary Trails Health Centre director of health ser-
vices Joel Nelson recalled starting as an emergency 
room nurse, and the approximate 19,000 patients seen 
at that time. This year, that number is approaching 
30,000 patients.

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
BTHC Foundation board chair Brent Menzies with 

executive director Shannon Samatte-Folkett at the 

agency’s 25th annual fundraising gala last week.

Continued on page 4
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GVSD exploring Big 
Picture Learning
By Ashleigh Viveiros

Garden Valley School Division is 
exploring the feasibility of off ering a 
new kind of high school experience, 
and they’re looking to the community 
for some feedback.

The Winkler area school division 
launched a survey on its website 
(gvsd.ca) this week to gauge interest 
in what’s known as Big Picture Learn-
ing (BPL). 

The driving thrust behind BPL is the 
idea that students learn best when 
they are doing something they’re pas-
sionate about.

“In a Big Picture Learning school, 
before a student even comes into Gr. 
9, the student, the teacher, and their 
families all sit down together and 
talk about, ‘What are your interests? 
What are your challenges? Who do 
you want to be when you grow up?’”  
explained Carrie Friesen, coordinator 
for BPL in GVSD and a former long-
time principal at Garden Valley Col-
legiate.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Carrie Friesen is exploring the potential for Garden Valley School Division to 

launch a Big Picture Learning school next year. The program creates personalized 

education plans for students based on their interests and gets them out into the 

community on related internships.

Community survey 
available now

Continued on page 6
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By Lana Meier

Manitobans will get an extra hour of 
sleep this weekend as daylight saving 
time comes to an end.

Clocks will move back one hour at 2 
a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 2, marking the 
return to local standard time.

The seasonal time change was fi rst 
introduced in Germany during the 
First World War as an energy-saving 
measure. The idea was later adopted 
in many countries to make better use 
of daylight during the longer days of 
spring and summer.

By shifting the clocks forward in 
March, people gain more evening 
sunlight and potentially reduce elec-
tricity use. When daylight hours grow 
shorter in the fall, clocks are set back 
to align daily routines with the avail-
able daylight.

Most Canadians continue to ob-
serve the twice-yearly time change, 
although some jurisdictions, includ-
ing Yukon and most of Saskatchewan, 
remain on standard time year-round.

Daylight saving time will return on 
Sunday, March 8, 2026, when clocks 
spring forward one hour.

Turn the 
clocks back 
this weekend

Winkler students weigh their options for life after high school
By Lorne Stelmach

Winkler high school students got a 
glimpse of the possibilities awaiting 
them after they graduate at the annu-
al divisional career symposium held 
last Wednesday at Garden Valley Col-
legiate.

The day-long event featured 45 ex-
hibitors that ranged from post-sec-
ondary institutions to a variety of 
area businesses and industries.

The day also included seven presen-
tations from post-secondary institu-
tions, and it was estimated there were 
about 1,300 students who took it all in 
from both Garden Valley Collegiate 
and Northlands Parkway Collegiate.

“Hopefully it maybe sparks some-
thing,” said guidance counsellor Ross 
Derksen.

“We’re pretty lucky here that we 
can have all of these organizations 
and businesses mainly from Mani-
toba but Saskatchewan and North 
Dakota as well come to us,” he said. 
“Our students have all of these peo-
ple in the same day in the gym, and 
it really gives them a great opportu-
nity to look at future options … to get 

a feel for the process of getting a job 
at a business or what steps to take for 
university or college or Bible school.”

Reg Toews, a high school appren-
ticeship instructor with the Red River 
Technical Vocational Area, agreed it is 
a great opportunity for the students to 
explore all of the possibilities, and he 
especially highlighted having some of 
the spotlight on the vocational trades.

“It works in a complementary way 
with the technical training,” he said. 
“It can be a really great career path-
way for students … it’s especially 
good for students who have a pretty 
good idea of where they want to go.

“It’s a great opportunity for students 
to engage with many diff erent schools 
and businesses,” Toews added. “We 
never had that when I was in high 
school.”

Liane Dick, a human resource ad-
ministrative assistant with Meridian 

Manufacturing, saw the symposium 
as good exposure for them even in 
terms of showing there are opportuni-
ties for women as well as men in their 
industry.

“What many don’t realize is that we 
have a lot of positions for females,” 
she said. “It’s a great opportunity for 
the students to see our products … 
and they get an idea of what it is that 
we do. They get a good idea of what 
kinds of positions we are off ering.”

“It’s a great opportunity to fi gure 
some things out,” observed Grade 
12 student Quinn Giesbrecht, who is 
thinking about getting into business 
and accounting. “It’s really awesome 
that we can have the opportunity to 
go and walk around and see what all 
the businesses around Winkler are of-
fering for employment and what uni-
versities in Manitoba are off ering for 
school.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
GVC hosted the annual Career Symposium last week, giving students the chance 

to chat with a host of post-secondary institutions and potential employers.

“It’s truly incredible to think about 
the growth that has happened over 
the last 10 years,” Nelson said. 

“We’ve seen incredible progress 
across all of our programs,” he said, 
noting the hospital at one time did 
30 hip and knee replacements, but 
that number has now reached 750 
in the past year. As well, he cited the 
women’s health team and how the 
hospital had surpassed over 1,000 
births this year. “It’s a milestone that 
refl ects more than just a number. It 
refl ects trust, compassion and team-
work.

“Boundary Trails has truly become 
a regional centre that serves not just 
Morden and Winkler but the entire 
southern health region. People come 

here because they know they will re-
ceive care that is advanced, compas-
sionate, and close to home.”

Nelson emphasized how the ex-
pansion now will further transform 
health care in the region.

“These aren’t just construction 
projects. They’re a refl ection of who 
we are as a community … a testa-
ment to the belief that health care 
should be close, compassionate and 
connected.”

Brent Menzies, who is stepping in 
as new foundation board chair, also 
highlighted the eff orts of the front-
runners who helped set the stage for 
today’s successes.

“Their early eff orts planted the 
seeds for the legacy of caring,” he 
said.

Menzies shone the spotlight on 

three leaders who have contributed 
so much to the foundation: Dr. Don 
Klassen, who has been the medical 
representative on the board for over 
21 years, Ben Friesen, who served as 
chairperson for seven of his 12 years 
on the board, and June Letkeman, 
who returned to serve on the board 
after having previously contributed 
for many years.

“So here’s to 25 years of making a 
diff erence and to the future that we 
will build together,” said Menzies.

Foundation executive director 
Shannon Samatte-Folkett called it all 
“a real testament to what we can ac-
complish when we work together.”

“Foundations cannot be just about 
the dollar … I truly believe it’s about 
you and the people and the vision.”

“It’s hard to navigate on the internet 
sometimes, fi nding what you want … 
actually talking to someone in person 
really helps.”

“I think it’s a fantastic idea,” said 
Grade 12 student Gishika Vansal. “In-
stead of going place to place, having 
them all here. It’s a great opportuni-
ty to meet everyone and learn about 
what you might want to do.

“I am not entirely sure what I’m go-
ing to do yet, so that’s why I’m walk-
ing around here asking questions,” 
she said.

“I think it’s great,” agreed Grade 
11 student Ashley Braun. “You don’t 
even realize how many options there 
are out there for you. At an event like 
this, you can really see how much 
there is and that there’s so much that 
you can do.

“Right now, I’m kind of interested 
in doing education,” she noted. “I 
really like the idea of teaching. I’ve 
had some really fantastic teachers in 
my life and I would like to make that 
same impact.”

“It’s a huge opportunity for the stu-
dents to have everyone here for a day, 
and it allows them to go around and 
make connections,” noted Derksen.

He saw it as being especially import-
ant to show the broad range of oppor-
tunities that are available.

“The Winkler post-secondary rates 
are maybe not as high as some other 
communities. We have a lot of people 
who are going into trades or straight 
into the workforce, which is great,” he 
said. “We want to have things for all 
of them to check out.”

“So we have just as many business-
es and employers here as we do post 
secondary institutions,” Derksen said. 
“It is not a job fair. It’s about them just 
having conversations about what can 
come after grad.”

 >  BTHC GALA, FROM PG. 2
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Tabor Home honours 
longtime volunteer
By Lorne Stelmach

Tabor Home honoured a longtime 
volunteer last Friday.

Staff  and residents said thank you to 
Ron Peters, who has been a dedicat-
ed volunteer at the Morden personal 
care home for at least 15 years.

“Not everybody has family here, so 
it’s so important to have people who 
are able to show compassion, give 
them a hug, hold their hand and talk 
to them,” said Joy Kaluzny, a health 
care aide and volunteer co-ordinator 
at Tabor.

She estimated that Peters has easily 
put in well over a thousand hours of 
time through the years.

“I literally have no one that is even 
close to that many hours right now,” 
she said.

“Volunteers are appreciated and 
quite important to the life of Tabor 
Home because the hours they spend 
in support of the many tasks … they 
are quite valuable,” noted Tabor 
Home CEO Alex Renner.

He cited a quote about how volun-

teers don’t get paid, not because they 
are worthless but because they are 
priceless.

“Thank you very much for all the 
hours you have spent and put into the 
lives of the residents and Tabor Home 
itself,” he said in addressing Peters. 
“We sure hope you will continue that 
in the years to come because we ap-
preciate you so much.”

Peters recalled having gotten in-
volved at the invite of then-volunteer 
coordinator Kathy Menzies, but it had 
been something on his heart even go-
ing back to when Tabor Home was 
still on Ninth Street South.

“I gratefully accepted because I also 
felt like it was a calling,” he said. 
“Years ago, when I drove by the old 
Tabor, I felt a drawing to there.

“I enjoy being with the residents, 
interacting with them and having 
conversations or playing games. I 
also help with events like church and 
bingo,” he said. “I also enjoy the staff  
here at Tabor. I appreciate what they 
do, and I see how caring and sensitive 
they are to our residents’ needs.”

Peters noted the importance of in-
teracting and engaging with the res-
idents.

“There’s a number of residents who 
don’t really get any visitors, which 
is too bad … they appreciate it, and 
I get something out of it too,” he said. 
“And I’ve held a person’s hand while 
he died, and it was very peaceful … 
I’ve done that a few times. At least 
they are not alone when they are pass-

ing away.”
“Ron has been with us … at the old 

Tabor and now the new Tabor … and 
we are so lucky to have him. We make 
a phone call, and he is here like that,” 
said Kaluzny. “And he always comes 
with a smile and a full heart.

“As staff , we don’t always have time 
to sit and hold hands or just to be 
there … so the volunteers off er that, 
and it’s invaluable.”

 PHOTO BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
From left: Tabor Home CEO Alex Renner with volunteer Ron Peters and volunteer 

co-ordinator Joy Kaluzny at a celebration honouring Peters’ longtime commitment 

to the personal care home

Project seeks to make workplaces more inclusive spaces

By Ashleigh Viveiros

A project underway in the Pembi-
na Valley aims to make workplaces 
across Manitoba more inclusive spac-
es.

Empowering SMEs to Identify and 
Prevent Hate in the Workplace is be-
ing funded by Canadian Heritage 
through Regional Connection Inc.’s 
Manitoba Immigrant Employment 
Council (MBIEC) program.

“We’re developing tools and proce-
dures to improve fair hiring and en-
sure culturally safe responses to hate 
incidents,” said project consultant 
Dana Bergman, explaining the proj-
ect is aimed specifi cally at helping 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) create more culturally safe 
workplaces.

Bergman is a familiar face in local 
immigration circles; she previous-
ly helped the Pembina Valley Local 
Immigration Partnership develop in-
clusivity resources for communities 
across the region.

Now she’s working on this project 
alongside a colleague in Ottawa. So 
far, they’ve worked through the fi rst 
two phases: the research phase to gain 
some insight into exactly what Mani-
toba businesses need and want when 
it comes to workplace supports, fol-
lowed by the development of the rel-
evant toolkits, procedures, and other 
resources.

“Our phase one was really around 
collecting information, knowledge 
gathering. What do people think and 
feel about their workplace integration 
experiences? From both sides—from 
the newcomer side as well as from 
the employer side,” Bergman shared. 
They received more than double the 
hoped-for responses, and held several 
focus groups to further fl esh out the 
needs.

“The great thing was that we had 
signifi cant feedback from employers. 

We had agriculture and manufactur-
ing and social services and education-
al services,” Bergman said. “There 
was a really broad response across all 
sectors.”

They then took all that information 
and used it to create practical toolkits 
and procedures companies can adapt 
to suit their specifi c needs.

“We’re talking about checklists, 
self-refl ection checklists, and policy 
templates and memo templates and 
training outlines,” Bergman said. 
“We’ve created a very robust toolkit 
that addresses a large amount of the 
things that employers and newcom-
ers felt that they were struggling with 
as they worked through the integra-
tion process here in Manitoba and in 
Canada.”

“Racism might not be intentional,” 
noted Bisi Adebayo, the outreach 
& partnerships manager at MBIEC. 
“There are lots of policies, proce-
dures, processes in place at the work-
place, but most times we try to look 
away from racism and discrimina-
tion. We’re trying to point employers 
in this direction to have that support 

in place and the tools and resources in 
place for them to be able to address it 
when anything comes up.”

The project is now looking for em-
ployers to partner with to roll out all 
these resources out and receive feed-
back.

“We’ve been reaching out to em-
ployers,” Bergen said, explaining 
their target was to work with at least 
fi ve SMEs (businesses with an em-
ployee base of under 500 workers). 

They’ve heard from several more 
than that already, including a few 
larger employers, and are keen to see 
what other interest is out there and 
how the project resources could po-
tentially be used by a wider number 
of businesses than originally expect-
ed.

Participating companies will receive 
an environmental scan by Bergman (a 
structured review of their current in-
clusion practices to identify strengths 
and opportunities for development), 
access to the toolkit resources, and 
one-on-one consultant support for 
things like toolkit customization, staff  

Looking for small 
and medium-sized 
businesses to come 
on board

Continued on page 6
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From there a personalized learning 
plan can be created, one that allows 
for the student to spend up to two 
days a week learning on internships, 
perhaps at a local business, medical 
centre, or farm—places that match 
what the student is interested in.

“So they’re actually in mentorships 
in the community every single week,” 
Friesen said. “They’re going to go out 
and learn diff erent things, see how 
things work.”

A student might think they know 
what they want to do when they grow 
up, and then learn through their in-
ternships that it isn’t for them. That’s 
not a problem, Friesen said, as they 
have the opportunity for multiple 
mentorships through their four years 
in a BPL school.

“They can try everything out,” she 
said, noting it gives them a head 
start on fi guring out what they might 
want to do with their lives, while also 
building valuable transferable skills.

Students are still required to attend 
school regularly and earn credits for 
approved courses under the Manito-
ba curriculum so they can graduate 
with a provincial diploma. But they 
reach those curriculum-based goals in 
a much more fl exible, community-in-
tegrated environment than traditional 
classroom-centred teaching.

“Even when they’re with their 
teacher, their advisor, they’re not nec-
essarily in the classroom,” Friesen 
explained. “If you’re working on a 
project that is about, say, trying to 
understand a concept in science, they 
can stay in the classroom and do an 
experiment or they could go fi nd the 
person who actually does it as a job 
and learn from them.”

Teachers in this context become 
more like air traffi  c controllers than 
professors standing at the front of the 
class lecturing.

Most BPL schools place students in 
small groups—around 15 students or 
so—called an advisory that is led by 
a teacher who will be with them from 
Gr. 9 all the way through Gr. 12.

There’s less focus on a defi ned dai-
ly schedule ruled by bells and time-
tables, and more on exploring inter-
ests and learning from real-world 
mentors, building not just skills but 
also connections that will serve them 
well in life after high school.

“When you take off  all of those con-
straints and those pressures and you 
just get to sit with this kid and really 
help them understand and apply it 
somewhere, the learning is so much 
deeper,” Friesen shared what a teach-
er at one of the Winnipeg BPL schools 
told her.

Alternative forms of education are 
nothing new in GVSD—self-direct-
ed learning, the Fresh Start program, 
GVC TEC, all are designed to engage 
students in a diff erent way from tra-
ditional schooling

“That’s one of the things I think 
we’re really proud of in our division 
is that there’s so many right ways to 
educate, but there’s isn’t one way to 
educate everybody,” Friesen said. 
“You need to have lots of models.”

It’s about maximizing a students’ 
chance of success, she added, noting 
approximately 15 per cent of students 
who start Gr. 9 in the division don’t 
graduate, and a further 10-15 per cent 
never arrive in high school in the fi rst 
place. The hope is a school that is 
smaller and able to off er a more per-
sonalized education plan will reach 
more of those kids.

If the GVSD board opt to move 
ahead with BPL, it would become the 
third school division in Manitoba to 
do so. There are currently fi ve BPL 
schools in Winnipeg.

“The Seven Oaks MET School is 
right across from Garden City Colle-
giate, and they’ve been going for 16 
years,” Friesen noted. “But Big Pic-
ture Learning schools just celebrated 
their 30th anniversary around the 
world. They’re everywhere.”

Friesen has spent time at the Win-
nipeg BPL schools to see how they’re 
run. They’re generally individual 
schools, with their own principals 
and teachers, but have sister schools 
where students are able to take part in 
extracurricular activities and elective 
courses.

Though it’s still too early to say for 
sure until the board meets to assess 
Friesen’s data and make some deci-
sions, that’s possibly how it would 
work in GVSD—the BPL school 
would be its own distinct school but 
students would be still be able to play 
sports or take certain courses  at GVC 
or Northlands Parkway Collegiate.

Right now the question is whether 

this model of learning is right for the 
division, or whether the community 
can even sustain it.

“We need to have adults pouring in 
and mentoring to help us meet the 
curriculum outcomes, to take kids on 
as interns,” Friesen said. “It’s a big 
commitment, a big investment. But 
the return is you don’t just attend 
grad and watch the kids—you feel 
integrated and invested. You help to 
create our future, what our future cit-
izens, our future business owners, fu-
ture employees are going to be in our 
community.”

The Big Picture Learning survey is 
open to all community members—
business leaders, parents, students, 
educators, and the general public. 
The survey, which can be fi lled out 
anonymously, will remain up for the 
next few weeks.

“Right now, we’re just exploring 
this, nothing’s been decided,” Friesen 
stressed, urging people to weigh in 
on the idea. “We, as a division, don’t 
want to move ahead on something 
that doesn’t feel right for the commu-
nity.”

Friesen will be presenting her fi nd-
ings on BPL to the board of trustees 
later this year. If the division decides 
to move ahead with this, student ap-
plications for enrolment would be 
open in early March and the program 
would start up next fall. 

You can learn more about Big Pic-
ture Learning at gvsd.ca, or connect 
with Friesen at bpl@gvsd.ca or 204-
325-8335.

 >  BIG PICTURE LEARNING, FROM PG. 3

training, and implementation sup-
port. There is no cost to businesses 
to take part.

“I’m really excited to work with 
these employers,” Bergman said. 
“All of the support that I’m going 
to be giving them through the im-
plementation phase is really cus-
tomized to their needs.”

She encourages business own-
ers or human resource leaders 
to reach out to her to learn more 
about how their company can get 
involved. Bergman can be contact-
ed by email to  danabergman28@
gmail.com or 204-324-4218.

 >  BERGMAN, FROM PG. 5
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Flatlands kicks off its 20th season with ‘Shirley Hamm’ mystery
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A mystery is afoot! And Winkler’s 
own Shirley Hamm is on the case.

The Flatlands Theatre Company 
(FTC) launches its 20th season next 
month with a show penned by local 
playwright Angela Klassen.

Shirley Hamm and the Case of the Dis-
appearing Doilies takes the stage at the 
P.W. Enns Centennial Concert Hall 
Nov. 6-9.

“It’s a Sherlock Holmes spoof, ex-
cept the characters are all Mennonite 
women,” says Klassen. “So we all 
have been practising our Mennonite 
accents.”

The characters throw in the odd 
Plaudeitch (Low German) phrase 
here or there, Klassen says, and the 
show is packed-full of references to 
local sites, so Winkler area audiences 
are sure to get a kick out of follow-
ing the enterprising detective as she 
works to get to the bottom of exactly 
who stole the MCC Thrift Shop’s en-
tire stock of doilies.

The one-act play began as a writing 
exercise for Klassen a few years ago.

“I just wrote 
this for fun—I 
didn’t think it 
was something 
that would ever 
be performed,” 
she shares. 
“We had just 
done a Sherlock 
Holmes show 
[2019’s Sherlock 
Holmes And 
The Case Of The 
Christmas Carol] 
and I thought it 
would be fun to 
do a Mennonite 
ladies group of 
Sherlocks, and I 
did have a lot of 
fun with it.”

Klassen has been involved with Flat-
lands since its second season, acting 
in numerous plays (she plays Nurse 
Wilma, the Watson character, in this 
one) and cutting her teeth as a play-
wright with the 2023 show Anne of the 
Island, based off  the L.M. Montgom-

group, and we did a reading of it and 
we were all having so much fun and 
laughing so hard,” she recalls. 

As plans for the 2025-2026 season 
started to come together, they knew 
they wanted Shirley Hamm to be a part 
of it.

“Angela told me, ‘Well, I never wrote 
this to actually be performed’ ... but it 
includes so much Mennonite and lo-
cal cultural fl air to it, it just felt like a 
wonderful thing to do and move into 
our main production lineup for the 
year,” says Hoeppner.

Tickets and show times for Shir-
ley Hamm and the Case of the Dis-
appearing Doilies are available at                                      
winklerconcerthall.ca.

20 YEARS OF COMMUNITY
The Flatlands community has cer-

tainly grown over the past two de-
cades.

“We have students that were with 
us years ago when they were in Gr. 2, 
and now they’re in Gr. 10 and they’re 
still connecting with us,” Hoeppner 
says. “Or we have people that were 
involved in season two that had nev-
er done theatre before, really—a.k.a., 
Angela—who auditioned, was cast, 
and now she’s writing shows for us.”

Relationships have been built that 
extend far behind the concert hall.

“So many connections have formed,” 
Hoeppner says. “There’s a group of 
gentlemen who, about eight years 
ago, they would have been working 

 FLATLANDS THEATRE COMPANY PHOTO
An enterprising group of Mennonite women, led by Shirley Hamm, is on the case in Flatlands Theatre Company’s fall 

production: Shirley Hamm and the Case of the Disappearing Doilies. On Nov. 6-9 at the Winkler concert hall.

ery book.
Starting off  this 

milestone season 
with a home-
grown piece 
seemed the per-
fect fi t, says FTC 
artistic director 
Jeanette Hoep-
pner.

“Angela pre-
sented it to us, 
to our writer’s 

together on a show, and they still reg-
ularly get together in the summer to 
golf.”

“Even as people have moved and 
gone on to other things, they have 
those connections that started here—
and not just with our theatre compa-
ny, but we share actors with Candle-
wick [Players, in Morden] as well. It’s 
people moving back and forth and 
connecting on a creative level.”

“I love the community aspect of it,” 
agrees Klassen. “It’s a bunch of cre-
ative people that get together and just 
play.”

FTC hopes to have some memora-
bilia from the past 20 years up at this 
season’s performances, including old 
posters and a breakdown of all the 
people who have been part of the 
troupe’s shows—be it as an actor, be-
hind-the-scenes, or an audience mem-
ber.

And if you’re someone who hasn’t 
quite taken the plunge but has an 
interest in community theatre, the 
group invites you to join them.

“There’s always an opportunity to 
just dip your toe in if you’re afraid the 

water might be too cold or too warm,” 
Hoeppner stresses. “It’s not a lifetime 
commitment.”

In addition to its popular kid’s pro-
gramming, Flatlands is running act-
ing classes for adults  in the new year. 
Head to fl atlandstheatre.com for de-
tails as they become available.

“We usually do a workshop every 
other year, but this year we decided 
we would spread it out over several 
classes and see what interest there 
is,” Hoeppner says, noting interested 
people can sign up for some or all of 
the classes, as their schedule allows.  
“It’s an opportunity to see what this 
is all about.”

Don’t let fear keep you from check-
ing it out, Hoeppner urges potential 
thespians.

“I would say to anyone who’s sitting 
in the audience and watching and go-
ing, ‘Well, I could never do that, but it 
sure looks like fun.’ You’re probably 
watching at least one person in that 
cast that has sat in the audience and 
said the same thing at some point. So 
why not give it a try?”

“IT’S A 

SHERLOCK 

HOLMES 

SPOOF, 

EXCEPT THE 

CHARACTERS 

ARE ALL 

MENNONITE 

WOMEN.”
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Pickup Your  Community
Weekly News at

St. Jean earns five blooms in provincial beautification competition
By Lorne Stelmach

The town of St. Jean Baptiste re-
ceived a top honour recently in a pro-
vincial beautifi cation program.

St Jean Baptiste earned a fi ve bloom 
award in the category of communities 
with a population between 501 and 
1,000, and it marked a great fi rst year 
in earning top marks in the 2025 pro-
vincial Communities in Bloom

“The comment was nobody gets 
fi ve blooms in their fi rst year,” said 
Mona Lavallee, who was involved in 
the community being part of the pro-
gram. “Absolutely it is nice recogni-
tion for the community, especially 
getting the fi ve blooms, which is the 
highest you can get.”

The 27th annual Manitoba Com-
munities in Bloom conference and 
awards ceremony was held at the 
Gimli Lakeview Resort Oct. 4, and it 
honoured six Manitoba communities 
participating at the provincial level. 
Since 1999, over 70 Manitoba commu-
nities have experienced the benefi ts of 
Communities in Bloom. 

The Manitoba Communities in 
Bloom program provides communi-
ties with a comprehensive evaluation 
benefi cial to the development of their 
community. The program encourages 
all sectors of the community to work 
together to develop best practices to 
achieve clean, green sustainable com-
munities that celebrate their heritage 
and unique potential.

Judges tour participating communi-
ties providing an evaluation which fo-
cuses on beautifi cation of landscapes 
and fl oral displays, environmental 
action, natural and cultural heritage 
conservation eff orts and urban for-
estry practices. 

“We really weren’t sure what to ex-
pect or what it would all entail,” said 
Lavallee, whose husband Gilbert 
serves on the St. Jean Baptiste local ur-
ban district committee. “We learned it 
wasn’t just about having fl owers on 
the boulevard. There’s a number of 
diff erent categories that are involved 
in it.”

They organized a lunch on the day 
of the judging and toured the judges 
around the community, and Lavallee 
gave credit where it was due, noting 
how they rely so much on community 
volunteers.

“We had one couple who were espe-
cially visionary 20 or 30 years ago and 
really wanted to do stuff  to beautify 
the main street … so residents with a 
vision,” she said.

There were a wide range of initia-
tives such as even fi xing up the main 
community hall.

“And the nice part with the judges 
coming in too is that they make rec-
ommendations on things that you can 
improve on,” she noted. “One of them 
was you need more signage on the 
highway to draw people in to your 
community.”

St. Jean Baptiste was especially cit-
ed for its Four Corner Heritage Park, 
which is located near the location of a 
bridge that formerly crossed the Red 
River.

“We lost our bridge crossing the Red 
River in 2013 … and the province con-
demned the bridge,” noted Lavallee, 
noting the bridge was then demol-
ished.

“This was a bit of an eyesore, so we 
developed a project,” she said. “We 
put a canopy over it, and we added 
picnic tables. We added interpretative 
panels, so now it’s kind of a nice over-

look at the Red River.”
In addition, there is a park area 

where another community member 
took the initiative to have 50 trees 
planted, and they hope to do more 
again next year.

“So it’s all the little things,” said La-
vallee. “You don’t realize the poten-
tial that a place has to draw people 
to your community, but it’s the little 
things.”

Here are some comments from the 
judges:

“St. Jean Baptiste is a charming vil-
lage where the Plum and Red Rivers 
meet, rich in French heritage refl ected 
in its Roman Catholic church, heri-
tage park and French school. The for-
mer bridge site now serves as a sce-
nic picnic and event space, telling the 
story of the river crossing.

“Community pride is evident in 
projects like the heritage park, pol-

 SUPPLIED PHOTOS
The beauty of St. Jean Baptiste was 

recognized this fall with fi ve blooms 

from the Manitoba Communities 

in Bloom competition—the highest 

possible.

linator garden and Centennial Hall. 
Recreational options suit all ages, 
from a splash park and playground 
to disc golf, ATV trails and winter 
tobogganing. Club Chez Nous keeps 
over 110 older adults engaged with 
activities, coff ee meetups and month-
ly meals.

“Often passed by on Highway 75, 
St. Jean Baptiste off ers much to visi-
tors and residents alike, including a 
wooded campground and recreation-
al facilities.”

Sun Valley Co-op hosts annual general meeting
By Ashleigh Viveiros

At its annual meeting last week, Sun Valley 
Co-op shared with its members some of the 
highlights and challenges it faced in 2024

The co-operative’s locations in  Altona, Domin-
ion City, Morris, Emerson, and St. Jean Baptiste 
reported an overall downturn in sales—$60.8 
million, compared to $65.2M the year before—
but general manager Brad Iverson explained 
that petroleum depletion was the biggest con-
tributor on that front.

“During 2024, the government removed the 
taxes and, based on the volume that we do, it 
makes a signifi cant impact in sales at the end of 
the day,” he said.

“Overall net savings fi nished at $2.1 million 
compared to $3.6 million the year prior,” Iver-

son went on to note. “Lower FCL [Federated 
Co-operatives Limited, of which Sun Valley Co-
op is a member]  allocations played the biggest 
role in reduced earnings for 2024.”

Nonetheless, the Co-op was able to distrib-
ute a total of $1.97M of the year’s savings to its 
members by way of patronage allocations. Sun 
Valley has 8,649 members, 7,144 of whom are 
considered active.

“Sun Valley Co-op is locally-invested, commu-
nity-minded, and continues to focus on lifetime 
membership benefi ts,” Iverson said. “In the tra-
dition of giving back, over the past fi ve years 
$10.7 million has been allocated to our mem-
bers, with over $8.8 million being paid back in 
cash.

Continued on page 9
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Taco night raises 
$12,000 for YFC

 PHOTOS BY 
EDWARD VINCENT 

ARCENAL/VOICE
Youth for Christ Altona’s 

annual taco buff et 

fundraiser took over the 

Altona Pioneer Centre 

Oct. 22. Admission was by 

donation, and the event 

raised more than $12,000 

for the mission’s work 

with local youth. Above: 

The Friesen family—Atlas, 

Maverick, Nicole, Piper, 

Mike, and Redden—chows 

down.

 PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH VIVEIROS/VOICE
Sun Valley Co-op board president Kevin Bell (left) and manager Brad Iverson 

shared some of the succcess the business had in 2024 at its AGM last week.

“Further donations totaling $120,000 
were given in 2024 to various clubs 
and organizations for the betterment 
of our communities,” he shared. “This 
of course would not be possible with-
out the continued support of you, our 
members.

“It’s nothing new to the Co-op sys-
tem,” Iverson observed of the com-
pany’s commitment to supporting 
local projects. “It’s who we are. Al-
most every group, school, organiza-
tion, we touch in some way, shape, 
or form. Throughout the year we had 
our event trailer that was traveling 
around all the diff erent communities 
putting on barbecues. And obviously 
there’s the donations to all the groups 
and organizations. We’re glad to be a 
part of it and we look forward to do-
ing more of it.”

The year was one of technological 
advancements at its various locations, 
Iverson said.

They rolled out new accounting sys-
tems, new cash registers at the home 
centre, and EMV payment upgrades 
at the cardlocks.

“Like any technology upgrade, it 
takes time to learn and work through 
the programming of each system,” 
Iverson said. “I want to thank the staff  
for their hard work and fortitude dur-
ing this time of change, and custom-
ers for their patience.”

The EMV upgrades make it easier 
for people to use debit or credit when 
paying at the cardlock. There is a bit of 
a learning curve the fi rst time you use 
it, but after that it should be smooth 
sailing, Iverson said, urging custom-
ers to contact the Co-op if they have 
any problems with the system.

“Ultimately, by being able to take 
debit or credit, it’s going to allow ev-
erybody to have access to those sites 
24 hours a day,” he said, noting mem-
bers will no longer need a special card 
lock card to purchase fuel from these 
sites.

In other highlights, Iverson shared 
that the Co-op’s gas bars continue to 
grow their fresh food options.

“The Altona Gas Bar has now added 
smoothies,” he said. “This program 
will be added to the Morris Gas Bar 
as well in 2026.”

Looking to the future, work is un-
derway on renovations on the build-
ing next to the Co-op Home Centre in 
Altona.

“This location will be the future 
home of a new fl ooring store called 
Elements by Co-op,” Iverson said. 
“Once complete, we will have a dedi-
cated space with improved selections 
of fl ooring, blinds, and bathroom fi x-
tures to improve your shopping expe-
rience.

“We hope to be open in March of 

 >  SUN VALLEY CO-OP, FROM PG. 8 2026. This transition will also provide 
more space in our current home cen-
tre to expand our product off erings.”

On the board side of things, James 
Nickel, Eric Vetter, and Lionel Ew-
bank’s three-year terms came to an 
end this fall.

Nickel let his name stand for anoth-
er term. The board also received one 
new nomination: Carly Friesen. 

Both Nickel and Friesen were ac-

claimed as directors, joining Kevin 
Bell, James Klaassen, Donna Wolters, 
and Bryce Groening.

Bell, who serves as board president, 
noted they have high hopes for the 
year ahead.

“This year seems to be in a better 
situation, and hopefully we can come 
back with really big earnings for next 
year,” he said.
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Spooky weekend

 PHOTOS BY LORNE STELMACH/VOICE
There was some ghoulishly good fun to be had this past Saturday at the Pembina 

Hills Gallery in downtown Morden. In addition to being greeted by some scary 

characters in the haunted clocktower basement (top left), there was also 

Halloween face painting (above) and the Little Monsters workshop (left) where 

kids could create their own masks. The evening concluded with a group of scary 

characters gathering outside for a Zombie Walk.

PVHS Raise the Woof 
2025 coming up Nov. 15
By Lorne Stelmach

The annual Raise The Woof comedy 
night has become an integral means 
of fundraising support for the Pembi-
na Valley Humane Society.

“It’s grown tremendously,” said 
fundraising chairperson Caitlin Parr 
of the event, which they’ve hosted for 
over a decade. “When we fi rst start-
ed, we were in half of the basement of 
the Quality Inn, and last year we sold 
out the Access Event Centre with over 
350 people.

“It has a lot of repeat attenders. I’ve 
never invited somebody who hasn’t 
wanted to come back the next year,” 
she said, suggesting it is an ideal 
event that off ers a fun night out while 
also giving back. “It’s always lovely 
to have your entertainment attached 
to a good cause.”

Parr noted the comedy night is an 
essential part of their sustainability.

“Usually it raises around $11,000,” 
she estimated. “For the humane so-
ciety, fundraising probably makes up 
a majority of our budget … and be-

tween our golf tournament, the 50/50 
and our comedy night, that’s where 
most of our operating revenue comes 
from each year.”

Parr noted the humane society is 
facing an additional challenge right 
now with a ringworm outbreak 
among some of its cat population in 
the shelter.

“We are currently dealing with some 
medical issues at the shelter … and so 
we need a lot of additional supplies 
and a lot of additional support to 
help.”

Raise The Woof 2025 will feature 
three comedians—Michel Green, Ty-
ler Kotowski and Lori Ferguson—and 
live music from One Night Only. 

It is set for Saturday, Nov. 15 at the 
Access Event Centre. Doors open at 6 
p.m. with music and a buff et dinner 
until 8 p.m. followed by the comedi-
ans taking the stage.

Early bird tickets were still available 
at $640 for a table of eight or $100 per 
person. You can grab your tickets at 
pvhsociety.ca/events.
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Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

Royals start 
season with 
a bang
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Winkler Royals started their 
season in the South Eastern Manitoba 
Hockey League on a high note, down-
ing the visiting Springfi eld Winter-
hawks 5-4 in overtime Sunday.

Justin Augert and Phil Letkeman lit 
up the scoreboard for the Royals mid-
way through the opening frame to 
take a 2-0 lead. 

Springfi eld halved that lead with 
less than a minute to go on the clock 
in the fi rst and then pulled ahead with 
three goals to Winkler’s one (courtesy 
of Braden Hildebrand) in the second.

Mike Heppner got the tying goal 
in the fi nal period’s 17th minute to 
force overtime, where he scored the 
game-winner 1:04 in.

Matthew Thiessen stood tall in net 
for Winkler, making 47 saves as the 
Winterhawks outshot the Royals 51-
33.

The other local SEMHL teams didn’t 
fare as well in their opening week-
ends.

Morden fell to Springfi eld 5-1 Friday 
night. Michael Hlady got the Bomb-
ers’ lone goal—and the last goal of the 
game overall—midway through the 
third period.  Reed Peters got the loss 
in net, making 34 saves. His team-
mates sent 30 the other way.

Meanwhile, the Red River Wild fell 
6-3 to Carman on Saturday. Troy Leh-
mann, Colin Baudry, and Teagan Fil-
lion scored each period for the Wild, 
but were drowned out by the Beavers’ 
answering goals. Carman won the 
shots battle 50-29. Jayden Catellier 
made 44 saves in net for the Wild. 

This weekend sees Morden host Car-
man Friday, Red River host Spring-
fi eld Saturday, and Winkler host Mor-
den Sunday night.

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Winkler Royals players celebrate the game-winning overtime goal by rookie Mike Heppner (second from right) in Sunday’s 

game against the Winterhawks. Heppner not only scored this goal in OT but also the tying goal with only two and a half 

minutes left in regulation. 

News tip? Call 204-325-6888
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Winkler Flyers down Titans, Stampeders
By Ashleigh Viveiros

In MJHL action this past week, the 
Winkler Flyers bolstered their record 
with a trio of wins.

On Oct. 21, they doubled up on the 
Neepawa Titans 6-3 at home.

A lone Titan goal made it past Win-
kler netminder Liam Russell in the 
fi rst, while his teammates—Noah 
Stott, Owen Wallace, and Tanner 
George—fi red home three to take a 
3-1 lead.

Tanner George and Niklas Gud-
mundson made it 5-1 in the second.

A pair of goals in quick succession 
from Neepawa’s Talen Wallis was the 
team’s last gasp, while a fi nal goal 
from Jacob Michelson sealed Win-
kler’s victory with 1:27 left on the 
clock.

Russell made 19 saves in all that 
night  as Winkler outshot Neepawa 
38-22. 

The Flyers followed that up with a 
2-1 win against the Swan Valley Stam-
peders Friday night on the road.

Kam Thomas and George bookend-
ed the game, scoring in the fi rst and 
third periods, while Leif Ekblad made 
30 saves in net en route to victory.

The two teams faced off  for a second 
time Saturday night, still in Swan Val-
ley, and this time the winning margin 

was much larger, with Winkler taking 
it 6-3. 

Thomas had a two-goal night while 
singles came in from Oliver Schro-
eder, Michelson, William Lyons, and 
George. Russell was in net and made 
23 saves off  the 26 sent his way.

The win streak hit a wall as the Fly-
ers went up against the Kings in Dau-

phin the next evening.
Only Wallace’s shot found its mark 

that night, while the Kings scored 
three—including an empty-netter in 
the fi nal minutes—to take it 3-1. Ek-
blad made 26 saves as the Kings out-
shot the Flyers 28-24.

The Flyers are now 6-8-1, good 
for 13 points and fi fth place in the 

MGEU East Division behind Selkirk 
(25 points), Niverville (22), Steinbach 
(21), and Portage (17). Trailing them 
are the Winnipeg Blues (12 points) 
and the Winnipeg Monarchs (two 
points).

Next up for the team is a road game 
against Niverville Friday, Nov. 7

 PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT/VOICE
Winkler netminder Liam Russell stops one of the 22 shot he faced Oct. 21 against Neepawa in the 6-3 victory.

Pembina Valley builds momentum with pair of victories
tum into Saturday’s matchup with 
Kenora, where the Hawks controlled 
play start to fi nish in a 13-1 decision. 
The Hawks scored nine times in the 
second period and outshot the This-
tles 66-19 overall. McMahon, Nolan 
Bravo, Carson Hiebert and Machray 
Siler each scored multiple goals, 
while Henderson recorded fi ve assists 
and White, Secord and Magarrell also 
registered multi-point nights. Brody 

Peters made 18 saves in the win.
The Hawks wrapped up the week-

end with a 5-4 shootout victory over 
the Southwest Cougars on Sunday. 
Ocean Fehr opened the scoring for 
Pembina Valley, while McMahon, 
Henderson and Fehr added goals lat-
er in the game to force overtime after 
the Cougars had built a 3-1 lead early 
in the second. Hiebert scored the lone 
goal in the shootout, and Bleznuk 

stopped all three Cougars shooters to 
seal it.

Over the three-game stretch, Pem-
bina Valley outscored opponents 
21-7 and generated strong balance 
throughout its forward group, while 
Bleznuk and Peters combined for 
steady work in net.

The Hawks return to the road this 
week, visiting the Winnipeg Wild on 
Oct. 29.

By Annaliese Meier
The Pembina Valley Hawks earned a 

6-3 win over the Central Plains Capi-
tals on Friday before falling 6-1 to the 
Eastman Selects on Saturday in Man-
itoba Female U18 AAA league play at 
the Access Event Centre in Morden.

On Friday, the Hawks built mo-
mentum early and received off ence 
throughout the lineup. Sophia Cox 
opened the scoring in the fi rst period, 
and Payton Manness added another 
before the intermission to give Pem-
bina Valley a 2-1 lead.

The Hawks extended their advan-

tage in the second with goals from 
Claire Boyd — who scored twice in 
the frame — and a shorthanded eff ort 
from Casey O’Brien. Cox added her 
second of the night late in the third 
to secure the win. Pembina Valley fi n-
ished 1-for-2 on the power play, while 
goaltender Madison Froese turned 
aside 35 shots in the victory.

Pembina Valley returned to home ice 
the next afternoon to face league-lead-
ing Eastman. Claire Boyd scored early 
to tie the game 1-1 in the fi rst period, 
but the Selects took control late in the 

frame and added three unanswered 
goals in the second period. Eastman 
outshot the Hawks 41-7, and Froese 
faced another high-volume workload 
in goal.

The weekend results move Pembi-
na Valley to 3-4 on the season, sitting 
in the middle of a tightly grouped 
standings table as teams approach the 
one-third mark of the schedule.

The Hawks return to league action 
on Oct. 29 when they host the Central 
Plains Capitals at the Access Event 
Centre in Morden at 7:30 p.m.

Hawks split weekend games in home doubleheader

By Annaliese Meier

The Pembina Valley Hawks earned 
two wins and an overtime point over 
a three-game stretch in U18 AAA 
league play last week, highlighted by 
a come-from-behind overtime victory 
over the Winnipeg Wild and a dom-
inant off ensive showing against the 
Kenora Thistles.

The Hawks opened the week with a 
3-2 overtime victory against the Wild 
on Oct. 22 at the Access Event Cen-
tre in Morden. After falling behind 
1-0 early in the fi rst, Pembina Valley 
responded in the second when Cole 
Secord tied the game on a setup from 
Parker Henderson and Casey Magar-
rell. The teams traded goals again 
in the third, with Caden McMahon 
drawing Pembina Valley even 2-2 
with just under seven minutes to play.

In overtime, the Hawks capitalized 
on a late power-play opportunity, as 
Paxton White fi nished a passing se-
quence from Secord and Magarrell 
at 2:12 of the extra frame. Goaltender 
Koen Bleznuk was outstanding, stop-
ping 45 of 47 shots to secure the win.

Pembina Valley carried that momen-
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SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 204-
461-1649.

ANTIQUES
Antique 48-49 Field 
Marshall tractor. As is, 
but restorable. Good 
rubber. Previous modi-
fi cations removable. 
Asking $2000. Bob 
204-642-2787.

PROPERTY
 FOR SALE

Have 20 acres & 1,500 
sq. ft. house for sale, 
3 miles West of Bran-
don. Immediate pos-
session. Should be 
worth $650,000. Will 
take cows on trade. 
204-723-0083 any-
time.

FEED & SEED
ON SALE! Feed pel-
lets 13-14% protein 
include V-M-Medic. 
Please call for more 
information. GM Seed 
Cleaning. 204-937-
2739.

WANTED 
TO RENT

Losing my house of 
25 years as it is being 
sold. Older gent with 
2 vans for renova-
tion business desires 
older house to rent. 
Living with adult son 
as well. No problem 
fi xing or maintain-
ing homes. (PLEASE 
NOTE NEW PHONE 
NUMBER) call or 
text Thor anytime 
at 204-298-9084 or 
email thork649@ho-
tmail.com. Outskirts 
of town preferred! 
Thanks....

FOR RENT
For rent - condo style 
apartment, 700 sq. 
ft., 1 bedroom, utility 
room, laundry room. 
Huge common area, 
15 minutes from Win-
kler or Carman. $550/
month. Call 204-615-
0676.

MISCELLANEOUS
Furniture for Sale - 3 
sets of custom offi  ce 
furniture, plus front 
reception desks. Fur-
niture was from for-
mer Lowe Farm Credit 
Union. $300 per room. 
204-712-6433.

WANTED
WANTED: BUCK 
GOAT. 3-5 yr old, any 
breed except LaMan-
cha or Pygmy. Phone 
204-655 3549.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––

LAND TENDER

LAND TENDER

PREMIUM FARM LAND

Land for Sale by Tender 
RM OF THOMPSON 

 
Completed Tender and a $10,000.00 deposit of the Tender Price 
are invited to be received up to 12:00 PM (noon) on November 
13th, 2025 (the “deadline”) on the property described below, 
which Tenders and Deposits shall be received at: 
 
PKF Lawyers  
326 Stephen St, Morden, Manitoba R6M 1T5 
A n:  Stéphane Warnock  
Ph: 204-822-4463 

 
LAND FOR SALE BY THE ESTATE OF ALBERT F. JANZEN 
 
1. NE ¼ 18-4-6 WPM-EXC ELY 1131 FEET PERP OF THE SLY 618 FEET 
PERP   
  146.81 acres CT #2181210/4 
 
2. PT OF NW ¼ OF 18-4-6 WPM    
 
  0.04 acres  CT #3051710/4 
     (the “Land”) 
Parcels are being tendered together.  
 
Condi ons of Tender: 
 
1. Financing must be pre-approved. 
 
2. Tender to be in the form prepared by PKF Lawyers. To obtain 
tender form or more info, contact Tammy Bisschop at 
tbisschop@pk awyers or call 204-822-4463. 
 
3. Tender must be accompanied by a cer ed cheque, payable 
to PKF Lawyers (in trust), in the amount of $10,000.00. Deposits of 
tenders not accepted will be returned to the tenderers. 
 
4. Highest Tender or any Tender will not necessarily be 
accepted. 
 
5. The Possession date and the due date of the balance of 
Tender Price shall be December 15th, 2025. 
 
6. The maker of any Tender relies en ely upon his/her 
personal inspec n and knowledge of the Land, independent of 
the representa ons made by the vendor or the solicitor and agent 
of the vendor.  The Land will be sold “as is” and the bidder is solely 
responsible to determine the value and condi n of the Land, Land 
quality, Land use, environmental condi n and any other 
informa n pertaining to the Land. 
 
7.      Submit Tender and cer ed cheque in a sealed envelope 
marked “Janzen Estate”. 

PREMIUM 
FARM LAND

Morris, Red River frontage
ACCEPTING OFFERS. 

Closing Nov.7, 2025. Call for details

136 ACRES: 

Call 
Chris Nicholson
(204) 791-4616

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with subsection 162(3) 
of The Municipal Act, the Council will 
present an Amendment to the 2025 
Financial Plan for the Town of Altona 
at 5:45 pm on Monday, November 10, 
2025 in the Council Chambers of the 
Altona Civic Centre.  The Amendment 
is required to authorize a transfer of up 
to $180,000 from the Millennium Ex-
hibition Centre Building Reserve Fund 
for the emergency replacement of the 
Ice Plant Chiller and related costs.  The 
purpose of the hearing is to allow any 
interested person to make a represen-
tation, ask questions or register an ob-
jection.
Copies of the Tender to complete the 
work are available on our website at 
www.altona.ca or upon request at the 
Town of Altona Administration Of-
fice, 111 Centre Avenue during regular 
business hours.  Questions and remarks 
may be directed by letter or email to 
our Manager of Finance or through our 
email address at info@altona.ca.
Terry Fehr, CMMA
Manager of Finance
Town of Altona
terry.fehr@altona.ca
Box 1630
Altona MB   R0G 0B0
October 17, 2025

You are invited to 
attend The Town of 

Altona Public 
Hearing to 

Amend the 2025 Financial Plan
Monday, November 10, 2025

5:45 pm
Council Chambers of the 

Altona Civic Centre
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BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT

 Call 467-5836 Email 
ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

 Call 204-467-5836
oiceoiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Voice
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GRAINLAND - RM OF STANLEY

GRAIN LAND FOR SALE
160 acres of high quality farm land 

in the RM of Roland, near Winkler. 

80 productive acres near Altona in 
the RM of Montcalm. 

80 workable acres near Morden. 
Zoned Ag Ltd.

259 workable acres near Sprague.

Stacey Hiebert 204.371.5930
Sheldon Froese 204.371.5131

www.farmdivision.ca

SOLDSOLD

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF STANLEY
PUBLIC NOTICE - BOARD OF REVISION

Public Notice is hereby given that the 2026 Assessment Roll for 
the Rural Municipality of Stanley has been delivered to the Mu-
nicipal Office at 1-23111 PTH 14 and is open for public inspec-
tion during regular business hours.   Applications for revision 
may be made in accordance with Sections 42 & 43 of The As-
sessment Act:
APPLICATION FOR REVISION
42(1) A person in whose name property has been assessed, a 
mortgagee in possession of property under Subsection 114(1) of 
The Real Property Act, an occupier of premises who is required 
under the terms of a lease to pay the taxes on the property, the 
authorized agent of the person, mortgagee or occupier, or the 
assessor may make application for the revision of an assessment 
roll with respect to the following matters:
 a)  liability to taxation;
 b)  amount of an assessed value;
 c)  classification of property; or
 d)  a refusal by an assessor to amend the 
 assessment roll under Subsection 13(2).
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
43(1) An application for revision must
 a)  be made in writing;
 b)  set out the roll number and legal description 
 of the assessable property for which a revision is sought;
 c)  set out which of the matters referred to in subsection 
42(1) are at issue, and the grounds for each of those matters; and
 d)  be filed by
  (i)  delivering it or causing it to be delivered to the 
  office indicated  in the public notice given under  
  Subsection 41(2), or
   (ii)  serving it upon the secretary, 
  at least 15 days before the scheduled sitting date of 
  the board as indicated in the public notice.

The Board of Revision will sit on Thursday, December 4, 2025 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of the Rural Municipality of 
Stanley to hear applications.

The final date on which applications must be received by the Sec-
retary of the Board is Tuesday, November 18, 2025.

Dated at Winkler, in Manitoba, this 30th day of October, 2025.
Luc Lahaie - Secretary
Board of Revision
Rural Municipality of Stanley
1-23111 PTH 14
Stanley MB. R6P 0B1

WANTED
Wanted old advertising: dealership signs, service station, gas pumps, 
globes, oil cans, Red Indian, White Rose, Buff alo, Husky, Ford, GM, Dodge, 
tire signs, Coke, Pepsi etc. Call 306- 221-5908.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RELEASES - Have a newsworthy item to announce? An 
exciting change in operations? Though we cannot guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the information into the right hands for ONLY $35 + GST/HST. 
Call MCNA 204-947-1691 for more information. See www.mcna.com under 
the “Types of Advertising” tab for more details.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
NEED CLASS 1 DRIVERS OR SEASONAL STAFF? Have an on-line business 
and want to increase your sales in Manitoba? SELLING SEEDS OR LAND? 
HAVING AN EVENT? Let us help you book a blanket classifi ed ad! Advertise! 
You will be seen in the MCNA Member Newspapers, in over 368,000+ homes 
in Manitoba. Please call 204-467-5836 or MCNA at 204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. Take advantage of our great pricing! MCNA - Mani-
toba Community Newspapers Association. www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Private mortgage lender. All real estate types considered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender and get quick approval. 403-543-0927 www.
fi rstandsecondmortgages.ca

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@gmail.com



Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@winklermordenvoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

CAREERS

Central Community Homes 
is holding its AGM on 

November 6, 2025 
Time: 12 noon

Location:  Keith’s Shop, 
558 Norland Drive, Winkler

Please RSVP for lunch by 
October 31st including any 

dietary requirements.
RSVP to brad@winklercentralstation.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE 
REGARDING 

AUDITOR’S REPORT
Pursuant to Section 194 of The Municipal Act, notice is given that the Financial 
Statements and Auditor’s Report for the City of Winkler for the year 2024 are avail-
able for inspection by any person at the City of Winkler office during regular office 
hours.

David Martens                                  
Director of Corporate Services
City of Winkler
185 Main Street, Winkler, MB R6W 1B4

Assiniboine College
1430 Victoria Ave E.

Brandon, MB R7A 2A9

Facility Manager
Full-Time, Regular 
Brandon
Comp #22-25/26
Salary:   $63,648 to $88,442 annually 
  ($30.60 to $42.52 hourly)
Classification:  Facility Manager 4

Reporting to the Director of Facilities, the Facility Manager is responsible 
for managing the operations and maintenance of a highly visible and 
sensitive portfolio, which encompasses several program facilities often 
operating under extended hours. This is the highest and most substan-
tial level within the Facility Manager Series, having significant respon-
sibility for staff, budget and facilities with technical and non-technical 
complexities arising from College needs.

How to Apply:
If you are interested in this career opportunity, please email your resume and cover letter 
with reference to this competition to careers@assiniboine.net. We thank all applicants for 

their interest; only those selected for further consideration will be contacted.

For accommodations or alternative formats, contact careers@assini-
boine.net or 204 725 8729. 

Assiniboine College is privileged to provide learning opportunities on 
the lands of the Dakota Oyate, Nakoda Oyate, Ininiwak, Nehethowak, 
Nehiyawak, Anishininewuk, Denesuline, Anishinaabeg, and the National 
Homeland of the Red River Métis.

People Make it Happen

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

> GAMES

 17. Malayan wild ox
 24. Type of student
 25. Rejecting all moral principles
 26. Sino-Soviet block
 27. Egyptian unit of weight
 28. Wrong
 29. Make a mistake
 35. Indicates location
 36. Boxing’s “GOAT”
 37. Where wrestlers compete
 38. Timid
 40. Disney town
 41. Suggesting the horror of 

death and decay

 42. Male parent
 43. Remove for good
 44. Simple shoes
 45. Flowers
 47. Hindi courtesy title for a man
 48. Not pleased
 49. “Atlas Shrugged” author
 52. CIA offi cer and writer
 53. Hoodlum
 54. __ Von Bismarck, Iron 

Chancellor
 55. Woolen rugs

CLUES ACROSS
  1. El __, Texas town
  5. Rocker’s tool
  8. A lot
 12. Traveling by ground
 14. Spelling competition
 15. Two-toed sloth
 16. Small perfumed bag
 18. “Much __ about nothing”
 19. Tough-skinned mollusk
 20. Removes from record
 21. It warms the planet
 22. Leafy green
 23. Quality of arriving favorably
 26. Living thing
 30. “Six of Crows” author 

Bardugo
 31. Got around a rule
 32. Resin from burned substance
 33. Iraq seaport
 34. Religious leaders
 39. Fugitives are on it
 42. Samson’s infl uencer
 44. Italian city
 46. A quality of lacking interest
 47. Predatory tropical fi shes
 49. Nobel physician Isodor
 50. Luck
 51. Stationary part of a motor or 

generator
 56. Orthopedic professional 

group (abbr.)
 57. One point south of due east
 58. It follows 79
 59. Paper currency
 60. Anger
 61. Spanish seaport
 62. Sleep in a rough place
 63. Famous museum
 64. Selfs
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Bullfi ghting maneuver
  2. From a distance
  3. Soul and calypso song
  4. Expressions of delight
  5. Lower in esteem
  6. Inner region of an organ
  7. Flowers
  8. A bog
  9. Remove a fastening
 10. Membranes
 11. Enormous
 13. One who abstains from drink

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 

467-5836 or Email 

ads@winklermordenvoice.ca
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Plum Coulee YIP kids spearhead successful food drive
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A food drive spearheaded by Plum Coulee 
School’s Youth in Philanthropy (YIP) group 
generated three big boxes of food for the 
Winkler and District Food Cupboard this fall.

The group has 10 kids taking part this year, 
meeting monthly over lunch to discuss ways 
to support not just their school community 
but the larger community as well, shares 
Claire Goertzen, one of the teacher advisors.  

“We want our children to be active positive 
citizens that contribute to our communities,” 
she said. “That starts now through programs 
such as Youth in Philanthropy.” 

When speaking with the kids about the 
growing needs of the food cupboard—which 
has provided rescued food to the school for 
its breakfast program—the group decided 
they wanted to do something to help support 
families at Thanksgiving.

Over two weeks, they mobilized their fel-
low students to fi ll the “Turkey Box” with 
non-perishable food donations

“Teaching the students about the cost of liv-
ing and grocery shopping is a life skill they 
were interested in learning about,” Goertzen 
noted. “They understood that grocery bills 

are getting higher and they realized  that 
some families in our communities are strug-
gling fi nancially to make ends meet. They 
felt that every family should have enough 
food to eat.”

YIP member Mikayla, Gr. 6, shares the 
group “really wanted to do something for 
Thanksgiving” and a food drive seemed a 
perfect fi t. They were surprised and happy 
with how much they were able to collect in 
such a short period, she said.

“I hope it fi lls them up and keeps them 
healthy,” Mikayla added of the people who 
will be receiving the collected food in the 
weeks ahead.

It’s Mikayla’s fi rst year taking part in YIP, 
and she says she’s very much enjoying  it. 

Some highlights have included making 
posters and reading out trivia questions to 
drum up interest in the food drive and the 
school’s Terry Fox Run a few weeks earlier. 
YIP is also volunteering to help serve and 
clean up at the Plum Coulee Community 
Foundation soup and pie fundraiser and 
with the school’s upcoming Remembrance 
Day service.

YIP plans to host another food drive in De-
cember.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Three large boxes of donated food showed up on the doorstep of 

the Winkler and District Food Cupboard last month thanks to the 

hard work of the Plum Coulee School Youth in Philanthropy group.

PHOTOS BY EDWARD VINCENT ARCENAL/VOICE
The South Central Regional Library hosted its latest Quiz Night 

competition in Altona Friday and invited participants to come 

dressed to impress in their best Halloween costumes. Left: Jules 

Carlson as Fred Flintstone. Right: Britany Morgan as Beetlejuice.

By  Annaliese Meier

The Pembina Valley Twisters remain 
in search of their fi rst win of the Man-
itoba Major Junior Hockey League 
season after dropping a pair of close 
contests over the weekend.

On Thursday night in Winnipeg, the 
Twisters came out fi ring off ensively 
in a 6-5 shootout loss to the St. Vital Jr. 
Victorias at St. Vital Centennial Arena. 
Pembina Valley twice held the lead 
and got multi-goal eff orts from Ryan 

Thiessen, but the Victorias forced ex-
tra time and secured the extra point 
on a shootout winner from Liam Sax-
berg.

Thiessen struck twice, with Ozy-
mandis Atkinson, Vlad Stepic and 
Lucas Thomas also scoring for the 
Twisters. Rowan Cherkas was busy in 
net, turning aside 47 shots as St. Vital 
held a 53-48 edge on the shot clock.

The Twisters carried some of that 
momentum back to Morris on Sun-
day but again came up just short, fall-

ing 2-1 to the Charleswood Hawks.
After a scoreless fi rst two periods, 

Charleswood’s Tyson Sperber opened 
the scoring 1:30 into the third. The 
Twisters answered midway through 
the frame when Josh Guilford fi n-
ished off  a passing play from Lucas 
Thomas and Brayden Cox, tying the 
game 1-1. But the Hawks responded 
late, with captain Elliott Lewis scor-
ing the game-winner at 17:32.

Goaltender Darion Penner kept 
Pembina Valley in it throughout, mak-

ing 29 saves in a strong performance.
The Twisters sit at 0-7-1 to start the 

season, but have played in increas-
ingly close games and have shown 
improvement in fi ve-on-fi ve play.

Pembina Valley is back on the ice 
Thursday, Oct. 31, when they visit 
the Ft. Garry/Ft. Rouge Twins. The 
Twisters then return home to the 
Morris MultiPlex on Sunday, Nov. 2 
to host the River East Royal Knights. 
Puck drop is 7 p.m.

Pembina Valley Twisters edged in back-to-back outings

Trivia mastersTrivia masters
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